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ABOUT THE U SA  OF A PALESTINIAN STATE 

By Emile Toma 

("Zo Haderekh" - 11.3.70.)

These daya we hear the appeal for the establishment of 
a secular, d^^r? ,Ic"W tesH nfan  
le a s , Jew's and CErfiFTanH"' would” live In eooperat ion * 
aE5~‘e4uaI^yTl^W  is  f E T t l j r a ^ p T aiT*? ■■

The sharpening of the c ris is  In Arab. Israe li re la tio n s ' 
subsequent to  the June X9&7 w r, has quickly raised the 
Palestinian problem to the f i r s t  place and has stressed 
the necessity of i t s  solution,

This does not come as a surprise to  us, for since 19^8 
we Communists have emphasised that there is  no possi­
b i l i ty  of achieving a stable and just settlementcf Is ­
raeli-Arab relations without solving th is  problem.

The question is :  How do the Arab forces, who consider 
themselves apart cf tbs anti-im perialist camp, approach 
th is  problem and what- ere the solutions proposed by them?

Hare two main currents can be pointed cat § One current, 
which accepts the existence of the State of Israel in 
th is  form or another. I t  fights for the liquidation of 
the Is ra e li imperialist-supported aggression, and for 
achieving the rights of the Palestinian Arab people. To 
th is  current belong the Ccsamonlsts, various democratic 
forces and a number of leaders of progressive Arab coun­
t r ie s .  The second current completely rejects tie ex ist­
ence of the state of Israe l. B calls fir the establish­
ment of a Palestinian s ta te , which in one form or an­
other would recognise the rights of the Is ra e lis . To 
th is  current belong & part cf the leaders of progressive 
Arab countries, and, in general, the Palestinian Arab 
organizations.

Here I  wish to dwell on the ideology of the second cur­
ren t, according to the material which I  was ableto get
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hold of, and according to my ab ility  to  orient ay se lf in 
th is  matter.

The Reserved Recognition

F irs t of a l l ,  om  has to  point out that the appeal for 
"throwing the Jews into the sea,” which used to  be re­
ite ra ted  by a number of demagogues —especially Pales­
tin ian s-- has disappeared in the Arab world, st bcth sta te  
level and popular level. The position that one has to  
recognise the Jews in Israe l (er in "ocaqdad Palestine,” 
according to  the terminology of some Arab circles) has 
penetrated the broadest s tra ta . This recognition Is 
finding i t s  expression in the solutions new being pro­
posed.

The f i r s t  solution says* "Establishment of a democrat, 
ie  Arab Palestinian state on Palestinian soil, in  which 
a l l  c itizens, Moslems, Jews and Christians, w ill enjoy 
the same rights and duties." (Platform of Al-Fat’h).

The second solution says? Establishment of a Palestin­
ian sta te  "on the basis of a democratic solution of the 
present co n flic t, founded on co-existence of the two 
peoples— the Arab and the Jewish," (Platform of the 
Democratic Popular Front, in A1 Hurrjyeh, i . 9 .6 9 .)

The proponents of these two solutions s ta rt from the 
premise cf U» cancellation of the existence of the State 
of Is ra e l, while differently  evaluating the essence of 
the I s ra e l is . Whereas the supporters csf the second sol­
ution recognize the Jewish people,the supporters c£ the 
f i r s t  solution reject this recognition.Sbr th is  purpose 
the la t te r  divide — in the period of the awakening 
Arab nationalism and the strengthening of the movement 
for Arab unity —the Palestinian Arab people into com­
munities, so as to  enable them to  raise the slogans An 
Arab Palestinian state in which the "Moslem, Christian 
and Jewish citizens w ill enjoy the same rights and du­
t ie s ."

Thus the problem of recognizing the Is ra e li people re­
ceives great Importance because a number c£ progressive,
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Anti-Imperialist persons are "philosophising" shout the 
problem of recognition of th is  people, to  arrive at & 
number of dangerous conclusions.

