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Two Women under Military Occupation

Absent from

Nairobi

By John Masterson

ameeha Khalil should not have been

here! So it was with a tragic sense of

the irony inherent in our good luck

that we sat in her office in EI-Bireh, twin

city to Ramallah in the West Bank in the

territories under lIsraeli occupation, this the
11th of July 1985.

Um Khalil, as she is called, is the bio-

logical mother of five children but far better

Um Khalil

known in the West Bank as the spiritual
mother of the movement to keep alive Pales-
tinian culture and self-reliance.

She had been invited by the NGO (Non-
Governmental  Organization)  Planning
Committee of the United Nations to attend
the International Conference of the Decade
for Women in Nairobi as a resource person.
She sat and spoke with us instead; the
Nairobi conference had already started and
would take place without her. She spoke in
faultless English of the things she would
have spoken of at Nairobi— the women's so-
ciety called In’ash EI-Usra which she

eloguent Palestinian women was a story of
steadfast courage and ingenuity— the crea-
tion of self-reliant social, cultural, and
economic institutions under a military occu-
pation which has brought about the destruc-
tion of indigenous social structures by the
replacement of a traditional civil legal sys-
tem with a set of military regulations num-
bering over twelve hundred.

Of particular interest to the Nairobi con-
ference, these institutions had largely been
created by women and served principally
the needs of women and their children in a
land where most men would serve time in
political prisons and, when freed, be drawn
from their communities to serve the day-
labor needs of the Israeli economy.

Sameeha Khalil was forced to flee her
home in Mejda in the Gaza Strip in 1948 as
Israeli forces occupied the town. She stated
that, while she never accepted the U.N. par-
tition of her land in 1947, done without con-
sulting her people, she has turned her
thoughts from what military power prevents
her from doing to what she is capable of
doing herself.

by,” she said, stating two of them im-

mediately for us. “First, it is better to
light one candle every day than cry in the
darkness a hundred years. Second, the word
‘impossible’ is nonexistent when the human
will is liberated from despair and hesita-
tion.”

The third slogan was the cornerstone of
what she was later to create. It had been
formed in her mind in 1948, but she could
not act upon it until her existence became
more settled. She stated it this way: “We can
use the thoughts, time, and money of our
own people.”

She did not want handouts. When her
husband later became a director of UNRWA
(United Nations’ Relief and Work Agency),

I have always had three slogans | live

“Itis better to light one candle every
day than cry in the darkness a
hundred years. ”—Um Khalil

started twenty years ago in order to recreate
a Palestinian society on the rubble of a refu-
gee existence. On July 3rd her attorney,
Raja Shehadeh, had informed her that an Is-
raeli Legal Advisor of the Military Govern-
ment had denied her a permit to travel.

Several days later, we sat in Gaza with the
equally remarkable Yusra Barbary, founder
and leader of the Palestine Women’s Union
(PWU). It had been founded a year earlier
than In’ash El-Usra, in 1964, and its goals
and accomplishments mirrored in the Gaza
Strip what Um Khalil had created in the
West Bank. She, too, had been denied a per-
mit to travel by the Israeli military au-
thorities.

What was not heard at Nairobi from these
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her anger only increased. “Why do they
feed us,” she asked, “but give no support for
our return to our homes?”

When, in 1965, she had established a rel-
atively stable existence at EI-Bireh, she de-
cided to put her slogans to work. With six
women, she started her Society In’ash El-
Usra. “l didnt want to be a beggar any
more, from anyone,” she stated, as she de-
scribed her earliest efforts—a simple pro-
gram to teach illiterate girls to embroider
and sew. “We started,” she continued, “with
eight girls and one secondhand sewing
machine. Two years later there were 42
girls.”

Continued on page 6
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Israel’s “lron Fist” in Ramallah after killing of Israeli soldier, February 1985.

Editorial:

Israels Iron Fist
Gets Boost from Reagan

on the Palestine Liberation Organization’s Tunis headquarters, the hijacking of the

Achille Lauro, and direct U.S. military intervention against an Egyptian airliner
over the Mediterranean are only the sensational acts which have focused the media*s
attention on the region once again.

But these dramatic events did not arise out of a political vacuum. Events had been ap-
proaching boiling point for some time. Underlying these recent developments is an all-out
campaign to discredit the PLO and eliminate it from any political role and an increasing as-
sault on Palestinians living under Israeli rule.

In order to cynically manufacture public support for this coordinated campaign against
the Palestinian people, the Reagan administration, amplified by the media, has deliberately
whipped up war hysteria and anti-Arab racism in the United States. The bomb assassination
of Alex Odeh, regional director of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, in
the organization’s southern California headquarters is so far the most tragic and visible
result.

Unfortunately, the Western media often minimizes or ignores the real roots of these
events. But without getting to the heart of the matter, the seemingly endless cycle of vio-
lence in the Middle East can hardly be understood, let alone ended.

T he Middie East has once again grabbed the headlines with a vengeance. Israel’s raid

The Iron Fist

Repression of Palestinians living under Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip has recently intensified by deliberate decision of the joint Labor-Likud Israeli govern-
ment. Measures which had been discontinued under the former Likud government, such as
deportation and administrative detention, have been revived by the military government led
by Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Closings of universities and newspapers have become
more frequent. Many towns are under 24-hour curfew for days and weeks at a time. Demo-
litions of homes of those accused— not even waiting for convictions— of resistance ac-
tivities have increaseed.

As part of a brutal psychological warfare campaign, collective humiliation and harass-
ment have become commonplace. Entire villages are forced to stand outside for hours with
their arms held high in the air. Men are stripped naked or forced into humiliating acts with
animals by soldiers and settlers. Land confiscation has also increased; high government
officials have recently been implicated in massive land fraud schemes, exposed only when

Israelis were victimized. Continued on page 7
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Assembly declared November 29th as

the Day of International Solidarity with
the Palestinian people. On that date in 1947
the United Nations passed the partition plan
which sought to resolve the conflict in
Palestine by creating two states, one
predominantly Jewish and the other Arab.

In the ensuing 37 years, Israel was estab-
lished, hundreds of thousands of Pales-
tinians were driven out of their homeland
during warfare and have been forbidden to
return, and Israel has expanded to occupy
the rest of Palestine and militarily dominate
the region.

The 1979 vote to observe November 29th
as a day of international solidarity marked a
watershed: after three decades, the plight of
the Palestinian people had achieved world-
wide attention. This declaration was not an
isolated gesture; it was part of a trend
sweeping through world opinion. No longer
were Palestinians considered only as refu-
gees. At last they were recognized as a peo-
ple with national rights that must be ad-
dressed for real peace to be achieved. Sup-
port for an independent Palestinian state
came from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and
Europe. In this context, the Palestine Liber-
ation Organization gained official observer
status within the world body— an achieve-
ment won by the persistence of the Pales-

FOCUS

I n 1979 the United Nations General

November 29th:
Palestine and World Opinion

tinian resistance.

In declaring a day of international solidar-
ity, world public opinion recognized that the
rights of the Palestinian people are still vio-
lated, particularly their right to self-determi-
nation. Palestinians remain dispossessed, a
people without a homeland.

Indeed, Palestinian resistance to Israeli
occupation has gained the support of the en-
tire world for the justice of its cause and its
desire for peace— with two glaring excep-
tions, the United States and lIsrael.

orld public opinion recognizes
that Israel is occupying and col-
onizing Arab people’s land— Is-

rael even proudly asserts it—yet, the
Reagan administration and Congress have
voted to increase aid to Israel for 1986 to
$4.5 billion, without imposing any limita-
tions on the use of these funds. Israel’s occu-
pation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and
Golan Heights and its continuing occupa-
tion of southern Lebanon are all patently il-
legal according to Geneva conventions and
other declarations of international law.

The United Nations has proposed an inter-
national conference for comprehensive
peace negotiations, a conference which
would include the PLO, Israel, the Soviet
Union, and the United States. Yet, both Is-
rael and the United States stand out in op-

the 13th District in Michigan, spent seven days in the
Middle East recently. His September 13, 1985 press re-
lease stated that “his recent trip to the Middle East has

position, blocking all reasonable attempts
for peace.

