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CABRAL lN 

F"rom Amilcar Cabral's speech at the Central Hall, 
Westminster on Tuesday 26th October. 

'You have been told that I ama great revolutionary 
man - I am not, I am simply an African man doing 
my duty in my country in the context of our time. 
You have been told that I am a hero -we have no 
heroes in our country, the only heroes there are 

the AfTican people. 
'['rom your mora 1 and poli ti cal support here ton ight 
I have learnt oí your warm altitude in regard to 
our fight. Tbrough you we would like to salute 
ali anti-colonialist people in this country, 
wi thout regard to their origins or tendencies. ln 
politics you have togo step by step, and we think 
that to have solidarity it is necessary to have 
unity. Without unity it is not possible to give 
consistent moral, politicai or material solidarity. 
We would like t o salute, in particular, the workers 
of this country -white workers, black workers, 
intellectual workers also -and tell them that we 
expect from them. a united front in the struggle 
against colonial iam and neo-colonialism in Africa. 
I would I ike to saiu t e also the students and young 
people who represent f o r us a great force of 
progress in every part of the world.  1 would like 
to salute ali anti-colonialist 1110men , and t ell 
them that one o{ the principies of our fight is 
that our people will never be free until the 
women are also frec.  1 hope that the non-African 
people here will understand if I address special 
greetings to all Africana: present, and ali 
descendants of Africana, calling on them to be 
aware of the struggle in their own country, and 
of their situation wherever they are . The uniried 
action of the workers and ali groups of anti-
colonialist people together  will perhaps teach 
them unity for the new strugglea in this their 
own coun t ry. 

'1 wouldn' t like you to think that we are warriors 
-we don' t make war because we like it. We want 
peace, but peace means nothing without fr~e dom. 

We are freedom-fighters -our aim is the indepen-
dence of our country and the total íreedom oí our 

people. 

'What is Portuguse colonialism? Some people talk 
of •Portuguese imperial ism'  -but there is no 
Portuguese imperialism. Portugal has never 
attaifted the economic development you can call 
impcrialist -because imperialísm is the result 
of the development of capitalism. One day a 
comra.,le -sn old ssilor -was at a meeting where 
1 cxplained thia ides, that the Portuguese are 
not imperialista, He was aatonished and said, 

"But Cabral, everybody says that we' r e f ight ing 
imperialism. We're fighting the Portugueae, so 
we're fighting Portuguese imperialism", I 
explained that imperialism is seen in imperialist 
countriea. ln our country therc is imperialist 
domination - a very di!ferent thing. The two are 

cloaely linked,but different. The truth is that 
P ortugal has never been an imperialist country • 
Portugal is an agent of imperial ism, Since the beg-
inn ing of the 18th century Portugal herself haa been 
a .llemi-colony. Ií you know history,you will know of 
whom. Portugal dominated our country,and preserved 
that domination, becauae she was protected by 
Britain during the partition of Africa and at the 
Conference of Berlin, Portugal did not at that time 
have enough !orce to keep the colonies. The reason 
that Portugal is not decolonizing now is because 
Portugal is not an imperialist country, and cannot 
neo-colonize, The economic infrastructure oí Port-
ugal is such that she cannot compete with other 
capit alist powers. During ali these years o! colon-
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'Portugal, as you know, is the most backward 
country in Europe. This is not the !ault of the 
Portuguese people, but the fault of the ruling 
ClflSBes in Portugal. The Portuguese people have 
n ever known the meaning of human rights, of freedom 
of Clemocracy. The rui ing class of Portugal has an 
imperial mentality, anda culture !ull o! ignorance 
and superstition. And at the heart of it lies a 
lack of respect for the African people. You 
remember that Salazar once said that Africa doesn' t 
exist - a vety high levél of raõism! 

'As you know, Portugal has pretended to assimi late 
the_African people. This is alie, ln my country, 
durtng 500 years of the Portuguese presence and 
more than 100 years of !ull colonial exploitation, 
the y assimilated, according to their own estimation 
only 0,3"{. o l the population. And before the war 
they were promising us that they would continue to 
assimilate. But to be assimilated one had to have 
had four years at primary school. To go to the 
ofíicial primary school you have to be assimilated, 
The y crcated a vicious circle in order to prevent 
our people from developing. 