Among these persons i s ,  fo r example, Ahmed lab 11 a l- 
Halali,sho rejects the recognition of the Is rae li Jews 
as a nation, basing himself upon the c lassical Marxist 
defin ition that "a nation does act evolve but through, a 
prolonged and complicated h isto rica l process ruled by 
objective laws." (Al-gateb, Oct. 1967, p. 10.)

la  ay opinion, a l l  the various an fe i-S i^rla list forces 
ought to  free themselves fro* this posit ion, which con­
s titu te s  an obstacle.

I t  ia correct, f i r s t r f  a l l ,  that the Jewish s t r a i t  lea 
ia  fete world do not constitute om  nation, m  Zionism 
alleges, a  i s  also correct that nations hmm avoided 
in  His mmxm of history through a aompl&aaAed m&: pro- 
longed process.

But It is  also true that the Jaws who cans to  Palestine 
ia  the tin s  of the Mandate, sad to Israe l a fte r i t s  es­
tablishment, crystallised  aM are crysta llis ing  as m  
Is ra e li  nation. Unis happened and in happening net 
through a prolonged development, bat before our eyes, m 
assy of the objective conditions (education, radio and 
ofeter means of ecaannlcntion) and subjective ’ conditions 
(fete escape f r a  the nasi persecutions and the ©esseon 
consciousness regarding Ha Jewish holocaust la  the sa- 
aofid world war) sad® i t  possible to  compress centuries 
lat© tens'of years eat these aada u d a n  ashing the Jews 
ia  th is  country into one consolidated people.

She Jews who erne to  th is  country, have b u ilt a common 
ecoBowr? hues started  developing a defined culture, km> 
wmd the Bebrew language at both state  tad popular la -  
v®la, and have lived 3m & season te r r i to ry . 3&a th is  wap 
fetey reesived the characteristics of a nation,

Tvmf many of the immigrants have preserved tins tra d i­
tio n s , and national manners of the actions among which 
fetey tad lived, tsw ,there a»  serjaunitiea of isslgrants
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which, t i l l  th is  sm consolidated within th®£r oc®~ 
enmity c irc le  and, ia  general, Js&rry vitiate th e ir  cca- 
Koaity. Bat re a lity  shows that the fiewlop»sfe is  d ir ­
ection df ft fusion of th e ir  national t r a i t s  i s  &s»mi&g 
an increasingly quicker tenge, the larger the percentage 
o f the young generation is  becoming. of the Jewish 
citizens of the country t e  been bora is  the eowstry. 
All tbe ek H tte i pass through unified stages of eduea- 
t io a  which pats ©a thaarth® sates national imprint.

Therefore the a tte s t definition ©f th is  people is* the 
Israeli people | and there te m  ev«r«lncreaaing differ- 
@a®e between i t  and the member of the Jewish eotmsimi- 
t ie s  ia  the world who consider themselves as SowSete is  
the Soviet Union, Americans ia  the SEA, Isg lisk  im Bri­
ta in , etc*

She big straggle of Zionim. i s  the ideological sphere 
Is waged for removing th is  separate lag l im  between the 
I s ra e li  pec?pie and the Jewish eow tadties, for the re­
actionary purposes ©f separating the Jewish mmmitlMu 
turn the general democratic straggle and severing them 
from th is  struggle, and also for advancing t e  reacttoa- 
ary objectives cf te r r i to r ia l  expansion, abloh a rt iden­
t ic a l  with the objectives of imperialism. » and which 
serve the l a t t e r .  Therefore, the anti-im perialist Arab 
and non-Arab fores* must deepen th is  separating lima, 
is  order to  make 'i t  d iff icu lt for the aggressive, pro- 
im perialist Zionist goliay. She recognition. of the Is ­
ra e li people m 1 i t s  ridh tto  self-definiteion is-a  v ita l  
seed for the campaign against Zionism and im perially  
ant for freeing the Is ra e li people fro® th e  vise of 
Zionism,

