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Appeal of the E. C.

C. I. for the First of

May 1926.

Working Men and Women!

The First of May 1426 occurs at a time of increasing acu-
teness. of the economic situation in the most. important countries
of Europe, at a time of tremendous increase in unemployment,
and of a brutal capitalist offensive against the working class
" order to cut down wages and sccial insurance and to leng-
then the working day. ’ ¢

in Great Britain the bourgeoisie is preparing a concentrated
attack upon the miners -— it is atterpting 1o reduce still further
freir starvation wages and to throw thousands of miners on
the street, It is realising with increasing anxiety the fact of the
decline of the British world empire, and is aftempting to hold
Up the inevitable by pauperising the English proletariat, by
5h?ltlv:‘ring the organisation of the advance troops of the British
working class, the million miners. :

In Germany the bourgeoisie is endeavouring to “rationalise”
PTO(.luchon by reducing wages, lengtening the working day and
closing down factories. ’ '

in France the bourgeoisie,
Plessing the real wages of the
of small investors,

_ fn l!aly the most elementary right of combination, the free
i12de unjop movement, has been destroyed by fascism.

by means of inflation, is de-
workers and ruining millions

In Poland, in Czechoslovakia, in Norway, in Austria -
everywhere we see hundreds of thousands - of unemployed,
everywhere we see the attempts of the bourgeoisie to depress
the standard of living of the working class. The most terrible
results of this capitalist offensive are specially feit by the
young geaeration of the proletarial. The double pressice of
high prices and unemployment is pressing with ever increasing
weight on the working women and the housewives of the PIO-
leiarian family. ,

In America the imperialist bourgeoisie is bribing the upper
sections of the working class at the cost of the ruined farmers
and the broad masses of the immigrant, unskilled proletariins.
at the cost of the whale of the European working class ani the
peoples of Latin America.

But the bourgeoise is not only plunging you, the workers,
into ever deeper nusery, in alliance with the big landowners it
is plundering the peasantry, the allies of the proletariat. by
means of increased taxation, by protective duties again:t 1e
interests of the peasants, by depreciation of their small savings.

The 1st of May falis at a time of general intensification
of class struggles. For the first time since the woirld war we
are experiencing a simultaneous political and social crisis in the
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three most-imporant countries of Europe: in.Great ‘Britain, in
Germany and in Franee, The white terror prevails. in. Italy,
Spain, Hungary, in the Batkadp, in Poland and  in fthe Badtic
Countries. It is already casting its shadow upon the copptries
of “Western Democracy”, in which the cldss justice of the bour-
geoisie is- persecuting- with ever increasing savagery the ad-
vance gdard' of  the proletariat. ' N
The 1st of May falls at a time of new war dangers, of
imperialist conflicts, of the bankruptcy of the. League .0f Natious’
policy. The imperialist powers are themsélves demonstrating
that the itlusion that a League-of the capitalist nations for the
maintenance of peace is possible, has completely collgpsed. The
Ist of May 1926 occurs at a time of preparation of a sham
disarmament Conferénce and of active struggle of imperfalism
against the peoples of China, Syria and Morocco. The four
hundred miftion” population of China is carrying on its world-
historical struggle for freedom against the. criminal -forces .of
British and Japanese imperialism which do not shrink back
from any abomination. The people’s army in Northern China
is not destroyed, in spite of all the lies of the capitalist world
press; 'the peasants’ and workers” gcVernmient in Caiiton
South China remains firm and unshaken, in spite of all the
counter-revoluticnary intrigues. The proletariat of the whole
world views with admiration the great Chinese revolution.

Working men and Women!

The Ist of May originated as a day of international soli-
darity of the workers, as a day of class struggle for the great
aims of Socialism, as a day of fight against the dangers of
imperialist wars. The war policy of social democracy destroyed
international unity, the social democracy buried the May Day
ideas of the class struggle in the trenches of the world war.
Their coalition policy has not served to rally the proletariat
for the struggle, but has fettered the proletariat to the bour-
geoisie, If today the rule of the bourgeoisie remains unbroker,
if the capitalist ciass society has not been destroyed, if the pro-
Jetariat must still bear the yoke of suppression and exploitation,
the social democracy and the social democracy alome is respon-
sible for this.

‘Comrades?!

Can we to-day. eight years after the war, tolerate fhat the
proletariat, nationally as well as internationally, is split in
its most widely embracing mass orgamsations, in the trade
unions? Can we, aiter eight years of privations, tolerate, in view
of the capitalist offensive, 2 continuation of the old coalition
policy? Can we believe any longer the agents of the League
of Nations and the so-called disarmament conference, when the
imperialists are enslaving the German people numbe_ring 00 {ml-
lions, and are converting the small states of Europe into a 'p!lant
insirument against the vanquished pesples and the Soviet bm'on?
Must not the proletarians in soldiers’ uniferims _become conscious
of the growing danger of .war, shall the spirit of the barracks
and military drill tear them from the great army of the pro-

letarians in the workshops?

No, and again no!

We are strong enough fo the struggle. W'.e po?sess (t)h:
best weapouns, before all the unity of (Fll‘ workl'ng’:.lc ?SS% on
the 1st of May, on the day of lmernghonal sohd.mt'v) ) fhe
workers, the proletarians cf all countries and ali ‘pa:Ju im‘hae
join fogether, firmly and detes minedly, under tl_1e' 510;'.‘\11‘1 otmde
internaticnal united front. unc_ler the slogan ol‘.: ;m}{leq rade
union International, The yv?]rkling cl:::y o;l} tl:,eivll_:‘tgom”:eys.' a;;d

i A . or & © .
]‘TUC!H‘"'“ 1:"911’ n}::lslioix? kf)lgthteir readiness to support the English
e ;‘;)llfl‘olllCJ by a tremendous  struggle. [he
i how their will tc unity. they must see t?
the social democratic workers
May Day demonstrations aund

miners who
working class nust s

it that the trade uniong and

arrange with the commuitists jout

meef10gs.

