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FOR Dl UNIFICATION OF Tk ANGOLAN FIGHTING FORCES

Ihe histery eof the MPLA's efforts to achieve the united action of the Angzolan
PAtrietic forces has involved about twenty-three attempts to do 50, threae of
them sponsored by the Heads ef State and 8ix spensered by the OAll, throush its
gpecial coomittees,

As 1s lmowi, weary of these “ppreaches which led te netaning, owing te the
FRLA's systematic oppesition te united action with the MiLa, eur Movement
concontroted all its attention en strengthening and expanding the battlefronts,
Powerfully backed by the successes it had achieved throwrheut the period ef tha
wary, the MPLA eonce again undertook te unify the Angzelan liberation mevenont.,

It will be recalled that the 8th OAU Summit, when it decided to withdraw
recognition ef the se-called Angelan ceverament in exile, declded to set up
a Pmsidnnulal bounission ef feur Heads of State \Conge, Tanzania, Zaire and
4agbia) with the twofold aim of helping to unify the MPLA and ki forces and
of establishing ways and means fer the MPLA"® trained militants and material
to cross faire,

it was to this effeet that, on 4 Nay this year, the President of the NIPLA
4ddressed a letter to tue four Presidents comprising the Commission, XuxLig
requesting them urgently te fulfil the mandate they had been entrugted
withe

ihe Pregident of the People’s Kepublic of the Longe, Comnander Harien iigouabi,
offercd his country as venue for the first meeting of the Comsission, which
took place on 8 June 1972, in Brazzaville, where the Pragident of the Heowuiilie
of Zairn congented to go in order that the first steps in this mission mierht
be hﬁ%aee;ns-. The Presidents of Tanzania and Zambia were net ahle to attend
and entrusted their colleagues with fulfillin: their mission.

ihe meeting was attended by MrLA and FNLA delegations headed by Corrade Dy,
Apestinhe Wete and ir. iolden Hoberte.

lhe four delegations attending had the occasion to voice tieir respective
views and to discuss the problem theroughly. A Jeint Ceumunique was then



issued, taking note of the desire of beth organisations to rospond pesitively to
the OiU's appeal for the unification ef the political and military forces, and
agreeing that the Conciliation Commission should be entrusted with helping the
two parties te find ways and means of promwoling agreement and cooperation to
this end.

Ihis was the result that the Conciliation Commission presented at Habat, during
the 9th Assembly of Heads of State and Govermment, which renewed the appointment
of the Commission, while expressing satisfaction at the first steps taken.

ihe success of the Habat Asscmbly created a climate of optimisa on the preblem of
Angolan natienalism, which the MP'LA cannot but rejoice at.

However, the WPLA hopes that the "spirit of Habat" does net mean a backward step

in tie OAU'S policy on the criteria for recognising liberation movements, ner the
re-intreduction of dualism in Angolan natiomalism. Its political, military and
adninigtrative conirol over vast regions of Anzola entitles the M/LA to consider
itsclf a lawful autho;-itx of a4 state type, which is very different from a goverrment
in exile, the constituticon of which we still do not advecate.

lne WPLA still believes that the unification of the Angeolan patrietic forces must
be the result of 4 process of cooperation rendered conerete by politico-military
action in the theatre of war,
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Letter from the President of the MPLA to Iheir txcellenclies the Members of the OAU
Presidential Conmission on tie Unity of Angolan Nationalism

Tour Excellency:

Sinee 1960, the People's Movement for the Liberation of Anpola has always shown
itself to be in favour of unity with the Union of the Peoples of Angola (UPA) er
with the National Front for the Liveratien of Angola (FNLA). (See attached
docunents.) ‘'Today, after an appreciable development of the armed struggle, the
MPLA maintains the same position.

it should be recalled that after the recvgnition of "GHAE" in 1963 by the



Ueverment of the Republic of Zaire (then Conge Kinshasa) aind, later, by the
OAU, the MPLA was expelled from that ceuntry. Since 1961 the MPLA still has
hot obtained the authorisation of the Kinshasa authorities to transport war
material acress their territory.

ihe WriA's epening of the Cabinda and Eastern fronts, thanks to the facilities
granted by the Governments of the Psople's Hepublic of the Conro, langania and
4ambia, gave rise to new prospects for the Angolan peeple's strupgle. lgday
the LiFLA 1s developing Wie struggle in five military regions and our Movement's
Action Committees are leading the insurrection in the Kunens ar<a, whersa the
people rocently rese up in ams against the Portuguese colonialists,