While repeated United Nations General
Assembly resolutions have recognized the
Palestine Liberation Organization as “the
sole legitimate representative of the Pales-
tinian people,” Israel and the United States
categorically reject the PLO, preferring to
“settle” the Palestinian question without the
Palestinians. Rejecting any comprehensive
approach, the United States aggressively
pursues its Camp David strategy as an alter-
native. The Camp David agreements prop-
osed that the Egyptian regime should
negotiate for the Palestinian people. The
Reagan plan today— an extension of the
same approach—asks King Hussein to
speak for the Palestinians, once again
bypassing the role of the PLO. In other
words, the rejection of any independent Pal-
estinian entity is built into the process.

heir rights have been violated for

I decades— by military occupation,
expulsion, and massacres: all con-
demned by international law. Yet Pales-
tinians are still smeared as “terrorists” hy
the media and official policymakers. A few
isolated acts of violence are sensationalized
by the media, while the pain of thousands of

convinced him that a system of apartheid exists on the
West Bank and Gaza under the Israeli military occupa-

tion.”

victims of Israeli bombings in refugee
camps is ignored. Palestinians who want to
live in their homeland in peace are labeled
as “extremists,” while racist demands to
expel all Palestinians from their lands with
violence are tolerated as permissible
dissent.

However, despite decades of misinforma-
tion, Americans are beginning to respond:
opinion polls regularly show that American
public opinion is far more open to the need
for Palestinian rights and for an independent
Palestinian state than official U.S. policy. In
this light, the recent fanning of anti-Arab ra-
cism and war fever by President Reagan dur-
ing the Achille Lauro hijacking can be seen
as an effort to prevent Americans from ex-
amining U.S. policy in the Middle East too
closely. It is precisely during difficult times
such as these that solidarity for the Pales-
tinian people must be voiced.

One antidote to hysteria is information.
The bare historical facts are partisan to the
Palestinian cause. The worldwide commem-
oration of November 29th reminds us that
we can oppose the psychological manipula-
tions of our government and media. Solidar-
ity with the Palestinian people can be built
in North America; it can and it will. O

for Palestine has called for national demonstrations on
November 21 against the “Iron Fist” policy of the Israeli
government and has invited other organizations tojoin us.

On Action

By Steve Coldfield

On October 11, 1985, Alex Odeh, the southern Califor-
nia regional coordinator of the American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee (ADC), was killed and seven
others, in nearby but unrelated offices, wounded in a
bomb blast at the ADC office in Santa Ana, California. In
August, the ADC office in Boston was bombed; a police-
man was injured in the blast. ADC offices around the
country have been receiving death threats along with hate-
filled phone messages. The national office of the
November 29th Committee for Palestine immediately is-
sued a statement condemning the vicious bombing and
calling for a full investigation by local and federal au-
thorities and vigorous prosecution of the perpetrators.

The November 29th Committee for Palestine has also
received phoned-in death threats and insults at our na-
tional office in San Francisco. The bombings and threats
result from the hysterical anti-Palestinian and anti-Arab
campaign waged by the U.S. government through the
media. This campaign is designed to silence those who
continue to challenge the policies of the U.S. government
and the Israeli government in the Middle East. But as our
statement concludes, “We will not be silenced. Our best
defense is to redouble our own efforts to educate Ameri-
can public opinion.”

Now, especially, all those who support democratic
rights and stand against fascism in Israel and the United
States must joint to oppose hatemongers such as Rabbi
Meir Kahane, founder of the terrorist group, the Jewish
Defense League, and prominent leader of the Israeli fas-
cist movement. As we went to press, Kahane was begin-
ning another multicity tour to form chapters and raise
money. Kahane will be met with demonstrations wherever
he goes. Late word is that Israeli Defense Minister Yit-
zhak Rabin, personally responsible for the “Iron Fist” pol-
icy in southern Lebanon, the Gaza Strip, and the West
Bank, is coming in late November. It appears that Kahane
is Rabin’s advance man, or perhaps we should call him a
stalking horse.

* ok Kk Kk

Congressman George W. Crockett, Jr., who represents
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Congressman Crockett stated: “Here in the Congress
we are fighting against South Africa’s repressive measures
and yet closing our eyes to the institutional repression and
the brutality that is being daily conducted against the Pal-
estinians in the Israeli-occupied Arab territories. We are
looking the other way because Israel, like South Africa, is
white and is a friend and ally.”

Mr. Crockett, who is a member of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, also said that “peace will never be
realized so long as we allow Israel to pursue the kinds of
regional policies that she has been implementing for the
past eighteen years in the West Bank and Gaza. If a just
solution is not found to the Palestinian question very
soon, one which allows self-government and a homeland
for the Palestinian diaspora, then the United States will be
inexorably dragged into another and far more violent Mid-
dle East quagmire.” The Congressman’s statement con-
cludes, “The United States must speak out for a com-
prehensive peace settlement and for an immediate end to
the repressive measures against the Palestinians in the Is-
raeli-occupied territories.”

* X Kk Kk k

In response to the emergency situation described by
Congressman Crockett, The November 29th Committee

Israeli military occupation authorities closed down the
Palestinian newspaper al-Darb on September 30. For the
first time, Israeli journalists joined Palestinians in protest-
ing the closure. We sent the following telegram to be read
at the October 1 demonstration: “The November 29th
Committee for Palestine/Palestine Focus protests the clo-
sure of al-Darb by the Israeli government in its growing
campaign of repression against the Palestinian people.”

We also sent a telegram to the PLO regarding the Israeli
raid on Tunis. Itread: “The November 29th Committee for
Palestine condemns the barbaric Israeli raid on Tunis and
reaffirms our support for the PLO as the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people.”

* k* *x k% %

Sabra and Shatila: The Palestine Solidarity Committee in
Portland, Oregon (a chapter of the November 29th Com-
mittee for Palestine) held a memorial event, including a
slide show, for Sabra and Shatila in September. The San
Francisco chapter held a similar event in October. In Sac-
ramento, several groups, including the November 29th
Committee for Palestine, Sacramento Peace Center,
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, General
Union of Palestine Students, and others commemorated
the massacre with a cedar-tree planting ceremony.

Anti-Apartheid Activities: The November 29th Com-
mittee for Palestine’s Chicago chapter is working on the
steering committee of the city-wide Free South Africa co-
alition and had a speaker at the October 12 anti-Apartheid
action in Chicago. Our New York chapter participated in a
October 11 demonstration. A spirited Middle East contin-
gent marched in the October 12 anti-Apartheid demonst-
ration in Oakland, California where a representative of
the General Union of Palestine Students spoke.

November 29th Committee for Palestine National
Chair Steve Goldfield was invited by the General Union
of Palestine Students to Louisiana State University in
Baton Rouge to lecture on Zionism as part of a series of
forums on the Middle East sponsored by the local chapter
of Amnesty International. Midwest Regional Coordinator
Camille Odeh spoke at a reportback on the Nairobi
women’s conference in Chicago. National Director
Jeanne Butterfield spoke at similar reportback events in
Boston and New York.

* k k k%

Continued on page 7
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shaking hands with Palestinians as a cause
of opposition to Kahane. Let us begin again
with a real incident which repeats itself
again not only in the speeches of Kahane but
of many rabbis who are supporting him.

After so many years of dependency on
America, everything American is popular
and sacred in Israel. So, suppose one asks
Kahane or one of his rabbis in a public meet-
ing in Israel, why do you oppose democracy
in America? (Not in Israel, I will come to
democracy in lIsrael: he is against democ-
racy in principle.) The answers of such peo-
ple, given many times, are that the Declara-
tion of Independence and the Constitution
were not signed by any single Jewish per-
son, they were actually signed only by non-
Jews. This nobody can deny.

Therefore, it follows in their type of
thinking— which you have to understand
also in order to combat it— that first of all,

s a reader of Palestine Focus, you
A know what an effective tool it can

be to present an alternative
perspective on the Palestinian issue and on
U.S. policy toward the Middle East to large
numbers of people who need that
perspective.

There are still far too few Americans who
have even a basic understanding of the root
issues of justice and peace in the Middle
East. Those of us who do understand share a
special responsibility. All of us must be-
come teachers, daring to persuade the Amer-
ican public that our government’s Middle
East policy is dead wrong.

Today, the movement for Palestinian
rights is growing and building the basis for a
long-term challenge to domination of anti-
Palestinian and anti-Arab views over Amer-
ican political life. Whether you are a friend,
a supporter, or an active organizer, you can
join this historic movement. Your contribu-
tion can help maintain Palestine Focus as a
catalyst in the process of change. Financial
assistance is one important way to make a
strong statement of support for Palestinian
rights. Consider the comments printed on
this page and then consider how much you
can give. We appreciate your generosity.

“We find your publication of importance
to our work.”— Institute for Palestine
Studies, Beirut

“Palestine Focus is an excellent and in-
formative newsletter on the Palestine ques-
tion. It makes an extremely important con-
tribution— especially to the progressive and
peace groups in this country, that all too
often ignore the Palestinian issue.”

