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CHINA
The Situation in China .
After the "Victory" of Chiang Kai -shek.

By Tang Shin She .
General Chiang Kai-shek is triumphing greatly on account
f his "victory " over the Kwangsi generals and the capture
f the Wuhan towns , the economic and political centres of the
angtse area which his rival Feng Yu -Hsiang had long been
ndeavouring to win for himself . The Kwangsi group is de-
eated but only so far as Wuhan is concerned . As regards
ts main centre Canton , however , this is more firmly in its
hands than ever , and on the Hunan -Hupeh front it enjoys the
upport of the Kulitchan -Szechwan generals .
At the present time the "victorious " Generals Chiang Kai-
hek is not only far from annihilating the Kwangsi group ,
out he is also faced by intensified attacks on the part of Feng
Yu Hsiang , who at the beginning of the war was paid
500,000 pounds (250,000 pounds was paid to the Shansi General ,
Yen Shi San ) as the price of his neutrality . Chang Hsü Liang,
the ruler of Manchuria , has acquired greater independence than
ever from the Nanking government . Thus during the fight
between the Kwangsi group and Chiang Kai -shek, Chang Hsü
Liang declared that he is for peace and against civil war, and
will therefore send neither money nor ammunition to either
party . In addition , during the war Chiang Kai -shek made many
fine promises to numerous leaders of small bodies of troops

and gave them great freedom of movement , which is now
causing him embarrassment . He has thus arrived in a blind
alley . As a result the great war confusion will still continue .
Every fresh war of the Generals is a good speculation

for the imperialists . They support their protege in some way
or other and thereby receive advantageous concessions . Thus
not only the Japanese , English and Americans have had their
hands in this last war but , as the "Berliner Tageblatt ' points
out with particular satisfaction , "German officers have played
a great part in Chiang Kai -shek's fight against Wuhan". It
is not difficult to guess why the Japanese and the English ,
although they are friends of the Kwangsi group , at the out-
break of the war helped Chiang Kai -shek . Thus the Japanese
have suddenly settled by a treaty the long delayed evacuation
of Shantung . (Now , after the end of the war , the promised
evacuation has been again postponed on account of alleged
fresh disturbances ) . At the secret negotiations the Japanese of
course had all their wishes fulfilled . For example , Tuan She
Sui's loan , amounting to several hundred millions , which had
not been guaranteed , has now been recognised and guaranteed
by the Nanking government . The war was no less welcomed
by the Americans "who desire peace and a united China ". As

th
e

newspapers report , America received the right to se
t

u
p

a network o
f

commercial air -ports in China . Splendid strategic
points a

t

the cost o
f

China in anticipation o
f

the coming war

in the Pacific ! During the war not only did the Japanese and
English , who are hated by the Chinese , make a great outcry

fo
r

warships and troops , but the best friend o
f Chiang Kai-

shek , the dollar imperialism o
f

the United States , suddenly
ordered a squadron consisting o

f

six warships to proceed from
the Philippines to the Yangtse .

The imperialists , by means of their economic and political
privileges , have the opportunity in every war o

f

the generals

to intervene and to make use o
f it for their own purposes .

The Chinese generals , however , are never absolute tools o
f

only one o
f

the imperialist , powers . Chiang Kai -shek constitutes

n
o exception in this respect . The agents of al
l

the imperialists
are represented in the Nanking government . It is only a

question o
f

what the imperialists consider to be the cleverest
method at the moment .

The military forces o
f Chiang Kai -shek and the Kwangsi

group were almost o
f equal strength in the last war . The

Kwangsi group , however , resorted to the same measures against

th
e

petty bourgeoisie a
s they had employed against the small

peasants and the proletariat . This gave the leaders o
f

the

" third party " , which is supported by Chiang Kai -shek , and

th
e

Left leaders o
f

the Kuomintang , the so -called reorganisers

o
f

th
e

party , a
n opportunity to carry o
n

incitement among the
petty bourgeoisie against the Kwangsi group and in favour

o
f Chiang Kai -shek . Thus Chiang Kai -shek's slogan against the

Kwangsi group was "purging o
f

the Party from feudalist mili-
tarist elements in order to complete the revolution " . Thus the
petty bourgeoisie was this time the decisive force and acted

in favour of Chiang Kai - shek .

As a result o
f

his besieging the meeting place o
f

the last
party congress and his unexpected approval o

f

the expulsion

o
f

the Left Kuomintang leaders (Wang Ching Wei tendency ) ,

Chiang Kai -shek obtained the support in the war of a part

o
f

the Rights . Thus the class foundation o
f Chiang Kai - shek's

power has changed . Formerly he relied upon the big bour-
geoisie allied with a portion o

f

the petty bourgeoisie ; he is

now supported by the big bourgeoisie and a portion of the
feudal landowners . With regard to Chiang Kai -shek's con-
nection with the big bourgeoisie and the feudal landowners ,

there are some other generals , as Feng Yu Hsiang , Yen Shin
San etc. , who are rivalling with him for their favour . The
petty bourgeoisie , however , will adopt a hostile attitude to

Chiang Kai -shek , a fact which the clever Feng Yu Hsiang
will not fail to make use of .

