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Heimwehr movement . The black cassocks are active everywhere ;
they hold field services and bless the flags , and behind the scenes
they carry on their own game in favour of the Papal Curie,
which is one of the driving forces behind the Austrian Heim-
wehr movement . Apart from the big industrialists who finance
the movement , the Catholic Church is probably the most in-
fluential and most dangerous ally of Austrian fascism .
This open support of fascism by the Church has been con-

tributed to by the fact that since the revolution the recruiting
power of the Christian Social Party has sunken considerably .
The Heimwehr Movement has considerably weakened the bour-
geois parties and its activist phraseology exercises a strong in-
fluence on the petty bourgeoisie and upon the peasants . Here in
Styria particularly one often meets with a spirit similar to
that met with in Germany during the inflation period . It is true ,
however , that broad sections of the bourgeoisie are hostile to
the Heimwehr , and that amongst the peasants there are very
many who wish to be let in peace by all political parties , in-
cluding the Heimwehr .
The attitude of the armed forces is particularly interesting .

Strong detachments of gendarmerie travelled with us . They
were returning from Vienna after the fascist parades of the
29th September . They declared that they had been on their feet
almost uninterruptedly for three days . "That's unnecessary ", said
one with whom I spoke . "Schober will do the trick and we shall
see to the maintenance of order " . This jealousy of the police
and of the military to the Heimwehr which is generally known
to be armed , one can meet often . In Moedling we spoke with
a Vienna policeman . He was unreservedly enthusiastic about
the parade and abused the Bolsheviks . Since the 17th July 1927 ,
the Vienna police is definitely pro -fascist and it

s anger against
the workers is increased by the fact that recently demonstrating
workers , mostly Communists , have defended themselves very
energetically against police attacks .

We stopped in a little village in Styria where the
was a large saw mill . The workers here are unorganised and
receive from 30 to 40 Groschen an hour (about 212 to 31½ d ) .

A number of peasants were sitting in the local inn and from
their talk they expected that the situation would soon be im-
proved . This improvement was to come in particular from the
formation o

f
a new chamber representing industry , commerce

and agriculture , to b
e

above parliament . For years the agrarian
newspapers have been drumming this slogan into hard peasant

heads . This is the newest illusion with which the fascists hope

to prevent the peasants from detecting their real enemies : the
international and Austrian finance and industrial capitalists and
the rich landowners , who own in Styria also the best woods
and the best grounds , and the priests who work with all pos-
sible means to force the peasants into the fascist camp . The
Austrian social democrats have declared : "We have no inten-
tion o

f letting ourselves be ruled by clodhoppers from Styria " .

This remark and basedthe political attitude which is

upon it is not calculated to win away the peasants from their
present leaders .

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The "Pacification “ of Palestine .

By J. B. (Jerusalem ) .

The assuring bulletins issued in regard to the condition

o
f

the fever -spot o
f

the British Empire , the Palestine "mandatory
area " , are not quite in keeping with facts . In spite of a great
concentration o

f troops and the "extraordinary " reprisals em-
ployed , in spite o

f

an imperialist regime o
f terror , Palestine

is not yet a
t

rest , one month after the outbreak o
f

the August
revolt . There are not only outward signs of disturbance , such

a
s

the movement o
f

Bedouin tribes , repeated collisions , and
risings in more distant regions . The population itself is still
far from that tranquility which the British bayonets were
supposed to inspire . The rancour is too general and too deeply
rooted . The endeavours o

f

the people to secure arms continue ,

both on the part o
f

the Jews and on that o
f

the Arabs , while
the nationalist agitation shows anything but signs o

f
a "dis-

armament " .

In so far as the first "balance " of dead and wounded can
be surveyed , the total ( of Jews and Arabs together ) may be
put at at least 2000 , in which connection the number of Arabs

"netted " by the British punitive expedition has been estima
very low . The results o

f

the bombardments from aeroplane
and with machine -guns were in some cases terrible . As regard
the number o

f

ruined fortunes , the official number o
f

Jewish
fugitives , obliged by the recent events to quit their abodes,

around 9000 , o
r
7 per cent . o
f

the entire Jewish population d

the country . The number o
f

Arabs similarly affected is at leas
from 20 to 30 thousand , since the movement did not on

extend to districts where there were Jewish inhabitants bu

spread to many purely Arab areas , such a
s Gaza , Nabl

Tul -Karem , Djennin , etc. The material damage cannot ye
t
b

estimated even approximately .

Meanwhile the British are doing their utmost to aggrava
the misery o

f

the country , to alleviate which they do not

a finger . The hunt for arms and the imposition of whol
contributions are being followed by wholesale arrests .