- -The May -Day.-slogans- for the ‘tinited trofnt-must-te Fight
for the eight hour day afid increase of wages; fight for ade
%p;agg ‘support for fhe_ilheployéd; “for” the. destruction of. the

scist organisations; for the most elementary political libeérties;
fof the release aof the political prisoners; for preparing for the
struggle against the daager of war; for supporting the national

revolutionary movement of China. : : o

At the same time the workers must always remember that
the united front of all workers is, indeed, the way to victory,
but ot victory itgelf. The overcoming of the results of the decline
of capitali$m. the fepelling of the attempts of the bourgeoisie
to reconstruct its economy at the cost of the workers, the pre-
vention of the Dawesation of the whole of Europe by American
capital, the stoppiag of the expediture of nfilliards on arma-
ments — all these demands will anly be realised by the prole-
tariat by means of the revolutionary overthrow of the bour-

. geois dictatorship, only. by setting up a workers’ .and peasants’

goyernment in every country and by bringing these governments
together. into the Uuited States.of socialist ‘Europe which shall
stretch out a brotherly hand to the Sowviet Union, to the colonial
peoples and to -the ‘proletdYtat 6t ‘America. =~ * — = -

From the eight years experiences of the Soviet Union, cf
the peoples of the one-time Tsarist Empire, the proletariat can
see what the proletarian revolution is able to achieve. Nobody.
except the most die-hard reactionary bourgeois and the most
narrow social democratic and trade union bureaucrats can
any longer deny the rapid political and economic advance of
the Scviet Union, can dispute the existence of a real prole-
tarian democracy and the setting up of socialism in the Soviet
Union. :

There is only ome country that knows neither economic
decline nor capitalist offensive; there is only one country
the world in which wages are increasing, the eight hour day
exists and the land has been wrested from the big- landowners
and handed over to the peasants, where all nationas possess
equal rights and the full equality of both sexes is realised. There
is only one country in which there are neither fascist organisa-
tions, nor white terror — this country is the Soviet Union.

Working men and ‘Women!

On. the 1st of May, which from the beginning has raised
the banner of social revolution, unite into a defermined army

lor capturing power. ,

- On the 1st of May 1026, on the day of the fight for the
united front of the working class, all proletarians must rally
under the slogans:

Long live proletarian unity in the class struggle!

Long live the united Trade Union International!
Proletarian, show solidarity with the English miners!
Long live the fraternisation of the proletarians of the work-

shops and of the barracks!
Long live the fighting alliance of the workers and the

peasants!

Hauds off revolutionary China! ]

Our proletarian May greetings to the workers of the Soviet
Union!

Down with the fascist organisations, down with the White
Terror! .

Down with the Imperialist League of Nations!

Long live the Workers’ and Peasants’ governn?ent!

Leng live the United States of Socialist Europe!

The Fxecutive Committee of the Communist International.
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Social Democracy and the Disarmament
"Manoeuvre of the League of Natioaus.

. » By }J. - S L
~ The burdens of militarism are’ pressing with enormous
weight upon the budgets of the victor States. Nevertheless none
of tiem. thinks of restricting this expenditure, still less' of dis-
arming. How could it be otherwise? Here it is a question of
States which wish to secure, at least for the time being, the booty
they have seized in the world war soledy by maintaining unin-
terrupted land, sea and air armaments. In order, however, to
throw sand in the eyes of the mass of the people who have to
bear these enormous burdens, the League of g‘ations has ini-
tiated a so-called action for disarmament. ' i
‘What was the attitude of social democracy to this diplo-
matic manoeuvre? Before the war the II. International correctly
estimated the love for peace of the imperialist Powers. When
Tsar Nichoals #. with hypocritical gesture, raised- the question
of a disarmament Conference, the result was to arouse scornful

hter in alt the social democratic parties, The latter quite’

rightly warped the workers against this humbug. At the Stutt-
rt Congress of the H. International in 1907, the Hague Peace
was characterised, amidst the general applause of the
Congress, as a “thieves’ kitchen”. Bebel in his ‘ast speech be-
fore his death characterised the imternational situation not as
“disarming’ but as “arming”. The year 1914 fully confirmed this
former conception of social democracy. And all that occurred
afterwards confirmed it still more. thus Wilson's 14 points
were nothing else than an introduction to the Versailles Treaty.
. Present-day social democracy which has little in common
with social democracy in 1914, has, it is true, repeatedly talked
about “securing peace”, but it bas undertaken very little towards
limiting military expenditure and cutting down armaments. At
the last Congress of the I. Interpational at Marseilles almost
nothing was said regarding these matters.

What was and what is the attitude of social democracy to
the so-called disarmament campaign of the League of Nations?
Ope can say that in the victor States it has not been over-
zealous in this respect. The case was different, however, in the
vanquished States. In the latter the desire lor international
disarmament represented to a certain extent the demand
of the bourgeoisie. This does not mean that the latter
was against militarism, but that as it had been forbidden to
maintain its own army it would be glad ii the victor States

not have too great military nwans at their disposal. Natu-
rally the bourgeoisie in the victor States does not believe in
disarmament. i however it discusses the question of iimiting
armaments, it js only in order to create difficulties.

The German social democracy has joined in the disarma-
ment campaign, bat, it is worth noting, right from the outset
nol with the intention cf bringing about disarmament, but in
order, once again, to deal a blow at the Soviet Union and to
represent this, the only real opronent of militarism, as the scape
goat who is alone responsible for the fact that there has been
no disarmament. The Central organ of German social demo-
Cracy, the “Vorwiirts”, right from the commencement of the
campaign has issued the caich word for the diplomats and
called upon Switzerland not to comply with the justified de-
mands of the Soviet Union. It surrounded Sir Austen Chamber-
lain, the most obstinate representative of imperalism, with the
halo of an angel of peace, in order thereby o be able to paint
In more terrible colours the red devil of “Soviet imperiabism”.

fler every note or utterance of Chamberlain “Vorwirts” made
the stereofyped remark: “Itf is now for Russia to speak!” The

viet government soon replied The “Vorwirts” either refrained
h'Oﬂ_l publishing the replies at ali, or reprinted them .in a very
mutilated form with comments which distorted their contents
still more. '

Comrade Chicherin has now, on the 7th April, sent a Note
on behalf of the Soviet government to the General Secretary
of the League of Nations, in which the disarmament manoeuvre
is finally and completely exposed. The “Vorwiirts” has continu-
ally published verbatim reports of Chamberlain’s speeches on
#s front page. Of the Note of Chicherin, however, the “Vor-
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wirts” only publishes a few passages, forn from their "context
and attempts ' to' rehite them by meatis’ of petty trickery” and
with the frequent use of “Ifs” and *Buts”. " =0

) Thg,“',\’o;wi‘rﬁ”' 'rgmarksi .

“If to-morrow the governmenis .of England and of
the United States were 1o .comvene an Anglo-Amezican-
Russian Conlerence in  Geneva, with the agenda: full
‘resumption of -diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia amd
~granting of a credit of a milliard dollars to Soviet Russia,
«along with action in support of the shaky Chervonetz, ah),

 how quickly a Soviet Russian delegation with M. Chicherin
. at the head‘, accompanied by an grmy of technical experts,
would travel there at the shortest notice.” ) ‘

. What sense is there in this “if’? One could. just aa we.l say:
“lf the German Nationalists were suddenly to hecome republi-
cans, if the German People’s Party came forward in support S
the expropriation of the princes — what resulis would that
have!’ These are not questions which politicians put forwand,
this is merely a game intended to comfuse the issue.- One must
deal with things as they are. The Soviet Union is a revoltio-
nary workers’ and peasants’ Sate and the bourgeois powers of
QGreat Britain and before all the United States of ' America, are
endeavouring to fight the Soviet Umion with every possible
means. That is how the matter stands. 1f, however, we were to
adopt the methods of the “Vorwirts” with its “ifs” and “buts”,
then nothing would be easier than to assert: if these govern-
ments suddenly decided to support the Soviet Union, would they
not choose another town for their negotiation than that to
which the Soviet government, for very commpelling reasons, is
unable to send its representatives.

