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The " Workers' Life Page" 
By D. IVON JONES 

APROPOS OF COMRADE ROE- about 242 of these "worker corre· 
BUCK'S ARTICLE IN THE spondents." Here are the figures:--
" COMMUNIST REVIEW." (1) Social Position. 

On May sth "Pravda" celebrates Workers at the Bench 219 
its "Press Day," it being the anni- Employees (office, etc.) 15 
versary of the founding of the paper. Peasants . . . . . . ... 8 
On the " Workers' Life Page" a (2) Education. 
special greeting is devoted to Maria Elementary 186 
Ilinushna Ulianova (Lenin's sister), Home Education ... ... 18 
who reorganised this section of the Intermediate and Workers' 
paper in 1919 on the old pre-revolu- Faculties 38 
tionary lines. A note entitled " Our (3) Party. 
statistics," indicates the extent to Communists 146 
which " Pravda" has organised its Young Communist League 12 
system of " worker correspondents " Non-Party . .. ... ... 84 
in al! the factories and workshops of " These figures show that the 
Russia. 'Workers' Life Page' is carried on 

" From the sth May last year S,ooo by actual workers, irrespective of 
letters were received in the Party affiliation; and if the number 
' Workers' Life' section. Who sent of non-party correspondents is com
them? paratively low, that is because the 

" 2 , 200 persons from more than majority C?f those of whom details 
three hundred districts of Soviet were recei,~ed were Moscow corre
Russia. Here are letters from Arch- spondents. 
angel, Odecea, Baku and Chita; in How I buame a Corres'flondent. 
short, hardly an industrial centre is A worker (V. Koukanov) says : 
not represented. Workers wrote " . . 
about their needs, about their efforts f«:>r a long while ~ had a not10~ for 
and ideas to build up a better life of wntmg about thmgs, espectally 
labour. Many wrote particularly verses of poetry. Althoug~ they were 
critical notes : about the increase of no.t of much account, I dtd nC?t know 
production and improvements in th1s, SC? I wrote about everything that 
methods about the defects of came Into my head, but never wrote 
manage;s in tackling the problems to. t~e papers. ,~ast yea~, Comrade 
of production, etc. During the las't Llpkind, of the Pravda came to 
few months about 8oo such letters the factory where I work as harn«;ss 
were received from the Moscow dis- maker and propose~ I .should wnte 
trict alone, which were so effective in some notes about .hfe In the ~ork
this exposure of the defects of their shop. From that time I wrote m the 
respective managements, that they " Pravda." I wrote very badly at 
resulted in from 20 to 25 cases first, but .now I have lear~t a ~nt. I 
coming before the peoples' courts try to wnte about. everything impor
every month (purely as a result of tant that goes on i~ our factory. ~t 
the watch kept by workers' correspon- first o~e had to wnte a lot about dis-
dents) " order m our factory, and my notes 

· helped not a little. Now life is be-
" In addition to the cor.respondence ginning to arrange itself, life is 

from workers we received letters gettinjt easier, and one pays more 
frl?m pea~ants who !lls? as~ed us t<: attention to the ftOOd things and 
pnnt. what ~oes o.n 1.n theJT '':orl~. about what is jolly m our factory life. 
especially about hnking up the1T Vil- Now I am kind of married to the 
lage with some factory or workshop." " Pravda": hardly ~ day passes I 

" Now, who were these 2,200 people don't ring up the office or send in 
who wrote during the year to the a note. I have become a real 
' Workers' Life Page'? So far we "Pravda" man. an<l I am proud of 
have succeeded in analysing details it." 


