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THE DRIFT TO SOCIALISM

By Joseph E. Cohen

In this country at this time it would be improper
to stress the conscious effort for socialization as the
most pronounced. It seems anything but that.

Not that there is not a plenty of fulsome boasters.
Such prosperity, meaning plenty of work, as has
blessed us is assumed by the Republican Party to
be the direct rays from its high tariff furnace. Like-
wise depression and hard times are inexplicable and
unavo:dable accidents, similar to the blowing out of
a tire because of some one else’s careless scattering
of glass on the road.

Actually. however, individualism is supposed to
be rampant, still Governmental interference in busi-
ness is assaulted as a policy, although it manages to
make headway in practice. For the most part in-
dustrial development is meant to be left to take care
of itself and just grow lik= Topsy.

Plans for expansion lay no particular stress upon
the human factor. With immigration seriously re-
stricted, so long as there is smoke going up the fac-
tory chimney, the labor unions can hold their own
and the totlers keep their larders provisioned. And
sufficient unto the 'ay is the evil thereof.

Back of this viewpoint are the indigenous con-
ditions of the land. The domains are extensive;
while the days of exploration are over pretty much
in fact, they trail along as part of the mental stock-
in-trade. of the “night minds.” However limited
opportunities are, captains of industry still rise from
the ranks before the eyes. Fabulous fortunes are
amassed in the highways and even the byways of
commerce. Rewards of no inconspicuous size yet
await. those who have the talent and are willing to

play the game with the cards marked by the cor-
porations.

It is but natural, then, that the resulting ideas
chould be loose-jointed and far-flung. There is no
assembling data and deeds into one body. To search
for permeating sociai forces in this chaos of con-
flicting impulses 1s to cast forth on a long journey.

That being given, it should go without saying
that the character of these conditions must be re-
flected in the labor movement and the Socialist
Party. But is that so?

For the labor movement it can be quite readily
admitted. That movement displays a rather self-
sufficient exterior which is not parcel of the Euro-
pean brand. It is almost smug in its tolerance of
leaders who are the grosser affectations of the newly
rich. It is all too ready to tie up with arrangements
pleasing to the employers, on the plea of stability.
It is fearful to be caught harboring any such ideals
as ultimate emancipation from capitalism. Maybe
only because it is Latin does it accept the shibboleth
of “Labor Omnia Vincit.”

If this be censure, it can only be mild. Those
impatient with this sort of thing bite their thumbs in
solitudes. The irreconcilable, who delude them-
selves with the moonshine that the great bulk outside
the craft unions want stronger drink, organize their
L.W.W. and.sound their bridal call in vain. Beyond
the organized movement are the less determined
workers. They have yet to be stirred to as much
semblance of protest as is manifest in the American
Federation of L.abor.

The regular labor movement is very near an un-
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derstanding of conditions as they are. How is it
with the Socialist Party?

To distinguish itself at all, it had to form a party
separate and aparf from all others. It had to pre-
serve its identity. Incidentally it must, no matter
what happens. Even if a labor party were formed,
with the Socialist Party a contributing factor, it
would have to keep its own organization for its work
other than political, just as the labor unions would
keep their organizations for their vw.irk other than
political. All the more so, since no labor party of
national scope is functioning.

With the even . partial awakening of labor, the
stressing of its aloofness in political matters becomes
secondary with the Socialist Party. Members will
still prefer to stay outside the garden while the voters
bite into the wormy interior of the forbidden fruit
of old party progressive candidates. But we cannot
close our eyes to the fact that there are such pro-
gressive, genuine and militant.

Unitl the two-party prejudice is broken down,
there will have to be some waiting for labor to make
itself decisive in the politics and government of this
country. While waiting, there can be no harm in
circumstances bending half way to meet the So-
cialist requirement.

That may be said to be happening.

Although nearest to England, let us say, this na-
tion sees no counterpart of the long, steady building
up of an organization like that of the British Labor
Party, created of the unions and animated by the
Socialist breath of life. Quite far from it.

But even in England, with the making of progress
comes the admission and assimilation of every other
element, not even the idle wealthy excepted. What
persists as the essence, however, is the purpose to
bring about the elevation of labor in industry to the
point of fetching social democracy.

What cannot be gainsaid is that the influence of
labor as such in party councils remains the dominant
note.

That is what really counts. For labor unions to
call such a gathering as that which met in Cleveland
last July and which nominated La Follette is to
make history. From now on labor is raising its voice
in politics. It is raising it as labor.

That granted, there cannot come too quickly the
broadening of the movement to include every
element willing to sustain social change.

That ,an unbreakable bond must be formed be-
tween workers and farmers is not disputed any.
where But the appeal must be such as to reach far
over that. The discontent which runs through all
classes must be gathered and piped for the conmon
outlet.

There is not a capitalist institution, economic or
otherwise, in which such discontent is not seething.

In every industry are men, many if not most re-
sponsible for the total administration of affairs, who
remain a class apart from the owners, often treated
with contumely, and suffering the exquisite refine-
ments of hirelings from those who are n every
civilized way their inferiors. Socialism would bring
them merited approbation. They would let their
genius get full play.

On every newspaper and magazine and in every
other agency for capitalist publicity are men who
either stultify their convictions or conceal them while
they drool over inconsequential details. They are
keenly alert to the sham and mockery and pretense
of what pose as public mediums. What a con-
tribution they could make to the popularization of
real information!

Also in the scale are the droves of small dealers,
manufacturers and people of the professions, many
of them continuing individual production such
as works of art, who are squeezed ever more hard
by exploiting capitalism. They should come into
the progressive fild readily enough.

Undoubtedly they all will. There can be no
dispute about that.

To the Socialist, who sees the mechanism of
capitalism so distinctly and the adjustments necessary
to democratize industry to serve society so clearly,
it is hard to watch for the slow acceptance of that
as a goal. But in his moments of relaxation he can
content himself with the knowledge that there is
no escaping such an outcome.

That knowledge, too, will have to be sufficient
for him to strive with these others, especially the
labor unions, to make progress politically. Even
will have to do when they are not ready to accept
the notion of a goal. For there can be no other
drift to progress.

Because the drift may continue as such for some
time to come. When consciousness grows, the em-
phasis will be shifted, but continuing progress will
have to be made. The quality will differ. But
always we shall look ahead.

After all, is not that the soul of human salvation?

BRUTAL IMPERIALISM

*“Several great nations are now running behind
a billion dollars a year, chiefly because of im-
perialism,” said President Coolidge recently.

Correct. Therefore we must study imperialism.

“The History of Impenalism,” by Irwin St.
John Tucker, is a brilliant 400-page study of im-
perialism.

“Labor and the Next War,” by James Oneal,
is a 32-page study of war and imperialism in Oneal’s
perfectly clear and convincing style.

These books are, respectively, $2.50 and 10 cents,
prepaid.
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WHAT WE EXPECTED

®

By Judge Joseph Panken
This is the first of three articles by Judge Joseph Panken to be published in consecutive issues of the Secialist World

As far back as the memory of American Socialists
goes, the organized Socialist movement has sought
a contact with the labor movement for political
action. It seemed that such contact would be pos-
sible of establishment as a matter of fact, the history
of the American labor movement is replete with
attempts of the workers to organize ‘workmen’s
political parties.

This is not the place, nor is it the time, to discuss
the history of these attempts or the causes motivating
them. It must be recorded here that there is ex-
pressed opinion that these attempts were not expres-
sions of or part of the class struggle.