The crux of the question is: Do they want to disarm or
do they not? Of course they do not wish to disarm. And pee-
cisely because Chamberlain and Briand are not at all serious
in their talk of disarmament, they insist upon comvening the
disarmament Conference in Geneva. . S

They only intend to mislead the masses and to find a
goat. Chicherin has thwarted this manoeuvre and the childish
ifs and buts of German social democracy ong‘ testify to its
good will to help imperialism out of a mess, But it will be a
case of love's labour lost. The manoeuvre is completely exposed.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
Fight or Submission. |

(On the Mining Dispute in Great Britain).
By A. Lozovsky.

[

K is at present hard to say whether, on the 1st of May, there
will break out the titanic struggle of the. Brilish ooal miners
against the mire owners. It is diftioult to say because the reports
which have arrived up till now are extremely contradictory.
and also because, during the last two or three mwnths, there
has taken place a certain re-grouping of forces betwezn the two
opposing parties. On the one hand the entire English bourgeosie.
with Mr. Baldwin, “who stands outside of all parties” at the
head, is conducting with a very clear and definite allocation of
roles, a tenacious and bitter attack upon the working class, in
which it is supported by a certain section of the leaders of
the Labour Party and of the trade unions. On the other hand
there is an insutficiently united labour movement, divided by
craft unionism and political difterences, the right leaders of which
are pressing for an understanding at all costs. :

One must do justice to the grilish bourgeoisie. Its plan of
attack has been drawn up according to all thé rules of the art.
After Mr. Baldwin was compelled in July last year to beat a
retreat, a Royal Conmission was appointed in which the big
bankers and industrialists predominated, and which in the course
of many months studied and elaborated the question of how
best to hoodwink the miners.

What was the question in dispute? The whole question has
continually turned on the conclusion of a national wages agree-
ment; but the proposal of the roval Commission provid:s for
district agreements, whereby, in certain districts, wages are 1o
be reduced by 20 and 30% and in other localities, on the other
hand, even a increase can be allowed if the result is an average
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of the .B}‘li-lS]h prglief;:;l{clﬂ;ioj_"al Commission, which have raceived

The},e’ I; arflsthe mine owners, would not be so territie for the
the approval ® uni vement in Great Britain were
workers if the :trade umond I'lfloat the head of the Labour Party
strongly, welded t(f%{em"]} e If the “mational ‘inferesis” as Mac-
thare were not such friends of the L .

. W Co. The first reports of the
Donald, Thomas, Clynes ai : . vhen these
findings of the Commission had scarcely appeared <\i erty jese
agents of the bourgeoisie _commenced_ to work 1 or er 1o fur
siade the miners, who still stood firm, to give up reslstankﬁ.
Fverything was set in motion, including lopen nlt;u"ks as h\\“(,l-l
as intriguing behind the scznes, and @ number of s}).e_mv'{l mer: O..S
to which the degenerate gadxrh-nmemarlans of the Bﬂf&bh Labour
Pa are specially addicted. .

rt)‘,l‘ha's perrsisteht work of the open and secret friends of the
British mine owners brought hesitation. vacillation and uncer-
\ainty imto the ranks of the leading organs of th> British trade
wnion movement. Instead of, in the last lew mouths seeing to i
that the entire proletariat of Greai Britain was prepared for the
conflict which will break out on the 1st of May, instead of cewr
tring the enlirc propagandist, agitational and organisatory work
unon this tremendous encounter between the classzs, and to
mobilise the whole labour movement of Great Britain, numbering
many millions — instead of all this there took place unofficial
conisrences, and in secret sittings the proposals of the Righi. not
to fight but to capitulate, were discussed. All these meetings
hehind closed doors were, of course not kept secret from the
British bourgcoisie, which has its agents everywhere.” This
encouraged the mine owners and they undertook a number of
fmesh attacks.

All the reports from Great Britain go to show tha! the
greatest indignation prevails among the miners. The working
masses will have nothing to do with talk of concessious. In these
circumstances the fight between the miners and the mine cwners
is unavoidable. The situation in Great Britain at present is such
that the nriners alone would not secure a victory without serious
suprort by the larger trade unions and by the Central Council
oi the British Trade Union Congress, for the forces are not
equal: on the one side there siands the entire Britisk bourgeoisie,
the whole Stzte apparatus, strike-breaking corps of ali kinds etc.
\Will the railway workers, the transport workers aud the General
Council come {o the aid of the miners? There exists a fornal
promise of surrort, but whether this support will bz realis:d
in practice, whether the transport workers, the railway workers
(we must not forget that the General Secretary of the National
Union of Railwaymen is the notorious J. H. Thomas) ete. wi'l
enter on a solidarity strike, 1s at present very dilficuit 1o say.

If the Right wing ol the Latour Party and the Rioht wing
of the General Council of the British Trade Union Congress
had not carried on a distintsgrating, demoralising and defeatist
policy in the last two or three months, had these advocates of
capitulation- not evervwhere called attention 1o the “unprejudiced
attitude” of Mr. Ballwin, the acvertability of the proposals of the
Roval Commissinn. the futility of fighting. the advanta~e of losing
a little without a struggle instead of losing a great deal in a
strugusle, then the beurgenisie of Great Britain wouid have
learncd a lesson on the Ist of Mav which it would not forget
in a hurry. But now, when a new Black Friday is being pre-
pared bv the Right wing of the Labour Party and by the Right
wing of the General Council, (thev are one and the same
clements), we are justifie? in regarding with anucty the siate
of affairs in Great Britain, {ov the fate of the entire British
proletiriat is at stake.

We are following events in Great Britain with conside-
rakie unecasinass, for on this section of the British coal front
the workers will again have 1o fight a batile against united
captal, against the bourgeois State and the Right leaders of the
Eritich lab~ur movement.

We know that the Brit'sh winers, in their overwhelming
majority, will not hear of submission, that they are ready for a
strugele, They can be assured of the warmest sympathy and of
she unreserved suprort ol the revolutionary workers of the
whole world — the Conference of Action of the Minority
AMovement has shown this in Great Britain ifsell —, for the
vetory  of the British miners is our victory; their defeat,
however, is our deleat. Therefore, everv honest proletarian will
be in favour of a fight to the end, until victory is attained.
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International Aid- for: the :Eaglish Minexig.
! R: L-b: Y. Proposes -Joint - Action to-the- §:-F- F- U.
-t i ‘Mosoaw‘,,.l&h-g{ April 192,

The Executive Bureau of fhe Red «J“te,‘"‘?m;’,‘fl‘.l (yhﬁgﬁ;
Uniosis' has gent fto (he' International Federation ?( Trade
the following communication S}glyetli by LD}0V§ y: e

“The approaching conilict in the English mmm‘g” b
«try bears a decidly international -character; it uul.-hmﬁa
"that the working class in all countries and 2l the 1}3&-.5-
national organisations adopi an attentive and serious a:ﬁ“\; ¢
towards if. We are all inferested in sceing that the English
mtiners beat back the atiack on thelr wages and working
conditions contemplated by the mine owners and by the
Coal Commission. The dcleat of the English miners would
bz the signal for reducing the standard of living nol only
of the English, but of the entire International proleiariat
In these circumsiances the organised united action of ali
sincere iriends of the English prolefariat 1s an absolute
necessity. ‘ .

