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Report To Supporters
Comrades:

It has been 3 months since the last 
issues of KAR were looted by the hated 
agents of the regime, and therefore, we 
are once again publishing the organiza
tional organ. During this time, our con
tact with our comrades, the broad sup
portive forces and consequently with the 
broad vanguard masses was cut off, 
although the organizations "program of 
action' the first edition of 
which — KAR no. 150 — was con
fiscated by the regime, was distributed. 
The supporters and different chapters of 
the organization strived to overcome this 
deficiency and published many local 
leaflets and newsletters, however, the 
red cord that was to connect all these ac
tivities was missing. Meanwhile, we 
published as many tracts and leaflets as 
we could. But since we should have 
acted according to the priorities, we 
employed all our power to compensate 
the organization. The reason is that, 
although the other aspects of action 
would have had some instantaneous and 
insignificant impacts, the publication of 
the organizational organ would have 
been delayed and this did not seem prin
cipled. Now in the first issue after the 
gap, it is our duty to report the 
developments faced by the organization, 
to the supporters:

1. How the assault 
took place:

The assault was started on Saturday 
March 12, and was ended on Tuesday, 
March 16. According to our informa
tion, Ahmad Ataollahy — in charge of 
printing and advisor to the central com
mittee — was arrested on Saturday 
night. On the same night comrade 
Hamid Azadi — from the printing 
center and in charge of distribution of 
the paper — was martyred due to the 
regimes' assault on his house. The 
organization's printing center was cap
tured by the regime on the same night. 
On Sunday night, the counting center 
was the subject of the assault. Comrades 
Abbas, Amir and Javad were martyred 
after killing the head of the local com
mittee of the "revolutionary guard" and 
two regime's agents. On the same day, 
comrade Nezam — central committee 
member, in charge of workers commit
tee and Tehran organization — was mar
tyred while he had gone to check one of 
the distribution centers. On Monday 
morning, comrades Kazem — central 
committee member and in charge of the 
security committee — and Khashayar 
who had been informed of the assault 
were martyred while confronting the 
lackies of the regime. Before they left 
their home, they had both said: "Should 
Ahmad answer the phone, I will go to 
his home." On Tuesday, comrade 
Hadi — central committee member and 
in charge of military committee, supply 
department and financial af
fairs — received a message from Ahmad 
and went to the meeting place and was 
martyred. This concluded the assault.

It is obvious that Ahmad has chosen 
the road of betrayal and has become a 
regime's disciple. Our investigations 
have confirmed this. Ahmad was ar
rested about a month before the assault 
by the police in a street and gave his 
father's address and phone number. 
After that, he was rescued by one of the 
police comrades, working secretly in the 
police force. The police created a task 
force for the arrest of Ahmad and the 
aforementioned comrades. Ahmad, 
disregarding the leadership's direction to 
avoid contact with the families during 
the holidays, contacted his family and set 
a meeting with his mother. The police,

being informed of this, chased Ahmad 
and found access to the printing and 
distribution centers.

It is clear that Ahmad cooperated with 
the police immediately after he was ar
rested. It was only through Ahmad's 
cooperation that the fall of the printing 
center into the hands of the police could 
have been possible. The information that 
the regime had, could have only been 
obtained from Ahmad. Besides, com
rades Hadi, Kazem and Khashayar went 
to their meetings as a result of contact 
with Ahmad.

2. The Road to 
Reconstruction The 
Organization, and the 
Existing Lines:

After the March assault, the organiza
tion succeeded in presenting the 
perpetuation of the assualt. The 
organization also tried to analyze the 
assault, simultaneously with planning 
the future moves. Regarding this, the 
comrades of the minority tendency of 
the organization (the "Mn") who had 
propounded the "physical survival" line 
suggested a halt to all the organization's 
activities. After the attacks on Peykar 
and Mojahedeen, they believed that the 
police were relatively consolidated and 
that the organization had no particular 
security system. The "Mn" claimed: 
Considering that the police are relatively 
consolidated and that the regime has 
considerable information about us, and 
that our organization lacks a security 
system, and that the origin of the assault 
is not completely clear yet, it is 
necessary to cancel all of the outreach 
plans, local meetings and unnecessary 
connections in Tehran, in addition to 
disruption of contact with the assaulted 
centers.

