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IF YOU want to spend

by EAMONN McCANN

the rest of this year spit- !
ting boot leather, follow
the line of the trade union
leaders.

Thebosses are all set to
put the boot in, And they
must be encouraged 'by
the fact that, meanwhile,
the ICTU fumbles and
pussy-foots around.

Not only has the ICTU
leadership made no attempt to
organise at the grass roots to
fight back against the em-
ployers’ offensive.

They haven't even made a
decent effort to coumter the
the propaganda con-job which
the FUE and the government

have organistd to blame wor-
kers for the crisis.

The result is that in indus-
try after ingustry, while prices
roar ahead and taxation slashes
deeper into workers’ pay pac-
kets, there is no real sign of
militant opposition emerging.

The propaganda has had its
effect.

And no-wonder. The lie
that workers have created the
current mess by pressing fc_)t
higher wages, and that public
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service workers in particular
areaburden on the rest of the
community, has been allowed
to go almost unchallenged.
Clap-trap such as “We have
priced ourselves out of world
markets;” drivel like “We have
been paying ourselves more
than we have earned;” hog-
wash along the lines “Growth
in the public service is out of
control”: all this has become
the standard daily diatribe of
the media’s misery merchants.
And it's being believed.
Despite pockets of resistence
— and aggressive counter at
tacks such as at Ranks, Clon
dalkin, Kingdom Tubes and

so forth — the general ex-
perience is of workers echoing
boss-talk. . . “We're lucky to

have jobs at all.”

This perception leads to
docility and demoralisation.

For every highly-publicised
occupation and refusal to go
quietly down the road, there
are a dozen examples of wor-
kers accepting redundancies,
wage freezes and even wage
cuts without fuss or fight-back.

That’s the reality, and it’s
perfectly understandable. In
the absence of any funda
mental challenge to the econ-
omic system, it is logical and
inevitable that workers will
only consider the options that
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Tax marches are one thing but the ICTU wont mobilise on pay.

TAX AND WAGES
MAKE THE BOSSES PAY

are open to them WITHIN the
present system.

And within those limits,
people with jobs ARE lucky.
And as they Took at the leng-
thening dole queues, they’d
be fools to tempt fate by
pushing their luck too far.

Clearly, leaders who con-
sider themselves part of the
present system can do nothing
to lead anyone out of this
impasse.

And every statement that
comes
makes it clear that the ICTU
sees itself in that category.

Congress accepts that “the
country” is in crisis and that
“all sections of the community”
will have to. tighten their various
belts for the time being.

On television, radio and in

_the press union leaders alter-

nate between breathing fire
and brimstone about the evils
of the government’s economic
strategy — and insisting that
unions will play their part in
making the strategy work.
The result is confusion and
hesitancy on all sides — to the
extent that although every
section of the working class
has been due a rise since at
least the beginning of March
— some since the end of last
November — no major group

Movement

from Congress HQ .
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is yet in a position to set the
pace for the new round.

Instead many groups are -

looking warily around them to
see who will be the first into
action — or, more likely into
the Labour Court — to estab-
lish a “‘norm” which the rest
of us can use as a bench-mark.

No major section has the
look of people shaping up for
a fight.

There is no possibility, of

course, of the tame leopards
who romp around Raglan Road

suddenly changing spots and [
trying to rally the working [

class for a rumble with the
bosses and the bosses’ govern-
ment.

would not feel isolated, fac-
tory by factory, fighting to
save their own jobs, possibly
at the expense of other jobs or
at the price of a wage cut.
They would sense themselves
as part of a class fighting to-
gether for a fundamentally
different way of organising
things. . . a fight of which the
struggle for a decent pay

'settlement this time round

would be an integral part.
But, obviously, this is mere
wishful thinking. There is no

‘lead going to come from Con-

gress, or from the top leader-

If they‘did, the situation 8
would be transformed. Workers [¢

Waterfo

ship of the biggest unions.

The campaign for a fight-back
has to be waged on the shop-floor.

And-when resistence hap-
pens — as at Ranks — every ef-
fort must be made to broaden
it, to link up with it from out-
side, if possible to form or-
ganisational links between one
action and another.

IF GARRETT Fitzgerald were to
\be believed then its just plain greed
and selfighness that has got this
country where it is.

Not mind you the greed of
Fitzgerald’s own friends in business

— but the rest of us who are look-
‘ing for higher wages. ;

When workers occupy to defend
their jobs then, according to Prof.
_Fitzgerald they become the biggest
criminals of all. They are just scar-
ing away investors who are knock-
ing at the door to provide us with
jobs.

It is high time that a different
side of the story was heard.

In April a jobs march will go
from Cork to Dublin. It will high-
light the fact that the majority of
.unemployed want to work and get
no joy living on peanut.

“The People’s March for Decent
Jobs" is on again for the second
year running. The march will leave
Cork on April 25th and will arrive
in Dublin on May 1st.

The route will be through Dun-
garvan, Waterford, Kilkenny, Car- *
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And it has to be realised
that, while an ounce of action
is worth a ton of theory, no
fight will succeed in the end if
it fails to challenge not just
the management directly in a
particular firing line, but the
whole creaking system of
which every poor - mouthing

management is part.

Build the
jobs march

low, and Newbridge. It will be met
by coach loads of workers and un-

_ employed in all the major towns.

It will also join up with the
Dublin Trades Council Demonstra-
tion in Dublin.

The major theme of this year's -
march will be:

Bpposition to all redundancies and
closures. - .
Occupy to demand nationalisation
without loss of jobs. «

There will be 50 unemployed
marching and they will also be
doing public mestings, visiting fac-
tories and supporting strikes, sit-ins
or any other struggles they encoun-
ter on the march. 7

So get along and meet the mar-
chers on May 1st and show your
support. o

The march will also be follow
ed by a Rock gig.

If you get sick every time you
see Fitzgerald, then this is the
march for you. Get on it! Build to

support it. And above all continue

the fight once the march is over.

by PADDY CARROLL
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E.J,uring 1983 we need £1000 for the produc- a5
tlop of THE WORKER. The money is needed
to improve the regularity and quality of the

We have no advertises or rich backers to
pay for its production. We are appealing to all
our supporters and readers to send a donation

~ With each issue we will keep you informed
of the progress towards our £1000 target.

The total to date is £497. Thanks to all who

donated and keep the money pouring in!

The Worker, 41 Herberton Park, Rialto,
Dub!in 8. (Cheques payable to ‘The Warker.”)
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Women-only Demos
No Way Forward

o el
THE SITING of nuclear H

weapons in Europe has met
with massive opposition,

FIGHT ATTACKS ON GAYS

power to the police and courts
which would be used against the
poor and oppressed. G
In Britain, for example, in
order to deal with the continuing
crime of rape against women many
feminists called for tougher po!lce
measures. Rather than making
gains for women, the demand

) ademon- © More than this, judges want to

Sotll'\;tIY(l)An F::gci)-lk 1|:3aace which uphold the sol-callned mord ﬁ:lre of

i : capitalist society.’Their morais are

was the first spark of re based on oppression and vietim-

sistence to the continuing isation. The oppression of women

victimisation and discrim-  and the caoitalist morality of a
ination of gays in Ireland.

“woman’s place is in the home

Jooking after her children and her

and non-gays

CND in Britain, the Greens
in Germany and demonstrat-
ions throughout Europe have
successfully resonated the
message loud and clear: No to
Nuclear weapons.

Within that movement women
have had a special focus. Greenham
Common, where women have
staged a protest around the pro- #
posad Cruis

Women for Peace movement in-
volving many
women.

The ripples of that movement
have been felt in Ireland. With the ¢
Southern Republic formally out-
side NATO, the issue of hosting
miissile sites has not been directly

. relevant. But many of the ideas of
the peace movement —particularly
the role of women in that move-
ment, have struck a chord among
some people here.

I

_ Down Dublin's Grafton Street,.
for example, on International
Women's Day this year, a couple
of umndred Irish women chanted
“Take the toys offthe Boys™ under
the theme of women for peace.

Obviously suppart for the cam-
paign against muclear weapons,
against the war-mongering of That-
cher and Reagan_ has to be built as
much here, inIreland, as anywhere
else. However, the special, some-
times exdusive, emphasis on wo-
men in that fight is both misplaced .
and riddled with strange political
condusions.

First, wars are not either the
invention, nar the preserve of men
Golda Meir and Margaret Thatcher,
to mame only two particularly
hawkish women rulers, prove that.
Equally war is not the expression
of nasty human nature, male or
otherwise. The Two Wodd Wars,
Vietnam and the Faulkdands were
not the result of pent-up maleag-
gression. They were the result of
international capitalist competit-
ion, struggles for “spheres of in-
fluence.” of imperialismand bosses
forging new markets. As such, they

e

are not our wars for we gain no-

[

thing from them They are our
rulers’ wars. Not “boys” wars, but
ruling ¢ wars.

