
Stop the Scabbing-Spread the Strike! 

Victory to Mass. 
State Workers 
Strike! 
BOSTON, June 22-"Illegal" picket 
lines went up at dawn yesterday, 
commencing the first statewide public 
workers strike in Massachusetts history. 
Massachusetts state employees are 
picketing a variety of state agencies, 
offices and institutions, including wel
fare offices, unemployment offices, 
prisons, the State House in Boston, 
hospitals, mental health care centers, 
public beaches and the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles. Traffic was initially 
jammed by raised bridges, which were 
later lowered by striking bridgetenders 
under court orders. However, the 
sewage plant at Deer Island was shut 
down today, which will have a major 
impact in increasing the scope of the 
strike. 

Governor Michael Dukakis asserted 
that he would not bargain with the 
unions until the illegal strike is terminat
ed (under a 1973 law state employees 
have the right to bargain collectively, 
but not to. strike!). Suffolk County 
Superior Court judge Thomas B. 
Morse, Jr. has already granted a 
temporary restraining order against the 
strike. And the governor also stated 
over TV and radio Sunday that "any 
state employee who walks off the job 
tomorrow morning will be subject to 
loss of pay and disciplinary action up to 
and including permanent dismissal," a 
threat that was echoed by numerous 
supervisors, who reportedly called up 
individual employees and informed 
them that they would be fired if they did 
not report to work Monday. In its latest 
move, the state announced today fines 
of $250,000 a day on the unions and two 
da ys pay for each da y missed by strikers. 

Meanwhile, swarms of cops, 
including state troopers, Boston's hated 
Tactical Police Force and its Mobile 
Operations Patrol, were deployed to 
escort scabs. Plans have been an
nounced for putting 200 cops on 
overtime in Boston alone, and all leaves 
have been cancelled for Metropolitan 
and state troopers. Dukakis' press 
secretary Mary Fifield ominously stated 
two nights ago that the administration 
does not plan to call out the National 
Guard "at this point in time." Already 
four pickets have been brutalized and 
two arrested, at the Grove Hall welfare 
office, and two more were arrested at 
Danvers State Hospital. A picketer at 
Medfield State Hospital was injured by 
a bus crashing through tb~ picket line. 
Wherever picketers have attempted to 
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physically repel scabs, cop reinforce
ments were immediately rushed to the 
scene. 

The strike takes place in the context 
of a massive two-year austerity binge 
imposed by the liberal Democratic 
governor. Since 1974 massive cuts have 
taken place in all social programs; 
welfare grants have been slashed across 
the board by 20 percent; 18,000 alleged
ly "employable" unemployed have been 
kicked off the welfare rolls in the midst 
of double-digit unemployment; tuition at 
state colleges and universities has been 
almost doubled; medical services have 
been eliminated for 100,000 working 
people, and wages for all state workers 
have been frozen. Since 1969, the year of 
the last general wage increase granted 
state workers, the average wage of 
Massachusetts public employees has 
dropped to 38th in the country, accord
ing to union sources. The after-tax take
home pay of bottom-level clerks is 
approximately $85 a week. To add 
insult to injury, the Massachusetts 
legislature last week expressed its utter 
contempt for the working people of the 
state by voting itself in the best Marie 
Antoinette style a wage increase ranging 
from 20 to 40 percent. 

A slight improvement in the battered 
Massachusetts economy, combined 
with the results of past austerity mea
sures, has visibly softened the fiscal 
crisis in the state. Dukakis' belt
tightening rhetoric has lost much of its 
impact and public workers are going on 
the offensive, anxious to make up for 
past defeats. The key monetary demand 
of the workers is for a $3,600 wage 
increase over two years. The state's offer 
of $2, loo-conditional on the abolition 
of civil service step increases and 
acceptance of management rights' and 
productivity clauses, and a reduction in 
leave time-is distributed over three 
years in such a fashion that the 1976 
wage increase would be a munificent ten 
cents an hour! 

The strike is being conducted by the 
Massachusetts Alliance, a coalition of 
unions, mainly AFSCME and Service 
Employees International Union 
(SEI U). In elections last fall the Alliance 
won the right to negotiate for seven out 
of ten traditional bargaining units of 
state employees, representing about 
50,000 out of 65,000 Massachusetts 
public employees. While joint bargain
ing represents a potential step forward 
from traditional inter-union backsta b
bing, the Alliance is simply a bureaucrat
ic lash-up. 