In view of this the Executive Bureau of the R.LL.U.
proposes conunion action in order 4o heip the English sminers
4 their rightiul struggle against the attack of capital. whicn
is united and well organised. We express the conviction tha
the existing differences of opinion will .not act as a hindrance
to our common aciion for the delence of the interests of the
English miners. In view of the urgency of the matter we
request you to inform us by telegraph the time and plae
where the representatives of both Internationals can meet
in .order to decide upon the mwethods of support for the
English miners.” ,

"UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS, |

The Economic Situation and the Budget
of the Soviet Union.
The most important Features of the Economic Sifuation in (h
- Soviet Union.
By A. Rykov.

(Extract from the Report at the Meeting of the Central Exe-
cutive Council of the Soviet Union.)

When, under Lenin's leadership, we carried out the transition
¢ the New Lconomic Policy, the extent of the decline ni our
country was characterised by the following figures: Industrial
production amounted to 18 -29% and agricultural production
amounted to 497 of the pre-war production. By comparing
these two figures one could, at the first glance, arrive at the
conclusizn titat agriculture was in a better position than industrr.

Such a conclusion, hewever, would be extrenely superficial,
as it would leave out of account the fact that the bulk of the
agricultural products is consumed by the peasants themselves.
witlle almost the whole of the industrial products is seat
the market. At the beginning of the New Economic Tolicy agri-
cultire sent such an msignilicent portion of its products to *he
market that we experienced at the time an exceedingly severe
food crisis. The development of our cutire econonty, including
the development of industry, encountered befare all in thw
rerind the difiiculty presented by the weakness of agriculure
the workcrs had to have bread, ‘the town population had to
supplied with food, and industry with vaw material. All this W~
only possible through the developmem of agricultuve.

Henee, at that {ime ogriculture was the weak point it

cur entire economy. the sirengthening of which was the o
cessary pre-candition for the economic - reconstruction ar’
further development of the whole country.

The nresent eronomic situation diflers greaily from '™

original stare of the New Feonomic Pclicy. Industry has e
attained abont 957, and agriculture 917 of the pre-war sfandard.
At the comniencemut cf the New Economic Dolicy there exise’
iminger and frod crisis. To-day, there prevails hunger for int
strial products. 1f one wished to express in a short f2rmula e
chief ditference between the present economic situation and :he
<itnation at the besinning of the New Fconomic DPaticy.
could sav: At that time agriculture was in a backward coniin:™
and as a result there prevailed throughout the whole count’
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a severe food crisis; to-day it is industry that is in a’ backward
cendition, and as a consequence we are in the second’ vear of
shortage of goods. " ' : :

Thus the importance and the role of agriculture and industry
in the whcle life of our Union has changed. although at the same
tinte industry has developed at an exceedingly rapid rate. Last
year it increased its production by 64%, and in the present
year it will increase it by about 35%. The yearly ‘increase in
mdustrial praduction considerably exceeds the growth of agri-
ceiteral production, nevertheless there prevails a shortage - of
goods, .

Simultancously with the growth of industry and agriculture
-- and this is one cl the symptoms of this general process »f
reconstruction — our budget has grown considerably, and this
year atfains a -balance of over lour milliard rovbles as agaiust
208,143,600 roubles in the year 1023/24 and 2,905,070,000 roubles
in“the ycar 1924 23, o

It. must be borne in mind that we have achieved these re-
sults without any -help whatever from outside, 1 believe that
our State is the only one that has suicceeded in overcoming the
encrmous cevastation without fcreign loans. I bealieve that our
State also cccupies a unique position in that 1t has proved ca-
pable ot achieving economic successes such as other States have
not been able to obtain even with the aid of foreign loans and
the suprort of other States. Cur economic successes have — and
everyone must realise this — a tremendous political importance,
as they prove that, in spite of all the attempts of our oppone:nts
to prove the inability of the working ciass and of the peasantry
to organise economy without the factory owners and landlords,
that the workers and peasants kinow how to build up the
economic life of the country and tp organise it better than was
ever the case under the rule of the bourgeoisie and landlords and
under the capilalist Order.

These successes which we have attained not only compel
quantifative respect, but they imply at the same time a gigautic
moral victory, as they prove the superiority of our Order com-
pared with the bourgecis-capitalist Order.

As I have already said, in spite of the fact that we have
attained 95% c¢f the pre-war production in our industrv and
91% in agriculture, there prevails a shortage of goods. Wherein
lies the cause of this? If the proportion between the quantity of
goods produced by agriculture and the quantity produced by
industry has remained about the same, and the rate of develop-
ment of industry even exceeds the growth of agriculture. then
the chief cause, apparently, must be sought in another st here.

The chief cause of the shortage cf goods is the forced
growth of effective demand.

There has been a great change in the budget of the peasaat
as cmrared with pre-war times. The nationalisation of the land,
the freeing of the ressants from the burdens of purchase of land
rom and pavment of rent to the land-owners, hand in hanl
with the advance of agriculture. a'one increase the purchasing
cararity of the peas:nts. The freeing of the peasants from a
number of other linbilities which were part and vrarcel of the
land'ord recime. incrcases at the same time the purchasing
power ~f the village, and theref~re the growth of agriculturs]
lf’o":""inn of the reasants involves a greater demanl! for in-
austrint nroducts Thanks to the considerable retuction of the
agricultirral inconie tax and the increase in the price of corn,
and thanks to the oererous granting of credits to Hur organs
resronsible for collect'ng grain, the purchasing power of the
villare has ‘greatly increased this year.

