
are without an ideal to fight for, consequently morale is 
low and bourgeois military strategy and tactics are worth
less in coping with a people’s war.

Fourth: trying to prevent collapse of the puppet 
regime, U.S. troops are forced along a path of direct inter
vention just when that regime is seriously weakening, 
thus increasing the contradictions between the imperialists 
and their placemen, and causing those having national 
feelings to cross over to the people’s side. Consequently, 
American buildup cannot retrieve the predicament of the 
puppet administration, but speeds up its collapse, and 
defeat of crack U.S. troops further hastens disintegration 
of the puppet army.

Fifth: having launched the war, the imperialists are 
condemned by peace-loving people everywhere. Openly 
sending troops for direct aggression, and bombing the 
North, the U.S. is meeting increasing opposition from 
people of the Socialist countries and progressive people, 
including the people of America.

Imperialist strong points are limited, but the weak 
points are basic ones. The latter will become increasingly 
aggravated and more visible and will certainly result in 
ignoominious failure.
DECISIVE FACTORS OF VICTORY

1. The Party’s correct revolutionary line, a condensed 
expression of the creative combination of the general 
principles of Marxism-Leninism, with concrete practice 
in the Vietnam revolution, the line of the people’s national 
democratic revolution progressing to socialism in a former 
semi-feudal colony. This is the line of a small country 
rising up to defeat a many times stronger enemy with 
creative and diverse content unknown in the annals of 
national liberation struggle. A correct revolutionary line 
is the surest guarantee for the people’s ultimate victory.

2. Unity of the entire people with North and South 
of one mind in their determination to defeat the U.S. 
aggressors and their lackeys, prepared to make every 
sacrifice rather than lose independence and be enslaved. 
Millions unite like one, resolute to fight to defend the 
country and secure independence, democracy, unity and 
peace.

Compatriots in the South, starting from spike boards 
and mantis guns, have built up liberation armed forces 
comprising three kinds of army with high combativeness, 
skilled strategy and tactics, expert in guerrilla warfare 
and large unit actions credited with wiping out bigger 
units of both puppet and American troops. The Liberation 
Front’s policies are gradually being applied and a new 
life under an independent and democratic regime is being 
built; the liberated zone has become the image of tomor
row’s entirely liberated South.

The North is steadily progressing toward Socialism 
and provides an inspiration and firm rear for the struggle 
against U.S. imperialism. This is a favorable condition 
which did not exist during the resistance against French 
imperialism.

Since the extension of the war to the North, the 
people have responded with a movement to carry out pro
duction while fighting, give all-out support to the South 
and make a substantial contribution to the common vic
tory of the whole nation. Never, in its several thousand 
years’ history has the nation been so united in the will to 
resist aggression and defend the country.

3. If one can say that in military affairs there is 
another invention besides atomic weapons, People’s War, 
one can safely say that the Vietnamese people have con
tributed to the devising and efficient welding of such an 
invincible weapon. People’s war in our country has devel
oped in the historical, political and social conditions of 
Vietnam and achieved a very high standard with an ex
tremely varied content; it has developed according to the 
general laws of revolutionary war and to the specific laws 
of tlie Vietnamese society and battlefield. Therefore it is 
a nation-wide and all-sided revolutionary war and at the 
same time a revolutionary war in a small nation, on a 
small territory, inhabited by a small population, having 
an under-developed economy relying on the strength of

an entire people united in struggle, which will finally 
worst an enemy originally many times stronger than 
itself. The outstanding characteristic at the present stage 
is that armed struggle and political struggle are very 
closely co-ordinated, mutually assisting and inter-acting. 
The slogan, “Mobilize the entire people, arm the entire 
people and fight on all fronts,” has become a heroic 
reality. In South Vietnam the operations of the armed 
forces have always been carried out in accordance with 
a principle which is closest co-ordination with the political 
struggle, in scattered insurrections in the countryside, in 
the movement to destroy “strategic hamlets, in the up
rising of millions of peasants in Nam Bo and recently in 
that of millions of peasants in South-Central Vietnam. In 
the South, not only can the regular army but also the 
regional army and the militia and guerrilla wipe out U.S. 
and puppet troops and foil the most modern tactics. This 
is a new development of the revolutionary military art, 
the main content of which is to rely mostly on man, on 
his patriotism and revolutionary spirit, to bring into full 
play all weapons and technique available to defeat an 
enemy with highly modern weapons and equipment.

In the North, People’s War is developing in the heroic 
fight against the U.S. imperialist war of destruction, in 
the army and people’s movement to down American planes 
and turn the North into a vast battleground to counter 
and foil the air strikes and inflict heavy losses on the U.S. 
modern air force.