'The Portuguese ~ivided our people in Guine into 
two groups - the indigenous and the 'assimilados' 
or 'Civilizados' . 99.7% wereindigcnous, and the 
rest were 'assimilados' . And what does"'indigenous' 
mean? I  t means that people can be taken away for 
forced labour. They can be made to pay unjust 
taxes. They can live a life worse than animah. 
I! you study Portuguese colonial laws, you will 
see how cynical and evil people can be in creating 
new forma of exploitation. In the Cspe Verde 
islands they established what they called 'contra-
tado•' - indentured labour - a new form of slavery, 
sending peopl e to Angola or Sao Tome. 

'lf you read books written by honcst Portuguese 
doctors, you wlll see that in the Cape Verde 
islanda the common characteristic o{ ali people is 
undernour i shmen t, and some ti me s  s tat"va t ion. ln 
the Cape Verdes more people have died from 
starvation than the actual present population o f 
the country. And in Guiné the lack oí protein 
and ali kind of basic food createa great difficul-
ties f o r the development o! our people, ln some 
r egions we had an 80% infant mortality-rate. And 
throughout the golden age of Portuguese coloniaiism 
we only had two hospitais in the whole country and 
only 18 doctors • 12 o! those in Bissau. 

'And as f o r schools - they had only 45 -and they 
were Catho~ i c misaionary schools, only teaching 
the catechtsm. There were II of!icial schools for 
'assimilado ' children. We had no aecondary school.11 
at  all in Guine until 1959, and there were only 
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2,000 childrens in tnese school s throughout the ~~=~d~pt~:wc~~~:~;c!~~e~nf~~eo~~t~~~!!:~~!lw~~~ld . 
whole. countr y . And you can imag~ne the ~i~d of We want to strengthen our party more each day - to 

!:~~h:~~ • po~~~~~~~~~e~:~~p~e~~n=~~~~s o~;c ~=~;~~~o ~~;~·~o t~!p~~:~c ~~!e~ i~~s t~= t~=~~y ih!"~~~~~y o~~d 
'lf you know about politicai life in Portugal, you 
can imagine what the politicai life in our country 
is like. Portugal has been under a fascist regime 
for half a century. That means no politicai . , 
parties at ali, no trade unions, nothing. ln Gu1ne 
we couldn1t create any kind of association: in 1953 
when we went back to  the country, we tried, with 
other compatriota, to create what we called an 
African Sport and Recreation Club -but we put one 
thing in the statutes -that un-assimilated people 
could also be members. It was banned, 

'Our party WI\S created in 1956 by 6 Africans {rom 
Guiné and the Cape Verdes. We created an under-
gruund party in Bissau, and extended it to other 
urban centres. We believed at that time that it 
was possible to fight by peaceful means. With the 
help of an undergrouhd trade union organization 
we launched some strikes against the Portuguese, 
and we held some demonstrations, but the Portuguese 
always answered with guns. And on 3 r d August 1959, 
during a workers' strike in Bissau, they killed 
50 African workers and wounded more than 100 in 
20 minutes. That finally taught usa lesson: in 
the face of Portuguese colonialism and, we think, 
imperialism in general, there is no question of 
whether you use armed struggle or not. The 
struggle is always armed, because the colonialista 
and imperial ists have already decided to use their 
arma against you. We decided at an underground 
meeting in September 1959, in Bissau, to stop our 
demonstrations, to retain our underground organ-
ization but move it to the countryside, mobilize 
the people, and prepare ourselves for armeci 
struggle. 

'First o! ali we had to prepare our peopl e polit-

the population. Some people th.ink that when we 
11peak about the creation of the popular assemblv. 
that we are dhniniahing the-value or the role oí 
the party. It>• s not that. We are increasing 
democTacy in our country, but under the leadership 
o! the party.' 

'I ca~ sunmarize for you-yes, we want independ-
ence 1n our country, but independence is not only 
acquiring a flag and an anthem to sing. lndepend-
ence for us means the liberation of our motherland 
and the I iberat ion of our people. But we have to 
~sk: what does 'liberation of the people'mean?' Jt 
IS the liberation of the prpductive forces of our 
7ountry, the liquidation of ali kinds of imperial-
lst_or colonial domination in our country, and the 
tak1ng of every measure to avoid any kind o f new 
exploitation of our peopl e . We don' t confuse 
exploitation with the colour of one's skin.  I 
don't need to remind you that the problem oí 
liberation ia also one of culture. ln the begin-
ning it' s culture and in tbe end it's also culture. 
The colonialista have a habit of telling us that 
when they arrived in Africa they put us into 
history. You know ver y well that it' s the contrary 
~ when they arrived they took us out o f  our own 
history. Liberation for us is to"tãke back our 
dest iny and our history. 