The rapid growth of eficctive demand in the towns is due
to various causes: the level of income of the nrban population
and the wages of the workers and empioyees have increased;
alonhy with this there is t0 be observed in recent times a certain
refaidation in the increase of the productivity of labour. In the
tncrease i shortage of coods the rapid pace of the developmoni
ot heavy ndustry and the inauguration of a comnrehensive
pragamme of new buildings rlays a considerable role It must

e remembered that the envestrent of capital does not mean the

mmmediate inflew of new gonds on to the market; on the other
hand the demand for finished products is increased by this. If
4 new factory is built or a new pit is opened in the Donez
basin, the work takes some vears, and during this time the
workers who are engaged in the new constructicn require breud
and finished products. Therefore, the industrial investment of
capital which finaily leads to the abolition of the shortage of
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goods, increase the demand so long as the new factory is nm
set yoing. : ’

" All these facts which 1 have mentioned have greatly in-
creased the growth of the effective demand in town and couvutr -
and this demand our industrv was unable to satisfy, in spite of
e fact thaty Jrincreasedits, production by 04% i “the past
year, . 2 ' ; #
¥ These are the causes of that shortage of goods which we
feel so keenly in the present year and which existed in a weakor
form in the past. I do not wish to create the illusion that 1his
shortage of gcods can be abolished in the near future. The
elements oi natural economy still play a very great role in the
economic system of our country. Even today, a considerabl:

_.portion of the peasant undertakings satisfy their owrd require-

menis. The element of natural economy is gradually decayiag
and will decay the more rapidly, the more speedily industry is
testored, its products cheapened and its connection with agri-
cuiture consolidated. This decay of the elements of natranal
economy will still further increase the demand for indusirial
products. .

That is not dangerous. The rapid pace of the transference of
agriculture on to the basis of goods economy will stimulate the
develcpment of our incustry, promole technical progress and
jmgrove its organisation. Only such an increase ol the shortagre
cof goods would be dangerous which constituted a hindrance 1o
the development of economy itself. '

The general economic difliculties, which are a result of
the shertage of goods, have been rendered more acute by some
“miscalculations” and by some mistakes in carrying out ihe
nmost important econontic plans.

As a result of theses difficulties we had to adapt our exrort-
and import plan, the plan of our capital investments etc. 1o the
means at the disposal of our State. But even according !> this
reduced plan, industry will increase its production this year v
35 to 40%.

We must now devote our chief atienticn to that daneoer
which threatens vs from the side of a too great increase oi
retail prices. A number of supplementary measures are at pre-
sent Feing worked cut which are intended, in the course of the
Sumimer, to increase the cuantity of goeds in circulation and
reduce prices. A further means towards the reduction of rerai
prices must be the improvement of the apparatus of our Stae
and co-operative Trading and ihe reduction of their overhead
charges. g

Whither and how shall cur econcmy [urther develop afior
the removal of these difficulties?

In discussing the budget questicn one often encounters the
following view: our agricultural population is much larger than
the industrial, and therefore the budget mnit provile more for
agriculture. Such a way of putting the muiver is incorrect. We
must do everything possible in order to secure the growth »i
our entire national econcmy. At the begitning of wur New
Econ>mic Policy agriculture was the weak point. and we i
cur utmost i order to raise it. At the present time the we i
votut is indusiry. as it not only cannot sidisly the vers sl
but also the productive requirements of the avricultura! noou-
latien, Therefore, the ferther developmient ol agriculture depenis.
to a very great extenf, unon in-lustry.

Onr most imrortant fask, thereiore. is the industrialising .l
the country. Cf course, that does tot meau that culy indvstry i~
to be developed and agriculture shall remain stationary, It must
also develon, and we must provide it with considerable help in
the near future. But in this joint advance of agricolture cad
ndustry the latter must develop at a pace which will serare
the overceming of the shoriage ol goods and create the Lasis
for industrialising the counry.

‘The greatest dilliculty consists in the fact that the devei -
ment ot industry, which has almost completely worn out ihe
plant and equipment left over from the old time, requires pren
ivestments of canital. From where are we to obfain thie-e
means? The general pre-requisites for accumulation have beed
created by the October Revolution, which did away witn the
landowners and capitalists, cancelied the debts and ¢onceitra: )
industry. transport, the banks elc. in the hunds of the prole
tarinn State. This ren‘lers possible an accumulation and a pio-
ductive emplovment of our means.

In the expenditure of our accumulated means we must taxe
into_consideration two factors: first a strict. planneld-econuu -
discipline is necessary. Our practice hitherto in this respes
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leaves very much, to be desired. Secondly the greatest thrift must
be observed from top to bottom. = e
These are, in main outlipe, the most important features of
our economic situation, which must form the main point in the
discussion of our Budget. ’ S ‘

: . v S y— ,
l ~ IN THE COLON[E'S}' o
The Calcutta Rio't. | .

By M. N. Roy.

The antagonism between the Hindus and the Moslems is
an old phenomenon in the social life of India. This amtagonism,

which has its roots in the history of the country, has been fully -

exploited by British Imperialism. It has always provided the
basis for imperialist policy of “divide and nule”. During the
last two decades the religious conflict broke out into bloody riots
on several occasions. In each case the hidden hand of the
government was to be noticed behind the scene. Provocation acts
on the part of the police were the immediate cause of such bloody
riots. The latest one in Calcutta has beem of an unusually -acute
nature. ,

In spite of the fact that Hindu-Moslem unity was one of the
planks of the nationalist programme, the bourgeois leaders have
totally failed to solve the vexing problemt The reason of this
deplorable failure is the inordinate importance given to religion
in nationalist agitation. It is also due to the fact that the bour-
geois nationalist leaders only searched for a basis of compromise.

Before the British oconquered India in the middle of the
eighteenth century, the country had been ruled by Moslem
invaders for nearly five hundred years. Although the Moslem
conquerors settled in India and practically severed all connection
with their land of origin, they were always regarded more or

“less as aliens in the country. Religious antogonism and thz comse-
quemt persecution was the order of the day in that period. A
handful of British invaders were able so easily to conquer India,
largely owing to the tacit connivance of the Hindu majority of
the porulation. The memory of the three centuries of Moslem
domination did not die easily among the Hindus. The bogey of
a new Moslem invasion from the North-West was successtully
held up by -the British rulers to terrify the Hindus into sub-
jugation. On the other hand, the Moslem minority was held
in check by the fear that the disappearance of British protection
would place the Moslems under the revengeful tyranny of the
Hindu majority. The British rulers very successfully played upon
the mutual fear and suspicion of the two communities. The policy
would not have been so disastrouslv effective had these elemeants
of fear and suspicion not had a traditional basis.

The Moslem community constitutes a minority of the porula-
tion, being in round numbers, 70 millions as against 200 million
Hindus. In its ecarlier stages (until the beginning of the World
\War) the nationalist movement was almost exclusively a Hindu
movemant. After having overthrown the decaved Moslem rower
with the help and connivance of the oppressed Hindu majority,
the British conquerors changed their policy. They pretended to
ke the p-otector of the Moslem minoriiv as against the possible
dictatorship of the Hindu majoritv. This preiention was kacked
upn by certain favouritism towards the Moslem intelligentsia
who received preference over the Hindus as resards State em-
rlovment. This policy of favouritism kept the advanced elemen:s
ol the Moslem community away from the nationalist movement.
Consequently, the latter became predominantly Hindu and came
under the influence of Hindu religious ideslogy. This rendered
the situation still worse. It enabled [mnerialism to plav more upon
the fear and suspicion ol the Maoslems. It was pointed outl by
Imperialist writers that the programme of the Nationalist move-

iment was to establish a Hindu kingdom in India, and that if that.

progranmme were realised the Moslems would find themselves
‘n a precarious position: they would be subjected to a revengelul
tyranny or even driven out of the couutry like the Moors from
S-ain, On the other hand, the government refused to pay any
hezd to the demands of the nationalist movenent, on the pretext
that 1t «id not represent the view of the entire ponulaticn. This
state of aifairs cuhminated in the orgamisation of the Indian
Moslem League under official inspiration, as a standingz cha'lenge
to the claims of the National Congress to speak on behalf of the
entire pation.