Furihemore, the MPLA's politice-military orientation and its social and
administrative achievenents in the liborated areas have won it ths support of
the great rajority of the Angolan peopla,

lhe Mrli's uynaﬁim m;d its consistent policy of defending the Angolan people’s
most furdamental interesis have made aluoat all the anti-coleonialist ferces, amd
the OAU and the African countries in particular, give it their active

support,

In 1968 the OAU ceased to recognise "CGEAE", which is today a decrepit and
discredited hody. '

lowever, the fact that our militants are forbidden to transpert eur war material
Across the territery of faire is a handicap beth te the uuity of all Angolan
fi_nters and to the progress of the liberation war which ig lmposed on us by
the sae coloninlism,

liorcover, acconiing te statauents wade by His Exeellency the Head of SHtate of
4aire, General Mebutu Sese Scko, and by his Minister of Foreirn Affairs, Mr,

Vario Candens, the Covernment of the Repullic of Zalr recopnises the leritimacy
of our strugple. ‘he Gevermient of Zaire recognises that the division of the
nationalist terces weakens the strusgle and delays the liberation process, It has
declared itself to be prepared to aid all efforts aimed At undting the Angolan
patriotic forces. It states repeatedly that only after unity has been achieved
will the WPLA be able te cross Zairean territery with its equipment and trained



militants. (See, among other things, the speech made by the President of the
Republie of Zaire on 30 December 1971 and the speesch of the Zairean Minicter of
Foreign Affairs at the 1630th meeting ef the Security Coumcil held in Addis
Ababa, 31 Jamuary 1972.)

Cn the other hand, the Gevernment of the hepubliec of Zaire allows the FHLA
exclusive enjoyment of its hespliality and protection, without, at the same time,
one being able te see any tangible precess in the liberation struggle in the nerta
of the country sinse 1901,

Ihe FuLA, however, has still not declared itself to be in favour of unity.
For this reason, wishing to diwsp dissipate all past misunderstand inge:

= in the highest interests of the fighting Angolan peaple,

= in the interests of the people of the Hepublic of Zaire, eften the victims of
attacks by the colenialist amed forces,

= in the most profound interests of all the African peoples,

- conaclous of ils responsibilities amd deriving its strength from the confidence
that it insplires in the Angolan people,

I

THE NPLA CALLS UPON Their Excellencies the Heads of “tate of the People's

Republic of the Conge, the United Hepublic of Tanzania, the Republic of Zaire and
the heputlic eof Zambla urgently to fulfil the mandate they were entrusted with by
tie tth Undinary ileeting of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organisation ef’ African Unlty, to assist wounfx in the unification of the MPLA
and FulA forces and to establish ways amd means for transperting all the material

A intended for the Angelan pecple, as well as trained militants, acress the
territory ef Zaire,

II

Tl DiPla CALLS UPON His Exeellency the Head of Ltate of the Republic of Jairess
as follows :

1. That the N’LA be recognised by his Gevermment a3 #n organisation which is
effectively fighting for the liberation of Ansela and that it be granted the
necessary facilities for performing its tasks;



2. 'Inat in considering the problea of Unity and the practical effects of cressing
the territory of Zaire, the two partles te be united be placed on an equal foeting,
without elither of them being granted privilezes to the detriment of the ether,
Consequently, the necessity and the demand for unity should not, in cur opinieon,
be expressed solely in respect of one of the parties tw be united, but of both.

3. ‘therefore, MPLA milltants siould not be subject te persecution on the
territory of Zalre and contrel of thelr actiona should be the sole responsibility
of the Zairean authoritles.

i1
THE EPLA PROPOSES once again to the FHLA: |
l. That it clearly state its position on unity with the MPLA. i
2, '|hat the two organisations comeit themselves fertiwith to esasing all acts of i
any kind of hostility against the other organisation or apainst its militants. .

3« That there chould immediately be set up, under the auspices of tue Val, a
Joint WPLA and FULA Cemmittee to study ways and means of achieving pulitical and
military cooperation between lhe two ergeni=ations,

The People's Movement for the Liberatien of Angola avails itself of this oppertunity
to renew to Your Exmk Excellancles bthe assurances of its highest consideration.

Agostinho Neto
President of the HPLA

Lhote aldressed to:

l. His Execllency the Presidenc of the Feople's Hepublie of the Conge.
2, M5 kxeelleney the President of the United Hepublic of Tanzania.
3. His Excellency the President of the Hepublic of Zaire®

4. liis bxeellency the Prosident of the lepublic of dambia®
3. liis kxcellency the Secretary Ueneral ol the UAl.

0. His Excellency the Executive Secretary of the African Liberalion Committee.
7. '|he President of the National Front for the Liberation of Angola.
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