It includes some employees, such as 
prison guards, who like cops are 
elements of the repressive bourgeois 
state apparatus and must be kept out of 
the workers movement. On the other 
hand, the Alliance excludes some 
unionized state workers whose scabbing 
has hurt the strike. Many maintenance 
workers, including janitors, have been 
working, thus making it much harder to 
shut down state facilities. And nurses 
have also been reporting to work-one 
reason that the strike has been weak at 
state hospitals. The strike should be 
expanded to all public workers, includ
ing also county and municipal 
employees-particularly Boston's 
10,000 city workers who had their cost
of-living increase deferred for a year last 
February. 

The Alliance leadership, composed of 
union bureaucrats, has made almost no 
serious strike preparations. At the 
Saturday mass meeting at Common-

continued on page 9 

SL Answers Palestinian Nationalist 

Not Jew Against 
Arab, But Class 
Against Class! 

In the most recent issue of the New 
Left/ academic journal Socialist Revo
lution (April-June 1976) the Spartacist 
League/ Spartacus Youth League comes 
under attack for its position on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Palestinian na
tionalist Fuad Faris, responding to a 
previous article in Socialist Revolution 
by "libertarian socialist" Noam Chom
sky, singles out the SL/ SYL position as 
the most "extreme attitude" within the 
American left placing "Arab and Israeli 
national rights in Palestine on an equal 
footing." 

In his article entitled "To the Ameri
can Left: A Few Remarks on the 
Palestine Problem and the Middle East" 
Faris prefaces his polemic against 
Chomsky with a denunciation of the 
SL/SYL position on the Near East. 
Demagogically insinuating "Eurocen
trism" and Yankee arrogance, Faris 
indignantly cites "the slogan 'Not Jew 
Against Arab, But Class Against Class' 
(headline on the first page of the Young 
Spartacus, November-December 1973)" 
and then fumes about the allegedly 
"ridiculous" and "maximalist" slogan 
raised in Workers Vanguard (12 Sep
tember 1975), "For the right to self
determination for the Palestinian and 
Hebrew nations-For a binational 
workers state as a part of a socialist 
federation of the Near East!" 

Socialist Revolution seems to agree 
with Faris. In their introduction to his 
article the editors declare: 

"His [Faris] response is directed not 
only at Chomsky but at other American 
socialists who, while condemning Zion
ism, maintain a stance of criticizing 
both sides equally. These socialists 
often argue that the Palestinian move
ment is 'bourgeois' in character, citing 
its cooperation with Arab states and its 
'national' rather than socialist goals. 
They contrast the struggle between 
Israeli and Palestinian with a struggle of 
class against class. When this struggle 
takes place, they will take sides. But in 
the meantime, they maintain a position 
of criticizing both sides and supporting 
neither." 

But neither the SL/ SYL nor Chom
sky criticizes "both sides equally." The 
bulk of Chomsky's earlier article, "Israel 
and the Palestinians" (Socialist Revolu
tion, June 1975), is devoted to exposing 
and condemning the brutal national 
oppression and repression which the 
Palestinian Arabs have suffered over the 
last three decades at the hands of the 
Zionists. But Chomsky seeks to deal 
with a political reality which Arab 
nationalist apologists must deny: the 
Hebrew-speaking people of Israel also 
have national rights; to refuse to take 
account of these rights only perpetuates 
the deadly cycle of reactionary national 
wars in the Near East. Chomsky writes: 

"Ol\E LAl\D-TWO NATIO~S: that 
is the essence of the problem of Israel 
and the Palestinians .... It is a simple 
and pointless exercise to construct an 
argument to demonstrate the legitimacy 
of the claims of either side and the 
insignificance of the demands of its 
opponent. Each argument is convincing 
in its own terms. Each claim is, in a 
sense, absolute: a plea for national 
survival. Those who urge the demands 
of one or the other partner in this deadly 
dance, deaf to conflicting pleas, merely 
help pave the way to eventual 
catastrophe." 

Indeed, given the counterposed na
tional claims to the same territory by 
the Palestinian Arabs and the Hebrew
speaking people, the right of self
determination for either people can be 
exercised under capitalism only through 
denying that same democratic right for 
the other. 