(\

se mussile site, has been )
only part of a big Intermatiomal ™ ~

thousands of

3 4

It 1s not then particularly,
women who should oppose them.
Rather the whole of the working
class — men and women — must
together oppose Thatcher’s pat-
riotism or Reagan’s warmongering.
The message must be as it was from
the German socialist Karl Lieb-
* necht in the First World War: “We
want nothing to do with your
wars. The enemy is at home.”

Yet the Greenham Common
women argue that it is particularly
women who are concerned with
peace: “Women are the bearers of
life” and as mothershave a special
concern with the threat of nuclear
war. The argument is dangerously
conservative and to boot an insult
to women. The emphasis on the
mother role pushes women back to
the traditional, passive, procreatory
objects that makes nonsense of the
long fight for control of our fer-
tility. Must we say it again? We
are not exclusively mothers.
Secondly, the implication is that
women, “bearers of life”, are in-
stinctively peace-loving. We are not.
Women in the North or occupying
the Ranks factory are as deter-
mined, “aggressive”, ‘“violent”
fighters as any male.

It is presumably following the
argument that it is male wars, and
that women are particularly con-
cerned with peace, that has led the
Greenham Common protest to
have insisted on women only
events. Certainly women being

off in front of television
cameras may have made more of
an impact on the news and caught
.the imaginationof such newspapers
as the “Guardian”, but haven't
they also become easier for the
government to handle than, say, a
massive demonstration against the

DO ! a

been women-only restricted the
amount of men, and women (who
cannot so easily leave house and

home for a week’s stay at a peace
camp) who have become involved?

Surely stopping Cruise is about
more than the principle of non-
violent women-only resistence, The
movement has to be made as big
and as effective as possible and
that means not being “‘exclusive”,
but including everyone that can
do something against Cruise.

The importance of locating the
enemy and of how you fight it is
not only relevant to the Greenham
Common protest. It carries lessons
for us here, as we fight the ame;
dment. The fact that the amend-
ment attacks women does not
mean that either all men support
it or that women alone should
fight it. Nuala Fennell is in favour
of it and many socialist men are
against it. We need a massive mix-
ed campaign against Nuala, Gem-
ma and the boys.

by MARNIE HOLBOROW

Nicky Kelly- Anger Mounts

It i$ not often that the police
have to admit to a frame up.

But in 1980, two prisoners
Osgur Breathnach and Brian
McNally, were freed after an
appeal court found that state-
ments used to convict them
‘were lies. A case of justice
winning through, you might
think. Not quite. The third
defendent. Nicky Kelly, is still
in prison serving a 12 year
sentence for a crime he did
not commit. Why?

Gays
alike marched from Dub-
lin’s Liberty Hall to de-
mand the immediate re-
peal of legislation that de-
fines gays as criminals and
protest against the de-
cision of Justice Gannon
in letting the murderers
of Declan Flynn go free.

Justice Gannon’s leniency was
based on the fact that the gang
who murdered Declah Flynn were
“respectable”. This same gang ad-
mitted at least twenty cases of
planned assault. Moreover-it be-
came clear after the judgeme_nt,
that the Gardai had turned a blind
eye to many assaults on gays.

The Declan Flynn murder
shows up as clear as day the
twisted face of Irish justice.

Capitalist law is directed first
and foremost against the working
class and poor in Society. Justice
O Huaigh has become famous
among the poor of Dublin for his
fascist-like dealings with those whc
are brought before him. Looking
over his glasses at his morning
sessions in Court No 6 he shouts
at and degrades those before him.

His sentences are designed — as
are his insults — to simply punish
without any regard to the contin-
uing sickness of poverty and want
in capitalist society which causes
crime.

man’ means that judges will there-
fore’ be more inclined to treat
women with contempt. In many
fape cases an excuse 1S often ac-
cepted that the woman le'(i"men
on, or was “asking for-it by
wearing a mini-skirt. Because Wo-

en are oppressed, the law is op-
pressive to womer.

The same conclusion can be

drawn for gay men and women. It
is not proper in bourgeous eyes for

gays to be walking the streets at
night. And if they get beaten or
murdered, well surely they were
asking for it.

Hence a woman Wwho stea_ls
from a supermarket will get siX
months. A factory worker who
takes home a spare part for a
machine will get six months. But
a gang of “respectable” lads mur- -
dering a homosexual is a little
more understandable.

The attitudes of judges under
capitalism is like the rest of the
ruling class — hammer the workers
and treat the oppressed with drac-
onian laws and double standards.

However it would be a mistake -
to call for harsher sentences to be
introduced to deal with attacks on
gays. Demanding a tougher ap-
proach from eppittilist counts add
judges will do nothing to protect
gays from attack.

The only real effect of such a
demand would be to give greater

:mply strengthens the hand of
:ll:‘,lpaithorities to be tougher on
all “crime”” which means.the cops
getting tougher in working class
areali; the end it rebounds on gays
and women. A stronger poh;e will
be more efficient at rounding up
gays as they did after the Charles
Self murder. The police cannot be
counted on to defend gays — the
Gardai uphold the “law.” and that
law is the toughest in Europe
AGAINST homosexuals.

Capitalism fills peopl'es heads
with every kind of stupid super-

stition and prejudice. When wor-
kers are: fighting the boss, the
power of these silly anFI dangerous
ideas against gays, etc. 18 weakened.
But when workers feel weak .and
lack the self-copfidence to flght
they find some solace in prejudlc?.

No matter how unpopular it
makes them, socialists must con-
stantly fight these ideasand defend
the rights of the oppressed. The
best and only defence for the op-
pressed is a strong, selfconfident
and fighting working class.

It is the class system and
the capitalist mess that is‘the
root cause of all oppression.
Women’s liberation, gay liber-
ation and indeed the liberation
of those who suffer under the
jackboot of the British Army
in the North can only be truly
realised when a party is
built which organises the wor-
kers to smash the system for

ever.
by DERMOT BYRNE

Nicky Kelly suffered horrific
torture at the hands of the noto-
rious Heavy Gang. Two doctors
testified that he had extensive
bruising and swelling. The Heavy
Gang was formed inside the Garda
for one purpose—beating confes-

sions out of republicans and soc-
ialists. The case of Nicky Kelly,
Breathnach and McNally highligh-
ed their activities and led to their
official disbandment.

After this experience Nicky
Kelly made a fairly rational dec-

Information on Nicky Kelly supplied
from Release Committee

11, Grange Terrace,

Blackrock, Co Dublin;

Tel: 801438 - 331463

by Goretti Horgan

THE ANTI- Amendment Cam-
That is what the mew wording
up with for the Amendment

1o greater victories by bringing
the arguments against ANY ant
sbortion amendment to the
peaple who havs the power 1o
stop it ~ the working class.
While this new wording is a
major victroy — sincd it leaves
the way open fpr the Dail to
legalise abortion — ws rmust be
clear that we are totally against

right wing attack on women it
no coincidenca that it is being
introduced now at a time of
grewing unemployment and
despening recession.

Putting any anti-abortion

paign havs won a massive victory.
which the government has come

mesns. The push must now be on

ANY amendment and why. This
Amendment is part of a broader

amendment into the constitution

ANTI-AMENDMENT

is a way of saying to women

“You have no right over your
body; you have no right to hay
sax without getting pregnant;
your role is in the home with
your children, not as part of the
work-force. It puts women, es-
pecially, in the role of scapegoat
for capitalism — portraying them
as somehow less worthy of a job,
_ as that part of the work-force
= that should be last hired and
first fired. The ideas behind the
amendment are a way of dividing
wormen and men workers in
order to rule them.

Thera.is a real lull in the
Anti-Amendment Campaign at
the moment as it becomes more
and more possible that the
referandum may he dropped
7 altogether. This gives a real op-

15 portunity to those of us wha
want to ses the legal and safe
abortion available here in Ireland
frea on tha National Health on
demand. We can strass that the
amendment will malke no differ-
ence to the thousands of Irish

CAMPAIGN

women who go to England every
year for abortions — they will go
anyway.

In fact with the present
economic situation, cut backs in
health services, education and
the public sector generally, more
and more women are being
forced to have abortions from
economic necessity. There can,
then, be nothing ““pro-life”” about
such a meaningless hypocritical
step taken under these circum-
stances.

More than that, the present
law has to be attacked. Under
that law, abortion is prohibited
under any cir , even

born women. Most people in
Ireland are against abortion on
demand; we realise that. But the
majority of Irish people don't
put abottion for a woman who
has been raped or whose life is
endangered by the pregnancy in
the same category as abortion on
d d. And whatever people’s
views on abortion, they don't
want to see a woman put in jail
because of having an abortion.