— Cheryl Rubenberg, Assistant Professor
of Political Science, Florida International
University

“It places the Palestine question within its
larger context of world liberation struggles.
This is part of reality, and it is essential that
it be reflected in the analysis.”— Muham-
mad Hallaj, Director, Palestine Research
and Educational Center

“Palestine Focus continues to be a fabul-
ous contribution to the cause. And | must
say, it is the best newsletter published in the

to use a term very similar to one employed
here thirty years ago, they constitute un-
Jewish documents. The second step would
be for such people, and especially rabbis,
who like this linguistic analysis, to point out
that the word “democracy” is Greek. And
the Greeks were heathens, they were wor-
shiping idols. They point to the festival of
Hanukah in which Jews had at a certain time
a very strong religious conflict with Greeks.
And they point to further developments of
democracy which were not Jewish develop-
ments. And then they say that whatever
does not have deep roots— the word “root”
is, | think, very suggestive— in Jewish trad-
itions and in Jewish history— which can
therefore be described as un-Jewish— can-
not be possibly good. Only things which
have been Jewish historically for two
thousand and three thousand years can pos
sibly be accepted by Jews.

or people who are believers in
Jewish orthodoxy, this will be a very
powerful argument. Second, such an
argument will reach people who are influ-
enced by the newer Israeli or Hebrew educa-
tion of the last fifteen or twenty years in
order to serve as a justification for occupa-

U.S. on Palestinians.”—Rev. Don
Wagner, National Director, Palestine
Human Rights Campaign

“Palestine Focus has become a first-rate
newspaper. We’ve needed a paper of this
caliber on Palestine—and now we’ve got it.”
—James Zogby, Arab-American Institute

“Palestine Focus remains an important
source of factual information and objective
commentary, not only on the day-to-day as-
pects of the central conflict, but locates the
issue in its broader international context.”
— Richard P. Stevens, Adjunct Professor
of Government, Georgetown University

“Palestine Focus is a courageous publi-
cation which addresses a broad range of is-
sues related to the Palestine question. Itis a
reliable source of information and analysis
for all those concerned with the conflict.”

— Omar Kader, Executive Director, Amer-
ican-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee

“Salute! to Palestine Focus for answer-
ing questions rarely asked—but which
should be— about the Middle East’s central
and most obdurate problem. In highly read-
able style it puts into perspective the events,
usually too glibly reported in TV one-liners
or incoherent, simplistic reportage of con-
ventional newspapers. In my own work |
find its knowledgeable expositions of the
‘why’s’ to be valuable contributions to un-
derstanding the ‘what’s.””— Rabbi Elmer
Berger, President, American Jewish Alter-
natives to Zionism

“For those who contribute to the struggle
against Zionism inside and outside of Pales-
tine and who support the PLO as the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people, Palestine Focus is an important
forum for information and publication and
one of the pillars of Palestine solidarity
work in the United States.”—Dr. Uri
Davis

“Its unique blend of expert analysis and
unbiased comprehensive coverage of con-
temporary Palestinian developments makes
it indispensible for anyone who is seriously
concerned with the question of Pales-
tine.”— Naseer Aruri, Professor of Politi-
cal Science, Southeastern Massachusetts
University

“Palestine Focus is a first-rate source of
information and commentary about de-
velopments around the Israel/Palestine con-
flict and about U.S. policy in the Middle

tion. You can, for example, connect the sup-
port for Kahane with the famous expres-
sion, “Judea and Samaria” as referring to
the West Bank. The expression “Judea and
Samaria” was promoted officially in order
to say to certain types of people, Jewish and
Christian fundamentalists, that if the Bible
says by employing those two terms that this
land in the Bible was promised to Jews, then
this is so, although the rest of the world
doesn’t recognize it.

If you employ this form of argument, you
reinforce in a certain part of Jewish opinion
the idea that everything which was not
Jewish from Biblical times continuously
must necessarily be bad. And this argument
continues. The argument with Jewish ex-
tremism is, for example, about the question
of Hebrew theater. Obviously, theater in
Yiddish or in Hebrew is a very modern in-
stitution. It was imitative. It was a sign of
assimilation, another key word which is
emphasized by them as a great sin. You can
come from this to oppose classical music
and not only classical music which is
specifically Christian. Actually, many rab-
bis have said this summer that since Beeth-
oven was not Jewish, this is by itself
sufficient that you should not hear him.

East. It is partisan in the best sense of the
word and provides a badly needed perspec-
tive of solidarity with the struggle for Pales-
tinian rights.”—Joe Stork, Editor, MERIP
Reports

“Palestine Focus meets the ultimate test:
I met a man at an event who told me he
hadn’t done anything political in 20 years
but came out that evening because he had
been handed a Palestine Focus on the street.
I was impressed.—Jane Hunter, Editor,
Israeli Foreign Affairs

“In an environment where honest, accu-
rate, and forthright news and comment on
the Middle East and Palestine are nearly im-
possible to obtain, Palestine Focus stands
out as a beacon of accuracy, wisdom, and
integrity. It is indispensable.”— Mark Sol-
omon, Cochair, U.S. Peace Council and
Professor of History, Simmons College

You can send a tax-deductible contribu-
tion to Palestine Focus with the coupon at
the bottom of this page. To show our ap-
preciation, we've set up a sustainer program:

$25 or more— Receive copies of our
brochures (“The Palestinians and the Quest
tor Peace,” “The November 29th Commit-
tee for Palestine: Who We Are, What We
Stand For, What We Do, What You Can Do,”
and “Human Rights for Palestinian and
Lebanese Prisoners™) plus our new book,
Garrison State: Israels Role in U.S. Global
Strategy by Steve Goldfield.

$50 or more— Brochures, Garrison State,
and a choice of one of the following: The Ar-
mageddon Network by Michael Saba; Our
Roots Are Still Alive: The Story ofthe Palesti-
nian People-, or American Aid to Israel: Na-
ture and Impact by Mohammed EI-Khawas
and Samir Abed-Rabbo.

$100 or more— Brochures,
State, and any two books.

Garrison

Please make tax-deductible contributions
payable to S.F.W.C. and mail to Palestine
Focus, P. O. Box 27462, San Francisco, CA
94127

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE
I enclose $ .to support Pales-
tine Focus.Send me: Garrison
State and Armageddon___
u.s. Aid--—---—----—-- Roots.

Therefore, the rise of Jewish ex-
tremism— 1 am purposely changing my
terms and using the term “Jewish ex-

tremism”—ademands and points to a possi-
ble change in lifestyle of the majority of Is-
raelis. Not only theater and classical music,
but using a car to go swimming in the sea.
According to Jewish orthodoxy, this is a
mortal sin. Another example is giving any
election rights to women.

Here we can give examples not only from
Kahane. Of course, Kahane is against rights
for women. But | will tell you a story of
another party which is not as extreme as
Kahane on Palestinians but is equally ex-
treme about Jews. A party called Agudat Is-
rael, a non-Zionist orthodox party, is now
supporting settlements in occupied ter-
ritories and built for itself and its own
settlers a town in the West Bank called Em-
manuel. Families who settle in their town
have to sign an undertaking that women of
those families will not require the right to
vote in municipal elections and actually this
was carried out. There were municipal elec-
tions in this town a year ago and women
voluntarily abstained because they consider
that it is a sin to vote. O

(to be continued)
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This interview with two editors of Al-Fajr
publications was recorded by the National
Lawyers Guild delegation in Jerusalem,
December 19841January 1985.

e started al-Fajr around April
1972. We started as an Arabic
weekly, and progressed up to

1974 also as a twice weekly. At that time,
this used to be the home of the founder of
the paper, Mr. Joseph Nasser, the first editor
of the paper. On February 4, 1974 he was
kidnapped from this very place. When he re-
turned home around midnight of February
4—he had just finished the weekly edition
of the Arabic paper— he came home and
since that day he disappeared.

We know that he was kidnapped. There
was one Palestinian who was convicted of
kidnapping Mr. Nasser, but neither Mr. Nas-
ser himself or his body ever appeared again,
although from our own private sources, we
knew that the night he was kidnapped he
was taken to Hebron and killed over there
and his body was left somewhere that the Is-
raeli authorities know about but they havent
uncovered. According to our information,
they also took part in the kidnapping indi-
rectly through Palestinian hands, Palesti-
nians who are similar to the present Village
league people, the alternative leadership
that the Israelis are trying to create to re-
place the PLO. Even today an item appeared
in the Jerusalem Post which says the deputy
foreign minister of Israel, Mr. Ulmer, has
declared that this was a failure in Israeli pol-
icy similar to the failure that they had in the
Sharon policy of trying to eradicate 1he Pal-
estinian leadership by invading Lebanon in
1982.

