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DON'T PAY THE SERVIGE
Robhing th
[oor 10 pay
the rich

REYNOLDS and Spring
have again bowed to the
demands of the Irish rich.

In their last budget they brought
in a small Residential Property Tax.

It was supposed to raise only £5
million.

But it drove the Irish rich mad.

The O'Reilly controlled papers
like the Irish Independent pre-
tended that people were about to
be evicted from their homes.

Gay Byme ranted and raved on
his radio programme—without
telling anyone that he might lose
£500 because of the size of his
mansion in Howth.

And then the Coalition just caved
in.
They cut the tax on houses val-
ued at £150,000 by a quarter.

Imagine a low paid PAYE

e

worker geting away with kicking up
a fuss—and having their tax bills
cut by that amount.

Now the Coalition plan to hit
working class people instead.

This year they plan to raise £30
million from taxes on social wel-
fare.

Mansion

A worker who is out sick on a
disability scheme will now suffer
far more financial hardship than a
millionaire who lives in a mansion.

There is no talk of these tax bills
being cul by a quarter.

As if to add insult to injury, Jocal
councils arc starting (o send out
their service charge bills in April.

In Waterford, workers have al-
ready received bills for £120 a
week.

There the council has started to
choose carrot and stick tactics.

The city manager has hired a
Dublin Debt collector to chase
outstanding payments,

But he is also offering a raffle
for tickets to the World Cup for
those who pay up!

The councils should be told to
stuff their charges,

The response of working class
people should be “can’t pay—
won't pay”.

A campaign of non-payment
could force the councils to climb
down—especially if it is backed
by workers organised in trade un-
ions.

The rich can have their taxes cut
just by kicking up a fuss—our
class nceds militant action to force

the governmant o change its
mind.

he millionaire ||
aoiseach /4 |

REMEMBER Albert Reynolds?
Ever since he became Taoiseach,
he booked in with his local travel
agent.

At Christmas, he had his holidays
in Mexico and the Bahamas. For
Easter, it had to be Cyprus.

But you can say one thing for
Albert: He knows how to stand up for
his class: the Irish rich.

Reynolds owns 80% of the pet
food company, € and D foods.

This makes him worth at least £2 |
million. f
One of the main suppliers for the
petiood company was Larry
Goodman. '

This is the same man who got away with paying only one per-| =
cent of his tax bills in the 19583_ o Y O Ry L
Alberl also knows all about living In a Big house. His house in|
I;_ongfmrd would easily have qualified for the Residential Property M
ax. b
This manslon comes complete with Its own swimming pool. i W
And as if that was not enough, he has his own apariment in E )
Balisbridge which also qualifles for the Residential Property Tax.| =
So when the rich came whinging, Albert was just so understand-|
ing. And he knew that those mild mannered people in the Labour “, ii
Party would just lie down and let themselves be walked over. |

]
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JOHN Hogan is a private sector consult-
ant who has been paid £258,000 for his
work on the Beef Tribunal.

He was “urgently™ appointed three weeks after

Double scandal

THE Beef Tribunal has produced a scan-
dal within a scandal.

The Tribunal was set up to investigate
allegations of illegal payments made to

Beef Tribunal consultant was...

Paid to invent

Albert Reynolds be-
came Taoiseach and his
original term of 25 days
was soon extended to
258 days.

Hogan was a Fianna
Fail activist in Sligo and
worked as a volunteer in
the party's head office
during the last General
Election.

His was a blatant politi-
cal appointment—the job
was Dot put out to tender
as required and Hogan did
not need a Tax Clearance
Centificate.

Make Up

His job is to make up
excuses for Fianna Fail’s
bahaviour iIn the

beef baron Larry Goodman.

The Tribupal has
dragged on with mil-
lions of pounds in tax-
payers' money being
paid to barristers.

The recent row was
about the role of Attor-
ney General Harry
Whelehan.

Whelehan was on the
State’s legal team before
being appointed Attorney
General.

Rescue

He was paid £50,000
before the Tribupal even
began and then went off
to his new job without tak-
ing part in the proceed-
ings.

Meanwhile Larry
Goodman is still being
bailed out.

Goodman’s bankers are
still prepared to back the
company despite its profis
falling last year.

Profits were £10 million
and not the £30 million
forecast when the banks
agreed a rescue package.

The double scandal
shows the true nature of
the main bosses’ party
Fianna Fail.

Yet its Jim Mitchell of
the ailing bosses’ party
Fine Gael who appears as
the "knight in shining ar-
mour” at the moment.

The Labour Party won
a huge vote over a year
ago by opposing corrup-

ton.

Now they are silent on
the Goodman affair leav-
ing right-wingers like
Mitchell to steal the glory.

Du Pont: Defend

EIGHTY more jobs are under threat at
Du Pont’s Maydown plant on the out-
skirts of Derry. Du Pont management
says that the jobs must go in its Hypalon

THE proposed
plan to sell off part
of Telecom

Eireann to Cable &
Wireless, a prlvate
British concern,
has again shown
the Labour Party's
disregard for the
wishes of the Irish
public.

Dick Spring has re-
| neged on his promise

to oppose any at-
| tempt at privatisation
| of the public sector.
Choosingtocallita
| "strategic alliance” or
. “joint venture"” does
little to conceal its real
intent.

After decades of in-
vestment in establish-
ing a2 communica-
tions infrastructure
the Irish taxpayer and
consumer is to see
the profits earned
hived off to foreign
investors while retain-
ing the loss-making
services at a further
cost to us all.

Telecommunica-
}ions is a public sery-
ce.

Profits generated
should be reinvested

TELECOM EIREANN:

Privatisation
U-tum

fo improve that serv-

ice.

This sell-off of
Telecom's most prof-
itable sectors will in-
evitably lead to cut-
backs in its services
and the hoped for
£450 million from the
sale will do little to
improve Telecom’s fi-
nances in the long
term, especially since
the very sectors for
sale last year earned
the company £50 mil-
lion, now up for grabs
to the highest bidder.

As was seen in Brit-
ain in the 1980s the
privatisation of public
assets is a one-way
street.

There is no going
back.

As the drive for
profit replaces a duty
to the public, services
will be first to go, fol-
lowed by job cuts.

This proposal Is the
thin end of the wedge.

It is irresponsible
and shortsighted and
will cost the country
in the long term far
more than the quick
buck on offer.

Stephen Boyle

plant for environmental reasons.

But the closure of the
plant does not necessarily
mean job losses.

Unfortunately Green-
peace’s statement welcom-
ing the closure of the plant,
without any mention of its
effect on the workers or their
families was most unhelpful.

It is vital to bold on to the
jobs, not just to protect the
workers® living standards,
but to protect the environ-
ment from accidents result-
ing from under-staffing.

The workers involved
should be redeployed within
the plant instead of being
made redundant.

Du Pont workers have
been worried for some time
about health and safety in the
plant as staffing levels have
been considerably reduced in
recent years.

Last year's explusions in
two Cork harbour chemical
plants show the dangers of
poor safety procedures in
high-risk industries.

Militant action is needed
to save these jobs.

The main argument
against a fight-back is that
the company might pull out
of Derry altogether.

But Du Pont have put a lot
of money into the Maydown
plant,

To walk away from it would
cost them tens of millions of

Anyway, it wasn't militant
action that encouraged man-
agement to slash up to 400
jobs in the last year or so.

It was the opposite. When
workers accept job losses,
they make themselves more
vulperable to further at-
tacks—as happened to the
Digital workers in Galway.

It ti=*~hole of Du Pont's
workforce had gone on strike
to stop the pay off of 183
Palymer Engineering work-
ers and 27 canteen workers

excuses

Goodman affair.

Reynolds had gambleq
£250 million of taxpayers
money in insuring Larry
Goodman’s beef exports
to Iraq despite expert ad-
vice that Iraq could not
pay the price.

Hogan was employed 10

jobs and

last year, management would
have thought again before an-
nouncing the latest job cuts.

The Union officials

haven't even suggested a
strike ballot, but that is what
is needed.

The worker's need to or-

invent a reason for insur-
ing the beef.

He claimed it would be
“good for farmers” but
Irish farmers got nothing
out of it since the beef
exported had been slaugh-
tered four tears earlier and
they had already been
paid for it.

the envi

ganise, and insist that the job
Josses be fought.

Defend

When members of the
Derry branch of the
SWM put a leaflet

Iajor powers biock foxic waste ban

GOVERNMENTS in
eight major indus-
trial countries have
opposed the Basle
Convention's ban on
dumping toxic
waste on poorer
countries.

The eight are the US,
Britain, Germany, Japan,

Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and the Nether-
lands.

Together they undertake
more than half of all waste
exports worldwide.

Since the UN conven-
tion was signed in Basle
five years ago Greenpeace
has located 2,611,677 tons
of industrial waste in de-

Sex education
shelved

LABOUR education
minister Niamh
Breatnach has
bowed to the bigots
and backed down on
promises to provide
sex education in
schools.

Instead she has set
up an “‘expert advisory
group” which will re-
port back in two
months.

Absent

The churches are ab-
sent from the group but
50 too are the teachers’
unions.

Guidelines for sex edu-
cation will come out in
September but schools
will be able to opt out of
including it on their cur-
riculum.

Since the Catholic
Church controls the vast
majority of schools most
students will still be de-
nied proper sex educa-
tion,

Niamh Breatnach
promised to provide sex
education after the dis-
covery of three dead ba-
bies abandoned by their
mothers earlier this year,

Her climbdown will
not help prevent further
tragedies.

veloping countries.

Industries who oppose a
ban claim they want to re-
cycle waste.

But workers have died
because of mercury recy-
cling in South Africa and
lead batteries are melted
down without protective
equipment.

As late as 1992 Swiss car

batteries were melted
down in Slovenia by work-
ers who still suffer from
lead poisoning.

Some companies use
mailbox addresses in Swit-
zerland as a cover.

Zurich mailbox com-
pany Arcco-Intertrade tried
to ship sewage to Albania
as “humanitarian aid”.
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CARR Communica-
tions are supposed
to represent all par-
ties in the Beef Tri-
bunal.

But Carr boss Donal
Creedon is Albert
Reynolds  speech
writer and the firm’s
contract with FF does
pot allow them to work
for any other political

party.

into Pont
plant calling for action to
defend the jobs, it was
welcomed by many of the
workers.

