
Soviet-Australian Letters on Jews of the USSR 

An exchange of opinions on 

current Soviet policy 

Below is. an exchnt�ge pf letter· between Mme. Inna Koulakovskayct, 

deptay cli:ief of the Brit,ish department of VOK , �he oviet agency

for foreign cttlturaL relations and the officer of the Jewish Progres•

sive Centre of Melbotime, 1111 t,:alia concerning bhe qu,estidn of Jewish

cnltu,re in t,he 0v1:ei V nion. 
'fhe Etiitor$ of JEWl H L11"E share with the A1utralian correspo11•

. dents the clisquiet over the positiott ·on ·oviet Jewish cuJ.ture in Mme. 

Koulakovskc,010:s leuer. There are ma.n1r obser11ations 9/ Mme. Kou-la/c.

ov luiya that are open to clisc1usi<,m. In addition to the areas d·iscussecl

by the A11�tralia)1. correspon,lei1,1,s, we believe there is the large ques•

tion of Jewi.�h c1tltu:re in langu,ages other tl,a,n Yi,ldish a,nd Hebrew.

ft seems to u.s that Mme. Ko/J,lalcovslcaya evade· the central i�sue 

11mnel1y that so long as there are Jew.� in the· Soviet Union who desire

Jewi,sh cu,lturttl acti·vit r ·ciml creativity, the soci<1,li-st a.pproach to th 

na.tio1utlity qiiest.ion requires that this llesire be given ehe m.em1.s t o be

fnlfilled. All t,l,,e evi,lence availcible to us indica-tes that there a.re So·viet

Jews who 1lo 1.ua11t Je1vish cidtural actfoit.y. Nor do we agree with her

that J ewi h cllltnre ill Y irlcli h or arvy oth •r l<uigu.�ge is neces arilv

separa.tistic. The great worl:s of . 'o·viet Yicldi,sh writers lilce Pere/,z

Markis/I,, ltzilc F eQer a11rl Davitl Bergel 011 a,re a living re/1Lt1Llio11 of 

her view.-Eds. 

THE MOSCOW LETTER

Moscow, December 20, 1956 

Mr. J. Semel, President 
�h. M. Frydinau, Hon. Secretary

Je1l'ish Progres ive Centre 
[1\11.elbourne, Australia] 

entlemen: 
We are in receipt o'f the resolution 

adopted at a meeting of your Centre 

and :regret t say that it seems to hav 

resu!.ted from your inadequate kno, 1-
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edge of life and culture of the Sovie! 
people. 

You stand up to defend Jewish cul• 
ture alleged))' suppres eel in our coun­
try. Out i it not necessary first to con• 
sider the real connota ion of this con­
ception o·f' Je1 ish Culwre. ' 

Jew live in many coWJtries oI the

\ orld but 1wwhere-- x ept I rnel­
do they form. a majority or a compact 

group. It is but 11atural th refor,<: that 

in all countries they uadergo a proot:�

of assimilation: Jews specially thoir

young people-adopt the language of

�e c@untry where they live, study at 
it �hools and uuiversili�, partici­
pate )n _ cJ·eating ils culture : Di raeli
was JewJsh bul the Bl'iti h reaard him
a one of the wi est tate men of Brit­
ain. 

Menul�in is a Jew, hut the world 
�n?ws him as one of the greatest vio­
hmsts of America. 

E!uenburg also comes of a Jewi h 
farruly, �ut in his works he expres.e 
the sentiments of, and discus es the 
pro�lems of vital interest to all the 
Soviet people. 

H ine is known to all as a r at

Gel'll'.laa poet. Who ever thought of 
whether he was a Jew until the na:1..is 
y�lled about it, making hon-fires of 
his books . 

Who ever thinks of Chaplin as a 
Jew, though he is certainly Jewish 
b�t are not his films admirecl and 
hi_ghly praised in all civilized coun­
tn�s as something of universal value? 
Thi_s :es1;1lts from the same Rroces. of 
assim�latio_n of J w which historically 
sp�akmg, is oi cour in the oxdel' of 
thmgs. 

everal decad ag in t arist Ru ia 
,will, )ts a1'tificial egregation of Jew 

�
nd its gh tto> �he Jewish people

could . not partake 111 th reation of 
all-na_t1�11al cultuTe; their piritual li[e 
wa linnted to problem and matter of 
pureJ.r Jewish interest. OU must ac:rre 
Urn_t J� would be ricliculou lo tr to 
arL1 ficially impose the ·ame isolation 
of Jewish spiritual values now 

And it should be also said that best 
works of }�wish authors written in the 
pr�•revolut1onary period and having an 
umv rsal ?ppeal and message have 
?een . J?ubl1 hed in the S i� both 
: 0

1 
�iam�ls ancl in tran lation . Soviet 

, .. ti l1-natJonal reading public Jrns free 
n��es �o t1:an _lotion of best works 
r1tten m Y 1cld1sh in the Soviet period 

K
y. such poets as Feffer. Markish 
Vitko and others. · '

In the co · , I · 1 
b el 

w e of 40 yea1 , n 1 

ave ap ed . 
h 

. ti 
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1_nce t e day when J1l 1: 

Qec 1 
any �iattonal discrimination has

h 
n71>umshuble by law Soviet Jews 

ave Join d th 1 . ' ·1 
f • · mu ti-million fam1 )' 

f 
0t ·t P

1 
ople vorking in all spheres

0 0•0 1 na e onomy and culture. Many 
ov1et Jews J, . a e 11• n world prestiO'e 

as emment · · . . '? . Clenti t musicians. wnt-
ers

t
? 8

t
_rli ts

d
: lh Y c ntribule to c;eating 

ar is 1c an ci t'fi 
d 

en l c values necessary 
to

l 
an apprec�at cl by the Soviet peo­

P e of all natl nalities. 
In 4,0 year of the Soviet reo·ime 

another chang has take 1 "'h. h 
hould be home in mi'nd

n P
h 

ace
d

_ w  ic 
. h 

. . w en 1scuss-
�ng t e position of Jews in the USSR: 
lJ1 the ?ourse of these years a whole 
generat1on of Soviet Jews h 

I . h h 
as grown 

up �\1 •110. as never experienced the 
�umihat10n of ghettoes and knew noth­
mg of segregation of Jewish culture: 
all �he accumulated treasures of multi­
national Soviet culture belong to them, 
but they feel they are first of all part 
and parcel of the cultural traditions 
of the re�ublic in which they live. 

There is no "Jewish problem" in 
�he. USSR. Fo� the overwhelming ma­
ionty of Soviet Jews their national 
tongue is either Russian or the lan­
/?iuage of the Republ_ic where they 
hv�. B_ut, of course rn Biro-Bidjan, 
w_hich _is _the Jewish Autonomous Re­
gion. w1thm the Russian Federated Re­
p�bh?, the language of insb·uction is 
Yiddish. It is also the languag of 
books and local periodicals, radio • 
broadcasts and theater productions. 

At the same time, both in Moscow 
and _in the provinces, recitals of Jewish 
music are held and gramophone rec­
o�ds of Jewish songs and poetry are 
widely sold mainly to meet the re­
queSts of Jews of the older generation 
who feel sentimentally attached to the 
pre-:evolutionary (ghetto) tradition of 
Jewish culture. 

Judging by your resolution you act 
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