Now we return to the censorship of the
Palestinian press. As soon as things were ar-
ranged in al-Fajr house to keep the voice,

Interview with a F

Censorship In

because we call al-Fajr the voice of the Pal-
estinian people in the occupied territories—
we try to reflect the aspirations, the thinking
of the Palestinians inside and outside by re-
flecting here what they think and publishing
it and at the same time taking from Palesti-

tributed in the occupied territories. It’s legal
to distribute English al-Fajr in Jerusalem. If
you carry an issue of English al-Fajr into the
West Bank or the Gaza Strip, you are liable
to be jailed for six months.

Israeli settlers demonstrate for closure of al-Fajr. Another newspaper, al-Darb was closed October I, 1985.

nian literature outside and publishing it in
the occupied territories.

In April of 1980 also we started the En-
glish edition of al-Fajr. The English edition
is not similar to the Arabic edition. It has
only one page which is a window on the
Arab press, which we take from al-Fajr and
other Palestinian papers. Most of the other
material is either original in al Fajr news-
papers or, because many of our studies are
completely censored out, we take things
similar to what we want to publish from the
Hebrew press.

Because of the severe censorship, al-Fajr
English, which has a policy of publishing
from the Hebrew press without submission
to the censor, is still banned from being dis-

ostly the censors would like to

obliterate the thought of Palesti-

nian nationality. They don* like
us to express this nationality; they would
like to suppress it because they would recog-
nize us as an Arab minority and not as a Pal-
estinian people. Many times they will take
the word “Palestinian” and put “Arabic” in-
stead of “Palestinian.”

Just to give you an example. Last week
four items were tampered with somehow.
One was about al-Agsa [mosque in
Jerusalem], the Dome of the Rock. The
whole article was taken out, totally cen-
sored. It was about the harassment and the
attempts to undermine the whole building,
as stated by the officials of the Islamic

Wagf.

To give you an idea of what they have
taken of the story about agriculture, specifi-
cally about bananas, produced in the Jordan
valley. The very first sentence, where it says
“Palestine’s natural agricultural wealth has
always made it an attractive target for colo-
nial powers.” That specific sentence was
dangerous for the security of the state and it
was taken out.

They have also taken out almost the
whole ending of the article. It talks about
how the lIsraelis are interested in changing
the whole produce to suit their own indus-
tries and how they are interfering in the
banana crop in this case. This is one of the
partially censored items, and if you read it
in our paper, you will see that whatever was
taken out doesn’t appear in the paper.

We tried to use certain graphics in place
of the item that was censored, and we were
instructed, after using it five or six times,
not to use it. Then we invented the dotted
lines to replace the censored material. Then,
again, after a year they instructed us not to
use it. Now we keep two lines of blank
space, almost, just to give an idea to our
reader that this is not how we wrote the arti-
cle, and if he understands it, fine.

When our editorial disappears, we put
“apologies.” We are not allowed to put
blank space so we had to do something and
maybe soon they will also prevent us from
using that. It is our policy to show that there
is censorship, and that is why we put
“Apologies.” We can write another editorial,
but otherwise people will not feel that there
is any censorship.

The censor is a branch of the military, the
Israeli Defense Force, a colonel. It’s an
office in West Jerusalem in the Beit Hagrom
building. It’s called the military censorship,
and it’s supposed only to censor things con-

Tawfiq Zayyad, Mayor of Nazareth

“We breathe discrimination
the way a human being breathes air.”

Tawfiq Zayyad is one of the foremost Palestinian poets,
the mayor of the City of Nazareth in the Galilee, and a
member of the Israeli Knesset from the Democratic
Frontfor Peace and Equality list. The speech (a sum-
mary translatedfrom Arabic by the United Nations) and
Palestine Focus interview excerpted here are both from
the September 1985 International NGO Conference on
Palestine in Geneva.

he latest American assault, which is being stepped
up over recent months, is very far removed from
being a peace initiative. Its real aim is to impose a
liquidation of the Palestinian issue, and of the rights of the
Palestinian Arab people to national sovereignty. It is being
conducted on the basis of the official declared American
position (the Reagan plan), which is based on rejection of
the principle of withdrawal to the 1967 borders, rejection
of the right of the Palestinian Arab people to self-determi-
nation, and an independent state, and rejection of recogni-
tion of the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian Arab people.
At the least, it is conducted with a view to harnessing the
PLO to the American position and depleting it of all Pales-
tinian national content, thereby widening the split in the
organization and aggravating its internal difficulties.
American timing is based on the difficulties facing the
Palestinian people and the PLO as a result of the Israeli in-
vasion of Lebanon in 1982. The American (and lIsraeli)
precondition for those Palestinians participating in the
joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation is that they should
be “acceptable,” in other words, that they should, in prac-
tice, be appointed by the United States and be acceptable
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to the government of Israel. This implies a violation of the
principle that the PLO is the sole legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people and opens a breach for the poten-
tial elimination of the legitimate leadership of the Palesti-
nian Arab people recognized at the Palestinian, Arab, and
international levels. Accordingly, the foundations are
being laid for the implementation of the second phase of
the Camp David design (the Reagan plan), this time by
making use of the Jordanian regime and admitting it as a
formal participant along with other Arab leaders who are
sympathetic to the United States and to its strategic de-
signs in the region and are endeavoring to increase pres-
sure on the PLO. The Camp David agreements did not
bring peace and did not resolve the Palestinian issue,
which is the essence of the crisis, but were an invitation to
a new war (that in Lebanon); a Camp David Il would also
be an invitation to future wars.

Reference must be made, with particular gravity, to the
fact that the United States and lIsrael are using the so-
called “peace initiative” or “peace process” referred to in
order to cover up a number of matters of extreme serious-
ness: coverup of the continued Israeli occupation of parts
of southern Lebanon, directly by Israeli forces and indi-
rectly through the intermediary of the mercenary Antoine
Lahad forces, and of the sabotage activity of Israeli lac-
keys inside Lebanon; coverup of preparations for a new
war against Syria in order to open the way for the com-
plete subjugation of the Middle East; coverup of Israel’s
involvement in schemes of the United States beyond the
Palestinian issue and beyond the Middle East region, as
seen in the strategic cooperation agreement, Israeli readi-
ness to take part in Star Wars, nuclear-weapon production

programs, etc., in the belief that the United States will
gain ascendancy internationally and in the Middle East
and that the Soviet Union and the national liberation
movements, in general, will be weakened by the success
of Israeli schemes and expansionist ambitions.

here is no essential qualitative difference between

the two major parties making up the lIsraeli gov-

ernment, the Ma’arakh (Labor) and the Likud.
The differences are tactical and matters of outward form.
Complete agreement exists on the three Israeli no’: no
withdrawal to the 1967 borders; no right to self-determina-
tion and an independent state for the Palestinian Arab peo-
ple; no recognition of the PLO. This makes Israel the only
rejectionist state in the region. The continued settlement
activity, the stepping up of the “lron Fist” policy, and oc-
cupation-related oppression in the occupied territories are
destructive not only for the Palestinian Arab people, but
for the Israeli people and its national interests.

The solution, ajust, comprehensive, and lasting peace,
is possible only on the basis of withdrawal from all the
areas occupied in 1967, the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination and an independent state, and recog-
nition of the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of
the Palestinian people. This solution is based on the resol-
utions and covenants of the United Nations, which pro-
hibit the acquisition of the territory of others by force of
arms. What is needed is a balance of power, both interna-
tionally and within the region, and an objective outlook
which does not permit the imposition of an unjust “settle-
ment,” as the experience of continued wars over 37 years
(particularly that of the Lebanon war of 1982) has proved.
International experience (that of the Vietnamese, Cuban,



a/r (the Dawn)

he West Bank

ceming the security of the state and against
army movement. There are two types of cen-
sorship: one specifically for the Palestinian
press and the other for the Hebrew press.
For the Hebrew press, they only send the
materials which | imagine concern security
and army movement. But we, the Palesti-
nian press, are asked to send everything,
even a letter, that we print.

For the English weekly, we have to sub-
mit everything up to printing time. For the
daily paper, we usually prepare 25 to 30 per-
cent more material, and we send throughout
the day from 2 in the afternoon until almost
midnight when we go to press. So, since we
are not allowed to leave blank spaces, many
times we come out in Arabic without edito-
rials, so we put the word “Natathir” there
which means “apologize.” But we put it
once. We must use the other space to put
other stories in.

The stories are normally delayed for 24
hours for the weekly; for the daily paper it is
usually 2 to 3 hours. Sometimes a story
which is killed the first night is not impor-
tant to publish the next day; it’s not a news
item after it appears on TV, for example.
Many of the items censored here, the people
can still hear on the TV station in Amman
and usually the foreign press relay the
stories to the wire services. The wire serv-
ices will carry them and then they are broad-
cast in Amman. And yet, though it happens
here in Jerusalem or in the West Bank, we
cannot report this.

