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You have said that Mozambique 's government will
'destroy the basis of poverty ' by the end of the decade. Yet
in more than a decade of African independence no country
has achieved that. How do you define the basis of poverty
and how will you destroy it?

We will destroy poverty by a correct economic strategy
based on the needs of the people . We know what the
people want and our central problem is to destroy the
colonial structure which is so deeply rooted . So we have to
liberate the minds of the people, liberate their creative
initiative.

So we have defined the communal villages as places
where people will be organized, carry out defined tasks, be
programed and where they will correctly utilize their own
forces . Development will begin in the countryside and be
supported by industry. We know that you in the West
never wanted to industrialize Africa because that is the
secret of eliminating poverty.

Reports on the BBC and elsewhere talk of massive
forced labor, political repression and concentration camps

in Mozambique. Will you comment on this?
Since we created the new republic we have closed

prisons, not opened new ones . In addition we have
destroyed the concentration camps, the so-called strategic
hamlets, and liberated 1,500,000 Mozambicans . They
lived in concentration camps and were brutalized . So now
who do we have in prison: the tramps created by
colonialism—drug addicts, thieves, prostitutes, criminal
elements, con men, smugglers and so on . We have to
reintegrate them back into society.

Before, these arrests only affected blacks . But now the
world reacts because we also arrest whites who have never
been arrested before and who are being arrested by
blacks . Once again you come to this white complex.
. We serve our people and our interests are antagonistic
to the capitalist interests . People ask us if we are commu-
nists . Our answer is that we are Mozambicans and we are
revolutionaries and consequently we are against
capitalism, discrimination and humiliation.
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IV1OZAMBICANS PUT DOWN RIGhT WING VIOLENCE IN MAPUTO --DECEMBER 1975

Last December an armed uprising took place in Maputu (formerly
Lourenco Marques) Mozambique . While order was quickly restored by
the FRELIMO government, at least a dozen people were killed and many
more were injured.

The violent outbreak was not an attempted coup against the FRELIMO
government as reported in the Western press, but was primarily the work
of new FRELIMO recruits and others in the Party who had not interna-
lized the political perspective of FRELIMO . Many of the participants
in this abortive uprising had not experienced the years of intensive
political training and discipline that FRELIMO members actively en-
gaged in the national independence struggle had received.

Behaviors by these new FRELIMO members such as abuse of civilians,
drunkenness, disregard for authority, drug abuse, etc ., which were be-
ginning to give FRELIMO a bad name among the people, led Party cadre
and soldiers of the People's Forces to take action against them.
Shortly before the December outbreak, many of these same people who
were to participate in that outbreak were individually reprimanded
or expelled from the Party for corrupt behaviors deemed potentially
threatening to the revolution itself . As a result the December violence
must be seen as a last ditch bid for power by counter revolutionary
elements who had already been politically discredited as individuals.

Investigations by FRELIMO after the incident have also made clear
that the source of the trouble was not solely internal . Outside
counter revolutionary forces encouraged this attack on the revolution-
ary aspirations of the Mozambican people .


