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told Questions and Answers.
This analysis is fairly typi- ihink that a few more PR

massacre-
Israel’s state
terrOriSITl—centre pages

month betrayal. the ‘Golden Circle’ and de
In 1992, it won the sup- nouncedFiannaFailcorrup- 

port of thousands of new 
voters because it had begun 
to use some mild left wing
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WE HAVE a problem with public percep- problems right. In reality the 
tio*]> ^Roisin Shortall, a Dublin Labour TD problem goes far deeper.

Alter the Labour vote in But not one I’D has been port of thousands of new tion.
below that able to put their finger on the voters because it had begun TO
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inside the system 

AL

Fine Gael wants to remove our right to bail. And 
now Dick Spring of the Labour Party has an-

videos in an effort to com
bat a record level of sui
cides in the force.

Those who cannot af
ford the huge sums de
manded by solicitors 
and family law experts 
are subject to

"delays, brief hearings, 
inadequate facilities, 
overhasty settlements".

Expensive
For many couples, legal 

representation is often too 
expensive so they do with
out.

Often they go to the dis
trict courts for barring or
ders leaving the more effi
cient circuit court system 
for those who can afford to 
pay.

The International 
Financial Services 
Centre in Dublin is a 
good example. Cash 
rich companies like 
AIB, Morgan Gren
fell and Chase Man-

More than half of these will 
be either acquitted or given a 
non-custodial sentence.

The Coalition’s plan to change 
the bail laws would boost the 
prison population by a stagger
ing 600. Almost all of these 
would be poor working class 
youth accused of crimes against 
property.

A large proportion of them 
would be eventually be found in
nocent, but could have spent 
months imprisoned without trial.

The Irish Council for Civil 
Liberties argues that the new bail 
proposals undermine the princi-

 Only 2% of children had ac
cess to publically funded child 
care in 1995.

 26% of those who live be
low the poverty line are children.

 Over 10% of Dublin fami-

Drug companies are holding Sacknew ^an- 
into lung disease tuberculosis because y 
not see enough profit in it.

"The last anti-TB drug was v
rifampicininl963. Therearesome dying of the lung u—-------  000.
potential drugs which companies 19“*J^^uberculosis killed three B|n lrish,Natl°'3p'^^ives^am 
are not developing although they y ‘ 'lc worldwide and the society two executives got
are very promising in laboratory dcaduoIHs set to top 30 million over £340, 000 Permanent the 
rests” says Dr Paul Nunn of the nex[ deeade. _ * Qin Jrish, the

century TB killed 2.5 mil- First National Building
lion people a year. Society , it was £279,000.

ManyPof the deaths are concen- Wjth fjgures (ike these no 
trated in developing countnes. po Wonder even the Irish Inde- 

pendent has been warning that 
Ireland is heading into a ‘sum
mer of discontent.

the
deaths are concen

trated in developing countnes. Pov- 
-rty is the biggest reason why people 

J tn TR hnctena.
COII1C hUhtvVpuu.v ------

But it is not ‘justa disease of poor

TB in the West as well.

a court and came out 
two minutes later with a 
formal divorce, the Law 
Reform Commission is
sued a report which 
slams the Irish legal sys
tem.

_____  
lies with young children have 
no access to a GP doctor.

All in all a quarter of Irish 
children are "deprived of their 
basic right to an acceptable 
standard of living"

prise'. Wherever it is called, it is all about 
the rich sponging for more subsidies.

hattan play as low as 
#4.50 an hour to 
telesales personnel, sec
retaries, and clerical 
workers.

But they get away 
with a tax rate of 10%

years, were eating com
pany food and taking un
official breaks.

The hotel is owned bv 
nTAy„Meats beef baron, 
Bert Allen who, no doubt, 

Radio 
daze 
Anyone scanning 
the airwaves for a 
woOuMaHio char>nel 
*5“ld dl> well to

The Meath based station 
irtlv OWnArl k.,

Dick Spring of the Labour Party has 
nounced that he agrees with their plans.

rapes and 1 percent of detected 
assaults.

In England and Wales, 
“tougher” bail laws of the sort 
Nora Owen wants are in place. 
There the courts refuse bail if they 
think they have “substantial 
grounds” to believe the accused 
will re-offend on bail.

Yet more people on bail offend 
there than in Ireland. And one 
quarter of English prisoners are on 
remand

— four times the Irish rate.

and benefit from IDA 
subsidies.

No wonder that the 
general manager of 
this sharks' paradise, 
Denis Mohimby could 
boast,

"Companies can op
erate from Dublin at 
up to 30% of the cost 
of a similar undertak
ing in London”

offlffil® squeezed out 
WOMEN in Bray will find their Well Woman Centre has closed 
because the Eastern Health Board would not give it money for 
free family planning services to medical card patients.

Some local GPs did not want the centre when it opened m 1994. 
The Health Board then decided that neither the GPs nor the Well 
Woman Centre would be subsidised for helping medical card pa
tients to plan their families.

Now die centre has been declared "financially unviable”. Mean
while in Coolock, GPs. • as well as a Well Woman Centre receive 
subventions and co-exist quite happily.

It is a scandal that women are deprived of access to contracep
tion and family planning. For medical card patients it is even 
more serious since they are registered with one doctor — who 
may be opposed to contraception, such as Dr Janina Lyons on 
Dublin’s Northside.

Even there few workers can afford thc£17 the Well Woman 
Centre charges for a consultation. But obviously the EHB thinks 
that people on medical cards haven't got the same right to choose 
from already scarce family planning services as private patients. 

 

A More peo 
'^AtT'ple die of 
PS cold in Ire

land than in Fin
land or Canada, 
where parts of the 
countryside can 
be covered in 
snow for weeks 
on end.

This is the starling 
finding of the Com
bat Poverty Agency 
in their report on 
Fuel Poverty.

The plain truth is 
that hundreds of 
pensioners are in 
danger of hypother
mia — death from 
lack of heat - be
cause they can af
ford the bills. And 
the latest ESB ‘drive 
to efficiency' means 
that electricity costs 
are set to rise.

will be campaigning for 
full transparency in that 
industry.

The workers union, 
SIPTU, is now organising 
a strike ballot.

iff '*“*■ I

But all the evidence shows 
that denying people bail does 
not prevent crime.

In 1993 Gardai figures show 
that only one and half percent 
of reported crime was estab
lished by the courts to have 
been committed bv people on 
bail.

When it comes to crimes 
against the person, which 
w orry people the most, “bail 
bandits" account for only a 
handful: 2 percent of detected

Things 
they 
say:

“Some bosses will 
spend £10,000 - 
£75,000 to kit out their 
office. The sky is the 
limit if you want to 
make an impact. ” 
..—Harry Norton, of 
Norton Office Supplies.

" A punchbag which 
cheers when you hit it 
und a helicopter that 
flies off its handle when 
you thump it are par
ticularly good /cel 
peakers at successful 
board meetings, 
„,-“Graham Mulchahy 
of Regalino's, a com
pany which specialises 
n girts for executives.

experience is 
Pe°Ple in national

pt and republican ar- 
t^,Want Police. They 
are law abiding people " 

Gerry Adams

Wk: 
» -OK

SSSSjS™ by security guards who even tried to take 
their company shirts of f them.

The sacking follow the 
hiring of security detec
tives.

They claim that the 
workers, some of whom 
worked in the hotel for 20 

» m
to
The latest idea is an 
"air-taxi' service. For 
a COSt Of around £| partly owned bv RTRlun’ 
million, cabinet Min- been trumpeted all’ Mn 
isters will sleep C00‘station a hip 
safely knowing thev n ®u!,the management do 
can book an 'air taxr tlia ?w their DJs to sit at short noticed h^^^^^asting 
help with that impor tamor?,?™ 
SSn&’S’K SSES®--” 
lust cannot wait..

Quarter of Children 
denied basic rights
BARNARDOS, the 
Irish child welfare 
charity, published a 
report in early April 
which shows that 
huge numbers of 
working class chil
dren have failed to 
benefit from recent 
economic growth.

The report. Children First, 
describes how "children in 
Ireland today face even 
; -carer challenges. than was 
the case 20 years ago".

 4 in every ten children 
live in homes where their ba
sic needs of food clothing and 
living space are not' ad
equately met.

 400 young children are 
living on the streets in Dub
lin alone.

Labour attacks bail rights
pie of “innocent until proven 
guilty”.

The ICCL also points out that 
the press have been more will
ing to comment on accused peo
ple being Travellers. In Britain 
and the US the same stereotypes 
are created of blacksbeing “law
less”. .

The roots of crime are to be 
found in unemployment, poverty 
and hopelessness. The “get 
tough on crime” lobby want to 
disguise this fact.lt suits their 
class interests better than tack
ling poverty or getting the beef 
barons to pay for their crimes.

Barring orders have become baron evfets vwkos 
the poor person's judicial MU 
separation’ 
"Barring orders have be
come the poor person's 
judicial separation " pro
claimed an Evening Her-

super-
Uaanon-unien^

Ruairi Quinnhasibeen warning

aid headline.
For once they were right

In the week when two 
members of the British 
Roval Family swept into 

NYPD Blues 
It seems the popular American Television 
series NYPD Blue, featuring New York po
lice, is aptly named.

Life has got so depress
ing that the Police Depart
ment has had to send out 
50,000 suicide prevention

Encouriging enterprise
In America its called 'corporate welfare*. 
In Ireland its called 'encouraging enter-

He even says the drug companies: 

ketfor anti-TB treatment will expand”.
Governments in wealthy and devel

oping countries are not responding to

tuberculosis programme.
His conclusion comes with the pub

lication of a WHO report in March

World Health Organisation.
He even says the drug companies: 
“do not realise how much the mar-

Governments in wealthy and devel
oping countries are not responamg to erty 1S the mggesi icasut. _r
the risk,” says the director of the WHO become susceptible to TB bacteria.  
...1 1  — . - * rlicAQCP. OI DOO

Bui 11 IS HUI JUOiu -------------- *
countries. There is a resurgence ot
XJL» 111 Urv ’ ' - —— ---- “ 

Bray women’s

35% stake in the new

‘ an±“n'°h”!?±y Bothnof low paid Civil servants thatsssKSs?’for a big nosh that opened t P h“lax on company cars to Ire
land’s over paid executives.

New figures reveal the 
shocking level of greed that 
now exists at the top of Ire
land’s leading financial mstitu- 
rnnlrish Life, two executive 
directors, David Kingston and 
Peter Fullam, got an average 
pay package of £216,500 each 
last year.
□In Allied Irish Banks, the to 
bosses got an average of £356,

□in Irish Nationwide Building 

£340, 000.
Qin

NO Unions: CoHite
This government talks al 
ship but it is also supporting a 
lnL2?tc.S,mLP.S™ r— 

opened a 45 million timber process- °P^, . „ninn oolicy did no^ 
ing plant at Bellview in Waterford 
in conjunction with the state owned 
company, Coilltc.

The American company is refus- 
ing to recognise unions. And Coillte eratio . ,

Research
into lung disease tuberculosi-----

 . .
ry promising in laboratory death [0|f js set t0 top 30 million over

Usses'got £283,000
H ___ 'TD 7.5 mil- r-.i_ *ilx« icirct Nations

Society , it was £279,000.

wonder even the Irish Inde
pendent has been warnir- 
Ireland is heading into a ‘sum-
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now is where is the alterna-
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800 march against wfcrateg
g-

' 7

-

CJ
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Eddie O’Connor

at we inic

s'

Brendan O Donnell be en
couraged to commit suicide.

particularly backward.
This is ultimately the ments as Albert Reynolds 

reason for seeking to es- or_JBill Clinton, 
tablish a consensus with

None of this can be ruled 
out in Ireland in the future.

Impact
But for the moment, groups 

like the Christian Principles 
Party or Nora Bennis National

. A XJ 
w wH

■ v

s " U’W

Jn1’ gp- 's

ent.
The Unionist upper 

class have an immediate 
and direct interest in 
maintaining sectarian di
vision.

Northern Ireland while at the same time 
running down the health service.