Let me say that when the censorship reg-
ulations were introduced back in 1945 they
were made by the British against whomever
was in Palestine then, Zionist or non-
Zionist, including us Palestinians. Maybe it
was effective because communication in the
‘world was somehow restricted. If people
could not read something in Britain, then

they would not hear that item until a year
later.

Now, with the new mass communications
in the world, where people can hear what
goes on in the States in the second hour, |
don’t believe that they really think this is ef-
fective. Because people still can hear what-
ever news item is being restricted by the
censor. That’s why we now believe that it’s
more of a harassment procedure against Pal-
estinian papers rather than actually restrict-
ing the news item.

And the harassment doesnt stop just at
censorship. They have a more effective way
of harassing us. The English paper is in-
tended for the international public; we dont
mind if it is not distributed in the West Bank

this court order. It happened earlier when
there were disturbances in the West Bank.
And they stopped us from distributing for
periods of sometimes up to six months.

The high court is in a dilemma. If they
rule for us, censorship would be lost as a
tool of the Israeli government to harass us.
If they rule against us, it is a precedent that
can be used against the Hebrew press. For
over three years this case has been in the
high court with no ruling. The court is trying
to arrange a gentlemen’sagreement between
the paper and the censor. They want to settle
it out of court because they don’t want the
precedent. Ifthey rule for us, the Israeli gov-
ernment would lose a very good tool for
keeping us under their thumb.

Every military governor is a law
unto himself. 1f he doesnt like a
news item, he can send his soldiers
to confiscate the issues.”

or the Gaza Strip. But for the Arabic paper,
when they prevent us from distributing in
the Gaza Strip or the West Bank, it means
we are losing 90 percent of our readers and
our advertisement revenue. And this is more
damaging than the censorship. This happens
quite often. It happened for three months
during the 1982 invasion in Lebanon. We
had to go to the high court and in July 1982
we were allowed to distribute by court
order. The military has, to date, still not
answered the high court, and we are dis-
tributing in the occupied territories through

Because of the constant harassment, pre-
vention of distribution in the occupied ter-
ritories, we try to be cooperative in saying
that we will agree to a gentlemen’s agree-
ment if we are allowed the same leeway as
the Hebrew press, that we can publish ev-
erything that happens in the occupied ter-
ritories except things that would endanger
security, i.e., military information. The mil-
itary government in the West Bank doesn’t
agree to this. What we try to publish in our
paper would hurt foremost the military gov-
ernment in the occupied territories. So they

keep it up in the air.

The paper is confiscated. Also, many
times even in the cities, every military gov-
ernor is a law unto himself. If he doesn’t like
a news item, he can send his soldiers to the
distributing point in the city and confiscate
the issues. At the same time, they also have
another weapon. The English and Arabic pa-
pers were closed twice. Once for a period of
ten days. The next time for a whole month.
We werent allowed to publish at all. This
was said because we published a cartoon in
the English paper. Actually the Arabic paper
didnt have anything to do with it. But be-
cause both of them are called al-Fajr, they
were both closed at one stroke. In that car-
toon, we showed a Palestinian boy with a
small stone trying to burst the balloon of the
Village League which we depicted as a bal-
loon. And for that the entire paper was
closed for a whole month.

At the same time we have restrictions
against the journalists themselves. We have
from al-Fajr English one person who is not
allowed to go into the West Bank. We have
from al-Fajr Arabic two people under town
restrictions, one of them in Tulkarim— not
even in Tulkarim, in a small village next to
Tulkarim, and another one in Sa’ir, a village
next to Hebron. The man from Tulkarim has
been prevented from coming to work for the
past two and a half years. And our man from
Sa’ir has not been allowed to work for the
third consecutive six-month period because
the town restrictions are given at six-month
periods. O

and Algerian questions and of dozens of other national lib-
eration causes) demonstrates that it is not possible in our
time to solve national issues by military might, but only
on the basis of the principle of the right to self-determina-
tion.

The Question of the International Conference

The entire discussion of the international conference
(under the auspices of the United Nations and with the par-
ticipation of the Soviet Union, the United States, Israel,
the PLO, and the other states concerned) is a discussion of
whether there is to be ajust solution or an unjust solution.
All those who reject the international conference reject a
just solution and seek to impose the liquidation of the
rights of the Palestinian people to national sovereignty
and the exclusion of the Soviet Union and the PLO. All
those who desire a just, comprehensive, and lasting solu-
tion see the international conference as the framework for
its achievement.

The international responsibility is a direct one. The con-
flict involved in the Palestinian issue cannot be removed
from the general context of international relations. Con-
flagration and outbreaks of hostilities cannot always be
contained within the Middle East. The Middle East issue
(with a war every three to four years) may lead to an inter-
national eruption or one extending beyond the Middle
East.

Accordingly, in present circumstances, the interna-
tional conference is an appropriate framework, or rather

the only framework, for reaching ajust solution which is
also accompanied by assured guarantees for the future.
The latest statements made by Reagan, Peres, and King
Hussein on their conception of the international confer-
ence demonstrate that they seek an “international confer-
ence” that will be an umbrella, a rubber stamp, and an in-
ternational endorsement of a liquidationist settlement of
the right of the Palestinians to national sovereignty, of the
realization by Israel of territorial acquisitions and of a set-
tlement reached by them in advance.

he statements in question were, nevertheless,
made as a pro forma retreat in the face of the inter-

national campaign of pressure conducted by the

PF: How has the rise of Kahanism affected Palestinians
living within lIsrael at the present time?

TZ: Nazareth is the biggest Arab town inside Israel; it’s
population is more than fifty-five thousand people. The
overwhelming majority of people work outside the town
because of the lack of factories, and they work in Jewish-
owned places of work. Now unemployment is rising in-
tensively—it’s over 20 percent— because we don’t have
local industrial projects.

This is a result of the Israeli policy not only toward
Nazareth but toward also toward the other Arab towns and
villages. Since the establishment of the state of Israel, the
official policy toward its Arab citizens was— and still is—
a policy based on racism and on national discrimination.
I can say we breathe national discrimination like the way
a human being breathes air in all spheres of life.

This is expressed mainly in the process of confiscation
of the lands which belong to the Arab citizens of the state
of Israel. And this process of confiscation of land is con-
tinuous all the time. Another thing is discrimination
against Arab municipalities. The governmental budgets
given to Arab municipalities are not more than 25 percent
of the Jewish towns or villages. In education we suffer
from a shortage of school buildings. There are about three
thousand classrooms for seven hundred thousand people.
And we suffer in all st>heres of life.

United Nations and its member states, by world public
opinion, and by all the forces that truly desire ajust, com-
prehensive, and lasting settlement. At the same time, cau-
tion should be used against any illusions created by this
merely formal retreat. The idea of the international confer-
ence is taking firm root among such extensive interna-
tional circles that the United States and Israel cannot ig-
nore them and are resorting to strategems against them.
This shows the need to intensify the international pressure
exerted by the United Nations, its member states, the
peace-loving states, and the forces of rationality on the
rulers of the United States and of Israel as a strategic
framework for bringing about ajust, comprehensive, and
lasting peace in the Middle East.

for the rise of Kahanism, which is the worst kind of

Israeli racism against the Arabs. Kahanism is not the
only form of racism. All the policies are racist policies;
and, thanks to these policies, Kahane could rise— and not
only Kahane. During the last year, for the first time, there
are many groups, committees, associations of racists,
which remind me of the Ku Klux Klan in the United
States. They attack Arabs and call openly for expelling
Arab citizens from Israel.

Kahanism is rising in a very dangerous way in the last
year. Last year he got enough votes for one member of the
Knesset, but the newspapers report that if the election
happened today Kahane would have eleven. This is terri-
ble. But the whole process inside the country is going to
the right. Inside even the Labor Party, the characteristic
process is to the right, the same inside the Likud; and the
extremists are becoming even more extreme than before.
Our people are united against this policy. We believe that
the struggle against racism and national oppression is a
Jewish-Arab struggle, and we are working hand in hand
with Jewish democratic forces inside the country. But, in
general, the situation is very hard and getting harder and
harder and more complicated. But we are doing our best
to strengthen our unity, to strengthen our struggle inside
the government, inside the lIsraeli Knesset, and in all
other frameworks. O

] believe that this anti-Arab policy has been the basis
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Nairobi...

