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British Plan Terror Whiat Yoa, Can 
DO On Rents! 

By a hair's breadth the sixty million tenants ·under rent coll• 
trol escaped a ten per cent rent increase Wednesday, Ja".luary· · 
29. The mimeograph machine was turning out the announcements
for local OPA oflic,s, reporters were assembled In the Office of 
Temporary Cont�olJ for the r:ent boost to be made public, there 
were only a few minutes to go-when the President "turned a 
somersault in full public view," as the Washington Memo of the 

. . 

·Rufe in PaleStine
1

The time for action on the rent problem is NOW. Here 
are just a few suggestions of things that can be done : New York Post put it. . , 

By AL FINDLEY 
His Majesty's Imperial Government

-The Labour Party, .. Defenders of 
Freedom''-has declared open war
fare on the Jewish population of 
Palestine. 

At present a defacto "police state" 
exists In ·Palestine, characterized by 
susQenslon of habeas co1·pus rights, 
mass arresti, concentration camps, 
hou.se-to,house searches and attacks 
on ·unarmed civilians. This is now, to 
give way to a legal .. statutory mar
tial- law," removing all barriers t-0 
a complete · smashing of any resist
ance movement In Palestine. 

The decks are bei_n� cleared for 
, action-the wives and children of the 

British officials are being evacuated 
from the country. This is an unprece
dented P!lf\Cetimd action. No similar 
measur11s have been taken anywhere 

1 in Britts!\ territory during peacetime. 
The only other e.quivalent action was 
·the -evacuation of British subjects 
from Gibraltar after Francec fell in 
1940 11nd from E_gypt when Rommel 
'3/aS att11cking Alexandria in 1942. 
INCIDENT A PRETEXT 

High Co111missloner Sir Allan Cun
ningl1am, who is also military com
mander-in-chief, • has been given
'Yider _powers than any other 'g°ov
ernor-thro��aut--tne British Empire.

Bevin, who claimed that It would 

take a division of soldiers to keep 
order in Palestine It 100,000 Jews 
were permitted to enter the co�
try, is now using 100,000 armed sol• 
dlers to keep them out· and to sup
press the Jewish resistance move-
ment. I 

What is supposed lo have precipi
tated the all-out campaign of terror 
against the Jews was the events sur
rounding the imposition of ·a death
sentence dn Dov Grunner for taking 
part in an attack on a police station. 
He was to · be hanged on Tuesday, 
January 28. On the preceding Sunday 
a British judge and a British banker 
were kidnapped and held as hostages 
by the Irgun, who demand prisoner
of-war status for their members. 

British authorities announced that 
Grunner would appeal the sentence 
and granted an indefinite sta.y of ex
ecution, but warned that martial law 
would be declared If the two host
ages were not released within 48 
hours. Shortly before the deadline, 
ttie hostages were released. 

Grunner has since repli.diated his 
appeal on the ground th�t he is a
soldier and not a criminal. If he re
fuses to reconsider, the death sen• 
tence will stand and the execution 
·will take place on February 4. Fur
ther reprisals by the Irgun are ex
pected. 

. File Petitions for Draper 
In Los Angeles Cdmpaign 
LOS ANGELES, February 3-0ne thousand signatures, twice as many as 
the 1,w requires, were filed I■ the office of the "city clerk this morning 
to nomlnpte Harold Draper for councilman fro111 the working class and 
Negro 7th District. Draper was the first of the thirteen candidates In 
the fi.eld to file, alt!lough It Is safe to say 110 one of the other twelve Is 
backed by less money. 

House-to-house canvassing for Draper had begun January 27, just 
one week before? The collection of so large a number of signatures in 
so short a time was not a happy accident but the result of careful and 
precise planning and a spirit of hig-h revolutionary enthusiasm. Every 
member of the Los Angeles branch of t.he Workers Party, of which 
Draper is organizer, except those few physically unable to do so, has 
been involved in the work. 

Only a few of those willing to sign the petitions were ineligible to 
do so, a consequence of the enormous registration last fall in connec
tion with the unsuccessful campaign_ for a California FEPC. 

• Like all other so-called "incidents.''
these kidnappings .are only a pretext 
pn the· part of the British and not 
the I'eal reason for the P.roposed, mili
tary occupation of Palestine. The in
stitution of martial law was actually 
planned when Montgomery visited 
Cunningham in Palestine. 

'J.'1le Imposition of mlJltary Jaw is 
in line with the secret plans exposed
by the Haganah as early as last 
spring. The alm or these moves is 
not the lrgun or the Stern group, 
which are being used as red-herrir,.gs 
In an attempt io disarm the Haganah, 
the main Jewish underground organ
i�tion, and to• destroy the fighting 
power of any Jewish resistance move
me11t. 

