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The struggle for power
The recent events in Iran seem to be 

inconsistent and at times confusing. 
Recognizing the kind of struggle which 
is now going on between different 
political-religious groups, in their at
tempt to seize political power, allows 
one to see these events in the proper 
perspective. This article tries to explain 
the contradictions and positions of 
these groups.

The provisional government, formed 
in the aftermath of the February revolt, 
was essentially a product of two ele
ments. On one side it was the result of a 
year-long struggle and sacrifice of the 
masses, and on the other side it was the 
outcome of negociations and concilia
tion that the national bourgeoisie 
(represented by Bazargan and the

National Front party) started with the 
reaction  and U .S . im perialism  
(represented by Bakhtiar and the 
military). During the last months of 
1978, when the negociations were going 
on, many, including the national 
bourgeoisie of Iran, predicted that any 
future government in Iran would be 
dominated by the national bourgeoisie 
with strong representation from the 
com prador bourgeoisie and the 
military. The February revolt upset all 
the previous calculations. Its’ impact on 
redistribution of power was reflected in 
the composition of the provisional 
government and the extent of power it 
could attain. The reaction’s participa
tion in the government was reduced 
from a dominant partnership to

minimum, but that o f the petty 
bourgeoisie from insignificant to sub
stantial. The national bourgeoisie,
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though still outnumbering other frac
tions in the provisional government, 
lacks any executive power and its 
“authorities” are constantly overridden 
by representatives o f the petty  
bourgeoisie.

After gaining political power, the 
petty bourgeoisie of Iran has split into 
factions. The upper class of the petty 
bourgeoisie, represented by Ayatollah 
Khomeiny and his associates, is for the 
time being the dominant faction and ex
ercises authority through its executive 
organs such as “ Khomeiny commit
tees” and “revolutionary courts” . The 
middle section of the petty bourgeoisie, 
represented by Ayatollah Taleghani, is 
not at all happy with the way the other 
faction handles the social, political, and 
economic problems and regard their 
p olic ies as narrow-m inded and 
dogmatic. This faction advocates a 
much more democratic approach and 
enjoys the support of the petty 
bourgeoisie. The lower section of the 
petty bourgeois class is represented by 
progressive groups such as Mojahedeen 
and represent the most radical elements 
of this class. Because of the admiration 
of the masses for their courage and 
bravery demonstrated through years of 
struggle with the fascist regime of the 
Shah, they have been able to penetrate 
the lowest strata of the masses and 
gather large mass support.

The contradictions which have 
developed between the national 
bourgeoisie and upper petty bourgeoisie 
on one hand, and the contradictions 
between the subsections of the petty- 
bourgeoisie on the other hand are 
responsible for many recent incidents in 
Iran and undoubtedly will affect the 
future political order of the country. 
The resignation of Dr. Sanjabi, the 
leader of the National Front, from the 
cabinet of Bazargan and his replace

ment by Dr. Yazdi, one of the as
sociates of Ayatollah Khomeiny, was 
an in d ica tio n  o f  the n a tio n a l 
bourgeoisie’s frustration at constantly 
losing ground to a parallel government 
set up by the upper section of the petty 
bourgeoisie. The arrest of members of 
the family of Ayatollah Taleghani by 
the “Khomeiny committees” was also a 
direct attempt by the dominant petty 
bourgeoisie to force Taleghani to get 
out of the political scene and — at least 
temporarily — have a strong opposition 
group eliminated from the powerplay. 
The wave of arrests of members of 
progressive groups, and in particular 
that of Mojahedeen, is also indicative of 
the pressure that the upper petty 
bourgeoisie is exerting on other petty 
bourgeois factions that it regards as 
potientially dangerous.

The people’s reaction to important is
sues such as the national minorities, 
women’s rights, and the new proposed 
constitution, clearly indicates that the 
wide public support for the provisional 
government and the present leadership 
is very superficial and is not founded on 
firm bases. The masses are indeed 
watching the government carefully. So 
far this government has not been able to 
fulfill, even to a small degree, the peo
ple’s expectations and thus is rapidly 
losing its popular support. Moreover, 
the year-long turmoil that finally 
resulted in the February revolt had a 
profound effect on all layers of the petty 
bourgeoisie. A radicalization current, 
originating in the lowest strata of the 
masses, deeply penetrated some layers 
of this class. The fact that this upward 
current is now confronted by opposing 
currents of intimidation and even op
pression from above has introduced a 
further destabilizing force in the 
already shaky ranks of the petty 
bourgeoisie. In addition, the national 
bourgeoisie, which is now reexamining 
its position, sooner or later will start an