Continuedfrom page 1

When, in 1965, she had established a rel-
atively stable existence at El- Bireh, she de-
cided to put her slogans to work. With six
women, she started her Society In’ash El-
Usra. “l didn't want to be a beggar any
more, from anyone,” she stated, as she de-
scribed her earliest efforts—a simple pro-
gram to teach illiterate girls to embroider
and sew. “We started,” she continued, “with
eight girls and one secondhand sewing

Yusra Barbary

machine. Two years later there were 42
girls.”

In a quiet voice, betraying none of the
pride she must have felt in the society’s
achievements, she told us, “We now have
350 trainees involved in sewing, weaving,
machine embroidery, and secretarial train-
ing.” Graduates of the school now number
nine thousand in the West Bank and four
thousand in the Gaza Strip. Because the
skills taught are production-oriented, al-
most all of her graduates are employed.

Faced with the problem of supporting her
school financially, Um Khalil decided to ex-
tend the school’s production to the neighbor-
ing towns where such skills abounded
among the many refugees from various
parts of Palestine. She sought out women
known to be skilled in the arts of weaving
and embroidery.

Today, the society has two thousand
women producing woven and embroidered
goods selling at 100 percent profit over cost
of production. She is not only able to sup-
port the work of the school but gives finan-
cial aid to the families of over six hundred
and fifty Palestinian men who are in prison
for violation, or suspected violation, of mil-
itary orders.

PALESTINE FOCUS

At this point she insisted that we follow
her into another room of the sprawling
center. “You must,” she said, “see the work
of my girls.” And, opening several drawers,
she showed us exquisitely hand-embroi-
dered tablecloths, napkins, and pillow
cases. It became quite clear that quality was
one element in the success of her work.

he story of Yusra Barbary is similar

and her accomplishments no less

impressive. Starting with a single
center in 1964 in the city of Gaza, serving
largely needy women and orphans, three
more centers were later added: at Khan
Younis in 1969, Rafah in 1972, and Beit Ha-
noun in 1981. Three additional centers are in
the planning stages.

Kindergartens, equipped with modem
educational media forms, modem teaching
methods, and qualified teachers have been
added to each of the centers. To celebrate
the International Year of the Child, a nursery
was added with a capacity of 40 babies, al-
lowing mothers free time needed to support
their families.

Ten centers to combat illiteracy have been
established by the PWU in the towns and
refugee camps in the Gaza Strip. Language
classes are offered, where both English and
Hebrew are taught.

Crochet and trichot workshops have been
added to the curriculum of the centers. The
income from the sale of these products has
allowed the purchase of 58 modem knitting
machines. My own daughter now wears a
beautiful but inexpensive sweater bought at
the Gaza Center.

That both of these women were denied
the right to attend the Nairobi conference,
while disturbing, is not an unexpected out-
come if one looks at the problems they have
had over the years with the authorities of the
military occupation. Each has been de-
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tained and questioned on a regular basis,
and each has spent considerable time under
house or town arrest—all this despite the
fact that they have not been charged with or
even accused of specific crimes.

But then, neither of these women consid-
ers herself merely as aprovider of assistance
to a refugee people. The goals of their or-
ganizations parallel the major themes in the
statements they make. They consider them-
selves an integral part of the movement to-
ward a self-determining Palestinian state
and a correction (even if only partial) to the
wrong done them by the 1947 United Na-
tions partition and the subsequent wars.
And about this, they do not mince words.

In referring to the denial of permission to
attend the Nairobi conference, Yusra Bar-
bary, the more outspoken of the two
exclaimed, “We are the Palestinian Nation.
Yet we were forbidden to go and represent
the Palestinian women at the Nairobi confer-
ence. Were it not for America’s pro-lsrael
policy, this would not have happened.”

The work of their centers bears out the be-
liefs they hold and state. It is these activities
which have brought them into conflict with
the military authorities. Beyond the creation
of self-reliant economic institutions, cul-
tural and folklore programs are an important
part of each woman’s work. They point to
the constant attack by the military occupa-
tion on all cultural institutions in the com-

munities and camps.
Palestinian land documents repre-
senting generations of deeds to the
land which they and the world are often told
was empty. She also showed us a display of
the changes in Palestinian dress throughout
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. “We
are creating books also,” she said, “to show
the Israelis and others the rich culture which
existed on this land.”
Each emphasized the importance of the
support their organizations are giving to the
prisoners and their families, from providing

m Khalil showed us her displays of

time in prison as a mark of pride for a Pales-
tinian. One does not accept such a fate and
not respond in some way, she feels. It is,
however, a situation which brings much
grief. Her children are forbidden to enter the
occupied territories and she is forbidden to
leave. She mentioned that she has been in-
vited by the United Nations to over fifteen
conferences but has been able to attend
none. With each permit denial she loses
another opportunity to see her family. Only
once was she allowed to visit some of them
in Amman, Jordan.

Dismissing the sadness from her eyes
with a shrug, she led us offto see other parts
of the center: a class of singing children, a
museum of Palestinian pottery and more
embroidered items which we could pur-
chase.

Yusra Barbary also discussed with us her
problems with the military authorities. The
picture she insists on keeping over her desk
containing an image of the Palestinian flag
has brought her to jail more than once. (Dis-
playing the Palestinian flag is forbidden by
military order.) Only recently she had been
called in for questioning by the local mili-
tary commander. When asked to state what
she thought the problems were and what
might be done to alleviate them, she re-
sponded, “Occupation is the problem.
Evacuation is the solution.” She was re-
turned to house arrest.

Money contributed in the form of checks
to her centers, she indicated, is most often
useless. The authorities simply do not per-
mit her to cash them. Just this week, she
told us, it was necessary to return a check
for $1,000 written three years ago by an
American. She hoped we could see the
irony. “The United States provides Israel
from the loaf of bread to the phantom jet,”
she vehemently stated, “yet contributions to
us from American organizations are stopped
by Israeli military order.”

Concluding her remarks with a thought
for us to ponder, she said, “We both must
struggle to liberate ourselves, we Palesti-

“Occupation is the problem .lIsraeli

evacuation isthe solution—Yusra

Barbary

warm socks and reading material for the
prisoners to financially supporting those
outside whose subsistence is threatened be-
cause the breadwinner is imprisoned.

Um Khalil is intimately aware of the pris-
oner problem. One of her sons served five
years of a seven-year sentence for illegally
returning home. Given a choice of freedom
if he agreed to exile, he remained the last
two years only to be exiled after seven years
anyway. She has herself been in prison five
times and spent two and one-half years
under house arrest. While specific charges
are not filed, she is sure that the prison work
is the principal reason.

She has raised her sons to accept their

nians from military ocupation, you Ameri-
cans from Israeli cultural and political occu-
pation.”

Direct, uncompromising language to be

sure! But coming from this wiry former
headmistress, who has devoted her life to
the struggle for survival of her people, not
particularly surprising. O

John Masterson is professor of Mathema-
tics at Michigan State University in East
Lansing and a member of the November
29th Committee for Palestine. He visited
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1985 with
a delegation from the Palestine Human
Rights Campaign.
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By Hilton Obenzinger

Marcel Khalife and the Al-Mayadeen Musical Ensem-
ble produce some of the most exciting music from out of
the turmoil of today’s Lebanon. Rooted in traditional
Arabic music and influenced by Western techniques,
Khalife and his group capture the spirit of a people in
struggle. Like his counterparts in the Latin American
“New Song” movement, this spirit is a partisan one, dri-
ven by the quest for democracy and independence. Mar-
cel Khalife’s popularity throughout the Arab world tes-
tifies to the power of this message presented in compas-
sionate, human terms.

Now we have the chance to see this musical phenome-
non in America. Sponsored by the Middle East Philan-
thropic Fund, Marcel Khalife and Al-Mayadeen will be
touring the United States as part of a fundraising drive.
Funds from the concerts will go to rebuilding the hospital
in Tyre in southern Lebanon and toward rebuilding Sabra,
Shatila, and Bourj al-Barajneh refugee camps in Beirut,
recently devastated during the attacks launched by the
Amal militia. These two purposes for the money raised at
the concerts speak to the breadth of Khalife’s vision, for
his songs have been taken up as anthems by both the
Lebanese and Palestinian movements and symbolize the
deep ties between them.

These exciting concerts should not be missed. The ten-
tative performance schedule is November: 10 Chicago; 16
Detroit; 17 Cleveland; 23 Austin; 24 Houston; 29 San
Diego; 30 Los Angeles; December: 1 San Francisco; 6
Portland; 8 Boston; 13 Washington, D.C.; 15 New York.

“A circular prohibiting meetings between Jewish and
Arab school pupils was issued by the director of the state
religious school system, a division of the Ministry of Edu-
cation, and will be distributed at the beginning of the com-
ing school year. The reason given for the decision is that
such meetings can lead to intermarriage.”