The Industrial Development Board 
have just given another gift of other _10 
million to the US company Seagate which 
refuses to recognise unions and pays its 
workers abysmal wages.

Meanwhile one hospital trust has an
nounced that it will have to sack 100 
health workers.

£20 million would goa long way to keep
ing those jobs but the Tories prefer to give 
the money to fly by night multi-nationals.

five to Labour to come from.
In many countries in Eu

rope, the disillusionment with 
Labour and so called Social
ist politics has fed into bitter
ness from which extreme right 
and fascist parties have 
grown.

Set-up
Now Bord na Mona has 

to pay over £240,000 to 
the Revenue Commission
ers for the ‘tax efficient’ 
schemes they set up for 
executives like O Connor.

Another case of the Irish rich who think they an 
above PAYE.

By the way, O Connor was a former supporter of the 
Communist party of China and the person who ap
pointed him was Brendan Halligan,the former Gen. :ral 
Secretary of the Labour Party.

A high tech Hong Kong based 
company, Benelux, has just put 
over one third of the workforce at 

its Limavady plant on protective notice. 
Six months ago, Benelux which makes 

CD cases, got a £10 million grant to set 
up its factory in Co Derry.

At the time Ministers and politicians 
were falling over themselves in the cla
mour to welcome the company.

Six months later they are silent and 70 
workers are left to carry the can. the To
ries continue to reward big business in

ivlui&i ‘hj.Lj- t .v-n

MM 
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Party make no impact.
They are tied up with the 

crisis in the Catholic Church.
This means that there is a 

unique opportunity over the 
next period to build an alterna
tive from the left. It is vital that 
this opportunity is grasped.

Their children can go to 
state funded grammar 
schools.

Clashes
Their employees earn 

even less wages than work
ers in Tory Britain.

For workers, sectarianism 
is more contradictory. It 
clashes directly with the 
need for a united workers 
fight against the employers 
and the Tory cuts.

This does not mean that 
class unity will arise auto
matically from economic 
struggles.

But it can create favour
able conditions whereby 
sectarianism can be chal
lenged more directly.

The key though is build
ing a socialist presence 
which can counter the argu
ments of Trimble and the 
bigots at every turn.

A 1995 was a difficult year for the Bishops. Child abus- 
'^■Fing priests, misuse of church funds, defeat on the di- 

vorce referendum....
But one area is looking rosy enough to bring a smile to 

even the most harassed clerical face.
Financially, the church is booming. As a result of selling off 

surplus land - more than 40 sites were sold since 1990 - the 
Dublin Diocese has become a profit making business.

At the end of June the Dublin parishes recorded a profit of 
£2.7 million. According to chief Financial officer, John Wilson, 
lhey are entering " a new era of fiscal realism".

Taking leaf out of his book are the Sisters of Charity who 
received £8 million for a site in Dublin Southside. The site used 
to house St Anne's Primary school hut this was closed down 
before the sale.—Now that is real 'fiscal realism'

. 1

-
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were committed to running 
Insh capitalism.

MEET Eddie O Connor. He has spent the 
last nine years as Chief Executive of Bord 
na Mona slashing 2,000 jobs.

But O Connor knows how to look after himself.
* O Connor earns £65,000 a year but gets another 

£20,000 in expenses.
* He and other execu

tives of Bord na Mona 
have access to a time share 
villa in Portugal as a re
ward for their ‘productiv
ity’.

* O Connor’s gold club 
membership was paid by 
the company.

* £2,000 was spent on 
wine for executives like O 
Connor to guzzle.

T
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Continued from They forget that if they try 
nna to steal the clothes of Fiannap one Fait or Fine Gae)j peo le are

But the leaders of the party more likely to look for the real 
■.'.'sro committed to running article.
Irish capitalism. None of these solutions will

In opposition they could at- save Labour- The question 
tack the corruption of the n™"ic 
rich—but in govemmentthey 
found that legal and some
times illegal scams were nec
essary for this class to com
pete on the world markets.

Even in boom conditions, 
the capitalist class de
manded still more sacrifices 
from workers to be ‘competi
tive'. A party committed to 
^arin9foe',rsystem had no 

with it.

Scrambling
Today, Labour TDs are 

scrambling around looking for 
different ways of re-building 
their base. Pat Lipton, the La
bour TD for South Central be
lieves that they can copy the 
strategy of Tony Blair.

He forgets that Blair is 
popular, not because of his 
rightwing policies run by PR

Tories are hated so much.
Other TDs believe that they

Elite
Without a regular inten

sification of the feelings 
of sectarianism, the Un
ionist Party would wither.

In any new settlement, 
the middle and upper 
classes will have to make 
room from their counter
parts from the nationalist 
community in the elite po
sitions.

Working class division 
has also been the condi
tion through which they 

such ‘progressive’ ele- manage to enjoy unusu
ally high privileges—even 
compared to their coun- 

The reality is very differ- terparts in Britain.

Labour’s $ Mrt
That alternative has to break 

completely with the methods of 
Labour.

It has to be built around work
ing class struggle rather than 
waiting for elections. And it has 
to seek to overthrow capitalism 
rather than manage it.

The fur coat bigots
DAVID Trimble has

„___ J........ . announced that he
alternative but to go along Will be marching 

again in Drumcree 
this year.

Martin Smyth, the Un
ionist MP and Grand Mas
ter of the Orange Order, 
says that they will have to 
break the law to march 
down the Ormeau Rd in 
order to insult Catholics.

Whip yp
The fur coat brigade of 

agencies—but because the Unionism are out to whip 
_ l._„J______ :.. up sectarianism.

OtherTDs believe thatthey The media have always 
can even ride the law and or- tried to imply that bigotry 
derwagon. Spring has called seeps into Northern Ire- 
for an end to the right to bail land from ‘uneducated’ 
while Bhamjee has even sug- sections of workers, 
gested that a prisoner, Amongst republicans 
Brendan O Donnell be en- there is also a view that

Protestant workers are

j j 

iSWC ^1:

p"-- W
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EIGHT hundred protest
ers turned out for the 
national demonstration 
against the water 
charges in Dublin in 
April.

Unions banners from 
SIPTU and ATGWU and 
the Dublin trades 
Council were prominent.

The campaign against 
the charges is increas
ing support in some 
areas as the councils try 
to intimidate people with 
warning letters.

In Walkinstown, nearly 
200 people showed up 
to a demonstration in 
support of Larry Doran 
who has been threat
ened with disconnection 
by a judge.

• "t'r »»» This type of action
2°’ AimiS -1 wil> be crucial in the 

TJM months ahead. When
1 the corporation order in 

> scabs to disconnect 
I water in Waterford they 
J had to face hundreds of 

■ any demonstatrors who 
I drove them out. They 
I have never tried to 

disconnect any water 
supply since.

This example will 
need to be repeated

L throughout Dublin in the 
J coming months.

■/>*
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Handouts
for the

■There are only primary 14 schools in Ireland

Teachers say end
church domination

religious

behind
the
headlines

Subsidies to 
farmers have in 

fact doubled 
since 1993.

I fiwii ® irfftiWiiso sectarianism:

on in their private lives"
The propagandists for the 

Bishops say that the Church 
have a right to run their 
schools because people 
have a choice over what sort 
of education .

But there is no real choice 
for the thousands of people 
who belong to no religious 
group in Ireland.

Ireland is one of the few 
countries in the world where 
the state does not use tax
payers money to provide a 
proper education system 
that is open to all citizens.

Who runs our 
schools?

The belt o£ 
the crozier

ssx ,„h: •».

farm lobby
Even before the BSE crisis began, The Farm
er's Journal was warning about a ‘crisis’ in the 
beef industry.

The ‘crisis' the Journal referred to was a European 
Union decision not to increase export refunds or abolish 
weight restrictions. For the farm lobby, there is a ‘crisis’ 
every time the EU decides 
that less hand-outs are 
available.

When the BSE scare hit 
the headlines, the calls to 
help the farmers reached a 
crescendo. One Fine Gael 
TD even claimed that more 
farmers would die of sui
cide than people who got 
brain disease.

And the call for more sub
sidies is already working. Within days of the BSE scare, 
the strangely named 'rendering industry’ had managed to 
squeeze over £2 million out of Ivan Yates in a temporary 
subsidy.

The ‘rendering industry’ had simply refused to dis
pose of waste products from the beef plants because 
the market for bonemeal - made from bits of left over 
flesh - seemed to be falling apart.

They claimed that thousands of jobs were being put at 
risk and so they had to have a subsidy. Even though Jimmy 
Somers of SIPTU claimed the figures were highly exag
gerated. the Coalition coughed up immediately.

Myth
The agri-business in Ireland trades of the myth that it ex

ists to protect poor farmers who are the backbone of Ire
land.

Yet figures show that only one in five farmers have low 
incomes. The majority are well off with the big farmers earn
ing over £100,000 a year.

Take John Bruton. As well as having one job as Taoiseach 
of Ireland he is also a big farmer from Meath. When he had 
to reveal his assets for the Dail records, they showed that 
he was worth over £1 million.

As the Sunday Business Post admitted, “Farmers are privi
leged in owning the land and are doubly privileged in hav
ing their income subsidised by.. price fixing and direct state 
subsidies”

Agriculture throughout the European Union is highly 
regulated, with prices kept artificially high.

Despite calls to cut back on the Common Agriculture 
Policy, the strategy of subsiding big farmers continues.

Beef, for example, can be bought on a the world market 
at about 60% of the price it fetches in Ireland.

Milk is also protected with farmers getting ‘quotas’ or milk 
producing rights worth £2,750 million a year.

Farmers also get a premium for keeping ewes - a meas
ure which has been helping to strip many Western hills of 
precious vegetation, causing soil erosion.

A western farmer with say 1,000 ewes gets £25 a ewe 
under this scheme. So he gets a cheque for £25,000 even 
before they sell a lamb.

Subsidies to farmers have in fact doubled since 1993.
■ And yet the secret of the EU policy is not to use the subsidy 

o reduce food costs - but to actually increase prices.
' the past, huge amounts of food was placed into inter-
‘ on to keep prices high. It was then dumped on Third 

World markets at prices below which poor peasants could 
produce for.

The F.. pinos island of the Negros, for example, was re
duced to near famine because farmers could not compete 
with the price of EU sugar that was dumped on the area.

The intervention system for beef has been re-opened 
in response to the BSE crisis—to make sure that farm
ers’ profits are not hit.

Working class people in the cities pay twice for this in
sane system of agriculture: their taxes make the subsidies 
possible and their wage packets are reduced by dearer food.

Socialists are for an end to this form of capitalist agricul
ture. A socialist society would immediately take the big farms 
into public ownership and use the best scientific methods to 
produce healthy food at cheap prices.

It would hope the convince small farmers that their future 
lies in co-operative farming because it allows them time off, 
improves their conditions and gives them a genuine share 
in wealth of society which private ownership of small patches 
of land can never provide.

parish priest.
They have to pretend that 

they are living according to 
the moral rules of the 
Church hierarchy. Officially 
a teacher can still be sacked 
if they are divorced or are 
pregnant outside marriage.

S|poe(dl (to
We thought all this had 

died away quietly. But 
Breatnach new law will give 
the whip hand backtopar- 
’” Teachers will 
feel that they can be spied

instruction have in
formed the school au
thorities.

The main reasons 
for not informing their 
heads are fears over 
employment, job mo
bility and career pros
pects.

The survey also 
found that large num
bers of teachers op
pose church control of 
schools.

Two-thirds believe 
the state should own 
the school buildings 
and 70 percent say th® 
churches should relin
quish control of Boards 
of Management.

NOW LABOUR GIVES 
BISHOPS POWER TO 
SACK TEACHERS WHO 
ARE NOT CATHOLICS

THE LABOUR Minister for Education, Niamh 
Breatnach, is bringing in a new law to give Bish
ops the power to insist that teachers in denomi
national schools should practice and adhere 
to religious beliefs.

In Catholic schools, all 
teachers will be expected to 
believe, obey and practice 
the morality of the catholic 
Church.