The time for a fight it now,
before it becomes accepted
that the jobs will be lost.

Five hundred
people blocked
the West Link
Bridge in
Dublin last
month.

They were
protesting at
National Toll
Roads plc who
own the bridge
over the
company’s plan
to build a 336
acre dump in
Mulhuddart.

The dump is
Planned 850
metres from
Wellview Estate
and 2km from
Corduff,

Tom Roche of
National Toll
Roads has tried
to ease worries
about the dump
by suggesting
“improved
leisure facilities
within the site
area’”!

But local
residents are
not impressed
and plan more
protests
against this

health hazard.




The IRA's ceasefire was one
of the first clear signs that
they are thinking of drop-
ping the armed struggle.

The fact that it lasted only three
days shows the level of bitterness
and distrust among many ordinary
republicans about the intentions of
(b; British government

et normal s of the |

such a5 the Cathole Cardinal Dy
claimed that it was a sincere fes-
ture.

Bux the ceasefire was dismissed
out of hand by the British and Irish

governments. Thay said they could
never talk to the IRA until there was
3 permanent halt to their campaign.

This is sick hypocrisy.

The British government spent a
year in secret talks with the IRA
whaen it was bombing the City of
London.

Its intelligence service, MIS, ran
agents like Brian Nelson who on
ganised the UDA murder squads.

Everyday the British and Irish gov-
ernments meet with butchers who
have blood on their hands. They talk
to the Indonesian generals who run
a campaign of terror in East Timor.
They have embassies in Turk
where the airforce blows Kur

to bits from the skies,

The British governemt could pro-
duce an immediate peace in the
morning by a few simple measures.

They could release the hundreds
of prisoners who ended up in jails
because of the North's sectaran his-

tory.
°gwy could take the British troops
off the streets and start withdraw-
ing them. They could disarm the
RUC instead of letting them walk
off scote free from shooting young
students like Kevin McCourt.
But Major is a hypocrite. He pre-
tends to talk peace but he is more
interested in keeping his tortering

British govemment
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One thousand people took to the streets of Dublin in March to show their solidarity
with those fighting fascism in Europe. The march was organised by the Irigh Anti-Nazi

mmmm-mymmmgoum
ANL is so vital.
After the Christian Democrats who ran Italy for years

business interests formed an -
oI U oE iy Carnival
S & Sisa tlorm to :
spread their ideas. Bands playing include:
in Ireland, there is no serious Nazi yet. But

THERAPY; MANIC STREET
PREACHERS; THE LEVELLERS
Saturday 28th May, London
Coaches from major cities in

Ireland: Contact ANL, PO Box
4007, Dublin 1 for details

there are already small signs of th British fascist
party, WMBNP. starting to organise at football

nd there are also racist professors like Richard
Lynn in the unhvngolc«:m:mo doing research
nee

on the Black people.
mmmmmuumnuamm

organisation to stop any efforts to facism
established In lreland. gee

SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE THREE

A RECENT opinon poll
showed that 49% of the Irish

people thought that
Emmet Stagg should not
resign.

They were absolutely right Hun-
dreds of the top politicians, judges
and civil servants spend their week-
ends in the nightclubs of Dublin's
Leeson St. Whether they are mar-
ried or not makes no diference

The fact that gay people have to
go in secret to the Phoenix Park
tells us more about the sexual re-
pression of Irish society than any-
thing else.

Socialist Worker holds no brief for
Emmet Stagg. Me has spent his time
in office campaigning against corpo-
ration workers and threatening
them with privatisation. He has
made stupid chims that there is no
homelessness in Dublin

Issues

But Stagg was not being attacked
for these issues

He was being got at by sections
of the police who hate the recent
measure to de-criminalise homo-
sexuality

The right wing bigots who ran
irish society for decades still have a
foothold in many powerful posi-
tions.

In March, they managed to ban a
film on RTE about women who had
abortions. One of their main cham-
plons Justice O Hanlon uses his po-
sition as a £40.000 a year High
Court judge to pontificate against
the ‘disgusting contents of condom
vending machines’

He is one of the people who sup-
ported SPUC in their attempt to
seize money from the students un-
ions.

It is people lke O Hanlon who
should be sacked-—not Emmet

government together.

womeess  Calendar crime?
THREATENED

A proposed new
Simon Community
hostel in Cork is ur-
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Paul Walsh (25), an
active member of
Sinn Fein, has been
charged with being
an member after
years of garda har-
assmentone

which includes noth-
ing more sinister
than possession of a
republican calendar.

COUNCIL TRU

RECENT Information
on the attendance of
County Counclllors at
thelr meetings have
shocked volers and ex-
posed certain public fig-

ures.
When these truanis
wore on thedr

some more in-
teresting facts came o

He vehemently de-
nied the charge.

This shows a blatant
disregard for the fun-
damental right of indli-
viduals to express
their political beliefs
and is an attempt by

POST Leaving Cert
Colleges have mush-
roomed in Ireland
over the last few
years. 16,000 stu-
dents are now taking
courses that range
from communica-

tions to child care.

the garda special ’ , MNCO!H&MM

to criminalise % feat ase truing 1o get away

legal political activity.  pPay/ Walsh with cducation on he

cheap. Many of the studens

are getting no mainlenance

grants and have to pay their

light. K ? Now PLC students are

Cllr. Micheal Sim in Dun stasting to fight back. In

Keating(FG) of South Cir, + station

County Dublin who at- Richard Convoy(FF) with  of 100 PLC students tock 10

w«] 23 of his 58  a breath taking 14 out of e streets in R 10

meetings 58 would seem o leave demand that the govemment
*I don’t attach much some questions, on the Py them a pram.

smdl.cmeo ‘o attend- uselulness of such Indl-  Petitions were taken ep

ance at moetings. viduals, unacceptably un- new studeats came 10

bother 1o run for  answered. Turl them out  the Mansion House for an

olect then Cilir. andbe

exhibition on the courtes

whech were avadable Nearly
& thousand nignalones wese
gahared i a short e

Bugene is & student of
comenunicabions at the Lib-
erties PLC in Ball Alley. He
told Socialisr Worker,

“We are looking for the
tame grast that other stu-
dants in RTCs get. They get
£15 2 week maintenance if
L are U at hoese and
t:?ifﬂ-yv:'lminm
own accomodation.

Tt weuld anly cost the gov-

PLC STUDENTS FIGHT

ermmmant £8 millon.™

Now PLC students are pro
ducing a leaflet o their case
and are taking up more .
tions in their ;‘K:y
e confident thet they ean
stant building up presuse for
change -

As Eugene put i, “This s
ahout more than money This
govemment is treating us like
wub-=tandasd studente
'umuprum
of the r. It's got 10
‘w,m B

¥y manag-

mwmmu,v?mnm
Mr Tracy had
Tracy some very frightesing thisgs te say to

the sudience at

tiont . .Get the Government out e

hmwm-mun“:‘ w
<o ste companies rap the w Ronald
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Right C

FOR the first time since the second world war a
fascist party could form part of a European gov-

ernment.

The right wing “Freedom Alliance” won last month’s
Italian elections, with the fascist MSI as a major partner.

The MSI itself won 14 per
cenf—more than S million votes.

In previous elections they got
only § per cent.

They were given a huge boost
by the alliance with media ty-
coon Silvio Berlusconi's “Forza
Italia™

The alliance of Itaty's wealthi-
est businessman with a fascist
party is a chilling reminder.

Big business support was cru-
cial to the victories of Hitler and
the Italian dictator Mussolini.

During the election the MSI
tried to distance themselves from
their fascist past to present a re-
spectable image.

Their leader, Fini, changed the
party’s name to “National Alli-
ance”.

The press have also pretended
that the MSI are not real fascists
but part of the ‘far right” or ‘ex-
treme conservatives'. But no one
should be fooled by this.

Violence

The MSI was set up after
WW2 by supporters of Musso-
lini. Its former leader until 1988,
Almirante, was a Minister in
Mussolini's government.

The MSI is steeped in a his-
tory of fascist violence.

In 1974, MSI members set up
New Oider—a terrorist group
which murdered eight anti-fas-
cists in Brescia That same or-
ganisation planted a bomb in the
Bolgnia railway station in 1980
killing 85 people.

In 1976 one of the MSI depu-
ties fled Italy while under inves-
tigation for the murder of a
Communist Party supporter.

The MSI still have nazi salut-
ing thugs guarding their rallies
and they still incite hatred
against foreigners.

After their victory 2,000 fas-
cists took 1o the streets of Rome
shouting, “Duce, Duce" (the Ital-
ian equivalent of Heil Hitler).
People who did not join in, were
beaten up.

The MSI still demands that
parts of the former Yugoslavia—
Istria and Dalmatia—be givento
Italy.

The fascist election success
will undoubtedly lead to more
attacks on foreigners and left
wing parties. Fini will try to use
his success to build up the street
gangs.

But the right also has a
number of important weak-
nesses. The alliance that won the
election is highly unstable and
may well fail to form a govem-
ment.

Already the leader of the
Northern Leagues has de-
nounced the ‘fascist scum' and
claimed that his tradition lies
with the partisans—the anti-fas-
cist armies who overthrew Mus-
solini. Even before the elections,
the three parties were at each
other's throats.

Unworkable

Berlusconi's economic pro-
gramme is unworkable,

He has called on the tens of
thousands of small employers in
Italy who supported his election
machine to take on one extra
worker.

But it is one thing to vote for
Italy's Rubert Murdoch —it is
another thing for these employ-
ers to cut into their profits.

Finally, the MSI's electoral
success is not yet matched by a
similar growth in their street
gangs.

When Mussolini came to

wer he could call on 20,000
battle-hardened blackshirts vf'ho
had burnt and bomlb:]d union
uarters across ltaly.
hc%%ll MSI has nothing like that
ye(ﬁle Ttalian working class 18
d militant.
Sl%%ua:ands of workers belong
to the COBAS—rank and file
union groups who want 10 fight
much harder than the union bu-
ats.
rea(l)xszr the last year as the cor-
ruption scandals blew up, mil-
lions of Italian workers have
taken strike action.

When Mussolini came 10
power in 1922 it did so on _the
backs of a defeated working
class who had tried to make a
revolution and failed.