So begins the astonishing report on another racist out-
rage in lIsrael entitled “What Did You Learn in School

Focus on Action...

Continuedfrom page 2

This year’s United Nations International NGO (Non-
Govemment Organization) Conference on Palestine in
Geneva in September was quite successful, both in terms
of who participated and what was decided. More dele-
gates came from Asia and Africa than previously, though
those continents are still under-represented. A strong con-
tingent of Israelis and Palestinians with Israeli citizenship
attended. Tawfik Zayyad, mayor of Nazareth, gave a par-
ticularly strong speech, which is summarized in this
issue. National Executive Committee member Hilton

Getting It All In
FOCUS

Marcel Khalife-

Today?” from News From Within, a weekly newsletter is-
sued by the Alternative Information Centre. The newslet-
ter is produced by progressive Israelis seeking to “get the
word out” about the rise of the rightwing in lIsrael, the
progressive movement of Israeli Jews, settler violence
condoned by the Israeli government, the Palestinian resis-
tance— in short, all the “news from within.” It’s rare that
we can get such on-the-scene reporting by lIsraeli peace
activists, so it’s worth the subscription: $25 for six
months; $45 for a full year. Write to Alternative Informa-
tion Centre, 14E Koresh Street, Jerusalem, Israel.

* * k k *

Obenzinger represented the November 29th Committee
for Palestine in Geneva.

The conference declaration again strongly promoted
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East as
the means to negotiate a comprehensive and just peace
and opposed the Israeli government “lron Fist” policy in
the occupied territories.

We received late word from lIsraeli lawyer Lea Tsemel
of the illegal transfer of 39 Palestinian administrative de-
tainees from the West Bank to Israel on September 22,
1985. This transfer violates not only international law—
which prohibits transfer of population out of an occupied
territory— but the special emergency laws on administra-

Now that Rambo and the other war promotion movies
have hit the bigtime, it’s hard to tell where fantasy ends
and reality begins. Soldier of Fortune is a glossy “men’s
adventure” magazine whose profits go to aiding the con-
tras fighting against the Nicaraguan government, among
others. Replete with regular ads seeking to hire mer-
cenaries, the magazine, over its ten-year history, has
moved from the fringes to Reaganesque respectability. On
September 21, the magazine held its annual convention in
Las Vegas, attracting 800 potential Rambos.

In this issue of Palestine Focus we feature an interview
with the editors of al-Fajr on Israeli repression of the Pal-
estinian press. One way to support al-Fajr—and to see
life under occupation through Palestinian eyes— is to read
the English-language edition of al-Fajr. We’ve noted this
excellent weekly before, but it’s worth drawing it to your
attention again. Subscriptions are $50 for one year. Write
to Al-Fajr Palestinian Weekly, 2025 Eye Street, NW, Suite
925, Washington, DC 20006.

With weaponry of all sorts on display, a booth for the Is-
raeli-made Uzi light machine gun drew particular atten-
tion. According to the New York Times, “The Israeli mili-
tary is one of the enduring heroes of the Soldier ofFortune
conventions. Israeli officers in the United States for train-
ing have occasionally lectured at the convention, and an
armed assault demonstration by a squad of Israeli soldiers
was scheduled for this weekend’s convention.”

One of the regular excuses used by the Israeli govern-
ment for its ties with racist South Africa is its apprehen-
sions concerning the security of South African Jews. No
such concern stopped the Israeli bombing of Tunis, how-
ever, where the representative of the Tunisian Jewish com-
munity denounced the raid, declaring that “we vigorously
condemn the Israeli bombardment, which violated the ter-
ritorial integrity of Tunisia.” O

tive detention themselves, which specify that the place of
detention is the locale where the arrest took place.

Why is this so important? Ms. Tsemel explains, most of
the detainees are from the northern part of the West Bank
(Jnaid prison near Nablus) and their transfer to Bir Shebba
prison in the Negev desert will lead to increased hardship
for their families. This transfer is a direct violation of the
Geneva conventions governing occupations. Ms. Tsemel
calls for a campaign to protest administrative detention in
general, to protest the transfer of detainees to distant pris-
ons, and to protest the separation of the prisoners from
each other and their mixing with criminals convicted of
nonpolitical offenses, such as murder or drug dealing.
Protests should be sent to Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and to the Legal Counselor, the Knesset, Jerusalem. O

Israel’s Iron Fist...

Continuedfrom page 1

At the same time, a fascist movement is rapidly growing within Israeli society. Not only
the fanatical settlers of the West Bank, but the religious extremists in Israel itself— sym-
bolized by Rabbi Meir Kahane’s Kach Party— are openly calling for the expulsion of all
Arabs from all of Palestine and for orthodox religious beliefs to become mandatory prac-
tices in Israel, including the denial of the vote to women, banning many activities on the
sabbath, and more.

Kahane’s views can no longer be dismissed as the lunatic fringe. Lunatic they may be,
but recent polls predict that the one vote his party received in the last Knesset election could
become eleven today. Over 40 percent of high-school students polled said they support
Kahane’s proposed “solution” to the “Palestinian problem.” Other signs of the rightward
shift in Israeli politics are the growing demand that the death penalty be used against Pales-
tinians convicted of “security offenses” and the call for the release of convicted Israeli ter-
rorists, who are glorified as heroes.

There is significant opposition to this direction, particular to the further dominance of or-
thodox Jews over the majority of Israelis who are not observant Jews. Nevertheless, not
only the openly fascist right, but the Labor and Likud blocs forming the present government
unite on meting out increasingly harsh treatment to Palestinians.

Increased repression has been answered with increased resistance, predominantly in the
form of attacks on Israeli soldiers throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Each such act
of resistance is met with fierce retaliation; yet Palestinians are increasing their resistance
whether with captured weapons, stones, and knives, or their bare hands. All such acts are
explicitly sanctioned by international law, including the United Nations charter, which rec-
ognizes a people’s resistance to foreign occupation as completely legitimate.

The Campaign Against the PLO

Israel and the United States are moving to head off any kind of peace talks which involve
the PLO. They want to make it perfectly clear that the PLO is “out” and King Hussein is
“in.” There is no room in their calculations for any independent Palestinian— individual or

organizational— participation in any negotiation or agreement. Using both the carrot and
the stick, they hope to lure Hussein into dumping the PLO and talking directly with Israel
under U.S. auspices a la Camp David.

On the international scene, the Israeli government is not wasting any time planning new
adventures in the “post”-Lebanon era. The occupation continues in southern Lebanon,
even though it receives little media coverage. In the past year, the Israeli press has openly
discussed the pros and cons first of war with Syria, then with Jordan.

The unprovoked lIsraeli attack on Tunis shows that all this talk is more than just words.
The United States hijacking of an Egyptian airliner signals an even more aggressive role for
Israel’s senior partner: the revival of direct U.S. intervention.

War Hysteria and Racism in
the United States

The United States government has unveiled its traditional warlike face, whipping up war
hysteria over the Middle East and Central America and anti-Arab racism to gain support for
its aggressive acts. The murder of Alex Odeh signals that the United States/Israeli cam-
paign against the Palestinian people and their supporters will not be confined to the Middle
East. Regardless of who may be responsible—the Jewish Defense League, the Mossad. a
U.S. government agency, or somebody else—PLO supporters in the United States have
been served notice that we are legitimate targets.

All those who support and work for democratic rights need to defend the Arab-American
community against racist attacks and to defend the right of free speech for critics of the
Reagan administration’s foreign policy in an atmosphere free of bigotry, racism, and vio-
lence. The murder of Alex Odeh is an attack on everyone’s democratic rights.

While such attacks are meant to intimidate people into silence, those who seek peace and
justice in the Middle East will continue to protest the increasingly militarist policies of the
United States and Israel. While all Arabs are smeared as “terrorists” by the media and offi-
cial policymakers, no serious attention is paid to the roots of the conflict: continuing denial
of the national and human rights of the Palestinian people and increasing U.S. intervention
throughout the region. Despite threats to peace and to our civil liberties, increasing num-
bers of Americans are speaking out for Palestinian rights and against U.S. intervention.
Joined with the resistance of the Palestinian people, the American public can change the
dangerous course the Reagan administration is now taking. O
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b D@jatl The Danger of
Israeli Extremism

By lIsrael Shahak

Israel Shahak is the Chairman of the Is-
raeli League for Human and Civil Rights
and Professor of Organic Chemistry at
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Professor
Shahak was born in Warsaw in 1933, sur-
vived the Warsaw Ghetto and the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp, and arrived in
Palestine in 1945. He is the author of Non-
Jew in the Jewish State, Israel’s Global
Role, and other books. He gave thefollow-
ing speech at the University of California
in Berkeley in October 1985. Part Il will
appear in the nextissue o/Plalestine Focus.

xtremists, whether religious or

political, are defined in Israel first of

all as those people who have said for
many years that Begin and Sharon and other
people have been traitors because of having
made peace with Egypt. But more than this:
the word “traitor” is a secular term. Those
people, especially the rabbis among them,
are not especially emphasizing the word
“traitor,” they are especially emphasizing
expressions that mean that they were disobe-
dient to God’s plain command. Because
Kahane knows, or says that he knows, what

God wants, what is plainly written in the
Bible. And many, many lIsraeli rabbis, more
important in scholarly and influential terms
than Kahane, are saying the same. Re-
member one fact: the only form of Judaism
in Israel is orthodox Judaism. For all practi-
cal purposes, we don’t have reform or con-
servative Judaism in Israel. And of all or-
thodox rabbis in Israel, not one has said a
word against Kahane on any subject what-
soever.