There's no doubt about it but
the present situation is a major
Victory for the Anti Amendment
Campaign. The right wing have

when a woman’s health is in dan-
ger, or even where 1 is

ted t

1 th Ives, even if
the amendment goes to the

preganant as a result of rape or
incest. And the punishment
given out under that law to a
woman who has an abortion for
any reason can ba life inprison-
mont. Such a lw is clearly unac-
ceptable to anyone who values
the lives, and the quality of life,
of independent, thinking already-

£
rever luded

dum and is i in’
the constitution, they will have
beon defeated in their aim of
keeping thae Irish people from
coming around to believing that
women have the right to control
their fartility, if necessary by
abortion. All the talk over the
last few months has brought
more and more people to

“the present econo

s
questioning the Church and the
law’s total ban on abortion and
many people are coming to ac-
cept that the decision whether or
not to have an abortion is one
that can only be made by the
woman herself.

However, rather than resting
on our laurels, we must now re-
double our efforts to defeat tota-
IIy_ the reactionary forces behind
this amendment. Otherwise it is
possible that the passing of the
amendment could give the anti-
abortion forces the kind of
atmosphere that would allow
them to roll back our advances,

To ensure this total defeat we
n!ust play down the very tech-
"'Fal arguments about the Con-
stitution, and when life begins
which have been used in the past
and start to push those arguments
that relate to everyday life, In
mic situation
life people are
e Worried abouyt
ut the people who
Pending cuts,
cern for the |jyes
N, Women ang

the genuine pro-
not those who a
fertilised eggs b
by fighting all s
show their con
of people, me,
children, who
and who have

A
lem of making o face the prob-

ends megt,

ision that there wasn’t much just-
ice to be had from the Special
Criminal Court. He fled to America
before the end of his trial. There
he was admitted to a Mental Hos-
pital suffering from severe anxiety
neurosis after his torture.

It was only after the successful
appeal of Breathnach and McNally
that Nicky Kelly voluntarily retur-
ned to Ireland. His intention was
to clear his name, to live in this
country in freedom.

It was not to be. He was im-
mediately locked up and his own
subsequent appeal turned down.

The Nicky Kelly case has all
the classic signs of a frame-up.
But there is more to it.

_T%\e credihility of the Special
lemal Court demands that an
nnocent man serve 12 years. For
.that court was based on confess-
ons; on the evidence based on
statements of a Garda superintend
ent. It was a court designed to
place a vencer of respectability on
a conveyer belt system for lock-
Ing up republican militants,
cang(})‘te Special Criminal Court
openly admit it locked
:P People after beating, There are
h°° many still in Portlaoise. It
128 to shroud the issue in legal
_}Qﬂ(.)rrgl;?. The legal jargon ran out
e lgky Kelly. He can only be
Sy the Coalition Minister of
ustice, Michael Noonan.
& Noonan won’t act unless he is
essurised. There are too mamy
?clil\verful elements of the Garda
f:r(t’h feel that what is needed is
1 CI repressive measures rather
2 :n concessions. It's up to the
atz‘l © Unions and workers organis-
10nS to press for his release.




THE RECENT tour of Central
America by Pope John Paul
had only one message — Peace.
Time after time he argued that
there should be no resort to
violence to overthrow the tyr-
ants of theregion. If you want
1o read a book that tells why
he is talking rubbish, this is it.

After the countries of the
region became independent of
Spain, they found themselves
under the “protection” of the
United States. That country,
through its Munroe doctrine
of 1823, claimed the right to
intervene militarily wherever
its interests were threatened.

When a Peasznt Revolt
broke in El Salvador in 1932,
the US sent three warships and
Canada sent two.

This revolt was partly in-
fluenced by the newly-formed
Stalinist party PCS (Partido
Communista de Salvador) and
was suppressed by General
Martinez, the military dictator
who was an open admirer of
Hitler and Mussolini.

He was seen to have “‘de-
feated”” Communism and all
dictatorsand governments in _
El Szlvador since have been
trying to do the same.

One of his generals said
with a2 touch of imagery:
“Communism is a tree shaken
by the wind. The moving tree
causes the seeds to fall. The
same wind carries the seed to
other places. The seed falls on
fertile soil. To be done with
Communism it is necessary to
make the ground sterile.”

This has been the attitude
of all dictators since with am-
ple support from the United
States.

The Cuban revolution of
1859 and the subsequent
failed invasion by US agents at
the Bay of Pigs showed that
the US could be beateil. Al-
though Cuba found nts_elf
firmly aligned in the Russian

USA BAGKS EL _
WITH FOUR BILLION DO

FARENA]

sphere of influence, I1ts revolu-
tion had a great effect in en-
couraging other revolts in the
region,

The PCS grew in infiuenge
in El Salvador. But they played
down working class militancy
because their priority was to
back the "industrial bour-
geoisie’’ against the big land-
owners.

It is true that even now El
Salvador remains a predomin-
ately rural society with the
poorest 61 per cent of the
population earning 21 per cent
of the National Income, while
the richest 5 per cent, mainly
coffee growing and exporting
families, receive 32 per cent.

But the PCS “forgot’’ that
the so-called “industrial bour-
geoisie” were tied in with the
big landowners and had not.
the slightest intention of
breaking with them.

VAR

The PCS suffered ,major
splitsas its rank-and-file could
no longer hold to the line of
the ‘’bourgeois - democratic
path”. Several smaller milit-
aristic groups appeared. The
Guerra Popula Prolongada
(Long People’s War) was
born with kidnappings, assas-
sinations and increased re-
sistance.

The Molina Junta of the
1970s replied to this by re-
leasing on the populace fascist
terror groups trained in Chilean
methods. The first of these
was the Falange (1975) and
they promised “‘extermination
of all communists and their
collaborators.

The other main fascist group
was Orden who have the re-
cord for inflicting the most
grotesque horrors. The great
bulk of their victims were, ac-
cording to Socorra Juridice,

“The United States could
never permit another
Nicaragua even if
preventing it meant
employing the most 4
reprehensible measures.

T..e Socialist Workers Movement is
organising a speaking tour by Nigel
Harris who will speak on “The

World Economy in Crisis”’. He is the
author of the book reviewed on page
six, copies of which will be available
at each meeting. Dates so far for the

the Church Human Rights Or-
ganisation, innocent non-com-
batants.

The result was that 12,501
peopledied in 1981 in a coun-
try with a population just over
three million.

There has been what could
be termed civil war since 1980.
The Catholic Church — under
Archbishop Romero, who had
had been stronly critical of
the Left — was forced to de-
fend, after President Jimmy
Carter had discoveréd them,
““Human Rights.”

I

In a sermon he called on
soldiers not to obey orders in
the killings and was himself
shot with a single bullet
through the heart next day.

At his funeral, the soldiers
— frustrated by an eight day

The Socialist Workers Movement
has produced a new pamphlet “A
New World for Women — the

Soclalist Case for Abortion’”’, which

will be reviewed in the next issue of
“The Worker"’.

strike that had been called in
protest — opened fire killing a
further forty people..

The revolution in El Salva-
dor has been limited by the
necessity to depend on the
peasants.

[

Hardly involved at all was
the still small, but growing,
urban working class.

It got great encouragement
from the Sandanista revolt in
neighbouring Nicaragua.

However much they tried,
the left in El Salvador found
they could not imitate this. In
Nicaragua the key conflicts
had been mass urban insurrec-
tions, first in the provincial
centresand then in the capital
Managua. In El Salvador this
did not happen. The military
were able to impose a wide-

SALVADOR JUNTA

scale repression which held the
population in a state of terror.

Somoza in Nicaragua had
also been denied assistance
from the USA. But now, ac-
cording to one of Reagan's
advisers: ““The United States
could never permit another
Nicaragua even if preventing
it meant employing the most
reprehensible measures.”

The main peasant army, an
amalgamation of several polit-
ical” groups, the FMLN have
grown by leaps and bounds. It
now controls large areas of the

contrysideand is poised for a .

big offensive against the govern-
ment forces.

The left have discovered
that the USSR and Eastern
Europe give moral support but
little else, because of the tacit
agreement that Central Amer-
icaisa US “zone of influence’
in a world of com peting
Capital.
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Cuba and Castro, worried
about their own position, have
tried to protest at this policy
of the USSR but in fact did so
very weakly.

In the meantime, while
Reagan cuts Social Welfare
and increases unemployment
in America, in 1982 aid to the
El Salvador regime totalled
nearly four hundred billion
dollars and this figure will be
increased in 1983. Salvadorean
troops and officers are sent to
the USA for training.

Reagan has™ made it clear
that he will — given half a
chance, and despite public op-
inion — create another Viet-
nam-type war in Central
America.

There must be a victory for
the workers and peasants in
El Salvador in order to defeat
the neo-colonialism of the US,

Read this book for the full
picture. - by JIM BLAKE

‘Special offer to readers of
THE WORKER:

IR£4.95 (plus £1 p. and p.) -
Please rush me my copy of
Chris Harman’s The Lost Rev-
olution. | enclose £IR5.95.
Return to SWM, 41 Herberton
Park, Rialto, Dublin 8.

Copies available at 20p (plus 20p

tour are provisional but should be: postage) from our address

Cork. .. Tuesday April 12,
Waterford. . . Wednesday April 13
Dublin. . . Thursday April 14.