all out offensive against the upper petty 
bourgeoisie to recapture some of its lost 
ground. The role of the middle section 
of the petty bourgeoisie in this conflict 
and, in general, in the future redistribu
tion of power is very important. If it 
supports the national bourgeoisie 
against the well-off petty bourgeoisie, 
the latter would not be able to resist and 
would lose power to the national 
bourgeoisie. On the other hand, if it 
joins forces with the well-off petty 
bourgeoisie, it would increase the 
polarization between the masses and 
the ruling class and in the long run it 
could very well lead to another explo
sion. If it joins the lower-class of the 
petty bourgeoisie it would facilitate the 
evolution of the February revolt into a 
full democratic revolution with the 
leadership of progressive forces.

At present the role of revolutionary 
and progressive forces is highly critical. 
The national bourgeoisie, in its conflict 
with the upper petty bourgeoisie, could 
very well approach certain factions of 
the comprador bourgeoisie, big land- 
ow n ers, the m ilita ry , or even  
imperialists for reconciliation. The 
result of such an unholy alliance would 
eventually be a military government, 
such as those in Brazil or Chile. If the 
progressive and revolutionary forces in 
Iran do not unite as fast as possible the 
working class around themselves and 
do not mobilize the large masses of 
peasantry on their side, in the face of 
such conspiracies, there would be no 
firm and united front to stand up and 
fight back. It is no secret that in the 
absence of such a united front, no mat
ter who loses or who wins the present 
power struggle in Iran, the main loser 
would be the working class. That is also 
why the struggle for unity among all 
progressive and revolutionary forces is 
at the top of the agenda and the front 
were the most important victories will 
be achieved.
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The national minorities are determined
to fight for their rights

Like the Kurds and Turkomans (March-April 79) the Arab populations (here in Khouzestan) are now ris
ing the demand the end to national oppression and discrimination, respect of their language and a form of 
national autonomy.

Iran is a vast land. The culture and 
language of different peoples living in 
this vast land is full of variety. The 
main languages used in Iran are Farsi, 
Azari, Kurdish, Balouchi, Iorie, and 
Arabic. The Farsi people who live in the 
center, north east, and south of Iran 
form about 55% of the population. The 
next largest population is formed by 
Azrbajjani people (about 20%) who live 
in the north-west of Iran. The Kurds 
and Lores, about 10% of the popula
tion, live in the west of Iran. The 
Balouchis, who also form about 10% of 
the population, live in the south east of 
the c o u n tr y . The A r m en ia n s , 
Turkomans, and Arab people, which 
form the remaining 5%, are the rem
nants of several major exodus of other 
nations into the plateau of Iran, follow
ing historical wars in the area and live 
in the north west, north east and south 
west of Iran, respectively. The Farsi, 
Kurdish, Lorie, and Balouchie  
languages are derivatives of the ancient 
Persian language, the Dari language, 
but through time they have evolved in 
different directions and have come into 
contact with different languages. As a 
result, presently they are drastically dif
ferent from each other and they have 
their own characteristics.

The Farsi-(persian) speaking people 
are the original settlers in Iran and have 
always formed the majority. The 
monarchs, ruling this country for cen
turies found it politically advantageous 
to attract the majority by promoting 
only the nationalistic sentiments of the 
Farsi-speaking people and as a result 
bolstered Farsi-chauvinism. The aspira
tions of the minority nationalities were 
neglected and to a large degree supres- 
sed. The minority peoples in Iran have 
always suffered from the Unjust and 
chauvinistic treatment they received 
from Farsi-rulers. The culture and 
language of non-Farsi people had been 
always ridiculed, derided and belittled 
by influential reactionaries and ruling 
reactionary governments. With no ex
ception the Farsi language has always 
been the court language in Iran and up
held has the official language of all Ira
nian peoples. This has been true even 
during the periods when the ruling cli
ques were from non-Farsi speaking peo
ples.

The Farsi language, which has

always been imposed by force on other 
minorities, has had the opportunity to 
involve and flourish extensively. Many 
writers and poets from the minority 
peoples have contributed to this evolu
tion. The other main languages, on the 
other hand, have never had the chance 
to fully envolve. Indeed many Farsi
speaking rulers tried openly to suppress 
and a anihilate the minority languages. 
But the non-Farsi speaking peoples 
have equally tried hard to preserve their 
culture and identity, through keeping 
their languages alive.

