
October, 1969Letters to the Editor
All letters are welcome. Comments and questions should be 
confined to no more than 250 words. Anyone wishing to 
submit material for publication as articles, commentary, or 
news items should address their copy to the Editor.

Dear Editor:
I have read your newspaper, and I admit I enjoyed it. That is, 

certain parts of it. I found worthwhile those items which had 
significant news content whether locally, nationally, or inter
nationally, those which gave information that is hard to come by in 
the establishment newspapers. However, I found certain portions 
of your paper trivial and playing to too narrow an interest. What 
I’m referring to is the inside pages of your last issue. Fine, 
announce your meetings, but two full pages??? P.M.

Fargo, North Dakota
Dear P.M.:
We have made note of this criticism regarding the allocation of 
space and shall henceforth include more material of topical 
interest. Editor

Dear Editor:
I am still confused about what happened in the Party. Did 

Simmons, Hoffman, Lamm, etc., drop out of all political activity? 
Did they join another group, or what? There were serious charges 
published in the People’s Voice against Comrade Laski. Were they
a ll ........... , or what? Did a majority of the Central Committee vote
to expel him?

I was never a member of the Party, but I think all the people 
who oppose the system should get together and fight it. A worker 
who wants to do this looks for a serious, experienced, revolution
ary organization. By reading the People’s Voice one can see how 
people in Progressive Labor can say the CPUSA (M-L) are “a bunch 
of crazy kids,” “immature,” “a handful of inexperienced people,” 
etc. If there were principles involved in the split, what were they? 
All the theory isn’t as important as getting stable people who can 
work together effectively. I hope the New Worker clears this up in 
the future, but it seems there are too many splits in supposedly 
radical groups. We should be fighting the bosses , .  . not each 
other.—B.J.—Boston.
Dear B.J.:

You raise two questions which we would like to take time here 
to answer. The first is the question of Comrade Laski’s supposed 
expulsion. In the People’s Voice, (Dec.—1967) the proceedings of 
the Central Committee meeting at which the criticism of Comrade 
Laski was dealth with and the receipt of Comrade Laski’s 
resignation as General Secretary was rejected. At no time did the 
majority of the Central Committee vote to expell him. The 
so-called expulsion was carried out by a renegade split from the 
Party and had no validity. At the recent National Party Congress, 
Comrade Laski was re-elected to the Central Committee and also 
re-elected as General Secretary by unanimous vote.

Hoffman & Lustig, renegade CC members, were formally 
expelled at the 2nd National Party Congress (see communique in 
this issue). Lamm, who was never a member of the Central 
Committee, has since joined with the counter-revolutionary chorus 
in praising Liu-Shao-chi.

The second question you raise, that of getting stable people 
who can work together, we agree that that is necessary. But we 
must look at the practice of the right-wing Communist Party. They 
have many stable people who work together, but they maintain 
their unity in an unprincipled way. Therefore, we must clarify the 
question by saying unity coupled with a correct political outlook 
and revolutionary practice. Our Party has gone through a period of 
splits in the past year. However, as a result of the splits and the 
questions raised, we have been able to draw certain concrete 
lessons which have strengthened our ideological understanding and 
corrected certain errors in our practice. Not all splits are bad. ‘Be it 
so. At all events, a split is better than confusion which impedes the 
ideological, theoretical and revolutionary growth and maturing of 
the Party . . . ’ The recent period of splitting has provided a new 
unity for our Party and sweeped away much of the confusion that 
we had faced. For The Editorial Board — E. Stover.

W a r B sca la ted
On September 11, 1969 there 

were 508,000 US aggressor 
troops in Vietnam. One week 
later, on the 18th, there were 
510,200 US aggressor troops in 
Vietnam — a net increase of 
2,200. Two weeks later, on the 
25th, there were 511,500 US 
agressor troops in Vietnam — a 
two-week net increase of 3,500. 
These are DOD figures for 
troops in Vietnam. Not includ
ed: offshore naval forces, back
up troops in Thailand, etc.

Senator Gore put the figures 
in the Record on October 2nd — 
“without desiring to stimulate 
debate or otherwise to stir con
troversy” (p. S 11-746).

“I point out to you that the 
industry and the business of this 
Nation that is not defense 
oriented is in deep trouble. It is 
in deep trouble because of the 
constantly escalating cost of 
money which is directly tied to 
our deep involvement and the 
escalating involvement in the Far 
East.”

-Moss. Cong. Rec. 10/1/69, 
p. H 8796 (emphasis added).

The truth slipped out of this 
California Congressman during 
debate on H.R. 14000, authoriz
ing FY 1970 appropriations for 
military procurement.
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Com rade Catherine Henry 
addressing a mass rally in New 
York City.

NYC W e lfa re  C u ts  
P r o t e s t e d . . .

By J. LEAKE
NEW YORK, July—More than 1000 persons participated in a 

militant mass rally in Tompkins Square Park in the Lower East 
Side of New York City to protest the cuts in welfare. These cuts, 
which will go into effect August 1, will make it necessary for 
welfare recipients to live on 66 cents a day! And this, while 
literally billions are squandered on a trip to the moon, an 
imperialist publicity stunt to 
cover the increasing crisis of the 
entire capitalist and imperialist 
system.

Many wom en and youth 
carried placards in this rally say
ing: “Send Rockefeller to the 
Moon” and listing the ruling 
p o litic ian s  o f the monopoly 
cap ita lis t class in New York 
under the heading: “Enemies of 
the People.”

