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'Digest:• Dopes t:he Pul,lic tlterally 

By PETER STONE 
The June issue of Readers Dlcest COD• 

tained an article by the science writer, 
Paul. De Kruif, called Goel'• Own Medi• 
cine -1946. This ex-left-winger dis
cussed the new pain-killing drug, demerol 
He refers to the "pain-flrhtlnr power of 
ilemerol as miraculous 
as that of morphine, 
w i t h o 11 t the opiate's 
danrer of addiction." 

The magazine which 
turns out so much anti
Soviet propaganda has 
also .become a handout 
for the manufacturers 
of drugs and chemicals. 
Not so lon1 ago De 
KrQJ.f balled another "m!}"acle." That ar
ticle in the Dlcest referred to a chemical 
,which would rid the world of athlete'• 
foot. People who read the article and had 
the affliction aoon besieged their pharma
cists� The results were burned feet, and 
the medical. journals are stlll trylDg to 
undo the harm of that particular article. 

by De Ind.I ·that the drur la free from 
acldieUon properties." 

Dr . .Anslinger points out that much of 
the article 1s somewhat similar to that 
which appean 1n the circular distributed 
by the manufacturer. He complains that, 
ha'd the article been prepared on a scien• 
tl.flc basis, it would have included t}le 
liµ-ge body of scientific evidence which led 
the Congress to place demerol under the 
Federal narcotic control act. 

Demerol 1s a drug which first made tta 
appearance in Germany under the trade 
name dolantin. Scientists had long sought 
for some chemical or drug which would 
do all the pain-kllllng things accom• 
plished by moll)hine, and yet not have 
the harmful addictive and bad reactions. 
German chemists produced this white, 
crystalline aubstance which was almllar 
in structure to atropine.· The drug reap
peared in Argentina recently (probably 
from Nazi connections), and W!lS � 
dlately placed under governmental super
vision. 

De Krulf searched the literature for the 
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peptic ulcer or acute gastritis. There was 
almost immediate comfort for several 
people who had pain from -stones in the 
gall bladder, ureter and bile duct. 

Demerol differs froJD morphine in that 
it relaxes the smooth muscle rather than 
causing spasm, resulting in much less 
vomiting. Minor -turglcal procedures, .such 
as dressing, cast applications, small inci
sions and drainage, may be performed 
with greater ease and less pain with dem
erol. Morphine- often produces constipa
tion and urinary retention. ·1;xperimental 
results found that demerol had little 
such effects. • 

These are some of the good things to 
be said about the drug. A balanced ar
ticle would also have contained some 
mention of Its undesirable effects. Doc
tors report dizziness and weakness which 
persisted 'after the demerol effect }lad 
faded away. They wa:cn against allowing 
persons to drive a car after an lnJec.tlon. 
There were ·cases of profuse perspiration, 
accompanied by pallor and rapid pulse 
rate. 

De Krull's latest attempt to plug the 
new drug baa been met with a challenge 
1n the pages o� the Journal of the Amer
lean 1llec1lcal ABloclation. This time it 
was necessary for no less an authority 
than the CommJssloner of Narcotics, H.J. 
Anslinger, to point out the erron 1n 
Beaden Direst. Be "fean a wave of 
demenl �Uon If phyaieiam who read 
1111a arilcle llelieYe wbat I consider the 
reellela and danrero•· statements made 

• dramatic effects of demerol, and there are Demerol gave successful relief any-
plenty of worthwhile achievements of the where from five to 26 minutes in cues 

The most important omission was De 
Kruif's failure to note the work performed 
at the United States Public Health Serv
ice. All doctors participating in research 
on demerol warned. of the danger of ad
diction. Medical experience indicates that 
the drug ls a .highly satisfactory substi
tute . for morphlne - but It inW!lt be 
watched carefully as indicated by the 
mounting demeral addiction cases in the 
fllea of the •Narcotic Commission. 