90% of secondary 
schools are owned and con
trolled by the Bishops. So 
too are the vast majority of 
primary schools which are 
owned by the Catholic 
Church or other religious 
groups.

Veto
If this law goes ahead, it 

would mean a religious veto 
on teachers who are paid for 
directly by the Department 
of Education.

It would officially insti
tute sectarian discrimina
tion. Protestant or non
Catholic teachers could be 
driven out of schools con
trolled by the Bishops.

Already the Teachers

Union of Ireland have said 
that they will reject “the at
tempt to give the churches 
the power to dictate the re
ligious views of teachers.”

Insist
The I.N.T.O’s General 

Secretary says that “we will 
insist and demand that 
teachers have a right to a 
private life .. We will not 
have them threatened with 
dismissal on the basis of 
private life issues.”

The real issue for the 
teachers unions is whether 
they plan to turn this good 
verbal reaction into a real 
opposition movement that 
will force Breathnach to 
back off. __ uuw

The new law does not just some Teachers' into'their 
affect teachers. All the indi
cations are that Breatnach 
new law will allow the 
church authorities to dis-

Teachers take to the streets over pensions last year 
criminate on religious 
grounds against accepting 
cnmA fonokort' 

schools.

Shameful
One teacher told Social

ist Worker, “This is the most 
shameful move that Labour 
has ever made. They say 
that they are being forced 
into it because of the 1937 
constitution. But why don’t 
they take the issue to the 
cot"*— - ’ ■ -
like happened in the divorce 
referen  Hum”

Another teacher told us 
“Many people do not real
ise the levels of hypocrisy 
that already exist in schools 
Teachers who are applying 
for jobs often have to get 
references from their local

TEACHERS oppose 
being forced to teach 
wll9hon^Utfearthey 
a ainstT"£ 
refuse. iney

This was discovered

<eaohUe%e,5ta?hha? “j? 

rSS s|3inglyCWn9 
teap?nly 3 Percent of

reilacilic

made. They say

into it because of the 1937

they take the issue to the „lup na

which are not controlled by a church. They cater referendum.” 
fore less than 3,000 pupils.
■Nearly all secondary level schools are run by 
the churches.

In Community schools, the Bishops to 
nominate someone to sit on an interview board 
that hires teachers.
■The Church does not pay for the salaries of 
teachers.

These come from 
the state. Yet the state 
still allows clerical 
managers to dictate 
what is taught.
■ In 1995, the Dublin 
Diocesan Parishes only 
spent £1.5 million on 
the primary schools it 
controls.
Yet they received £26 
million in offerings 
and collections.
■ For this tiny sum of 
£1.5 million they get 
the right to implement 
the motto of the 
Jesuits: “Give me a 
boy before the age of 
seven --and he is mine 
for life.”

I n.

___
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ers far to the left of the PDS

international news

breach of “Christian princi
ples”.

Also in the Olive Tree is 
Lamberto Dini, the man that 
was government “caretaker”

for a year after the fall of 
Berlusconi.

Dini is the ex-head of the 
Bank of Italy—the Italian 
central bank.

It was Dini who pushed 
through the welfare “re
forms” Berlusconi had failed 
to achieve before then enter
ing the Olive Tree alliance.

says 
banker

ONE BANKING 
analyst said on

It is no wonder that a re
cent poll put confidence in 
the institution of parliament 
at a rock bottom 4.6 percent 
of the population.

.jit

-

April saw the land pro
tests continue, with 10,000 
landless people occupying a 
large landed estate in Parana 
state in the south of Brazil.

Meanwhile workers in 
Brazil’s huge cities have also 
been fighting back, with a 
national strike by the coun
try’s 600,000 civil servants 
over pay in April.

the police and thugs hired by 
landowners in the last 10 
years.

Repression
But the repression has not 

broken the resistance.

Sri Lanka 
tea 

workers 
plan' 

strike

‘We can 
trust 
the 

Left’

though his party is in the Ol
ive Tree alliance he will not go 
along uncritically with govern
ment policy.

But there will be massive 
pressure on him to back Prodi, 
in case he is accused of bring
ing down the government and 
letting the right back in.

There is an alternative to 
politicking at the top. That is 
relying on the strength from 
below.

A significant layer of work-

Norway hotel strike 
sends rich packing

NORWEGIAN WORKERS have been 
teaching a lesson Io anyone who says 
hotel and catering workers cannot be 
organised and have no power.

The rich guests at ten of Norway's top 
hotels were told to pack their bags and 
clear off last week after workers went on 
strike over pay and shut the hotels down.

The strike is costing the hotel own
ers some ++2.4 million a day in lost rev
enue.

Hotel bosses want to impose a pay 
freeze but the workers union is de
manding a 6 percent rise. The strike was 
set to spread to another 21 key hotels 
this week unless the employers retreat.

Olive Tree canvassers.
With the right out of power 

hardliners in the Freedom Al
liance will be arguing strongly 
for a return to “street politics .

Anger
But bitterness could also 

turn to anger favouring the left.
When the PDS embraced 

the free market the Commu
nist Refoundation split away.

Refoundation leader Fausto 
Bertinotti has said that al-

ONE SIGN of hope amid 
the savage civil war in Sri 
Lanka emerged this week as 
600,000 tea plantation 
workers were set to strike 
over pay.

Sri Lanka is the world’s 
largest tea exporter and an 
effective strike would cost 
the powerful tea companies 
some £7 million a week in 
lost revenue.

The low paid tea workers 
.are fighting for a pay rise 
and guarantees on a mini
mum number of days work 
each month

"Olive Tree’ victory

creasingly common as 
landless fight back, but have 
been met with brutal repres
sion.

Human rights groups say 
over 1,000 peasants, rural 
workers and their union 
leaders have been killed by

vote for the Communist 
Refoundation.

They will be the best trade 
union militants in the factories, 
the unions and the localities.

Many of them will not be 
happy with Refoundation MPs 
voting with the likes of Prodi 
and Dini.

It is this force on the ground 
that will be crucial in fighting 
both the austerity measures of 
the centrejeft and the politics 
of despair of Fini and the fas
cists.

hearing the result: 
“The left wing is 
perceived as much 
more disciplined 
on the budget 
deficit—especially 
with the inclusion 
of Dini”.

Italian capitalists want 
any incoming 
government to slash 
public spending and 
further drive down 
wages.

Eacted
At first they backed 

Berlusconi, but cut their 
links with him when he 
became a liability.

The Olive Tree’s 
priority is not the 
workers who voted for it 
but the money markets. 
It has pledged to try and 
get Italy into a future 
single European 
currency.

In their sights is the 
national debt, which is 
amongst the world’s 
highest, at 123 percent of 
the gross domestic 
product.

The money markets 
want any government to 
revive privatisation plans 
which had to be dropped 
under Berlusconi due to 
worker’s resistance—the 
best known example 
being the state airline 
Alitalia.

France: Chirac’s 
racist plans 

FRANCE’S right-wing government 
plans to introduce even more sav
age racist laws.

A parliamentary commission of MP’s 
headed by figures from president Jacques 
Chirac’s RPR Tory party wants black, Arab 
and Eastern European people visiting France 
to be compulsorily fingerprinted.

The plan is supposed to combat “illegal 
immigration", but will simply mean a step
ping up of the already harsh harassment of 
blacks and Arabs in France.

The plans also seeks to scrap the auto
matic right to French citizenship for people 
born in France and end medical help for 
those whose immigration status is deemed 
"illegal”.

The move comes after the government has 
recently stepped up its attacks on black and 
Arabs, including using high profile charter 
flights deporting people and evicting refu
gees from a Paris church.

■

ShT

election APril’s ltalian general 
fht left been feted as a victorVfor 
AUian™m^med *e Vic-tory of *e Olive Tree 
office for the firtf eKl-’ SaXln® Put the left into 

ThXrtk,-,tX.j !FU' e Slnce World War Two.
distanced themselves from 
the Communist Refound-

The main party in the Ol- 

the ex-communist party that 
has transformed itself into a 
party modelled on the Brit
ish Labour party.

The first statement of PDS 
leader Massimo D’Alema 
was to say the party would 
drop its traditional hammer 
and sickle insignia.

Worried
It was so worried about 

being thought left wing that 
D’ Ale ma stepped down from 
the alliance leadership and 
pushed forward Romano 
Prodi.

Prodi is an economics pro
fessor and ex-director of the 
Italian public sector holding 
company IRI.

During the campaign he 
gave an interview to a popu
lar Catholic family magazine 
attacking Berlusconi, not on 
his right wing politics, but on 
the basis that his two mar
riages showed him to be in

New government won’t champion workers’ bitterness
THE OLIVE Tree alliance is 
likely to sow disillusionment 
by attacking those workers 
who voted for it.

Gianfranco Fini and the fas
cist elements in and around 
the Freedom Alliance is still 
poised to take advantage of 
workers despair.

An indication that the thugs 
in Fini’s ranks are still operat
ing was shown in the bomb
ing of left wing and union of
fices in Rome in the run up to 
the election and attacks on

1 hey also tried to whip up 
a red scare because a future 
government may have to rely 
on the votes of “Marxist”

Party MPs. '
There is little doubt that

the media tycoon who 
headed the right wing coali
tion that included fascists in 
the National Alliance of 
Gianfranco Fini.

It is a far cry from the 
March 1994 when 
Berlusconi was swept to 
power, his face filling every 
television screen and every 
newspaper. This time round 
he was skulking in his 
luxury villa refusing to talk.

But no one should believe 
that it was the policies of the 
Olive Tree Alliance that de
feated the right.

Berlusconi has been sent 
off into the political wilder
ness because of the militancy 
of the Italian working class.

Not Left
It was mass strikes that 

brought down Berlusconi’s 
government at the end of 
1994. It was hatred of the 
right that has put the centre
left in office.

That the Italian currency 
shot up on Monday is an in
dication of the politics of the 
Olive Tree Alliance. It is far 
from left wing.

As the bosses paper the 
Financial Times says, “Italy 
has never had a government 
dominated by the left, and it 
is certainly not going to get 
one this time round.

“If the centre left Olive 
Tree alliance gains a major
ity, it will be because it has 
taken the centre with it”.

Olive Tree MPs quickly

Brazilian police slay 23 
landless peasants
BRAZILIAN POLICE 
murdered 23 landless 
peasants last week in a 
brutal massacre that 
has shocked the coun
try.

One of the dead was a 
three year old child, and an 
official government patholo
gist admitted that nine of 
those killed had been shot 
“execution style” by police.

The massacre came after 
police attacked a protest by 
members of the MST move
ment of landless peasants in 
the Amazon state of Para.

Land is a key political and 
social issue in Brazil. Peas
ants are being forced off land 
by powerful landowners and 
big business.

Mass occupations of tal
low land have become in-
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MAY DAY:

Celebrating 
a century 
of workers

led up ( 
total

struggles
by GINO KENNY~

curacy, individual houses in Southern 
Lebanon with laser-guided weapons.

* Jounalist Robert Fisk reports that 
Israeli shells continued to rain down of 
the Fijian UN camp after UN official 
had contacted the Israeli armed forces 
to tell them of the camage.

Israel claims the attack was in re
sponse to Hizbollah rocket attacks on 
Northern Israel.

But the Hizbolla rockets, which had 
caused a number of injuries but no re
ported deaths in the days leading up to 
the massacre, were fired in response to

FOR OVER a hundred years, demonstrations 
and rallies on 1 May have marked workers’ or-

village of Bradchit, which 
/oca/ people believe was 
detonated by the Israelis.

Mortar
Among the Lebanese 

dead over the last three 
ure seven civilians 

k'lled by an Israeli tank at 
and ea’ 3 f'Ve year old gid 

an 
n th! ' -1?ortar battery 
mnnt'ti1 ?9e of Shaqra, two 
mfnch1- ed by a helicopter 
Sunship as they buj|t £ 
Yatf, toyyer in the viiiage of 

families of ten 
e.kllied when an Israeli

I!!,, d a rnissile into their 
h°use near Zahrani.
ha„Juast 1.2 other civilians 
have been killed in southern 
Lebanon over the same 
&TZ°la^coring to journalist 
Hobert Fisk.

ganisations and solidarity.
May Day is the symbol of international workers’ strug- 

bosses that the full bloody 
might of the state militia was 
used to kill strikers into sub
mission. It reached it’s height 
in Chicago, the centre for the 
movement.