See insert for full details,

41, Herberton Park, Rialto Dublin 8




stand for

The Socialist Workers Movement Is a revolutionary workers
movement organisation which aims to organise the working class
in the struggle for power and for the overthrow of the existing
social order. X

The system under which we live, capitalism, is based on produc-
tion for profit and not for human need. Itis a system that leads to
poverly and war, racial and sexual oppression.

Odly the working class can destroy capitalism and bulld a social-
ist soclety based on workers control of production.

Qur political action to prepare the working class for thatis based
on the following principles:

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM

There is no parliamentary road to socialism as the left in the Dail
belleve. The system canngt be changed by piecemeal-reform. The
stale machinery-the courts, parliament, the police and army-are
used to maintain the dominance of the ruling class. The real
pawer lies in the boardrooms of big business.

We stand for a workers revolution which produces a different and
more demacratic society-one based on councils of delegates from
workplaces and localities who are democratically elected and
subject to recall at any time.

NEITHER WASHINGTON NOR MOSCOW

That kind of socialism does not exist anywhere today. Workers
have na contraol over countries like Russia, China or Poland. They
are exploited by a state capitalist class. A workers revolution s
required in those countries too.

A SOCIALIST ANSWER TO THE NATIONAL QUESTION
The six county Orange Stale is propped up by British imperial-
ism. By bribing layalist workers in the past with privileges in, for
example. housing and jobs, Protestant workers have come fo see
their interests as heing served by the British-backed Unionist
boss class. This divides the working class and delivers a section
of the workers as allies of imperialism. The Northern state is
seclarian in essence and must be smashed.

The slow task of building working class unity against imper-
ialism must be begun.
However imperialism must be fought in the here and now and we
sujfport all forces engaged in that struggle regardless of our
difference of programme. -~
We stand for: Immediate withdrawal of the British Army.

Palitical Status Now.
The Disbandment of the RUC and the UDR.

In the South, the bosses are junior pariners with other European
and American bosses in world capitalism. The main enemy is the
boss at home. Nationalism or a united capitalist Ireland offers
nothing 1o workers. The only republic worth fighting for is a
workers republic.

WOMEN’S LIBERATION

We believe that only through socialism can
women achieve full emancipation and that their
struggle is part of the whole class: struggle for
socialism.

FOR A RANK AND FILE MOVEMENT
The main area of political action for socialists is the mass organi-
~ gation _of the working class, particularly the trade unions. We
fight for the independence of the unions from state interference,
democratic control of all union affairs and the election of all union
officials. °
We oppose all anti-union legislation and all forms of national
wage understandings and wage restraint. We oppose all redun-
dancies. We say: Occupy to demand Nationalisation under work-
ers control. Fight for a 35 hour week. We support the building of a
rank and file movement which draws fogether militant trade
unionists to oppose the class collaboration of the union leaders.

FOR A REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY 2
The SWM is a democratic centralist organisation opento all those
who accept its principles and objectives. The struggle for a
wiorkers republic in Ireland is inseparable from the international
struggle. The SWM fights to build a mass party of the working
ciass a3 parl of a revolutionary international of working class
parties.

THE WORKER is produced by the SOCIALIST WORKERS MOVE-
MENT. if you would Hke more Information on our activities and
policies, would like 1o becoms 2 member of the SWM or would
like to take out 2 subscription 1o THE WORKER-£3.50 for a
ly]:zhrﬁlgp and post this form to SWM, 41 Herberton Park, Rialto,

B want to join: o wart a subscription and enclose £3.50:

O | would like more Information about the SWM
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MAERX History of all hitherto

FREEMAN and slave, patrician and plebian,
lord and serf, guild masterand journeyman, in
a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood‘ in
constant opposition to one another, carried
on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open
fight, that each time ended in the recon-

the contending clgsse_s

MODERN BOURGEOIS society ... has estab-
lished ‘new classes, ~new -conditions of
oppression, new forms of struggle in place of
the old ones.

Society as a whole is more and more
splitting into two great hostile camps, into twe
great classes directly facing each
other—bourgeoisie and proletariat ...

THE EXéCUTIVE committes of the modern
state is but a committee for managing the
common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie ...

THE BOURGEOISIE, during its rule of scarce
one hundred years, has created more massive
and more -colossal productive forces than
have all preceding generations together ...

- existing sociefy
history of dass struggle

Things that...

e bourgeoisie forged the
bring death to itself; it has

nce the men who are to
o dern working

_only $o0 long as they

isthe

BUT NOT only has th
weapons that can
also called into ex
wield those- weapons—the mo
class—the proletariat.

)N as the bourgeoisie i€
L il he same proportion is

he modern working cla_lss
—a class of ‘labourers, who*lllve
find work and who find

work only so long as their labour increases

capital-is developed, int
the proletariat, t
developed

capital ...

MODERN INDUSTRY has converted !he little -
workshop of the patriarchal master into the

great factory of the industrial capitalists.
Masses of labourers, crowded into-the fac-
tory, are organised like soldiers.

With the development of industry, the pro-
letariat not only increases in numbers; it be-
comes concentrated in greater masses, its
strength grows, and it feels that strength the
more.

THE WORKERS begin to form combinations
(unions) against the bourgeoisie; they club
together in order to keep up the rate of pay;
they found permanent associations in order
to make provision for these occasional revolts

Now and then the workers are victorious,
but only for a time. The real fruit of their battle
lies, not in the immediate result, but in the
ever expanding union of the workers ...

THE ORGANISATION of the proletarians intc~

aclass l_s.continua!ly being upsetagain by the:
colmpehélon between the workers them-
selves. But it ever rises up again, st

firmer, mightier. Zcoinsenael,

MODERN BOURGEOIS society is like the
sorcerer who is.no longer able to control the
powers of the nether world whom he has
called up by his spells. For many decades past
the history of industry and commerce is but
the history of the revolt of modern productive
forces against modern conditions of
production. - :

IT IS enough to mention the commercial
crises ... in these crises there breaks out an
epidemic that, in all previous epochs, would
have seemed an absurdity—the epidemic of
over-production ... :

=

THE CONDITIONS of bourgeois society are

too narrow to comprise the wealth
fog 0o Created by

- evitable ...

~ ...Marxwrote
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ALL PREVIOUS historical

movements wer
movements or minorities :

or in the interests of

THdE"?SSENTIAL condition for the existence
mnat' e sway of the bourgeois classis the for-
o ion and augm_en!ation of capital; the con-
tion for capital is Wage labour.
What the bourgeoisie th '
above all, are i

S ow i
the victory of N gravediggers. Its fall and

the proletariat are equally in-

erefore produces, -

.
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TOMAS MCGIOLLA and
Michael O Higgins could
probably claim to be the best
known ‘‘socialists in*Ireland
today.

Yet both McGiolla and Hig:
gins and the political tenden:
cies they represent, distance
themselves from Marx's view on
the state.

Both believe that the Dail
can be used to legislate soc-
ialist measures. By accumula-
ting such laws, they claim, we
gradually arrive at socialism.

Karl Marx took a totally
opposed view. He did not see
the state as a well balanced
steering column that could bé
turned left or right*to serve.
bosses or workers — depending
who was at the wheel.

In the Communist Manifest
he wrote: “The executive of
-the modern state is but a com:
mittee for managing the com:
mon offices of the whole
bourgeoisie . .

The Ranks case providesa
pPowerful example of what
Marx referred to.

Workers are jailed for de:
fending their jobs — but ha!f
of the current budget deficit
goes uncollected as bosses
simply refuse to, pay their taX
and PRSI bills, The bosses gét
off scot free.

It’s class justice through
and through.

The legal system tretends
that it is totally independent
from the backrooms of the
civil service, Yet the Ranks
case again shows that when
matters got rather urgent, th°
Whole pretence of indepen
dence was dropped as FitZ
gerald himself ordered the €
lease.

That special organised forcé
is society — that connects UP
the meanest prison screw 10
the top civil servant — we €
fer to it as the state. 3

What is it? Marx looked a.n
societies which had no staté "

(e




\

|

7

and prehistory. There order was
jid maintained by the people at
large organising their anger
against individual offenders.

In class society that is no
longer possible. There is no
longer one people. Order has
to be maintained not just ag-
Jsya® ainst individuals — but witin

classes of oppressed.

A specialised repressive

apparatus is required. It takes
ymuz  ©N the appearance of being
. 4¢ above the stciety. But its roots
lie in class society — not as a

the b=

tf

Stants
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falist

iy  Conspiracy but as a necessity.
?.,,tgg The state is not just an in-

g strument of oppression. It is
;. b after all the “committee for
%~ managing the common affairs
¢ . of the bosses.
e it organises that class as a
= ruling class. It articulates their
ideas and gives them a ‘moral
" superiority’ that cuts them out
55:,, as rulers. It disciplines those
o who put their specific interests
as individual bosses above the
general interests of their class.
Different types of states are
specific to the societies.and
ruling class they serve.
Ours is a ‘“democratic’ state.
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special feature

\ ® ‘ [®) KARL MARX and Frederick
Engels kept a close watch on
Is o ‘ unge l events in Ireland during their
|
led by the Fenian movement
and the Irish Republican

Brotherhood. The IRB was a ) " : ;
secret organisation that floated fight for international social-

through Irish history like a time ism,
capsule,

ifetime. The struggle then was

It's message to the Irish

people in 18868 directly influ-
enced the proclamation 50
years later in 1916.

