
REPORT ON THE BRITISH LABOR PARTY'S COt-4FEREN"CE -

:llnity Was tl,e Passw�rd at Margate 
_ .ey ALLAN VAUGHAN 

• MARGATE, England, Sept. 3O-The main decisions of this 52nd An
nual• Conference of the Labor Party, being held here, will have reached
American readers of LABOR ACTION by the time this is published. I hope
to convey some impression of ( 1 )  the background to the conference ;
(2) the feeling of the rank-and-file delegates, and (3) the facts about
the "behind the scenes" conferences which largely decided the voting
at the conference proper.

• . Last month's conference of the
Trade • Uilfon Congress, held at
Douglas on the Isle of Man, repre
sented a distinct organizational
strengthening of the right wing
the extl'eme right wing of the TUC. At 
-the same time the parallel developmeut 

• .�f the organized left wing of the TUC
" . �has not proceeded with the same l'apid

ity. 
It was thus possible by organizational 

' _manipulations to push through the TUC 
Conierence a policy ( The "Interim Re
port on Public Ownership") which is 
not only in diametrical opposition to the 
wishes of the TUC last year in its Scar
borough conference but also distinctly 
to the right even of the milk-and-water 
".Challenge .of Britain" (the document of 
the Labor Party's national leadership ) .  

It is int�resting to note, of course, 
that the TUC Council's spokesman, 
Ch/11'ies Geddes, made it absolutely clear
t1iat the Council was not opposed to the 

ing the confere11ce, ref■sed to allow a 
point of order. 

"Challenge to Britain" was <livicle<l up 
into sections and composite resolution, 
relating to it were taken together with 
amendments to the document submitted 
by constituency parties and trade unions. 

As a matter of fact it was not until 
Tuesday aft.ernoon-during the closed 
session, when amendments lo the consti
tution and the NEC Report wel'e dis
cussed-that it was discovered that a 
two-thirds majol'ity was necessa1·y to 
cany any amendment to either the con
stitution or to "Challenge to Britain" ! 

On Monday morning a11d afternoon dis
cussion ranged aro■nd resalution.s on Ead• 
West trade and ♦lie cold war. The dele
gates· hacl the conference with tllem-but 
the trade-unlo11 votes swamped the 
amendments a9ai11 ond again. It was clear 
that a deep cleavage separated the con• 
ference delegates and the platform. I t  
was noticed that none of  the • Bevanltes on 
the NEC were asked to ■peak- on behalf 
of ♦lie 27•mOII NEC (heavily weighted 
with right-wing trade-1111ion appointees ) 
against these amendments. 

On Tuesday morning, the J"Csults of 
the NEC elections were announced. 'l'hey 
were as follow�, with last year's vote in 
the last column : 

19.'jJ 

Anem·in Bevan .. .. . . J ,1J2,000 
Barbara Castle . . . . .  1,026,000 
Harold Wilson .... . . . . 934,000 
Jim Griffithii .......... .. 913,000 
Tom Driberg ........... 842,000 
Richard Crossman - 788,000 
tan Mikardo .... . . . . . . . , 637,000 

t;!J6C 
!)66,000 
868,000 
632,000 
700,000 
744,000 
621,000 
630,000 

These votes ·were for the 5even posts 
on the NEC allotted to the constituency 
pa1-ties. Once again, all these elected 
were Bevanites except for Griffiths. 

POLARIZATION 
After this announcement the debate 

on nationalization began. A t�rrific up
surge from the conference took place on 
this issue. 

The confere11ce was clearly solidly with 
the Foundry Workers resolatlo11. HoweYer, 
when the debate was resumed this morn
ing, it was obvious that the right wing 
had seen the red light and the chalrma■ 
chose right-wing delegates to speak 
against the Foundry Workers resolution 
throughout the session. Again, an "over
whelming majority" threw out the resolu• 
tlo11. In fact, Arthur Deokl11 tllreatened to 
spilt from ••• Labor Party if the resolu
tion were passed. The militant mood of 
the conference was neYer 'more apparent 
than in this debate. 