The May Day movement in 
Chicago had already won 
concessions on their de
mands, but on the 3 May it 
was brought to a bloody end 
by the police, killing four 
strikes and rounding all the 
movements leaders up. They 
were eventually hanged, de
spite protests from workers’ 
organisation and socialists 
around the world.

From the beginning, the 
movements cut across all na
tional and racial lines. One 
commentator said of the 
movement in Virgina “har
mony prevails between white 
and black workmen."

Marched
In Texas, blacks and Mexi

cans marched and ate to
gether. The black leader of the 
local Knights, Manuel Lopez 
of the first Mexican American 
union branch, said of the soli
darity he felt “This is the first 
time such a thing has hap
pened in Texas”

Events in America sparked 
workers revolts across Eu
rope, for the basic eight hour 
day, and as Frederick Engels 
said of the movement,

“European and American 
proletariat are mobilised as 
one army, under one flag, for 
one aim, the eight hour day”

In this country, people like 
Jim Larkin and James Con
nolly, held the real traditions 
of what May Day stood for. 
Workers’ organisation in Ire
land have celebrated and held 
the true meaning of May Day.

It's only since 1994 that May 
Day was a workers holiday in 
Ireland.

It was marked by the I.C.T.U 
with a carnival style march, 
with one cowboy Albert 
Reynolds leading the celebra
tions.

May Day deserves more 
than carnival style marches. 
The courage of workers strug- 
gles we have seen from 
Packard to Dunnes, has 
shown workers the path for
ward. From it's origins in 1886 
to the present day, workers 
across the world will celebrate 
and unite in common strug
gle.

gle right across the globe.
It was in America in 1886 

that the first such demonstra1 
tions were organised in sup
port of workers' demands for 
the eight hour day. 1886 was 
a “ the year of the great upris
ing of labour”.

An enormous strike wave 
struck America, and the 
number of strikes in that year 
tripled, with the character of 
the strikes changing radically.

Throughout the depression 
years of 1880s, strikes had 
been mostly over opposition 
to wage cuts. With the begin
ning of economic recovery, 
the strikes were fought over 
issues such as hours of work, 
hiring and firing.

Ever since the 1830s labour 
reform societies had pushed 
for the establishment of the 
eight hour day. As the Ameri
can historian Norman Ware 
pointed out, what was “little 
more than a gesture... be
cause of the changed condi
tions of 1886, became a revo
lutionary treat”

Support
The May Day strike move

ment got little support from 
workers' organisations at the 
beginning.

But waves of strikes, made 
many workers join organisa
tions such as the Knights of 
Labour.

The great sentiment about 
this organisation was it’s idea 
of solidarity among all work
ers, whether black or white, 
skilled or unskilled, man or 
women.

Massive eight hour demon
strations were held through
out major industrial cities of 
Chicago, New York, Cincinnati 
and Baltimore.

Even before 1 May, a quar
ter of a million workers 
throughout the country, were 
involved in the eight hour 
movement. 30,000 already 
had been granted the de
mand.

By the second week in May, 
some 340,000 workers had 
participated, 190,000 of them 
by striking.

The strikes continued to 
spread through May so that 
by the end of the month 
14,000 factories were on 
strike. Workers marched on 
factories still working to the 
demand the workers join them 
and very often with success.

So great was the treat to the

in the village of Yater in an 
attack for wheih Israel 
apologised”.

Then two weeks later a

ISRAELI politicians 
justified the attacks on 
Sni?n?yc.laimin9 that 
Hizbollah rockets 
wounded five civilians in 
the days running up to 
their assault.

Israeli officials forgot tio 
mention that the Hizbollah 
roickets were fired after 
three Lebanese civilians 
were killed by the Israeli 
army and the South 
Lebanon Army - an Israeli 
proxy.

“rue
organised eprc 
the Dublin 
Leinster House

news of the'

embassy'^ro

En£sedtheac 
^fflsrseiis^ 
arefigb,in9tGrr

ISRAEL has repeatedly attacked Leba
non.

In 1978, Israeli tanks roared over the border in 
a bid to “crush terrorism”. Ever since then Israel 
has occupied a “security zone” in southern Leba
non which Hizbolla is now fighting to liberate

In 1982 Israel launched a full scale invasion of 
Lebanon, eventually laying siege to the capital, 
wLII L*

More than 20,000 were butchered, including 800 
Palestinian women and children in Sabra and 
Chatila refugee camps.

They were slaughtered by Labanese fascists 
under the eyes of Israeli commanders.

Israel again said the invasion was about “crush- 
ing terrorism . Its froces withdrew from most of 
com^towaste °n'y they had laid th®

As they withdrew, a bitter civil war for control

IHJstory of Invasior 
of the wreckage claimed thousands m< 

In 1993, with the civil war over, Israe 
once again, killing over 120 civilians ar 
300,000 to flee.

Demanding
Now the Israeli authorities are dema 

Lebanese government and its Syrian al 
out Hizbollah terrorism”.

Hizbollah only emerged alter the 1£ 
invasion.

It has a mass following for itscampaic 
Israel out of the territory it occupies in 
Lebanon.

That is why even Lebanon’s prime min 
there will be no peace until Israel with 
troops and the stooge South Lebanon fi 
the “security zone”.

In late April Israel launched 
a series of murderous at
tacks into its northern 
neighbour, Lebanon.

“Operation Grapes of Wrath” culmi
nated in the a massacre of over 100 ci
vilians sheltering in a United Nations 
camp in Qana.

This followed more than a week of 
relentless and indiscriminate attacks as 
Israeli aircraft, helicopters, ships and 
artillery blasted Labanese towns, cities 
and villages.

The attacks included the blowing up 
of a clearly marked ambulance 
crammed with women and children.

In the days leading up to the attack 
on Qana, more than 400,000 people had 
lost their homes or were fleeing the ter
ror.

Some of these had poured into the 
United Nations camp in Qana, defence
less civilians seeking shelter from the 
Israeli attacks.

Israel’s apologists have claimed the 
bombing of the camp was a mistake. 
This is a lie:

* The UN headquarters, which has 
existed for 18 years, is clearly marked 
and visible from the air as a UN instal
lation. It is marked on military maps.

* Israel’s armed forced are among the 
best equipped in the world. They boast 
of being able to hit, win pin-point ac-

"—1 Rescut
a mounting Israeli re 
southern Lebanon.

Israeli prime minist 
says he wants Ltbanr 
and its Syrian bacl 
Hizbollah.

In reality Pereswant

state 
terrorism
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ist firm is always 
striving to max-

as to increase its 
investments, ex-

for sale or profit.
Most people had

ultimately
create socialism.

CAPITALISM is not 
the natural order

To turn these 
small producers

WW *

a i o_____
southern Lebanon.

Israeli prime minster Shimon Peres 
says he wants Lebanon's government 
and its Syrian backers to control 
Hizbollah.

In reality Peres salts to get re-elected

This applies even 
if a whole national 
economy is state 
run. Russia, for 
example, was state 

~:t so- 
was exploitation cialist.

’ ,, ’ I Only the working

‘I

lsone^tua"y

r0^S0''ndr^ives.

t'S.banes^ man 
the crowd: 

£fyerf$0e,*saythey ^fhe'ti^terrorism.

ethink_ —_ —____

asion
aimed thousands more lives. 
> civil war over, Israel invaded 
over 120 civiliansand forcing

THE AIM of so- pand its operations 
cialism is to and further in
abolish capital- craaa®lit® PI° • 
ism. But what 
do we mean by 
capitalism?

Capitalism is not 
a form of govern
ment or a political 
outlook, but a defi
nite economic sys
tem.

Even if the La
bour Party stood up 
for working classs 
people or we had 
left-wing TDs in 
government, Ire
land would still be 
capitalist.

When Marx ana
lysed economic 
systems he used 
the term “mode of 
production” to em
phasise that the 
most i 
characteristic of an 
economy is how 
production is or
ganised and run.

Or to put it an
other way an eco
nomic system is 
defined by its “rela
tions of production”, 
the social relations 
people enter into in 
the process of pro
duction.

What then are 
the relations of pro
duction that define 
capitalism?

The major means 
of production are 
possessed by a 
small minority who 
produce in compe
tition with one an
other.

But the majority 
of the population 
can gain access 
to the means of 
production only 
by selling their la
bour power.

In other words at 
the root of capital
ism lies the relation
ship between capi
tal and wage la
bour, boss and 
worker-and from 
this arise all the 
main features of 
capitalism as a sys
tem.

The capitalists 
are locked in com
petition. If they 
don’t compete sue-

hypocrisy over 
Arab deaths
THE GOVERNMENTS of Israel and the West say they want 
peace in the Middle East.

Events in Lebanon over the last weeks have shown exactly what they 
mean.

The world leaders who condemn car bombs in Israeli towns and cities are 
muted when Israel launches its own terrorist attacks.

Western leaders say it is wrong to kill Israeli civilians.
But when Arab men, women and children are butchered it is a different 

matter.
Israel and its backers tell us they want peace but they really want total 

military and economic domination of the Middle East.
Israel has already imposed its will on Yasser Arafat’s PLO with a deal 

which gives the Palestine Liberation Organisation control over just 30 
percent of the Israeli occupied territories.

The Palestinians are denied control over external security, foreign policy, 
borders, immigration, main roads, water or electricity.

Now Israel wants to use its military might to prise Lebanon out of Syrian 
control and impose an equally 
unjust settlement there.

Israel’s attacks on Lebanon 
coincided with the signing of a joint 
military treaty with Turkey - a clear 
threat to \Syria.

Retaliation
Israel has proved once again it is 

prepared to unleash unspeakable 
destruction to impose its will.

But every attack on an Arab 
neighbour, and every Palestinian 
resident of the occupies territories 
who is jailed, trotured or killed, only 
guarantees retaliation.

The Middle East will remain a 
disaster for both Arabs and Jews 
while Israel continues to dominate 
its Arab neighbours and to repress 
the Palestinians who live under its 
rule.

There will only be real peace in . 
the region when Arabs and Jews live 
along-side each other in a demo- I 
cratic, non-religious Palestine.

The current peace process does 
not even start to provide this.

It simply entrenches the status 
quo and guarantees more wars, 
more bombs and more suffering.

out of business.
V7IU.UU *-> J IUIMI ly KaVZI I 

So every capital- into classes, but trol of production 
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was for immediate but

qtiey're killing my country'
"We are all against 

terrorism.
"But they are fighting 

and killing are the people 
of Lebanon.

"What terrorism did 
children killed in the 
amubluance commit?"

Another Lebanese 
demonstrator said:

"Years of war have 
destroyed the electricity 
in my country. The Irish 
ESB has a contract to 
restore power. And now 
the Israelis are 
destroying it again. Why? 
Because they don't have 
electricity in Israel? No 
because they want to 
destroy my country".

Rescue worker holds the body of a child killed in Israeli shelling of refugees in Qana

Israeli rei°n °f terror in in next month’s elections.
Israel goes to the polls on May 29 

with the prime minister campaigning 
under the slogan: “Israel is strong with 
Peres". The onslaught on Lebanon is 
designed to outflank the far-right 
opposiiton Likud in anti-Arab hatred.

Even before the massacre at Qana, 
the Israeli attak had caused the biggest 
refugee crisis in the Middle East since 
the Iraqi Kurds fled Saddam Hussein 
after the 1991 Gulf War.

Then Western governments de
nounced the Iraqi regime, imposed 
sanctions and rushed aid to those flee
ing tyranny.

But until the Qana massacre, West
ern governments made no criticism of 
Israel’s actions. Even now they only call 
laimly for a ceasefire.

The US is Israel’s biggest backer. 
Clinton has therefore not called Peres 
an international terrorist.