Marx did not just write about

Ireland. He took up the active
defence of the Fenian-prison-
ers. and helped to organise a
massive demonstration in their
defence in Hyde Park is defiance before the struggle for social-

of a ban on all marches.

Marx's support was not al-

ways repaid. The great hero of

Padraig Pearse, O’Donovan
Rossa, became an avid racist
supporter of slavery in America
when he was released.

Much nonsense has been -

written about why Marx supp-
orted the Fenians. Some have
argued that he was making

an exception of Ireland in the

Marx- the
tradition
continues

MARX was not a mere theor-
etician. For him, the point was
not just to describe the world,
it was to change it.

He established that the
conditions of a life free from
exploitation and oppression
was possible on the basis of
the tremendous productivity

of modern industry.

That new order would be
achieved by the working class
overthrowing capitalism and
establishing its own rule.

This would require a party
basing itself on the working
class and its partial struggles,
developing its understanding

Such wilful misinterpret-

ation of the facts of 19th

century Ireland have a purpose.
They serve to justify

taking a “stages theory”’ of

what the struggle in Ireland

is about today. Namely that

nationalist demands must

come before the class struggle,

that Ireland must be united

ism can commence.
It is a view that many left
republicans in Sinn Fein and

the IRSP hold.

It is convenient for such
an interpretation to hold that
Marx recognised the Fenian
movement as a socialist organ-

isation of some importance.

It leads to an emphasis on
half of what Marx said on
Ireland in order to find a direct
‘socialist’ link between Tone,
Davitt, Lalor and James
Connolly.

of the tasks. . A
The need for that party is
still with us. The Socialist
Workers Movement is attemp-
ting to build that party today
in Ireland as part of a revolu-
tionary International of wor-
kers’ parties on the basis of
the authéntic Marxist tradition:
‘“The emancipation of the
working class is the act of the
working.class itself.

But it is a democracy of the
free market. In the market
everyone is free to sell their
labour — and has no choice but
to sell their labour.

In our ‘democracy’ there is
freedom to vote — and no
choice but to accept the dict-
atorial power of the boss
inside the factory. It is a

Marx used the example of the Paris Commune to show whata
workers’ revolution would be like

00000

formal democracy suited to
a capitalist class in normal
times.

~ That type of state, Marx
argued, cannot be used to
achieve socialism. He wrote:
“the working class cahnot
simply lay hold of the ready-
made state machinery and
wield it for its own purpose!”

The bosses state has to be
smasled — before it strangles
any attempted revolt.

A different type was requ:
ired to carrying through the -
socialist measures. That is a
state which encourages work-
ers control of the factories;
co-ordinates and plans prod-
uction and organises the nec-
€ssary repression against resis-
tance.

But what form would it
take? Marx could never be ac-
cused of being a utopian, His
model of a workers state -
could not be developed — yn<
til workers themselves made
an attempt to make it a reality.

That attempt came with
the Paris Commune, where
the newly emerging working
class took over that city.

The Paris Commune was

an executive body — unlike a
parliamentory talking shop.

It organised the supply of
food and the crushing of the
bourgeoisie.

It was based on delegates
who could be re-called: dele-
gates who were paid the
average workers wage. Above
all it was the concentration of
the dmocracy of workers in
struggle.

; The smashing of the exist-
ing state; the construction of
a workers staté based on open
demogratic and above all fight-
ing coungils — that was the
legacy of Karl Marx.

To come back to todays
reformists.

During the Ranks dispute
P_roncias de Rossa offered
himself as a mediator between
employers and workers.

He spoke more than he
knew. The Workers Party is
thepermanent mediator

— holding out the possibility
that this state can be reformed
acting as broker between the
mass of workers and its re-
pressive powers,

The road of Karl Marx was
.a very different bne,

by KIERAN ALLEN

Yet Marx was working
from a totally different stand-
point. His concern-was how
best the demands of the nat-
ionalist movement would
advance the time when
British and Irish workers
would unite to overthrow
capitalism in both countries.

Marx saw that-a blow
against England would weaken
the power of the aristrocracy
which not only dominated:
Ireland but dominated the
mass of the people in England.

The power of the aristocracys
rested on the ownership of land
in Ireland.

His first and major concern

.was to hasten the day of com-

munist revolution, not only in
Britain but throughout the
rest of Europe. Marx was
NEVER a nationalist.

Marx recognised however
that the struggle to end Brit-
ish rule in Ireland, was a pro-
gressive struggle and should
not be condemned from a
‘pure’ internationalist position.

He came to the conclusion
that it was necessary to demon-
strate to British workers that

“support for the Fenien move-

ment was in their own interests.

Lenin put it as follows —:
““Such was the programme
that Marx suggested to the
British workers in the interests
of Irish freedom, of accelerating
social development and the free-
dom of the British workers;
because the British workers
could not become free so
long as they helped (or even
allowed) the keeping of another
country in slavery.”

One may ask why Marx
emphasised the needs of
British workers and said
little about the Irish working
class.

The truth of the matter is
that Ireland at the time was
socially a peasant society with
little industry. /

.class mobilisation under the
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interpreted the world in various ways

- On Ireland

Engels wrote to Marx —:
“Ireland still remains a Holy
Isle whose aspirations must on
no account be mixed with the
profane class struggle. . . A
nation of peasants where the
bourgeoisie instil into the
peasant that on no account
must they know that Socialist
workers are their sole allies in
Europe.”’

Marx could not foresee how
this was to change.

Today Irish workers are the
vibrant force that no longer
has to depend on nationalism
or movements that attempt
to import agrarian nationalist
ideas into their midst.

Those who treat Marx's
writings like a bible will there-
fore get it wrong.

Take the example of the
Fenians. Did the Fenians not
receive Marx and Engels’ seal
of approval? It is indeed true
that Marx said that Fenianism
“took@oot.. . . in the mass of
the people’” and was ‘“charact-
erised by a socialistic tendency’

Marx adds however that .
this socialistic tendency was
“in a negative sense directed
against the appropriation of
the soil’’. Marx saw that the
base of the Fenians was more
linked with the small holders,
and in fact Engels was to call
these people ‘partly exploiters’”
and ‘““mostly asses’’.

The Fenian movement was
indeed progressive and anti-
clerical but to call it socialist
in todays understanding of the
word would be twisting history
to justify nationalist and non-
marxist movements today.

In Ireland today there are no
stages in the struggle to end
British domination in the North.

The only real force today
that can complete the anti-im-
perialist struggle is the working

o

leadership of a revolutionary
socialist party. /

It is in the struggle for
socialism and workers power
not posed in Nationalist Cath-
olic terms, but in clear class
terms fighting all capitalist
oppression, that workers unity
of Protestant and Catholic can
be built and imperialism
defeated.

by DERMOT BYRNE

T
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Alex Callinicos’s

— a member of the
British Socialist
Workers Party —
has just published
this book setting
the important
revolutionary ideas
of Karl Marx.

Available at £4.35
(plus 60p p&p)

from Socialist

Workers Move- -
ment,

41, Herberton Pk,
Rialto, Dublin 8.

The revolut;
ideas of il
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Worid Economy

The long boom in world capitalism
from the closs of World War 11 until
the 1970s created productive
powers the hugeness of which
made those of nineteenth century
capitalism which so impressed
Marx seem like peanuts.

Put another way, Man'’s mastery
of Nature had never been so com-
plete. One by one and with breath-
taking speed, all the natural and
technical obstacles to mankind’s
liberatign from drudgery, scarcity

i e
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and backwardness seemed to be
overcome — or would very soon be
so.

And it was true. Since 1951
world output of steel has increased
fourtimes over;production of food

"

technical promise.

Third World villagers cannot
cultivate effectively for want of
steel implements at the same time
as world output of steel rusts un-
sold and steel plant and workers
stand idle.

Agricultural “‘surpluses” are
ploughed back into the earth — or
like skim milk, fed to cattle—while
famine becomes endemic to large
tracts of the world.

’States, unable to control the
level of investmnet or employment
within their national patches take
instead tofilling the political prisons
with dissendents.

We are in the age of the military
junta, the tyranny of “nationalre-
conciliation:’Boom turns to slump
all the self-confidence of rujers
turns to bull-shit with no ambition
higher than.survival.

“Of Bread and Guns” by Nigel
Harris isabout the world economy,
its crisis and developments thatled
to the crisis.