The afternoon's debate on land. 11a

tionalization was in u similar vein, The 
delegate� and Labor )lPs who spoke fot· 
this important 1·esol ut ion spoke wi_th pas
sion and real feeling. The conference wa!I 
with them. But here again, the chair
man, under prodding from the trade
union bureauc1·ats, caJJed on the rightist 
i.\lPs again and again. Once more, thi� 
key resolution was defeated. 

The polarization of forces in the Labo..-· 
movement was clearly and sharply de-
fined on all the basic issues. The constitu
ency parties have ne,·er been more solidly 
left, more solidly .. Bevanite." And if 
proof were needed of this, the Tribuno· 
meeting tonight pro,·ed this beyond any 
shadow of doubt. This meeting was the 
g1·e11test and most enthusiastic meeting-
! have ever had the privilege of at".,end- ,
in)?. Ian Mikardo was in the chair.
Among the speaker:; were Bryn Roberts,
secretary of th(I National Union of Pub
lic Employee�, and )Iichael Foot.

Roberts, who moved ♦lie 1 952 a11d H53 
composite resolutlo11 • 011 further -ial 
ownership at Scarborough · and +fie IDo•t· 
las TUC Conferenc•, made the most wlo• 
lent speech against ♦lie TUC ·Geurol 
Coancll at this conference. He de■o■si:ed 
Deakl• and Wllllamso■ as traitors -h . so
ciollsm In all but nome. In fact, t•• a.11G11n-· 
ltes on the platform looked on witll os• 
tonlshment and bewilderment at iili fiwf 
peroration. leva11 spoke in a somew!!iat 
lighter vein . 

Of one thing there can oe no doubt
the 1·ank and file are cominJ? of socialist 
age, even ii the bul'eaucracy is not. 

..

• CA-tension of social ownership and that 
the TUC Report was but an "inte1im" 
repol't on nationalization. Many dele
gates who attended gained the impres
sion ' that. Gedes was actually opposing 

• the conclusions to which his speech ar
tived : Yes, we are aJJ in favor of social 
ownership but not now. 

That was the battle cry of the 1·ight 
wing, and it served to detach an impor
tant center group from the left-wing 

,. -:,.. ,linions that were advocating nationaliza
tion no1u. 
• This Labor Party Conference would

Histadrut Takes Partial Step Forward 
.In Opening Its Locals to Arab Workers 

...... 1ipve follawed .+fl• pattern of the -Dot19la1 By AL FINDLEY 
--• 9-m••Cf• i• all rHpects bet flt'" the 1,

. , . hrv..+loll' 4tehh1d tile . sceH1 o( a very 
�. po-rfvl ce11ter 9r.o■pi119 of rltht-win9 
: "°"�· Party leaders and a center '9roup 

• ,, �- -T-rade Union Council members. A 119-
- ■Jficant fact .Is that the TUC speakers

tike- WIiiiamson of the Municipal Workers
Ualoe at today's session, and Artfl■r
Qeakln . of the Transport Workers himself
-wer.e having to defend "Challenge to
Britain," which, before the conference,
ttley had attacked from the right as a
C011cession to levanism. And this shows
tliat "CJiallen9e to Britain" and support
&r'it Is now the policy of the TUC as well
os • the Margate party conference.

.LO'C VOTE WI NS 
The center g1·oup-Attlee, Greenwood 

(chairman of the National Executive 
Committee) ,  and Griffiths on the Parlia
mentary Labor Party side, an<l Percy 
Knight of the National Union of Seamen 
together with Morgan Phillips, the party 
secreta'ry-were able to prevent the Big 
·Four from precipitating a head-on clash
between Morrison and G1·eenwood for 
t'he 'post o.f treasurer, which carries with
it a 1position on the NEC.

TH41· -leVanltes have been very qalet at
tlMr�conference so far, and It can be os
;■nMd that they are being tied to some
sor-t of ullity pact, as long as the confer
�ci la,ts.