Sponsors of the rally included 
the United Front Against Im
perialism, New York branch, and 
the People’s Defense Council, a 
newly formed coalition of wel
fare and youth groups which are 
very dissatisfied with the reform
ist leadership of the established 
welfare rights organizations, and 
which have taken the initiative 
in a mass and city-wide struggle, 
designating August 1 of this year 
as “D-Day.”

People Protest Conditions
Speakers at the rally included 

Comrade Cathy Henry of the 
Red Women’s Detachment of 
the United Front Against Im
perialism, who pointed out the 
genocidal birth-control programs 
which go hand in hand with the 
welfare cuts, and the need for a 
struggle against tne  en tire  
system, which will continue to 
make working, people pay for its 
crisis.

When the regular speakers 
had concluded, the microphone 
was turned over to persons in 
the audience, and teenagers and 
grandm others alike took the 
stage to bitterly denounce the 
attacks launched against their 
living conditions by these mur
derous welfare cuts. There was 
strongly evident the need for a 
struggle against the  en tire  
system, not merely this particu
lar aspect of it.

Police Face Solidarity
Hundreds of copies of the 

New Worker, and more than a 
thousand copies of the program 
of the United Front Against 
Imperialism, in both English and 
Spanish were distributed at the 
rally and eagerly read and dis
cussed by the audience.

The police, armed flunkeys of 
th e  bourgeo isie , including 
Captain Fink, who has earned 
the title of “Deputy Commis
sioner,” and who heads the 9th 
precinct, where he foists various 
“ ghetto  pacification” projects 
on the Lower East Side, hovered 
on the fringes of the rally brief
ly, but were evidently made very 
uptight by the solidarity and 
strength of the oppressed and 
working-people of the Lower 
East Side, who have withstood 
both the overt violence of the 
police, as well as the more subtle 
manipulations of “anti-poverty” 
agencies, and are moving for
ward to more resolute and or
ganized struggle against the 
ruling-class and all who serve 
them.

Struggling Workers Unite
The United Front against Im

perialism, mass organization of 
working-people, is developing 
the rev o lu tio n ary  leadership 
which is necessary to link up 
these struggles with the struggle 
o f the  en tire  working class, 
throughout New York City, the 
United States of America, and 
the world. The struggles of un
employed workers and welfare 
recipients are bound to merge 
with the struggles of the entire 
working class against Imperial
ism and Capitalism, for the dic
tatorship of the proletariat and 
socialist construction.

G usH all
Lauds
GDR

October 1st. The 20th anni
versary of the PRC.

October 7th. The 20th anni
versary of the GDR.

October 2nd. The magazine 
section of the revisionist Daily 
World devotes six pages to the 
event.

Which event? The GDR event 
— of course.

The PRC is a socialist State. 
Its government is guided by a 
real communist party.

The GDR was once a socialist 
State. Now — capitalism is being 
restored. Its government was 
once guided by a real communist 
party. Now -  puppets of the 
Soviet revisionists are in control

The actual head of the re
visionist “Communist Party 
USA” — Gus Hall — wrote a 
message “in the commemoration 
of the historic 20th Anniversary 
of the founding of the GDR.”

“In terms of humanist values, 
a new German emerges on the 
solid foundation of material 
gains,” boasts Mr. Hall -  in the 
commemoration of beautiful 
words as cover for the restora
tion of capitalism.

GDR troops helped Soviet 
troops occupy Czechoslovakia.

I t’s the old story: the “new” 
German.

V iv ia n  H a ll in a n  also 
“emerges” in the magazine sec
tion. Beautiful words describe 
her as a “San Francisco Bay 
Area peace worker.”

“No one can tell the differ
ence between a communist and a 
capitalist — at least when he is 
naked!”

That, too, is an old story, 
Mrs.. . uh, Hallinan.

C a p ita lis m  Faces  
E co n o m ic  C r is is
The contradiction between the ruling monopoly capitalist class 

and the masses of toiling people is sharpening. The general 
economic crisis of capitalism continues to deepen. The unprece
dented serious inflation continues to bite into the toiling people. In 
May, the “cost of living” in New York City rose .007%, 7-tenths of 
one per cent. In June,, the “cost of living” rose .006% of one per 
cent, and the squeeze continues. One year ago on Avenue B you 
could get 10 oranges for 45 cents and a quart of milk for 25 cents. 
Now it’s 59 cents of 10 oranges and 31 cents for a quart of milk. 
How much did the “real wages” o f workers increase? they didn’t 
. . . they decreased as they have since 1957. Only the “privhedged” 
skilled workers such as teachers, machinists, etc., are semi- 
protected by “escalatory clauses” in their “contracts.”

The broad masses must hang on as tight as possible and cut back 
into their “standard of living” in order to “just get by.” Those on 
welfare have to 4^ust get by” on a whole 66 cents a day, thanks to 
Nelson Rockefeller and his lackies in the New York State
legislature. There’s been a lot o f ............. in the United States
congress lately on “Tax Reform.” One of the ideas is to “plug” a 
few loop-holes such as the oil depletion allowance. According to 
the July 23, 1969, issue of the number one monopoly capitalist 
rag, “The Wall Street Journal, the people can expect to get plugged 
by a 2&—3-cent a gallon increase in gasoline prices if this “reform” 
is passed. Save faith Brothers, we can still afford to buy it by the 
bottle!

The people know that there can be no meaningful reform under 
the profit maximization system of the Imperialist stage of 
capitalism. How long will these attacks upon people continue? 
They will continue until the revolutionary peoples wrench the 
capitalist monkey from their backs. The United Front must 
constantly strive to show the masses that the plight of all is due to 
the economic nature of monopoly capitalism. As these contradic
tions sharpen the leaky ship of capitalism will feel the rising storm 
of the revolutionary peoples of the world.
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