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JPAGE 10 SOCIALIST WORKER

PHONE REPORTS ABOUT STRIKES/LOCAL CAMPAIGNS/PROTESTS

million

We don't need another partnergDijfp) deal

Restraint

3838 e-mail swp@clubi.ie(Ol) ^711681 /fax (Ol) 871news & reports/politics/industry/the unions

IFI closure

Issues for the Labour movement

‘We wont get anywhere 
by being polite.’

only is the deal unaccept-
ably low, but there is

what we need to win this - 
we wont get anywhere by 
being polite with this show-
er that are in power."

shown in Peerless Rugs, Irish 
Glass Bottles and IFI. Labour 
Court recommendations are 
ignored and workers are treated 
with contempt. There never was 
any real partnership.

ers should be in control of.
The Cork Council of 

Trade Unions have called 
on the ICTU to break off 
negotiations on a new 
social partnership agree-
ment.

This should be done

cessor's debt but refiise to 
spend any money to save 
the company.

Package
The E24.4 

redundancy package will 
mean that most workers 
will come out with just two 
weeks per year of service.

IFI workers in all three 
areas should occupy the

where 
we 

stand
The present system has led to 
huge inequalities of wealth. The 
greed for profit is wrecking the 
lives of millions and endangering 
the planet. A new society can 
only be constructed when the 
workers take control of the 
wealth and plan its production 
and distribution for human need 
and not profit.

REVOLUTION
That cannot be done on a gradual 
piecemeal basis. Socialists can 
use parliament to expose this 
system but fundamental social 
change will not come through 
parliament.
The courts, the army and police 
exist to defend the interests of 
the wealthy. They all ensure there 
is one law for the rich and 
another for the rest.
To destroy capitalism, we need to 
remove the present state 
structures and create a workers’ 
state based much greater 
political and economic 
democracy.

AGAINST IMPERIALISM 
AND WAR
War is a constant feature of 
capitalism today as the 
imperialist powers try to 
dominate the earth. Bush’s “War 
on Terrorism” is a crude device 
to attack any country which 
threatens US military, strategic or 
economic dominance. We oppose 
this war and see imperialism as 
the greatest enemy of peace.

FOR AN END TO ALL 
OPPRESSION
We oppose all forms of 
oppression. This divides and 
weakens the working class. We 
are for full social, economic and 
political equality for women. 
We stand for. free contraception 
and free, legalised abortion and 
the right to divorce; the complete 
separation of church and state, 
an end to church control over 
schools and hospitals; an end to 
discrimination against gays and 
lesbians.

FOR AN END TO RACISM
We fight to end to racism and 
anti-traveller bigotry. We oppose 
immigration controls which are 
always racist.
Asylum seekers and refugees 
should have full rights of 
citizenship, including the right to 
work. We oppose deportations.

FOR WORKERS’ UNITY IN 
THE NORTH
The Good Friday Agreement 
brought an end to armed struggle 
but it also institutionalised 
sectarianism by setting Catholic 
and Protestant communities in 
competition with each other for 
under-resourced services. 
The communal politicians from 
Sinn Fein to the DUP push 
policies of privatisation —while 
building a political base from the 
competition between ‘both 
communities’ 
We stand for workers unity 
against the Assembly politicians 
and Blair government Like great 
socialist James Connolly, we 
believe that partition has brought 
about a 'carnival of reaction.’ We 
want to see an Irish workers 
republic where all workers gain. 
Our flag Is neither green nor 
orange but redl

OUR WORLD IS NOT FOR 
SALE
We oppose the sell-offs of public 
services to private interests. We 
fight for direct labour. We want 
properly-funded, publicly run 
services democratically 
controlled from below. We 
participate in the wider anti-
capitalist movement

FOR A FIGHTING TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT 
Trade unions exist to defend

when the package will be 
paid.

The machinery and raw 
materials are worth a lot of 
money and are an important 
bargaining chip that work-

AS NEGOTIATIONS on a 
successor to the Pro-
gramme for Prosperity 
and Fairness begin, talk 
of pay pauses and wage 
restraint is in the air. 
Government and IBEC 
are putting the boot in 
from the very start.

IBEC want a six month 
pay pause while the govern-
ment is telling public sector 
workers that they will get 
benchmarking and nothing 
else.

The fact that trade union lead-
ers are prepared to stay around 
the negotiating table says a lot 
about their commitment to social 
partnership. It is a commitment 
that many workers don't share.

The reality of "partnership" is

SOCIALIST WORK-
ER spoke to a shop 
steward from the 
Cork IFI plant.

"The mood among the 
workers is amazing. I've 
never seen anything like

McCreevy's agenda is very 
clear. He wants Ireland to be a 
low wage economy. He 
explained before talks began in 
early November "We need to take 
account of pay levels in competi-
tor countries and consequently 
set our level of pay increases 
below the level of increases 
applying in our partner countries 
in the euro area".

Ireland is currently the third 
cheapest place to hire workers. 
Net pay for the average male 
worker is just E26500 per year 
with only Spain and Italy on 
lower rates. McCreevy won't be 
happy until he sees us right at the 
bottom of the table.