But today the workers move-
ment is on the rise—not on the
decline.

The fascists' election success
is a terrible wamning—but there
is time to stop them.

BERLUSCONIbased his
campaignh on an anti-
communist witch hunt of
the left wing “Alliance
for Progress™.

The alliance was led by
the former Communist PDS
but included the Greens and
the anti Mafia network,

The left were presented
with glorious opportunity to
take power.

The Christian Democrats
who held power since WW2
had collapsed amidst in a
stink of corruption.

But the left refused to give
any voice to the anger of
workers.

Since the collapse of
Communism in Eastern Eu-
rope the PDS has become

WHY DID THE LE

much like the Irish Labour
Party.

They have done every-
thing to reassure big busi-
ness.

When the ltatian stock ex-
change came near to col-
lapse last year, Ochetto, the
leader of the PDS, went to
meet the big financiers to
assure them of his support
for a programme of privati-
sation.

But when groups of work-
ers like the train drivers
went on strike, the PDS de-
nounced their ‘economistic’
selfish actions.

The left also announced
that they would nominate
the last Prime Minister,
Ciampi, to return to his of-
fice if they won.

FT FAIL?

The same Ciampi was re-
sponsible for driving
through the attacks on ital-
ians workers wages.

The PDS made the exact
same mistake as the British
Labour Party—by trying to
‘moderate’ their policies
they offered no hope of
solving the massive crisis
in ltalian society.

They let the fascists give
vent to the anger.

But Italian workers can
still repeat the example of
France.

After huge disillusionment
with the left, voters looked
to the right wing parties.

But when these could not
solve the economic mess,
the anger was turned on
them,

LS o e
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FRANCE: THE TASTE

AN attempt by the right wing govern-
ment of France to pay young workers
less than the minimum wage has been
smashed by a wave of militancy.

The revolt began after the prime minister
Eduard Balladur produced a plan for low pay jobs
for everyone under 26. Employers were to be let

pay them only 80% of the minimum wage.

It would have meant
getting a wage of £330 a
month.

But Balladur’s propos-
als provoked a wave of an-
ger—and it was not just
aboat the money.

Chantal, a student from
the second level lycee ex-
plained,

“This isn’t the best gen-
eration to be borm In,
there's a war just two
hours away and then
there’s AIDS and racism ..,
if you don’t shout nobody
takes any notice”

50,000 people took to the
streets of Paris in demon-
strations that were sup-
ported by the most power-
fal trade unlon federation,
the Communist Party
CGT.

They found themselves
facing a vicious police
which had been whipped
up by the right wing Inte-
rior Minister, Charles
Pasqua.

Pasqua clalmed that
“Fear of the policeman Is
the beginning of wisdom™

But the revolt against
the police shook the right
wing government.

Back Down

The hated riot police the
CRS were driven back.
Balladur and the right
wing government were
forced to back down.

They have now been
forced to retreat four
times.

Aer France workers

beat them over jobs, teach-
ers beat them over plans to
put more money into pri-
vate education, fishermen
forced them to come up
with more subsidies and

now students beat them
over their plans for low
paid jobs. The lesson is that
militancy works.

France also shows how
volatile the situation is i
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ASIE OF VICTORY

THE WAY T0
H LE PEN

THE revolts inFran
ce also show how the
fascists can be driven bactsc.

Le Pen’s National Fr f the vote
in recent focal elecuonsor“ got 10% of the

..bgt::,,during the protests black, white and
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Amnesty report exposes

PRESSURE is mounting for the IRA to

call off its armed struggle.
Politicians claim that they are the
sole cause of violence in the North.
But a recent report by the human rights or-
ganisation Amnesty International on North-
ern Ireland shows us a different picture.

Amnesty International
has a reputation for ex-
posing and publicising
human rights abuses
worldwide.

Its most recent report
deals with political kill-
ings in Northem Ireland.

It covers loyalist and
republican killings but its
section on the British
Army and security forces
makes shocking reading
for anyone who believes
they 're doing a good job
in difficult circumstances.

Inquiries

Over the last twenty years
over 350 people have been
killed by the security
forces.. Most of them were
Catholics.

Of the killings that are
investigated,  Amnesty
found that such inquiries
were little more than a
sham.

A typical case was that of
17 year old Gerard Maginn.
He was shot dead when the
RUC fired on a stolen car
in which he was a passen-
ger in November 1991.

The RUC claimed that
they fired because they felt

WHY THE TROOPS MU.

Amnesty findings
are unfortupately
not surprising.
They fitinto a grim

f nts treatment. state, linking it into the tra-  Song' and *Kevin Barry"."
pattern 0 e\‘reubo;x The civil rights move- After August 1969, the  ditional nationalist struggle But the JRA's nationalist ONE of the cases that Amnesty investl-
Harold Wilson's ment had reached a dead Battle of the Bogside and  and myths. politics and their tactic of gatad was the murder of Pat Fi
government ordered troops armed struggle led no- Pat : ; b a o '.“‘cam'
into Northern Ireland in where. Most of the major at Finacane was a 39 year old divil rights law-
1969. At the time people in 3 _ reforms that Northern |Ye% He was one of the main solicitors who dealt
both Britain and Ireland ; | Catholics won were gainea | With those detained under Northern Ireland’s emer-
were told two things: thal . in the period of mass strug- | 8€ncy powers, He was shot dead by two masked
the British troops would G 8 : gle between 1969 and 1972, | menin February 1989 in front of his wife and three
protect the Catholic popu- _ , Today the IRA campaign | children.
P ion and that they would ; ; is completely counter-pro- The muorder was claimed by the UDA/UFE At
antee ff,i" play and civil . 2 ' . ductive. Its bombings in the | theinquest an RUC Superintendent Simpson stated
rights for all. S g g ; rced Shankill and Eniskillen |that
James Callaghan, the | BJUCH haschat_igef_’ 5"”‘” e "’3:;;‘7&,, 3.,';",,"‘:3:;,, plaregg | have driven hundreds of *His murder was unusual both for its ferocity and
British Home Secretary at | Norghern conflict began. Bellast is not Jike Beirut. Protes- | Froiestantsintothehandsof |ghe fact that he was struck by all 14 bullets Fired”
the time, even visited the Unionism is no longer the ali- tants and Catholics work together, the racist UDA. One of the we asedl in hils outiedr W sm"
Catholic Bogside ar¢a of | powerful force it once wae despite discrimination " | 1thas lienated the tens | jon from a Brifish army harracks in 1987 by amern-
ey o tell i people: T | PYSCrnctadors aro treatodwith  “S5 0 (Lo he came unions, | o1 205 of Souter | ber ofthe Ulster Defence Regiment. o
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deprived of ju suce.-h.e Uniontst leaders hate sach other %3:‘;’3&1?5:?( smg: !Ié_:oa" :93 ;g bassy in Dublin. Bag g;ne upamnu::éshmne were removed.
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made was that the R R ; TOl! ‘workars, air of passivity in Catholic Castereagh RUC stations made statements fo Am-
would be disarmed. They are divided over what they This means arguing that Protes- working class ghettoes |BESEY that they had heard RUC detective say that
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tors Ir t in to rein- independent. Some warnt more In- aisa m‘ansa‘?‘.“ ngina O- | in the IRA can get results |“He told me to tell him that he was a thug in a suit,
troops were sen o togration with Britain. lic workers should not go alon by few *sphoiaculars’ a person frying 60 lef on he is doing his job, and
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wanted to. Angry Catholics
wrote “IRA... I Ran Away"
on the walls of Belfast.

Dead End

end. The Northern state
which was founded on a re-
ligious head count could not
grant the basic reforms de-
manded for fair and equal

the assault on the Lower
Falls in Belfast, the IRA
began to move centre stage.

They were the ones who
were prepared to take on the

‘under increasing threat.’

But Gerard Maginn's
mother told a different
story. “How a highly trained
man who thought his life
was in danger walked up to
a car and hit it with the butt
of his rifle—to me that was
not the action of somecne
who thought his life was
under threat"

Of all 21 Bnitish soldiers
charged with a killing, only
one soldier has ever been
convicted of murder. and he
only served two years of his
sentence before being al-
lowed back into his regiment.

The Amnesty Intema-
tional report also investi-
gated collusion between the
security forces and loyalist
paramilitaries.

Amnesty point to the fol-
lowing cases as evidence of
collusion:

B In January 1993, Patrick
and Diarmuid Shields were
murdered in their shop.
Several months before the
shooting the RUC removed
a legally held shot gun for
no good reason. The RUC
had a layout of the fam-
ily home.

M In Septernber 1993 a hair-
dresser Sean Hughes was
murdered by loyalist

TGO

As the Derry socialist
Eamonn McCann wrote,
**We shall overcome' and
‘We shall not be moved’
gave way to 'The Soldier’s

paramilitaries in West Bel-
fast. After the killing an
RUC officer admitted that
the area was patrolled 24
hours a day.

Yet two masked gunmen
wearing dark glasses and
gloves were able to park at
one of the most patrolied
junctions in the area with-
out being stopped

Despite the registration
number of the car being
given to the RUC, no
checkpoint were set up to
catch the fleeing gunmen.
B In January 1993 the
UDA/UFF carried out a
failed murder attempt on a
Catholic taxi driver.

After the shooting Brian
Fceney fromthe SDLP said
that the place of the shoot-
ing “‘was beside Girdwood,
one of the most heavily
guarded army barracks in
Belfast.

The place is festooned
with security equipment
and camneras and almost cer-
tainly the guys who did this
shooting were seen.

Follow Up

“But there was no follow
up operalicn in the area
where these men were seen
going into™

The most notorious case
Amnesty investigated was
that of Brian Nelson.

Brian Nelson was the top
intelligence officer for the
UDA. He was arrested in
1990 as a result of the
Stevens Inquiry into the
leaking of police files to the
loyalists. Nelson was also,
however, a long-time Bril-
ish army agent.

Nelson had been passing
on UDA information every
week to his army handlers,
“informing them of UDA
surveillance operations and
their findings of plans to
kill specific individuals™.

The Brijish army knew in
advance what loyalist kill-
ings were planned. Nothing
was done 1o inform the vie-
tims of the danger, let alone
stop the killings,

Amnesty also suggests
the British army overhauled
and streamlined the UDA’s
records on suspected repub-
licans. updating the infor-
mation.