Here are a few diar.y notes on the 
proceedings so far: 

' "' ·; On ·Saturday, September 26, the Na
tional Union of Seamen (Percy Knight's 

� union ) announced its decision to support 
Gree�oc1d· in the contest for the post of 
treasurer. On the same day, the NEC 
i�suE!p a Foreign Policy Statement which 
indisputably indi.cated a shift to the left. 

'.-r On Sunday the Eve-of-Conference 
• ·Rally • was held at the Winter Garden

__ Hotel. ' Both Attlee and Bevan spoke. The 
� ,li:eynotl! 'was unity and an end to fac
;. tioRal quarrels. The1·e· were also meetings 

I , orgartized ·by the Fabian Colonial Bureau 
• ..,r"in' • ttte afternoon ; and the Communist

PatW ucame down" from London to give 
any, interested delegates advice on how 

_'to vote dur.ing the conference. 
• On Monday the conference opened.
M6rrison withdrew from the contest. His
hleeti.on- was by no means certain in any
ease:·
, The •·Standing Orders Report was given 

... .y. Jim Haworth, chairman of the Confer
. ence' Arrangements Committee. Delegates 

: --ptohsted'about· Hie fact tllat the Foreign 
1 "fldll•y. •.State111ell't co■ld not be ·ame11_1ded, 

a■d there was 011 uproar for altaut ♦-n 
aalnfes whe11 Gree11wood, who was chair-

A first step toward a single 
Arab-Jewish trade-union organiza
tion was taken on .May 7 by the 
Executive of the Histadrut, the 
general labor federation of Israel. 

By a unanimous vote, the Execu
tive Council voted to admit all 
Arabs who are not members of 
other unions into t._e Trade Union 
Division of the Histadrut. The for• 
mer Histadrut organization for 
Arabs, the Brit Poale Eretz Israel, 
was dissolved, but seniority of member• 
ship hi the Histadrut Is to be counted from 
the date of original membership in the dis
solved organization. 

The Arabs exclude<l by the clause bar
ring members of other Arab unions are 
those organized by the Stalinists in the 
Congress of Arab Labo1·. J'he Mapam 
and CP representatives tried to amend 
this provision to give the Congress mem
bers the same l'ights and privile�es as 
are being acc�rded to members of the 
Brit. This was defeated. A few weeks 
later the Congress of Arab Labor was 
dissolved and its members urged to join 
the Histadrut unions as individuals. 

'l'he months of May, June 11nd July 
were set aside as a period for recruiting 
A1·abs into the Trade Union Division. 

With111 the local • and national trade
union organizations, the Arabs will have 
full equality. They will be entitled to all 
social-welfare benefits of the Histadrut-
1.e., f<•paf Cito/im, � sick benefit fund,
etc. The "labor exchanges" In mixed area,
are supposed ,lo register Arab workers
and . give th!lm jobs.

The number of Arab workers that are 
eligible to join is estimated at 10-11 ,000,· 
about a fourth of �he Arabs in Israel. 

CHALLENGE 
The Executive decision for joint 

trade-union organizatjon -'-- which still. 
has to be ratified by the Histadrut con
vention -this fall-was hailed by all labor 
groups in Israel. Many pointed out that 

.,this could be considered only a first 
step in the right direction. 

The head of the A1·ab Affairs Division 
of the Histadrut correctry pointed out 
that the action not only posed a chal
lenge to Jewish workers to welcome the 
Arabs on an equal basis but also laid the 
groundwork for a better Arab-Jewish 
relationship both in Israel and the Arab 
states. The move is therefore !llso a 
challenge to Arab working-class organi
zat{ons in the Arab countries. Better 

Jewish-A1:ab relations can be a potent 
factor in bringing,. peace to the Nea1· 
East . 

The Arab represutative■ at ♦lie Execu• 
♦Ive meeting hailed the decision despite 
its llmlted nature and joined In +fie talk of 
Jewish-Arab brotllerhood. However, from 
lsraefl press reports, it seems 

0

that ffley 
also placed great stress on anotller point:
now that the Arabs are equal members,
Arab workers should no lo119er be driven
off jobs to make way for Jewish workers.