' 

drug. In childbirth, labor pains are con-
siderably reduced. The mother may fall of pain resulting from lesions of joints, 
into a deep sleep after injection of dem- kidneys, stomach and nervous disorders. 
erol, and yet not be completely anesthe- In seven C&Se!I of uncontrollale hiccough, 
tlzed; The aclentiflc record indicates that JVhich had failed to respond to usual 
many auch patients will awaken, talk to measures, demerol promptly stopped tbe 
the obstetrfclan delivering the baby-and hiccough.. Ca.sea were re�rted of the 
yet· remember nothtng about labor the · dramatic relief afforded by the drug in
verrnext.ta v:.:-------------D--B&tlenta aufferlng from patn Jue to 
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' Magi,trate Brand• OP A 
Y olunteer---Stoolpigeom! 

New York. 

the 0PA. They have enough 
stoolplgeons without having one 
more on their staff." 

The Edltora welcome :,our opinions 
and �ontrlbutlona to thla pase. Due to 
lack of apace letter, should be limited 
to 150 words 10 aa to permit the print
Ing 41f aa man:, as poaalble. Pleaae in

clude full name and addnas with your 
lettera. We will withhold names upon 
request. 

tary Byrnes made his statement 
about the freedom of our preas, he 
.was proved all wrong by the ac
tion of our New York Times. 

son they didn't J)l'int it before waa 
that it was not avallab!e. 

Bow can they editorially com
ment on auch 3.11 important 11tate
ment of Molotov's without know• 
Ing the contents of that state
men? OUr capitalist press ls 'IIW1 

F.ditor, Dally Worker: 
Reference 1s hereby made to my 

. complaint- flled this dal with the 
omce of Price Administration, 
Washington, D. C., against a mag
istrate who made a public state
ment which waa in derogation of 
the eerv1cea rendered by price
control volunteen under the aus
pices of the United States Office 
of Price Administration. 

The above· quotation reflects the 
maglatrate'a oplnlon of 0PA vol
untee� and 1s a matter of public 
record according .to • an omcial 
court atenOll'apher's transcript 
secured in Washington Heights 
court, Manhattan. 

to make America safe for democ
racy and unsafe for post-war and 
food racketeers and another war 
criminals. 

L. B. UfITERMANN
Former 0PA Volunteer.

They completely hid Molotov's 
Important speech of the Anglo.: 
Saxon gang-up, but printed a long 
editorial denouncing Molotov's . 
s�tement. When the following 

way proved how cur press ls 
bought and paid for and that· his 
speech was Suppressed 1n the 
American papers, then only did 
_the New York 'I1mes prlnt his 
speech. 

a front, fake press. 
M. :M.
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Friend• of Claetnik 
SiJent on KKK • 

Be l&ld: "U they are violating 
the law, complain to the 0PA. 
Let the OPA ftnd out for them
aelvee 1f they are violating the 
law. 

"Don't you.be a �toolpigeon for 

This un-Amertcan statement 
smells high- heaven, and should 
be violently resented by all decent 
Americans who exercised their 
patriotism and gavo their thJie 
and energy to their country in 
time of national peril when • 
Aerlcan boya sacrffleced their llves 
on laud, on � and in the air 

• 

A Specimen of 
Byrne•' "Free PreH" 

Bronx, N. Y. 
Editor, Dally Worker: 

The very same day that Beere-

They • knew they would be 
caught in the act ot suppression,· 
so they placed a leader before · 
Molotov's statement that the rea-

New York. 
Editor, Dally Worker: 

The spurious indignation a 
group of American Chetnlk •YID· 
pathfzers assumed when, through 
'expensive newspaper ., ads, they 
asked a "fair" trial for the con� 
victed traitor, General Mikhailo• 
vitch, 1s brought f.Iito high rellef 

,osria SAYS: 

by the silence they maintain over 
the wave of crimes the KKK is 
perpetrating. 

Fight .Against: Browderism ·Goes On 
They are not - spending any 

money on appeals that the un
democratic polltax be abolished; 
that a Fair Employment law · be 
enacted; that health and hous-Tie /ollowin• are excerpU /ram IIN·•■m

....,. remerh of Jf'illiom Z. Faate,; Cam-
111■-iat Partr nalional cheirman, to tlM N•
,,._, Comnaittu meet} ... , July 11, 19461 

This leads me to say a few words· 
about Browder. 