Tm aggressiveness ©fife# ruling circle® of Israel, who 
refused end still refuse to recognise the rîstes «f the 
Palestinian Arab people and wise conduct a policy of «» 
expansionism end cooperate ion with imperialism against 
the Arab national wammwk — all that has charscteriaed 
the official policy of -the State cf Israel has prevented 
peace up to nos and. has systematically fad the attitudes 
and forces which do not waste te reconcile themselves to 
the existence of the State of Israel.
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But the main struggle waged tea our region against imper­
ialism , which exploits the conflict for i t s  predatory- 
objectives and the straggle for the rights of the Pal­
estinian Arab people oblige the anti-im perialist forces 
in the Arab world, the national liberation movement, to 
act for the elimination of the co n flic t, to  act for a 
ju st settlement, and th is  demands a policy which d is­
tinguishes between the ruling circles of Israel and the 
Is ra e li people.

Point of Departure and Conclusions

She majority of those who reject the existence of the 
State of Israe l, base themselves on a number of facts 
connected with i ts  establishment, in order to  evaluate 
i t  and define a position towards i t .

Thus, basing themselves on the facts of the assistance 
given by B ritish imperialism to Zionism in establishing 
the Jewish national home in i t s  in i t ia l  stages, and on 
the fact of the cooperation of the rulers of Israel with 
imperialism after the foundation of the State, they have 
come to  the conclusion that "Israel is the continuation 
of the presence of imperialism in the Arab homeland." 
Therefore the problem "is no longer & problem of Arabs 
and Jews, but cf a revolutionary Arab movement against 
the imperialist forces, without any extreme racism," 
Hence, whan Israel renounces i t s  aggression, i t  w ill 
lose the ju stifica tio n  for its existence," (Ahmed Sab 11 
al-H alali in Al-Kateb, Oct. 1967 , pp. 10, 11, Ik ,)

Basing himself on th is  evaluation, Hate® Sadek ( is  his 
essay in A! ~ Aar an, 7/5/69) contends with those who show 
readinessTo^onsent to  the existence o f ‘the State of 
Israe l as a normal s ta te , without Zionism, living in 
peaceful co-existence with the peoples of the region, 
and Implementing the Security Council Resolution, which 
would justly  solve the problem of the Palestinian Arab 
refugees, whereby the refugees would choose between re­
turn to  th e ir  homeland and receipt cf compensations for 
th e ir  properties, i f  they should not wish to  return,

Hatem Sadek declares his consenting to  "a number of i~
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Sm s  wbiek s&lmts of dmpaxtaxe i s  ttes thought
si t  those who ee l!  toe a a«m-iiosisfe Israel ,K Bob he re­
jects them, as tfe® existence <£ ® am-Zionlst Israel is  
impossible. Si Ms view, iis® following are the reasons 
for this*

* Xfc is  Impossible te  differentiate between Israel ©ad 
Zionism, as Zionism fisdc it s  real roots i s  Jewish re­
lig ion .

- She greater part ©f the J « s  are Zionists, and bssmtse 
of the strong domination of Zionist over world Jewry.

-  Eeeatiea ef the ©f interests of i^ sr ia lien
with Israel sad Zlealsa. 9te ©stablisbnent of Israel, 
fee writes, Wwas mainly doe to the sueoess of  Z lm lm  to  
serve it s  interests is  the region iM  those ar® later- 
iaeed, and even are A&atiesX, with the sins of world 
SjaferialiB®.*

Moreover, the interests of soma ©f thus powers - is  the
past Britain and today mainly fte ESA - consider Xsrsal 
11̂ -Zionism a® the ealy jwtest fere® that ees preserve 
their icp̂ rill interest©.® (Al-Abrca, 7/5/69.)