And behind the scenes Clinton has 
been encouraging an Israeli attack on 
Lebanon.

In the aftermath of the Hamas sui
cide bombs earlier in the year, a sum
mit of world leaders gathered in Egypt 
which set up an “anti-terrorism coali
tion”.

Clinton specifically invited Peres to 
include Hizbollah among the “enemies 
of peace" — even though the Lebanese 
group was not involved in the suicide 
bombings which prompted the confer
ence.

For the capitalist 
this is an endless 
cycle. There is no 
respite-compete to 
accumulate, accu
mulate in order to 
compete.

As a result capi
talism, which began 
in western Europe, 
has expanded re
lentlessly till it has 
filled up the globe 
and created a world 
society ruled by the 
drive for profit.

At the same time, 
when one firm 
loses out, it or its 
market share is some, limited, own- 
taken over by a ership of the means 
more successful of production- 
one. peasants had small

imnnrtanf °Ver time this pl°tS °f land> arti" 

leads to the con- sans had their tools 
centration of capital and workshopsand 
in units that are 30 did not have to 
larger in size, but se,l their labour 
fewer in number, power to an em- 
The world economy ployer.
is dominated by gi- To turn these 
ant multinationals, small producers 

In the final analy- into wage labourers 
sis, however, profits the peasants had to 
can be increased be forced off the 
only by increasing land by enclosures 
the surplus ex- and artisans had to 
traded from the la- be squeezed out by 
bour of workers. competition.

This means mak- Capitalism was 
ing workers work anything but natu- 
longer and harder, ral- It was created 
or for lower wages, by human action 

Capitalism there- and can be over- 
fore leads inevitably thrown by human 
to growing inequal- action.
ity. Neither does

It means the nationalisation in it- 
accumulation of self abolish capital
wealth at one pole ism.
o society and mis- If the nationalised 
ery at the other- industries are run,

*-»w II IV»J IIIAVU UZ&till, 

by capitalist man-

emanding

er?South Lebanon Army from

o society and mis-
< .
huge developments as they have been, 
in productive ca- by —-
pacify alongside agers and operate 
the growth of unem- within a wider capi- 
ployment, famine talist economy the 
and starvation. laws of capitalism 

Capitalism is not continue to apply.
the natural order of They still have to 
things. It has arisen compete and accu- 
historically only mulate and they still 
over the last 500 have to exploit their 
years or so-a rela- workers.
tively short period Th:° 
of human history.

Classes
Before that there capitalist, not

cessfully they go and oppression and C "____ :....=
society was divided class by taking com
..•vvz vivawww, fczvii UVI VII yiuuuuuuil, 

most production first in ode country
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imise its profits, so consumption, not internationally, will
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Blood Ssoslee or

The Irish Citizens Army and (top) James Connolly

Interpreting the 1916 Rising:

This year marks the 
eightieth anniversery 
of the Easter Rising. 
KIERAN ALLEN looks 
at some of the new 

myths being created 
which disguise the 

Rising’s real 
significance

B A Writing in The Observer, 
Fintan O’Toole claimed 

w w that there was one highly 
significant fact about the 1916 
Easter Rising: three of its leaders 
had been involved in the theatre!

This was produced as evidence to ar
gue that the rebellion was a great pag
eant where a small number of fanatical 
poets and artists enacted their desires for 
a blood sacrifice.

Ever since the Northern conflict broke 
out the rulers of Southern Ireland have 
encouraged a revisionist version of his
tory. They wanted to hide the fact that 
their own state was bom through vio
lent revolution. What better way than to 
present the leaders of 1916 as fanatics 
and mystics who belonged to the past.

The revisionist campaign against the 
1916 has been relentless. On the fiftieth 
anniversary' of the rising, RTE was com
missioned to show a major series Insur
rection. It has never been repeated since.

Instead the books' of a series of revi
sionist historians from Ruth Dudley 
Edwards. FSL Lyons, John A Murphy 
have been pushed on the school and col
lege curriculum to help create the new 
myth.

This interpretation of history has been 
opposed by the republicans. But they 
have never been able to argue against it 
effectively because they too see leaders 
of the 1916 rebellion as martyrs.

Republicans believe that in 1916 a 
small number of individuals set out to 
sacrifice their own lives in order to can 
change history. This myth about 1916 is 
then used to justify the tactic of armed 
struggle.

Both myths start from the fact that the 
rising was unpopular and that people of 
Dublin came out to spit at its leaders af
ter the rebellion failed. In reality, the re
action to the rising differed according to 
social class.

the Russian leader Lenin pointed out, the 
crisis in the world imperialist system cre
ated the conditions whereby the revolt of 
small nations would take place.

The key thing for socialists he argued 
was not to reject these revolts because of 
the ‘prejudices and reactionary fantasies’ 
of the middle class leaders. Instead so
cialists needed to anti-colonial move
ments as allies in their fight against capi
talism.

Defending the 1916 rebellion, he 
wrote,

“To imagine that social revolution is 
conceivable without the revolt of small 
nations in the colonies and Europe, with
out revolutionary outburst of the petty 
bourgeois with all its prejudices... to im
agine all this is to repudiate social revo
lution.

So one army lines up in one place and 
say “we are for socialism” and another, 
somewhere else says, “We arc for impe
rialism” and that v/ill be social revolu
tion.

“Only those who hold such a ridicu
lous pedantic view could vilify the Irish 
rebellion by calling it a putsch.”

The background of the First World War

Irish Volunteers.
On the side of the Empire, there were 

only 9,000 British soldiers stationed in 
Ireland and 9,500 members of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary.

Military plans for the rising were based 
on the belief that insurgents would take 
the neighbouring towns outside Dublin 
and make a tactical withdrawal from the 
city possible .

Two blow heavy blows were struck 
against this plan. The first was acciden
tal and little could be done. The Aud was 
sighted by the British navy and had to be 
scuttled. But the second stemmed from 
the political weakness of republican 
methods.

campaign for a rising would be led by 
republicans.

The conscription crisis of January saw 
both the IRB and Connolly come to an 
agreement on a joint strategy.

“"nrHie original plans for the ris- 
j ing showed that it was a se

is rious attempt to shake the 
British empire. 20,000 guns were 
to be landed by the Aud. It had

played a major role in the Irish rebellion. 
Between November 1915 and January 
1916, the British government debated 
introducing conscription to Ireland.

They only finally rejected the plan af
ter a secret police report indicated that 
“a planned uprising in the event of con
scription being introduced was perhaps 
the one project in which many 
Redmondites would be in agreement..”

It was during the conscription
■ crisis that the first practical
■ plans for the rebellion were 
drawn up.

Ever since the start of the war, James 
Connolly had been campaigning for an 
uprising both to encourage a continent 
wide revolt against war and to prevent 
the partition of Ireland which he believed 
would produce a carnival of reaction.

His public campaign for a rising was 
directed principally at the republican 
forces. The defeat of 1913 had demoral
ised a significant section of left wing 
workers. The loose socialist parties that 
Connolly had helped to build did not 
share his hard line opposition to the war. 
Connolly’s approach therefore was to

In Cork, the employers federa- 
Ition denounced the rising as a 
■ ‘shameful outrage’. In Galway 
a ‘committee of public safety’was 
formed from the leading busi
nessmen of the town.

But among the working class there was 
far more support for the rising.

The Canadian journalist McKenzie 
who was in Dublin at the time claimed 
that ’in the poorer quarters the sympathy 
wav with the insurgents”.

The reason was that the roots of the 
rebellion had far deeper social causes 
than the particular views of Padraigh 
Pearse.

The real blood sacrifice at the time lay 
in the carnage of the Fist World War. On 
the battlefields of the Somme, thousands 
of British and Irish soldiers were dying 
in pursuit of a few feet of ground. In one 
day alone, the British side, including Irish 
regiments such as the 36th Ulster Divi
sion, lost 20,000 men.

Initially support for the war had been 
high in Ireland and other European coun
tries. The defeat of the 1913 strike meant 
there was considerable demoralisation in 
the working class and the Home Ruler 
leader John Redmond could boast that 
proportionately Ireland supplied more 
soldiers than any other part of the em
pire.

But disgust at war soon set in. And as

The Irish Republican Brotherhood had 
always operated by conspiratorial meth
ods whereby they sough to manipulate 
movements like the Irish Volunteers that 
were headed by respectable middle class 
allies like Eoin McNeill. Instead of fight
ing openly for rebellion, they believed 
that this movement could be bounced into 
action.

The strategy stemmed form the repub
lican conviction in the need for alliances 
with constitutional nationalists. It meant 
that they could work with people like 
McNeill - and not have to argue against 
their politics.

As on many occasions since, the re
publican fantasy about being ‘able to use’ 
these moderates was proved wrong. 
McNeill openly sabotaged the attempt at 
rising.

Leaders like Pearse and Connolly were 
then caught in cleft stick. If they called 
of the rising, they would still be tried and 
probably shot for treason in war time. If 
they went ahead, it would be with reduced 
forces, with the almost certain expecta
tion of failure.

They choose the latter course and 
Connolly acknowledged that ‘they were 
going out to be slaughtered’.

This was simply a realistic assessment 
of event and should not be taken to im
ply that he supported the idea of a blood 
sacrifice.

He had in fact previously denounced 
such talk, as that of a ‘blithering idiot’.

The rising was a much less impressive 
affair than was originally planned. But 
still nearly 1,500 insurgents took part, 
including 150 from Connolly’s citizen 
army. The ferocity of the British response 
showed just how terrified they were. They 
reduced the centre of Dublin to a rubble 
and were mainly responsible for the 
deaths of 318 civilians, including the 
pacifist Francis Sheehy Skeffington.

The rising was also composed of con
tradictory elements.

/A~xjonnolly told his supporters 
■ _f° “hold onto your rifles as 
_<r>those with whom we are 

fighting may stop before our goal 
is reached. We are for economic 
as well as political liberty.”

It would have been better if he had is
sued a separate socialist proclamation and 
had tried to mobilise sections of the 
ITGWU in its support.

The failure to do this made it easier 
. -------- --- ------ for Griffith and de Valera to smother his

been hoped to mobilise 16,000 ideas and set up the‘gombeen’state that 
-----  became the 26 counties.

Nevertheless, socialists should defend 
the idea of the rising as a blow against 
imperialism. This does not mean ignor
ing the fact that it was, as Lenin argued, 
‘premature’.

Conditions had not fully ripened for a 
mass revolt at that time. The tragedy was 
that the rising occurred between after the 
defeat of workers in 1913 and before the 
great upsurge of working class struggle 
from 1918 onwards.

But for all that the leaders of 1916 
stand head and shoulders over the puny 
revisionists today who want to stay quite 
when capitalism starts to bang the drums 
of war.

I i

M

z f 'ar

/■'■■■-j;



SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE NINE

Whera the state

Dead Man

Tfe Ensnafe taferew

■

film:

SUPPORT BRIAN ROBERSON

book

■Johnny Cluno

Death Row are black.
This is not because black pee

l'd hope I’d started out with. 
I was going nowhere,

Inspiring 
memoir 
of a 
fighter

However the film doesn’t touch 
on a very important issue with

woman who is walked into 
doors ( and floors and walls 
and lighted fags and fists) by 
her husband Charlo, two 
characters who first ap- 

i . r>„..i u i 

—SIMON BASKETTER
Roddy Doyle “The woman 

who walked into doors” 
Jonathan Cape £14:99

r
_____

Racism
It reflects the racism which

The message of the film is that pervades the whole of American 
Matthew Poncelet is guilty of the *•'“
worst crimes imaginable but he 
still doesn’t deserve to die. The 
death penalty is wrong.

The prisoner in the film is a

society including the justice sys
tem. A black man is more likely 
to spend time in prison than he is 
to go to college.

My one criticism of the film is

Hie woman 
who walked
Roddy Doyle was one of the first Irish writ

poor white man. This is an im
portant point. There are no rich 
people on Death Row in the

Brian Roberson is a black prisoner on Death Row 
in Texas at the moment. He is also innocent of the 
crime he is accused of. Unlike OJ Simpson or many 
other rich people white or black he was unable to 
afford a hot shot legal team.

