CABRAL IN

From Amilear Cabral's speech at the Central Hall,
Westminster on Tuesday 26§h Cctober,
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"Hyt Cabrml, everybody says that we're {ighting
imperialism. We're {ighting the Parfuguese, no
we're fighting Portugusse isperialism" 4
explained that imperisliem {8 smen in imparial s
countries. In our country there is imperialist
domination - a very different thing. The two are
closely linked,but different. The truth is that
Fortugal has never been an imperialist countey -
Portugal is an agent of in {alism, Bince the beg-
inning e |8th century Portugal herself has been
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"Portugal, as you know, is the most backward
country In Europe. This is not the fault of the
Portuguese people, but the faull of the ruling
claznes in Portugal, The Portuguese people have
never known the meaning of husan rights, of frasdos
of ceracys The ruling class of Fortugal hss an
imperial mentaiityeand 2 culture full of ignorance
and pupergtifion. And at the heart of It lies »
lnck of respect for the African pesple.

remember that Salazar once said that Africa doesn't
v high Vewdl of caddn
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ou know, Poriugel has pretended to assimilate
African people, TH%s E5 & lis. 1n my country,
ing 500 years of the Fortuguese presence and
than 100 years of full colenial exploitation,
they assimilated, accordlng to their own satimation
aply @,3% of the population. And before the war
they were promising us that y would gentinue to
mpebmllate.. [ to be assimilated one had to have
had four yeafs-at primary school, Ta go to the
official primary school you have to be asslmilated
They credted & vicious circle in order to prevent
our peaple from developing,

'The Portugusse divided our people in Goine into
two groups - theindi the 'assimilados!
or 'eiviligados', 9 wereindigenous, and the
raMt wer And what dome'indigenous
mean? Tt means that people can be taken away for
forced labour, They can be made to pay unjust
taxes. They can live a life worse than animals.
Tt you study Portugoesé colonial laws, you will
wee how cynical and evil people can be in creating
new forme of exploitation, In the Cape Verde
islands they established what they called 'contra-
tadon! - indentured: lsbour - & new {erm of slavery,
sending people to Angola or Bao Towe

read books written by honest Portuguese

. you will see that in the Cape Verde

the common characteristic of all people iw
undere rishment, and sometimes starvation, In
the Cape ¥erdes mare people have died from

1 than the actual present population of
ry. And In Guing the lack of protein

and all kind of basic fnod createe great difficul-
s for the development of cur people, In some
rogions wi had an 80% Infant morta

throughout the golden age of Fortugus
wo only had tes hospitals in the whole country and
anly 1B dac = 12 of those In Biss
'And wo for schoole - they had only 45 - and they

were Catholic missionary schools, only tesching

the catechism, Therewars 1l wificial schosle for
‘ausimilago’ ehildren. We had no secondary schools
at all in Guine until 1959, and thers were only
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2,000 childrens in these hools throughout the
whole country. And you can imagine the kind of
teaching. They had made a conscious decision te
stop any possible development among our people

'If you know sbout political life in Portugal, you
can imagine what the political bife in sur country
ie like, Portugal has been under a fascist regime
for hall a century., That seans no political
partien &t mll, no trade unions, nothing., In Gulné
we couldn't create any kind of association: in 1953
when we went back to the country, we tried, with
other compatriots, to create whatl we called an
African Bport and Recreation Club - but we put one
thing in the statutes - that un-asslmilated people
could alac be members. It was banned,

"Oir party wme created in 1986 by & Africans from
Guing and the Cape Yerdes. We created an under-
groand pariy in Bissau, and extended it to other
urban centres, We believed at that time that it
was possible to fight by peaceful means. With the
belp of an undarground trade unien organization

ed some strikes against the Portuguese,
held some demanstrations, but the Fortuguess
always answered with guna, And on 3rd August 1959,
during & workers' strike in Bissau, they killed

50 African workers and wounded more than 100 in

20 minutes. Thar finally taught us a lesson
the face of Partuguess colonialiem and, we t
imparinliem in general, thers is na questien
whether you use armed struggle or not, The
struggle is always armed, becauss the colonialists
and imperialists have already decided to uge their
arms against you. We decided at an underground
meeting in Scptember 1959, In Rissau, to stop our
demonstrations, to retain our undergraund orgesn-
ization but move it to the countryside, mobilize
the people, and prepars cutsdlves far Armed
atruggle.