Hence, they suggested to transfer the 
leadership to secure places and then to 
put debates on the analysis of the assault 
and how to redress it on the agenda.

But a short while after this suggestion, 
the "Mn" comrades, unilaterally and 
without notifying the leadership, 
published a pamphlet called "Evaluation 
and Perspective."

This pamphlet, which represents these 
comrades' points of view, had been 
published as the "Open idealogical strug
gle Bulletin No. I", but was looted by 
the regime and was supposed to be 
republished as soon as possible. This was 
criticized by the comrades of the Majori
ty tendency (the "Mj") as a factional act. 
In replying to these critics, the "Mn" 
comrades claimed: "It is necessary to 
organize independently for the revolu
tion, and therefore the organization must 
welcome a political and organizational 
fraction. Otherwise the publishing of the 
pamphlet "Evaluation and Perspective" 
can be regarded as a split."

"Our congress," replied the "Mj" com
rades, "clarified that the majority of the 
organization opposes factionalism, by re
jecting "the right to organize a tendency" 
which is itself a prelude to factionalism. 
It is also premature to split under such 
conditions, for it will force the organiza
tional masses to make a decision without 
knowledge of the two sides positions."

In order to prevent a premature split, 
the "Mj" comrades suggested to set a 
two-month period for idealogical strug
gle and submitting of different points of 
view to the main body of the organiza
tion. According to this suggestion, at the 
end of the 2-month period — which 
was liable to be extended — the future 
form of the movement — joint struggle, 
factionalism, split, etc. — would be 
decided in a joint session. The "Mn"

comrades were first insisting on either 
imposing their factionalism on the 
organization or splitting. But after many 
debates in the central committee and the 
advisors meeting, with stress on the fact 
that the split was inevitable, accepted the 
suggestion. The "Mn" comrades criticiz
ed themselves for the unilateral publica
tion of the pamphlet in the same session. 
They also claimed that they had never 
had non-organizational contacts and had 
not organized themselves independently 
and would not do so until the end of the 
period.
3. Open ideological 
struggle:

In compliance with the aforemention
ed decisions regarding enhancement of 
open ideological struggle, "Evaluation 
and Perspectives" was published as the 
Bulletin No. 1 of the debates. The "Mn" 
comrades also submitted a leaflet which 
was prepared in March for a declaration 
of their positions and the split. This 
leaflet, which was also endorsed by the 
martyred comrade Kazem, was publish
ed after the assault. There was then a 
pamphlet called "Leninism or Trotskism" 
published on behalf of the "Mj" com
rades which criticized the positions of 
the "Mn" tendency.

In the submitted literature, the "Mj" 
comrades put stress on not admitting fac
tionalism within the organization and 
believe that active survival of an 
organization requires a unique leader
ship and unique establishment under the 
prevailing dictatorship. They also 
believe that while open idealogical strug
gle will be continued and the "Mn" com
rades will be able to present their posi
tions, they should move in accordance 
with the ratified policies of the organiza
tion and hence, the idea of an indepen
dent organization is nonsense. The "Mn" 
comrades put stress on factionalism and 
believe that they must be allowed to 
form their own political-organizational 
factions since independent organization 
is mandatory for realization of the 
revolution. They are willing to continue 
to work in the organization, only if the 
"Mj" comrades accept factionalism.

With all deficiencies and despite the 
fact that the "Mn" comrades, disregar
ding their self-criticism and com
mitments, went on to unilaterally 
distribute other pamphlets, the organiza
tion was experiencing open idealogical 
struggle, and the organizational masses 
are now going to actively participate in 
this struggle. But the "Mn" comrades 
who, despite their pretention regarding 
concern over nationwide idealogical 
struggle, apparently could not tolerate 
the enhancement of that struggle, and 
continued to unilaterally publish other 
pamphlets after "Leninism or Trotskism" 
was published. Finally four of the "Mn" 
comrades published a leaflet entitled 
"Socialist Action Method" signed by the 
Organization of the Iranian People's 
Fedaii Guerillas-the Revolutionary 
Socialism Tendency. This way, they 
once again deprived the organization!

masses from the right to decide and 
denied our country's vanguard masses 
the right to choose and to know.