In so far as the recent past is concerned, there
is no dispute that definite classes and class distinc-
tions have arisen in th» United States.

The organized Socialist movement reflected the
interest of a distinct class. In its early period it
supported the “Henry George movement.” In 1886
Henry George was indorsed and supported by the
Socialists for Mayor of New York. In 1897,
however, when Henry George was again a can-
didate for Mayor of the City of New York, the
Socialist Labor Party, which then had become a
political party organized on national lines, opposed
his candidacy. The support of Henry George was
because Henry George carried to his support the
labor element.

In 1897 organized labor did not, as such, sup-
port him, Lut there were other reasons why in 1897
he was not supported by the Socialist Labor Party.

About that time decided differences had arisen
within the ranks of the Socialists as to the policies
and tactics to be pursued in enlisting the cooperation
of Labor. The Socialists were not successful in
their efforts to enlist organized labor therefore.

In 1894, the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance
was fathered by the Socialist Labor Party as a con-
sequence of the failure above recorded. The
American Federation of Labor had established a
policy of “No politics in the Union,” so that the
trades unions were not approachable in politics. In
the desire to obtain the cooperation of labor, the

Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance was founded.

Some Socialists, however, were of the opinion,
and properly so, that this would cause friction with
and within labor. Instead of uniting labor for
political action and cementing the road for coopera-
tion with Socialists, it resulted in dual unions, divid-
ing labor on the economic field and lending jus-
tification for the attack on Socialists by labor
leaders.

The inevitable occurred. Some members of the
Socialist Labor Party were expelled and the or-
ganization of the Social Democracy of America,
and then the Social Democratic Party followed.

The fight as to the tactics regarding labor within
the Socialist Labor Party contiued until 1899. The
division being irreconcilable, the party split. Those
who supported the Socialist Trade and Labor Al-
liance desired to continue the formation of Trade
Unions committed to the support of the Socialist
Labor Party. The others, and they were in the
majority, were of the opinion that it was the duty
of Socialists to support labor in its economical
struggle regardless of its political opinions.

The majority held that dual unions would only
help the employers and arouse opposition and hatred
on the part of workers for Socialists and Socialism,
and, therefore, that the policy was not a question
of tactics, but a matter of principle.

The Social Democratic Party had adopted a
policy of supporting labor in its economic struggles
and cooperation with it in every attempt at independ-
ent political action.

In 1899, when an independent labor party was
organized in the City of New York, the Social
Democratic Party was represented in its conference
and became part of its organization, and caused
*“Kangaroos”, that portion of the Socialist Labor
Party disagreeing with the policy of dual Union-
ism, to be invited to participate. They, however,
declined. Later on proof that the “Kangaroos™
were right, the Independent Labor Party indorsing
the Republican Party. Participation by the “Kan-
garoos’” would not have prevented that.

The attitude of the Social Democratic Party and
the “Kangaroos”’ towards the labor movement being
identical led to their uniting and the formation of the
present Socialist Party.

From the very beginning of the life of the So-
cialist Party a definite policy was pursued. Trade
Unions were treated as the economic arm in the
struggle, and the Socialist Party as the political
arm. In the very first convention of the Socialist
Party, resolutions were adopted clearly defining
this policy. I have not at hand the texts of those
resolutions.  Their burden, however, was that
Socialists and their party must support labor in
all its economical struggles, strikes, boycotts, lock-
outs; that Socialists should be members of their trade
unions and support should be given regardless of the
political opinions of the trade unionists.

This policy, though it did not succeed in en-
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listing the cooperation of the entire trade union
movement, nevertheless brought sympathetic sup-
port from many locals and a large number of trade
unionists. It did not make possible a contact with
the trade union movement that the European So-
cialists enjoy, but it wiped out some of the animostiy
on the part of labor’s leadership to Socialists as
evidenced by the C. P. P. A,

By 1912 the Socialist Party in Ameiica had be-
come an important political factor. That year 1t
received almost a million votes and counted a mem-
bership, actually paying dues, of upwards of
125,000,—a party with a membership greater, com-
paratively, than that of either of the major parties.

A million votes in 1912 is as much as 2,000,000
and a quarter votes in 1924, by reason of woman
suffrage and the increase in population since then.

The policy of the Socialist Party was vindicated.
The purpose, however, was not fulfilled. A party
of labor in the true sense had not yet come into
being. Internal strife, due to the reappearance of
Socialist Trade and Labor Alliancism in the form
of the I. W. W. reduced the membership of the
party.

During this time it was not only the hope of the
Socialist Party to launch an independent political
labor movement, but everything possible to promote
such eventualiiy was taken advantage of.

Wisconsin saw the Socialists work hand in hand
with the Union, when in politics. Minnesota,
particularly Minneapolis, found the Socialists and
trade unions not only together on the economic field,
but also on the political battlefront.

The entry of the United States into the World
War and the resultant patriotic hysteria swept some
weak-kneed Socialists to the extreme right and out
of the party. That with the Bolshevik Revolution
of November of the same year made fertile ground
for the sprouting of the left wing.

Left-wing-ism and the merciless persecution of
the Socialists by the Government found the Socialist
Party in a weakned condition upon the conclusion
of the war. The Party split, and peculiarly So-
cialist Trade and Labor Alliancism appeared again,
bringing its blighting effect. For the Left-Wingers
were and still are intent on capturing the trades
unions and tying them up with the “‘Red Inter-
national.”

The party had become a shell of its former
self, yet in 1920 it was still able to poll close
to 1,000,000 votes in spite of all the sabotage, vil-
lification and persecution, proving again the sound-
ness of the Socialist Party’s position in regard to
the Trade Unions, and vindicating its expectations.

That brings us to the period immediately before
the formation of the C. P. P. A.

In 1920 the Farmers and Workers formed a po-

litical party and nominated a national ticket separate
and apart from the Socialists. It was not success-
ful, for the Farmer Labor Party polled only about
250,000 votes. It did, however, inspire hope among
Socialists that America was ready to form a Labor
Party fashioned after the model of the British
Labor Party.

The Chicago Federation of Labor had committed
itself to Labor’s engaging in independent politics.

The Railroad Brotherhoods had learned the im-
portance and efficacy of political action and political
power in the solution of economic problems. They
had seen in 1917 and in 1918 the head of the Rail-
road Administration by a single stroke of the pen
adding hundreds of thousands to their membership,
increasing their wages and adjusting their hours of
labor, an achievement entirely by a political act,
by Governmental power in the exercise of a political
authority. '

Then, they saw legislation taking some of their
gains from them, and threatening to wipe out the
rest. By actual demonstration they learned the im-
portance of political power, they came face to face
with it.

When the Socialist Party met in Convention at
Detroit in 1921, mindful of all this, it adopted a res-
olution presented by Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee,
Instructing a committee to make a survey with the
view of ascertaining the advisability and possibility
of launching a movement for a Labor Party.

That survey, and the action taken on it, sanction-
ed the participation of the Socialist Party in a con-
ference which resulted in the formation of a con-
ference for Progressive Political Action (C. P.
P. A).

We were told that the C. P. P. A. was formed
too late to embark on a political campaign in 1924.
By resolution it authorized endorsement of such
candidates for Congress as were favorable to labor
and opposed those unfavorable, in other words, re-
warding the friend and punishing the enemy, a policy
which had become traditional with the American
Federation of Labor.

