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Anti-Arab Hy'steria in the U.S. 

War Rumblings in Near East 
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Yasir Arafat, chairman of Palestine Liberation Organization, at Rabat. 

Self-Determination for Palestinian Arabs! 

West Bank Mini-State 
No Solution 

The international recognition won by 
the Palestine Liberation Organization in 
rtccent m'Jl1ths culm~.nated at the Rabat 
summit conferencE; of .~rab l'ulers anJ 
P LO -c hief Y :lsir .. '.rafat' s dLll:Llti<: vis
it to the Clllted );ations bst v;tcek. At Ra
belt the 1-'LO \'·as rtcL~llsllizecl by the as
sem')lecl colonels, kings and sheiks as 
the "sole legitimate representati','e of 
the Palestinian peuple on any liberated 
Palestinian territory." At the U~ Arafat 
was accorded protocol reserved for 
heads of state. 

This international approval has been 
granted as a reward for the increasing 
"moderation" of the PLO, in particular 
its shift in policy last year on the issue 
of a Palestinian "mini-state" consisting 
of the Gaza strip, the West Bank and 
possibly the sm III El Ham :111 area at the 
southern end of the Golan Heights. 

A Vv est Bank state led by the PLu 
would soon become a "bantustan" in 
which neighboring states could dump 
their unwanted Palestinian refugees-
900,000 in Jordan, 300,000 in Lebanon, 
300,000 in Israel and 200,000 in Syria. 
It w~)uld be only a very partial and de
f(Jrmed expression of the Palestinian 
Arabs' right to self-determination. 

The Spartacist tendency opposes a 
fifth Arab-Israel war, a war which would 
not bring liberation to the Palestinian 
people but only fur the l' senseless 
sbughtcr in the service of reactionary 
rution:llisll1. );evel'theless, we defend 
the P :llt'stinbns' right to ~n lllci eper.c:ent 
sLlte eH;Li clem 1nd Ul;COllditional Israeli 
wit h d raw.11 fro m the 0 c cup i e d 
te rritories. 

A genUil'.e exercise of Palestinian 
Arabs' right to self-determination is 
conceivable only on both banks of the 
Jordan, including all of v:hat is now Is
rael and Jordan. Both of these states 
were carved out ~t the expense of the 
Palestinian people. But while the He
brew nation is today an oppressor na
tion in relation to the Palestinians, a 
derw)Cratic solution is not one which 
Simi)ly reverses the terms of oppres
sion-i.e., an Arab Palestine in which 
Hebrews are denied their right to 
s elf -determination. 

Only within the framework of a bi
national Palestinian workers republic, 
created by a united proletarian revolu
tion of Hebrew and Arab workers 
against the clerical Zionist state and the 
bloody Hashemite throne, can an equit
able solution of the counterposed na
tional claims be reached. a 

XOVEl\IBER 17 - While the debate on 
Palestine was going on at the united 
~ations last week. preparations were 
proceeding for a new );ear East war. 
Israel mobilized one third of its for
ces. denouncing heavy deliveries of 
Russ ian arms to Svria. At the same 
time. Rabin boasts of Israeli military 
superiority and hints at a first strike. 
.'~rafat of the Palestine Liberation Or
ganization predicts war wit h i n six 
months. 

In addition to the long-standing 
Arab-Israel conflict there is a new ele
ment on this round: threats of direct 
imperialist intervention to reassert 
Western control of Near East oil. A 
23 October AP dispatch quoted German 
finance minister Hans Apel as saying 
"that the main industrial countries 
could be led to take military reprisals 
if they do not see any other solution 
in the face of recent' catastrophic' rises 
in the price of the minerali petroleum I." 

In the U.S. the whipping up of war 
fervor has taken the form of a virulent 
anti-Arab hysteria campaign orc11es
t!'ated by tht; Zionist propaga:ida rna
chine. With consummate hypocrisy. the 
bourgeois press denounces "turning the 
UN into a forum for terror" by inviting 
the PLO to speak. But did they oppose 
President Ford's threat there in Sep
tember that "nations have gone to war 
over natural advantages 11') No. 

p, pious hue and cry was raised over 
the fact that Arafatwore aholsterwhile 
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Pro-PLO demonstration in New York. 

speaking to the General l~ssel1lbl:;. Yet 
only the clav beforehand. a leaclerofthe 
,Jewish Defense League announced on 
television-a .38 pistol lying in full view 
on the table in front of him-that. "\\',; 
have trained men who will make sure 
Arafat and his lieutenants do not leave 
1\ew York alive." Asked to clarify. he 
said. "We plan to assassinate him"! 
Had a leftist made such a public threat, 
he would have been immediately ar
rested. But it took almost a da\' and a 
formal request from the U.S. mission to 
the UN for federal action to lock up the 
JDL leader. 

Meanwhile, as Arafat spoke Israeli 
troops were brutally breaking up pro
PLO demonstrations in West Bank 
towns. And the ne}"1: day Israeli guns 
shelled a Lebanese town, killing six and 
wounding scores. This information, 
however. was buried on page 17 of the 
SOIL' }'01"1< Times and escaped the at
tention of the Pas:' and Daily Sews 
altogethe r. 

Soda\ Peace in \srae\? 

For years both Zionist and Arab 
nationalist propaganda has sought to 
create the impression of complete un
animity between Israeli working people 
and "their" expansionist g e n era 1 s. 
However, since Israel's setback inlast 
year's October War, this "harmony" 
has been farfrom perfect. Pacifist sen-

continued on page 3 
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