In the past century, there had been 
numerous movements by Farsi and 
non-Farsi speaking people, which in 
spite of their limited success or even 
failure, have kept the hope of freedom 
in the heart of Iranian peoples alive. 
These movements had been mostly mix
ed with nationalistic tendencies and 
their prime motive has been deliverance 
from the oppression and subjugation of 
reactionary Farsi-governments. Before 
the 20th century, when the feudal 
system was dominant in Iran, the 
nationalistic element was to a large ex
tent absent in these movements. This is 
especially true in Azarbayhan where 
movements of large manitude and 
scope had erupted. These movements 
had a strong religious content and this 
very factor was responsible for curbing 
the nationalistic sentiments in these 
movements. In this century, under the 
e x c e s s iv e  F a r s i - c h a u v in is m ,  
nationalism has grown rapidly among 
different minority peoples. This very

often had negative effects on the overall 
movement aimed at liberation of all 
Iranian masses. During the past 30 
years, for example, the Kurdish and 
Azarbayjan people have mounted huge 
movements which because of certain 
mistakes and weaknesses ended in 
defeat. One of the mistakes which 
diverted both these movements and 
provided the reaction with an effective 
weapon was adopting the short sighted 
view of persuing only their own 
nationalistic aspirations and limiting 
the movements to their own region. 
Indeed this very mistake allowed the 
reaction to penetrate into the ranks of 
the movements and break them up from 
inside.

After Islam was imposed on Iranians 
in the 7th century,it did not take long 
for resistance to foreign domination to 
manifest itself in different forms. One 
of the facets of this resistance was adap
tation of the Shieat sect as opposed to 
the original form of Islam, the orthodox 
Sonnah. The Shieat sect is essentially 
based on a rejectionist, anti-state school 
of thought and has always been a 
political religion. It is to a large extent 
confined to Iran and has very few fol
lowers elsewhere. The hostility and bit
terness directed toward the foreign rul
ing power (all from Sonnah) thus found 
another aspect as outlet in the form of 
religious hatred and aminosity. This 
religious orientation was later on 
employed by the reactionnary rulers to

(see  page 4 )
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opress those peoples who are Sunite. 
For example, the Kurds and Balouches, 
the majority of whom are Sunite, were 
generally regarded as aliens and they 
were treated harshly and deprived of 
their rights by the reactionary kings.

During the dark reign of the Pahlavi 
dynasty, the Iranian peoples were sub
ject to cruel and barbarous acts of tor
ture and exploitation. In this period, 
Farsi-chauvinism was again bolstered 
to the highest degree to “secure” the 
monarchist regime and its dominance. 
But contrary to the regime’s expecta
tions, its fascistic oppression was 
responsible for the formation of many 
underground organizations and move
ments which grouped both Farsi and 
non-Farsi specking peoples. During this 
period, the most deceitful tactics and 
propaganda were used to destroy the 
culture and language of minority people 
and expand Farsi-chauvinism. This was 
done to create hostility and confronta
tion among Iranian peoples. In reaction 
to these efforts by the regime, the Ira
nian peoples took up arms and shoulder 
to shoulder confronted the regime.

One of the steps the regime took to 
destroy the language and culture of 
minority people took place during the 
reign of Reza Shah, the father of the 
deposed Shah. In non-Farsi speaking 
areas, the regime built special places to 
keep sm all children, who were 
separated by force from their mothers 
in early childhood, and raised in the 
Farsi language. Nobody was allowed to 
speak any language eccept Farsi in 
these places. Another tactic used to 
create hatred and prevent unity among 
different Iranian peoples, was to pop
ularize jokes in differents regions that 
insulted other peoples living in other 
areas. Radio, T.V., and even new
spapers and magazines were overtly 
used to spread these jokes and at the 
same time make it possible for every 
region to know what kind of jokes were 
used in other regions against them. 
They were calling the Azarbayhani 
workers, who are the most industrious 
and able workers in Iran, “donkeys” . 
Through the jokes they pictured the 
politically aware and bold people of the 
northern part of Iran, who in the past 
started many movements in that area, 
as u bunch of callous and mean people. 
During the reign of the deposed Shah, 
llic negative propaganda and fascistic 
acts aimed at annihilation of the 
languages and cultures of minority peo
ples and denial of their democratic 
rights reached a new height and some of 
the Farsi-chauvinist writers and poets 
did not hesitate to collaborate with the 
regime in this respect.
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During the reign of the deposed 
Shah, people seeking democracy were 
prosecuted and executed in large groups 
and national movements were harshly 
suppressed. In Kurdistan many of the 
Kurds m erely because o f their 
nationalist sentiments were put in front 
of firing squads, but this never quelched 
the fire of freedom living within the 
K urds. T hey  in s t ig a te d  .m a n y  
revolutionary organizations which later 
joined the main revolutionary organiza
tions in the country and fought side by 
side with other Iranian peoples for put
ting an end to the despotic regime of the 
Shah.