'Firet of all we had to prapare our gaople polli-
ically for the struggla. We mobilized the people,
we preparsd cadres and we declared direct action

against the Portuguese in 1941 - but ev then it

wasn't armed ntruggle - only direct action agalnst
Portuguase ntored, against bridges, cutting the
telaphone wirds, and so on. The Fortuguese
answered this with a great repression, They killed
many peaple, They drowned people in rivers, they
burned people with petrol, they destroyed villages
euspected of being the centre of our party. And

at that time they imprisoned about 3,000 peop
throughout Guine. The Portugusse colonialists do
not believe in dialectices - they didn't know that
repression also has its dialectic. Instead of
enting our [lght thay tributed to its

evalopment. And in 1964 we were able to hold our
first congrese in a liberated area inside our
country.
"We have twd types of srmed forces - whal we now
al & forces, who are concerned with
the liberated regiops, and national
armed forces, who are concerned wit

attacks o1
uguese in
are integrated into the population - about B0
sore of these armies are mada Up of peasants.

the remaining poaltlons of
r country, BHoth these armed forc

if in the begln of the struggle the Lead
were from the petly bourgeoinie - like me- and

only a few workers, gradually new people came to
lead the party, and today most of the leaders are
workers And peasants. We now have a Wtate in

our country - people like Basll Davideon and others
who have come to our country didn't have to sak

the Portuguesn authorities for a visa.

"We ure doing oyr best te reinforce the soversignty
of the people In our country. This Is why we
decided at the last meeting of the reme Counel

of the Btruggle to craate the election of local
popular szsemblies - and a pational popular
mamembly. We think that thesa initiatives can

OpeH up new perspectlves for cur political work

in#ide the country and in the international field.
We want to strengthen our party more mach day - to
apread the principles of the party, and do our
best to improve the links between the party and
the population, Some people think that when we
speak about the creation of the popular assembly,
that we are diminishing the value or the role of
the party. [&'s not that, We are increasing
domacracy in our country, but under the leadsrship
of tha party,!

“l can suwmmirize for you - yes, we want independ-
once in our country, but independence im not only
acquiring a flag and an anthem to sing. Independ-
ence for uW means the liberatlon of our motherland
and the liberation of our people. But we have to
what does 'liberstion of the pesple'mean? 1t
= liberation of the productive forces of our
country, the widation of all kinds of Imperial-
ist or colonial domination in our country, and the
taking of svery measure to avoid any kind of new
=xploitation of our people. We don't confuse
exploitation with the colour of one's skin, 1
don't need to remind you that the probles of
Piheration is also ope of culture. In the bagin-
ping it's culture and in the end it's also culture.
The colonimlists have a habit of telling us that
when they arrived in Africa they put us into
history. You know very well that it's the contrary
- when they arrived they took us sut of our own
history. Liberation for u@ i# to take back our
destiny and our Bistsry.

'You might ask what we want from this visit to
England, One thing is that the moral and political
support of your premence hece is very encouraging
& u#. But we are waiting for one thingi that the
ish act according to the principled that they
proclaim, We would like the English to remember
the renp ibility that England has for our
colonial situation.

' want to finish by saying that I am very touched
and to tell you that we hope
i e abile to receive our
friends and comrades in the liberated areas and

in the towns of our countey.!

Pick your friends with care...

Ko wonder Lord Lothian,under-secretary at the For-
mign Dfflee refused to sée Amilear Tabral - for a
few days after Cabral's visit,he was to make a toasi
to Portuguese government at the annual dinner of
the Anglo-Portuguese society at the Savoy hotel on
November B.During the dinfer he wtated that the Brit
ish government does not approve of the use of vipl-
ence to achieve political ends - 'the cult of cop-
antation must give way to the habit of dialogue
d ‘wo [HMG) follow with sympathy the efforts of

Portugal to establish a dislogue with its African
neighbours' [Rhodesia? South Africa?).Lothian seems l
singularly upinforsed - all tha Lliberation movements

have announced thelr resdiness fe discuse the future
of the Poriuguese colonics through negotiations with
the Portuguese governmént.

Among these present were the following superstars
the Brazilian Ambassador,Earl and Countess S5t. Ald-
wyn Lord Rathcavan,Baronees Emmet of Amberly Lord
Mayor of Wedtminster ,Viscountess Davideon,Anthony
Kershaw (Junior Foreign Office Minister),5ir Colin
Coote {one<time editor of the Dally Telegraph),
Duncan Sandys MP (one-time Tory Colonial Secretaryl,
Ben famin Ford MP (Chairman Anglo-Portuguess
Parliamentary Group),and Albert Aoberts,Labour MP
{eonveniant rgetting that his party now sopp

the Iiberation movements).
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e#0 Asbassador crowned these leprous
g# by giving thanks for 'Britain's undee-
g of Portugal's position in Africa!,and for
friandly relations between the twn countrima.