British issued a law , according to which an indemnity is

to be paid where a contribution has been levied on the vill

a measure which caused the Zionists to demand a maxim
increase of such contributions !

The number o
f

Arabs arrested is already more than 15

added to these there are some 150 Jews under arrest . The
are placed before British judges (the native judges being
sidered unreliable in a matter o

f

such vital imperialist intere
and summarily condemned . Needless to say that the "justice"

practised here is imperialist class -justice . Verdicts are passe
from a purely imperialist standpoint , not those being punishe
most who have robbed or murdered (many o

f

the robber
indeed , being allowed to go scot -free ) , but those whose action
appear to be dangerous to imperialism . The Socialist Gover
ment o

f His Majesty desires to impress on the people o

more that pillage and murder may even be condoned , if only
nothing is undertaken against the Government . Even na
the British are preparing the deflection of the new revolutionary
wave o

f

revolt that is to be expected , into the channels d

mutual nationalist strife .

In regard to the Jewish population the same tactics
employed . It is not the Zionist leaders , the unscrupulous Fascist
and social -Fascist agitators that are punished , but certain por
devils who were found to be in possession o

f
a revolver o

whose house was the scene o
f fighting . (The newspaper ofthe

Zionist trade unions was even permitted to publish a song.

which says : "Sing the praises o
f

massacre , sing the praises

o
f

fire ! With fire and blood do we wed you , earth ! " ) The
pogromists on the one hand and the Fascist provocateurs c

the other , are fully at liberty and devote themselves to

noble task o
f fawning on the British and securing privilege

a
t the expense o
f

the victims .

Everything is done to prevent the fire o
f

national_hatred

from dying out . According to the declarations o
f

MacDonal
Lord Passfield (formerly Sidney Webb ) and its local represe
tatives , the British Government has retained a "free hand " ,

as to be able to fire the one boiler or the other according

to necessity . So that the explosion , which must inevitably ensue.

should not spread to the edifice o
f

the British Government and
as troops cannot well be removed from other parts o

f

th
e

Empire , which are also considered insecure , the army of occa
pation has been re - inforced by a special detachment o

f

100 sta-
warts , speedily recruited in London and representing
they say in Palestine the first instalment of a larger number

o
f

new troops for the "pacification " of the "Holy Land " .

(Possibly Lord Passfield desires to facilitate his friend Thomas
task of solving the unemployment question , at any rate fo

r

men six feet high . )

as

However this may be , these troops , bayonets , areoplanes.

and tanks hitherto represent the only "pledge of peace " tha
t

is forthcoming . Otherwise , the reactionary forces are allowed
full play . Both Zionists and Arab nationalists carry on a boyco
agitation o

f
a truly criminal nature , while the propaganda d

lies and alleged atrocities continues . In this connection th
e

Zionists rely more on the imperialist newspaper agencies and
the Mohammedans o

n

the rumours they can spread among th
e

people . What is hypocritically said and written in the name

o
f "peace " ( e . g . by some of the Zionist papers , which would

like to see the "peaceful " elimination o
f

the Arab peasants
and workers and the "peaceful " realisation o

f

the Balfour

Doctrine on the ruins o
f Arab Palestine ) reminds one of th
e

celebrated "peace offers " o
f

the imperialist Powers during th
e
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Heimwehr movement . The black cassocks are active everywhere ;
they hold field services and bless the flags , and behind the scenes
they carry on their own game in favour of the Papal Curie,
which is one of the driving forces behind the Austrian Heim-
wehr movement . Apart from the big industrialists who finance
the movement , the Catholic Church is probably the most in-
fluential and most dangerous ally of Austrian fascism .
This open support of fascism by the Church has been con-

tributed to by the fact that since the revolution the recruiting
power of the Christian Social Party has sunken considerably .
The Heimwehr Movement has considerably weakened the bour-
geois parties and its activist phraseology exercises a strong in-
fluence on the petty bourgeoisie and upon the peasants . Here in
Styria particularly one often meets with a spirit similar to
that met with in Germany during the inflation period . It is true ,
however , that broad sections of the bourgeoisie are hostile to
the Heimwehr , and that amongst the peasants there are very
many who wish to be let in peace by all political parties , in-
cluding the Heimwehr .
The attitude of the armed forces is particularly interesting .