During the dark reign of the Pahlavi 
dynesty, the Iranian peoples were kept 
illiterate and superstitions and Iran 
turned into a backward country. To the 
regime the educational institutes and 
especially the universities were the 
source of trouble and agitation. The 
regime naturally had no intention to ex
pand or change the 60 year-old  
educational system, because that meant 
more educated and aware people which 
they could not tolerate. Most of the 
schools and universities were originally 
built by the people. Then the regime 
came and took over the establishments 
to prevent them from turning into anti
regime strong-holds and to introduce 
part of its brain-washing propaganda 
into the universities’ atmosphere. In 
primary and high school all the texts 
were in Farsi and everybody was sup
posed to communicate in Farsi, no mat
ter in which area of the country they 
were. Desobedience was supposed to 
lead to immediate expulsion from the 
school. Under such circumstances it is 
not hard to imagine how puzzled and 
confused a six year-old Azarbayjani 
child, whose mother tongue is Turkish, 
would be or how many children in-non- 
Farsi-speaking areas were deprived of 
an education because of expulsion from 
school.

During the past 50 years, the working 
conditions and extent of exploitation 
were the same for all the workers and 
peasants in Iran. A Farsi worker was as 
much exploited as a Balouchi or Kur
dish worker. The workers and peasants, 
if they were not working in their own 
area, were subject to further and 
harsher exploitation. Very often the 
local reactionary authorities provoked 
confrontation between the local and 
non-local workers and peasants to play 
the old game of divide and rule. In Kur
distan, for example, a big factory sud- 
dently laid-off a large number of 
workers all of whom were Kurds and 
replaced them with Azarbayjani 
workers. The Kurd workers, when they

saw their jobs taken over by Azarbay
jani workers, were enraged and started 
to attack Azarbayjani workers in the 
streets and even inside the factory. Then 
the factory’s management started to 
rehire them under wages and working 
conditions lower than what their 
previous contracts allowed. This is the 
kind of policy that was endorsed and 
promoted by the Shah’s regime.

This kind of policy not only allowed 
the local reactionary to exploite the 
workers and peasants ruthlessly, but it 
also serveD the regime in the sense that 
hatred between peoples was the best 
way to prevent their unity and their 
ability to fight back. These very 
workers and peasants, when they 
realized how the regime and reac
tionaries were manipulating them for 
further exploitation, waged an upheaval 
that wiped out both the regime and the 
reactionaries.

Iran has a very long border with the 
Soviet Union in the north. Thus the 
great October revolution in 1917 in 
Russia had a profound effect on 
awakening the Iranians. The Iranian 
workers, particularly the Azerbayjani 
workers, who used to cross the border 
and work in the industrial centers in the 
Azarbayjan province of the Soviet 
Union, brought back into Iran the 
revolutionary ideology which liberated 
the peoples of the Soviet Union. The 
Azerbayjani people saw that on the 
other side of the border, people with the 
same language and culture as theirs, 
had been able to free themselves from 
the exploitation and tyranny of the 
Tzar, and have their own autonomous 
province.