In this job, the British are at
te!Tlpting to get the aid of Palestinian 
in4ustrialists and business men, who 
¥e hampered by the continual break-· 
downs of transportation and commu
nication. Spokesmen for this· group, 
ty.pified by Mayor Rokeach of Tel
Aviv, have in the past been closely 
associated with the Revisionists in 
their so-called militant nationalism 
and their anti-labor programs. But 
like business men the world over, 
they oppose any active resistance. It 
is interesting to note that the Irgun 
called a truce to allow shipments of 
citrus" produ<;e .. 

HAGANAH FAILURE 
The Haganah, led by the reform

ist labor leaders, has faHed to take 
the active leadership of resistance. 
Under the pressure of Palestinian 
Jewish officialdom and business lead
ers and the pro-British Weitzman, 
they first postponed and then gave 
up their "irrevocable decision" to 
launch a mass resistance and civil 
disobedience campaign against Brit
ish imperialism. The failure of the 
Haganah to provide effective leader
ship has resulted in a shift of em
phasis from mass actions of Haganah 
tq indivtdual terrorist actions by the 
Irgim and Stern groups. 

The Jewish Agency, having no con
fhlenae in the ability of the people 
to 11olve anything, ls lost ln a maze 
of dlploma.cy. Circumventing the 
Zionfat Congress decision not to at
tend the London conference, they are 
attending ln an "unofficial" cap_aclty . 
As the New York Times puts It: "The 
pattern followed in the Palestine 
conffrence 1Dakes ft. clear there ac
tual{F° are twa conferences. One is 
official, with the Arabs. The other 
Is unofficial, with the spokesman of 
the Jewish Agency. The timing of 
the adjournments of the official con
ference leaves alternate- days free for 
the unofficial conference." 

1 ) First and foremost : organize a tenants' committee
in YOUR. hpµse (,if you live in an apartment house) and 
on YOUR block. Such committees have as their job to de
fend the interests of the tenants as a group, where indi
•vidual act(on would be futile. These committees should 
serve a;; the "collective bargaining" agent between the ten
ants and the landlords. 

. • ' 
2) REMEM BER THAT EVEN IF WASHJ:NGTON

PERMITS AN INCREASE IN RENTS, THAT IN
CREASE IS NOT MANDATORY. It means that the land
l�rd is permitted· to charge you more rent ; it doesn't mean 
that he is req·uired to charge you more rent. If and when 
the rent increase comes through, that's when the real fight 
begins between the real estate lobbies and the tena11ts. Then 
is the tim� for the tenant committees to serve notice on their 
landlords- .tpAt they wil� �ot �ay !'UOre rent, come �hat may. 

3 )  In yo&lr local union or neighborhood organl1ation or
consumer-s' 

1 
group, raise the question of rents. Propose that

protests be · �dopte'd ag!linst rent increases. Propose dem
onstrations at loccil 'price control offices, city halls or oth•r 
conspicuouf s<pots in favor of maintaining the rent ceilings. 

.Remember that only militant action can save the day: crlng• 
• ing postc..ar_d,s' to Congressmen are of little use. A mass wave
of prote� can be of use., 

4) DQ (not allow the recently announced "hardship" ·
cl��se to be .. used as a means of raising rents. This govern
ment gift to. the .relll estate lobbies, which ·allows rent' in
creases' where landlords are suffering "hardships,'' is a pat
ent fake. LABOR ACTION has printed loads ·of informa
t�on about the high profits of the landlords ; check back 
issues for this information. Remember : even if landlords 
are permitted increases because of "hardship," such in-

1 creases are merely permissible, not mandatory. Tenant ac
tion can resist them. 

5) The local branch of the Workers Party in your city
stands ready to aid all tenants engaged itt rent struggles. 
These branches are, in many instances, already ·active -in 
neighborhood �ctivities against the real estate gougers. 
Phone or drc,p into the headquarters of the Workers Party 
to discuss with it plans for further action: 

Since then there has developed a whodunit mystery mu.ch
better t�an the Hollywood or radio concoctions. For here we : 
have a double-edged mystery. Who was responsible for . .  tJte 
order that, would have boosted rents across the board? · Wllo 
pushed President Truman to the wall to r'escind the order? 