Strong detachments of gendarmerie travelled with us . They
were returning from Vienna after the fascist parades of the
29th September . They declared that they had been on their feet
almost uninterruptedly for three days . "That's unnecessary ", said
one with whom I spoke . "Schober will do the trick and we shall
see to the maintenance of order " . This jealousy of the police
and of the military to the Heimwehr which is generally known
to be armed , one can meet often . In Moedling we spoke with
a Vienna policeman . He was unreservedly enthusiastic about
the parade and abused the Bolsheviks . Since the 17th July 1927 ,
the Vienna police is definitely pro -fascist and it

s anger against
the workers is increased by the fact that recently demonstrating
workers , mostly Communists , have defended themselves very
energetically against police attacks .

We stopped in a little village in Styria where the
was a large saw mill . The workers here are unorganised and
receive from 30 to 40 Groschen an hour (about 212 to 31½ d ) .

A number of peasants were sitting in the local inn and from
their talk they expected that the situation would soon be im-
proved . This improvement was to come in particular from the
formation o

f
a new chamber representing industry , commerce

and agriculture , to b
e

above parliament . For years the agrarian
newspapers have been drumming this slogan into hard peasant

heads . This is the newest illusion with which the fascists hope

to prevent the peasants from detecting their real enemies : the
international and Austrian finance and industrial capitalists and
the rich landowners , who own in Styria also the best woods
and the best grounds , and the priests who work with all pos-
sible means to force the peasants into the fascist camp . The
Austrian social democrats have declared : "We have no inten-
tion o

f letting ourselves be ruled by clodhoppers from Styria " .

This remark and basedthe political attitude which is

upon it is not calculated to win away the peasants from their
present leaders .

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The "Pacification “ of Palestine .

By J. B. (Jerusalem ) .

The assuring bulletins issued in regard to the condition

o
f

the fever -spot o
f

the British Empire , the Palestine "mandatory
area " , are not quite in keeping with facts . In spite of a great
concentration o

f troops and the "extraordinary " reprisals em-
ployed , in spite o

f

an imperialist regime o
f terror , Palestine

is not yet a
t

rest , one month after the outbreak o
f

the August
revolt . There are not only outward signs of disturbance , such

a
s

the movement o
f

Bedouin tribes , repeated collisions , and
risings in more distant regions . The population itself is still
far from that tranquility which the British bayonets were
supposed to inspire . The rancour is too general and too deeply
rooted . The endeavours o

f

the people to secure arms continue ,

both on the part o
f

the Jews and on that o
f

the Arabs , while
the nationalist agitation shows anything but signs o

f
a "dis-

armament " .

In so far as the first "balance " of dead and wounded can
be surveyed , the total ( of Jews and Arabs together ) may be
put at at least 2000 , in which connection the number of Arabs

"netted " by the British punitive expedition has been estima
very low . The results o

f

the bombardments from aeroplane
and with machine -guns were in some cases terrible . As regard
the number o

f

ruined fortunes , the official number o
f

Jewish
fugitives , obliged by the recent events to quit their abodes,

around 9000 , o
r
7 per cent . o
f

the entire Jewish population d

the country . The number o
f

Arabs similarly affected is at leas
from 20 to 30 thousand , since the movement did not on

extend to districts where there were Jewish inhabitants bu

spread to many purely Arab areas , such a
s Gaza , Nabl

Tul -Karem , Djennin , etc. The material damage cannot ye
t
b

estimated even approximately .
Meanwhile the British are doing their utmost to aggrava

the misery o
f

the country , to alleviate which they do not

a finger . The hunt for arms and the imposition of whol
contributions are being followed by wholesale arrests .

British issued a law , according to which an indemnity is

to be paid where a contribution has been levied on the vill

a measure which caused the Zionists to demand a maxim
increase of such contributions !

The number o
f

Arabs arrested is already more than 15

added to these there are some 150 Jews under arrest . The
are placed before British judges (the native judges being
sidered unreliable in a matter o

f

such vital imperialist intere
and summarily condemned . Needless to say that the "justice"
practised here is imperialist class -justice . Verdicts are passe
from a purely imperialist standpoint , not those being punishe
most who have robbed or murdered (many o

f

the robber
indeed , being allowed to go scot -free ) , but those whose action
appear to be dangerous to imperialism . The Socialist Gover
ment o

f His Majesty desires to impress on the people o

more that pillage and murder may even be condoned , if only
nothing is undertaken against the Government . Even na
the British are preparing the deflection of the new revolutionary
wave o

f

revolt that is to be expected , into the channels d

mutual nationalist strife .

In regard to the Jewish population the same tactics
employed . It is not the Zionist leaders , the unscrupulous Fascist
and social -Fascist agitators that are punished , but certain por
devils who were found to be in possession o

f
a revolver o

whose house was the scene o
f fighting . (The newspaper ofthe

Zionist trade unions was even permitted to publish a song.

which says : "Sing the praises o
f

massacre , sing the praises

o
f

fire ! With fire and blood do we wed you , earth ! " ) The
pogromists on the one hand and the Fascist provocateurs c

the other , are fully at liberty and devote themselves to

noble task o
f fawning on the British and securing privilege

a
t the expense o
f

the victims .