Obviously, from the beginning of the 
formation of this tendency, we knew 
that they could not eventually confine 
themselves to the organization's revolu
tionary trend, for there is no affinity bet
ween Leninism and Trotskysm. Trot- 
skysm can not even be considered to be 
completely within the communist move
ment. But our knowing this was not suf
ficient. It was necessary to expose this 
tendency's points of view to the 
organizational masses. We should have 
let the organizational masses find out for 
themselves that the presence of this 
tendency in our ranks leads to nothing 
but our own liquidation. It was necessary 
to scrutinize the gaudy and flashy and 
sparkling slogans based on the realities 
of society and analyze their practical im
plications to clarify that behind all this 
gaudiness and sparkle there is nothing 
but passifism and subjectivism. It should 
have been revealed that those who 
speak of perpetuation of the revolution, 
advocate the cessation of the organiza
tion in practice. The tactics of those who 
speak of proletarian mobilization, are 
restricted to formation of workers action 
committees as underground committees 
which organize the vanguard workers 
for preparation for general political 
strike. (These are the same underground 
strike committees which were formed 
by the organization's workers' commit
tee among the workers even before 
open propagation of its slogan was on 
the agenda). The tactics presented by 
those who portray the Mojahedeen as 
the "bourgoisie's ortillergmen and con
sider them anarchists, include: throwing 
grenades and machine-gunning the 
regime-backed marches and funeral 
ceremonies. (All of these are official pro
posals of the "Mn" tendency which were 
presented in writing in the official 
meetings of the organization's commit
tees). This is why we proposed to pre
vent the split and to organize open 
idealogical struggle. We insisted on this 
demand and the "Mn" tendency was 
finally compeled to accept it although 
their desire was to split prior to the 
debates. But, they opportunistically kept 
enhancing their non-organizational con
tacts and unilaterally published other 
materials and perpetrated other acts with 
no affinity to revolutionary 
principles, — although they talk a great 
deal about principles — and eventually 
called themselves the "Revolutionary 
Socialist Tendency," and presumably 
relieved themselves.

Our Differences:
To further clarify the fundamental dif

ferences between the "Mj" and the "Mn" 
tendencies, we now outline the con
troversial issues that were discussed in 
the congress.

On the State of the Revolution: The 
"Mn" tendency defends the socialist 
revolution under the prevailing condi- 
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The National Democratic M ovement of 
the  Kurdish People and Our Positions

The heroic Kurdish people have suf
fered for years under the oppression of 
the imperialists and reactionaries. In this 
era, not only have the Kurdish people 
shared this same situation with the other 
peoples of Iran, but they have also suf
fered under the oppression of Persian 
bourgeois nationalism. In order to 
understand this double oppression, it is 
necessary to look at the situation in years 
past.

While the Kurdish people are not 
allowed to speak in their own language, 
schools are not allowedto teach in their 
native tongue, and people are not allow
ed to make decisions about problems 
within their own borders or be in control 
of their own destiny; while they are for
bidden even to wear their traditional 
clothes according to their custom and 
culture, they suffer as well from the 
backwardness of their historical way of 
life. While there has been national 
chauvinist oppression by the central 
government for years, could it be im
agined that these oppressed people 
would not care about their own destiny? 
Or that the working class could be 
neutral on this issue? Or that the revolu
tionary classes of other nationalities 
could be neutral? Of course not; as it is 
said, people who oppress other people 
cannot be free.

The peoples of Iran who are fighting 
for their freedom cannot tolerate the 
double oppression of the Kurdish peo
ple. In this way, the national democratic 
movement of the Kurdish people is a 
revolutionary and just struggle, and 
especially under the present conditions 
which tie it to the anti-imperialist, 
democratic struggle of the peoples of 
Iran to overthrow the Islamic Republic 
regime, is especially important.

Presently in Kurdistan, narrow
minded extremist nationalism is so weak 
that even the most backward people talk 
about ties between the Kurdish people's 
national struggle and the larger struggle, 
and the determining importance of the 
larger struggle to overthrow the regime. 
This is possibly one of the most impor
tant victories of the Kurdish people, and 
shows the depth of their struggle. The 
democratic national movement of the 
Kurdish people is a struggle for self- 
determination, a struggle that is revolu
tionary and democratic. Therefore sup
port for the movement is important, 
especially from our organization which 
supports all revolutionary struggles.