This renewed their long-standing 
desire for autonomy and deliverance 
from the Farsi chauvinists. After the se
cond world war, when the central 
government was very weak, the Azar
bayjani and Kurdish people sized the 
opportunity to form their autonomous 
g overn m en ts. T his p artia l in 
dependence, however, did not last long. 
Because of mistakes committed by
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(fro m  p ag e  4 )

leaders of the Azarbayjan Democratic 
Party, after eleven months the central 
government regained control over those 
areas. The fascist Shah, after the col
lapse of the Azarbayjan hnd Kurdistan 
autonomous governments, again mas
sacred the Azarbayjani and Kurdish 
peoples: blood bath, flowed in the 
streets of Tabriz and Sannandaj, the 
capitals of those provinces

Today, the Iranian peoples, after 60 
years of struggle with the Pahlavi 
regime and the sacrifice of thousands of 
the best youths of this country, have 
been able to oust the Shah and destroy 
the clique that kept him in power. The 
Iranian peoples are now demanding 
their democratic rights including the 
right to self-rule and autonomy. They 
want to join together to form a truly in
dependent and democratic country 
which would allow the culture of all 
minority peoples to flourish and ex
pand. The present provisional govern
ment in Iran seems to be unaware of the 
nationalistic aspirations of minority 
peoples and their legitimate democratic 
rights. The policy adopted by this 
government toward the Kurds and 
Turkomans is deplorable. It resulted in 
unjustified blood-shed of innocent peo
ple and in no way serves the interest of 
the Iranian peoples. The argument that 
the bourgeoisie and the rest of the 
liberals put forward on this issue is that

the Iranian peoples originaly had a uni
que culture and language; thus Iranians 
are one nation with one language: colon 
Farsi. To back this, they give examples 
such as the existence of words in dif
ferent Iranian languages with common 
roots or the celebration of the same 
feasts by different Iranian people. This 
is an absurd rational. To go by this 
logic would mean that most of the 
European countries, since their 
languages have common roots in Latin 
and they all celebrate Christmas, form 
a single nation and do not need indepen
dent governments.

Recently the Kurds rightly resisted 
the imposition of central government 
authority in their territory and forced 
the government to accept their right to 
self-rule. The Turkomans are also 
fighting to win the same concession 
from the government. What the present 
bourgeois government in Iran is now 
trying to sell to the people is that the 
autonomy should be strictly limited to 
language and culture in each region. 
But this is not what the minority peo
ples in Iran demand. They want full 
autonomy and that is their right.

This right should not be denied by the 
government; otherwise the situation will 
back-fire. The government argues that 
if full autonomy be given to each 
minority people, there will be sepera- 
tion and Iran will disintegrate. But is 
seems that either they do not have the 
right conception of autonomy or their 
class interests do not allow them to see

it from the proper perspective. If the 
Iranian people demand autonomy this 
does not mean they seek independence. 
There are num erous h istorica l, 
economic and geopolitical factors 
which tie them together and keep them 
all part of a big family. The achieve
ment of autonomy by minority peoples 
will resolve the inferiority complexes 
which presently exist. Being equals 
partners with equal rights would bring 
the Iranian people closer to each other 
and create the conditions for building a 
democratic progressive country. On the 
other hand the refusal of the govern
ment to recognize the legitimate rights 
of the minority peoples would lead to 
internal conflicts which either pave the 
way for the reaction to return to power 
or for Farsi-chauvinism to increase. 
This is not what the Iranian peoples 
have fought for. If there are no close 
resemblances among the cultures and 
languages in Iran, there are rather 
many common economic and political 
factors which bring them together, and 
allow them to form a solid, uniform 
common front against all imperialists 
and reactionary powers. They would 
join forces to defend their own rights as 
well as the rights of all oppressed people 
of the world.

Long live the solidarity of the peoples 
of the world!

Long live the solidarity between the 
Iranian people and the Canadian 
people!

Develop support for the struggle 
of the Iranian people

The struggle to raise and develop 
support for the struggle of the Iranian 
people is well underway and is progress
ing positively. The committee has 
already received many financial con
tributions amassed on different occa
sions and at activities for the support of 
the struggle of the Iranian people. 
Canadian workers in M ontreal, 
Quebec, Vancouver, Halifax and 
Toronto to name only the most impor
tant sources, have become interested in 
the struggle. They signed a resolution of 
support for the Iranian people, con- 
gratualting them on the Victory of 
February and declaring their pledge to 
fight imperialism. They had their dona
tions to the Iranian people sent via the 
committee (we have already been able

to gather more than $1000.00 U.S. to 
send to the Iranian people). Several in
dividuals in Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto 
etc..., sent personal donations ranging 
from $5.00 to $100.00. A journalist 
from a large Montreal daily took the 
welcome initiative of regularly sending 
us numerous and varied press clippings 
and photos of several western new
spapers (Canada, France, Britain, 
USA, etc...). The first two issues of IN
FORMATION IRAN were received 
with enthusiasm and brought generous 
voluntary donations: more than 8,000 
copies of the first issue and almost 10,0- 
00 of the second were distributed in 
French and more than 3,000 of each 
edition in English.