But Chomsky-lacking a revo-

lutionary proletarian perspective
searches in vain for some equitable 
resolution of this "conflict of claims to 
the same territory" within the frame
work of capitalism and imperialist 
domination. Reluctantly he opts for a 
"two-state solution"-yet another parti
tion of Palestine and massive popula
tion transfers to establish separate 
Palestinian Arab and Hebrew states
recognizing that "both states, one must 
expect, will be based on the principle of 
denial of rights to citizens of the wrong 
category." Chomsky pessimistically 
concludes, "A solution imposed by 
imperial force is hardly to be welcomed, 
but it is not easy to conjure up a 
preferable and feasible alternative." At 
best, according to Chomsky, such a 
Cyprus "solution" may develop "to
wards a binational arrangement of the 
sort that was advocated by much of the 
Zionist movement until the Second 
World War." 

In response Fuad Faris-unlike the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) and the "anti-imperialist" sheiks 
and generals ruling from Baghdad to 
Cairo-nominally concedes that the 
Hebrew-speaking people in Israel con
stitute a nation. But in the very next 
breath Faris denies that the right of 
national self-determination is appli
cable to the Hebrews. Disingenuously 
arguing that the Hebrews and Palestini
an Arabs are not "claiming the same 
land to the exclusion of the other," Faris 
goes on to assert: 

"It is wrong to bestow equal rights for 
self-determination on the Palestinian 
people and the Israeli people. Nobody 
has stifled the national life of the Israeli 
people for it to demand this right. 
Nobody has usurped this right from the 
Israeli people for it to be restored." 

To be sure, in relation to the dispersed 
Palestinian Arabs, the Hebrews of Israel 
constitute an oppressor nation (al
though Palestinian nationalists such as 
Faris "forget" that in 1948 the Palestini
an Arab nation was dismembered also 
by Transjordan and Egypt). But Lenin
ists do not "bestow" democratic rights 
unequally, denying national rights as 
punishment for peoples that were 
compacted into nations through the 
oppression of other peoples and nation
al minorities. The modern Turkish 
nation, to take only one example, was 
consolidated through the genocide 
and oppression of several million 
Armenians and Greeks in Anatolia, yet 
only the most virulent revanchist would 
deny the Turkish people their national 
rights. 

In contrast to Faris. who declares that 
"this principle [self-determination] is 
not about 'the right to national self
determination of all nations,' oppressed 
or not," Lenin insisted that socialist 
internationalists, unlike nationalists, 
stand for the equality of nations: "We 
demand unconditional equality for all 
nations in the state and the uncondition
al protection of the rights of every 
national minority" (Collected Works, 
Vol. 19, p. 116). 

It is demagogy and slander to equate 
recognition of the national rights of 
both the Hebrews and the Palestinians 
with indifference to the struggle of the 
oppressed nation against national op
pression. Far from "criticizing both 
sides and supporting neither" the 
SLi SYL has demanded: Israel out of 
the occupied territories, repatriation 
with full democratic rights for the 
Palestinians, full trade-union rights for 
all Palestinian Arab workers. and for 
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ter. As the Witwatersrand townships 
rebelled, the press carried accounts of 
the organization of "stay at home 
strikes," essentially mass strikes in 
which factory and mine workers clus
tered together in compact areas distant 
from their work places can shut off the 
flow of labor to many capitalists in a 
single stroke. However, the "township" 
system gives the government an enor
mous military advantage. 

Ruling Class Divisions 

While all sections of the white ruling 
class benefit from the super
exploitation and militarization of black 
labor, there are certain divisions on how 
best to protect white privileges and 
bourgeois rule. The largely English
speaking United Party (UP), represent
ing major private capitalist interests, 
opposes the more egregious aspects of 
"separate development," as on the 
question of Xhosa citizenship, and the 
more blatantly repressive government 
measures such as the preventive deten
tion Promotion of State Security Bill. 
But at every crucial stage-in 1909-10, 
when the terms of Anglo-Afrikaner 
unification were being decided; in 1936, 
when the Cape Africans were removed 
from the common voters' role-the 
English-speaking bourgeoisie collabor
ated in building the structure of white 
supremacy. 