Everything is done to prevent the fire o
f

national_hatred

from dying out . According to the declarations o
f

MacDonal
Lord Passfield (formerly Sidney Webb ) and its local represe
tatives , the British Government has retained a "free hand " ,

as to be able to fire the one boiler or the other according

to necessity . So that the explosion , which must inevitably ensue.

should not spread to the edifice o
f

the British Government and
as troops cannot well be removed from other parts o

f

th
e

Empire , which are also considered insecure , the army of occa
pation has been re - inforced by a special detachment o

f

100 sta-
warts , speedily recruited in London and representing
they say in Palestine the first instalment of a larger number

o
f

new troops for the "pacification " of the "Holy Land " .

(Possibly Lord Passfield desires to facilitate his friend Thomas
task of solving the unemployment question , at any rate fo

r

men six feet high . )

as

However this may be , these troops , bayonets , areoplanes.

and tanks hitherto represent the only "pledge of peace " tha
t

is forthcoming . Otherwise , the reactionary forces are allowed
full play . Both Zionists and Arab nationalists carry on a boyco
agitation o

f
a truly criminal nature , while the propaganda d

lies and alleged atrocities continues . In this connection th
e

Zionists rely more on the imperialist newspaper agencies and
the Mohammedans o

n

the rumours they can spread among th
e

people . What is hypocritically said and written in the name

o
f "peace " ( e . g . by some of the Zionist papers , which would

like to see the "peaceful " elimination o
f

the Arab peasants
and workers and the "peaceful " realisation o
f

the Balfour

Doctrine on the ruins o
f Arab Palestine ) reminds one of th
e

celebrated "peace offers " o
f

the imperialist Powers during th
e
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ar, when they declared "We are in favour of peace , but
= "place in the sun must be secured". This is eyewash , the
ly object of which is that of deceiving public opinion , on
ich the Zionists depend .

These Anglophile pacifists only show their true colours
en there is a question of opposing the only true "peace offer",
at made by the Communist Party of Palestine . The platform
the C. P. P. , which it has expounded from the very be-
ning and which it did not abandon for a moment during
e recent disturbances , is as follows : No abstract peace under
= protection of imperialist bayonets , but a Jewish -Arab union
workers for the purpose of fighting against the main
emy of peace , the British imperialists , and the establishment
national independence and equality by means of a revolu-
nary government of workers and peasants . The very idea
such a solution , which is the only possible one , is enough
enrage the leaders of the Second International (and with
em the so-called "Left Poale Zion", which has proved to
a band of particularly dastardly nationalist rogues ) . The
sest perversions of the truth and the most exaggerated
trocities " are made to serve the purpose of decrying inter-
tional Communism as the ally of the pogromists and the
mmunist International as an aider and abbettor of the
Mufti-revolution " . For if the pacification by MacDonald's
yonets is to be justified , the first thing must be the destruction
the Communists , whose analysis of the position , class forces ,
d imperialist policy in Palestine has been so emphatically
d sanguinarily confirmed by the development of events .

The growth of Communist influence , furthermore , is also
ared by the Aab national - reformists , those bourgeois traitors
ose rôle the C. P. has unsparingly unmasked . They , too ,
e commencing anti -Communist agitation and at the same time
wtowing to the British imperialists .

It is only by the concentration of the best elements of
e working class and poor peasantry around the C. P. of
alestine and by a large - scale action of aid and solidarity on
e part of the international revolutionary proletariat , that , in
ew of the united attack of the imperialists and social-
perialists , Zionists and Arab bourgeoisie , the proletarian
nguard in that country can be enabled in opposition to the
cification by blood and steel , to which MacDonald's mer-
naries aspire , to set up the revolutionary united front of the
Orking masses .

THE WHITE TERROR

The Prison Hells in Yugoslavia .
By V. Dragachevac (Belgrade ) .

After the proclamation of the dictatorship in Yugoslavia , the
w for the protection of the Realm was issued in a new and
arper form. Upon the basis of this new State protection act
ousands of workers , fighters for national freedom and intellec-

a
ls , who symathised with this fight against the dictatorship ,

e prosecuted , arrested , tortured and murdered . The inquisitorial
ethods o

f

torture are used in Yugoslavia with terrible cruelty
-pecially against the revolutionary proletariat .