In our organization's program of ac
tion, we wrote of the oppressed peoples 
of Iran:

"Iran's society is composed of dif
ferent nationalities. These nationalities 
have been oppressed; the Islamic 
Republic regime, just like the Shah's 
regime, has continued the suppression of 
nationalities, and has unmercifully crush
ed the national rights of the Kurdish,
Turkish, Turkmen, Arab and Baluchi

peoples.
"The right to self-determination, in

cluding the right of separation and 
establishment of an independent govern
ment, must be recognized for all the op
pressed nationalities of Iran. The op
pressed nationalities must freely decide 
their own destinies.

"The interests of the working class of 
Iran and of the toilers of the oppressed 
nationalities of Iran lie in the joint 
establishment of a strong central state. 
But this union must be free and volun
tary, and the People's Democratic 
Republic will be based upon the free and 
voluntary union of nationalities.

"All the nationalities that, of their own 
volition, freely and voluntarily choose to 
live within the People's Democratic 
Republic will have equal and complete 
economic, social, political, and cultural 
rights. Any oppression or granting of 
special privileges on the basis of language, 
culture, race, nationality, or ethnicity will 
be illegal."

Our clear and consistent position on the 
national question shows clearly that we ac
tively support the national democratic 
movement of the Kurdish people. Here, 
too, we have shown the two aspects of the 
problem. First we have said that all the na
tionalities of Iran have the right to self- 
determination, and secondly, that the im
portant position in this regard is the free 
and voluntary unity of the peoples of Iran 
within the framework of the People's 
Democratic Republic. We also believe that 
the Kurdish nation will enjoy their rights 
only in the People's Democratic Republic.

Here we should also consider the 
specifics of this problem, since the Kurdish 
people have consistently stated in 
demonstrations, leaflets, discussions, 
etc., that their struggle is not separate 
from the larger anti-imperialist democratic 
struggle of the peoples of Iran. Here the 
specifics of self-determination are in the 
form of autonomy. Presently the objective 
of the Kurdish people's struggle is 
autonomy within the framework of revolu
tionary Iran. However, since this struggle 
alone, without the struggle against im 
perialism and reaction, is unable to bring 
freedom to the Kurdish people, it is thus 
tied to the larger anit-imperialist 
democratic struggle.

The November statement of the Kur 
distan chapter of our organization has 
given considerable attention to this strug 
gle, especially now that imperialism anc 
reaction have stepped up their aggression 
in the region. Of course, in this struggle 
we actively support all anti-imperialist 
revolutionary forces, and we emphasize 
unity of action among these forces to 
strengthen the Kurdish people's front. Our 
support for the national democratic move 
ment of the Kurdish people is the support 
given by communists to a revolutionary 
movement against oppression. Our deter 
mination in this struggle, and our taking a 
clear position, without any "ifs" or 
"buts", shows our belief that ultimately 
with the unity of workers, toilers and al 
peoples of Iran, imperialism and interna 
reaction will fall and the People's 
Democratic Republic will be established 
(From Rigay Gehle -2, OIPFG's Organ, Kurdistan 
Branch)

Report To
continued from page 8 

tions in Iran and believes in the establish
ment of one-class dictatorship — the 
proletariat — in the current stage of the 
revolution. The "Mj" tendency, on the 
contrary, appraises the revolution to be a 
people's Democratic one, and believes in 
the necessity of establishment of the 
workers — peasants democratic dictator
ship, which is itself a prelude for transi
tion to one-class dictatorship, meaning 
the proletarian dictatorship.

On the Maxiumum and Minimum 
Programs of the Proletariat: While the 
Mj" tendency holds that it is necessary 

to differentiate between the maximum 
and the minimum programs and to 
mobilize the proletariat's allies, the "Mn" 
tendency defends the transitional pro- 

am for socialist revolution.gram

/DRA

On the Socialist Camp: The "Mj" 
despite its clear cut line on revisionist 
deviations in the socialist camp, con
siders its socialist camp as an interna
tional ally of Iran's proletariat. But the 
"Mn" omits the socialist camp from the 
ranks of the proletariat's allies.