Matam Sadek te l  those till© »ai3*feais this ttsoxjr> vtitii 
rejects the fh«sibil% of s distisstioa between Isnel 
and Zionism, believe that ®$o-î erieli«t lioaisa has 
elaborated a loag-raacad strategy of opaslos, tote 
serried oat is stoges. She latest stage w» MJeaa 1967. 
It rejects reel pea® mi it Is ess of its methods eon- 
iismonaly to deal blows at the Arab force, before it 
«-igsfc be stole to reach a decisive ability, east to dic­
tate terns t© the Arab f©osfi*®, in order t® establish 
a greater Israel*" (Al-Ahraa, 6/5/69.}

We shall not debate eos® points esmesraisg 
it® organisational t ie s  with in$erialiBn« For we, the 
Oaegnaists, were the fir s t  ©aas who analysed glam-taw 
scientifica lly  and exposed it s  class character and it s  
attaCfeMent to imperialism.

B *  Cossmunisfcs have always stressed the necessity to

-  6 -

distinguish between Zionism and the Jews, between Zion­
ism and Israe l.

Therefore they reject the claim that i t  is  impossible 
to  distinguish between Zionism and Israe l sad that there 
is  no possib ility  to  turn Israel into a normal, non- 
aggressive s ta te , which w ill live without aspirations 
o? expansion and in peaceful co-existence with the Arab 
countries.

Here the problem must be seen at two levels —the ideo­
logical level and the practical one, which is  subdivid­
ed into the regional level and the international one.

I t  must be emphasised that Zionism, in spite of some 
t r a i t s  particular to i t , resembles every bourgeois-toper- 
ideology, and i t s  fate w ill not be different from the 
fate of these ideologies. Therefore the thought of i ts  
perpetuity contradicts the understanding of the inevi­
table disappearance of bourgeois-imperialist ideologies 
and the inevitable triumph of socialist ideology. The 
defeat of the Zionist ideology does net mean the disap­
pearance of the State of Israe l. 3a which a class strug­
gle is  being waged, Qust as xn every other cap ita list 
country.

This on one hand. And^oa the other one*, i t  is  a fact 
that the majority of Jews in the world are opposed to 
Zionist ideology which is based on the idea of the con­
centration of the Jews in Israe l. The sympathy of Jew­
ish circles with. Israel and th e ir preparedness to  do­
nate to  her and to  identify themselves with her, have 
many causes. Zionism Influences these circles by imms 
of relig ion, and exploits anti-semltism. The Zionist 
organisations intensify th e ir  influence by th e ir suc­
cessful convincing © broad Jewish public opinion that 
there exists the danger of destruction of the State of 
Israe l and of the Is ra e li people. Kor must the danger 
of the Zionist propaganda be underestimated, which ex­
p lo its  the Jewish holocaust in the second world war, in 
order to arouse feelings of Jewish solidarity  and to 
turn i t  into a solidarity  with Israel under the present 
reactionary rule.
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After the Jia» 196? war, wide Arab circles have admit- 
ted the grave dmages caused to the Arete cause in inter- 
national public opinion by the hysterical chauvinist 
declaration that had called fbr "throwing the Jews into 
the sea”, and for “killing old end young."

'Shea Zionism and ispsrialiisi succeeded in arousing not 
only broad circles among the Jewish ecwuaiiles, but «iso 
influential circles iaoag the general, democratic move­
ment , to support the politica l aggressive plans of the 
rulers of Israel.

She Cesnrunist .Parties and other axftl-lmperiallst forces 
in  the world seeded t t e  and very great efforts t i l l  they 
could expos® the cooperation between the rulers of Is­
rael and imperialism, and prove that the June 1967 war 
was as aggressive war and sot one of self-defense.

The Cammuniats believe that t to »  hysterical chauvinist 
Arab slogans greatly assisted tfc ruling circles ©f Is ­
rae l to  convince the Is rae li masses, that a dsngtr of 
real exterasinatio® existed, This cfcas not efeugs the fact 
that the rulers of Israel were ware that no danger was 
threatening Israel uni that they exploited acme nations 
of the Arab sta tes in order to deal a blow at' the anti- 
im perialist Arab ©taMs* sad to  open the war which they 
had started  preparing 10 years before.

