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A ST A T E M E N T  OF TH E PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY

New York, Mississippi or Vietnam—it’s all 
the same.

U.S. rulers—like the Johnsons, Kennedys, 
Wagners and Rockefellers—wearing the mask 
of "liberalism” to cover up their reactionary 
character, or those that openly advocate fas
cism—like the Goldwaters, Buckleys and Wal
laces—react with terror and repression in the 
face of growing pressures from the people 
for a better life.

The frame-up and conviction of Bill Epton, 
Vice-Chairman of the Progressive Labor Party 
and Chairman of its Harlem branch, demon
strates that the bosses fear Black workers. 
Epton's "trial” and conviction tells the world 
again that U.S. imperialism is unfit to govern 
the people of the United States—as it is un
willing and unable to solve the problems that 
confront the people of the ghettoes.

The judge says Bill Epton is a "dangerous 
man.” Yes, Bill Epton is a danger. He is dan
gerous to the plans of the bosses, their cops, 
their judges and politicians who want to heap 
still more police terror, slum housing, unem
ployment, lower wages and, if possible, in
creasing indignities on the people of Harlem.

With his conviction and jailing, these bosses 
and their stooges are telling the Black workers: 
"Stop resisting, stop rebelling. We killed Mal
colm X; we jailed Bill Epton. We will crush 
you.”

They are also telling workers, students and 
intellectuals that they will not tolerate any 
meaningful resistance to their plans for world 
domination.

Profits, power; power, profits—this is their 
sole interest

It is no accident that Bill Epton is "tried” 
and convicted at the very same moment that 
opposition at home mounts, and at the moment 
that U.S. rulers intensify their war of genocide 
against the heroic Vietnamese people—at a 
time when they threaten to invade Cambodia 
and spread the war to all of Southeast Asia.

But despite their repression—and in answer 
to it:

* Tens of thousands of Black workers from 
Watts to Harlem rise in wave after wave of 
rebellion, striking terror among the handful 
of greedy rich who dominate our country;

* Tens of thousands of marchers from Cal
ifornia to New York persist in their efforts 
to compel the U.S. to "Get out of Vietnam,”

threatening basic policies of the Washington 
war-makers;

* Tens of thousands of U.S. workers strike 
for better working conditions and job security, 
AGAINST the "national interest” of the war
lords’ super-profits;

* Millions of workers and oppressed people 
all over the world step up their revolutionary 
actions against increased LI. S. terror—signal
ling the end of U.S. imperialism

U.S. rulers are terrified that their stolen bil
lions will be recovered by those from whom 
they have been robbed. Their fear of the people 
at home and abroad is apparent. Their fear 
of revolutionary leaders like Bill Epton is 
proven by the murders they commit and arrests 
they make in the land of "democracy.”

They had to use an army to kill, maim and 
arrest thousands in Watts, in order to momen
tarily halt that rebellion. They had to drag 
out a 60-year-old "law” to imprison Epton.

How ironic that the most criminal elements 
in the world—U.S. rulers—try to palm them
selves off as those who uphold "freedom” 
and justice” while, in fact, they move to des
troy entire peoples.

Is it any wonder that Bill Epton and the 
Progressive Labor Party advocate socialism- 
advocate that political [lower be wrested from 
these criminal hands and put into the hands 
of the workers and their allies?

U.S. imperialism is a rotten, dying system.
It exists only upon the misery and exploi
tation of others. People all over the world 
see this more clearly than ever.

U.S. bosses have yet to build enough jails 
to hold the growing thousands, and soon- 
to-become-millions, that have had enough 
of the reactionary policies of the Johnson gang 
and the gangs that preceded him.

U.S. rulers do not have enough tanks, planes, 
napalm and bombs to stop the people of the 
world from determining their own destinies.

The cadence of marching feet in our country 
will grow louder and louder until it drowns 
out those who live off the misery and exploi
tation of others. Our people will, in ever- 
increasing numbers, join hands with their bro
thers and sisters the world over, fighting for 
peace, freedom and socialism.

It is not Bill Epton who must be judged. 
He has passed that test. In that sense, he is free.

It is those who jail the Eptons that are yet 
to be judged—and who will be judged by the 
people of our country and the people of the 
world.

cJdetterS to tke (Editor
From time to time by press, radio, and TV, we are 

asked to support this or that charitable organization. The 
usual approach is to show some pictures of some one con
demned to die by TB, heart trouble, cancer or some other 
fatal disease.

One cannot help wondering as he hears those appeals 
if all these charities are so vital, and if they are, why 
are they left up to the mere whim of the public to donate.

In a province that boasts of no debts and huge sur
pluses, and a dynamic society, why are such appeals 
necessary? It is a shame to think that some person or 
other is going to go without medical attention or benefit 
from research because the necessary funds are not avail
able. We are living in an era with just a big enough seg
ment of the population in a position to get by and be able 
to cover their medical expenses, etc., by some plan or 
insurance. This is fine as long as they are working and 
a pay check coming in, but what happens when their 
delicate balance is upset. We give money from time to 
time to keep these different charities going, but we will 
not support a politcial party or programme that would 
see these worthwhile endeavours were not left to mere 
chance.

It seems that the only way to shake the general 
population out of the apathetic state they are in is a 
return to the conditions of the Hungry 30’s. It seems a 
harsh way, but maybe if enough people are on the short 
end of the stick, they may wake up to reality.