The suspects for the original crime -are President Truman, 
and his two clos, �dv,sers, John R. Steelman and Clark Clifford; 
Mai�r General Philip Fle,ning, director of OTC, and his def»uty, 
James Fullin: AND the real estate lobby. Suspected of tespon- , 

Goldman Hits 

Taxi Profits 
At He·aring • 
CHICAGO, January 29.-Albert Gold
man, Worker� Party candidate for 
Mayor of Chicago, testifying today 
before the City Council hearing 011 
the taxicab situation, proposed tho♦" the city take over the taxJcab system 
and run It for the "benefit of the cab 
drive�• and the public." 

siblllty for the President's som
ersault 11re Philip Murray, th·e 
labor movement, the veterans,. 
and the tenants, sixty mlili�n 
strong. Let us assemble the 
evidence. 
ON WHOSE ORQ1Jl81' It , 

James Fullin, deputy director -of 
the Office of Temporary Controls, to 
which OPA ls now subordinated, was 
In charge; Director . Flemin&' was 
away attending his mother'• f�. 
Fallin is notorious as a real estate 
lobbyist, first working in the usual 
way !rom without an(J l'tb.en g�tting
himself a place for effective . boring'
from within the government. Fullln 
bored for an across-the-board r� 
and for �he end of all rent control, 

Gol_dman pointed oqt that taxicab Howev�r, i-t is }�nt�s!t� . . . to s_1:1p�9�e 
ser_vice in Chicago· is co�to.lled b,y for a motnent that Sullin took ad- · 
the Parmalee Company, which has a vantage.' of his .chief's �absence· .. .to 
mOn!JpOly op ·chicago taxis and is raise rents on � ;9w9 hook, ·�t 
"interested only in profits, a�d not in would have been · poltlJMl, iiuic1de. 
the welfare of the drivers or of the The order came from higliir up. • . 
people." Director Fleming appeared before 

"It la not enough, how,ver, that the ' the Senate· Banking and ·commerce -
Committee, on his return to Washcity should take over the taxicab sys- ington, and , took upon himself full 

fem," Goldman stated In his speech responsibility fqr the bot order. He 
at the hearln9. "Control of the cab testified that belore he leff Wa.ihing
system should be vested In the union ton for his mother's funeral he in-
of the drivers. structed Fullin about the· ten • per 

, cent boost. Asked by the committee 
. "The city should guarantee a: liv- why he decided to lift c�ilings against 
mg wage to all drivers. Drivers the President's known opposition · 'to 
should not have to depend upon tips, .• a general rent increase, Fleming 
or a percentage of fares for their lamely answered that he didn't know 
wages. The city should reduce rates the President had expressed him
so that more people can afford to use self. Fleming's rema'rks were ex-
�� " • (Continued on P•J� 8) 

A . Letter from the Philadelphia Workers Party: 

Urges Philadelphia· AFL Clnd CIO 
To Start Own Daily Labor. Paper .

. Although signatures were not hard to get the first three days of the 
ca■vaulng, they came even more easily be9l11nl■9 Jan■ary 30 when 
Draper's twe11ty-four•pa9e ·Illustrated campaign pamphlet went 011 sale .. 
Mere sight of the cover page, a street Nap of the southeast aide with 
the title "Jl111 Crow In Los Angeles" superimposed, Hldom foiled to 
arouH lnterHt and usually brought 011 lnyltatio• to co111e Inside aiid
explain the ccandldate'a position. In the first two . days, seven�-two 
pamphlets were purchased-it would be Inaccurate to say "sold ' be
cause little aaleama■shlp was necessary-■d by the end of the week 
well over 1 00. Several newsstands l11 the district are now dlsplaylng the 
pamphlet, a11d others are likely to handle It 10011. ffdltor'1 note: "JI� 
Crow l11 Los A119ele1" la appearing serially l11 LAIOR ACTION. 

• The Palestine labor movement,
• Arab and Jewish, cannot rely on the 

diplomatic maneuvers of their so
called leaders. They must take the 
initiative in organizing a joint strug
gle of Jewish and Arab workers,
AGAINST the British and for an 

BUL.LETIN! 

new ma■qigement was needed for a law. The Record attacked the striknew Record. ers and strike leaders and condoned 
is to confuse, dishearten and dispe�se 
the strikers. At the same time the 
Bulletin announcement states : "We 
hope (the Record and the Camden 
Courier-Post) will be resumed under 

An important item of equipment carried by the canvassers was a 
note sheet on which they jotted the names of interested persons who 

• wished to be contacted later, to be sent sample copies of LABOR 
ACTION, or notified of public meetings. The branch expects to develop 
an importa.nt sympathizer group as a result of this campaign. 

'-
_
_______________ ....__....._ ____ '-__, ' INDEPENDENT Palestine.