The reactionary mnature of Hindu nationalism greatly helpad
the divide and rule policy of imperialism. It sirangthensd the

religious pre-occupation of the Moslemis whe considered - them-
selves Mosiems first and' Indians last. Whenever. necessary the
govermment, with the help of the Mullahs (Moslem priests), could
stir. up religious fanaticism among the lowest section of the
proletariat and turn their fury against the Hindu nationalists.
Moslem fanaticism, on its part, provoked the corresponding
passion among the Hindus, : ' '
The acuteness of this unfortunate state of affairs was some
what relieved by the rapid development: of native capitalism
during the years unmediately preceding the World War. Economic
interests enabled the bourgeoisie 10 overcome religious prejudice.
Eventually, in 1916, nationalism found a common platform. Hindu
and Moslem bourgeoisie united in their demand for seif-govern-
ment and fiscal auwtonomy. lmperialism answered with "a very
clever move. The very limited franchise (enbracing less than two
per cent of the population) granted by the Reforms Act of 1919
was based upon the principle of commmmal representation. In
the beginning the evils of this system were not so cleary felt.
They were temporarily drownad by the gigantic mass upheaval
of the past war years. The inclusion of the redemntion of the
Islamic Khalifat in the Indian nationalist programme created an
apparent unity among the Hindus and Moslems. But these tactics
at the same time enoouraged patriotism among the Moslems.
The failure of the Khalifat movement has disturbed the apparent
unity; but the results of religious fanaticism are playing havoc.

The religio-communal problem, dangerous as it is, does not
however, alfact all the social sirata; only certain elements of the
population are affected by it. A revolutionary outlook on the
part of the nationalist leaders would render the solution of the
protlem much easier. But the nationalists are totally devoid of
any understanding of the social basis of this prodlem. Besides,
the leaders themselves are full of religious and comununal preju-
dices, which actually frustrate all their frantic attempts at unity.
The office-hunting intelligentsia are the spokesmen of commmunal
interests, and the slum proletariat in the cities are the instrument
with which the bloody conflicts are precipitated. There has
hardly bheen any case of religious riot in the countryside, in
spite of the ignorance-and religious prejudice of the p22nsantry.
Thes= class condlicts out across the artificially fermented religious
fanaticism. The land-owning class, just as the peasantry, belong
to toth the religious communities, A Mos!2m landowner exploits
his tenant irrespective of religion. So also does the Hindu
landlord. Only in areas where the land-owners and p2asants,
as classes, belong to different religions does there exist a cerfain
social basis for religious conflict. This was the casz in the
Moplah rebellion of 1020--21. The peasants were all Moslems
and the lardlords Hindus. Consequantly, although poss>ssed of a
certalin religious character, the Mophlah revolt was an agrarian
revolt.

Among the proletariat religious conflict has practically
disanpeared. For instance, the dav after the bloody riots in
Calcutta, 7,000 workers (Hindus and Moslems) employed in tae
jute mills 20 ‘miles awav camne out on strike as a protest against
the ill-treatment of a Moslem worker by an Fnglish enginzer
The police were called in to suppress the sirike. Blood was shad:
tut the cause on that occasion was just the contrary — it united
the struggle of the working class irrespective of religion.

The Calcutta event has its special reasons. It is a part of 2
plan carefully laid down by the government to break up the
Swaraj Party, which, in the province of Bengal, is under certain
revolutionary influence. In Bengal the two commmumities are
nearly balanced, the Moslems having a small majority. A 12
Letween the Hindus and Moslims led to the return of a Swarajist
majority in the last parliamentary elections. Thz next elections
will take place at the end of the vear. The plan of the government
is to break up the Hindu-Moslem pact so that the Swarajist
majority in the provincial Legislative Council will be eliminated.
The baukruptcy of the Swaraj programmie of parliamentary ob-
struction has disrupted the nationalist bloc. Now the government
is endeavouring to win the Mosiems to its side by proTising the
mtroduction of communal representation in all branches of the
putlic services: in other words, by promising government jobs
to the Moslem intelligentsia. In order to realise this s'nister plan
it must be demonstrated that the communities are in a perpetual
state of warfare and fly at each others throats at every oppor-
tunity. Tha agitation for the organisation of a Moslem Party,
ol:viously under olficial inspiration, strengihened the hands of the
reaciionary Hindu leaders, who are ever ready for an anti-Moslem
campaign. There are a thousand and one pretences on which
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the shum . iat in. -dities” 1ike Caloustir- can” be incifed
imo a street brawd. A few bottles «of aleohol and spheces -of eilver
oan always work mitracles. That is how the bloody riot of
Calcurtta, the news of which has been flashed alt:over the world
by Reuter as a peooi of Indian’s incapacity to gosarn herself;, was

The growing importance of the proletariat .and''the rapid
development of - consciousness amongst the poor peasantry
render these artifiaally provoked. religious riots of much less
gravity than they appear. Nevertheless, the problem of a national
minority is there. The bourgeois nationalism, under the ideologi-
cal influence of the reactionary intelligentsia, has failed to tackle
the. problem. But approached from the angle of class interssis
and class struggle this problam becomes comparatively easy.

The 'Di‘sturbancés in Transjordania.
o -+ By ]J. B. (Jerusalem).

Almost every month appear reports in the press regarding
disturbances in Transjordania. At one time it is a tase of
excesses in various fowns, at another tima there is talk of
insurrectionary’ movements of whole tribes. Nevertheless, the
disturbances have not up till now assumed very large propor-
uons, !

_In spite of this it can be said that Transjordania is the ter-

ritory in which the clouds are most darkly looming over the
bead of the Euglish Mandatory Power. The Bedouin tribes who
constitute the mmjority of the population, are armed, as are
also the Fellaheen (peasant) population. The English dare not
venture to carry out the disarming of the population as they
have done in Palestine and Mssopotamia. In addition to ths
the population is very dissatisfied with the mandatory rule.
Rikabi Pasha, who has been set up by the English and who is
directly subordinate to the English authorities, has carried out
the most monstrous and arbitrary attacks on the peasanis. He
has confiscated enormous arcas of land and leased them to
various members of his family, he is using the military in order
to collect the debts of the peasants who are in arrear with
their payments of interests to himself and his family, and he
Squanders in the most frivolous manner the taxes which have
been squeezed out of the people, often applying them for his
own private purposes.