I t  is not correct to  claim that the Israe lis  ®x@ fully  
devoted to  the Zionist fa ith  and that they w ill not r©- 
mounee i t ,  fbs Is ra e lis , Just as a l l  other peoples, are 
divided ia  r e s e a t  Of class and ideology, w ithis t f e i r  
own* the Is ra e li framework, I t  is  the social struggle 
th a t w ill decide th e ir  future. The struggle afeut the 
question how to  get outof the present ta  the 
Middle In s t w ill i s t s m te  the future of Israel* fh is 
struggle is  being waged today between these #i© tUX for 
the withdrawal f r o  the occupied te rr ito r ie s  «nA for tbs 
implement at ion of the Security Ccuneil Resolution and 
those who oppose th is  c a ll. Sere a wasalag £hest be 
sounded against an erroneous evaluation ©£ t%  future 
of th is  struggle is  view of the present lalasi§=*«f-f©r. 
oes, as shown for example by the la s t «^n^|giiS(^.the.

Knesset. The support given by broad Is ra e li masses to  
tfe® ruling parties doe® not contradict the fact that 
th e ir  in terests conflict with the policy of the ru le rs . 
fh® meting of that support is that the rulers have suc­
ceeded in leading astray these masses end that tfe® pro­
gressive forces haw- not yet sueeasded in Imbuing the 
a&sses with a eoweet exception.

History is  fu ll  of eacsMplas ©f rulers being successful 
ia  leading astray the masses and of the subsequent avaken- 
ing of those masses and th e ir  revealing the tru th , Thus 
was the situation is  Francs at the outset of the dirty  
war In Algeria, and such is  the* situation today is  WA 
with respect to  the d irty  war in Vietnam.

Hence, i t  is  reconciliation and fatalism  to  think that 
Zionism will for long be successful fe remaining the ru l­
ing ideology in Israe l, VxSs evaluation assists  Zionism, 
as i t  sake® i t  d ifficu lt to  bring consciousness to  t ie  
masses,

ft® recognition of the right of the Is ra e li to  live in 
security la  th e ir  state liquidates a® Important weapon 
used by the rulers of Israel for persuading the Israe­
l i s  of tfe® justness of th e ir  agg»e#iw  policy of ex­
pansion,

This recognition of the right of the Is ra e li people to 
a sovereign existence will deal a heavy h im  at the Zion­
i s t  theory cat at its  influence xs$s& Jewish eemsmitios.

Sgpsrfeant circ les asosg the Jewish sesuait-iss in USA, 
France sad Britain, where Zionism ia very active, oppose 
Eleuis*, reject the policy @£ the rulers of Ismael and 
support the rights'*of the Palestinian Arab people aid 
else rights of t ie  ether Ante peoples.

fosse e ire les took up the*® p o s itio n  at various time a 
and or* various occasions, ia reaction to  Zionist propa­
ganda, Scat of them sound out the tru th  about the Zion- 

. list clasims th ro n g  th e ir  personal experience, and efch- 
e rs  realised tfe  dangers of Zionism and of tfe  aggres­
siveness of the Is ra e li ru lers in tfe  period foilswing
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the Jane 1967  war.

I t  1® natural that th is  cognition should continue and 
expand, But the refusal to  recognise the rights of the 
Is ra e li people makes this development d ifficu lt and plays 
into the hands of Zionism.

Regarding Zionist practice, i t  is  carried out a t two 
levels - the regional and international.

At the regional level th is  practice, which has interna­
tional repercussions, is  represented by the policy of 
the Israe li ru le rs , who cooperate with imperialism. Shis 
policy is  intended to  defeat the movement for national 
and social libera tion  in the Arab world,in order to fo r t­
ify  the im perialist positions that have s t i l l  remained, 
and to  bring back the old positions. Shis is  a policy- 
based on sabotaging Soviet-Arab friendship and on te r ­
r i to r ia l  expansion, at the expense of the Arab peoples.