4. Vietnam receives the warm sympathy and whole
hearted support of brother Socialist countries and progres
sive people the world over, including the American people. 
This great struggle is the frontline of progressive man
kind against U.S. imperialism, it is makng a great con
tribution to the world people’s revolutionary struggle for 
peace, national independence, democracy and socialism. 
This movement is spreading everywhere on an unprece
dented scale. Never in the history of their revolutionary 
struggle have our people enjoyed such widespread and 
strong sympathy and gupport from abroad as today. 
WHAT FACTS PROVE

The question is: Which will win in the end? The U.S. 
imperialists who pursue an unjust aggression against Viet
nam? Or the Vietnamese people who uphold a just cause? 
This question has been raised at every new U.S. offensive 
over the past eleven years. The liberation struggle has 
supplied an eloquent answer: Whatever trick the imperial
ists resort to, they will inevitably fail in the end. The 
fundamental law of the great patriotic struggle in the 
South throughout various stages is: the farther the im
perialists and their flunkeys engage in their scheme of 
enslavement, the deeper they sink in their morass, the 
greater their defeats. The more determined the Vietnamese 
people’s struggle, the greater the people’s victories.

With new hundreds of thousands of troops introduced, 
the question of who will win is more pressing. Can these 
massive reinforcements reverse the situation? Can the 
people win new victories in the face of direct aggression 
by such a modern army? Can they defeat the U.S. expedi
tionary force?

The imperialists were optimistic when they brought 
Ngo Dinh Diem to power as they were also with the 
Staley-Taylor and the Johnson-McNamara plans, and 
when they began to send in a huge expeditionary corps 
they believed the tide would turn. Having crack troops, 
a strategic and tactical air force, they believed themselves 
able to change the correlation of forces, set up solid de
fence positions, pacify key points, launch bold offensives, 
and so prevent the collapse of the puppet administration. 
When at first they met with no sizeable retaliation, they 
boasted of having shifted to the offensive and compelled 
the liberation troops to disperse their forces. They made 
dramatic preparations for an offensive to wrest back the 
initiative during the dry season.

However, reality has fallen short of imperialist expec
tations and purposes. They are forced to remain on the 
defensive, fighting sporadic engagements mainly in the 
coastal areas where they can bring their technical wea
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pons into full play. They dread engagements in the strate
gic and politically important areas where the guerrillas 
are more than a match for them. Over the past several 
months, the liberation troops have been able to develop 
large unit actions. In 1965, over 200,000 enemy troops 
were wiped out and in the last five months while large 
U.S. contingents were landing more than 100,00, including 
several U.S. infantry batallions and armoured units, were 
destroyed. This shows that despite introduction of hun
dreds of thousands of U.S. troops the imperialist cannot 
reverse the situation. The liberation forcees still hold the 
initiative and are able to launch large scale offensives 
while the imperialists are forced on the defensive. 
No wonder McNamara and the brass hats express concern 
at setbacks and talk of a long war in Vietnam. American 
troops are afraid of everything, the dense forest, the wind, 
the sun, the rain, hand-to-hand fighting, malaria, the 
liberaton forces and even ordinary Vietnamese including 
old women and children. The U.S. army is in moral crisis 
and abandons arms, munitions and their wounded when 
in flight. With long supply lines they face tremendous 
logistic difficulties and are beset by financial problems. 
The growing confusion aggravates U.S. economic and 
financal diffculties, the U.S. gold haemorrage and the 
effects of foregn competition in world markets.

Many large scale battles were fought in 1965 resulting 
in enormous losses to U.S. and puppet troops. These re
sounding and repeated victories prove that:

The most solid U.S. bases are not immune from attack.
Crack U.S. infantry units, such as the First Infantry 

Division, can be wiped out at the rate of several battalions 
in a single battle.

Crack U.S. air cavalry units (First Cavalry Division), 
much vaunted by the defence secretary, can be put out 
of action.

Puppet units, even when supported by U.S. troops, 
continue to get cut to pieces by whole battalions and regi
ments.

U.S. troops, whether on the defensive or offensive, 
can be wiped out not only by the Liberation Army, but 
also by the local army, militia and guerrilla.