First of all, we should draw�every 
lesson from our experiences with 
Browderism ll} our Party and we 
should keep up an unremitting strug
gle against every manifestation, 
every hang-over of Browderism, until 

j it is finally exterminated from our 
I ranks. 

Bro.wder now has a contract, aP
• parently, with some Soviet publishing
i houses to carry on the sale of books
! in this �untry. The business rela
' tions that Mr. Browder has formed
f as one of several persons in the United
: St.ates representing Soviet publishing
• houses, in the exchange publication 

of books between our country and the
Soviet Union, cannot and do not

I change our attitude towards Browder 
and Browderism. 

l Many American,s, wholly WlaSsoci-
1 at.eel with the labor movement, and in
i many cases even sharply opposed to 

the Communist Party and to Marx
ism, maintain friendly ·relations with 
the aocialiat at.ate which they recog. 
nJu u a powerful democratic 1tate

ille �nfront o1 the world'1 Gal-

tural development, and the most con- his bourgeois-liberalism from poison- Ing bills shall not be lone to 
sistent anti-imperialist force in the ing the minds of the American work- death or emasculated into mere 
world. ing class and people, and especially shadows of what they ought to 

Of course, in the case of :8rowder, the members ef our Party; and we be.
- They do not voice the slightest

our Party recognizes that he is not will be doubly alert to that, inasmuch protest against the well-planned 
d b 'd ed 

. . as he would undertake to carry on robbery of working people's earn-an can never e cons1 er Just m h •t t· d th 
• 

. sue an ag1 a 10n un er e gmse ings by the food and clothing 
this category. To the extent that he tit that •he is a Communist profiteers who did all they could 
undertakes the promotion of the ex-

• • . , . to have congresa pass two fraud-
change of books between the two 

In Moscow, when asked if he was a ulent 0PA bills. 
countries, we will do nothing, certain- Marxist, Browder said, . according to Thus the pose asswned by the 
ly, to interfere with the circulation the newspapers that he could not ·an- • members of such a group in be-

' half of a traitor stands revealed 
of such books. If, however, Browder swer that question. Now, according 1n all its ugly nakedness: 
tries to capitalize on this . business to the newspapers here in New York, GARCIA DIAZ. 
arrangement with the Soviet Union he says he is a Communist. It {s not • 
for the purpose of continuing the necessary for me to say at this Na- Want• a New 
propagation of his revisionist and tional Committee meeting that Bro.w- "Front Paie _Style 
bourgeois-liberal views, no matter in der has nothing in common with Johnstown, Pa. 
what form he continues to propagate ¥arxism, but is a bourgeois-liberal. Editor, Dally worker:
these views publicly, he cannot in any He must be relentlessly exposed as M a 11uggeJStlon 1 would Jlke to 
sense claim exemption from public such. (His first article in the "New subm.lt ffie following fc,r conald• 
criticisms and certatnly he will not Republic already shows that Browder eratlon. 
get -any exemption from us. stubbornly clings to and is propagat- The Dally Worker ls evidently 

Th 
. . faced with the problem o! aecur-ere 18 every mdication to make ing his revisionist policies-Editor.) Ing adequate aupplles ot newa• 

us believe, from what he has said al- Yes, and another point. It is the paper materials thus creating a 
ready, that he'is continuing to propa- firm conviction of our Board that lack of apace. The front 'page or 
gate in substance the same line he every step we took in the struggle the paper often features larle • 
had before, and if this is so, we should against Browder and Browderism, in-

he&dllnea and pictures and In my 
nl d 

opinion this space could be used 
not o y un ertake to eradicate all eluding our unanimous action for bis for ama11 type thereby gtvln& more 
semblances of Browderism from our expulsion on the ground of (1) his apace for news. 
ranks, as I have indicated, but we revisionism, (2) his factionalism and Pmonally I believe t.hat theee 
·wm unhesitatingly polemize against (3) his violation of the discipline of large 11•dUQe1 deprive III ot
him, publicly or in any other way that the Party-proved to be of basic and 

apac,e and do net add matfflallJ

N ---- ia erd 
• to � appea1 or the paper.

ma, _ neo11111U7, er w keep � character. _, ...... .. _ __.___:_. _: ..,.., 1 . ..,.. a J