Oversimplifying, the argument
can be d up quite simply.

is tech y cap of b g
forever the empty belly; and mod-
ern medicines could eliminate most
the diseases that foreshorten the
lives of so many around the world.
And yet the social achievement
stands in stark contradiction to the

Persuit of profit is the motor of
capitalism, competition its discip-
line. Each capital must find invest-
ment at a rate of profit that allows
it to grow or it will be defeated or

Apples being dumped—yet another symbol of the @yslem In crisis

1 d up by its competitors.
-

1 iberation was the vanity of the age — sexual liberation, ethnic
liberation, gender liberation, national liberation. But all m{ithqut
liberation from the lynch-pin of diverse ills: work, subordination
as labour, the brute maintenance of world labour discipline from
which flowed that monster governing all people, the State . . .
Even permissiveness itself was a half truth. It somehow excluded
the long trail from a Korean War to a Vietnam War, from Seveso

to Soweto, from Derry to Watts. Neither the State nor capifa/
had been displaced.”—Of Bread and Guns, pages 53-4.

This drive for accumulation has
no room for sentimental consider-
ations like “‘the social good”, still
less with nationality — it must find
profitable opportunities, thatisall.

As. production becomes inter-
national inscalesodo the operations
of capital and the world market
becomes a force that no firm or

state can master.

The long boom deepened this
world integration of the system. No
national steel marketislargeenough
tosupportaworldcompetitive steel
industry. Major motor manufac-
turers now operate on a world scale
with gearboxes from one country,
axles from another, engines from
a third and assembled in a few more
national sites.

Qi

Capital has no home. This is
even true of the East European
State Capitalist concerns. Poland
had borrowed heavily on world
finance markets to build up indus-
tries for export to the world mar-
ket. Their bad luck was that world
markets collapsed just as interest
on loans reached record levels.

International capital and national
: enemy — a world revolution the
§ academic with aneyeon a series of
! his own on Channel Four. Heisa
] sister organisation in Britain, the
j written a serious and passionate

§ weapon in forging a new order.

g
. \Movement,

The long boom also saw wide-
spread penetration of backward
countries by industrial and finance
capital, creating working classes
tied to sweated industries at abys-
mal wages supervised by vicious
governments anxious to appease
the fickle gods of capital.

During the boom, States could
pretend they had a role—to managz
national economic activity. Often
thisonly really meant provision of
police and legal protection to cap-
ital and bribesby way of IDA-style
grants and tax-holidays.

Even the most powerful State
— the USA — could not command
the tides of the world market to
retreat. The States provided the
guns, and the biggest states pro-
vided the biggest guns. Compelled
by a military competition that had
paradoxically given so much im-
petus to the long boom, arms race
followed arms race swallowing
hugeresoursesand technologiesand
nuclear destruction whispered in
the wings.

The average rate of profit de-
clined — as Marxists said it must —
and boom turned to slump. The ef-
forts of States to insulate their
patches from its effects only make
matters worse. Imports are the im-
puts for exports and vice versa—the
eggs too scrambled to tell from .
which chicken came this or that
bit of egg. While sustained recovery
is impossible in one patch independ-
ently of the whole, States despar-
ately compete in dragging down
wages, conditions and welfare pro-
visions in the fodom hope of attrac-
ting ever more reluctant capital
inside its borders. ;

All this is of great importance
in Ireland. James Connolly’s words
that national capitalist develop-
ment was only possible at the price
of dragging Irish labour down to
the condition of coolies and making
the working class the blacklegs of
the world have never been truer.

In the face of world stagnation,
plans for national self-sufficiency,
for state industry to forge ahead
where private has not, for recover-
ing national economic vitality
through stitching the four green
fields back together, are all day-
dreams and reactionary ones at
that.

A world working class faces the
depredations of capitalism together.
It alone can conquer together.

states are the twin faces of the
remedy.

Nigel Harris is not some trendy
revolutionary — a member of our
Socialist Workers Party. He has

book that will repay study and is a

by KEVIN WINGFIELD

“Of Bread and Guns" by
Nigel Harris available at
£3.30 (plus 50p p&p)
from Socialist \Workers

41, Herberton Park,
Rialto Dublin 8. °

'PRS I —EXTEND THE ACTION

AS WE go to press, the
campaign against the new
draconian tax measures
is just beginning.

The clerical workers at
Waterford Glass are refus-

the workforce.

This will cost the gov-
ernment 2 million punds
in lost revenue.

The Waterford Glass
shop stewards are calling

their example.

Shop Steward Tommy
Ho’gan told “The Worker’’
‘We have to extend ac-

tion if we are to win. We
must make sure it is not

budget.”

‘And that fightback is
possible if other groups
of workers take the same

action.

Kelly said ‘“We want to

“We want to see that
every worker will see this
as a way of fighting the
Coalition’s anti-worker

Shop steward Jimmy

“The Waterford Glass .
Shop Stewards Committee
has a record of support
for the unemployed in
their struggle that beats
John Carroll

The call must go out at
the Tax march to demand
that the ICTU and the

leaders of the unions all

DESMOND’S
PALS ARE
PAST HOPE

BARRY DESMOND is a
Labour T.D. You might have
forgotten it - tutithe:vecdrds
do in fact show that he was
returned from the Dun Lao-
ghaire constituéncy under that
very label.

Yet Desmond is a conservative
through and through. His appeal
is to that DunLaoghaire middle-
class who pride themselves on a
‘liberal’ image, but look on the
working class as that great mass
of illiterate scroungers who want
everything for nothing and strike
too often.’

Desmond’s opposition to the
Abortion referendum flatters their
liberal intelligence — but his Social
Welfare Bill gives them deeper
gut satisfaction.

The new measure reduces the
social welfare week from six days
to five. It cuts payments made

under the pay related system
from a maximum of 40% to 25%.

It is designed to cut the living
standard “of all those out of work.

The boss class has increased
unemployment, and Desmond in
true Labour fashion is going to
make sure that it’s victims are
hit first. ; y

Yet what must be described as
the massacre of social welfare ben-
efits, is the logic of Labour in
Coalition.

Michael Bell and Frank Pren-
dergast protested that they only
opposed the bill — and not coa-
lition as such. It is wilful blind-
ness. Labour in Coalition is faced
with a system that is falling apart.

Reformists who turn their back
on building a working class stru-
gele, will always attack that class
in order to prove their ‘realism’
and credibility to the bosses who !
run the country.

Can the Labour Party be chan-*
ged from the inside? We have to
say ‘No’. Any parliamentary re-
formist party will always be dic-
tated to by the rich. They wilil
move further to the right in a
period of crisis and throw up
more Dick Springs and Barry Des-
monds. You can pass all the reso-
lutions you want inside it — but
the party operates to a different

.design.

It’s job is to tinker a bit with
the system. But when the system
is in crisis, they begin to tinker
more and more with the already
falling living standards of the
working class.

Yet many inside the.Labour
Youth believe they still can change
the beast. It is a tragedy. The
Labour Party will change them
first. It will drag them into a
tradition of having to defend, no
matter how apologetically, the
likes of Desmond,

Because in order to change
Labour, you must wingour spurs.
And part of winning the spurs is
knocking on doors calling for
votes for that rich man’s friend
Barry Desmond. T.D.

Labour has always suffocated
the aspirations of its own left.

It closets them off from stru-
gglg and focuses the mind on el-
ections. Despite its puny size, it
claims to represent the aspirations
of all workers — both those who
fight and those who accept. But
]s]zx:lwtltmets) there are politics that

€ to be fought f
a minority of thg}élass(?rTﬁrensgr;fgl;ty
be on the North or unofficial
strikes or indeed gay rights, Lab-
our's overriding concern with el-

ections, with respectability, makes
its left backpeddle fast,

A Tevolutionary party starts
on a different basis. It starts out
as the self-conscious minority of
the clqss. That minority that bre-’
aks with the ruling class ideas
that dominate throughout society.

.The minority that aims to
‘connect up with workers in strug-
gle. The tiny fights, whether they.

makq it clear that our ac-
tion is not directed against
the unemployed.

be Ranks or Clondalkin, are worth
the volu.mes of resolutions aimed
at changing the Labour Party.

by.DERMOT BYRNE

ing to deduct tax and
PRSI from the wages of

just ATGWU members

give every support to thij
that are fighting. -

action and make the bud-
get unworkable,

on workers throughout
the country to follow



|T is often assumed that

women are the most con-
servative section of the
population.

Shaop stewards and others
whao should know better
will sometimes say “‘they
are only here for pin money,
they won't fight”.

VIGTORY

[

THE workers at Dunnes
Stores won a victory after
being in dispute and all-
out strike.

But the way the strike
was handled and the scab-
bing by fellow-members
of the IUDWC has left a
bitter taste.

“The Worker” talked"
to a Shop Steward who
works at Dunnes in Dub-
lin.

She said: ‘““This dispute
was over union recognition,
union dues to be deducted
from pay and our demand
that part timers should get
the same hourly rate as full
time workers. We wanted an
end to the situation where
part timers were being taken
on, sometimes in great num-
bers and then being let go —
hired and fired at will. We
wanted more full timers.

““Meetings were organised
with the workers and support
for the strike was overwhelm-
ing. But there were Shop
Stewards from North Earl St.
and Mary St. who appeared to
be in management’s c_onfld-
ence rather than side with the
workers. .