Regardless of the nmumerous protests on the part of the
Alal?s against the scandalous rule of Rikabi Pasha, the English
continute to support him; for the suppresses with an iron hand
(as_the gallows which are erected almost every day in Amuman
testify) every attempt at an insurrectionary movement against the
7iandatory power. He also understands, as none other, the art
of skilful” bribery, and where force is of no avail, the English
Found sterling is used in order to conciliate recalcitrant Shaiks.
Thus Rikabi Pasha with his English friend Peak Pasha, who
S In command of the Tranmsjordanian troops, have succeeded
up to mow in quelling the many attempts at revolt. ’

The situation now, however, has grown much more serious.
After the victory of Ibn Saoud the Wahabites have advanced
right to the frontier of Transjordania, and the Bedouin tribes
of the border districts thus feel themselves strengthened in their
efforts at revolt by the nearness of a well-armed ireedom-loving
and independent power (for in Arabia scarcely anyone takss
the paper treaties of Ibn Saoud with the English serious!y).
The English feel how dangerous the situation is now becom'ng
and have, as the first step towards securing their rule, orderad
the disbanding of the Arab Battalions who had existed hitherto
n Transjordania, and their replacement by Tcherkessish.English
troops (the Tcherkess are playing a great role in the light
against the Syrian insurgents). The Tramnsjordanian area is now
placed under the direct military control of Lord Plumer, with
the result that the office of Emir Abdallah is completely reduced
!0 a mere shadow rule. .

At the same time the English desire by moans of. certain
administeative reforms, such as the removal oi the universally
hated Rikabi Pasha. to check -the insurrectionary movement. It
is, however, doubtiul whether the military and political tricks
will be successful. Transjordania, in spite of its economic and
sotial backwardness, is today (like the neighbouring Djetel Drus
and Hauran north and Hedjas South) drawn into the vortex of
the nat'onal emancipation movement, and the brutally suppressed
and exploited ponulation will hardly shrink back from the
final consequences of an armed revolt.

Agricuttural’ Policy ‘'of Britsh Imperialism
v e et i -indie, o
By G.A.K. Luhani. -

. Rerently, Lord” Reading, the outgoing Viceroy of Indiy,
announced the appotfitiment of -a Commission fo study the agri-
cultural condition ol the country. This lomes after a series of
official statements, both in India and England, that agriculiure
is the greatest problem eonfromting India today. The nominaton
of the naxt viceroy. who is to succeed Lord Reading, has also
bzen meant as a sign that agriculture is t0 occupy official attention
during the next few years to a considerably greater- extent than
before: Lord Irwin, the viceroy-designate, having been a minister
of agriculture in a Conservative cabinel. :

It is significant that this discovery of the importance of
agriculture has been made now. Many of the Swarajist critics of
the British government’s new agricultural. policy have, however.
missed the significance. They have run away with the hasty
assumption that it is meant to divert the “atiention of the public
from the political problems. (namely agitation for autonomy etc.)

[R I

.which alone are importiant”. :

Now, the new agriculural policy of the British government
is mot designed fo take attention away from the “political
problems”. That may or may be one of its effeots in the sense
of the Swarajist interpretation. On the other hand it is clear
that it is designed as a further overhauling and modernisation
of the mechanism of oppression.

‘The economic exploitation of the Indian population is done
according to a certain system. The system changes with deve-
loping circumstances; simple robbery by force giving plac2 to
robbery by subtle methods of fraud on national scales in the
history of colonial expropriations. Till the beginning of the last
imperialist war, India was used by the British capitalists as
a vast reservoir of raw materials, and in the second place as a
dumping ground for the industrial products of England. There
was undoubtedly here and there a considerable amount of British
capital “working” on the spot in India, invested in the nasceni
industries. There was also developing an active participation of
native capital. in these industries.

But the economic characteristics of pre-war India remained,
in spite of the commencing processes of industrialism, those of an
industrially backward country. The proletariat consisted, for the
most part, of the vast masses of the miserably-paid agricultural
workers and the coolies on the plantations, with a fringe ol
industrial workers, properly so-called, in the large cities like
Bombay, Cawnpore, Calcutta and Madres. The lunction of these
labouring masses was {o produce raw materials and to prepare
them for export to England and in the second place to absorb,
according to their buying capacity, the industrial imports f om
England. The surplus-value from this process had been shared
batween the foreign and the native bourgeoisie, the lion’s share
of course going to the former.

Already during the war, a start was made with a more
extensive development of industries, for the immediate purpose of
supplying the war needs of British imperialism in the Near and
ihe Middle East. Since then, the industrialisation of India has
become the accepted policy of British imperialism, as laid down
by the Industrial Commiission 1916—10917. There is now a con-
siant flow of capital from London to various indusinial areas in
India, where. in collaboration with capital supplied by the native
bourgeoisie, the foundations have been laid for what is practically
an industrial revolution, after the model of that which happened
in Europe geneially in the 19th century in the period of transition
from the economy of guild and Craft industries to the highx
economy of high scale industrialism.

As is well known, the ‘ndustrialisation ol a country must
have in the beginning, as its basis, a “protected” home-market.
This is the necsssary condition ol its growth. It means that the
comp>tition of lore:gn countries for the supply of goods to India
wusi be regulated, controlled, and if necessary, made to caase.
Th's is precisely what is t:ing doue in India now by a system
of pratective tariffs, “discriniinate protection™ and btounties. The
targe firm of sieel manufacturers in Ind'a, namelv Tata and Co.
has reczived large bounties. Mauy other industrizs are “n-o
tected”,

But the alsence of foreign competition is only one of tiwe
factors in the creation al a home-markct. Another and a more
important factor is the buying-capacity of the population cou-
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cerned; because protected industries means higher prices. .T4h:
second phase of the industrial policy of tha British governmwnt
i precisely to take measures to. uicrease the buying c3paC1t)"oI
the Indian peasants, who, as ihe overwhelming majority of the
sopulation, are responsible Tor: the grzatest comsumption of
goods. . :
The appointment of the agricultural comnission is a step
tunards estimatisig the aciual econonnc position of the Indian
prasantry with a view to incredse its power of a.hsorb'ng the
oroducts of the new industrialism. In the imperialist press, the
eomumission has Pesn presented as a philanthropic gesture for
the unique benefit of the prasants; it is of course nothing of the
<urt. It does not protose 1o consider the guestion of the relation
ol the peasants to the landlords. the question of ownership ol
Lind, the pivotal question in any scheme of peasunt D ovemen
e lapours of the commission will leave ihe Indian prasants, in
Ui Tueure as in the past, com:letely at the mecey of the laadlords,
the hizrarehy ol rent-collecting intrmediaries, and thz Sihuxar
{money-lender) 1o whom the ndebledness of the peasant has
assuined colossal proportions.

