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PRENTE REVOLUTICHARIA AFRICANA PARA A INDEPIGDENCLL WAQIONAL
DAS COLONIAS PURTUGUESAS

(F.R.I.4.5) / —2

FORTUGDESE COLONIALTSWM ON TRIAL FOR TEE FIisrT TTNE
A Statement to the Press and Hadic - - 3
. . = — =nly - - , -

11 milliom Africans, over en srea’™f © nillior sy, kilomsfres, are

atill suffering under Portusuese solahinl _t_t"_rzll:*;": ind Portugal .. .
is the most backward country in Enzorzs., g

This is one of the moest tragic sitvatir®s of loday, not only as it
affeots Africe but for all of hmanity. In thc ﬂ.frlr.L izone of
silence' 11 million human beings arc 11V'ng like serfs in their cwm
country, condemned to a way of life which is cvon worse than that
which Nagzism wished to impose on Furopszrs. Thev nre deprived of even

the most basic humen rights. Afte: TE7% certuries in Africa, Portuguese
eolonialism, which is the most backsa~c in recard to materisl achievements
and social and political developments, condesne the ﬁ_"r:lc:a.us to -condi®ions
of asbject misery, and this in the name of ?'!'.:.u:: dan civilisation. The
Africans are kept in ignorance s Ea iorcesd labour, Both the
human and natural resources eee_cg.on’ Fmco exploited and mortgeged
et the lowest possible wal m:u?}mgks Aany the pragtice-of -
Christian principles in gk of reovengffs for ihe human being. They
class 99+7% of the Afriec a;.r damina-s as -'!‘:vthaed', they use all
means to hide the effects of/their- 'nﬁ* lim 1ngﬁrnm- they detain
and murder African patriots Fﬁnd they aii\__k‘.i, :i"efbmtiuns to launch new
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Portuguse colonialism can fer "L-v'-r-- L -**"' 3 %o Justify it=
q

presence and conceal its or e VRnong t wise 40 tht avoument of 'historical
rights', which was buried at Berlin Confe ¢ r 1865 and that of the
'miracle' of the 'civilising ®etiont-eard®ed by nn wderdeveloped
country, & majority of whose aticn ia ;1.;;2;1-*1'-‘ a, Thare is salso the

false colonialist theory of so-cal’ -nﬁﬁ*milﬁ.;aq' which is based on
racism and which, after 500 years, hss in troctice enly 'assimilated' 0.0%f
of the African people. Another ergumént is thé =ph of 'multi-racialism',
legally based on the Netive Statute, vhich merns Aperiheid. They have
also created the comstitutional sham of 'national uniiy' between the colonies
as & means of avoiding the responsitilitics sct cut in tho United Nations
Charter and they maintein a kind of politisel snl rocisl state of 'peace’
which, under a Pascist colonial regime, ensures thz complete suppression of
all human righta.

In apite nf all thias, the Africans are crganising tusmselves and fighting
Portuguese colonialism, though this action in of course clandestine. A few
popularly besed parties and organisations svo leadin: this Pight, waged uder
the most difficult conditions; the Movimzate ~ooular de Libertacac de
Angola, the Partido Africanc ds Inﬂ.ﬂpm’:i-‘.!"."ia de Guira, the Uniso des
Populacaos de Angola, the Movimento da Iibartncae’ ioa Territorios

Afriecancs Sch Dominacao Colonisl Prriuguesa and {ta Movimento Anti-
Colonialista (M.A.C.) This last group, £s & coordinating organisation for
furthering the ahti-colonialist struggle, fnmrﬁinitg African parties and
individuals from the various coloniea, made wny fir the c-eation of the
Frente Revolucionaria Para a Independencia laciocnsl fans Colonias
Portuguesas (F.R.I.A.N.) at the 2nd All Africen Pesples Conference (Tunis,
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January 1960) which was attended by five delegates from the Portugus "«
colonies. The Africans who have left these colonies are orgenised or

becoming organised for the struggle aganist Portiguese colonislism,

In spite of the 'curtein or silence' and all the attempts to conceal the
true facts, Pertuguese colonialism has been exposed to world public

on, This exposure, due to the actions af Afriean patriots and &
few writews snd jeurnalists who were sble te escape official notice. tocl
8 very dramatie form at the last sessien of the U.N, General Asserdly,
Added to their prepesatiens for m calenisl war, & few years ago ths
Partuguese molonislists started a ruthless campaign of repression aczingy
the Africans snd their natienslist organisatiens and this was directly due
to their expesure and to the Africen fight for liberation. Below ars Bcme
of the results of this sampaign, earried on by the colenial stapo, the
army, the administretisn and the settlers:

200 peeple from the Cabinds District and U.F.A. members Julio Afonso.
Isaias Katmutuke, Alfredo Benge, Cunha, Loureiro Sequeira and Ambrosic
Luyanzi have been arrested snd reported as pissing. The leaders Liboric

Newfane and Lello Figueira end the nationalist religious leader 8inao

Toco heve been errested and sent to comcentration end forced labour cemp..
Sinee Mareh 1059 mores than 100 Africens have been arrested in Portuaquses
Guines, Mozambigue and Angola, among them Ilidio Machade, Vieira lies.
Gabriel Leitao, Franeisco Africang; dndre Mingas, Mendes Carvalhio, ic

Saude and many others, 14 Afsficans are in exile and are being s-ugh’

by the ola coloniel polife,smong themViriato Cruz, Lucio Lara, M-
Andrade, Marties Higuaiu,.;ﬁ;ﬁl Coste, Jaag Pinok, Manuel Nmcaca, Unuf-c
Osusena, Jorge Mingas. § Eupopeans have been arrested and accused of
helping the Africansg oné of whom is DT, Juli&t&_--gandara. Mers than
1,000 Africans have bee J%Eiea in messacrés (8. Téme, February 1953)

end more than 50 (Bissad, Guinea, August 1959) .

In Luanda, Angela, the Faseigt.colonial tribunal wihich is presided ove.
by 8 settler, is ready to 'jﬁqigé!-;-;ic’z:rns of AfTricéns accused of belonging
to the Movimento Popular de Libertmeno de Afigola/and of attempts egainat
the 'external seeurity' of the S¥rte—of Portugdl and against Portugucse
national unity (Art. 141 and 151 of the Poptiiguese Penal Code). Ths came
accusation is being levelled =t the=f '!Péiz;b'peﬁna arrested. The law provides

penslties of up to 25 years in prisen. The Africans know from bitte:
experience just what the laws of Fortuguese Faspist colonialism masn,

Werld public opinion must be roused about these trials. It i=s neither

the African petriota who are fighting for the right to live == Men or tha
honest Europeans whe are friends of the African people who should be judges
at the tribunals ~f Lusnds. These tribunals should provide the firat pui
Judgement of Portuguese colonisliam, World public opinion, democrati
pecples and organisations who love Peace and Freedom, the pass ocommvo
media; honest and responsibtle men from all countries would mot be misgulos
in paying careful attention to this Judgement. For they muet be there o°
the side of the Africans,

Becaouse it is really the judzement of s ocsse between Portugusse colonialicm
and Humanity, in which Portugsl is on trisl for the crime of the exploit=ati:
the waste, the hupilistion and the partially successful attempt to deci-oy

11 millign human bveings.
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