“A leaflet was distributed
signed by two Shop Stewards
claiming that if there was a
strike, workers would lose
their jobs. We are convinced
this was the work of manage-
ment.”

This was then followec} by
the famous ‘‘Back to Work
march”.

““This was no spontaneous
outburst — placards had been
professionally printed, and the
workers lost no pay for taking
2 few hours off work. Manage-
ment was clearly behind this
episode.

Equally reactionary is
the claim — sometimes ad-
vanced by feminists — that
women’s interests are quite
Separate from men’s.

We take the view that
men and women workers
have a world to gain by

1Standing together.

Recent struggles have
proved this — if proof was
needed. At Ranks, the Jailed

““Congress sanctioned the

¢All-Out’. The strike was un-

even — quite a few shops

closed entirely but some re-
mained open staffed by scabs.

“Some odf the shops had
only a few picketting but we
were helped out by support
from workers at Burton’s and
Roches Stores. Also amny

members of the public ref

fused to pass the pickets. The
effects on Dunnes was drama-
tic. Management quickly con-
ceded extra paw to the part
timers.”

The strikers actions forced ,

the Labour Court to récom-
mend acceptance of recog-

nition, the check-off and stan-.

dard hourly rates for part time
staff. They did not conceed
fixed overall rates and recom-

\

occupiers’ wives took their

place in a magnificent show ‘
of solidarity. H A =
And at Dunnes Stores, ‘ ;

women strikers overcame
great difficulties to achieve
a fantastic victory.
BARBARA WILSON
spoke to a Dunnes Shop
Steward and Breda Trim-

‘ble, fighting wife of Ranks

occupier Alan.

mended that this should be
settled by local negotiation.

Reflecting after the strike,
she told “The Worker”:*It
was only when talk of a strike
was in the air that we began
to get any service from the
union officials.

“Because many young girls
workinf part time do not see
themselves as permanent wor-
kers, It makes the need for
union organisation that much
more important. With good
on the job organisation they
can -come to see that only
through solidarity can we ever
win anything.

“To see how even Sho
Stewards can stab the ran
and file in the bank is dis-
graceful but it has made me
and all the other workers in-
volved in the strike more de-
termined than ever to stand
up to management. %

THE STRIKE at Pizzaland in
Grafton Street and O’Connell

on since the end of February.
The dispute centres on the dis-

demotion of another to the
position of cook.

2 The 23 workers on strike
have a constant picket on both
premises which is proving very

open. He has already brough
scab labour from England in-
cluding three cooks.

- The workers, some on rates
as low as £1.60 an hour, have

Street in Dublin has been going

missal of two managers and the

effective despite the determina-
tion of the owner to keep them

suffered a year of harrassment
and personal abuse by the com-
pany so much so that one mana-
ger of long service came back
from holidays to find that there
was no job for him.

Since the 'strike started they
have suffered harrassment of a
different sort from the com-
pany. Because of the large num-
ber of foreign workers some
were without work permits. The
company informed the police,
Two Sri Lankans — here for
over four years — have already
been hauled off to the Aliens
office, and may face deportat-
ion. This is something the union
the ITGWU must resist.

The official strike must also
be spread to the Cork branch to

W’izzaland fight harrassment :

. ment and the scabs.

. while he emerged from a door

bring more pressure on manage-

Carol Murphy and Raouf
Adley were both very deter-
mined to see the strike through
for as long as it takes. When |
met them on the Grafton St
picket line there was only one
customer in the place. After a

via a fire escape with the bill in
his pocket.

Ten minutes later one of
the staff came out to ask us if
we had seen anyone coming
out,

If the company has friends
like this, they don’t need
enomies,

o

-
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SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

In an exclusive story

for the “Worker”

PAULINE GRAY, the
daughter of one of the

jailed Ranks Workers

writes: X

IT WOULD appear that the
government has effectively
“played down” the Ranks dis-
putein the media. So much so
that a large proportion of the
general public are not aware

that the dispute has not been

settled and the workers are in
the same position as when they
started.

If we cast our minds back
to November 1982, the em-
ployers attempted to bring in
selective redundancies at the
Phibsboro plant — they in-
tended to keep on twenty of
the original employees.

They would then bring in non-
union workers — known in the
trade as “hackers” — to make de-
liveries tovarious bakeries through-
out the country.

Therest of the workers were to
be made redundant, but not under
the terms of a written agreement
of 1978, as the Company claimed
inability to pay.

The workers put the deal to a
vote, rejected it entirely and went
on official strike. When notice was
served, the Company announced
closure for February 4, 1983. ;

However thereal trouble began
when Eddie Browne — Group
Secretary of the ITGWU — called
for a second vote, informing the
workers that there was little hope
of getting higher redundancy pay-
ments from the Company.

Up to now, the plant at Phibs-
boro had been treated as a separate
identity. However, this time the
ITGWU saw fit to amalgamate the
votes of Phibsboro with those of
Limerick.

Unfortunately, the Limerick
workers, and some of the Phibs-
boro workers — misguided by the
union — voted to accept the low
redundancy payments.

The union withdrew sanction
from the strike and the dispute at
Phibsboro became unofficial. The
question is Why a second vote?

A typical example of another
sell-out by the ITGWU who have
been reduced to a mere licence to
work in this Country by bad leader-
ship. But during this dispute we
haveseen that the real strength be-
hind the unions is not the rotten
leaders growing fat on Union Con-
tributions, but the people on the
people on the bottom on the shop
floors. It is they that have the real
power and showed an example of it
when they defied the union leaders
during this dispute.

Fourteen workers occupied the
premises demanding that a liquida-
tor be brought in to asses the Com-
pany’sassets. The Company got an
Injunction against the occupiersand
and they were imprisoned.

Apparently we have a new categ-
ory of prisoner in this Country — a
Striker! It’s ironic that the same
government points the finger to the
East and condemns the jailing of
strikers in Poland but when it hap-
pens on their own door-step, it's an
entirely different matter.

So unimportant, in fact, that the
Labour Party leader — “‘represent-
ative of the working class” — was
content to turn a blind eye to the
whole affair, Y

Public opinion turned against
the government for allowing the use
of repressive legislation in an indust-
rial dispute and massive support
grew for the jailed strikers — stop-

BRENDA TRIMBLE tal%ed
about how she and the other
women became involved in the
Ranks dispute.

“Of course, we supported
our hushands’ occupation of the
factory — it was the only thing
left for them to do as Ranks
had refused to honour the 1978
agreement on redundancy pay-
ments.

“‘When the union — the
ITGWU — made the occupation
unofficial, we knew we had to
get support from other workers
ourselves. )

“We went round factories
and the docks and got promises
of tremendous support at a
Shop Stewards meeting organ-
ised by the Dublin Trades
Council. The feeling was of
anger, not just at the jailings,
but at the way the union had
let them down.”

During the next few days,
ESB, Corpo, Rowntree
Mclntosh, Car and Dock
workers all struck from work

and took to the streets in
protest.

The union was forced to act.
Brenda takes up the story:

‘“Eddie Browne, the Group
Secretary had done nothing, he

BREDA TRIMBLE wife of jailed Ranis worker
ALAN speaks out alout the struggle:

hadn’t even bothered to see the
men in prison.

““Some of the women saw
him in Liberty Hall and had to
push him to see the mén.

““When the men were re-
leased. from prison early that
Saturday morning, it was ob-
vious that fewer would march
on the Trades Council erganised
march and that some of- the
steam would go out of the dis-
pute.

“The Government and
Union had obviously got to-
gether — with no consultation
with the men — to try tosmash
the strike. They hoped the
demonstration would collapse.

“We are still fighting and we
need the support of fellow
workers and donations to keep
going and win nationalisation.”

Reflecting on the experience
Brenda Trimble comments:

“‘We knew it was up to
ordinary workers — men and
women taking action . That
frightened the government and
union into releasing the men.

“|It is only the actions of
workers together that can ever
take on this crazy system.”

pages occured in many firms to
show their solidarity with the wor-
kers and a general strike was®
threatened.

Garret Fitzgerald felt obliged to
to say a few words to the nation
with a general strike and march, ar-
ranged by the ICTU, looming over
the government’s head. On Feb-
ruary 25, heinformed the Country
that a general stfike would be sui-
cidal in the current economic clim-
ate and that nobody could release
the Ranks strikers only themselves
by purgeing their contempt.

The next day, Saturday morn-
ing February 26 at 1a.m. the wor-
kers were awoken from their sleep
and told they were free to go.

Apparently some magical form-
ula had been worked out during the
night and an agreement had been
reached. The employees had not
been consulted and knew of no
such agreement. 3

The government and trade union
officials were obviously afraid of
the growing support and used the
strikers’ release as a ploy to smash
the support that had been gained
since the time of their imprison-
ment.

The media are continuing to
“play_-down” the dispute and are
refusing to give it any great cover-.
age, but the workersare continuing
their occupation of the premises.