Excepting for the bringing together of labor men
to discuss Independent Political Action and adopt-
ing a program, and an organization plan, nothing
was done.

Fortunately, the Socialist Party was not required
or requested to carry out the resolutions to endorse
so-called friends of labor. That made it possible
for us to remain a part of the C. P. P. A. and we
did remain such part, hoping that State conferences
would be called to organize C. P. P. A. branches
in the various States for the 1924 elections. Very
little in that direction was done.

In New York State such an attenypt was made.
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We know with what results. The Socialist Party

was practically kicked out.

At the St. Louis meeting of the C. P. P. A. in
February, 1924, the Cleveland convention was
decided upon. The Socialist Party thereupon chang-
ed the seat of its convention to Cleveland and post-
poned it until after the C. P. P. A. Convention
should have met

Throughout the country, both in the ranks of the
Socialist Party as well as in the Trades Unions, the
Cleveland Convention became the topic of the day
and the hope of labor.

During the month of April of this year, it was
my good fortune to travel through a goodly portion
of the country. Wherever I went a found a deep-
seated interest in the Cleveland Convention, hope-
ful in spirit that out of the C. P. P. A. Convention
would finally come that Labor’s Political Party
which progressive workers and Socialists have de-
sired and hoped for. At no place did I hear an ex-
pression other than the hope and expectation that
the Labor Party would be launched on the 4th of
July. The 4th of July became again to many a
day when a new Declaration of Independence
would be issued.  That was not only true as regards
Socialists, but it was equally true of non-Socialist
workers.

As far as the Socialist Party was concerned, the
membership, in many instances, instructed their

delegates to both conventions at Cleveland that the
Socialist Party was to join with the C. P. P. A.
in the formation of a Labor Party, and further to
endorse the C. P. P. A. Candidates for President
and Vice-President, providing a Labor Party was
there formed.

The New York delegates, though not instructed,
yet responsive to the overwhelming opinion of the
Party membership, expressed either at branch or
local meetings, were bound to stand for the form-
ation of a Labor Party at the C. P. P. A. Con-
vention and act accordingly in the Party Conven-
t:on.

As trade unionists and Socialists wended their
way to Cleveland they carried with them more than
a hope for the launching of a Labor Party. They
actually expected the formation of such a party
which would typify independent political action
on the part of Labor. They were convinced it would
be done.

As the delegates arrived in Cleveland and par-
ticularly the Socialists and had occasion to exchange
views with one another, that hope was strengthened.
They believed their expectations realized. They
believed that the time had finally come when Labor
was about to join with the Socialists for independent
labor political action.

We expected a Labor Party out of the Cleve-
land Convention. What did we get?

THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE CHILDREN

By George R. Kirkpatrick

What chance has a hungry and ignorant child,
lashed with the whips of want, driven into the mills
to be slowly crucified with the blight of wage-
slavery? What chance has a hungry and ignorant
child hanging on the cross of wage-slavery, sur-
rounded by the National Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion, proudly and brutally boasting, “There is no
sentiment in business”? What chance has a hungry
and ignorant child twice speared thru by the United
States Supreme Court in the interests of the profit-
teers> What is the meaning of the American flag
floating boastfully over a factory crowded with
hungry and ignorant children, slaving for a starx
vation wage in the springtime of their lives?

Reader, stand up and be counted for the Twen-
tieth Amendment, the Children’s Amendment to the
National Constitution-—stand up in defense of child
life against the cruel and swinish greed of the sweat-
ers of child labor.

The census of 1920 showed that 1,060, 000 chil-
dren under 15 were at work in the United States,
and that 1,437,00 of our children between 7 and
13 were not in school,—mostly in the states having

the weakest legislation in behalf of children against
child labor.

For twenty-five years the cry has gone up in the
land: “Protect the children!” But they have not
been protected; they are not now protected. The
situation does not improve. It grows worse . The
rude snout of Capitalism still roots up the flowering
garden of young life—for profits.

Twice in the last six years the United States
Supreme Court has plunged its spear into the side of
the children by ripping the federal child labor
legislation from our national law books—with that
devilish word, “‘unconstitutional”; and only a week
ago, December 6, the President of the United States
also stilettoed the children by brutally (and cun-
ningly) announcing that he would not raise his hand
in defense of the children. Flatly he deserted them.
Cold-bloodedly he turned his back upon the help-
lessly poor and ignorant children, using the cheap
trickster’s excuse that *‘legislation against child labor
must be left to the state legislatures,” the coward’s
side-stepping plea that “state rights must not be in-
terfered with.” No wonder he has made a request
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that a regular chaplain be appointed to serve on the
Mayflower, the presidential pleasure boat for the
President’s week-end pleasure trips in the Chesa-
peake Bay. Some of the coal used to make steam
for the Mayflower is stained with blood that has
leaked from the worn fingers of small boys working
in the Pennsylvania collieries. The powerful Manu-
facturers’ Association, the Associated Industries or-
ganization and other bands of cradle snatchers boost-
ed the President into office—for a reason: they
whisper to the Supreme Court and get what they
whisper for; they are filling the land with lies, fill-
ing the land with false warnings, filling the land
with treacherous forebodings, filling the land with
a baseless fear of the Twentieth Amendment lusting
for the child’s cheap labor. Thus these profiteering
bandits furnish the nails to spike the children on the
cross of child wage-slavery—for profits. All these
shameless politically pious enemies of the children
say, “All such legislation must be left to the state
legislatures.”

But just because many state legislatures have for
twenty-five years neglected the children’s defense;
because in some states millions of the nation’s chil-
dren have for twenty-five years been blighted by
exposure to the capitalist ruffians’ hunt for cheap
labor; because state legislatures have for twenty-five
years of vicious neglect or vicious connivance proved
that the state legislative defense is inadequate protec-
tion of the children—for these reasons, Congress, the
National Legislature, in 1916, passed a law in de-
fense of the nation’s poor and ignorant children.
This law was destroyed by the Supreme Court.
“Unconstitutional.” Again the National Legislature
went to the rescue of the children, and passed a
second law in defense of the children against child
labor. Once again the black-gowned, hand-picked,
pensioned pets of plutocracy on the Supreme Court
bench put the children back on the cross of toil by
declaring this second national child-labor law *“‘un-
constitutional.”

Then the people began to wake up, began to re-
alize that the Constitution must be amended in such
manner that the Supreme Court may not interfere
with the people’s wish that the children shall be
protected against the possibility of bribed state
legislators and against the reality of brutal profit-
eers. Hence, the Twentieth Amendment, the Chil-
dren‘s Amendment.

But beware. This nation is not wholly awake.
True, Congress has submitted the Twentieth A-
mendment to the states. However, referred thus to
the states, it falls into the hands of state legislators;
and 36 of the state legislatures must accept the
Amendment to make it a part of the federal Con-
stitution. But, remember, state legislatures are, usu-

ally, composed of low-average statesmen; some of
them are dull; many of them are ignorant; some
of them are cruel; some of them are cheap; some
of them were elected with the “help” of great
manufacturers; some of them would gladly “deliver
the goods™ to secure re-election; many of them have
the “get-the-money” ethical code of Capitalism;
and most of them can easily see that they “need
the money.”

Five state legislatures have already considered
the Twentieth Amendnrent and four of these have
rejected it! The Children’s Amendment is in
danger. If 9 of the remaining 43 states reject the
Amendment it will be lost. Thirty-eight legislatures
meet in January. They will consider the Children’s
Amendment. In every s:ate the campaign is already
on—against the Amendment. The millionaires are
busy with billions back of them—to defeat the chil-
dren.