His mother has sold her house to pay his legal bills. 
Although he is only 31 years of age, he has been on 
death row for nine years.

Brian’s own father was murdered in 1974 and murderer 
was got a 13 year sentence but was released after 3 years. 
The murderer just happened to be white.

There is an appeal fund set up in Ireland if you wish to 
help with Brian Roberson’s Defence fund. You can send 
donations to: “Brian Roberson Defence Fund ”, Bank of 
Ireland, Walkinstown, Dublin 12, Code: 900287, A/C No: 
70695063

kills
Dead Man Walking’ are 

the ominous words 
shouted by the Prison 
Guards as they bring the 
Prisoner on Death Row to 
the Death Chamber.

By the time these words are 
shouted in the film of the same 
name any doubts about whether 
the death penalty is a justifiable 
punishment are completely ban
ished.

The final words of Sean Penn 
who plays Matthew Poncelet be
fore he dies explain the attitude 
the film director, Tim Robbins 
takes with regard to the death sen
tence “All killing, whether illegal 
or legal is wrong”.

Case
The other protagonist in the States, 

film is a nun Sr Helen Prejean, 
played by Susan Sarandon. She 
becomes interested in the case regard to the death penalty. Most 
because Matthew Poncelet basi- people on Death Row are poor 
cally makes a last minute plea for black men. In a country where 
help and she answers this call. only 12% of the population are

The film tries to portray the black almost 40% of prisoners on 
worst scenario case - a man who ~ 
has carried out the most horren
dous crimes. It portrays the vic- pie commit more crimes than 
tims’ relatives in the aftermath of white people, 
the crime and in a series of flash
backs right to the end never lets 
up on the terrible crime that was 
committed.

work. Whereas before the 
laughs were ten a penny, 
here they’re few and very far 
between.

Paula Spencer is the the straight there.... watching

with me”.
This is perhaps the book’s 

flaw, a consistent and harsh

peared in Doyles hard hitting ing read but as a graphic por- 
TV series Family. -c ——J-----

Paula’s story is the voice 
and mind of the book and 
her memories its story. It is 
a life of deprivation, despair 
and brutality told by “a thirty 
nine year old widow woman

Battles
The book recalls the various battles and experiences of 

O’Conner and his comrades in the fight against France 
and Fascism. It underlies the commitment and bravery of 
a gallant band of anti-fascists who were never to return 
home.The one disappointing aspect of this short memoir is 
that there is no real political evaluation or summing up of 
a life in socialist politics, or any analysis of how and why 

Franco won in Spain.Since the demise of Stalinism in 1989, I have heard 
Peter acknowledge that "there were problems" with the 
political tradition to which he belonged. But there is no 
reference to what these problems were in this book

As a socialist growing up in Waterford in the 80’s, I 
and many others were inspired by the work of Peter 
O’Conner and his comrades. There is no doubt that the 
bravery and commitment of Peter O’Conner will continue 
to inspire new generations of socialists.

Despite the criticisms I made, any socialist would be 
proud to have the book on their shelf and at only £2:00 its 
a steal. Grab it while you can, and will be a collectors 

item by the summer.1 A soldier of Liberty - recollections of a socialist and 
i1 anti fascist fighter - By Peter O’Conner, price £2 pub
lished by MSF 15 Merrion Square. Dublin 2.

I ■ VWV: y ft* W* Jf ■ WW —' - - — - . — - — — - - - - - - - W • X* X1VXXV TV <X OIWIV *   —___________MM- — __________________  , ,

ers to move beyond the established fiction of a woman with gaps where band had ,aU ‘he musicality of “a bluebottle buzzing in 
landscape of Catholicism, countryside, u "■ UDturned tamiar”. Tonv <h. «
first love and family to focus on the vast 
swathes of urban Dublin, thrown up by in-

that it does not even touch on this hard enough at a system which 
issue. Robbins in his attempt to fails most black and white people 
appeal to middle America and and sees a solution in the barbar- 
appear “reasonable” does not hit jty of the Death Penalty.

Peter O’Conner’s book Soldier of Ubertv 
hnni? read- *n the earlier part of the LrffJ?eLer -recalls his childhood in Wa® 
terford. He joined Fianna Eireann when 
Phe7RAten and at 17 WaS transferred to

The 1930’s are recalled as "tough but exciting times" 
The unemployed were angry and restless and there were 
many boisterous marches. They carried the slogans "Work 
or Maintenance "Bread, work or blood".

During his years as a member of the IRA, O’Connner 
Telt Republicanism was lacking something." When he 
encountered the Revolutionary Workers Groups, he real
ised he had "found what he was lookingfor"

O Conner recalls the clerical reaction which existed in 
Waterford at the time. A left wing teacher, Frank Edwards, 
w'ho taught at the Mount Sion CBS were sacked. The 
power of the Bishops was so strong that they even hounded 
his mother, a devout Catholic from her job as public health 
nurse and refused her communion at the altar rails.

O’Conner set up a Workers Study Club, in the city. 
Groups of workers would meet to study the works of 
Connolly, Marx and Lenin.

Practical
These were no abstract study groups. Their politics were 

linked to practical work such as supporting strikes. In 1934 
a militant building workers strike led to street fighting 
with scabs and Peter’s brother and his father played an 
active role.He was in Bodenstown in 1934 when Protestant work
ers from the Shankill, carrying a banner "Break the con
nection with capitalism" were stopped from laying a 
wreath on the grave of Wolfe Tone by a section of the 

IRA.“I was furious," he says "and regretted not being near 
enough to defend their right to lay the wreath".

Like many of his generation O’ Conner knew the emi
grant ship. Arriving in London in 1934 he and other Wa
terford comrades joined the British Communist party.

He recalls being involved also in the fight against the 
rise of Fascism. He was on all the big anti-fascist demos 
of the time, including resisting Mosley’s march through

On hearing of the Franco rebellion O’Conner volun
teered to fight with the International Brigades On aim
ing in Spain from over the Pyrenees his group broke into 

The Internationale.

ing policy.
In Doyle’s books working 

class people formed more 
than the episodic appear
ances usually granted them 
in Irish literature.

Instead they constituted 
the heart and the voices of 
his popular Barrystown tril
ogy and of the Booker prize 
winning "Paddy Clarke Ha- 
Ha-Ha".

Roddy Doyle has said “I 
wrote the Committments 
because there are probably 
a million people living in the 
suburbs in Dublin who did 
not exist in a TV context or 
literature... I believe in an 
equality of people...”

Yet some readers found it 
difficult to believe in Doyle’s 
characters. His work was 
sometimes seen as simplis
tic, as a caricature of work
ing class life, all easy hu-

denial of hope. Its a depress

trait of social and martial 
breakdown, it’s also a com-

mour and raw cheerfulness
- a cartoon strip land of rides, 
rows, and giggles.

His latest book The
Woman who walked into
Doors is, however, a distinct
departure from the earlier maining bits of her past, 
work. Whereas before the Paula discovers “..That I was

poor, that I d no right to hope touch the exhibits.
korso T’/4 r.J-------♦ mi__________ -_x-----------------......--------------x- -----------------------xx---------- Lil--------------------

The popular success of artists like Sharon Shannon, who

ly children going nowhere Riverdance phenomenon, which blatantly introduces changes 
»> to tho nlri cfvlo nf dnnrino dtp an affrnnt fn the nurists not

least because American, black, reggae and even jazz rhythms 
arc zeiaed “ith Irish. As one purist thundered “jazz cannot 

----- - - - i,i«nl.

dustrialisatlon and the corporation’s hous- courageous one, having

of relentless and brutal at
tacks from her husband. She o
still endures the daily grind seek with trepidation in the glens and valleys of the “hidden 

tuous dependency on alco- between Michelstown Creamery and'Kinsaje harbour) 
hoi.

Piecing together the re-

The place of Irish music today was hotly contested at the 
recent crossroads conference in Temple Bar. While people 
like Michael O Suilleabhain of RTE’s River of Sound talked 
about musical innovation, they were bitterly attacked by 
the “purists” of the old school, who clung to the nostrums 
of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann about the sacredness of 
past traditions and how outrageous it was to tamper with 
them.

Tony MacMahon, a producer of programmes on traditional 
music in RTE, launched a blistering attack on O Suilleabhain, 
which went on for more than an hour.

with a hollow leg, a wreck The 1950s composer Sean O Riada once said that a Ceili 
r- . . ° hand laozl nil __— P 44— 1-1 i xxl _ i________ S an

her teeth should be and a !1Pturne.d ja™Jar”- Tony MacMahon created much the same 
hole where her heart should on>y relief from his rantings came when he
k, „ had extracts played from River of Sound, just to show how

a ciiT-iriir^T- a„j « they were* Except that for many in the audience, theyShe is a survivor and a w£ren>t halt bad at and were fa f/ct .(e cnjoyabIe’.
courageous one, having en- Much of MacMahon’s, and the traditionalists general ar- 
aured close to twenty years gument revolves around the idea that Irish Music is part of 

our unchanging national culture, handed down since the time 
of St. Patrick or thereabouts. It is something that we should

of a cleaning job and a tor- Ireland” (location unknown but suspected to lie somewhere 
. . ■ hllfllinnw A f I /^MAAhM— AM-. MM -1 T/I—-«1 — B—-X— X

We should approach the music in much the same way that 
archaeologies! approach the corpses of ancient mummies in 
the Egyptian desert, with great care and attention before cart
ing them off to museums and displaying them for visitors un
der signs exhorting us, the ignorant and uninitiated, not to

The purists would like us to please not touch the music.
The popular success of artists like Sharon Shannon, who 

has used reggae and other rhythms in her music, and the whole

to the old style of dancing, are an affront to the purists not 
least because American, i. * 
are mixed with Irish. As ,. -.
be mixed with Irish music because it is the music of black 
Africa.”

These people take their spiritual guidance from the “back 
to the 1950s” lobby in Irish society, seeing the mongrelization 

uicdKuuwu, n a cuaw « vM.i.- of our musical traditions as the thin end of the wedge, where 
polling and challenging one. Irish people begin to challenge all of the pseudo-traditional vaIues that hav(; been foisted on them since (he time of 

DeValera. Three cheers for Sharon Shannon.
—CATHERINE CURRAN
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FOR REVOLUTION. NOT 
REFORM
The present system 
cannot be reformed out of 
existence. Parliament 
cannot be used to end the 
system.
The courts army and 
police are there to defend 
the interests of the 
capitalist class not to run 
society in a neutral 
fashion.
To destroy capitalism, 
workers need to smash 
the state and create a 
workers' state based on 
workers' councils.

<Z> c: 
oj

\\
\

\\

GQ: I was unaware of a dispute 
in Liverpool until Nov, 1995 when 
I was sent for at work and told there 
were people waiting to see me at the 
gates, When I went out it was 
Freddy Roberts, a docker from Liv
erpool. Freddy told me how 80 men 
who had been sacked in one part of 
the docks had put up a picket line, 
The other 400 dockers refused to 
cross, as any trade unionist would, 
and they were all sacked. That hap
pened on 29th Sept, 1995.

Freddy invited me to the Inter
national Dockworkers Conference 
in Liverpool, Myself and a work
mate attended as a show of solidar
ity with the dockworkers in Liver
pool. The only other Irish dockers 
there were from Drogheda. We were 
subsequently told that dockers in 
other ports hadn’t had their invites 
passed onto them by the union. 
None of the Irish dockers were 
there as official delegations, but as 
rank and file workers.

Jack Hayman of the International 
Longshoreman’s Union was there 
from San Francisco. He repre
sented 35,000 dock workers from 
Alaska to Honolulu. But right 
away, we were given the same wel
come and respect as him, There 
were delegates from Canada, Aus-

0
____________ _ __ 0

1648, Diibiin18,’ Telfioi)* 872 2682 [

FOR WORKERS'UNITY IN 
THE NORTH:
Northern Ireland is a 
sectarian state, propped 
up by the British Army. 
Catholic workers are 
systematically discrimi
nated against by the 
state. The division 
between Catholic and 
Protestant workers 
weakens the whole 
working class.
Workers' unity can only 
be won and maintained in 
a fight to smash both the 
Northern and Southern 
states.
We stand for the immedi
ate withdrawal of British 
troops. Violence will only 
end when workers unite 
in the fight for a workers' 
republic.