The civil war of one General against another kindled by
the imperialists will continue it

s

course without interruption .

Only the civil war of the proletariat and the poor peasants
will put an end to this war of the generals . Under the leader-
ship of Comrades Chü Teh and Mao Tez Dung in Kwangtung ,

Fukien , Kiangsi and Hunan , and o
f

Comrade Ho Lung in

Hupeh , Hunan and Szechwan , this war against the generals
has grown to large proportions recently . It is the task of the
international proletariat to support the Chinese proletariat and
the poor peasants and to prevent any intervention o

f

the im-
perialists in China .

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The General Council's Message to
India ,

By F. Roberts (London ) .

We never expected the General Council to help the heroic
Indian strikers . It is true that at the Trades Union Congress in

Scarborough the British trade union leaders solemnly pledged
themselves to support the workers o

f

the awakening East . But
this was long ago . The Scarborough Congress took place
immediately after Red Friday . Red Friday was followed by the
betrayal o

f

the General Strike and by the starving o
f

the
miners , which was organised by the reformist trade union
leaders . Since then the General Council has become a Mondist
organisation supporting reaction everywhere : in the Metro-
polis , in the Empire , and all over the world .

It would be particularly idle to expect help from the
General Council for the Indian strikers a

t the present time ,

with a General Election in full swing and when all the Labour
leaders are united in trying to persuade their masters that they
are more devoted and less scrupulous defenders o

f
the Empire

than even the builders of that famous "commonwealth of
nations " . We thought , however , that the General Council would
have kept silent before the workers , confining themselves to
secret negotiations behind the scenes with the exploiters o

f
the

Indian workers .

We plead guilty . The General Council has spoken out . It
has made a clear announcement on the struggle in India , for
which they deserve the full recognition not only o

f

Mond , but

o
f the "Daily Mail " itself .

What is the situation now in India ? Tens of thousands of
workers are fighting for the reinstatement of victimised strikers .

For decades we say "decades " , and not years it was the
sacred tradition of the British trade union movement to fight
tooth and nail against any form o

f

victimisation . The Mondists
have given up this sacred tradition . Remember the Glading
case . But now they have made an important step forward .

Hear how the official organ o
f

the General Council ( “Industrial
News " ) sneeringly speaks about a courageous struggle o

f work-
ing class solidarity :- -

"So far as can be judged the main cause of the present
outburst for that is what it really is was a light-
ning strike by some members of the Girni Kamgar Union

to which the millowners replied by turning them down . So
tens of thousands were brought out to force the reinstate-
ment o
f

the few in circumstances which a little judgment
could have avoided . "
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The General Council does not confine itself to arrogant
sneers about the defence of the victimised workers . It goes
further and declares :
"The whole affair " (that is the way they refer to the great
struggle in India) "is a move in carrying out the drive
to the East policy of the Communist International ."
The Moscow bogey has become the only one argument of

all the reformists in their servile defence of the dominant clas-
ses . On its 40th anniversary May First became a Moscow de-
vice ! The defence of workers victimised for their trade union
activities is also a Moscow device !
This is the message of the General Council to the Indian

workers . We need make only two observations on the contents
of this message :
1. In the present circumstances it is quite superfluous for

any reformist trade union organisation to declare that it has
nothing to do with a strike movement . This is already perfectly
well known all over the world . When there is a lockout , the
reformists take part in organising it, but when there is a strike
it is either led by the Řed trade unions or it is conducted
unofficially against the reformist leaders of the trade unions .
Such is the present situation . Look at the new proselyte of the
Mondists , A. J. Cook . He went to Dawdon, where the miners
have been courageously striking for over 10 weeks . Yet in his
rich vocabulary he did not find a single word to say against
wage reductions , but he found many words . to denounce the
Reds and to praise Ramsay MacDonald .
2. It is not true that the strike movement in Bombay is

part and parcel of the Communist drive to the East. Unfor-
unately there is not yet a Communist Party in India . This must
be created and it will be . The present struggles in India are
part and parcel of the great awakening of the East. Neither
the editorials of the "Times " and the messages of the "Industrial
News", nor the repressions and oppression of the Indian wor-
kers will stop this awakening .

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
The Southern Textile Strike in the

United States .
By A. G. Richman .

The industrialisation of the South has gone on apace until
it is revolutionising that section of the U. S. and affecting
tremendously the rest of the country . More than half the coal ,
oil , textiles , lumber , tobacco , fertilizer , quarry stone , etc. are
now mined or manufactured there , most of it in the Southeast .
The urbanisation of the rural population is proceeding rapidly ,
and hundreds of company towns springing up everywhere ,
with the Du Ports , Mellons , Dukes , etc. as firmly in control
as in the feudal baronies of Pennsylvania .
The open shop is more consolidated there than anywhere

else in the country , with the power of the electric power
companies , railroads and banks dominant , and the manufac-
turers , chambers of commerce and press in full accord . Any
textile mill owner who might weaken under the attack of the
union might find his power (Duke -controlled ) suddenly with-
drawn, likewise his bank credit , and so on . If he agreed to
give in , the chamber of commerce would help him with scabs ,
with its open-shop funds , with "public opinion ", etc.
Of the 1,100,000 textile workers in the U. S. , 300,000 are

in the South , about half of them in the Piedmont region of
southwest North Carolina , northwest South Carolina , and
eastern Tennessee , where the Communist National Textile
Workers Union (N. T. W. U. ) is organising the mill workers .
The most significant event of the past few years in the