Teachers fCJce Pay Fight 

Sale negotiations were conducted police violence. Labor cannot forget. 
PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 4-Westlnghouse in strictest secrecy by the top man- The boost of the lulletl■ Is llatlon
Local 1 07 of the United Electrical, agement of each paper. The object ally famous : "Nearly everybody reads 
Radio and Machine Workers Union- was to throw a bombshell which the Bu lletin," One reader of "The Real
C:1O, at a general membership m•et• would confuse and disorient the Record," the atrlkerf ■ewapa',er, 
Ing tonight resolved to ask the ,CIO Guild strikers. nailed that one very nicely: " . . .  wilat 
Industrial .Union Council, the AFL and AIM AT BIGGER TARGET 111 hell else 11 there to reacl here?" 
the Railroad Brotherhoods to take Th t • th b f h ·Stern and the Bulletin are aiming a is e nu o t e question. 
action toward establishing a dally at a bigger target too-the Philadel- The labor movement and the Guild
labor paper· In this city. Local 1 07 phia labor movement, especially the 'strikers have to answer that one. We
apeclfically called on labor to support CIO. The rumor that the CIO drove can provide a truly free press, a la
"The Reol Record," newspaper of the the only "liberal" paper out of busi- bor press, an alternative to the con-

Militant Action Urged to Secure Higher Salaries 
striking Gulldsmen, and to undertake servat1·ve Bull t· d "' t· • 

ness is spreading fast already. That e m an reac 10nary 
Joint union action to transform ''The Inq • W h th · f is a lie. ,Thinking workers must not . , u1rer. e ave e opportumty o 
Real Rec1>rd" Into a permanent dally listen to it! , turning ·an anti-labor act into a 

By A TEACHER the blll. A third objection is the fail-

Two weeks ago the New York State ure to incorporation into ·Ute • basic 
salary schedule the cost-of-living bo

Legislatut·e passed a bill appropriat-
na.s of $350 a yeir granted In 1945,ing $32,000,000 for additional a.id to 
wli"tch. is also temporary and may be education for fifteen months. The ap-
withdrawn at wlll. 

propriation was accompanied by a ·•
provision establishing an annual min- Prior to the action by th'e Legisla�· 
imum salary of $2,000 for teachers. ture, the press and radio were full 
The $32,000,000 will be distributed of stories about the possibility of 
among a large number of commu- . strikes in many New York cities. 
nities which will hav� the option of Teachers were aroused as never be
using the funds to reimburse them- fore 'under the pressure of the steady 
selves tor increases already granted. increase in the cost of living and the 
But in the majority of cases the indifference of city and state govern
money will probably be used for fur- ments. Strike votes were scheduled 
ther increases. In a few cities up- for Buffalo and the Albany area, and • 
state, this will mean an annual in· there was considerable pressure for 
crease o1. $1!00; in New· York City, a strike poll in New York City. 
$300. Governor Dewey said that later Passage of the bill was greeted by . 
on in ·the session he would urge per- a loud chorus of critical denuncia
manent adjustments in basic salary tion. But instead of the disappoint
schedules. 

' ment whipping up strike sentiment 
The bill failed to meet the demands to action, it has had the opposite ef

of the teachers. The increase is in• feet. Strike talk in New York City 
adequate; New York ' City te_achns ill now declfning. 
are demandlnc an increase of $450. ThP. explanation·· for· .this reaction 
u is noi pe�ent and t�u, may .is to be found ·in the cowaraice of the 
be cUaeooilnuecl at � explraUon of , ,"present. te�chers'::.-leadersbip and the 

J.. � I • • 

•• .. ' I 

labor paper. • 
Listen to what M1·ke Harr1·s· of the 

great blow for the labor movement. 
anarchic state of New York teachers' We have d t<> t to 1 • h " Steelworkers Un1·o·n, who tn'ed to

. ' a u " no eave t e 
organization. Where else in the world work· l f th' • h' Postpone. tbe str· 1·ke, sai1d of Stern • mg c ass o is city to t e 
can one find some eighty organiza-, , merc1·es of th I • d th B I Dear Brothers : . the great libc1·al : ' . , , • e nqu1rer an e u -
tions �among approxim�tely 30,000 Ietin. 