To sharpen this very important silence, |
will give you an example about how Kahane
will be attacked in those circles. An impor-
tant orthodox American rabbi called Louis
Bernstein came to Israel about two months
ago and addressed a congress of Israeli or-
thodox rabbis. He blamed them for not at-
tacking Kahane because Kahane is now
well-known to have had a non-Jewish mis-
tress in the early seventies in New York. The
orthodox rabbis in Israel didnt follow this
advice and didn* attack Kahane on the ques-
tion of a non-Jewish mistress, with em-
phasis on the word “non-Jewish,” but this
will show you the frame of reference within
their part of society. We even have an ex-
pression for it in Israel: “Israel number
two,” or “the second lIsrael,” where there
are tendencies toward Kahane.

The second important thing to understand
about what Kahane and also the second
party leaning to him, Tehiya, mean—even
more important than what they are saying
about Palestinians, or Arabs, to which I will
come presently— is that they are saying that
the reason why Israel has failed in Lebanon
and was compelled to withdraw was that
God punished Israel for making peace with
Sadat. This has been said not only by
Kahane but by important rabbis at Gush
Emunim, Rabbi Laor, Rabbi Levinger, and
very many others in the circles that are le-
nient toward Kahane. And Kahane has since
August 1985 the sympathy of 10 percent of
the adult Jewish vote in Israel. The Tehiya, a
rather similar party, has an additional 5!/2
percent. So we are not speaking here about
marginal groups. And there are of course
other parties which will support religious
fanaticism without supporting his stand
about Palestinians. This argument is being

taken very seriously.
means exactly in terms of Palesti-
nians— by the way, he uses the ex-
pression, non-Jews. Not only does he mean
to expel all non-Jews. The much more im-
portant question is what he proposes to do
meanwhile, meaning until they would be ex-

ow, let us come to what Kahane

pelled. What are his actual proposals to do
meanwhile to Palestinians, first of all, and
secondly to Jews?

First of all, he wants immediate separa-
tion of beaches. Again, the frame of refer-
ence is not Arabs and Jews, but non-Jews
and Jews, who would not be allowed to
bathe in the same pool or on the same
beach. A special law was submitted many
times, not only by Kahane, which will fix a
punishment for intersex relations between
Jews and non-Jews. By the way, a much big-
ger punishment should be inflicted accord-
ing to those proposals on a Jewish woman
who has relations with a non-Jew than on a
Jewish man. A condition for a temporary
stay within the Jewish state for any non-Jew
will be signing a document acknowledging
a state of slavery.

Kahane supports all those things by two
types of argument. Kahane has an answer to
the Attorney-General of the State of Israel,
who in August described Kahane as a Nazi.
Kahane said that he will write all his pro-
gram by quoting only from sacred books of
Judaism and, believe me, the reason of si-
lence of the rabbis is that Kahane is able to
find references for all the things that | men-
tion, and many things that I didn’t mention,
from books which are considered sacred by
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the orthodox Jews. | don’t mean by this that
there are not other references. Maybe rabbis
in the United States will find them. | only
mean that no orthodox rabbi, the only kind
of rabbi in Israel, is standing up and saying
that Kahane in any and all of those propos-
als doesnt speak in terms of orthodox
Judaism.

What sort of supporters are being drawn
to Kahane and which are not: who are op-
posing him? | will especially emphasize the
issue of Palestinian rights, the influence of
occupation. Second, | will try to give a
deeper analysis which is not a personal one,
but for all practical purposes based on what
many social scientists and commentators
are saying. What are the deeper reasons for
his success or of people like him? Because
even if Kahane the person will go,
Kahanism will remain for some time.

Let me begin with what sort of persons
have been joining Kahane or the Tehiya
Party. Israel in the last five or six years has
been in a process of polarization. It means
that we have two blocs in Israeli Jewish so-
ciety. On one side are Labor and parties to
the left or similar parties. And on the other
side are Likud, the religious parties, and the
extremists as | defined them. Take the elec-
tion results of 1981 and 1984, neighborhood
by neighborhood, or take all available polls
of a more detailed nature, meaning they are
taken in special neighborhoods. Add to this
personal observation and other forms of in-
formation. Apart from the very young—
meaning people up to the age of 25 or so,
about whom | will speak in particular— Is-
raeli Jews don’t cross between the (wo
camps. They change their opinion within
one particular camp. Labor party members
can go to the left or people of the Zionist left
can return to the Labor party. Likud mem-
bers can go to Kahane, or let us say there
will be an overflow from the religious par-

answer to this was zero. Not one out of 756
people was even prepared to entertain this
idea. The second question was, “Would you
consider voting for any party removed from
Likud?” Two people were found who would
consider voting for Ezer Weizmann, who
stood in the middle. The same sort of ques-
tions asked in a Labor Party surrounding
will draw the same sort of answer.

herefore, it follows also as a matter
of observation that all the suppor-
ters of Kahane come from Likud
and the religious parties, and mainly from

Likud. Thus one consequence of the rise in
Kahane’s support is a decrease in Likud.

What does a person like General Sharon
try to do against this? Because whatever you
can suspect, rightly, Sharon of trying to do,
he doesn’t want to diminish his own base of
power. Therefore, it would be of extreme in-
terest to you to know, not of course in apol-
ogy for the numerous acts of butchery of
Sharon, but of political interest, how Sha-
ron in the last two or three months conducts
a fight against Kahane. This he conducts—
because he is a clever man as well as a mur-
derer— on the following two fronts.

First, every three or four days or every
week, Sharon visits a Palestinian who is, of
course, an lIsraeli citizen who is either an
officer in the Israeli army, a bedouin sheikh
serving in the Israeli army and of the Likud
tendency (there are such tribes), or— as hap-
pened only a week before | left Israel—a
chairperson of the Herut—this is Sharon
and Begin’s party— branch in Nazareth.
There is such an institution in Nazareth— of
course, mostly engaged in corruption— but
there is a chairman of such an institution.
And Sharon shakes hands with such a Pales-
tinian before press cameras. And then this
question of shaking hands with such a Pales-
tinian becomes the divisive matter between
him and Kahane or Tehiya, which does not
admit any Palestinians on principle to its
ranks. Sharon will say that he is for Palesti-
nians who are loyal to the state of Israel,
loyal even to his branch of Zionism. Kahane
will say that all Arabs— necessarily be-
cause they are non-Jews— are nonloyal and
have to be expelled.

On the streets and in the schools and in
other places people more worthy of honor
and who have deeper instincts and deeper
dedication are working against racism. But
if they belong to the mainstream of Israeli
public opinion, the decisive question is
exactly over Israeli Palestinians who are
citizens and who serve in the Israeli army or
in similar institutions. Because inside the
second lIsrael, among the people who hesi-

The extremists say the reason Israel

failed in Lebanon

was because God

punished Israelfor making peace

with Sadat.

ties to Likud as happened under Begin. But,
between those two big blocs, there is abso-
lutely, except among the young, no crossing
over.

Let me give you, to support my views,
which are well-based on many types of evi-
dence, one particular type of research. A
friend of mine was engaged in Spring 1984
in polling a part of south Tel Aviv called
Hatikvah Quarter which is inhabited more
than 80 percent by North African Jews. He
polled 756 people whom he asked two ques-
tions among others. The first question was,
“Would you consider voting Labor?” The

tate about whether they will follow Likud or
Kahane, this is a question which is divisive.
The question of what to do in the West
Bank, or to do anything in the West Bank, is
not important to such people.

I am now ignoring the differences be-
tween other Israelis and Kahane because
they will appear only after | describe what
Kahane and other religious fanatics want to
do to Jews, not only to Palestinians. In
terms of more immediate American in-
terests, this is more important than Sharon

Continued on page 3



