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Defy· the capitalists and the union hacks! 

Rank-and-file ac:tion vs. the takebac:ks 
1988 has opened up with a new round 

of struggle by the workers. This issue of 
The Workers' Advocate reports on a 
series of strikes, job actions, and other 
protests against the capitalist ·conces
sions drive. 

are still out for blood. 
In the fall the Bureau of National Af

fairs (BNA), a private publisher of busi
ness research, surveyed major corpora
tions about what they had in store for 
their workers. The BNA study showed 
that, "Despite rising profits ... employ-

ers intend to take a more aggressive, 
tighter fisted stance with unions next 
year (1988) according to a survey of 
companies with labor contracts expiring 
in 1988 .... An overwhelming majority of 
the 215 employers in the BNA survey 
indicated they are determined to 

prevent unions from reversing a 
downward pattern in negotiated wage 
increases that began in 1982." (As
sociated Press, Nov.13, 1987) 

The capitalist offensive continues 
Continued on page 6 

See TAKEBACKS This is a year when many major con
tracts expire and various struggles are 
coming up. 

The strike at Mobil Oil begins the 
contract struggles of 40,000 workers in 
the oil industry. 

Walkouts and job actions have broken 
out at several General Electric plants. 
And 155,000 electrical workers are 
preparing for contract struggles this 
summer against GE, Westinghouse and 
other companies. 

Democrats fund 
Reagan's contras 

There have been a number of mass 
protests at Chrysler against layoffs and 
plant closings. And this summer and fall 
contracts for 160,000 auto workers ex
pire at Chrysler, General Dynamics, and 
various auto parts companies. 

As well, rubber workers, truck 
drivers, clothing workers. government 
workers - in all 3.4 million workers -
face major contract fights this year. 

The outcome of these struggles will 
determine the immediate fate of the 
Reaganite takeback offensive. The need 
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market crash the capitalists ha e be
come even more determined to skin the 
workers. It's time to unite, to organize, 
to stand up to every attack and build a 
class-wide struggle of all the workers. 

pedaling on this demand of anti-Intervention activists. 

The Capitalists Are Out for Blood 

This year's election campaign has 
seen Democrats and even a few Repub
licans talking about a new compassion 
for the working masses. Some 
magazines have even declared that the 
Reagan era is over. But beneath the nice 
promises one finds that the capitalists 

The Democrats know no shame in 
their hostility to Nicaragua. No sooner 
do they finally vote down one of 
Reagan's contra aid packages on Feb
ruary 3, than they declared on Feb
ruary 4 that they would fund the contras 
themselves. A new vote is expected in 
early March. 

The Democrats are proposing a $30 
million aid package to last a few 
months. The issue in Congress is not 
whether to fund the war on Nicaragua, 
but only whether to pass the Democratic 

• March 8 - International Working Women's Day
Salute the communist women of I ran! 

• Kurdistan - nine years of revolutionary struggle
• Medical work in the revolution

(See pages 8-11) 

bill or a new Republican bill. 
Anti-Intervention activists! The Dem

ocratic liberals swore up and down 
that the Democratic Party would stand 
up to the Reaganite war on Nicaragua. 

What liars I In the last six months the 
Democratic-controlled Congress has 
approved aid to the contras four times 
for a total of over $50 million. At this 
rate the Democrats will match the 
highest yearly funding for the contras 
ever. 

Now the Democratic Party wants to 
continue funding the contras in the 
name of "peace." 

The Democrats are just as opposed to 
Nicaraguan workers and peasants as the 
open Reaganite warmongers. I.et us 
aim the anti-war struule qalnst both 
parties of U.S. aggression, the Repub
licans and the Democrats! D 

See article on fraud of "humanitarian" 
aid - page 15. 

No let up in Palestinian uprising.: 

'Oc:c:upiers, get out!' 
The month of February saw no letup 

in the Palestinian demonstrations in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Every time a 
school is allowed to open it immediately 
becomes an organizing center. Every 
time curfew is lifted from a neighbor
hood the masses immediately take to 
the streets again, determined to seek 
vengeance on the zionist soldiers. 

The continuing movement has shown 
everything the zionists said about the 
uprising to be a lie. They said it was the 
work of a few "outside agitators." They 
said it couldn't last. They said that beat
ing the demonstrators would end it. But 
the rebellion continues. And it gains in 
strength. 

Nablus at the Center 

The uprising began in early Decem
ber in Gaza. And Gaza keeps getting 
shut down by a commercial and 
laborers' strike. The tens of thousands 
of workers who cross the border daily to 
work inside Israel periodically withhold 
their labor from the Israeli capitalists. 

But the largest protest actions in 
February took place in the West Bank. 
Protests took place up and down the 
West Bank, even in remote villages, 
miles from any road. 

The largest actions occurred in the 
cities - Ramallah, Nablus, East 
Jerusalem. In Nablus the zionist troops 
came under attack from hundreds of 
youth throwing stones, bottles, chunks 
of concrete, and flowerpots. In many 
cases the youth forced bloodied Israeli 
soldiers to retreat. In the narrow streets 
and alleys of Nablus young militants at
tacked troops with knives, taking on the 
heavily armed soldiers in hand-to-hand 
combat. 

The zionists put the entire city of 
Nablus - with a population of 100,000 
- under round-the-clock curfew for a
week and a half. No one was allowed out
of their home for ten days. This is a big
hardship for people who usually buy
their food daily. But starving the masses
into submission did not work. Protests
continued in the areas around Nablus.

Continued on page 13 
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