Facing the recent resurgence of black 
militancy, the UP has become an 
increasingly tame opposition. Its most 
liberal wing split last year, merged with 
the Progressive Party and formed the 
Progressive Reform Party (PRP). This 
small party opposes apartheid and 
claims to champion racial equality. 
However, the PRP does not even, 
support the most elementary principle 
of bourgeois democracy-universal 
suffrage. Rather, it favors electoral 
rights based on educational achieve
ment, a disguised form of white suprem
acy. Moreover, the party's association 
with gold baron Harry Oppenheimer, a 
prime beneficiary of the colonialist 
contract mine labor system, indicates 
that the PRP's apparent liberalism is 
largely for foreign consumption, grist 
for the propaganda mills that encourage 
investment in South Africa because 
capitalist development will supposedly 
ease racial segregation. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. 

Both the UP and PRP oppose the 
exclusion of blacks from skilled and 
semi-skilled job categories because it 
creates labor shortages and maintains 
artificially high wage levels for white 
workers (in the Cape Province many 
"coloured" or mulatto workers hold 
semi-skilled jobs intermediate between 
blacks and whites). The Nationalist 
Party, in power since 1948, staunchly 
defends the industrial color bar. It tries 
to overcome skilled labor shortages by 
encouraging white immigration, hold
ing out the lure of immediate access to 
the privileges of the labor aristocracy. 

These privileges are no small 
incentive. White workers' wages in 
manufacturing average five times those 
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of blacks; in mining the reported wage 
gap is 19 to 1. Actually, it is much 
higher-20 to I overall-and wider 
today than 40 years ago. With the rabid 
support of the labor aristocracy and 
their strategic control of the state 
apparatus, including the well-armed 
military, the Nationalists will defend 
white Baasskap (overlordship) at all 
costs, dragging the UP in their wake. 

In 1953 Hendrik Verwoerd, Vorster's 
predecessor, wrote of the black man: 
"There is no place for him in the 
European community above the level of 
certain forms of labor .... Until now he 
has been ... misled ... by showing him 
the green pastures of European 
society in which he was not allowed to 
graze" (quoted in Franz Lee, Anatomy 
of Apirtheid, 1966). To this day, 
such is the guiding philosophy of the 
regime. 

For Workers Revolution Through 
Smashing Apartheid! 

Afrikaner Nationalist Party policy
the apartheid system-is designed 
above all to suppress black insurrection. 
As capitalists, the South African ruling 
class seeks to maximize its profits 
through the exploitation of labor. But as 
nationalists of an oppressor minority, it 
is committed to preventing the black 
population from attaining even rudi
mentary bases for political power. Thus 
a white labor aristocracy is artificially 
maintained at the expense of short-term 
profitability. 

Rigid racial separation is an essential 
element in the deployment of over
whelming military force against the 
black masses. The consolidation of 
Nationalist rule since 1948 has required 
extensive police state terror measures 
(under the legal cover of the Suppres
sion of Communism Act and the 
Terrorism Act), not only toward blacks 
but also against those whites advocating 
a multi-racial society. This repression 
was directed in particular against the 
workers movement, a policy exempli
fied by the suppression during the 1950's 
of South Africa's very few integrated 
trade unions, most notably a union of 
black and Boer women garment work
ers headed by Communist Party leader 
Solly Sachs. 

The system of superexploiting black 
workers as migrant (and quite often 
contract) laborers must be destroyed. 
The key immediate demands of the 
black workers movement should be 
abolition of the color bar for all jobs, 
establishment of multi-racial trade 
unions, abolition of the pass system and 
of the compulsory labor contract 
system. These demands will tend to 
break down the labor-aristocratic caste 
status of the white workers. 

The concentration and super
exploitation of the black proletariat 
means that any extension of democratic 
rights points directly toward workers 
revolution. This accounts for the bitter
end commitment to massive military 
terror on the part of the white ruling 
class. However, the strategic economic 
position of black workers enables them 
to force concessions even from hard line 
Afrikaner reactionaries. The 1973-74 
strike wave resulted in the Vorster 
regime tolerating and even (to a limited 
degree) bargaining formally with illegal 
black unions. This important develop
ment gives the lie to petty-bourgeois 
nationalists who deny the power of the 
proletariat, instead hailing impotent 
guerrillaism. 

The South African revolution is more 
than a simple class question. It is 
through smashing apartheid that the 
road will be opened to a black-centered 
workers and peasants governmenL A 
Trotskyist leadership must be forged 
that can channel the militant plebeian 
currents in the African "townships" into 
a class-conscious and disciplined work
ers movement (whether legal or illegal, 
open or clandestine), and link the 
struggles of the black working class for 
economic gains and elementary demo
cratic rights to the fight for proletarian 
power .• 

Palestinian 
Nationalist ... 