'You might ask what we want Irom this visit to 
E:ngland. One thing is that the moral and poli ti cal 
support of your presence here is very encouraging 
to us. But we are waiting for one thing: that the 
English act according to the principies that they 
proclaim. We would like the English to remember 
the responsibility that England has for our 
colonial situation. 

ically for the atruggle. We mobilized the people, 'I want to finish by saying that I am very touche d 
we prepared cadres and we declared direct action by your presence h ere, and to tell you that we hope 
against the Portuguese in 1961 -but even the n it that one day soon we will be able to receive our 
wasn't armed struggle -onl y direct action agi.lnst friends and comrades in the liberated areas and 
Portuguese a teres, against bridges, cutting the in the towns of our country.• 

!~!:~~~~e~~!:e:Ít:n~ :~e~~ - re!~:s~~~~~gu;~:y killed r-~~~---!_ÕI.-~-... ~-----
~~;~,~,~~!~i, ;:::h~;~;~;~ i~~~~~,!~,~~;~':;,:~;~. Pick your friends with care ..• 
suspected of being the centre of our party. And No wonder Lord Lothian,under-secretary at the For-
at that time they imprisoned about 3,000 people eign Office refused to see Amílcar C::abral -for a 
throughout Guiné. The Portuguese colonialists do few days after Cabral 's visit,he was to make a toas I 
not believe in dialectics-they didn't know that to the Portuguese government at the annual dinne r of 
repression also has its dialectic. lnstead· cf the Anglo-Portuguese society at the Savoy hotel on 
preventing our fight they contributed to its November 8 .0uring the dinner he stated that the Brit 
develo-pment. And in 1964 we were able to hold our ish government does not approve o! the use of viol-
first congress in a liberated area inside our ence t o achieve politicai ends-'the cult of con-
country. frontation must give way to the habit of dialogue' 

'We have two types of armed forces -what we now 
call local armed forces, who are concerned with 
the defence of the liberated regions, and national 
armed forces, who are concerned wi th increas ing 
attacks on the remaining positions of the Port-
uguese in our country. Both these armed forces 
are integrated into the population ~ about 90% or 
more ol these armies are made up of peasants. And 
if in the beginning cf the struggle the leaders 
were from the petty bourgeoisie ~ like me- and 
on I y a f ew workers, graçiua II y new peopl e  c ame to 
lead the party, and today most of the leaders are 
workers and peasants. We now have a state in 
our country -people 1 ike Basi 1 Davidson and others 
who have come to our country didn't have to ask 
the Portuguese suthorities for a visa. 

'We are doing our best to reinforce the sovereignty 
o f lhe people in our country. This is why we 
decided at the last meeting of the Supreme Council 
of the Struggle to create the election o f local 
popular assembl ies -and a nat ional popular 
assembly. We think that these initiatives can 

and 'we (HJ.C) follow with sympathy the efforts ol 
Portugal to establ ish a dialogue with its African 
neighbours' (Rhodesia? South Africa?).Lothian aeems 
singularly uninformed-ali the liberation movements 
have announced their readiness to discuss the future 
of the Portuguese colonies through negotiations with 
the Portuguese government. 

Among those present were the following superstars; 
the Brazilian Ambassador,Earl and Countess St. Ald-
wyn,Lord Rathcavan,Baroness Em'llet of Amberly,Lord 
Mayor of Westminster,Viscountess Davidson,Anthony 
Kershaw (Junior Foreign Office Minister) ,Sir Col in 
Coote (one-time editor of the Daily Telegraph), 
Duncan Sandys MP (cne-time Tory Colonial Secretary), 
Benjarpin Ford MP (Chairman of the Anglo-Portuguese 
Pari iamentary Group) ,and Albert Roberts,Labour MP 
(conveniently forgetting that his party now supporta 
the liberation movements). 

The Portuguese Ambassador crowned these leprous 
proceedings by giving thanks for 'Britain's under-
standing o! Portugal ' s position in Africa' ,and for 
the friendly relations between the two countries. 