On the Potential of the Proletariat in 
the Current Stage of the Revolution: The 
"Mn" tendency propounds many slogans 
about the proletariat, but since it 
separates the proletariat from its allies, it 
practically eliminates the role of the pro
letariat from the revolution. "Mn" claims 
that it is not mandatory for the pro
letariat to unite with the petit-bourgois 
strata and the toiling masses in order to 
carry out a victorious revolution and to 
seize power. Rather, "Mn" asserts, in 
case this task is not accomplished, the 
proletariat should carry out the revolu

tion by itself and unite with these strata 
following the victory of the revolution. 
But, since the Iranian proletariat has not 
reached the required level of organiza
tion and consciousness, the "Mn" asserts: 
"Let the liberal-democrats seize power. 
The proletariat will take advantage of 
the legal atmosphere to organize and 
educate itself to overthrow the liberal- 
democrats." This way, the "Mn" prac
tically eliminates the role of proletariat 
and waits for the "National Council of 
Resistance" to seize power, so that it 
would use the "period of legal at
mosphere" to educate and organize the 
proletariat. The "Mj" tendency believes 
that despite the low level of con
sciousness and organization among the 
workers, they must be instigated to 
broad and active participation in the 
revolution and that the decisive victory

of the revolution must be planned for.
Clearly, these two trends, one of 

which is a defender of Trotskysm and 
one that is based on Leninism, can not be 
together in the same organization for a 
long time. However, we strived to ex
pose the view's of the "Mn" tendency 
the bankruptcy of which has been inter
nationally declared, among the sup 
porters through open idealogical strug 
gle and to prevent the "Mn" comrades 
numbers from exceeding the number of 
fingers on a hand. But the "Mn" did not 
tolerate this struggle and declared their 
split by publication of the aforemention 
ed leaflets. Hence, four of the "Mn' 
comrades have no longer any respon
sibilities in the organization.

continued on page 4

RAF! OF REACTIONARY LABOR 
LAWS continued from page 3
break up the protest actions of the 
workers.

— Repeal of the profit-sharing law in 
the factories on March 21, 1980. Even 
though this was such a deceptive law ac
cording to which such a negligible 
percentage was paid to the workers, 
nevertheless, it was a law imposed upon 
the employers by the workers.

— The law of liquidation in industrial 
and agricultural unifs and services to pro
hibit unproductiveness.

— And finally the repeal of courts 
settling labor disputes which has been 
referenced in the draft under the section 
"mutual agreements". . .Before the 
repeal of these courts, employers were 
responsible for paying damages to 
workers in case of "unreasonable" expul
sion, even though they would always 
resort to various methods to reduce the

Amount of damages to minimum. Today__

however, these courts cannot make a 
judgement, but should only try to bring 
about a compromise, this being at a time 
when the employers right to expulsion is 
preserved under section 33 of the labor 
statute. It is natural that a worker who is 
threatened with expulsion will com
promise. Why, then, should they pay 
him damages?!. . .

Let us compare the draft to certain 
definitions in the bill of "the extent and 
methods of productive activities of the 
private sectors" passed by the supreme 
council on economics and the cabinet to 
further witness the extent of the Islamic 
Republic's guarantees for the exploita
tion of the working class:

"Definition of productive activities of 
the private sector — section 1:. . .

This portion of economic activities is 
accomplished by an individual's capital 
or labor power. . .The worker's man
power deserves only wages or products 
according to the agreement made. He

has no share of the profit or loss or the 
product itself in a production 
center. . . .The management of the pro
duction unit is the duty of the 
employer. . ." The similarities of the 
draft of the labor laws and the above bill 
are quite evident. Thus the officials of 
the Islamic Republic are openly answer
ing the question of an Etelaaf reporter 
put to Nabavi on Oct. 2. "How can we 
restore capitalists and factory owners 
who had been sucking the people's 
blood?" By passing such bills and attemp
ting to legalize further exploitation of 
the workers.

However, such attempts will prove 
futile. Capitalist solutions to the 
economic crisis, increasing commercial 
activities by increasing the production 
and sale of oil, increasing taxes, and pass
ing anti-labor laws can only bring the 
Islamic Republic closer to collapse.