At Brian Nelson’s trial,
however, all the serious
charges were mysteriously
dropped, and as a conse-
quence only fragments of
the truth ever emerged.
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THE KILLING OF PAT FINUCANE

fire back with even if they
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Keepin
the red
flag

flying \

ON | May, millions of workers scross the world
will celebrate International Workers Day.

Some will have to defy the police and armies to take to |

the streets. Others will use May Day as a show of defiance
against a boss class who want to drive down their wages.

In was in America in 1886 that the first demonstrations
were organised on May Day in support of workers demands
for an eight hour day. |886 was a year of tumult.'the year of
the great uprising of labour’.

Throughout the depression years of the |880s, workers
had suffered wage cuts and attacks on their conditions. But
with the beginnings of an economic recovery, workers started
to go on the offensive.

In 1884, a dying organisation, the Federation of Organ- |

ised Trades and Labour passed a resolution that"eight hours
shall constitute a legal days work from and after May | 1886"

As an American historian, Norman Ware pointed out,
what was “little more than an empty gesture ... because of
the changed condfitions became a revolutionary threat’

The call for a stoppage on May Day was taken up by the
Knights of Labour.They stood for solidarity between all work-
er?nwhether black or white, man or woman, skilled or un-

| skilled.
The first May Day was a fantastic success. In the major
cities of America, Chicago, New York, Concinnati, Baltimore,
workers walked off the job to demand an eight hour day.
. One of the bosses in Milwaukee summed up what was at

stake. He said the issue had become “my right to run my
' workers and your right to sell me your time and labour.
. Our whole civilisation hangs on these”.

The bosses hit back by using the police and militias to cow

i the workers, On the 3 May in Chicago the police killed four
. strikers. At a rally that night held in Haymarket Square a
| bomb was thrown at police attacking the crowd.
l The police used it as an excuse to ban demonstrations
'and arrest hundreds of strikers. They framed seven sup-
| posed ring leaders of the bombing and hung four trade un-
ionists despite an international outcry.

Events in America in 1886 sparked workers and socialists
in Europe into action. In 1889, the Socialist International
was founded at a meeting attended by socialists and trade
unionists all over Europe. It launched a great campaign for
an eight hour day.

In 1890,a million workers took strike action In France on
May Day and in Germany 10% of workers walked off their
jobs. The movement around May Day gave the impetus for a
new fighting spirit in the working class.

In Britain and Irefand from the 1890s onward there was a
rise of New Unionism, Unions such as the Gasworkers and
General Labourers spread over Britain and Ireland and or-
ganised the unskilled. They used militant tactics to spread
the strikes from one group of workers to another.

In Ireland, the Irish Transport and General Workers
Unionwas born out of this militancy. It was led by socialists
' like Larkin and Connolly.

Frederick Engels pointed out that "The new unions were
founded at a time when the faith in the eternity of the wages

| system was severly shaken; their founders were socialists,
 erther consciously or by feeling”

| May Day is part of a tradition of workers struggle. In
‘ Ireland the ICTU have called two major demonstrations on

May Day to celebrate the centenary of their birth,

| Trade unionists should tum these demonstrations into a
' massive displays of anger against the poverty wages and un-
| em ent that the bosses are trying to impose on us.

l: I%’emlfast and Dublin the ICTU has called marches on
April 28th and April 30th. These can be tumed into huge
demonstrations if we start organising for them now.

REMEMBER THESE PRISONERS ON MAY DAY

ACROSS the world trade unionists are gtill being locked up for
their activifies. 3
Liv Jingsfieng: A 39 year old worker from Beijing in China. He
kas been arrested for trying o sef up an independent frade un-
ion. He has already spent fourteen and a half years in jail for
being part of the ‘Democracy Wall' movement.
Basile Houndjo, Houngue Mahoussi, Etienne Haoundjo tried fo
organise the peasants union MIGBE-AYE (“We reject poverty”)
in Benin. They have been taken into police custody and have not
been seen since,
Cajuste Lexius, General Secrefary of the largest union in Haiti.
He was arrested in 1093 and severly beaten.
Marsinah, a 25 year old factory worker in Indonesia was lfor-
:ur&ad and raped aand killed after she led a strike in a watch
aclory.
M'Bailao Mianbe President of the General Adminisiration Em-
ployees Union of Chad was gunned down by four armed men
travelling in a military jeep.
Munir Ceyfan, President of the petroleum workers union in Tar-
key has been convicted and imprsioned for 20 months for writing
an arficle defending the rights of Kurdish people.

For full details on these cases wrile io Trade Unionists Action
109';? Amnesty Infernational, Sean McBride House, B Shaw St

upin,

'
change

SOUTH AFRICA goes
to the polls on 27 April.
It will be the first time
that blacks who make
up three quarters of
the population have
ever been able to vote.

The minority white right wing
has fought long and hard to pre-
vent this from happening. In
1985, the racist National Party
to which de Klerk belongs
vowed that the ANC “would be
crushed like the terrorists that

| they are”.

But the racists had 1o eat their

. words. What broke them was the

power of black resistance.

The risings against apartheid
began in 1976 when the school
students of Soweto came out on
the streets in their thousands be-
cause they refused to learn
Afrikaans—the language of the
white establishment.

Strikes

In the mid 1980s a union fed-
cration, the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU)
was bom. .

They organised huge strikes to
raise the living standards of black
workers and to demand an end to
apartheid. )

When the South African regime
introduced a State of Emergency

?

to crush it, the employers became
- k. .

vc?h::ew;as a large scale flight
of capital from South Afnca. .

The National Party backe
down. Nelson Mandela, in jail
since the early sixties, was re-
Jeased and black people won the
1ght to vote.
E gut all the time, De Klerk and
the security establishment have
tried to break the power and 1n-
fluence of the ANC.

They worked hand and glove
with the Inkatha party. _

The recent Goldstone comims-
sion of inquiry in SouthAfrica has
revealed that assassination squads
were set up with police help to
murder ANC activists.

will the

Arms were imported from Ny.
mibia and Mozambique for use by
Inkatha. ’

Huge amounts of money weps
spent on Inkatha to help them
build up an image of an organisy.
tion that represented Zulu peaple,

But what prevented de Kierk
from getting away with his diny
tricks has becn the continuing
mobilisations of black workers,

When Chris Hanne of the South
African Communist Panly was
murdered in April 1993 millions
of workers came out on strike in
an explosion of popular anger.

The ANC had to work night and
day to control the anger.

In the townships, Inkatha mur-
der squads were beaten by Self
Defence units which orzanised
thousands of black teenagers.

The right to vote has been
wrenched out of the hands of the
racists.

Black workers have no need to
feel any gratitude to them.

When Mandcla is clected the
new President of South Africa it
will raise the confidence of black
people, everywhere to stand up
and beat back the racists.

e z

THE elections will
bury the legal appara-
tus of apartheid but
voting alone can do
little to dismantie
apartheid’s dire
legacy.

And black workers want
much more than just the right
to put 2 mark on a ballot pa-

per.

As Connie Zikalala, a trade
unionist from Cape Town put
it,

“My family has given blood
for freedom. But it will not be
enough if we just have the

Wealth in Johannesburg con

THE APARTHEID

-
trasts with

voI:e z:;d no food, a vote and
a hovel, a vote and no hospi-
e 0Spi
40 per cent of blacks are
unemployed. Black incomes
are one-tenth those of whites,
Seven million of 28 million
bl?cks live in shacks while 12
million have no clean water
and 14 million cannot read,

Resources

SouthAfrica is by no means
a poor country.

Its vast mineral resources
and strong manufacturing
industry ensure that its per
capita GNP at $3,000 stands

the squalor of a Cape Tm&h ‘settlement

well above neighbouring

Swaziland’s at
Lesotho's $00. "0 2nd

ived with
:;nnds 2 massive redhtri:::
oI?o(:frwezltn and resources,
Oppenheimer, e -
enell ang Hersoy

wealth, | O the country’s

The ANC,S el .
Paign targets ﬁ:mncz::'
and Poverty =

manifesto rorn:
o eyt promise

Justice, promising a “national

provide 25 million jobs, build
a million homes in five years,
bring running water and
flush lavatories to more than
a million families”.

South African blacks will
vote for the ANC as a way of
getting the most basic neces-
sities—a living wage and ma-
ternity leave and the return
of land that had been forci:

bly acquired, [

This is not a lot to ask for
after forty years of misery
and exploitation at the hands
of apartheid.

|

Public works programme ‘°|
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THE events of 10 and 11 March
in the South African nominally
independent state of Bophuthal-
swana show how biack workers
£an smash the racists.

Bopiiuthatswana was run by a
tyrant called Lucas Mangope. He
hiad the support of the South Afri-
can regime who pretended that
black people preferred to live in
tribal homelands. |

In March riots started in the
homeland after civil servants went
on strike. The strike quickly esca-
lated to demand the right to vote
and won the support of students.

Then a mere 26 dissident police-
men signed a memorandum which
Jegan with a demand for the res-

ation of important administra-
and officials of the Mangope
me.
also endorsed two key de-
nands of the striking civil serv-
ints—a fifty per cent wage rise
ind an immediate payment of pen-
fion fund contributions.

A terrified Mangope called on
fie neo-Nazi AWB to help his gov-
‘Mmment suppress the rebeﬂLon of
hie “ANGC communist rabble”.

The Nazis came into
Jophuthatswana in their Mercedes
:ars and started shgotmg at black
Jeople on the streets.

B'IJ.It they faced courageous and
fetermined opposition. Within a
ew hours the wrtl‘ole of the capital
: s in revol

it)évv;ary workplace closed and
wery township was rebelling. The
)olice were forced to choose sides
ind a majority came over to the
rotesters and helped to drive out

he AWB.
international press focused
)nT?:emst:ooﬂng of three right

vingers. o
s absolutely corr
'h:)to%” t?wem. They had just drlveg
\round ﬁﬁ"9|au't(ﬁﬂ1au<;vvgfa on
eople, killing .
: ?Eec kdgfegt of the AWB sent
waves throughout the right

m:;kln South Africa. One textile

Black workers smash |

worker described the effect,

“We have seen Nazi$ humiliated.
All these people who strut around
with guns and think they are gods
have been forced to grovel in the
dust. They are rubbish and every-
one knows it. If we are strong then
they will be weak.”