Friends, the committee rejoices at

these very encouraging results and ap
peals to have them enlarged even more. 
Let’s recall the four targets of the com
mittee as defined in the political plat
form of the committee:
L- Support for the struggle of the 

working class and the Iranian mas
ses for a real independence and a 
real democracy in Iran.

2. - Support for the struggle for the
restauration of all democratic rights 
of the working class and of the peo
ple.

3. - Opposition to any intervention by
American imperialism in Iran and 
to any other imperialism.

4. - Denounce Canada’s role in Iran, al-

(see  p age  6 )
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lied to American imperialism to 
maintain exploitation of the work
ing class and the Iranian masses.

All this is still a burning reality, as is 
shown by many other articles in this is
sue. So we should not for even a minute 
think that the work accomplished al
lows us to say “We have done our 
share”. On the contrary, we still have so 
much to do, all of us Canadian workers! 
The national bourgeoisie in power in 
Iran is no less bourgeois than a foreign 
bourgeoisie. It will no more give pre
sents to the people than any other 
bourgeoisie. Like all bourgeois, in
cluding “liberal” bourgeois, they live 
off the exploitation of the people; the 
Iranian people, to win back their rights 
and liberate themselves, are counting 
on the people of the world, including the 
Canadian people. The victories have 
been wrenched from the bourgeoisie 
which is only waiting for the first op
portunity to annul them; it won’t con
strain itself if we leave it alone. 
Workers are on strike, millions of un
employed are in total misery, national 
minorities are fighting for their rights, 
women are standing up against 
bourgeois chauvinism; in short, the 
struggle continues. Our support is more 
important and necessary than ever and 
for a long while yet. We are not going to 
let the Iranian people take their second 
breath alone. Our participation, our 
support must match the courage of the 
Iranian masses. The committee, for its 
part, will continue to lead this struggle 
for support to term. The report will be a 
central instrument that will be produced 
as long as necessary.

Here are some propositions for sim
ple actions, easy to organize and which, 
when added together, make for the 
development within the Canadian peo

ple of a correct understanding of the 
stakes and an active support movement 
for the Iranian people.

In our union, day care centre, food 
co-op, medical clinic or legal-aid, in our 
student association, etc..., we can 
propose the adoption of the resolution 
of support (see facing page) for the 
struggle of the Iranian people and, on 
this basis, procede to a collection of 
voluntary donations from the partici-

RfiSOLUTION D ’APPUI 

A LA LUTTE 

DU PEUPLE IRANIEN

Nous voulons faire savoir a la classe ouvriere 
et aux masses iraniennes que nous nous re- 
jouissons de la victoire eclatante qu’elles ont 
remportee en se debarrassant du regime reac- 
tionnaire du shah. Nous appuyons leurs luttes 
presentes et futures pour defendre les acquis de 
cette victoire et pour assurer la realisation totale 
de leurs revendications. En particulier, nous 
nous opposerons a toute participation directe et 
indirecte de 1’Etat et du capital canadien au 
maintien de la domination imperialiste sur 
I’lran, et a toute ingerence dans les affaires in
ternes de I’lran.

Communiquons les resolutions signees au Comite de 
soutien a la lutte du peuple iranien:
Boite postale 1772, Station B 
Montreal, Que. H3B 3L3
Elies seront acheminees vers les masses iraniennes par 
I’organisation de CISNU (Confederation of Iranian 
Students, National Union). 1

Actually the resolution is available only 
in French.

pants. We can also have a few copies of 
INFORMATION IRAN with a con
tribution box beside them at the recep
tion desks of our organizations. As 
well, we can invite the committee of 
support to set up an information booth 
during a meeting or large activity, or 
again, invite it to present the slide-show 
which depicts the historical develop
ment of the struggles leading to the 
Shah’s overthrow. We can delegate an 
official representative of our organiza
tion to the committee; individuals can 
join personally if they have some energy 
to devote to reinforce its work.

Why not also gather a few people (3 
or 4 is enough) who would accept to dis
tribute INFORMATION IRAN to the 
workers of the region, to strikers in the 
neighbourhood during assemblies of the 
union or peoples’ groups, as, for exam
ple, the “national” holidays at the end 
of June and beginning of July? Good 
opportunities to interest people in inter
nationalist solidarity, right? It could 
even be the starting point for new com
mittees of support...