Men of power of the regime resemble 
one drowning now. They desparately

resort to anything and do not see the 
reality of their drowning. They cannot 
see the reality of the growing struggles 
of the masses. They do not see that 
every day, larger strata of the people 
join the ranks of revolution. That is why 
they see the conditions right to an 
nounce the draft of the reactionary labor 
laws. They cannot see the overwhelming 
waves of the revolution, the start of a 
storm which even forced certain 
mercenaries of the regime to warn that 
the draft cannot be corrected, com
pleted, or implemented.

The destruction of the regime is cer 
tain. Deception and suppression will not 
find it a safe passage out of the crisis 
The current crisis is a revolutionary one 
and requires a revolutionary solution 
The revolution of the workers and all 
toiling masses under the red flag of the 
proletariat.

(Kar No. 160, Dec. 7, 1982)
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of all took up the economic history of 
the last ten years. In this study, what 
he had earlier deduced, half a priori, 
from defective material, was made ab
solutely clear to him by the facts 
themselves, namely, that the world trade 
crisis of 1847 hat; been the true mother 
of the February and March Revolutions 
and that the industrial prosperity which 
had been returning gradually since the 
middle of 1848, and which attained full 
bloom in 1849 and 1850, was the revivi
fying force of the newly strengthened 
European reaction. That was decisive. 
Whereas in the three first articles (which 
appeared in the January, Febraury and 
March number of the N. Rh. Z., 
Politisch-Okonomische Revue, Ham
burg, 1850) there was still the expecta
tion of an imminent new upsurge of 
revolutionary energy, the historical 
review written by Marx and myself for 
the last number, which was published in 
the autumn of 1850 (a double number, 
May to October), breaks once and for all 
with these illusions."

(Introduction To "The Class Struggles 
in France" Engels.)

Lenin, by means of an accurate 
analysis of the world revolutions, and 
particularly the inquiries done by Marx 
and Engels regarding the 1848 revolu
tions, and at the top of the Russian pro
letariat movement, leads the 1905-1907 
revolutions. Lenin, in the face of the 
oscillations that had appeared in the 
struggle of the masses, and notwithstan
ding all the short-termed calmnesses and 
the cease-fires, and so long as he had not 
discovered any indications relevant to a 
swift termination of the crisis, jogged the 
memories of the continuation of the 
revolution; he asked the proletariat to 
become armed, be organized and ever 
ready for uprising. In November 1905, 
Lenin, depicts the exisiting situation as: 
"The big battle in which the proletariat 
has engaged tsarism is over. The all- 
Russia political strike seems to have 
come to an end almost everywhere. 
The enemy has made the biggest 
withdrawal on one flank (Finland), but 
he has dug himself in on the other 
(martial law in Poland). In the centre, 
the enemy has fallen back very little, 
but holds a strong new position, and is 
preparing for an even more bloody and 
more decisive battle."

(Between Two Battles — Lenin).
And in response to the Mensheviks, 

who had considered the revolu
tion — concluded, asking the masses 
back to their homes, Lenin said: "Down 
with all cant, all falseness, and all 
equivocation! War has been declared, 
fighting has flared up, and what we are 
now experiencing is but a lull between 
two battles."

(Between Two Battles •— Lenin).
Lenin, regards the revolution over

whelmed, only when the Czarist regime, 
by imposing the Stolypin coup d'etat, 
lays the last sparks of revolution into 
blood. The Stolypin coup as a ring 
amongst the chain of endeavours of the 
counter-revolution, drew the defeat of 
the revolution. The coup was able to 
declare the revolution's end, only from 
the days it had subdued the soveming- 
crisis on a class-conciliation basis: 
"Stolypin vanquished you not only by 
physical force, but also by the fact that 
he correctly understood the most prac
tical need of economic development; 
namely the forcible break-up of the old 
form of landownership.

(Political Notes — Lenin).
"It is now strengthening its power by 

forming an alliance with the Black- 
Hundred landowners and the Octobrist

industrialists."
(Lessons of the Revolution).
If Czarism was able to overcome the 

revolution, it was because: "Victorious 
tsardom is compelled to accelerate rem
nants of the pre-bourgeois, patriarchal 
mode of development along bourgeois 
lines progresses with remarkable speed." 
Upon controlling of the crisis, the objec
tive basis for revolution was abolished. 
To speak of revolution, in an era which 
"the development of the Russian 
bourgeoisie was taking strides with ex
traordinary speed, "was no more than 
mere insanity."