Here is the Amendment:

*“Section 1-—Congress shall have power to limit,
regulate and prohibit the labor of persons under
eighteen years of age.

“Section 2—The power of the several States is
unimpaired by this article except that the operation
of the State laws shall be suspended to the ex-
tent necessary to give effect to legislation enacted
by Congress.”

Note carefully. that the Amendment simply gives
Congress power to rescue the children from the
blighting of any state legislation that falls below
a certain implied decent minimum standard of pro-
tection for the children against excessive and pre-
mature work.

The battle for this Amendment is worthy of the
best fighting spirit that thrills the blood of every
decent citizen under the flag. The recent struggle
in Massachusetts was as bitter as any ever fought
by Southern planters in behalf of chattel slavery
before the Civil War. The children lost in Mass-

achusetts. Be warned.
The battle is on. Where do you stand? Silence:
is consent. This case is simplé: The millionaires

against the multitude. Every reader of these lines
should write to the National Women's Trade
Union League of America, 311 South Ashland
Boulevard, Chicago—for all the facts and full
directions for the fight. And do it now. Let us reach
the nation’s reason with the facts—for the children.
Let us drive for the nation’s heart—for the children.
Let us uproot the wage-slave cross on which the
Supreme Court and the profiteers stand ready to
crucify the children, helplessly ignorant, helplessly
poor, helplessly young.
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ORGANIZATION NEWS

ANOTHER STEP FORWARD BY THE
C.P.P. A

The National Committee of the C. P. P. A.
met December 12 in Washington. It was a lively
meeting. After much spirited discussion of the
question of a new party and of the *January’ con-
vention 1s was decided to hold the convention. The
date of the “January” convention, however, was
changed to February 21. The convention will be
held in Chicago.

The National Committee was not unanimous on
the matter of forming a new party and of holding a
convention. That was natural and not surprising.
But—there it is—the significant decision of the
Committee to hold a convention in Chicago, the
next big step in the evolution of American politics.
This decision is, of course, so far, a victory for those
in favor of the formation of a new political party.

However, the convention in Chicago February
21 does not guarantee that a new party will be
formed. In the February conventioa of the C. P.

- P. A. several fundamental question. will come up
for consideration; and the discussions, findings and
decisions in the convention will indicate pretty cleary
—up to that date—the evolution and precision of
thought working toward a new era in American
politics and industry. A most interesting and prof-
itable intellectual exercise for all who are eager for
the new time is that of searching out and carefully
formulating just what questions could with greatest
benefit occupy the convention’s attention,—just
what questions should have first place before the
convention; and also the formulation of soundly
justified answ ars to these questions. Just such work
might well occupy some of the attention of Socialist
and labor bodies everywhere. We shall have to
think our way forward. Happy hurrahs, very wise
*“I-told-you-so’s” and offensive personalities will
not help us in defining our true goal, nor will they
carry us far toward such a goal. Just now the labor
world needs the utmost freedom of discussion, open-
mindedness and loyalty to the workers’ interests as
these interests are revealed thru industrious thinking.
These times demand the best of us, of all of us, in
intellectual honesty and high purpose.

The special committee on local arrangements for
the Chicago convention of February, selected by
the C. P. P. A. at Washington, are as follows:
Charles MacGowan, Chairman of the Progressive
Party of Illinois; Dr. John W. Lapp; Mrs. Glenn
Plumb, widow of the author of the “Plumb plan;”
Parley P. Christianson, Farmer-Labor Presidential

candidate in 1920; and Bertha Hale White, Na-
tional Secretary of the Socialist Party.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING

The National Executive Committee of the So-
cialist Party was in session in Washington Saturday
December 13, all members present, National Chair-
man, Eugene V. Debs, presiding. The Committee’s
first work was a careful consideration of the Ex-
ecutive Secretary’s very full report. The Secretary’s
review of the campaign was of special interest as
showing such abundant evidence of our party mem-
bership’s high efficiency in organization work, prop-
aganda, campaign management, election-day serv-
ice, and as showing also the membership’s splendid
resources in leadership, tact, modesty, cooperative
spirit and eagerness to serve in the work of pro-
moting the progress of the workers. Of great in-
terest also was the Secretary’s report to the effect
that correspondence from all parts of the country
indicated a vastly improved attitude of great num-
bers of people toward the Socialists and Socialist
propaganda. The report was most encouraging as
to the increasingly fraternal attitude of the language
federations toward our Party. The Party's finan-
cial condition was carefully considered. Readers
are referred to. the article, “Clear the Decks,” in
this number, for information on the financial affairs
of the Party. The Executive Secretary’s report on
the morale of the Party, based on a large correspond-
ence, is distinctly indicative of a healthy and
vigorous condition. Everywhere there is an unal-
terable determination to protect the organization and
identity of the Party under all circumstances and in
all situations. There is not the slightest danger of
the submergence or absorbtion of the Socialist Party,
ready to serve but not surrender.

The Committee took action on the matter of the
Party’s being represented in the February conven-
tion of the C. P. P. A., voting unanimously that
the Socialist Party shall be fully represented in the
convention. Pursuant to the regulations entitling
each affiliated national political party to three dele-
gates and each state organization of such party two
delegates in the convention, the Secretary was in-
structed to cast the Committee’s vote for the follow-
ing delegates, Eugene V. Debs, Morris Hillquit,
and Bertha Hale White; and the Secretary was
instructed to urge all Socialist state committees to
arrange for a two-member delegation from each
state to the C .P. P. A. convention at Chicago,
February 21.
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Our Executive Committce’s call for a special
national convention of the Socialist Party will be
found under special heading in this issue.

The. most inspiring thing in sight to day in Amer-
ican politics is the conspicuous fact that the power-
ful suggestion of a new deal, a new movement, a new
political party, a new and vast effort at self-defense
by the multitude,—that this suggestion has penetrat-
ed the minds of many millions of American people.
There is a new discussion and a new intensity in
the discussion of a vast theme thruout the land. That
in three or four years so much should be accomplish-
ed in penetrating the multitude’s consciousness with
the new and powerful suggestion and hgpe—with
a consequent growing intention—this is truly won-
derful. Those who may incline to get ‘cold feet’
because, or if, everything does not turn out precisely
right at Chicago, do not seem to understand how
very great is the achievement of successfully hitch-
ing the attention of a hundred million people to a
new idea in three or four years. The second most
encouraging sign in our public life is the perfectly
evident alarm of the industrial, financial and politi-
cal masters of this nation. They know the suggestion
has gone in deep and that it will not hopelessly die
away even if “‘every thing goes wrong™ at Chicago.
The tide is rising. And it can not be swept back.

*“Evolution makes hope scientific.”

Dimly, yet with rapidly increasing clearness, the
nation is thinking a new thought. “Today’s vision
is tomorrow’s. foundation.”

CLEAR THE DECKS
C.R. K.

*“Let’s go ahead!” was the spirit of the National
Executive Committee meeting on Saturday, De-
cember 13 at Washington, one of the most inspiring
meetings the Committee has held in years. The
National Chairman of the Committee, Eugene V
Debs, was present and presided. He was full of
his old time spirit and eager for the Party’s welfare
In every way.