The uprising in Bophuthatswana
had an immediate effectin Natal, the
area controlled by the Inkatha party
led by Buthelez.

Op)i/nion polls show that Inkatha
has only the support of 35% of Zu-
lus.

us.
The majority of Zulus have be-

come urbanised and are expected to

support the ANC. After Bophuthat-

swana, the more radical ANC mem-
bers were demanding that the
medicine given to Mangope, “Vi-
tamin ANC" should also be given
to Buthelezi.

Terrified

It was the fear of a new uprising
in Natal that forced the South Afri-
can government to send its troops
in to take over Natal. De Klerk was
terrified that an uprising In Natal
would lead to mass strikes
throughout South Africa. ]

But the South African Army in
Natal is no friend of the ANC. They
are led by generals who supplied
weapons to Inkatha.

lhe racists

|

They have already begun search- |
ing ANC controlled areas for weap-
ons. They will try to stop the ANC

campaigning effectively to uproot i

the influence of Inkatha,

The reui answer to the right wing
in South Africa is workers action.
One metal workers from Johannes-
burg put it like this, f

“The AWB and their allies may try -
another coup. | am sure they will *
carry out more murders, But they -
can triumph only if we let them.

“Every murder must be met by
strikes and mass mobilisations. if b
there are moves towards a coup,
we should see every worker on the |
streets”

CAN THE ANC DELIVER?

DELA has started to
%ﬁ‘pmmlse with the Na-
tional Party by agreeing
to a power-sharing gov-
ernment when the majgz
ity of his people want -
to run the white rulers o

of South Africa.

it clear
The ANC has madeitc ;
thatit is not prepared to chal

i

e power of big bus 3

:'eensg: l'v'l‘angela h:‘s;rt'old busi
in London: 3

"q%sﬁ';?e" will be no expropria-

or invest-
tion O'F’;';g gennl%vesmfs will

Lneeantt:fé to repatriate dividends
and profits’ money

In order to keegéh: N Has

happy, t
mar'l'(‘?;:d nmgmise the over-

f taxation nor to in-

::"e'a?: 'ggvemments ending

ond six percent of GDP. G
begm to spend on every blac

erson what Is srent on

ites today would mean ility by bringing the  The ANC will not be able to ad-
;‘tglre than doubling 3:5::'1 poe %mensg Py Mdlact s coniraditions bo-
spending. nr::s':%‘z living Last month Mandela called  tween capital and labour.
they can inc

ndards with the help of
lsotaans from the World Bank and
the IMF.
They are wrong. Any loans
would be tied to ‘economic ad-
ment’ programmes.
'usl}nder IA%F sgtablllsation-and
World Bank structural adjust-
ment programmes, Tanza-
nians faced a ﬁﬂ{ percent fall
in real income in the early
1980s. In Ghana over the same

period the fall was forty per- -

nt. K
oeln such a scenario even the

f expectations, like
::gtte :;pr&sso gd by one town-
ship dweller “for some water,
maybe a toilet” will be in
do_}ﬁ;. has implications for the
potential outcome of the elec-
tions for the ANC.

On the one hand the ANC
maintains mass support
among black workers by wide-
ranglng promises of soclal re-
construction, but on the other
it repeatedly attempts to im-

on township residents to end

»
their rents and services boy-! L

catt even though conditions in
the townships gave them little!
reason to do so.

The mass of workers are|
willing to accept these condi-
tlions only on a temporary ba-
sis,

The elections are now the fo-
cus of the activity, hopes and
expectations of many.

utifthe elections don't de-
liver real change, the anger of
the vast majt;:? whose hopes
had been raised will not be dis-
persed easily.

Alithose who have struck or,
demonstrated in support of the
ANC will be faced with the re-
ality that the capitalist market
will remain tyrannical even in
black hands, 3

As Sipho Kubheka, General
Secretary of the South African
Paper and Printing workers
Union said:

"The labour movement has
to fight for its independence.

f

FAGE SEVEN SOCIALIST WORK

the wealth?

IN Ancient Rome
when slaves were
forced to work by
their owners and
robbed of all the
work they did, it
was obvious that
they were ex-
ploited.

Modern capitalist so-
ciety by contrast is

| “free"

Worker's don't wear

! chains, nor are owned

J

by anyone. But exploi-
tation still continues, in
a more subtle form.

Because the capitalist
class own ali of the fac-
tories, offices and equip-
ment needed for pro-
duction, workers are
left with the option of
either seiling their la-
bour-power, or suffer
poverty on the dole

When a capitalist
employs a worker, they
pPay a wage—most of
which goes on basics
like food, clothes and
accommodation.

In return the capital-
ist gets the results of our
work,

The difference be-

' tween the value of the

work done and the

| value of our wages,

Marx called “surplus-
value”.

This surplus-value is
the source of the capi-
talists profit.

Techniques

In fact, because mod-
ern techniques of pro-
duction are 5o powerful,
a capitalist gains far
more surplus-value than

| slave owners ever got

from their slaves.

Under slavery, a
slave-owner lost all
their investment when
the slave died—usually
through starvation.

Under capitalism, the
boss simply hires an-
other worker.

So when people
praise the millionaire
bosses for their risk tak-
ing; initiative and enter-
prise, socialists make
two objections:

Firstly, to own mil-
lions means owning
wealth created by work-
ers in the past

The richest woman in
Britain, the Queen, is
notrich from her entre-
preneurial skills but
from generations of ex-
ploitation and plunder
across an Empire,

Secondly, when a mil-
lionaire opens a new
factory, they're not do-
ing it out of concern for
the workers to have
jobs—but in order to

get people to labour for

\'-\Ook Lok o Jé'

\ Tieurems nay

Heows coov
BecT ¢

them,

The workers em-
ployed have nothing to
be grateful for, they're
being taken on so that
the company can accu-
mulate more wealth.

The two examples
most held up in Irelfand,
of entreprencurial suc-
cess are Michael Smurfit
and Tony O'Reilly.

Smurfit's claims that
his success is due to his
special instincts:

He says that he
started gerting his“sense
of business”, when he
was seventeen.

He was “not only
reading the Financial
Times regularly, but un-
derstanding i

Now, when he is

doing a deal, his nose
starts to twitch:
“I can't define it and
it's not something you
€an pass on to anyone
else.”

In fact his wealth was
obtained rather less
mysteriously.

His dad, Jefferson
Smurfit gave Michael the
money to open a box
factory in Lancashire.

He. in turn had be-
come wealthy off the
proceeds from twenty-
four years of exploiting
the staff of the General
Box Company,
Clonskeagh.

Today the source of
the Jefferson Smurfit
Group's wealth is not
Michael Smurfit nose,
but the 32,000 people in
200 factories, day after
day being paid a lot less
than the value of the
work they are doing.

O'Reilly’s case is simi-
lar, he is worth an esti-
mated £219 million, and
has a $57 a year job as
President, Chairman
and Chief Executive of
Heinz

This wealth was not
obtained by earning his
way up from selling jew-
ellery out of a barrow
on O'Connell bridge.

As a Managing Direc-
tor of the Irish Sugar
Company and Erin
foods he earned his ini-
tial break thanks to the
efforts of the workers of
those companies.

His fabulous wealth
today came from an ex-
tra twist

He got other capital-
ists to give him money
so that he could break
into compariies like In-
dependent Newspapers,
and gain a portion of
their profits.

Fortune

That money leant to
him in its turn was cre-
ated out of the labour
of workers. O'Reilly’s fi-
nancial manoeuvres
gained him a fortune
which was still derived
from exploitation,

A revolution by the
working class will
lead to a situation
where for the first |
time in thousands of |
years there willbeno |
more exploitation.

When the working
class gets control of
their factories and of-
fices, decisions about |
production will be made |
for once by the people |
who are actually doing
all the work.

Instead of being com-
pelled to work ever
harder for the benefit of
a tiny minority, workers
will be able to organise
production at their own
pace, guided by a con-
sideration of what peo-
ple need. !

Such a society will be |
vastly more wealthy
than today. as all the re-
sources currently un-
used—the  empry
workplaces, the people
on the dole, the money
wasted on competition
and armaments—all of
this would be available
1o us to advance human-
ity in a rational and col-
lective manner.
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“Nour order is built upon sand. The revo-

lution will rise again, clashing its weap-

ons, and terrifying you with its clarion

call, | was, I am, I shall be”

SEVENTY five years ago
on January 1919 the body
of Rosa Luxemburg was
found in the Landwerh
canal in Berlin.

Her skull had been
smashed with a rifle butt
by a German army officer.

Like her comrade Karl
Liebknecht, Rosa was murdered
after the uprising of German work-
ers had failed.

Throughout all her life Red Rosa
was hated by the German rich and
their friends in the officer class.

Rosa Luxembourg was born in
1871 into a Jewish family which
faced horrific anti-semitism in Po-
land which was at the time under
Russian Tsarist rule.

At the age of 16 she joined a small
revolutionary group in Poland.

Three years later she had to flee
to Germany after the police caught
up with ber.

From there on she began to play a
Ieading role in arguing against reformism
incide the socialist movement.

Reformism is the belief that so-
cialism can be achieved through
slow changes brought about by par-
liamentary means and by gra ual
tinkering with the capitalist system.

This is still the view of Labour par-
ties worldwide.

At the time all socialists in
Germanywere organised in one

The leading supporter of

reformism in the party was Eduard
Bermstein.
Bemstein claimed that the growth

February 1914, Rosa
erxemburg was arrested
for inciting soldiers to
mutiny. /

The words she used were, “If

to murder our
they 9""’:::1,:,-’ foreign brothers,

then let us tell them: No, under no
circumstances”

OnAugust 4, 1914, l_.uxemburg’s
worst fears were realised.

The First World War started.d

rror the reformist lead-

er;l?lmeb gPD backed the war.

All its deputies voted for war
credits for ibe Kaiser’s

Rosa was imprisoned for most of
the war. £,

But even while languishing in a

of big monopolies meant that capi-
talism was less chaotic and was not
prone to economic Crisis.

This meant that socialists had to
look for gradual change.

The unions could win economic
concessions and a Labour party in
parliament could bring in legal re-
forms.

Luxembourg demolished this ar-
gument in a small pamphlet she
wrote, Social reform or revolution.