Mitigation of the crisis. This is the key 
for solving the problem. The primary 
question is, just as Lenin had pointed out 
in the Social Democracy resolution 
(March-Arpil 1907) and had stressed in 
the Party Conference resolution: "So 
long as there is no indication of an im
mediate abolition of the crisis, one may 
not speak a word of the defeat of the 
revolution."

When Lenin takes the Stolypin coup 
as his point of departure, it is not because 
Stolypin opened a new chapter of op
pression and bloodshed, for the Czar had 
played many similar roles. And if 
Stolypin oppression and terror was able 
to overcome the movement of the 
masses, it should not imply that killings 
alone is adequate to lead revolutions into 
defeat: for "No persecutions, no 
reprisals can halt the movement once 
the masses have risen, once the millions 
have begun to bestir themselves. 
Persecutions only pour oil on the flames, 
draw ever-new contingents of fighters 
into the struggle."

(The beginning of The Strikes 
— Lenin).

And it was because Stolypin drove 
forward by relying on alleviation of the 
crisis, reconciliation of the landowners 
and the bourgeoisie and even the 
Cadets.

The meaning of "revolutionary rise" is 
always used' antonymous to that of 
"political stagnation": Lenin, in relation 
to the soverning circumstances reigning 
over the struggle of the masses and the 
political conditions predominating the 
society, always speak of two periods:
1) Political stagnation: the period when 
the masses are asleep; they are far from 
the scene of political life and are busy 
with normal everyday life routine. A 
period of inactivity of the masses, when 
no significant and noticeable changes is 
revealed within the political system.
2) The revolutionary rise: a period when 
millions of the masses are awaken; and 
the state of affairs, similar to life in 
general, goes through sudden changes. 
The spirit of political life awakes 
amongst the masses. Eventually, the 
masses come to understand the necessity 
to defy Autocracy. "A period when one 
year is equivalent to twenty years of 
stagnation and millions and tens of 
millions of the people, in a week's time, 
learn more than one normal, sluggish 
year." A period that the masses step into 
an "aggressive phase."

"In order to make this thought clear, 
let us take a glance at the change that 
has taken place in the concrete social 
and political situation during the past 
six years. We at once discern two 
three-year periods into which this six- 
year period falls, the one ending 
roughly with the summer of 1907, and 
the other with the summer of 1910. The 
first three-year period, regarded from 
the purely theoretical standpoint, is 
distinguished by rapid changes in the 
fundamental features of the state 
system in Russia. The course of these

changes was very uneven and the 
amplitude of oscillations in both direc
tions was very great. The social and 
economic basis of these changes in the 
"superstructure" was the action of all 
classes of Russian society in the most 
varying fields (activity inside and out
side the Duma, the press, unions, 
meetings, and so forth), so open and im
pressive and on such a mass scale as is 
not often to be observed in history.

The second three-year period, on the 
contrary, was distinguished — we repeat 
that we are here confining ourselves to 
the purely theoretical "sociological" 
standpoint — by an evolution so slow 
that it almost amounted to stagnation. 
There were no changes at all noticeable 
in the state system. There were no, or 
almost no open and variegated actions 
by the classes in the majority of the 
"arenas" in which these action were 
enacted in the preceding period."

(Certain Features of The Historical 
Development of Marxism — Lenin).

For an accurate assessment of the 
soverning political conditions and the 
pathway of the struggle of the masses, 
Lenin always utilizes the thermometer of 
the workers movements and strikes. He 
explains the characteristics of the dif
ferent phases of the revolution, by ex
amining one year's rate of strikes and 
ultimately by drawing the curves of the 
workers struggles in each period.

When a continuous wave of mass 
strikes began in 1895 this was the 
beginning of the phase of preparation 
for the people's revolution. When in 
January 1905, the number of strikers in 
this one month exceeded 400,000, this 
was the beginning of the actual revolu
tion. In all the three years of the 
revolution the number of strikers, 
though gradually declining (almost 
3,000,000 in 1905, 1,000,000 in 1906, 
and three-fourths of a million in 1907), 
was higher than had ever been known 
in any other country.