FOR A REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY:
To win socialism 
socialists need to 
organise in a revolution
ary party. This party 
needs to argue against 
right-wing ideas and for 
overthrowing the system. 
The SWP aims to build 
such a party in Ireland.

BELFAST
Meets every Wednesday at 8pm 
Penny Farthing Bar Central 
Belfast 1 st May: The British 
General Strike of 1926; 9th May: 
The Revolutionary politics of 
James Connolly
CORK
Meets every Thursday at 8pm in 
Dennehy’s Pub, Cornmarket St. 
2nd May: The Revolutionary 
politics of James Connolly; 9th 
May: The British General Strike 
of 1926.
DERRY
Meets every Tuesday in Badgers 
Bar at 8pm 31 st April: The British 
General Strike of 1926; 7sth May: 
The Revolutionary politics of 
James Connolly
BRAY
Meets every Monday at 8.30pm 
in Mayfair Hotel. Wednesday 1st

FOR A FIGHTING TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT: 
Trade unions exist to 
defend workers' interests. 
But the union leaders 
role is to negotiate with 
capitalism - not to end it. 
We support the leaders 
when they fight but 
oppose them when they 
betray workers. We stand 
for independent rank and 
file action.

tralia, New Zealand, every part of 
Europe.

SIV; Why was the conference 
organised?

GQ: The Liverpool dockers had 
known from an early stage in the dis
pute that the casualisation of the docks 
in Britain and the Tory anti-union laws 
would mean that other ports would be 
able to give them very little support. 
They knew the only way they could 
hit the employers was to international
ise the dispute.

Initially, they sent fares and letters 
to Australia and elsewhere. They they 
physically sent people to Australia, the 
US and elsewhere to look for solidar
ity, They got a good response and boats 
from Liverpool are being blacked all 
over the worlds

SIVr What came out of the con
ference?

GQ: What came out of it was that 
the employers are organised on a glo
bal scale. What they’re trying to im
pose everywhere is the same —they’re 
trying to get more work out of us for 
less pay. The employers are obviously 
well organised and they don’t recog
nise any borders, So we have to do the 
same.

The only difference between a 
docker in Germany and a docker in 
Derry is the language. The same with 
the employers. The employer is an

employer no matter where he/she is 
and a worker is a worker no matter 
where he/she is, And everyone grasped 
that right away,

All the dockers got to talk and say., 
this is what the employers are trying 
here and this is what they’re trying 
there.

I spoke about the dispute we had in 
Derry, which was a carbon copy of the 
dispute in Liverpool Afterwards the 
two dockers from Drogheda said to us 
“they’re always ramming Derry down 
our throats, you know, everything in 
Derry is just great". Well, now they 
know diffcrent.This was the first Inter
national Conference since 1947 but we 
agreed we’ll have one every year or at 
least bi-annually,

SW: What struck you most at 
the conference and what lessons 
did you take away?

GQ: I was struck by the solidarity 
and camaraderie between the men, al
though some of them hadn’t known 
each other before the dispute started.
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May—Dublin May Day Rally- 
see below for details (note 
change of venue/date/timej, 6th 
May: The Revolutionary politics 
of James Connolly
DUBLIN NORTH
WEST
Meets every Tuesday at 8pm in 
The Old Brogue, Dorset 
St. Wednesday 1st May—Dublin 
May Day Rally—see below for 
details (note change of venue/ 
date/timej, 7th May: The 
Revolutionary politics of James 
Connolly
DUBLIN ARTANE/ 
COOLOCK
Meets every Thursday at 8.30pm 
in the Artane/Beaumont Family 
Recreation Centre, Kilmore 
Rd. Wednesday 1st May- 
Dublin May Day Rally—see Speakers: 

Eamonn McCann 
and 

Richard IBoyd Ba^ott 

Wednesday
1st May 8pm

ATGWU Hall
Middle 

Mtey St.
__ Dublin

Derry May Day 
Celebration in support 
of Liverpool Dockers 

Friday 3rd May, 
Playhouse, Artillery 

st, 8.00pm 
E3/E2: All proceeds to 

Liverpool Dockers

FOR REAL SOCIALISM. 
EAST AND WEST: 
The SWP welcomed the 
break-up of the USSR and 
the end of the East 
European dictatorships. 
These states were not 
socialist but were run by 
a state-capitalist class. 
We are against the 
domination of the globe 
by imperialist powers and 
we oppose their wars. We 
are for the right of all 
nations. East and West, to 
self-determination.

FIVE HUNDRED sacked dockers in Liverpool port 
continue to fight for their jobs. GERRY QUIGLEY is 
a Derry docker who attended the recent International 
Dockers’ conference in Liverpool.
Here, he speaks to Socialist Worker about the con
ference, the dispute and its lessons for workers 
here. He started by telling us about the day SWP 
members in Derry brought one of she sacked dock
ers to the Derry docks.

Workers create all the 
wealth in capitalist 
society. A new society 
can only be constructed 
when they collectively 
seize control of that 
wealth and plan its 
production and distribu
tion.

FORAN END TO ALL 
OPPRESSION 
We oppose all forms of 
oppression which divide 
and weaken the working 
class. We are for full 
social, economic and 
political equality for 
women.
We stand for: free 
contraception and free, 
legalised abortion and 
the right to divorce; the 
complete separation of 
church and state, an end 
to church control over 
schools and hospitals; an 
end to discrimination 
against gays and 
lesbians; an end to 
racism and anti-traveller 
bigotry.
We argue for working 
class unity in the fight 
against oppression.

But the dispute was bonding them to
gether, you could see that, They knew 
they are working class and the’re proud 
of that. They had a confidence about 
thorn, they know who they were be
cause of this dispute.

I don’t know anyone who wants to 
be militant just for the sake of it. It’s 
because you’ve been put in a position 
where you have no choice but to be 
militant. People just want to go to their 
work and earn a weekly wage to sup
port their family. Noone wages up in 
the morning and says 7 think I’ll take 
on a tiny employer and see who comes 
off worse’.

But the dockers in Liverpool were 
given no choice; when you look at 
these men, they’ve lost their jobs, 
they’ve lost I don’t know how much in 
wages. But they’ve shown the time 
comes when you have to stand up and 
say "I’m not having it any more If 
you're going to sack him, sack me, but 
I’m not prepared to work for the con
ditions and terms you’re offering.

★There are Socialist 

Worker members in: 
ENNISKILLEN; 
COLERAINE; 
LURGAN; CAVAN; 
DONEGAL; NAAS;
LIMERICK; KILKENNY- 
DUNDALK; ATHLONE- 
DROGHEDA.
If you would like to get in 
touch, contact our 
national office at (01) 872 
2682, PO Box 1648, 
Dublin 8

below for details (note change 
of venue/date/timej, 9th May: 
The Revolutionary politics of 
James Connolly.
DUBLIN DRIMNAGH 
Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm 
in the Bentley Pub, Drimnagh 
Road Wednesday 1st May- 
Dublin May Day Rally—see 
below for details (note change 
of venue/date/time; 7th May: 
The Revolutionary politics of 
James Connolly
DUBLIN NTH CENTRAL 
Meets every Wednesday at 8pm 
in Conways, Parnell St. 
Wednesday 1st May—Dublin 
May Day Rally—see below for 
details (note change of venue/ 
date/timej, 8th May: The 
Revolutionary politics of James 
Connolly
DUBLIN RATHMINES 
Meets every Wednesday at 8pm 
in O’Connells Pub, Richmond 
Street. Wednesday 1st May- 
Dublin May Day Rally—see 
below for details (note change 
of venue/date/timej, 8th May: 
The Revolutionary politics of 
James Connolly
DUBLIN STH CENTRAL 
Meets every Thursday at 8pm in 
Trinity Inn, Pearse
St. Wednesday 1st May—Dublin 
May Day Rally—see below for 
details (note change of venue/ 
date/tlmej, 9th May: The 
Revolutionary politics of James 
Connolly.
DUBLIN TALLAGHT/ 
CLONDALKIN 
Meets every Wednesday at 
8.00pm, Clondalkin Sports & 
Leisure centre, Wednesday 1st 
May—Dublin May Day Rally- 
see below for details (note 
change of venue/date/timej, 8th 
May: The Revolutionary politics

of James Connolly
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Meets every Tuesday at 8pm in 
Smyths Pub.2nd April: 
Wednesday 1st May—Dublin 
May Day Rally—see below for 
details (note change of venue/ 
date/timej, 7th May: The 
Revolutionary politics of James
Connolly

GALWAY
Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm 
in Currans Hotel, Eyre Square 
2nd May: Israel: US bootboys in 
the Middle East; 9th May: The 
Revolutionary politics of James 
Connolly
MAYNOOTH
Meets every Thursday at 6 pm in 
Class Hall D.Arts Block, 
Maynooth College,

WATERFORD
Meets every Thursday at 8pm in ATGWU Hall, Keyser St.2nd n 
May: May Day Public Meeting: 
Why we need an alternative to 
the Labour Party, 9th May: The 
Revolutionary politics of James 
Connolly.

ERPOOL 
DOCKERS

The main lesson for working class 
people is if you stand up and show a 
bit of backbone, it’s not too late. I 
was talking to men who were 56 years 
old and were offered 49,000 to walk 
away from their jobs but they wore say
ing no. They won’t sell either their 
jobs or their principles, they won’t 
cross a picket line.

Donations and messages of sup
port to : Liverpool Port Shop Stew
ards Committee, 19 Scorton Street, 
Liverpool L6 4AS

SWP branch meetings-—all welcome
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ESB: One third 
of workers vote 

against deal

Strafe.® goes on
at Airamstaw

workers from inside the 
paint during their lunch 
break.

The workers had planned

MSI

-

Psychiatric
nurse

Q1

2,000 redundancies.
On RTE news bulletins 

and in the newspapers it 
was reported that 96% of

Promise
In the fitters section, for 

example, an old contract 
agreement dating from 
1981 was 'bought out' with 
a promise that fitters would 
get an hourly bonus for 
each outside contract 
worker employed.

The vote for acceptance 
followed extraordinarily 
carefully prepared plan by 
the union leaders and man
agement. Few things were 
left to chance.

Most of the voting oc
curred over the Easter holi
day period. A barrage of 
propaganda was sent to the 
workplaces beforehand and 
then many voted on the ex
act terms individually with
out much workplace discus
sion.

The main architect of this 
whole arrangement of Peter 
Cassells, the General Secre
tary of the ICTU. Recent 
press reports have indicated 
that he may be interested in 
getting a 'major job' in Eu
rope.

When account is taken of 
the fact that the fact that up 
to 2,000 workers may have 
regarded themselves as ap
plicants for the voluntary 
redundancy package, it 
shows that there will be 
considerable anger 
amongst remaining staff.

ESB workers should now 
give full backing to work
ers in the power station and 
the drivers who voted No 
over concerns at manning 
levels. It was originally 
stated that all categories 
would have to accept the 
deal for it to go through.

The management should 
not be allowed intimidate 
those who voted NO into 
changing their mind.

J

House the following day but 
union leaders called off this 
protest.

They planned to protest 
outside Opel cars—another 
subsidiary of GM—the fol
lowing week.

In the face of runouts that 
the plant it to be closed, 
Socialist Workers Party 
members in Packard circu
lated a leaflet in the factory 
calling for action.

One laid off worker told 
Socialist Worker, “There is 
no point waiting. We should 
hit the company with a 
picket to force a response.”

Many of those still at 
work would support such 
action, One worker told So
cialist Worker: “All the 
workers should stick to
gether. We’ve given way to 
much. This might be our 
last chance to stand and 
fight.