Nor will there be anv attempt to abolish the system of ntinute
iragmentation ot holdings which obiains in many parts oi India
~No ni2asures are to be taken to improve the position of the smail-
holders. As a matter of fact, fegislalion is being proposea in some
provinces to buy out the large number of small-holders with the
doucle purpose of facilitating large capitalist farmung and pau-
perising vast masses of the peasants for their eventual employment
as necessary man-power in the new intenswve industralism,

'he question of land-tenure is expressly left out of the agenda
1 the comunission. It is quite evident that the commission has bexn
called into being with the emdinently capitalist’ object of making
ihe Indian peasants work harder, so that the yield of his labour
wizy be greater, and his exploitation, in the interdsts of the
pritish capital invested in India, more intensive,
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The Left Platform of KOrsch & Co..

. By Arvid Hansen (Moscow).

In the following article, Comrade Hansen, who,
at the last Conference of the Enlarged E.C.C.L
telonged to the group of the ulira-Leit. now feels
o eiled to oppose sharply the zonseguances of ihe
v~ina-Lelt attitude, which find expression in the ansi-
Connntern and anti-Soviet Korsch group. It is to be
hoped that Comrade Hansein, now that he his s2on
the mote in the eyes of others, will also see the bean
in his own eve. Ed.

The fractional circular of the greup of Korseh & Co., and
he attemnt 1o form 2 fraction not onlv on a natonal sczlz in
Cromany bwt even o an international scale, and particalarly the
poiitical charzeter of this atteimpt — all this, which the recon,
dacuments show dearly and wnaiistakably, has proved that ihe
C.V.of Germiany was pericetly right when it yvchomenly resiste
such teadencies. Alieuzh i would v a great mislake 1o ignore
the danger from the "Rigit, it would undoattedly bz equally
wieng o ail to recognise the extreme serconsness of the -
Botshevist ultra-Lefr advances in Germny.

What is the “Lelt” piatform ot the Korscht greup? Every
potiical word in this platdorm is wrong. In political and or-

govsatory  questions, i the question of its rilation to the
Rissian ravoiation, wliich is tie cemire-pomt of every political
and i the ucsiton of tactory nacler as a basis for tne

wend,
: nisaiion of the Party - it is the same platiorm as that of
Svuvarine and the French Right 1 ochere is any dificrence in the
ranatien to Russial it is that, potitically. Korsch goes still further
o he Rigit than Sowvarine. I there is any diiference at all, it
i~ only that Korsch is st:l a mamber of a section of the Com-
nmmist International,

W hat Korsch savs wiih tegard to the productivity of labour,
<mitation in the lactories ete. in Soviet Russia, is exactly aceor-
d-ng to the recipe ol Amsterdam and the Reformist panjardiums
moall countrics. On what principics is the aritude of this group
i the Soviet Power bas 42 The tollow:ng is a literal guntation
viom the circular belore us by Korsch & Cou:

International Pres;ig_)_rresp_ogc_lel}gs

Proprietor, Publisher and responsible Editor: Dr. >j;\<aruncs W'é;{};ééllr\;ienna, Vill..
Printers: “Elbemuhl”. Vienna, 1X. Berggasse 31.

No. 33

«“As a matter of fact the Worker and Peasamt Govecnmen
. has never and nowhere been a synosvm for, 1. ¢.-meant the
, smme as, a prolatarian dictatorship; neither 1 Saxony and
Thuringia in 1923 and still less in Russia.in 1921-1926").
We unlerstand that the Russian Worker and Peasant Go-
vernment, the best that there has hitherto been, is, in the
end, not a dictatorship of the proletariat, but on the con-
trary, a dictatorship.against the proletariat, a dictatorship of
the. Kulaks*).” .

And it is this that calls its2}f a2 “Left” platform! Is it Left?
No. il is Right, it is the point of view of all rencgades from the
carp of the Comnmmist Internaionat Of what did Tranmael
speak when he broke away from the Comintern? Of course of
the “diciztorship azainst the proletariat” and of the “now re-
volution in Russia”’, which he Jonged for with all s heer
(i what have Hoglund & Co. talked the whole time? What i
the difierence between the thesis of Korsch and that oi Kautsky
in his last calumiious brochure against Soviet Russia? There is
no fyndamental ifference. )

The Korsch platiorm is not only Right from Comowuaism, it
is Right from Clto Bzuer, Right l.om all the Left and pseudo-
Left social Democrats, against whom he prattles from the *Leit".
What do the Morwegian Social Democratic leaders who were 10
Russia say? They say:

“We mced unity so that the working class 1 the ca-
pitalist - States may be able to seize the power and to
lay the foundations for ecomomic amd social 'baration, in
the samz way as the worker and peasant class in Russia
has done.”

It is true, British Social Deamocrats, who make no pre-
tensions to ba Marxists, maintain in their ideological back-
wardness that:

“the present Comumunist system of comgplicated ocom-
premises has reached a stage which cannot be describad as
Communism but as a form of State  Socialism or State
Capitalism,” '

They nevertheless declare at the same time that the Soviet
Government is a real worker and pzasant Government and tha
the Soviet Power is a system of Siate in the mterest of the
working population. What is {he case however with Korsch?
He on the contrary, adopts the point of view of the Menshevist
calumniators :n 4ll countries, and has moreover the eifronter:
to sp2ak of a “Lelt platiorm” — even on an internitional scale

- After that, no one can be astonished that Koisch & Co.
stigmatise the Cominiern as a counter-revolutionary organisation
which, is carrying on a “false and counter-revoluiisnary policy.”
But who asks this company to belong 10 our organsation? 1t is
perfectly possible 1o leave this “counter-revolutionaiy™” organi-
sation! Let Korsch join company with Souvarine! The agenfs o
Tranmael & Co. are already in the game with him. Let han
test his international fraction against Bolshevism in the political
“chambres siparees” in Paris and leave the honzst proletarian
muomcers of the C. P. of Germany in peaca. An end must ke pu
1o the “counter-revolutionary .garbage” of such people. At the
mezitent when the worst opponents in the ranks of international
Social Democracy are cempelled to make concessions to the
sympathies of the expioited masses of Western Europe for Russia.
the Lourgeois elements in our own ranks trv to undermine the
sympathics for Sovict Russia by all kinds of calummes, thoush
they are unable 1o give any theoretical or practical reasons for
their attitude. The activities of Korsch & Co. are a systematic
altempt to roisen the minds of the German workers, No sicias
of Mercy are any help against this plagne boil. Here one mis:
vse the fancet. As the representatives of the German Central de-
claved at the Meeting of the Enlarged Executive, such tendencics
most be combated by carrving on a camprign of annthilation
withh all the necessary ideologicsl and organisatory muasurss.
whilst not forgaiting that tendencies to anti-Bolshevism Jurk
a more or less diszuised form in the Right grouns also. Anyon:.
however, who does not openlv and categorically break with 2
“Left” like that of Korsch & Co. and carry on a decisive cam
raign against the spread of the ideological voison of that coi
rany, is lost for the cause of the working class.

*) Enmhasised by me. A. H.
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