With our grand old leader let us hold up our
heads. Our debts are now less than they have been
for the last twelve years. Think of that. Within
the last year one-half of the debts of the Party have
been paid off. That is proof of health. There is
no wavering in loyalty. The National Executive
Secretary’s financial Report was an inspiration to
the Committee, and when comtrade Debs learned of
the Party’s financial condition, that the comrades’
loyalty and the careful management of the National
Office had reduced the Party’s debts by one-half
in the last nine months, he promptly said, “This
splendid work must be completed at once. Our
Party’s decks must be cleared for action. Our re-
maining debts must be wiped out. The National

Office must no longer be hampered with debts.”
Comrade Debs urgently requested of the Committee
that he be permitted, authorized, to assume the
work of wiping out the remainder of the Party's
debt—at once.

Thirty years ago comrade Debs voluntarily as-
sumed a 30,000-dollar debt owed by the American
Railway Union; took upon himself the heart-break-
ing task of earning the great sum necessary to pay
that debt. He did earn that money, every cent of it,
by giving hundreds of Chautauqua lectures. And
he did pay that debt in full. He would gladly
agree to carn the money necessary to pay the So-
cialist Party’s remaining debt. But his health will
not permit him to do this. However, Comrade Debs
feels sure that the comrades will agree with him
and co-operate with him in the matter of clearing
off this debt. You will hear from him. He says,
“I am not at all surprised that one-half the debt has
been paid in the last nine months. This Party in
i:s holy eagerness for industrial justice for the mul-
titude is—of course—composed of many of this
world’s choicest men, women and youths who will
not surrender the splendid principles and the pre-
cious organization. The Party is dear, very dear to
them. It must be—and it will be—in every way
protected for the supreme task of the twentieth
century. We shall wipe out this debt—right away;
face forward unburdened—and go ahead.”

Of great importance in the Report was the clear
evidence given of the general loyalty to our Party
principles, loyalty to our Party organization, and
an intense eagerness for and insistence upon its pro-
tection against any possible disintegrating influences
while we strive, as best we can, to rouse the Ameri-
can workers for their own political self-defense.

Everywhere comrades want things done. The
Party will soon surely grow in power to do them.
Not only will the debt be soon taken care of, but
there is a new enterprise, already well started, to
build up a National Office Sustaining Fund with
which to meet the ordinary office expenses in a reg-
ular budget-plan manner, leaving the regular party
dues income for party-building purposes and free-
ing the members from further solicitation for reg-
ular expense purposes. Comrade Debs 1s eager
for a new home for the National Office; and insists
that we must soon found and develop a powerful
weekly party paper. On all these matters the Com-
mittee is in fine accord.

Let us clear the decks, hold up our heads, put on
our armor, and go ahead in thé grandest work that
any band of men and women ever set for themselves.
Other things being equal, life is worth while if it is
keyed up with great interests, inspired with magnifi-

(Continued on page 16)
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Campaign Contributions

(Continued from November Issue)

B. Willett, Demarest, N. J. ..o 2.00
Harry Bernstein, Deep River, Conn. ... 1.00
H. 1'aft, Brooklyn, N. Y. ot 1.00
+riend, Wilkes Barre, Pa. ... ... 1.00
F. Pottenson, Springfield, Mass. ...................... 2.00
B. Geringer, Brookiyn, N. Y. ... 1.00
Joe Guise, Spring Valley, Minn. ... ... 1.00
Sam Blander, New London, Conn. .................... 1.00
Sarah Padolf, Jersey Shore, Pa. ... 1.00
Jacob Spaner, Bridgeport, Conn. ... 1.00
A. S. Miller, Springfield, Mass. ... 1.00

J. Pede, Chairman, Camp. Comm. N. Haven, Con. 13.80
Andy Obed, Jugoslav Br. N. 198, Homer City, Pa. 5.00

R. Lempert, Sioux City, fowa ... 5.00
L. Levitt, Detroit Mich. ... 1.00
Frank Brechar, Brooklyn, N. Y. ... 1.00
O. Weinstein, Akron, Ohio. ... ... 1.00
Unknown, Brownsville, Pa. ... 2.00
Al Fox, Dayton, Ohio. _....oc.cooiiiiiiiicicinee 2.00
J. Goldstein & M. Garlich, St. Joseph, Mo. ... 3.00
Max Greenblat, Dayton, Ohio ... ... 2.00
I. Goldstein Maynard, Mass. ... 1.00
B. Singer, Canton, Ohio .....cc.ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiina: 1.00
M. Magilensky, Sioux City, lowa ... 1.00
H. M. Merrill, State Office, Albany, N. Y. ___.... 26.00
Nick Wettilich, Massillon, Ohio ........................ 5.00
A. Glickman, Newark, N. J. ... 1.00
S. Richter, New York, N. Y. . ol 1.00
B. Gertman, Haitford, Conn. ... 0.50
J. Kligerman, New Haven, Conn. ... 5.00
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Kaufman, New York City.... 1.00
M. Berman, Brooklyn, N. Y. ... 1.00
H. Becker, Little Falls, N. J. ... 5.00
H. Usdansky, San Antonio, Texas .........._..... 1.00
R. Weissbren, Anniston, Ala. ... 5.00
Leon Kronrad, Columbia, S. C. ... ... 2.5

Sarah Silber, Columbus, Ohio ........................ 1.00
Wm. Kleinman, Baltimore, Md. _.................... 1.00
H. Yanks, McKeesport, Pa. ... 1.00
M. Grossman, Plainsville, Pa. ... s 1.00
Albert Sokoloff, Philadelphia, Pa. ... ... 1.00
M. Kasselman, Shehandoah, Pa. ... 1.00
F. Feingold, Mansfield Depot, Conn. ._............. 2.00
H. Pecheroky, Annapolis, Md. ... 1.00
B. Borsuck, Alameda, Calif. ... ... 1.00
I. Fisher, Bronx, N. Y. .. 1.00
Joseph Kosowsky, Omaha, Nebr. ... 1.00
Louis Levin, Uniontown, Pa. ... ... 1.00
Sam Rosen, Stanhope, N. J. ... 2.00
H. Linder, Dayton, Ohio ... 2.00
Hymen Pecker, Pittsburgh, Pa. ... 1.00
L. Miller, Watts, Calif. ... 1.00
Benj. Kramer, Trenton, N. J. ... 5.00
Nathan Kramer, Trenton, N. J. ... ... 10.00
Max Schwartz, Denver, Colo. ..o 2.00
Mrs. M. Goldsmith & L. Prisant, Albany, Ga. 200
Hyman Dubowsky, San Diego, Calif. ... 3.00
H. Gerson & William Koch, Pittsburgh, Pa. ... 5.00
1. L. Zeff, Paulsboro, N. J. .. .l 5.00
Max Karp, Glenside, Pa. ....................... 1.00
Miss Lizzie Markow, Kinston, N. C. ..._.......... 1.00
L. Guriev, New Orleans, La. ... 1.00