• people. There is no one organization Three months ago tqe Philadelphia "I feel I should apolo9l1e for llav- /t is necessary w establish a daily
w.hich enjoys the confidence and sup- Record members of the American 1119 asked you to postpone strike ac- labo1: 'fewspaper in Phiuulelphia, 
port of' a sufficient number to make Newspaper Guild were forced to tion. lut I made the offer In good pu.blished by the CIO Industrial Un
it the authoritative teachers' spokes- strike because David J. Stern, the faith; I was hopehll ·a .compromise ion Council a1l(l the AFL Central
man. supposedly "liberal" publisher, re- might be worked out, I have ■egotl• LaJJor Unio1?,, which togethe?· repre-

Only· 8,000 teachers are organbed fused to make even the most elemen- ated something like • 1 30 contracts. sent hundreds of thou.sands of organ
Into •unions, and. Uter are -divided. tary gestures which would have I have sat acro11 the, table from out- iced '1n1)n and ·women. This woii,ld 
The larger organization ls the Teach- · made negotiations possible. On Sat- fits like a.thl�hem Steel and ,U. S. be a free vress because it wcnild be
era Union, CIO, in which Stallnists . urday, February 1, to the amaze- Steel, down to plants employing 15 a people's press.
have the decisive influence; the small- ment of the entire city, including the men. Never In my experience have I , 
er ts the Teachers Guild, AFL. Social• strikers, Stern announced the sale run acro11 such complete GIid blind 

Can it be done? The Guild head-

Democrats a,-e "active"; Its policy is of the Record to the Evening Bulle- disregard to the prlnclplea of callee-
quarters reports overwhelming sup-

dln I •t id tin, Republican n°wspaper. tlve barnai11l119 as I found In the Ster■ 
port. Hundreds of letters and phone excee g Y • m • " ·.., calls arrived on the heels of the 

The Joint Coipmittee of Teachers Only one Interpretation of this t, manag�m
s
ent.''. This Is O clear: state- Stern sale announcement, continuing

Organizations is, as its name suggests, possible. It Is an anti-labor, strike- men♦ on tern's liberalism from a re. support to the strike and -urging a 
a representative body of teacher or- breaking act. The lulletln Is pulllag sponsible union leader. p'ermanent "Real Record," the strik
ganizations. It is larger than some of Stern ovt of a very deep hole. Con- One other \\nforgettable incident ers paper. The need is here and it is 
its affiliates and confines itself to aervatlve and liberal employers know from the recent past on Stern and understood already by many. 
public statements . .  The Teachers In• the value of cooperation. Stern could the labor movemen-t :  During the. Wh!!:re to start : The Bulletin's 
terest Co1PI11ittee sprang up like a never again have published a "llberol" vicious police cavalry attacks beat- cagey and ambiguous announcement
prairie fire a pumber of months ago poper. Whom could �• have f.ooled7 ings a�d storm-troop strike-br�aking leaves unclear its intentions regard
when the , situation • becaine '· hot. It • It . Ja pr�clsely fllo.t cy,ic11ence to \Which ·work 1110. the .Gem,r-al Electric !lt?-i�e ing the Record. Will it or w:ill it not
appears ·to have ir 'widet'-b.ase among Stet-11 :ilippealed fflat,.\Js , 11own1 00 pe_r,,,da.st ;.Yea-11;_,l .,the d&Cord supporte'a. publish a daily morning paper. This

J(ConUiiuell':�,�',e- t)';: :: ., ·cea_t �lllnd the. 1,trike. nat _h.
cwhy � _ Sheplf_.�#µllt+§.i�, d�eµder of the , conf.usion is deliberate. Its purpose 

independent ownership." 
The lulletln didn't make a mvltt. 

million deal just on a hope. l■t we ca■ 
take them at their word. Here IJ a 
publlcatlon'a plant ready at hand. The 
Idea of such an e■terprt,._ dally 
labor newspaper-would spread like 
wildfire within thtt workl119 �Ian. A•d 
that'! where the money would coiiie 
fro1n-from the nickels 11nd dllftea of 
orgonlaed working ■,en · and women • 
ond their unions 011d or9anl1atlo111. 
. There is a more valuable property 
mvolved than the printi11g plant bf 
th.e Record. We don't care where. 
such a labor paper would be printed. 

But the "real .Record" is th.e, stdjJ of organized newspaper wr.iters. Jt 
should be the duty of the Philadel
phia, labor 1noveemnt to keep that 1 

' prope1·ty intact by putting it w work 
on a daily labor paper. 

William Green has offered unity to 
the CIO. Philip Murray replied with 
an offer of united action. In Phil�- , 
delphia, as nationally, such unite:d 
actipn would be a powerful blow to 
the labo1: haters who sit jn the halls 1 

of Congress and rule the goverti
merit. Let labor unity sta,rt here with 
a C/0-AFL labor daily. The inspira'.
tion will ,spread. This is not an op
portunity to be missed. 

For our part, the Philadelphia 
branch o� the Workers Party and the 
readers of LABOR ACTION-we 
pledge our full support to · such an 
effort. • 

Signed : WOltKERS PARTY : 
1139 West qirard Ave. • 
Philadelphia 23, Pa. ' 