When we ask what is the answer, it is for such neces
sary projects to be admnisitered by the government. Then 
the hue and cry goes up: why, this is socialism, this is 
against “free enterprise!” Well, I, for one, say if this is 
the answer, then get with it, whether it’s against free 
enterprise or whether it’s socialism or what have you.

Let’s project their whole thought to a larger scale, 
not just provincial or federal, but world-wide. We have 
the same set of circumstances only on a world-wide basis.

Here it is not just the ravages of disease, but poverty 
and hunger. In the Western world, the average family 
wastes more in one meal than a family in some impover
ished nation such as India would eat in the same period.

The same set of standards applies again here: we are 
asked to donate clothes for Korean orphans, milk for 
Indian children, books for illiterate people and old eye 
glasses that they may see and read if they know how.

We live in a country with huge supplies of natural 
resources, and food stuffs, and great wealth, as opposed 
to these vast ereas with little or no food, and little or no 
development of resources. Can we blame these people 
for revolts, for the unrest in their countries, for the cry 
for a chance to at last exist? I for one would be doing 
exactly the same thing if I were in their shoes.

I as a working man may not have the answer to their 
vast problem, but I am sure we have enough experts and 
highly educated people that could get to the root of it.

It seems that the solution to the problem could upset 
our world business markets and price controls. We find 
in our western world, farmers being paid not to grow 
certain crops or too much of any one product. The gov
ernment is paying subsidies to keep prices right on cer
tain products. Who in reality is the sucker in thsi chain 
oof events but the poor old John Q public taxpayer?

I would think that if we could send our surpluses 
there and help get these nations on their feet, it would 
be to our benefit in the end. Sooner or later they would 
be in a position to be a market for our products and 
would eventually expand our trade.

Would it not be better to send food and equipment 
to help these backward nations, rather than guns and 
soldiers to crush them when they rise up in their efforts 
to try and better themselves?

Maybe this is asking too much, or maybe there is 
not the profit there is in arms, or, if so, it isn’t as quick 
a turnover.

To me, as a working man, it may not be a quick way 
of getting rich, but it is away of making friends and 
ensuring peace. In the long run, it would be no more 
costly than maintaining a UN police force in countries 
all over the world to prevent wars or settle the ones in 
progress.

We are all on the face of this earth whether we like 
it or not, different races, different religions, and different 
ideoologies. In this day and age we are just going to have 
to learn to live together as the only other alternative, 
warfare, is ridiculous.

My hope is that we will wake up to these problems 
before it is too late, because, if we don’t, some day it will 
be too late: we will become a victim of our own monster.

JOHN D. ROCK.

Dear Comrade Scott:
The letter in December issue of P.W. (Henry Tudor) 

looks very much like I could have written re C.P. views 
and actions, Harold Winch (I did correspond with Ernie 
Winch in the old days) and the name Henry Tudor is my 
pen name to some papers, notably the Winnipeg Free 
Press. It is my second name, my son’s name, my grand
father’s name, also great-grandfather’s name, to Henry 
Tudor who helped to dig the Gloucester and Berkeley 
Canal in 1816—and I mean “dig.”

I am enclosing a dollar for 12 issues or one year’s
sub for A----- S------ who subscribes to the Pacific Tribune
for me, although I have asked him not ot waste his $5.00 
in view of their revisionist attitudes and plain damn lies.

I wonder if Ho Chi Minh took Rush, Rae Murphy 
and Tim Buck to his bosom as stated? I think not. If Tim 
is trying to drive a wedge and play the role as he did in 
Australia.

A former CP-er from Calgary some time ago stated 
he heard Buck give an anti-Peking speech of abuse in 
Calgary. What is their object in visiting North Vietnam? 
Per haps they will show the results of the elections in 
four seats in B.C.

Under the present stress of America naggression Viet
nam is at war against the largest imperialist power on 
earth. Why this warm greeting to people who are not in 
sympathy with our Eastern comrades? It would be quite 
interesting t oget the North Vietnamese reaction to the 
Tribune.

To resurrect Joe Hill or Leslie Morris as per Nelson 
Clarke butters no parsnips with yours truly, or Myrtle 
Bergren comparing Mrs. Lester Pearson with Valentina 
Tereshkova—a bit navie, eh what? Likewise, the eulogy 
to Queen Elizabeth of Belgium does not restore Patrice 
Lumumba. Or giving us apicture of Charlie Chaplin plus 
Sophia Loren’s legs may amuse the bourgeoisie, but it is 
a helluva long way from the teachings of Marx and Lenin, 
even as are the rhapsodies of Pope Paul at the UN. As 
George Bernard Shaw says in his prefaces, now published 
in one volume: “Some of these pseudo-socialists do not 
have the intelligence to understand Marx.”

By their fruits ye shall knew them and those fruits 
are the Dead Sea fruit. But the comrades in Southeast 
Asia put no credence in a second Joshua and know full 
well thta the aggressors from America are not defeated 
by the blowing of “Rams’ Horns,” or the gift horses of 
the ma nfrom Texas, supported by all the Billy Grahams 
of North America and Western Europe whose motto is: 
“In God we trust, all others pay cash. And this includes 
the cash from Canada’s resources and the blood and sweat 
of the working class.

“Lepor Omni Vincit!”
E. H. (HENRY) TUDOR, 

Morningside, Alberta.
P.S.—Enclosed is a dollar bill and a list of names to 

be sent December issue of P.W. If this is not convenient, 
just send the bundle to me and I will do the necessary. If 
you want to publish the above letter in next issue, O.K. 
On December 7 (Tuesday), I celebrated my 40th anniver-
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