At the in ternational leve l, Zionist practice is  repre­
sented by serviec to  imperialism in general, in order 
to  defend capitalism  and to  h it at the socialist move­
ments and at the liberation movements. This is  expres­
sed by the l ib e ls  spread by Zionism against the Soviet 
Union under the pretext of "defense of the Jews in the 
Soviet Union.** Hence the endeavours of Zionism to  iso­
la te  iim progressive Jewish elements in th e ir  countries 
from the movements of social progress. A prominent ex­
ample for th is  is  the attempt to  isolate the Maerican 
Jews from the movement of resistance to  the bru tal war 
in Vietnam, Tim Is rae li rulers did th is  in a crude man­
ner, wlm -toy critic ized  several Jewlsh-American organ­
izations on the day of the f i r s t  general moratorium — 
via ed ito ria ls  in the Israe li dailies Hay cm and Omar.

I t  is  obvious that Zionism can only carry out various 
a c tiv it ie s , such as turning Israe l into a fru itfu l field 
of action for the American, B ritish and West German mon­
opolies, and into a striking fores against the Arab 
East, only thanks to  the support by imperialism. I t  is  
American imperialism which encourages-fee American Zion­
is ts  to  give donations to  Is rae l, just as I t  supplies
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Israel with the moat s&odsre ssms. fherefore s. the chief 
fighting task leg t© beat imperialism and root i t ,  as 
Zleaiea was sM is  suckled by imperialim. Without la .  
pcrialian Zionism cannot exist for long.

In th is struggle the Israeli people' earn take, an estiva 
part, when they w ill be convinced by their am  experi­
ence and by the developments that Jjcparielim easstfew- 
tea a dasgsr for thee and tfegsir future, ant when they 
w ill realist that there exists m  alternative ti&ek goar- 
esteas them a l i f e  ©f peace ®M i®d®f«Bdea©®.

Bsc progressive forces in Israel reiterate daily that 
the Israelis fa l l  wA in defease of ihair country, bmfc 
in execution of the plans of the ruling circles. which 
strive for expansion and earre.th® tetererts of.isper- 
ialism.

Sfesse forces that fe tc h in g  Isra sl ffem Saper- 
ia lis n  would ©paa before i t  the road to  & etab ls psae® 
with the Arab w ? U . For ifcs separcfcica o f Isra e l frees, 
is g e r it l is s  would jHua it  fit tto  sM z e f  ifca Ar ah pgcp1ms 
wfco are E tregglisg t s  th e ir  nsfcioasi sa t so c ia l lib er ­
a tion . these fores© stress theft the aati-iosp»rle3isfe for­
ces do not oely  recc^ ire  the r i # t  ©f -the Jews to  liv e , 
bat also the -ri^st o f tbs Xeraeli saagls to  cglf-detor- 
aiasfeion, to  eovtreiga ®sist®ns@ i s  it® ctu te. Wikocft 
th is recogattioa,, tkar© ie  n© p o ss ib ility  to  a o b ilia  
ensffiortero eftfee r i$ 6  o f the B sm stiaiaa Arfis people vfco 
celf-determ ination.

l^parialieia. sad Zioaiisa efctenpt to divsrt world public 
opinion fieem the ri^fe to calf-dsisrxSxcb lea of the Pal­
est Iniaa Arab geofls by isflfftlsg  every pronomesmeat, 
whatever it s  source, that rejects t o  right to self-de­
termination of the Israeli people end it s  state.

At tbs same t ie s ,  i t  has to  be esphasissei that Zicaist 
practice daring the last 15 years has decisively influ­
enced m m  enti-iaperinlist Arab circles to oppose the 
State of Israel. For in the eyes of the Arab peoples Is­
rael was founded m  the rains of the MLeatiniaa Arab 
people and denie i t s  very existence. Sribsefuantly Is-
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ree l conducted « policy of cooperation with imperialism 
and tr ie d  to curb the process of nations! end social l ib ­
eration of the Arab peoples. And now, a fte r toe aggres­
sion of June 1967* i t  discloses i t s  aspiration to estab­
l is h  a Greater Israe l by annexing the occupied te r r i to ­
r ie s  and creating accomplished fac ts .