D. Hoopes, S. S., S. P. of Penna, Norristown, Pa. 4.40
Leo M. Harkins, Sec. Philadelphia Pa. ........._.. 12.25

Benj. Flovitz, La Porte, Ind. ... 2.00
Nathan Weinberg, Keldron, S. D. ........ e 300
Max Schlossman, Chicago, 1Ml _................... 1.00
B. M. Leyine, Chicago, IN. ... 2.00
National Garment Co, Chicago, Ill. _.............. 5.00
Rose Gilman, Maynard, Mass. ......._........_..... 1.00
Pauline Gilinan, Maynard, Mass. ...........cc....... 2.00
Ida Baum, Luling, Texas .............................. 1.00
Morris Teverofsky, New Haven, Gonn. _......._... 1.00
Hyman Winik, Washington, D. C. _._..._............. 1.00
D. Drotner, Brooklyn, N. Y. . oiiiiiiiiieeaee 1.00
M. Redebaum, Dagsgett, Mich. ... 1.00
Unknown, Chicago, . o iiiaeaeee 1.00
Rubin Heifetz, New York City ..................... 10.00
L. Rubinfire, Los Angeles, €alif. ... ... 2.00
Joe Margolin & A. Gadie, Los Angeles, Calif. 2.00
J. Mencoff, Puente, Calif. . ... . ... . 1.00
J. T. Knight, F. Hamblin & J. M. Todd,

Eugene, Okla. ... 3.00
T. J. Lee, South Pasadena, Calif. ..........._... 1.00
Wm. Unikel, Salt Lake City, Utah .............. 2.00
J. Neiborn Cleveland, Ohio ... 5.00
M. Hirsch, Windsor, Vt. ... oo, 2.00
H. Helman, Colton, Calif. ... ... 1.00
A. Cohen, Alameda, Calif. ... ... .. ... 1.00
L. Meisel San Francisco, Calif. ... 1.00
M. Zuckerman, New York City ... ... 5.00
N. Sirkin & Chas. Sirkin, M. D. Jersey City ....  4.00
Myer Bipson, New Bedford, Mass. .................... 1.00
S. Steinberg, Pittsburgh,. Pa. ... ... 2.00
M. Davidow, Wilkinsburg, Pa. __........__._._ ... 1.00
B. Cnait, Pittsburgh, Pa. ... 5.00
I. Baron, New Haven, Conn. ... 1.00
Max Sack, Lynn, Mass. ... ... 1.00
J .Jacobson, Racine, Wis. ... 1.00
Ralph Glass, Hebron, Conn. .......................... 2.00
J. Dangler, San Diego, Calif. ... ... 1.00
G. Goldman, Hartford, Conn. ........................ 1.00
H. White, Hollywood, Calif. ... 1.00
M. Firstenberg, Jersey City, N. J. ... 1.00
Louis Pross, Miami, Ariz. ..o 3.00
Josephine Resh, St. Paul, Minn. ... 1.00
Ben. Palsky, Fostoria, Ohio .......................... 1.00
S. Bozanovics, Chicago, Il ... ... 3.50
Jacob Lefkowitz, Richmond, Va. ... 2.00
Michael Yancovitch, Bronx, N. Y. ... .. 1.00
B. Abel, Providence, R. 1. ... ... .
S. Silberman, Canton, Ohio .
I. Nelson, Charlotte, N. C. .
Louis Coplan, Baltimore, Md. ... .
S. M. Werner, New Castle, Pa. __..___.__....____. . 1.00
Mrs. L. Kaufman, St. Paul, Minn. ... 1.00
Henry Wolfson, Springfield, Il ... 2.00
Ole Arilson,” Mt. Pleasant, Utah ... .. 2.00
Ph. Warlin, Stelton, N. J. ......... e 2.00
B. Miller, Kingston, N. Y. ... 1.00
Mrs. B. Wiener, Tacoma, Wash, .._............_. 5.00
S. Trapkin, Little Falls, N. J. ... 6.00
Jacob Olman, Los Angeles, Calif. ... 1.00
A. Cohen, Providence, R. 1. . . 2.00
Boris Gotnick, Newport, R..1. ................. 3.00
J. Plantowsky, Galveston, Texas ......_.............. 1.00
M. Arons, North Branch, N. J. ... 1.00
H. Zender, Chicago, Ill. ... . ... ... 1.00
D. Sosnow, Bethlehem, Pa. . ... 3.00
Abraham Rome, Allston, Mass. ... 2.00
J. Leonard, Peekskill, N. Y. ... ... 3.00
Phillip Bernstein, Santa Ana, Calif ._................ 2.00
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David Gordon, Hackensack, N. J. ...
I. Davidson, Bangor, Mame ...
B. Bovinsky, Princeton, W. Va. ...
M. Wagman, Detroit, Mich.
H. Perzekow, Newport News, Va. ...
H. Goldberg, Columbus, Ohio ___.......................
Unknown, Nashville, Tenn
Max Dorn, Seattle, Wash. _____ . ...
S. Sherman, Racine, Wis. .
I. Jacobs, Kansas City, Mo. ...
L. Weitzman, Johnstown, Pa.
S. S. Cohen, New Haven, Coon. ...
Rev. J. Gonseiow, St. Louis, Mo. ___.................
A. Weinshtein, Covington, Ky. ...
I. Laichtman, Kansas Caty, No. ...
J. Wagner, Kansas City, Mo. ...
H. Steinberg, St. Louis, Mo. ____________..._______.
W. Levinson, Waterbury, Conn. ...
Minnie Devere, Chicago, Il
A. Goldweber, Pine Bluff Ark. ...
L. Vall, Rockaway Beach, LL I, N. Y. ...
S. & Clara Popovsky, Rosenhayn, N. J. ...
I. Rotstein, Pittsburgh, Pa.
M. Kirichovsky; Hartford, Conn. ...
Herman Irving, Hallsville, Conn. ...
Louis Greenstein, New Bedford, Mass. ...........
Joseph Anderegg, Merced. Calf. .. ... ..
F. Passovoy, Chicago, I ____ ... ...
Daniel W. Hoan, Milwaukee, Wis., profits
 Detroit and Cleveland Meetings ...
Philip Nygood, Mamaroneck, N. Y. ...
N. Schulkind, Brooklyn, N. Y. ...
W. Berger, Jamestown, N. Y. ...
M. Dagan, Ardmore, Pa. _ ...
Herman L. Cohen, Parsons, Kansas ...
A. Rosen, Los Angeles, Calif. ...
B. Appelbaum, Rahway, N. J. ... -
Mrs. R. Bubes, Victoria, B. C. ...
Jacob Eger, Carnegie, Pa. ...
Ray Kort, Kansas City, Mo. _______....._..............
Sam Zeff, Rosedale, Kansas ...
Harry Berkowitz, Kansas City, Mo. _............._.
L. Levitz, Kansas City, Mo. ...
J. Braunstein, Fresno, Calif. . ...
Joseph Schindler, Pitcairn, Pa. ...
Frank Lipar, Miners Mils, Pa. ...
A. M. Hunter, Antimony, Utah,
Arthur Aiso N. S. Finnish Branch, Chicago, Il
Blas Seme, Jugoslav Branch 22, Chisholm, Minn.
J. B. Ardito, West Hoboken, N. J. ...
Thos. Bruno New York Caty _ .. ...
J. Razansky, Madison, Wis. ...
Ida Dubner, Coney Island, N. Y. ...
H. Goldberg, Charleston, S. C. ...
Sam Gerstler, Brooklyn, N. Y. ...
J. M. Wilson, Somerville, Mass. _._
M. Rosembaum, Buffalo, N. Y. _______ -
G. Markenson, St. Louis, Mo. ... ................
B. N. Shapiro, Oswego, N. Y. .
M. Powsner, New Haven, Conn.
Joseph Sayewich, New York, N. Y. ...
A. Courval, Brooklyn, N. Y. ...
Ch. Yarmulewsky, Brooklyn. N. Y. ...
David Hyman, English Br. Bayoane, N. J. ........
Mrs. Minnie Lusk, Myrtle Point; Oregon __......._..