The big monopolies only raised
the scale of capitalist competition
higher.

The bigger companies try to use
their own governments and states to
put up tariff barriers leading to
greater conflicts between countries.

Rosa compared the unions to
Sisyphus—the legendary Greek god
who was compelled to roll a huge
stone to the top of the hill, which
constantly rolled back on him again,

The ‘unions were the organised
defence of labour against the attacks
of profit’— but they could never
abolish the system of exploitation it-

self.
Fighters

Rosa argued that it was the revo-
Jutionaries who would be the better
fighters for reforms because they did
not accept the limits of capitalism.

But those who rE:xalct:d their trust
completely in working through par-
liament “do not really choose a more
tranquil, calmer and slower road to
the same goal, but a different goal.

Instead of the establishment of a
new society they take a stand for the
surface modifications of the old so-
iety” . :

The 1905 Russian Revolution was
a tremendous inspiration for her.
The revolution began as a small

German jail she held firm to here
belief that the war could only be
stopped by a workers uprising.

Somme

As thousands died hourly for a
few feet of Belgian soil in the Bat-
tle of the Somme, she wrote,

“The madness will cease and the
bloody spectre of hell will disoppear
only when the workers of Germany
and France, of England and Russia

finally awaken from their frenzy, ex-

tend to one another the hand of
brotherhood, and drown the bestial
chorus of imperialist hyenas with
the old, mighty and thunderous bat-
tle-cry of labour: ‘Workers of all
countries unite!’”

strike over bonus payments for print-
ers and escalated from a mass strike
to the setting up of workers coun-
cil

s

After 1905, Rosa Luxemburg
wrote a book called The Mass
Strike to bring the lessons to a Ger-
man labour movement that was in-
creasingly tumning its back on work-
ers struggle.

Where most other socialists saw

These were not just stirring
words, she was proven right.

From mid-1918, anti-war rebel-
lion in Germany began to erupt.

Workers and soldiers councils
were established.

Finally in November 1918, up to
80,000 sailors in Kiel mufinied.

Within a few days the movement
had grown into a general strike in
the ships and factories.

It sounded the death knell of the
war and the start of the German
Revolution.

Though her part{, the SPD, had
voted for the war, it was not until
three weeks before her own death
and near the defeat of the revolu-
tionary upsurge that Rosa Luxem-
bourg established an independent

strikes solely as a defence mecha-
nism, she pointed out the revolution-
ary potential of mass strikes.

Strikers

When strikers come up against the
police, they can begin to ask whether
the state really is neutral and who
holds power in our society.

That socialism had to be created
from below, by the self activity of

M WAR T0 REVOLUTH

revolutionary party, the German
Communist Party.

The fact that Luxembourg
hadn’t built such a party before
this meant that socialists had no
real influence to direct the sponta-
neous workers uprising.

Decisive

In Russia on the other hand
Lenin for over a decade had pa-
tiently built the Bolsheviks until in
1917, the majority of workers were
either members of the Bolsheviks
or supporters of the revolution.

In Germany at the decisive mo-
ment of the revolution the
movement was provoked into an
attempt to take power by the

by TADHE
CAREY

the working class was at the centre
of her politics.

Workers create all the wealth in
this society and have the collective
power to smash their own exploita-
tion.

This is what she meant by saying
that “where the chains of capitalism
are forged, that is where they must
be broken"'

sacking of one of its representa-
tives.

The uprising did not carry the
full support of the working class.

Many were still loyal to the SPD.
This made it easier for the SPD to
sabotage the movement.

_The counter-revolution viciously
hit back. In the coming months
thousands were slaughtered.

The SPD government saw to it
that the army went around the
country drowning the revolutionin
streams of blood.

With her own death, Rosa
Luxemburg proved whatt she had
always argued.

. Those who want gradual change
in society, really stand for capital-
ism not socialism.
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Wednesday 13th: What did
Trotsky stand for
Wednesday 20th: Will there
always be nationalism?
Wednesday 27th: What
causes war?

Dublin Nortksido
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The Old Brogue, Dorset St
Tuesday 12th: What do

socialists say about crime?

Tuesday 19th: What causes
war?

Tuesday 26th: South Africa:

What will the elections

s

Trinity Inn Pearse St

Thursday 14th: Can the
working class change the

S
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LPO Box 1648, Dublin 8
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What are Irish troops

NO SACRIFICE] Ztieas o
FORTHE [ oo ot oho Pt woers wesen

doing in Somalia!

WHEN UN troops went to
Somalia in the first place,
the argument was made
that they were necessary to
ensure that food supplies
were not disrupted by war-
lords.

Iwas always sceptical.

After all, the last UN interven-
tion, in the Gulf War, resulted in
the deaths of hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqis without bringing
democracy to the region or fib-
eration for the Kurds. :

US-led interventions are moti-
vated by military and strategic
reasons rather than humanitarian
ones.

This quickly emerged in Soma-
lia when US troops found them-
selves killing the very people who
they were supposed to be help-

ln%;low that the Irish troops have
been involved in fighting its time
to raise the question once again
of exactly whose interests the
UN’s military intervention serves.
Dictators such as Sa{ddam
Hussein and General Aideed,
who in the past have been sup-
ported by the West, find their
popularity increasing in the face
of attacks from UN troops. 3
All troops should be wut&
drawn from Somalia at once, an

if Ireland wants to help the peo-
ple there we should send them
food, not bullets.

0 MARK SWEENEY,

won't create jobs

WE are reminded daily by
our political masters and
bosses to tighten our belts
and increase productivity or
lose our jobs.

Woage cuts have replaced
wage gains in many industries.
However, not everyone is being
forced to cut back in the face of
recession.

It seems there are those who
have found a way to defy the
laws of economics and logic to
actually prosper in bad times.

Michael Smurfit, millionaire
boss of Jefferson Smurfit Corpo-
ration, is to receive a whopping
£1.25 million bonus in the near
future. This is on top of his
£566,000 annual salary.

Big profits earn big bonuses,
we are told. The truth however
is different, and exposes the lies
and greed of the bosses,

Jefferson Smurfit Corpora-
tion actually lost money last

S %

Dublin

Pay restraint

' JOINUSY

B 1t you would like to join the SWM or receive M

year,and the year before, to the [J more details, send this slip fo: SWM, PO |

AFTER sisning on
the other day | was
handed a copy of
“The Bru”, the
newspaper of the
Irish Mational Or-
ganisation for the
Unemployed.

This calls the re-
cent “Programme
for Competitiveness
and Work” ‘“‘a pay
deal for those fortu-

nate enough to have
jobs, and cold cold
comfort for those
ithout”.

wtltthda]ms that “if
one percent of tr;ﬁ
national wage b

were devotedio::;

i new

fundmgwould be
money to
creat twelve thou-

d jobs”.
sand 1o alls for the

“link to be made be-
tween wage modera-
tion and actual job
creation”.

The recent fiasco
over the one percent
Jeyy shows why all
workers, employed,
or otherwise, must
reject these argu-
ments.

The bosses use the
threat of unemploy-
ment to drive down

wages.

The recent pay
deals are terrible for
those in work.

But they are only
accepted by workers
who are demoralised
and divided.

The INOU should

know better.
Q RICHARD
WILLIAMSON,
Dublin

tune of a massive £206 million!

Obviously incompetence in
high places is a highly reward- [
ing talent, but only the chosen
few can indulge in this absurd-

@ Box 1648, Dublin 8, Tel: (01) 872 2682 or
PO Box 103 Belfast 15 2AB

i Name
hile Smurfitis hailed
ile Smurfitis hailed as one

of our leading lights and an ex- i Address
ample to all, mere mortals such
as the unemployed are accused
daily of milking the economy
dry for collecting a paltry £55.60
a week.

Who is milking who?

0 STEPHEN BOYLE Dublin

Phone




etreat from

revolution
SNk Doyle reviows & wew book about thi

early years of the Irish state

RETREAT From Revolution, subtitied The Dail
Courts, 1920-24, charts the birth and the final
consolidation of the Irish judicial system.
ltuwesits&t:gr& from the court’s first appearance in the
early days of the War of , through the Truce, the
Treaty that followed it and the Civil War. Its development mir-
rored the defiance, confusion and ultimate disillusionment tak-
ing place on a large scale during those years.
The war being waged against crown forces often drove the
RIC into barracks and left the task of administering law to the
republicans. They operated in competition with British courts
and were soon hearing the lion’s share of cases.
Officials performed their duties under difficult and danger-
ous conditions. Hearings were held in houses, bams and out-
bouses and were frequently raided by the police or army. They
relied on local IRA units to carry out their decisions, a task the
volunteers applied themselves to with reluctance.
Under pressure from Griffiths to enforce judgments Cathal
Brugha, then Minister of Defence, said that he had “no fime
for courts, police or their ilk” .
But what began to emerge in 1920 was part of a vision Arthur
Griffith had long beld of a new, independent Ireland. The poor,
dwmte baving been told for centuries that the country belonged
to them, had no place in that vision.
Griffith was petitioned by landowners whose property was
falling into the of small farmers and farm labourers. The
author of this book, Mary Kotsonouris, has every sympathy
with Griffith in his desire to restore order and protect property.