The former isolated cases o
f secrecy in regard to the names

persons arrested has become a rule . The police arrest hundreds
workers , whose names are not published and whose families

n
d friends are forbidden to get into touch with them . The press

strictly forbidden to publish any news concerning the position
the prisoners ; only such reports a

s

the police themselves issue
maybe published .

Even on the basis o
f

the legal regulations applying in cases

f prosecution under the State protection act , every prisoner must
examined in the presence of witnesses within 2

4 hours o
f

his
rrest ; every prisoner has the legal right to be represented by
lawyer , in order that he may raise legal objection to his arrest .

A
s
a matter o
f

fact , however , those who are arrested are kept in

h
e police prisons without being heard a
t all and without legal

ecision o
r

confirmation in regard to their detention for exa-
ination . Protection by a lawyer is not permitted to them . The

police themselves have acknowledged this fact cynically by stating
through the bourgeois press three months after the first big
mass arrest in Zagreb that they would begin to record the
hearings o

f prisoners .

In the police prisons the workers and fighters for national
liberty are exposed to tortures , which it is almost impossible to

describe . The "hearings " always take place in the night . Gen-
darmes and police agents from Macedonia , who have become
bestial through their ten -year practice o

f

murder and torture o
f

Macedonian fighters for freedom , were distributed through the
country to play the part o

f

torturers a
t

these "hearings " . The
prisoners are tortured to "confess " to the inventions o
f

the
police : plans to assassinate the king , or individual ministers or

to blow up State buildings . These tortures are so shocking that
Zagreb police agents and gendarmes cannot witness the scenes

in the Zagreb police prisons and rush from the rooms in which
the tortures are in progress .

The inquisitions are usually carried out in the following
manner : first o

f

all , the prisoner who is to be tortured is beaten
all over the body with iron rods and with thick ropes , which
are first dipped in water . His body is burned with matches o

r

with cigarettes ; needle points are forced under his fingernails and
then iron pegs are pushed into the holes . His body is tied up
into a shapeless bundle and then hung up by the feet with the
head downwards . Many cases are known in which prisoners
thus bound have been forced to eat human excrement and that
such torture has been carried on for nights . In case all these
tortures do not achieve the "desired result " and the prisoner
still refuses to "confess " , the tortures are then accentuated .

Weights o
f
a number o
f pounds are hung to the prisoners testic-

les . The bones o
f

his fingers are broken one after another and
his hands and feet are beaten with heavy iron bars . In his final
condition the prisoner is permitted by the police fiends to lan-
guish for several days until he dies o

f

the results o
f

the torture .

If death does not take place , the tortures are continued and the
prisoner is finally murdered . Then comes the stereotype explana-
tion o

f

the police : "Suicide in prison " or "Shot in trying to

escape " .

The torture is in some cases continued night after night for

7 , 10 , 15 or more nights .
Cases o

f

torture and murder have been acknowledged in two
official statements . The one document is the protocol of the legal
post mortem examination o

f

the bodies o
f

the Communists Dja-
kovich and Hechimovich . For fifteen days these two men were
tortured , beaten and fed on excrement in Zagreb police prison .

Their bones were broken . The other prisoners in the building

a
t that time saw how the two were carried to the hearings on

stretchers . They were then taken to the Austro -Yugoslavian
frontier . The post mortem examination report of Section IX o

f

the District Court in Maribor No. VR . IX 405/29 proves that
both corpses were covered with wounds caused by torture . The
report upon the post mortem examination o

f

the leather -worker
Marganovich , who was murdered in the Zagreb police prison ,

showed that death had insued a
s the result o
f

six heavy blows
with some blunt instrument .

These tortures and murders in the prisons are carried out
under orders direct form the Court and the Ministry for Home
Affairs . The Prime Minister and Home Secretary , General Ziv-
kovich , dispatched to the police authorities with the consent o

f

the king a confidential circular offering 500 dinars reward for
the capture o

f any member o
f

the C. P
.
Y
.

and 50,000 dinars
reward for the capture o

f
a member of the executive of the

C
.

P
. Y. Furthermore , the following secret decree was issued :

"The arrested members of the executive of the Com-
munist Party , as also all well -known Communists , are not to

be brought before the court but done away with in the
police prisons . "

By order of the police , the murder o
f

the prisoners is kept
secret , and only in cases where the public has already learnt
that the person in question is in prison may it be stated that
he has committed suicide or been shot in attempting to escape .

The method of murder in common use is to throw the prisoner
out of a window on the third or fourth floor . This method is

the favourite one in Belgrade , Zagreb and Sarajevo . In Mace-
donia the murder known a

s "shot in attempting to escape " is

retained , because the police prisons there are all single -floor
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