M. Lewis, Green Bay, Wis. ___ ...
Nicholas Brod, Chicago, IlL
A. Getelen, Dunkirk, N. Y.

1.00
1.00
1.00
8.00
2,00
1.00
1.00
5.00
1.50
1.00
3.00
5.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
2.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
2.00
2.00

8.00
1.00
1.00

10.00
5.00
20.00
2.00

Nathan Medow, South Bend, Ind. _................... 2.00
Walter E. Davis, Whiteyville, Conn. _............... 3.40
Nathan Horivitz Shelton, Conn. ........ooeeeeeioeeee... 2.00
D. Ranger, W. C. Br. N. 187, Kenosha, Wis. 5.00
Lena Fearer, Exeter, N. H. ... ... 2.00
P. Bronstein Gary, Ind. ... . 1.00
Ed. Cutteel, Paterson, N. J. ..ot 1.00
J. Schlachter, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. ... 2.00
Jacob Bogarsky, Hunter, N. Y. ... 1.00
H. Friedman, Port Jervis, N. Y. ..o, 1.00
Joel Zingisser, Mamaroneck, N. Y. ... 1.00
Moritz Leopold, Milwaukee, Wis. ... - 1.00
A. Zut, Suffern, N. Y. ... 1.00
Sam Lieberman, Hudson, N. Y. ... 1.00
Sol Kissin, Buffalo, N. Y. ... 1.00
Adolph Schlomink, New York, N. Y. ............. 1.00
S. Chozanow, Oklahoma City, Okla. __......_....... 1.00
H. Gordon, San Francisco, Calif. .................. 3.00
Unknown, Pitisburgh, Pa. ... 1.00
E. Wolarsky, Kansas City, Mo. ...............ccc..... 1.00
Albert Chalevski, Brooklyn, N. Y. ... 1.00
Wm. A. Goynes, Milwaukee, Wis. ... 1.00
John Polakowski, 14th Ward, Milwaukee, Wis, 11.80
Mary Donavan, Central Branch, Boston, Mass. 25.00
Unknown, Ilinois ... ... .00
Nathan Napear, Yonkers N. Y. ... oirreeieeees 1.00
M. Winokur, Azusa, Calif. ... 1.00
M. Proskurowsky, Newark, N. J. ... 1.00
L. Kretchman, Newark, N. J. ... ... 1.00
W. Feld, Rochester, N. Y. i 2.00
I Wolf, Flushing L. I. N. Y. . 1.00
Samuel Wallach, Utica, N Y. ... ... 200
Max Berman, New York, N. Y. ... ,2.00
Empire Waste Material Co. Poughkeepsie, N Y. 1.00
Sam Gobst, Bronx, N. Y. ..t 1.00
Max Nadler, Newark, N. J. oo, 1.00
J. Proglin, Los Angeles, Calif. ... ... 2.00
A_ M. Greenspan, Los Angeles, Calif. ...__..___..... 1.00
A. Markow, Tottenville, S. I, N. Y ... 1.00
Mrs. G J. Indra, Milwaukee, Wis. ... 4.00
John Spengler, W. S. & D. B. Brooklyn, N. Y. 5.00
F A. Manter, Anson, Matne ... 5.00
E. E. Aldrich, Brattleboro, Vt., .....ocooooiien.. 2.00
H. Pessin, Oelwein, Jowa ... 1.00
A. Epstein, Memphis, Tenn. ... ... 1.00
Morris Kaplan, Lowell, Mass. ... ... 2.00
John Murvich, Jugo Slav Branch No. 10. Forest

City, Pa. e 0.00

W. N. Reivo, Finnish Federation, Fitchburg, Mass....29.00
Louis Obermann, Sec. W. S. & D. B. No. 253,

McKeesport, Pa. _....oooooimiieeee 3.50
Nathan Pivovar, Cleveland, Ohio ... 100
M. J. Myerson, Boston, Mass. ._.....ocoooeeieeeceee. 3.00
A. Gruss, Great Barrington, Mass. _____............. 3.00
M. Dessoff, Washington, D. C. ... 1.00
E. Goodwin, Dowagiac, Mich. ...................... 1.00
L. Breskin, Michigan City, Indiana ...........__...... 1.00
Paul Richmond, Btighton, Mass. ......ccccccooe. 1.00
S. Rapoport, Allentown, Pa. ... 3.00
Samuel Shapiro, Nashville, Tenn. ... 1.00
Solomon Greenberg, Bronx, N. Y. ... 2.00
Leon Ramis, Chicago, Ill. ... 10.00
Joe Peterman, Monroe, Mich ... 1.00
Charles Solomon, Charleston S. C. ... 1.00
Jos. Glickman, Chicago, Ill. ... 1.00

$322.95
Total e $5024.09

(Report completed in next issue).



SOCIALIST WORLD

Official Business

MINUTES OF THE NATIONAL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING

Hote! Hamilton, Washington, D. C.,
December 13, 1924.
Meeting called to order at 10 o’clock.
Present: Morris Hillquit, New York;
James H. Maurer, Pennsylvania; Leo
M. Harkins, New Jersey; John M. Col-
lins, Illinois; George E. Roewer, Jr.,
Massachusetts; Joseph W. Sharts, Ohio;
Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin;
Hale White, Executive Secretary.
Maurer elected Chairman.

The following Agenda was submitted :

by the Executive Secretary:

National Office Report—Finance and
Management.

Review of the National Campaign.

Campaign Financial Report.

National Convention.

Literature.

Language Federations.

Party Press.

Young People’s Socialist League.

Communications.

Reading of Executive Report.

Motion by Hillquit: That the Ex-
ecutive Secreiary make a personal tour
with the object of increasing the number
of pledges to the Sustaining Fund. Car-
ried.

Motion by Roewer: That the pro-
posed bodget in Secretary’s report be ac-
cepted as a basis of operation for the
National Office. Carried.

Reports submitted from the following
federations: Bohemian, Finnish, Italian,
Jewish and Jugo-Slav. Received.

Discussion of steps necessary to protect
the Socialist Party’s interest in the estate
of John H. Blain, recently deceased.

Motion by Collins: That the Ex-
ecutive Secretary is authorized to retain
counsel and look after the matter. Carried.

Review and financial report of cam-
paign read.

Action deferred until afternoon session. §

Adjourned to meet at 2:30.

AFTERNOON SESSION
December 13, 1924
All members present.

National Chairman Eugene V. Debs

presiding.

Comrade Debs asked the authorization ¢

of the committee to undertake personally
to raise a fund sufficient to pay off all
indebtedness upon the National Office.
Motion by Hillquit:
Debs be authorized and requested to raise
a fund to cover the debt and more if pos-
sible, and that special efforts be made
to extend the Sustaining Fund. Carried.

2 S

Bertha

tion, the National

s held in Chicago on

. 1925.

s Propositions for

¢ the National Con-

That Comrade :

?

NOTICE é

TO PARTY
MEMBERS

8

Under Article VI,
Section 11, of the
National Constitu-

Executive C o m-
for-
mulate the agenda
for the National
Convention to be

mittee will

February 21,

consideration o f

B e A e e e e A A 8 alara ala a2

vention must §
? reach the National E
Office not later ¢

than February 1,
1925.