Protect

But her account is worth reading for the light it throws on how
mblimnimwasmtfdmpmtedmeﬁchxusmmnisdwﬁbw
e long agitation that accompanies the war ofindependence with
all the fear that might have been expressed in the drawing rooms
of the ‘Big House',
“Unbrdled fury was vented on land, cattle and. frequently,
on the ranchers. There was little hesitation in using a patriotic
g\ﬁseloc!aimsolidaﬁtyinﬂnscads.md:wbmdingaprmpd-
ate beasts with the initials *SF’ or ‘IR’ or hanging a tricolour on
the lands that were seized. As ever, patriotism was at hand for
scoundrels to take refuge in.”
Griffith came to the landowners” rescne and republican courts
made it clear that nothing had changed. Citing an instance fol-
lowing protests against the first Dail count decision in Co Mayo,
the author fairdy gloats: “An IRA unit under Tom Maguire
rounded up some of the younger rebels and detained them on an
istand in Lough Corrib. After a week there they were ready to
agyee to promise unequivocal obedience to the orders of the
mll

Indeed, such was the zeal of these courts in executing their
decisions that they were praised by Unionist MPs in the House
of Commons.
Apart from its difficult beginnings the reader cannot help real-
ise the similarities the system bore to the one it was attempting to
lace.
q;ts administrators were drawn from the upper and middle
classes, with priests frequently sitting in judgment, and in some
cases from the old order itself. Describing a ceremony to mark
the transition of from the British authorities to the Insh
the anthor tells us: “‘One of the most intriguing survivors in the
Yard on 11 June 1924 must surely have been Mr Justice
Evelyn Wylie who had, as a British officer, ted William
Cosgrave at the court martial following the 1916 rebellion.”
She goes on 1o say: “Also prominent among the dignitaries
present was James Campbell, the Attomey General who had re-
fused Wylie's request that the captured men should be aliowed
defence counsel.
By the time De Valera came to power members of the Irish
judiciary were once again sporting the much hated wigs and
gowns.
As the author herself puts it, “In harmony with most legal sys-
tems of the time and of long after, they were primarily concemned
with the protection of property rather than the well being of per-

Sons.
M Retreat from revolution by Mary Kotsonouris, Irish Academic

[———— e )
Chanie Rosenburg reviews the re-

issue of Ignazio Silone’s best book

e e— e )
A YEAR after the publication of Ignazio
Silone's Fontamara In 1933 it became a
best-seller in 14 countries, moving many
to become active revolutionaries.

After its disappearance
for many years, Redwords
have now re-published this
magnificent classic.

Fontamara is the tale of
a small village in Southem
Italy under the heel of Mus-
solini’s fascism in the
1920s. It starts with the cen-
turies old unchanging cycle
of the peasants’ lives—
grinding poverty, perpetual
double crossing by their ur-
ban exploiters, and bread-
line survival,

It leads on to the rapid
changes brought by new
superexploiters, who are
backed at every stage with
new laws and new taxes
levied by the fascist
govemment,

The two souls of the
peasant vie with each other
to find a way out. One is to
fight for salvation for your
own self and family against
the other peasant families
suffering the same plight.

The other is 10 unite and
fight together against the
exploiters for the benefit of
all

Fontamara traces the
transition from the one to
the other brilliantly, as the
pressure on the peasants
becomes intolerable.

In fact, that is the whole
purpose of the book.

The mayor in Fontamara
steals the water that irmi-
gated the peasants' tiny
plots by diverting the stream
from the village to his own
lands.

The women march to
town to protest to the mayor
and extract a promisc of
three rs of the water
for the mayor and three
quarters of the rest for
Fontamara.

They fail to comprehend
the arithmetical trick but go
home.

When the waters are ac-
tually divided and the peas-
ants see that they have been
given practically no waterat
all there is uproar.

There is no way the peas-
ants can agree to the theft
of their water as their food
supply depends on il—the
unirrigated land pays the
debts and taxes.

The ' dilemma is
embodied in a landless
peasant, Berardo, who, be-
ing bolder than the rest, they
look up to as their leader.

Berardo was suspected of
being behind the buming
down of the mayor's fence
enclosing stolen common
grazing ground.

But he falls in love and
stops caring for the peasants
interests. He goes to town
to earn money and marry.

However, a police report
on his previous conduct,
prevents him genting a job
and he eventually land in
prison, together with a revo-
lutionary he meets.

A day and night of fervid
discussion in prison with the
revolutionary brings him
back to the revolutionary
path, but this time not to the
saboteur’s cry of ‘fire’ but
to the socialist's cry of
‘unity’.

To secure the revolution-
ary's freedom Berardo takes
the blame for his illegal lit-
erature and is tortured.

Their intensificd persecu-
tion, and what happened
to Berardo, rapidly turn the
peasants from a quarrel-
some collection of “each
against all" into a commu-
nal group of revolutionarics.

Rise Up

In a nearby village the
peasants rise up against
their exploiters.

In Fontamara they unite
to produce a revolutionary
paper which they distribute
in surrounding villages.

A bare outline of the plot
of the book cannot begin to
give a flavour of its passion,
its bitter humour, in great
artistry.

Ignazio Silonc was born
in 1900 and brought up in
the small town of Pescina,
the son of a small land-
owner and weaver.

He was forced to leave
Italy after Mussolini's
March on Rome in 1922,
but returned in 1925 to en-
gage in illegal work, He
spent a number of brief pe-
nods in prison.

There could not be a
more fitting background for
the production of a great
novel of political propa-
ganda against fascism.

B Fontamara, by Ignazio Silone,
£5.00 +£1 pép Imm'swnnoh.
PO Box 1648, Dublin 8
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Rainig Stones

Garret Dowling
reviews Ken
Loach’s new film

KEN Loach’s Raining
Stones is his latest film
dealing with the realities
of life in Britain today.

Set in the north of England, it
deals with an unemployed Lao-
cashire labourer’s desperate at-
tempts to try and make ends
meet and provide his daughter
with a dress for her first com-
munion.

What should be a fairly casy
thing to do is in fact a struggle
made all the harder by Bob
Williams® (played by Bruce

Jones) van being stolen at the start
of the film.

" Vaﬁo}:s nixers, such as clean-
ing drains and stealing the turf

from the local Conservative As-

sociation, don't solve any prob-
lems.

In fact cleaning drains only

shit!

The local parish priest offers a
second-hand dress but his offer is
refused because Bob's daughter is
going to have *“a proper dress like
everybody else”.

In the end he turns to a money-
lender.

Problems get worse when the
moneylender gets nasty.

The film s both funny and sad and
cannot but make you feel angry.

By showing the realities of life
for millions of people in Britain
(and Ireland), it avoids being con-
descending or patronising.

The dress problemis solved and
there is a "‘happy ending”, but the
real problems remain,

'X}le film is, through its realism,
an indictment of the system we
live under.

It’s also very good.



by DAVID
DUNNE

BUILDING workers
are planning a na-
tional strike
against the C$%
system.

Up until recently C45s
were used by sub-con-
tractors waiting for their
official tax clearance cer-
tificate (C2), but now
employees are being
pressurised into the
scheme.

The pressure is coming
from employers who are try-
ing to cut their costs at the
expense of the workers, who
are losing their rights rapidly

70,000 workers in the trade
are employed in the C45
scheme, the numbers are in.
creasing steadily.

€Ccent meetings in Cork,

Limerick, Waterford, Kil-
kenny, Wexford and Galway
held by Construction Unions'
National Campaign against
C45s showed an overwhelm-

ing majority vote against the
scheme.

One plumber told Social-
ist Worker:

“It's going to lead to adog
eat dog situation, as those
who are honest will be
screwed by cowboys in the
trade.”

“Some lads being taken on
are told to start up on the C45
or forget about the job alto-
gether,” claimed a Union
shop steward on site in Dub-
lin.

As there were 12 deaths
and hundreds of injuries last
year in the industry, many
fear that the removal on in-
jury and mortality benefit is
one of the lowest blows.

This injustice must stop
now. Support needs to be
built for the strike in April.
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Irish Rail Strike

MANAGEMENT in
Irish Rail are threat-
ening to press
ahead with attacks
on train drivers’ con-
ditions.

They want to reduce
manning levels on trains
and cut back on over-
time.

The changes were due
to be imposed just after
Easter.

But drivers from both
SIPTU and the NBRU

are resisting the attack.

They have the backing
of other groups of Irish
Rail workers.

An AEU shop steward
said:

“Management would
be foolish to take on the
drivers. They are united
against this.”

He felt the company
might even try to lock
other workers out.

“But this will only
unite us all against
them.”

TEAM Aer Lingus

THE bosses at TEAM Aer Lingus think that
they were sold a pig in a poke.

They had demanded that workers accept 13 hour
day shifts, a pay freeze and time and a quarter for
overtime. They did not get any of these.

Instead after lengthy negotiations an agreement
was reached which brought some changes in
workpractices and also voluntary redundancies.

But now the company have claimed that “having
looked at the agreement in the cold light of day, they

found it of little value.”

One worker summed up the reaction at TEAM.
*“The agreement was signed sealed and delivered. The
management can take a running jump".

TEACHING staif In DIT
and RTC colleges staged
two one-day sirikes as
part of their pay claim.

Most teachers are stuck on
the middle grade of a three-
grade system. When they
reach the top point of the pay
scale, they cannot get further
incremental pay rises.

The teachers want recog-
nition for the fact that their
work is as demanding as that
of university lecturers. They
also want the right to pro-
motion to the next grade up.

After the second simike, the
Department of Education made
a proposal for settling the dis-
pute—but it fell far short of the
teachers’ demands.

One TUI activist told Social-
ist Worker:

“It's going to take a long
time. but the strikes are abso-
lutely solid—only two teachers
crossed the picket in the whale
of Dublin."

Waterford

DOCK workers at Wa-
terford Port have
placed unofficial pick-
ets on the new Frank
Cassin whari.

The pickets are protesting

and are faced with a “take it
or leave it” situation.
The rights being lost in-

against the employment of non-
upion dock labour who are be-
ing bussed in from wound the

= = [British Telecom

AS the strike in Nolans Transport in New

clude the 39 hour week, holi-
day pay, sick benefits, social
welfare benefits and numer-
ous protective laws which
don't apply under the C45.

The loss of ‘wet pay’ seri-
ously affected builders par-
ticularly in bad winters,
whereas builders still em-
ployed under PAYE were
able to claim benefit.

There is.bad news for ap-
prénnces, previously well
looked after in the trade, be-
cause employers have real-
ised they can costs and pay
smaller wages to C45 work-
ers.
In a recent estimation by
construction unions the fg-
ures show over half the

by company thugs.

found gui

strike.

Ross moves into its second year, the cam-

paign of violence against the strikers has
taken a vicious turn.

Already, the strikers have had rubble dumped
beside their caravan, and pickets were beaten up

In early March, one of the striker's car was shot
at. He found a bullet from an air rifle lying on the
passenger seat; it appeared to have been fired
through the car window.

This represents another siep in the efforts to
intimidate the strikers. The company has been
of unfair dismissal for sacking work-
ers for joining a union.

Despite the continuing violence, SIPTU have still
failed to call for blacking action against Nolans.

It seems that even being shot at is not enough
to force them to make a serious effort to win the

Nestie

PRODUCTION work-
ers at Nestle in
Tallaght staged a half-
hour work stoppage
at the end of March.