These wage rates, taken in the 
context of Eurostat figures that 
revealed Ireland is the second 
most expensive country in the

SOCIALIST WORK-
ER spoke to a 
union rep from the 
Belfast IFI plant:

"When we left the 
protest at Harney's office 
the union officials told 
us we would be going to 
London to protest at ICI.

"But now we have to 
pay for ourselves to go. We 
are still reporting for work 
and not getting paid. We 
cant have our P45's until

after 18 November. So we 
are completely in a limbo.

"I think we need to 
make links with Arklow 
and Cork. We can't leave 
Belfast out on a limb. Up 
here three weeks pay per 
year of service is the norm 
for redundancy but workers 
expect 6weeks in the South. 
So we have to stick togeth-
er on this.

It’s already rumoured 
that our plant has been sold 
to a company involved in 
the north sea oil fields. Why

sion is worth 40% of its 
original value.

Bertie Ahem or Mary 
Harney wouldn't put up 
with this why should we are 
workers take it.

After the march in 
Dublin we had a general 
meeting in the canteen. We 
decided to report for work 
each day until the receiver 
comes in - that way we can 
keep in touch with other 
instead of drifting off.

He was attending a big 
Fianna Fail fundraiser. 
Three hundred workers and 
their families turned up. It 
was a really angry militant 
protest. I was right up near 
the door and got right into 
Bertie's face. He was shak-
ing. So too was Michael 
Martin the Education Min-
ister. They were verbally 
abused and jostled and 
heckled by the IFI workers. 
They were rattled and terri-
fied.

Protest

ministers than they are to ordi-
nary workers. On their hiked up 
salaries and expense accounts 
they have colluded in selling 
workers out.

We need a strategy that can 
challenge the priorities 
McCreevy and his friends in gov-
ernment want to set. This means 
fighting to reverse the cuts in 
health, housing and education, 
making the corrupt pay for their 
crimes, raising statutory redun-
dancy payments and demanding 
immediate wage increases.

In Italy and Spain the trade 
unions have organised general 
strikes and made themselves a 
force to be reckoned with. We 

a 24-hour general strike

Social partnership agreements 
were just vehicles for imposing 
wage restraint while big business 
rolled in the profits.

In the ten years from 1987- 
the year of the Programme for 
National Recovery- the share of 
the national economy going to 
wages, pensions and social secu-
rity declined by 10% while the 
share going to profits, interests, 
dividends and rent increased by 
10%.

are we 
this?

Any money from the 
sale of this plant should be 
used to fix up the workers. I 
think the union officials 
like to feed their ego by sit-
ting around Government 
offices talking. But talking 
is going to get us our rights. 
We need action but are get-
ting no direction from the 
union. That means links 
with workers in the South 
are even more important."

Euro-zone after Finland, mean 
that Irish workers are the worst 
off in Europe.

After years of sacrifice fol-
lowed by years of economic 
boom workers remain at the bot-
tom of the pile. Now the same old 
arguments that Charlie Haughey 
used in his appeal to the nation in 
the 1980s are being revisited.

They ring as hollow now as 
they proved to be then. Ireland is 
the fourth richest country in the 
world according to the UN 
Development Programme. The 
problem is not lack of money but 
who controls it and who benefits.

Workers need to take action 
now to reap the rewards of eco-
nomic growth.

Our trade union leaders have 
demonstrated over the years that 
they are closer to government

Can you imaging after 
ably low, but there is all your life in a place like 
already uncertainty about this, producing and work- 
when the package will be ing with chemicals, you 

expect at least a decent 
pension. It' the pits what's 
after happening to people. 
We are told that our pen-

OVER 600 IFI work-
ers are being let go 
with miserly redun-
dancy payments 
despite Mary Har-
ney's promises to 
the contrary.

Workers however 
have refused to take it 
lying down.

At the end of October 
they demonstrated outside 
the Department of Enter-
prise, Trade and Employ-
ment, booed and jeered 
Bertie Ahem and Michael 
Martin at a FF fundraising 
dinner in Cork.

The government were 
happy to give over £180 
million to the banks just to 
pay interest on IFI's prede- jn all my years working 
cessor's debt but refiise to here Even the most con-

servative of people who 
never seemed to care 
about anything or any-
body are becoming the 
most militant. That's 
because the way they are 
being treated by the 
Government. The pen-
sions issue is the big 

plants immediately, as not thing with workers here.

ceiling of 25 years service. 
So a tiny number if any of 
the workforce will get any-
thing like 50,000.

I think an occupation is

We will get between 1.8 
and 2.5 weeks of pay per 
year of service. That is an 
insult to any worker. And 
that will be capped at a

Solidarity is key
being treated like

Occupations can win
• • « -r «---------- hut mnrp ■ •

Irish Fertilizer Industries

need
here.

That is a real and practical 
alternative to social partnership.

immediately but more 
importantly a nationwide 
strike by all union members 
should be called. IFI work-
ers should call on other 
workers to join their fight 
for decent redundancy for 
all.

L dSLa

mailto:swp@clubi.ie
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