They attempted on several oc-
casions to get an Injunction against
the Company to have their assets
frozen and an assesor brought in to
inspect the premises. The hearing
was adjorned several times and fin-
ally on Wednesday March 16 they
were refused. )

It isamazing how the Company
could get an injunction against the
workers ina couple of hours — but
then we all know the Law was made
for the rich by the rich and after all
who provides financial support to
the b}g political parties?

I fail also to see any justice
in fourteen men being imprisoned
for industrial action while com-
panies like Carrigaline Potteries
fail to pay over PRSI deductions
and a young man is murdered in
Falryxew Park and-the offending
parties apparently get off scot free!

The Ranks strikers are now
calling for the nationalisation of
the flour milling industry

The Ranks workers intend to

sue the Company for money owed-

on the basis of the 1978 written
agreement. They have also contac-
ted the former Ranks employees
at Limerick and are hoping that
they will realise their mistake and
support them in their fight. We
must not forget their brave deeds
and we must support them,

Johless Youngsters
reckon the cost

AN ANCO sponsored. survey under
taken by unemployed school-leave:
In Finglas has come up with start-
ling results.
It showed Finglas to be one of

- the most affected areas by unemp-
loyment in Dublin. It discovered a
rate of 25% unemployed in Finglas
when the national rate was 13%..

In south Finglas 31% were with-

out work. The figures without tak-
ing account the recent school
leavers who can’t claim the dole.

All the people interviewed said
they felt a real drop in living stand-
ards after losing their jobs.

Those who never had a job said
they had barely enough to survive
on, not to mention socialising.

A video has been made to show
life on the dole during the inter-
viewing 6f unemployed youth.

-struggle against loss of jobs. The

ST

There was great support shown
for the Ranks workers, who are oc-
cupying for nationalisation. An un-
employed action group has now
been set up in Finglas.

It’s aim is to support every

group has leafletted Premier Dairies
advising workers to fight the redun-
dancies, and have also been invol-
ved in the Rank’s dispute.

This kind pf solidarity shown
by unemployed towards workers’
struggles can only bring about a
recognition that the employed and
unemployed are fighting a common
cause.

The employed of today may be
on the dole tomorrow and only by
fighting , they can ch
the system

by PADDY CARROLL

3




{

F

or WoRrKERs POWER AND INTER

e

e
Tl . ST s ey

‘Forum for a New Ireland’-

Another talking

JOHN HUME has achieved one of his life ambitions.
He has managed to drag the Southern Coalition into a
“Forum for a new Ireland.” That, combined with the
EEC investigation into the Northern “problem is his
most successful card since Sunningdale. Hume badly
needs credibility. The SDLP is in tatters. Cut off from
any official body in the North itself, it has begun to

. decay at the roots.

- That is not to say that the Fitzgerald/Hume forum
can achieve anything. It will advocate a bosses repub-
lic which offers nothing to the mass of nationalist
workers who have borne the brunt of the struggle —
still less to loyalist workers. It is an attempt to prove
that the ruling class in the South is prepared to live up
to the responsibilities and crack down on subversion —
provided they are given a say in running the North.

- But the struggle in the North is not just for a
*“Green Republic” which adds the dole queues of Bel-
fast to those-of Dublin. The struggle began against dis-
crimination. But as it developed thousands have come
to realise that there is something wrong with the syst-
tem itself.

Hume’s forum will become another talking shop. In
late forties, a similar body was established — the Anti
Partition League. Its leading propaganist was Conor
Cruise O’Brien. It produced two or three pitiful pam-
phlets and disbanded. Bourgeoise nationalism has
never produced anything but poor platitudes.

However, the key aim is tq breathe life into the
SDLP. From that point of view it represents a real dan-
ger to all those prepared to fight against Stormont and
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for something better than a ‘new Ireland’’. For the
struggle in the North has reached stalemate. Tke mass-
ive vote for Sinn Fein led to a surge of euphoria. But
it was passive. Gerry Adams may have established
himself as an excellent constituency worker — but it
has pushed many more into active struggle agianst the
state.

As long as that stalemate exists, the new initiate —
no matter how pathetic -- can also win some support. .

| After all, if you are sitting back in your living room,
' there can be as much reason to believe Hume's forum

can do the trick as well as the Provos’ Armalite and
voting paper.

Sinn Fein is presently concentrating on building its
organisation. It put tremendous effort into tiny bye-
elections like that at Carrickmore. But they can pro-
duce no more than morale boosters.

The real question is when do the votes get trans-
lated into action on the streets. The Republican tradi-
tion of substituting for mass action — whether through
the ballot or the bomb — could whittle away the gains
that have been made. !

One effect of Mume’s forum will be to give the
other talking shop - the Assembly — a focus for their
anger. it will provide it with 2 popular issue for loyalist
workers to revive the fight for 2 returned Stormont.
The sieeping Assembly could quickly become the
vi.cious monster its supporters want.

In this situation a clear socialist voice is needed.
One that opposes the new forum not just because
itrepresente the forces of verbal nationalism — but
also because its aim is capitalist stability. One that
argues that for the rebuilding of the movement on

the streets rather thart in the councils and local

parliamentary clinics,

NATIONAL SOCIALISM

T
Make the
Bosses pay

THE TAX issue isa slow burning
fuse under the Southern State.
From April 5, many worlgerswﬂl
actually see a drop in their pay
packets. _

Ever since the last budget,
workers opposition has been
mounting.

Proltlgts'and half-day stop-
pages have been organised py
the ITGWU and Matt Merrigan of
the ATGWU has called for
clerical workers to black the
PRSI returns.

But if we are not to be used
as a stage army like the last tax
campaign, then we have to be
absolutely clear on the issues at
stake.

Two years ago 8tlllle tax tmx::o e

ign began through spontal
\pwz)rglx(l stoppages at Aer Lingus.

The ICTU was seen as a oI
tinual block on the movement —
and the leadership fell to the
Dublin Trades Council.

This time around, it is the
official trade union bureaucracy
which is setting the movement
to motion.

Why?

The trade union bureaucrats
are terrified of not being able to

" control the movement. They saw

the vacuum of leadership last
time around.

More recently, they saw the
weakness of the ITGWU at Rank.

Those who want to moderate
the protest must first show some
sign of militancy.

The union leaders have not
the slightest intention of doing
anything other than a half day
stoppage for a ritual march.

But they do intend to use the
tax-issue as a cover for their re-
treat on wages.

Union leaders who regard
strike action with a holy terror
are now proposing industrial
action on tax — and putting wage
claims into cold storage.

How do socialists respond?

Irish workers pay more tax

for one reason — their bosses pay

less. -

Both native and foreign cap-
ital are heavily subsidised by the
the state. According to a recent
report Southern Ireland tops the
league on incentives for industry.

Not only do the bosses pay a
pittance in tax and receive major

" grants — but they do not even

live up to their minimal

obligations.

The crucial class character of
the tax issue was diluted last time
around. )

The marches were massive but
totally silent. There was no clear
goal, no clear understanding of
why workers pay so much,

The protest was more of a
symbol than a struggle.

There are political reasons for
this. The-politics which domin-
ated the left of the movement
were those of the Workers Party.

They support multi-nationals
in what they see as their role of
industrialisng Ireland. Their
attacks were reserved for the
small-time dodges and evaders; -
the farmers and the professional
classes. It is a way.of evading the
central issue — the bosses pay
hardly a penny.

This time the slogan must
ring out clearly: “Make the
bosses Pay!”

But we nmst fight on two
fronts.Tax demos should not cover
a retreat on wages — instead they
should forma springboard for
re-launching those almost frag-
mented wage claims. In the end
it is a fight for our living stand-
ards.

That means opposing the
present strategy of the union
bureaucrats. When they propose
action on cuts we agree. But we
go further. Make the bosses pay
is our slogan.

But we also say Bring the Wage
Claim forward. Organise to fight
to protect living standards.

The last tax marches were more of 3

a symbol than a struggle.

people who took part

wish to thank the peo
joy after their long da
‘sent here tonight. We
possible without you
We urge you to contj
workers show unity t
a message from the j
SIGNED: Harry Flemi
Bernard Bonnie, Tony
Roy Lyons, Ray Powe
Paddy Gannon,Eddie

Ranks - Thankyou-

ON February 17, the Socialist Workers Mo vement held
a benefit social for the Ranks workers. That evening
we received the following thank-you letter:-

"We wish to take th_is opportunity to thank all the

ople ! art in Saturday’s demonstration of
solidarity with the imprisoned Ranks workers. We also
pl'e who protested outside Mount-
Y's work and also the people pre-
know no progress or victory is
and the support you have shown,
Nue to support this fight, for when
hey_ can never be defeated. This is
mprisoned Ranks workers.
ng, Paddy MeLoughlin, Alan Trimble,
Keogh, Ronnie MicDonald, Tony Grey,
v, Davey Power, Dermot O'Donnell,
Walsh, Joe Duffy and Seamus Tracey.
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