“I’m disgusted at the way 
the union leaders are not 
leading a fight—the work
ers in GM in the States 
showed how it could be 
done!"

■ 11 I IM w v I ■ ■ , ■■ ■ «■ ■— — ----------------

of opposition that exists against the plans for
workcsr had voted to accept 
the deal. Listeners and 
readers were left with the 
impression that this figure 
represented the number Yes 
votes overall.

In fact, it simply indi
cated that most of the dif
ferent category grades had 
accepted the deal. The un
ion leaders and manage
ment are still refusing to re
veal the overall size of the 
YES and NO.

Despite that, Socialist 
Worker has learnt that:

* approximately 3,000 
ESB workers voted NO to 
the deal. This represents 
over a tliird of the staff.

* Amongst the day 
worker category the vote 
for acceptance was only 
53% to 47%. This was de
spite the fact that the 20 
ATGWU negotiators rec
ommended acceptance.

* In the instrumentation 
section, one single vote 
swung the margin for ac
ceptance.

Where was high levels of 
support for the deal, it was 
because management had 
to give considerable conces
sions.

UNION leaders are co-operated closely with 
management in the ESB to hide the real level

has come out against the 
deal and is recommending 
a NO vote.

Campaign
Student nurses are also 

up in arms at the deal. Un
ion leaders have not in
formed them properly that 
they have a right to vote.. 
But a campaign is now un
der way in Dublin to en
courage them to get out 
and vote no.

Alongside the anger at 
the pay cut, nurses are also 
rejecting the deal because:

* the demand for flex-

Sacrifice
The action has been fairly 

effective because the civil 
service depends so much on 
overtime. Even though rates 
are often low - with time and 
a quarter for the e first three 
hours - most staff will take it 
because they need the money. 

' ha^d"geZn^ 

.......................... tematic overtime. It was a big 
sacrifice for some of our low 
paid members to have to forgo 
it for the action.

But they felt very strongly 
about what was happening"

Unfortunately, the CPSU 
has not been joined the other 
unions in their action.

The PSEU which organises 
higher grades is run by a very 
right wing leadership whose 
strategy is to gain a cosy rela
tionship with the government. 
The IMPACT union have 
voted o

Nevertheless, the CPSU or
ganises thousands of members 
itself and the action has put the 
wind up Quinn.

There are however dangers 
ahead. Quinn will want to cap 
civil service numbers and will 
seek unpaid productivity for 
the extra work required when 
the government bring in new 
schemes..

The union needs to stand 
ready to escalate if the em
bargo is not removed.

CRAFT WORKERS at Airmotive continued their strike as So
cialist Worker went to press.

Over 80 workers are demanding pay increases for the “ap
provals” status of the plant.

The workers, members of TEEU, AEEU and SIPTU, have 
widespread support among the rest of the 430 workers in the 
company.

The Labour Court has refused to support the workers’ claim 
and this has encouraged the management to take a tough line. 
It has refused to entertain the claim and threatened to lay off 
the rest of the workforce but has yet to act on this threat.

The company hoping to hold out until the workers have been 
worn down enough to accept a lousy deal.

The strikers need to spread the action in order to keep the 
initiative. They should be organising solidarity among other 
workers of the Aer Lingus group including TEAM workers.

They also need to organise pro-active support in the plant 
in order to hit the company hard.

PILOTS POW POET
Five workers at the Pilot's Row community centre in 

the Bogside have been sacked by the Western Education 
and Library Board (WELB) in a case which has serious 
implications for community and public sector workers 
throughout the North.

The five, have taken unfair dismissal cases and are 
to protest outside Leinster maintaining a strong protest picket at the centre each day.

■ - " ' - J- “ — The Board justifies the sackings on the basis that the 
workers had smoked cannabis at a weekend in An Teach 
Ban in Downings, Co. Donegal.

An Teach Ban is a large house used by community 
group- '-----*'— k'—“- ‘—’’—' —• -

workers, it has no financial or organisational links with 
the centre or with the WFLB which employs the workers.

Of the 13 people present that weekend, four say they 
saw five others smoking cannabis.

The five have angrily denied this and suggest the alle
gation is rooted in misunderstanding and factional resent
ment.

The four others present have supported the account 
given by the five accused and denied the allegation of the 
four accusers.

The WELB jumped at the chance to sack the five ac
cused workers.

Many people in the Bogside think their eagerness had 
a lot to do with the open way in which the centre was run 
by the five.

It was unusual among community centres in that it was 
open to being used in whatever way the local community 
needed.

Events commemorating Bloody Sunday and the Battle 
of the Bogside were held there each year, much to the 
annoyance of Board management, In spite of the clear 
political agenda in the sackings, Sinn Fein representa
tives have been notably absent from the picket line.

But the Implications of the sackings go beyond the 
Bogside.

As a Derry Trades Council statement said: “Even if the 
allegation did have any truth in It, the Board was going far 
beyond its authority in presuming to take disciplinary 
action - much less Impose sackings .

“The allegation was that these five people smoked 
cannabls...on private premises, In their own free time, in 
an all-adult company and In another jurisdiction.

“The Implications of this for teachers, social workers, 
nurses, community workers etc. are obvious - and ex
tremely disturbing.”

action 
last year

ibility will lead to a loss of 
bonuses for Sunday work
ing.

* it gives management 
the right to bring in ap
praisal schemes which in
crease stress.

* the pay scale for 
nurses has also been 
lengthened.

All the signs are that the 
deal will not be thrown 
out. It is vital then that 
nurses start to build up 
their organisation at rank 
and fde level, there should 
be proper shop steward 
committees in job that 
seek to represent the mem
bers rather than just

The officials have to be 
told that they are there to 
serve—not dictate to the 
members.

Nurses: Anger grows 
at the deal
ANGER IS growing amongst nurses at 
the pay deal that their union leaders are 
trying to foist on them.

tions were asked.
One union—the PNA—

moo mt
Workers at Packard ..iii44h
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fSVCHUTIUC

© l,!.- -
At meetings around the 

country union officials 
have got a roasting for try- 
ing to recommend a 
#1,000 pay cut for young 
nurses.

"When the meeting was 
held in our hospital, there 
was just moral outrage. 
You had senior nurses de
nouncing the union lead
ers for daring to cut the 
wages of the lowest paid. 
They have completely 
misjudged the situation."

In one hospital nurses 
noticed that there was no 
lock on the ballot box. It 
was a level of their mis
trust at the union leaders 
that considerable ques-

PACKARD ELHSmto

CIVIL SERVICE:
Overtime ban puts 
wind up Quinn
AN OVERTIME ban by CPSU members is already forc
ing Ruairi Quinn to retreat from his hard line position 
on an embargo on civil service jobs.

As action in the view that the embargo would 
Deptartment of Education be- be gone by the end of the year, 
gan to bite, Quinn suddenly He then entered talks with 
announced in a radio inter-

Laid-off Packard workers protest last year 
will be taken back. '

Supported
Laid off workers 

mounted a protest outside 
the factory from 12 until 
2.00pm in April. 150 or 
more workers turned up and 
were in angry mood.

They were supported by

Workers at Packard 
Electric in Tallaght re
acted angrily to the 
company’s refusal to 
honour an greement in 
April.

Last summer workers at 
the plant reluctantly ac
cepted a dela that involved 
lay-offs and longer hours.

The deal was only ac
cepted as it was understood 
that if the 400 workers laid- 
off were not taken back by 
April this year they would 
be given a redundancy deal 
of five weeks for every 
year’s service.

However the company 
has told it workers that it 
will require redundancies 
but it refuses to say how 
many and it has still not said 
how many of those laid off 

UCG striic® 
ADMINISTRATION Staff at University College Gal
way threatened strike action over an unpaid 3% wage 
increase partly backdating to April '94.

The dispute has been going on for 7 months but any 
strike action has been delayed pending the outcome of 
Labour court recogmendations.This offers no satrisfactory resolution and the 156 
union members were forced to reject the Labour court 

recomendation.Staff approached management demanding a betted 
deal from management on threat of strike action.

At the last minute management came up with an of
fer fto pay the PCW one percent) and negociate over 
the other 20% but certain conditions were attached to 
this including the suspension of the job evaluation 
scheme and other specific points that would effect indi
vidual members (detrimentally).SIPTU members decided to ballot on this offer Wens 

and Thurs this week.SIPTU recruited some of the 20 - 30 non union mem
bers involved and the feeling is that the non - union 
members would abide by any actions taken (they 

wouldnt break the line)

the union and intimated that 
the whole scheme could be re
placed if

The overtime ban has had 
great support amongst CPSU 
members. At present many 
clerical assistants are coming 
out of work with just over 
# 100 to pay rent, buy food and 
travel to work. Most workers 
with families have to receive 
Family Income Support.

The one outlet these low 
paid workers had was the 
prospect of promotion. Cleri
cal Officers would hope to 
move up a grade and earn an 
extra #3,000 to #4,000 a year 
after some time at Staff Offic
ers.

But Quinn's embargo de
stroyed all these hopes. He an
nounced that only one in three 
positions would be filled.

"We had an embargo in the 
mid 1980s and it became clear 
that the only posts being filled 
were those of Principal Offic
ers. Those on the bottom of 
the scale knew it would be the 
same this time. That is why 
they were so willing to take 
action".

fake
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A GOOD, militant campaign 
in defence of health and so
cial services would have an
other important effect: it 
would help bring Catholic 
and Protestant workers to
gether at a time when the 
elections to the new forum 
threaten to divide us further.

the pay claim.

Oppose
Health workers need to remember 

that link and fight AGAINST the cuts 
and FOR better wages.

So far, the trade unions have relied 
on community campaigns to oppose

massacre-
IsraeTs state
'f ̂ rtOI'ISm—centre pages

to help cut costs and undermine union 
representation.

Already some trusts in the Eastern 
Board area are attempting to get work
ers to sign individual contracts of em
ployment — often with worse condi
tions — without reference to their un
ion officials.

The health unions have put in a 
united claim for a 6.5 percent pay rise 
for NHS staff.

Linked But they’ve been told there

The bigots are determined to ensure 
that we all retreat into our separate sec
tarian camps — all the better to help 
them do well in the elections.

Privatise
Straight from voting with the Tories 

to privatise Northern Ireland Railways, 
David Trimble was first to kick off the 
election campaign.

He announced he would be back at

WITH HEALTH and social 
services under threat of the 
worst cuts yet, the need for 
unity between Protestant 
and Catholic workers is 
greater than ever before.

The three per cent cut in spending 
imposed by the Tories has even top 
NHS management saying this is a cut 
too far.

Everyone knows services have al
ready been cut to the bone.

Wards have been closed and patients 
rushed home while they still need nurs
ing care.

Now . managers are saying that some 
operations—including removing ton
sils, gal! bladders and similar routine 
procedures won’t be available on the 
health service.

Social services have already been cut 
but more is on the way.

Older people have had home helps 
for as little as half an hour a day, now 
they may be left with no home help at 
all.

All health and social services in 
Northern Ireland are now operating as 
Trusts.

More money is going on managers

social services
and accountants than on nursing and 
other social care workers.

Between 1989 when Trusts were first
introduced to Britain and 1992, the 
number of nursing jobs fell by 5,850.

Undermine
At the same time, the number of sen

ior managers in hospitals rose by 262 
percent from 4,610 to 15.590.

The “suits” hope to use Trust status

will be no pay rise for health workers the cuts.
this year. But these campaigns are helpful only

Management have linked the cuts to in so far as they give NHS workers the 
. . • confidence to fight back and strike to

defend their jobs and our services.
Experience in England shows strikes 

can work.
When nurses and porters in Univer

sity College Hospital in London went 
on strike and occupied an empty ward 
in their hospital, they managed to save 
a number of other wards from closure.

WK Hll?®
Drumcree this year, ready to defend the 
right of Orange bigots to coat-trail 
through Catholic working class areas.

Workers of all religions and none 
know that sectarianism weakens our 
ability to fight the cuts AND brings the 
possibility of a return to all-out violence 
closer.

We mustn’t let the bigots divide us.
Instead we must unite to defend our 

health and social services.