American labour movement is the striking of about 20,000 of
hese textile workers in the Piedmont plateau . It came like
thunderclap from the sky , and has roused the interest of the
whole country . The illiterate , mountaineer farmers and tenant
armers , native -born Americans of Anglo -Saxon stock , have
one into industry by the hundreds of thousands into the
ompany -owned towns , non -unionised , terribly exploited .
The revolt of these textile workers , in South Carolina

sually spontaneous , in North Carolina organised by the
N. T. W. U. , is " social dynamite " for the bosses of the
ountry . The immediate cause of most of the strikes was the
xtension of the speed -up to the breaking point , but in North
Carolina the N. T. W. U. developed demands such as re-

cognition of the union , increased wages , less hours , abolition of
the speed -up and other forms of rationalisation , reduced rents
and company supervision , better living conditions , etc.

--

The "explosion " began with the spontaneous walkout on
March 12th of 2,000 rayon workers in the American Glanzstoli
Corporation at Elizabethton , Tennessee , followed in a few days
by the strike of 3,500 more at the nearby American Bemberg
Corporation plant both owned by the German - American
rayon trust . Injunctions , and the sending in of state militia
followed soon , and the A. F. of L. union , the United Textile
Workers (U. T. W. U. ) which had tried to prevent the Bemberg
workers from striking, betrayed the strike . The workers re
turned with a promise of wage increases , which was no
carried out . The cause of the strike , was the introduction of th

e

Bedaux efficiency system , which increased greatly the amount
of work per worker , decreased wages , and wore them out with
frightful rapidity .

On April 15th , 5,000 workers in the Glanzstoff and Bemberg

mills went out on strike again , and a
t this writing are still

out (Apr. 26 ) , despite the attempts of the treacherous
U. T

.

W. U
.

and the Government conciliators to get them
back on the bosses terms .

A week after the first Tennessee strike started , the North
Carolina workers began to move , with a strike of 1200 at Ware
Shoals , and soon thousands more went out . Many have won
their fight for the withdrawal of the speed -up efficiency system .

but there are now over 8,000 out , with more going out every
day . The N. Y

.

Times (Apr. 1
4 , 1929 ) describes the cause of

these strikes as follows :

" A man who had been attending 2 or 3 machines was

'stretched ' over 4 or 6 and piece work and clocks for
measuring brought in . Efficiency went into action and the
docile Nordic balked and then quit . For some reason the
N. T. W. U. was the first in the field . ”

The discharge o
f

union members was an important contri-
butory cause .

--

Woman and child labour make up the majority o
f

the

workers . Night work for them is prevalent everywhere , and so

is the 7
2
-hour week . The "legal " working week in North Caro-

lina is 60 hours , but a worker asked to "volunteer " to work
overtime knows he will be fired if he refuses . For example over
one third of the workers in the mill which is the centre of the
struggle in North Carolina the Loray Mills , in Gastoni

(where 3,000 are striking ) are under 1
6 , many of them

working since the ages o
f
1
0 and 12. The owners o
f

these mills .

Manville - Jenckes Co. , which owns mills in 2 cities in the
North (Rhode Island ) and others in the South , were faced with
these demands o

f

the strikers : union recognition , abolition o
f

the stretch -out and loom -clock efficiency system , the 40 -hour

5 -day week , elimination o
f piecework , wage increase from the

present average of $8-12 to a minimum o
f
$ 20 , better houses ,

lower rents , and modification o
f

the feudal rule in the company
town , etc. The answer of the management was the usual one :

this means turning the mills over to the workers !

A typical pay envelope o
f

these workers was published

in the "Daily Worker " :
"Manville - Jenckes Co.

"Wages due $6.80
Rent 2.00

Coal 2.20
-.50
2.00

Lights
Coupons

Balance ... $- .60 "

The coupon books are for purchases a
t the company store ,

which is compulsory . Payment is deducted from wages , as are
other expenses , but rent is taken off in advance . Often workers
go hungry because they have no money and coupon books are
unobtainable between Saturday and Tuesday .

The N
.

Y
. Daily News Record , an employers ' trade paper ,

admitted on Arp . 5th that with the Communist union leading

it , the strike "promises to be a long -drawn contest " . As soon

a
s

the union organisers came out into the open ( for a time
they had had to organise secretly ) they issued a leaflet to the
state militia , which had been called out by the governor , himself
owner o

f
a mill nearby , which stated in part : "Refuse to act

against the strikers . Don't be a strikebreaking scab . Fight with
your class , the striking workers , against the common enemy . ”

All the five companies o
f militia were withdrawn , because of

the propaganda and fraternisation o
f

the strikers , and deputy