Make a collection at a family reunion 
like a birthday party where relatives are 
gathered and take advantage of the mo
ment to distribute INFORMATION 
IRAN; hold a kitchen meeting with 
friends and work companions and invite 
a member of the committee of sup
port...

As we can see, with a little initiative 
and determination it is fairly easy to 
transform conviction to action.

In closing, we invite you to transmit 
to everyone, via INFORM ATION  
IRAN, any initiative or experience: 
correspondence with the committee of 
support, suggestions, invitations are 
also very useful contributions to the 
support of the struggle of the Iranian 
people.

Why not make a note of it right away 
in your notebook of “things to do” ???

6

The revolution is not over
For the last three months, the 

government of Bazargan, enjoying the 
unconditional support of the rich sec
tions of the petty bourgeoisie, has 
dominated the Iranian movement and 
seems to want to control, even stop the 
revolution. The government profited 
from the weakness, the division, and 
relative isolation of the masses and 
communists to reduce the intensity of 
the class struggle in Iran and to try to 
abort the revolution.

The systematic attacks by both the 
government and the “ Khomeiny com
m ittees” seem to be consciously  
orchestrated to seize from the masses 
the gains of the partial revolution, and, 
by n tim idation , to lim it their 
democratic demands. Several incidents 
can be brought up indicating that such 
has been the policy of the government 
during this brief period. The attacks 
against left-wing demonstrations 
demanding an active role in the 
government; the attacks against the 
demonstrations of women protesting 
against the imposition of the veil; the 
constant harrassment and even arrests 
of revolutionaries like the sons of .the 
ayatollah Taleghani (members of the

M oudjahedeen M arxist-L en in ist 
organization); of the referendum  
(boycotted by several revolutionary 
groups); the way in wich the problem of 
national minorities was dealt with, as in 
the case o f the Kurds and 
Turkomans...: there are some examples 
of the government’s policy.

However, many different elements 
that act on the battle field of the class 
struggle in Iranian society are not 
necessarily in favour of such policies. 
This could very well deepen and extend 
the present contradictions. We will at
tempt to examine here some of these 
elements.

A major element which undoubtedly 
underlies the class struggle in Iran is the 
strong contrast between the democratic 
aspirations upheld by the masses and 
the spirit of conciliation and conser
vatism that dominates the government 
and its leadership. That follows directly 
from the class interests of one side and 
the other and they can be easily iden
tified in many situations.

The obstinate resistance of the people 
against the lim ita tion  o f their 
democratic demands and against the 
weakening of democratic structures at

the base that they had established in the 
course of events last year was evident 
when the government refused to take 
account of workers’ assemblies in two 
large factories in Tehran and rejected 
their demands to participate in the deci
sions of their administration. On the 
other hand, the government’s timid and 
reluctant gestures to stifle counter
revolutionary elements and liquidate 
the political and military police and the 
bureaucratic in stitu tio n s of the 
monarchist regime have already 
deceived and disturbed the democratic 
forces who have shed their blood in the 
hope of radical social changes.

As soon as the government of 
Bazargan named reactionary officers 
like Gharani (assasinated by terrorists) 
and Nouroozi (forced to resign) to the 
head of the army and the police, to 
restore “ stability” and “ order” , 
resistance by the soldiers, cadets and 
young officers mounted against these 
nominations.

Gharani: In 1953, at the time of the 
imperialist coup d’etat, he had com
munist officers arrested and executed. 
He was “honoured” with the little 
“hero of the coup d’etat” . Later dis
graced by the Shah, who feared that he 
was stirring up a coup d’etat against 
him. He was put at the head of the army 
by the provisional government. It was 
Gharani who ordered the helicopter at
tacks against Kurds. The communists 
denounced him many times and 
demanded his arrest and hearing before 
a tribunal. Lastly, he was recently as
sasinated by terrorists of Forgan who 
are suspected to be former SAVAK 
agents. This assasination served as a 
pretext for the government to launch 
anti-communist propaganda and try to 
link their denunciations to this as
sasination.

Nouroozi: As for him, he was the as
sistant to the ex-chief of police of 
Tehran, and as such participated in the 
massacres of the masses all the last 
year. He quit the job at just the right 
moment, before the fall of Bakthiar, 
and the pro-Khomeyni forces named 
him chief of police. That’s the Bazargan 
government’s kind of nomination.