The Mapam representative pointed 
out that a real basis was laid to free the 
Arab workei- from the political influence 
of the Arab landlords, who still domi
nate the local .Arab conmuµ1ities both 
economicall)• and politically. The 1·oacl 
was now open for ideological unity of 
Arab. _and Jewish workers. 

He also rightly emphasized that a res
olution, no matter how good it is, will 
he judged primarily by how it is can-iecl 
out. A great deal depends on how the 
new decision is implemented. 

DANGERS 
While the Arabs a1·e now eligible to 

join 'local and national trade-union 01·
ganizations of the Histadrut, they are 
still not accepted into the agricultural 
sections of the federation, nor are they 
eligible to join the agricultural market
ing cooperative of . the . Histadrut, the 
Tnuva. They will not have a voice in the 
Histadrut itself. 

Th• fact that they will, not ·have · a r.o'f'
in the Histadr■t Itself Is. a very ffT'ious 

• shortco■1h19. The Trade U■lo■ . Divlaie11 11 
s11bject to the discipline of the geaeral
Histadrut or9anf1atlon and must follow•
its orders. This con have serious res111h,·
In 1 924 Arabs were organized ht the
Transport Workers U11lon of the His""nt
together with their Jewish brothers. tut
after a while they became dlssati!Jtied
·with their limited rights and reseated flle,
authority of the • Hlstadrut in whicll· Bey
had no representation. As a result, tile
Stalinlsts, in alliance with the Mufti, were 
able to split th• organization and #()rm 
the Palestinian Arab Labor Federaitlii:,11.
which adopted an anti-Jewish llne.

The importance of Arab-Jewish rela
tions to Israel and to the Arab ;,tates
cannot be exaggerated. H is next to 
decisive. For the Israeli labor movement,
this · means that it must cany out this
decision loyally and proceed to furthe�•
organizational steps fo1· Jewish-Arab
rmit� .

In addition the labor movement must
take the lead in the broader political
arena to obtain in fact ( whefe it now
exists only on paper) full Arab rights
with respect to the citizenship law, free 
travel inside the country, the inviola� 
right to their ancestral land, civil l iber:· 
ties ,for their people, and, in a popuia•
tion overwhelmingly peasant in charac
ter, support for their economic deve,lop
ment such as is given to the Jewish
sectors of the economy.

Congress o( Peoples Against lmperiali1m 

Holds Influential Conference in London 
ly DAVID ALEXANDER 
LONDON, Sept. 30-At the Beaver Hall 
headquarters of .0ne of Britain's oldest 
imperial enterpl'ises, the Hudson Bay 
Company, the Congress of Peoples 
Against Imperialism held a very success
f\1 1 coRference last weekend. 

The Congress of Peoples Against Im
perialism is a ve1·y important socialist 
organization founded in Paris in 1948. 
Its secretary is the French sociatist 
journalist Jean Rous ; the pre:i!ident of 
'the British center is Fenner Brockway, 
the Labor MP, well known for his quar
ter-century of .service to the ' British la
bor - movement. 

The Cong1·ess is an association con
sisting ·of all the · imp.ortant, nationalist 
organization in Africa .,and. many in Asi_�· 
as well. Its Bri.tish center is the 01·gan. 

through which· anti-imperialist non..
Stalinist_ organizations coordinate foeh• 
work. It also has centers in the Western 
European imperialist countries. 

In ♦Ills writer's opl11io■ its lfflportat1i:e 
to progressive elements cannot be •••9· 
9erated, and It has already re■der1td 
valuable service to antl-lmperlallsm �, 
publlcl1in9 the truth about Kenya, �Moroc.: 
co, etc. Its role in the fuhire is expected 

• to be even more important in view of its' 
increasing strength and the likelihood
that some of its aflillate parties may form
9overnments in• their countries In fli°1t 

foreseeable future.
Furthermore, its democratic activities·

are carried on in ,countries where pres
sm-e can be brought to bear on reaction-

• ary regimes in the colonies·. It. _is :weU'
IC:o■tl1tHd , .. pafe ., 