Si the eyes of the Arab peoples the State of Israe l has 
been turned into a striking fore® which cooperates with 
imperialism md fu lf i ls  the task of a reactionary in te r­
national policeman, In th e ir  view, opposition t© the 
State of Israe l means opposition to  th is  striking Sscos.

But the understanding of the active® of these forces does 
not change the following out standing facts*

1. H istorical development turned Palestine into a b i-  
national country| the fact tha t imperialism and Zi­
onism. took a part in  th is ,  does not change the ex­
is tin g  situation ,

2. She solution of l$h7 based i t s e l f  on the recognition 
of the right of each of the two peoples to  self-de­
termination and to  establishing i t s  s ta ts ,

3 . She aggressiveness cf the Is ra e li rulers cancels nei­
th e r the right oftfae Palestinian Arab people nor of 
the Is ra e li people,

k . She re ©Dgn.it-ion of the Jews to remain where they ere 
new necessitates the recognition of th e ir  right to  
independent p o litic a l existence.

5. I t  is  of emirs® possible to think about future forms 
of various, economic and p o litica l relations between 
Israe l and the Arab world, under conditions of rea l­
isation  of the rights cf tins two peoples of the coun­
t r y ,  under conditions of liberation  of the region 
frost the influence of fcaperihlism and of independence 
from. ib*, under condition* of equality and free , sov­
ereign detem tnat ion,

-che P o litica l Solution

She opposition to  the existence of the State of Israel 
makes i t  d iff ic u lt to  case to a p o litica l solution. She 
armed Palestinian organizations have proclaimed th e ir

opposition to the. Security Oomcil Bsaolufcim of Hovea- . 
her 28» 1967? tasdtheir armed struggle ms being the way 
to  rea lise  the RPSl*sti»iam national liberation**

Tm of warfare or'the  cease-fire lines in 
th is  £cm or matha r , hitsts at the danger of & gsseeral 
Arab * Ittrm l i  confrontation.

I t  may be pointed out th a t the ohdarstsasss of the Is- 
ra e ll ru lers sad th e ir  refusal to withdraw, because of 
th e ir  aspirafeiost for expansion and th e ir  response to the 
demands of Jmx-i&m im®crialiiia — are obstructing the 
road, to  a p o litica l solntioa that would safeguard the 
rigatfe of the two peoples, hiss Is rae li sad the Arab peoples.

i w w ,  all this does net eHmiaate tie possibilities 
of * political settlsmeat. Gas of the important factors 
that open a breach for a political settlement In the la- 
tft-m&iiotti! biilasee-of-fsress, which- tend® in favor of 
socialism ®md liberal ism, and which creates conditions 
for farther developments which will help along the de­
feat of imperialiw mad the impulsion &£ the Israeli 
ruler# to withdrew.

She teade&oy ©f the balance-of-forees la  favor of soc­
ialism miii liberation stopped the m ilitary defect con- 
sequent to  the Juee war and averted i t s  being turned 
into a p o litica l defeat which would have overthrow* the 
progressive mgimu % ifc preserved the revoliifcioaaxy ac­
t iv i ty  ia  the Arm world, as activ ity  which assisted the 
peoples ©£ SMaa m& Mbya. to  jo te  the group of anti- 
im iaria lis t Arab sta tes and llmitad the p o ssib ilitie s  
©f intervention weft. m&miuverability of American iaper- 
i t l is s .,  as w» have witnessed at the time of the la te s t 
c r is is  i»  lobese®.