The bureaucrats, in almost all 
ministries and departments have re
jected the government’s call to work 
“temporarily” under the command of 
mercenaries of the monarchistic regime 
who still had control of important

Workers consider that despite their determining role in recent partial victories, they are still deprived of 
their fundamental rights. (see  p age  8 )
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departments. The government’s in
ability to respond correctly to the 
economic and political demands of the 
bureaucrats deeply angered them.

Iranian workers in their struggle for 
their democratic and economic rights 
already see the tight collaboration 
between the government representatives 
and the Khomeyni committees and the 
capitalists. It's not surprising when you 
know that certain members of the new 
government are themselves capitalists 
or have close ties with them. Workers 
feel that despite their determining role 
in the recent partial victories, they are 
still deprived of fundamental rights. 
Sooner or later some of them will arrive 
at the conclusion that to assure the 
restoring of their democratic rights they 
will have to undertake an important 
struggle against the capitalists and the 
forces that support them.

The Iranian peasants, in their strug
gle to sieze the land from the big lan
downers, still face hard reality: the 
government is not on their side, it is in 
the enemy camp.

The national minorities who have 
suffered for centuries in this country, 
are still under the oppression and 
economic and cultural domination of 
the central government. In their just 
struggle for autonomy, they must face 
m a s s i v e  h o s t i l e  p r o p a g a n d a  
orchestrated by the government. Their 
persistent efforts to realize autonomy, 
without mentionning their authentic 
nationalist aspirations, have been either 
simply rejected or blamed on foreign 
powers. Frustration is naturally very 
high among the national minorities who 
have sincerily fought side by side with 
the Iraninan masses in the hope that 
victorious revolution would lead to the 
satisfaction of their aspirations.

Students and intellectuals who feel as 
an obligation and part of their 
democratic duty to inform the people 
on social justice and democratic 
ideology, continually face the govern
ment and its propaganda machine. It 
would be irresponsible to ignore the role 
of the Iranian students in the revolu
tion. Now this same group is the first to 
taste the iron fist of the new govern
ment and they will not take it sitting 
down.

The Iranian women who fully 
demonstrated their political con
sciousness now see the Iranian sky 
darkened by clouds of patriarchal 
culture and male chauvinism. In their 
just struggle to achieve liberation and 
total equality of rights with men, they 
face anti-dem ocratic actions and 
policies of both the government and the 
“committees”. This infuriates them.

Iranian women have completely demonstrated their political consciousness.

Finally, the Iranian people can still 
clearly see the presence and influence of 
imperialist forces in the economic, 
political , military, and cultural aspects 
of our society. The anti-imperialist feel
ing that developped among the Iranian 
people during this past year, is now so 
deeply rooted that the people will not 
easily tolerate either imperialist 
presence or influence. Thus Bazargan’s 
intentional negligence in this matter is 
going to create storms of reaction from 
the masses. The dissatisfaction, deep 
and widespread, that exists now in 
almost all sectors of the Iranian people 
could easily pave the way for the com
pletion of the revolution.

The Iranian masses are angered by 
the fact that they are still deprived of 
their rights and they will still have to 
fight hard to have them respected. To 
win they will also need all forces, in par
ticular those of the Canadian people. 
Currently in Iran the weak link in the 
chain of imperialism is on the brink of |  
breaking. To break this chain there is to 
weaken it everywere in the world and 
even in Canada. It is both an urgent 
duty and of direct interest for the Cana
dian proletariat to actively support the 
revolutionary struggle of the Iran peo
ple.

the peoples of the earth have a com

mon enemy: imperialism, in all its 
forms. Proletarian internationalism is 
the weapon of our common victory.

Long live the revolutionary struggle 
of the Iranian people.

Long live the militant solidarity 
between the Iranian people and the 
Canadian people.

Financially support the struggle of 
the Iranian people.

C ; \
Send your donations to:
Iranian Support Fund 
Provincial Bank of Canada 
4494 St. Denis, Montreal, Que.
Acc. number: 306-27

You can reach the committee at the 
following address:
P .0  Box 1722 
Station B 
Montreal, Que.
H3B 3L3

You can also leave a message at:
Librairie L’Etincelle
4933 de Grand Pre, Mtl, Que.
844-0756
v__________________________ J
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