When the number of strikers drop
ped abruptly (176,000) in 1908 and was 
followed by an even more marked 
decline in 1909 (64,000) this spelled the 
end of the first revolution, or rather, 
the first phase of the revolution.

And now, since the summer of this 
year, the tide is beginning to rise again. 
The number of participants in 
economic strikes is increasing very 
rapidly. The phase of the total domina
tion of the Black-Hundred reaction has 
come to an end. The phase of a new up
surge is beginning.

(The beginning of The Strikes 
— Lenin, 1910).

The decisive defeat of the revolution 
is the end point of a period of a battle 
between revolution and counter
revolution over the destiny of the 
revolution. It is the point that the 
counter-revolution is enabled to impose 
its will upon the main aspects of 
economic and social life of a society and 
the toiling masses accommodate 
themselves to it. The era of "chaos" and 
"anarchy" is ended; and the era of "legal 
order", political supineness and the 
predominance of the reaction begins. 
The impetuous days with constant ex- 
plosins and various happenings, and the 
days of swift, bewildering actions are 
over and things go back to normal; the 
political regime is stabilized and the 
changes within it is diminished ap
preciably; and there are not any signs of 
open uprisings any longer.

It must be said that during the skir
mishes between revolution and counter
revolution many victories and defeats 
are attained. Many times cease-fires,

retreat and then intensification of war 
and new aggressions occur. As Lenin had 
said: the trend of the changes in the era 
of revolutionary rise is so disharmonious 
and the extent of its swinging to both 
sides is very wide. The end result of the 
dispute between revolution and counter
revolution is neither consecutive trium
phs nor defeats. However, there should 
always be a distinction between unen
during defeats and those in one or a few 
fronts and the consequential back-offs, 
and the definite defeat of the revolution. 
The particularities of such rises and falls, 
the short-lived calmness and their dif
ferences with a positive defeat of the 
revolution must be found in the conti
nuance of the revolutionary rise. The 
masses lose in one front and back-off, 
but make advances in other fronts; they 
are oppressed, but never leave the 
political scene; they are deceived, but 
never fall asleep and the crisis goes on at 
its climax. As long as the masses, for the 
sake of their basic demands, are willing 
to pursue overt revolutionary struggle, 
the defeat of the revolution is not pro
cured. As long as the general economic 
crisis, which had caused the initiation of 
the revolution and dragging the masses 
of the people to the battlefields, is not 
subsided, they do not see any other 
choice but to join the movement, and to 
crush and stump upon the laws. The day 
to day life itself, leads the masses to clash 
and confront the regime. For, to yield to 
the exisitng conditions — the conditions 
which are descended from the crisis — is 
equivalent to death.

The counter-revolution would be able 
to draw the revolution into a fiasco only 
when it can, on the one hand, knock off 
the masses in a face to face com
bat — and this by itself will not suf
fice — and on the other hand, win and 
ease the crisis. This is a rule proven in 
every historical and revolutionary event. 
The 1848-1849 German revolution, the 
1905 Russian revolution, the Chilean 
revolution of 1973, and the revolution 
of 1953 along with the suppression of 
1963 in Iran clearly demonstrate that 
repression, only ensued by reforms and 
curtailment of the crisis, may pull the 
revolution into a halt. This is the essence 
of a Marxist-Leninist analysis to the 
question of revolution.
(Will be continued in the next issue of 
KAR International).

(KAR No. 153, July 19, 1982)

Report
continued from page 5

This report on the recent 
developments facing the organization, 
more than ever, clarifies our current 
situation and the vital duties of the sup
porters. The premature split was impos
ed on us immediately after the assault 
which culminated in the martyrdom or 
arrest of many of our valuable comrades. 
Despite the existence of an intense at
mosphere during this time, and despite 
the necessity for alterations and exten
sive preparation, and besides the ad
vancement of open idealogical struggle, 
the organization was able to reconstruct 
itself during this period. The organiza
tion's organ is once again being publish
ed and therefore our contact with the 
supporter comrades is being established.

*(KAR NO. 154, July 17, 1982)
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