She development of the bslft&ea-of-forca* i& favor of 
fiocia lissm  sud liberation oca&iuufts respite temporary re ­
tre a ts  here eM there. I t  is  hastened by the sliding- 
down of im j^rialiae da* to  the successes of the peoples 
in. Asia (the Americas. dafeat ia Vietnam and. the aarakan- 
£ng of the Japanese people), ami ia  1s t in America -(the 
sevolutioa in fesu end. ia  Bolivia, *&& the failure of
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tbs art actionary coup ia CSil*). Xb is  also hastened by 
tbs increased social straggle ia the USA its e lf  and g»a- 
©rally la the big capitalist countries.

B are for® the t i m  t o s  act w rit ia  favor ©f 3a®erial- 
i m  md not ia  favor of i t s  fo lia r  of force, but ia  fa­
vor of a p o litica l settlement.

Aaotlwr factor is  tbs readiness of Arab countries to  a- 
dopb the p o litica l settlement. This baa been stressed 
i a AI-Ahraa (11/11/6$), where the American infcerprsta- 
t  ion wes repudiated, which had said that President Oaaal 
Abdel Sasser* s speech closed the door to  -a p o litica l 
solution.

"*m* the W& revests is  net peace. I t  re jec ts , m  the 
'PresMeat has said , surrender and expansion. For i t  i* 
impossible that striv ing  for axpansioa aai claims of 
peace might go band in band,3 says AX-Ahxm,

Tim tru th  is  that the leaders of the progressiva Arab 
aouatrie® hmm not dosed tfe® door to  peace, despite the 
obstinacy of the Is rae li ra te rs , th e ir  opposition to  a 
p o litica l settlement and th e ir  being supported by the 
ISA which supplies them with the most modem weapons and 
p o litica l baching.

SmU was also the m m  m  »or«abar 10, 1969 , at the re- 
septic© given ly the Supreme Soviet to t ie  Sudasese del­
egable®. & reply to  the grafting of President 
the Sudanese Brims Minister Jaafar al-Suxairy, saidi 
nf fee withdrawal of the Is rae li forces free a l l  the oc- 
ci®led Arab areas most he brought d o s t  immediately and 
uacoedltieaaUy. This is the logical preliminary of the 
ju st solution of the Palestinian problem.3

mb th is  readiness fir a p o litica l -solution flora not d i­
minish the p e ril of the explosion as long as the rulers 
of Is ra e l, with the support of the ®A, eaefctgne obstruct­
ing *©ad to  a p o litic a l solution. I t  la th is  bb~ 
s tree t lea which encourages the strengthening of the no­
t ic e  of the m ilitary solution, irrespective of it® di- 
tensions md eenaeguaneeo.

apart free the necessity «f stressing the oppor- 

- 1% -
1

tunities for a political settlement and putting i t  in 
the front place, it  must be pointed out that the key to 
a politica l solution lies in the hands of Israel and the 
USA, This imposes on the Israeli people historic duties. 
The most important one of these is  to force the rulers 
of Israel to retreat to positions of peace.

Here again the dangers are revealed which originate ia  
the non-recognition of the right of the Israeli people 
to it s  state and the reactionary attitude on this ques­
tion. Par this erroneous stand pushes the Israeli masses 
into the arms cf reaction and imperialism, and fa ls ifie s  
the image of the struggle of the Arab peoples for the 
liquidation of the results of the aggression and for 
achieving the rights of the Palestinian Arab people.

A correct, principled, comprehensive and anti-imperial­
is t  attitude cf the Arab movement fbr national liberation, 
such as we have here expounded, would doubtlessly assist 
the anti-imperialist struggle in the region and in the 
world, and also the forces of progress and peace in Is­
rael, the Communist Party of Israel, in their struggle 
against the policy of expansion and annexation, and now 
particularly - for mobilising forces for the implemen­
tation of the Security Council Be solution, which is for 
the benefit cf peace, for the benefit of a ll  the peoples 
of the region, for-$be benefit of social progress in 
the Middle East.

# # #

(Dr. Emil* Touma, now wider house arrest in Israel, 
ia the Editor of A1 Ittihad, Arab language paper of 
the Communist ParEy of Israel.)
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