As part of their claim
for a 3 per cent pay rise
due under the last PESP,
they refused to co-oper-
ate with the company’s
1ISO9000 quality pro-
gramme.

When the company
said it would dock them
half an hour's pay, they
stopped work and stayed
in the cloakroom until
their tea-break was due.

Issues for the Labour Movement

IN December, 85% of Brit-
ish Telecom operators
voted to strike against
BT'’s proposals to abolish
night allowances, week-
end premiums and cuts
in Bank holiday pay.

This brought management
back tothe negotiating table. But
ez have been few welcome de-
velopments for workers.

It is obvious that the Union of
Communications Workers offi-
cials are willing to forego some
of the operators hard won gains
in order to maintain good rela-
tions with management.

Now the bosses of BT have
come up with a new scheme —
Release 94 —which is a voluntary

dundancy package suppossedly
offered to those who wish to leave
to provide a more “efficent’ and

"streamlined’ workforce.

But in Northern Ircland BT
have tried to force out unwilling
engineers while refusing to relase
operalors who want to leave,

Release 94 may be used as a
distraction from the allowance
issuc which BT may be hoping
to slip in by the back door. ltcould
also pave the way for casyal em-
ployment and staff agency temps.

One UCW member told So-
cialist Worker :

“There is a growing fecling of
anger among BT workers. At un-
ion meetings many workers have
called for action,

The conscnsus is that neither
the latest offer on allowances nor
Release 94 should be accepted,
The only way 1o fight is 1a stage
walk-outs. This would hurt the
company whe are facing in-
creased competitioin from Mer-
cury and cable companics™

by KIERAN GLENNON

Whose side are the union officials on?

country.

Under a new yellow pack
scheme these dockers are work-
ing for only two thirds of the
established union rate in Wa-
terford port.

The employers are Water-
ford Multi-Port—a wholly
owned subsidary of Bellferry

One of the strikers told So-
cialist Worker, *"The ATGWU
should make this strike official,
They should not be hamstrung
by the Industrial Relations Act.

“They should be calling on
their union members at
Bellferry not to co-operate in
any way with this non-union
operation”

A victory for the workers
would stop any further attempts
to bring in new cheap labour
schemes,

MANY socialists and trade
unionists have asked thg:m-
selves this question, particu-
larly after their official has
recommended a worthless
deal.

The answer to the question is :
neither. i

Socialists argue that society is
split into two main classes : em-
ployers and workers.Trade union
officials don’t fall into either cat-

egory.
gm'Z don't suffer like their members
from fow pay, the threat of redun-
dancy or from being pushed around
by the boss. $ .
And although L;)r:on fofflc:els rr.ntag
mploy large numbers o ple, iti
ﬁotpthn); thrgt ives the o;if:‘i)als their
economic and social status.
Instead, the role of the official is to
balance between these two main
classes. Essentially, their job is to act
as a mediator between bosses and
workers by being professional nego-

tiators. -
i lains why, at the drop of a
ha-tr,hllis\:ﬁg runnirrg to conciliation

officers or the Labour Court. Endless
meetings with such third parties mean
that the officials’ professional skills
become more important than the col-
lective power of the rank and file
members. x

The same process lies behind the
new Programme for Competitiveness
and Worl )

If wage levels were determined by
a simple head to head battle between
employers and workers, the officials
would be left on the sidelines. So in
order to preserve their own position,
the officials push the idea of “social
partnership”—the PNR, the PESP and

(hf\ll this P'ing in the wind serves to
disguise the officials’ unwillingness to
really take on the bosses. Instead we
get a load of ’Palaver about “the na-
tional interest” and “all in it together”.

Threat

To an extent, they’re all in it to-
her. During the PCW talks, the Irish
%Enesreponed how the union officials
and the employers’ negotiators would
share steak sandwiches and even a
friendly singsong.
l1The ;rosg%e?:t %f workers going on

strike is a direct threat to such cosy
arrangements. A picket line puts the
power back in the hands of the rank
and file members and upsets the ma-
chinery of negotiation. That's why of-
ficials are so keen to avoid strikes.

They have largely given up on the
idea of workers’ demands being won
through industrial action, This is the
legacy of defeats suffered in the re-
cent past—the 1984-85 miners’ strike
in Britain, the Waterford Glass strike
in 1987 and so on.

Industrial action is now dismissed
as being “old-fashioned”, and talks
and negotiations are all that is left. And
if those don’t work the officials shrug
their shoulders and say they tried.

However every so often they need
to wave a big stick at the employers.
In such cases they will stage a care-
fully controlled strike—usually a to-
ken action like a one-day stoppage.

But once the employer has been
suitably scared, it's back to work and
back around the table. The militant
talk is then put back on the shelf to
gather more dust.

This happened last year in the run-
up to the PCW.

The public service union, IMPACT,
staged two strikes in the health serv-

ice. Although thousands of workers
were involved, both strikes were
called off when further gains could
have been won.

The officials wanted to give their
members a chance to let off some of
their anger at the government, while
at the same time, putting manners on
the government negotiators.

No Strike

But then the same officials recom-
mended acceptance of a Programme
that contains a no-strike clause for the
public service,

Many workers are quite rightly dis-
gusted at the sellouts of the bureau-
crats and the huge salaries they earn.
But how can we counteract their be-
trayals?

The way to get round the restrain-
ing influence of the officials is to
build up a strong rank and file confi-
dence ?ﬁ‘ainst the employer, as well
as a tradition of solidarity with other
workers regardless of what union
th(::[y are in,

he principle of James Connolly
was that the fighting spirit of work-
ers is far more important than even
the most perfect union machine.

The very militant Clyde Shop Stew-
ards said in their day, the officials
should be supported only so long as
they rightly represent the workers,
and the rank and file should act in-
dependently of them when they
don't.

Officials should be elected by the
members, not appointed by head of-
fice. If the( don’t deliver the goods
they should be un-elected and re-
placed.

They should not be paid more than
their members earn. Above all, they
should be subject to their members’
instructions,

But at the end of the day, there is
only one answer to the existence of
the union bureaucracy, a strong and
confident workforce.

In the longer term, even the most
democratic union organisation has to
sit down for negotiations with the
employers. Inevitably any large un-
ion is going to develop a group of
ifyI" timers cut off from the rank and

ile.

That's why the real task of socialists
in a workplace is to not just to build
strong union organisation, but a party
that can lead workers to take over the
running of the whole of society.
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SACK THIS
RACIST

PROFES

The rich aren’t paying-
so why should we?

FROM the start of this
month the Tories insist that
we pay tax on every watt of
electricity, every cubic me-
tre of gas, every drop or
lump of coal we use.

I As usual with Tory policies, it is
~ the poor who will pay most. Work-
1 ing class people are more likely to
be living in damp housing which

costs more to heat.

Anyorpe living in a Housing Ex-
ecutive house has to use smokeless
fuel. This can cost £4-£6 a week
more than the ordinary coal which
people living in owner-occupied
houses can bum.

As if all this wasn’t enough, tens
of thousands of the wealthiest peo-
ple in Britain and Northem Ireland
escaped VAT on fuel altogether by

paying their bills in advance.

Up to £1,000 million was handed
to the gas and electricity companies
before April 1st. This allowed them
10 avoid VAT at § percent this year
and 17.5 percent from next April.

How many working class people
can afford to pay their fuel bills one
year in advance,

It’s more of one law for the rich
and another for the poor.

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke had
the nerve to claim his tax rises
would not really hurt. He said the
average family would be “only three
pints of beer a week™ worse off.

Everyone knows it is getting more
and more difficult to make ends
meet. Pensioners are only getting
between 50p and 70p a week more
to help them meet the new VAT
charges. Those on Income Support
are getting nothing,

The Tories counld not have got
this measure through without the
support of the Unionist Party.

The Unionist Party come from the
same class as the Tories. They do
Dot give adamn about working class
people. All their talk about main-
taining “the constitutional position’
is really only about keeping their
little privileges.

Instead of letting the Unionists
and the Tories divide us workers
should unite to fight this hated tax.
We should be lodging big pay
claims as a compensation.

We should also wm the coming
Mayday in Belfast into a massive
display of united workers anger

3,

RICHARD Lynn, Professor of
Psychology at the National Uni-
versity of Ulster, has got links
with the fascist organiser David
irving.

Both are members of the Chelsea Group,
This Is a far right think thank that gives a
respectable cover to racist ideas.

Lynn claims he is doing research on why
Black people are less intelligent than
whites. The research is funded by another
neo-Nazi foundation.

The Pioneer Fnnd in America gave
£30.000 for Lynn's supposed research.

Lynn has also written artides for a far
right magazine in America, Mankind Ql_mn
terly, which is also run by racists. The Nazl
scientist Baron Otmar von Vershuler was
a past ediforial advisor te the magazine.

Noust the Anti-Nazi League in Bdfast are

ting a major campaign to expose the
activities of Lynn who lecturers to hun-
dreds of students in Coleraine.

The British fascist party the BNP are
trying to get organised in the North. They
hope to use the sectarian divisions that
haver been fostered between Catholics and
Protestant to get a platform for their rac-
Ist poison.

In the Coleraine area, fascist graffiti has
started to appear. The town was once used
as a base by Martin Webster, a leading
member of the fascist National Front in
Britain.

Lynn’s racist propaganda can only help
to make fascist ideas respectable. This is
why it is sop important to demand that he
be sacked from his post in Coleraine.

MEANWHILE in Belfast mem-
bers of the Anti-Nazi League
have been leafletting support-
ers of the Crusaders team in
Belfast.

Their target is the BNP graffiti that has
started to appear around the ground. Oge
or two Nazis have taken to bringing a BNP
banner to the matches in the colours of the
team -- red, white and black.

The ANL leaflet with the headline *Kick
Fascism out of Football’ was distributed
to hundreds of supporters who are drawd
mainly from the Shore Road area of Nerth
Belfast.

The leaflet pointed to groups like Rang:
ers against the Nazis and Spurs against the
Nazis as examples of football supporters
groups who set ovt to clean their terraces
of Nazi scum. .

When the ANL approached the Crusad-
ers official supporters club about the ac:
tivities of the BNP they got a sympatbetic
hearing.

One official told the ANL, “We don’t
know who these people are. But when W€
do we will kick them out".