(continued from page 2) 

the independence of trade unions from 
the state. To forge proletarian solidarity 
to uproot both Zionism and the bour
geois Arab nationalism promoted by the 
reactionary sultans and colonels, the 
Israeli Hebrew working class above all 
must recognize that its own class 
interests require that it wage an uncom
promising struggle against the brutal 
national oppression imposed upon the 
Palestinians. 

Although he criticizes the petty
bourgeois nationalist PLO leadership, 
Faris is led to give backhanded support 
to the reactionary Arab nationalists: 
"the Middle East conflict at the level of 
Israel-Palestine is above all a conflict 
between Zionism, embodied in the state 
of Israel, and the Palestine movement 

. for national liberation" and not "essen
tially between national bourgeoisies 
that have enthralled the interests of their 
masses to their own." We deny Faris' 
assertion that the principal force on the 
Arab side is the "Palestinian movement 
for national liberation." The real mili
tary threat to Israel does not come from 
the Palestinian guerrillas, but from the 
Arab bourgeois states-primarily Egypt 
and Syria-whose motives have nothing 
to do with Palestinian national libera
tion. After Black September, after the 
Syrian action in Lebanon, Faris can 
scarcely expect his readers to believe 
that the wars of 1967 and 1973 were 
fought to achieve the national rights of 
the Palestinians. 

Faris repudiates the class war and 
thereby rejects the only real road 
forward for the oppressed working 
masses of the Near East. Only the 
revolutionary transformation of prop
erty relations and the establishment of a 
binational proletarian dictatorship in a 
socialist federation of the Near East can 
provide the framework for the eradica
tion of national oppression and the just 
resolution of the competing national 
claims of the Hebrew and Arab 
peoples .• 

Lebanon ... 
(continued from page 3) 
Near East, none of which has the 
decisive social weight to consolidate a 
modern nation-state, the conflict of 
competing national antagonisms, ex
ploited and exacerbated by imperialism, 
can be resolved only under the leader
ship of the revolutionary proletariat. 
The democratic and national rights of 
the peoples of the Near East can be won 
and safeguarded not by a supposedly 
classless (hence non-existent) "Arab 
Revolution" but by a socialist revolu
tion led by the proletariat, the only class 
which can rise above the historically 
accumulated religious and national 
hatreds and rally to its banner all the 
oppressed and exploited masses for 
whom capitalism means only the contin
uation of national degradation and 
fratricidal wars .• 
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State Workers ••• 
(continued from page 2) 

wealth Auditorium in Boston, where the 
state's insulting contract offer was 
rejected, no discussion was allowed 
from the floor, the ranks were told 
precisely nothing about what actions the 
leadership planned to take or even what 
the union's current bargaining proposal 
was! This insult to the membership in 
the guise of a mass meeting lasted a 
grand total of 20 minutes. 

There is no strike fund whatsoever, 
and bail money for the picketers 
arrested at Grove Hi).l1 Monday has had 
to be raised by passing the hat among 
strikers, without any assistance from the 
union. At Furnald State School for the 
Mentally Retarded, where a 150-200 
strong picket line was formed despite 
low union membership, the picketers, 
many of whom were not even union 
members, received little guidance from 
the few union representatives present 
and were compelled to make their own 
picket signs. Militancy also varies 
tremendously from one location to the 
nexL Whereas at some locations such as 
the Grove Hall Welfare Office, picketers 
militantly battled scabs and cops, at 
others secretaries were allowed to picket 
during their lunch hours and then return 
to work! 

Scabbing-by almost 30 percent of 
the unionized workforce-must be 
halted or the strike will be destroyed. 
Mass picket lines must be set up and 
defended, to stop scabbing and police 
strikebreaking. Although obviously the 
unions must make provisions for certain 
items like emergency medical care, 
widespread scabbing by nurses and 
performance of duties by bridgetenders 
under the guise of carrying out "vital 
functions" must cease. Union officials 
are calling for federal mediation of the 
strike, no doubt as an excuse to pare 
down the bargaining demands. Strikers 
must instead insist on a substantial pay 
boost, full cost-of-living escalator 
clause, an iron-clad no-layoff clause in a 
one-year contract, an end to all restric
tions on the unions' right to strike, and 
no victimizations or fines. This can only 
be carried out through democratically 
elected strike committees, which will 
vigilantly guard against betrayals by the 
labor bureaucrats .• 
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