These exploits are accomplished even as the enemy 
uses highly technical weapons—strategic planes, crop- 
destroying chemicals and poison gas. At the same time, 
Northern army men and people bring to nought the su-

A NOTE
The journals of the Communist Party of Canada have 

seized on some recent speeches by Fidel Castro in an 
effort to further their campaign of slander against the 
Communist Party of China. The Pacific Tribune in the 
issue of March 4, published a studied abridgement of one of 
Fidel’s more virulent speeches in such a manner as to 
heigthen its anti-China tone. These gentlemen do not 
seem able to grasp the fact that not the C.P.S.U., not the 
C.P. of Canada, not even with Fidel Castro added to their 
ranks can turn aside the Chinese Revolution from its cho
sen path. Only the Communist Party of China could do 
that and it seems unlikely that its battle-steeled veterans 
will be frightened by the bleating of a flock of scared 
sheep .

Cuba’s problems are not of China’s making. They are 
the result of policies being applied by Cuban leaders. It 
is the Cuban Revolution not China, that is in danger.

The problem at issue in Cuba is that of revolutionary 
self-reliance as opposed to dependance on a single “great 
nation”. A revolutionary people must first of all rely on 
their own resources, build their economy from their own 
efforts and defend their revolution from economies within 
and without. The application of the policy of self-reliance 
guarantees the independence of the nation and, what is of 
utmost importance, ensures the defeat of imperialist at
tempt at blockade.

periority of the U.S. modern air force.
The strategy and tactics of people’s war will certainly 

prevail over those based on the bourgeois military con
ception of the U.S. troops. The Vietnamese people will 
certainly win over the imperialists’ neo-colonialist war. 
We are not complacent over our successes. We guard 
against subjectivism, for the U.S. imperialists are a cruel 
and cunning enemy with great, military potential, ex
tremely obdurate, and know how to draw lessons from 
experience, and contrive ever-fiercer, more ruthless fight
ing methods. But the living reality of the struggle over 
the past 11 years has brought home to the people in both 
zones that we shall certainly defeat the aggressors.

The puppet army has lost faith in its masters’ modern 
fighting machine and is deteriorating rapidly. The anti
war movement in the U.S. is developing with every pass
ing day, while internal contradictions among Washington 
ruling circles are increasing. In view of this, the U.S. 
schemes to beef up its forces two or more times, intensi
fies the aerial war against the North and threatens to 
expand the war to Laos and Cambodia. Johnson talks 
about taking “hard steps” in Vietnam. Dean Rusk says: 
“We will not withdraw: we must keep commitments.” 
They ballyhoo about “goodwill for peace” and open “peace 
campaigns” to placate public opinion at home and abroad; 
but at the same time they step up their aggression. What
ever honeyed words they use, they will not deceive the 
Vietnamese nor the peace-loving people throughout the 
world. The essence of their “unconditional discussions” 
hoax is to compel Vietnam to accept the aggressors’ 
cerms.

We must further heighten our vigilance over the 
enemies’ perfidious scheme. We must step up our entire 
people’s patriotic war, resolutely fight until victory, no 
matter how many hundreds of thousands of troops the 
U.S. imperialists may dispatch to Vietnam and how far 
they may escalate their war of destruction against the 
North. Our people are determined not to shrink from any 
sacrifice to bring the great struggle against the U.S. im
perialists to final victory.

Our fatherland, our nation must mobilize the forces 
of the whole country to defeat the aggressors. We must 
do all that is necessary to bring our struggle against U.S. 
imperialism to a successful conclusion.

ON CUBA
The question of blockade is an important one to Cuba 

in its position of geographical isolation and this is a 
point inherent in Fidel’s speech when he speaks of the need 
to store up rice supplies against the possibility of such an 
event. But it should be obvious that it would be impossi
ble to acquire sufficient supplies to last for a protracted 
period. Cuba is in dire need of a diversified economy as 
a measure of defence of the revolution.

But instead of following a policy of self-reliance Fidel, 
and the Cuban leaders, chose to accept the advice of the 
C.P.S.U. and adopt the Soviet-sponsored policy of the 
“world division of labour”. This caused Cuba to abandon 
her original plan of diversification of the economy and re
turn to a mono-culture economy based on sugar, the very 
same economic strait-jacket that helped the U.S. imperia
list in their domination of Cuba.

This year drought struck the sugar-crop, a develop
ment which spelled disaster for the one-crop economy. The 
Anglo-American imperialist monopolists who control the 
world market on sugar struck an additional blow by caus 
ing, at no loss to themselves, a catastrophic drop in world 
sugar prices.

Fidel’s problems of the Cuban Revolution, are not 
due to any action taken by China; they are due entire's to 
the theory of “world division of labour” and reliance on 
others. Screaming invectives at China from the Havana 
Plaza is no substitute for a correct policy.