As a preliminary step, members of the
committee cancelled old loans and other
obligations of the National Offjce to
the amount of $1,139.00.

Discussion of convention called by the
Conference for Progressive Political Ac-
tion to convene in Chicago on February
21, 1925.

Motion by Hillguit: That the Na-
tional Executive Committee be represent-
ed and the State Committees urged to be
represented at the National Convention
of the Conference for Progressive Politi-
cal Action in Chicago, on February 21,
1925.

Motion by Hillquit: That a special
convention of the party be called to meet
in Chicago on February 21, 1925. Car-
ried. Berger voting No.

Motion by Hillquit: That the Na-
tional Executive Committee meet in Chi-
cago at 10:00 A. M., February 20,
1925. Carried.

Delegates of the National Socialist
Party to the C. P. P. A. convention on
February 21st:—Nominations:

Eugene V. Debs
Morris Hillquit
Bertha Hale White.

Motion by Berger: That the Secretary
be instructed to cast one ballot for the
three names. Carried unanimously.

Communications:

From Herbert M. Merrll, reporting
action by State Executive Committee of
New York, urging that the party conven-
tion to be held in connection with the con-
vention of the C. P. P. A. be called in
accordance with constitutional provisions.
Disposed of by previous action.

From-German Branch in Detroit, ref-
erence appointment of State and L.ocal
officers. Received.

From Charles Robson, Secretary of
Local Detroit, suggesting discontinuance
of Socialist World and issuance of a party
bulletin. The Secretary was instructed
to inform Local Detroit that the plan of-
fered would prove more expensive and a
less satisfactory medium of communica-
tion than a regular monthly publication
such as the Socialist World.

From Ida C. Pilatowsky. organizer
5th Assembly District, Kings County, N.
Y.. under instructions of the branch, sug-
gesting that the National Office issue
another series of Short Message leaflets.

Motion by Collins: That the Secretary
by autherized to issue a new edition of
the Short Message leaflets, in her dis-
cretion. Carried.

From Emil Herman, reporting deficit
on Washington campaign work and re-

; questing an appropriation to cover it.

Motion by Collins: That the Secretary

? reply that the committee is not justified

in making appropriations for campaign
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deficits ‘under the present circumstances.
Carried.

From Ruby Herman, submitting manu-
script dealing with election abuses and
suggesting that the committee purchase
same from the author and authorize its
immediate publication by the National
Office.

Motion by Collins: That the Na-
tional Office is without funds available
for this purpose. Carried.

From James D. Graham, State Secre-
tary of Montana, suggesting the appoint-
ment of a committee to study the farmer NS
question and make recommendations to ¢
the next regular convention. Action re- 3
ferred for future action. §

From William E. Coleman, State Sec-
retary of Wisconsin, with suggestions for
strengthening the Socialist Party through gg

GE

£

SEEE

dresses

the Socialist press. Received.

From Luther MclIntyre and Mrs. Julia
Ward Pennington, suggesting plans for a %
permanent national headquarters. Re- +
ceived. 3

From W. R. Snow, State Secretary of %
Illinois, on formation of Labor Party. ;
Received.

Communications following

from the

State Secretaries on condition of the 2sscecscansrirasaarcas,e.

Wanted at the Na-
; tiomal Office: the

names and

and girls who are
% working their way
thru high-school.

? Important.

>
N
S
(Y
3
(Y
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Y
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movement and organization - possibilities
in their respective states: Emma Henry,
Indiana: O. A. Kennedy, Mountain States
District; James D. Graham, Montana;
C. H. Gammans, Idaho; Robert Lee-
mans, New Jersey; Wm. E. Coleman,
Wisconsin; C. A. Bushnell, Colorado;
W. R. Snow, Illinois; Wm. Catton,
Kentucky, James L. Smiley, Maryland;
Herbert M. Merrill, New York; Oscar
K. Edelman, Ohio; John F. Higgins,
W. Va.; Ross Magill, Kansas; Isabel
King, California.

Y.P. S L.
Motion by Harkins: That the Y. P.

S. L. matter, at the request of Roewer,
unable to remain until the close of the
session, be deferred to the next meeting.
Carried.

Motion by Collins: That Comrade
Hillguit be appointed representative of
the National Executive Committee at the
National Convention of the Y. P. S. L.
to be held in New York City on January
Ist. Carried.

Adjourned to meet
February 20, 1925. -
Bertha Hale W hite,

Secretary.
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ANGELO CREO

by
THERESA MALKIEL
In Memory of

. Angelo Creo who died in a New York Hospital
Thursday, Nov. 27th, 1924, was one of the many
martyrs who fell victims to the war hysteria and
its consequent persecution.

* A member of the Socialist Party in local Albany
he with three other comrades of the same local
spent almost two years in jail. Sent there for the
distribution of a leaflet calling for peace on earth,
good will to men.

His care and protection of the older comrades
in jail with him made Creo beloved to all those
who knew of his devotion and many sacrifices made
in order to lighten the burden of the others.

Released from the penitentiary Angelo felt a desire
to learn more of the class struggle theoretically in
order to serve his class the better actually.

He was the most zealous student in the full time
class in the Rand School which he joined upon
his armval in New York. Every free minute of his
time he gave to the New York Call, doing field
work among the trade unions.

As a member of the Barbers” Union he served the
organization faithfully in time of peace and threw

himself enthusiastically into the work during the last
strike. His wonderful work won his recognition
and, though a new comer in New York, he was
unanimously chosen organizer of his local. At this
post he worked day and night until carried to the
hospital. He waited too long, medical aid could no
longer save—he died two days later.

In him the Labor and Socialist movement beheld
an idealist of bygone days, a devotee of the type
of Ben Hanford, a gentle, loving comrade like our
own Gene, a bitter enemy of capitalism and 1ts con-
sequent ills, determined not to stop or stoop before
any obstacle ,in his quest of human redemption.
Since his type 1s becoming extinct in our midst, his
loss i1s the greater. Let us then bear in mind that
out there—in Cedar Grove Cemetery, Long Island,
in a modest grave lies buried a powerful soul. He
died that humanity may live—his work and devotion

. should serve as a beacon of light—an example to

all the comrades he left behind.

A SPECIAL REQUEST:
copy of the Socialist National Campaign Book for

If you have a

1912 and can spare it at once for the use of the
National Office, it would be accepted with the sin-
cerest gratitude. Please give this your attention—

won't you?
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SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNMENTAL
POWER IN SWEDEN

By Richard Lindstrom, Stockholm

It was in 1917 that Swedish Social Democracy
for the first time partook in the responsibility of
government, when after a great victory at the polls
of the Left, of which the Social Democrats formed
the largest contingent, four of our adherents entered
as members of a ministry, the majority of which was
Liberal. This Liberal-Socialistic Government car-
ried through universal suffrage as also the eight hour
working day. The Ministry of 1917, however,
split on an important question of taxation in 1920.
The Social Democrats in the Government advocated
a communal system of taxation, equalizing the bur-
den of the taxes, and laying them on those most
capable of bearing them. Since the Liberals would
not agree to this principle re the distribution of
taxation, the Liberal-Socialistic Government went
out in March 1920, and was succeeded by the first
purely socialistic ministry in Sweden under Hjalmar
Branting. Thus this was the first Socialist Ministry
in Europe that had resulted from a peaceful par-
liamentary struggle. Branting’s first cabinet succeed-
ed in steering the question of communal taxation
in the direction of a correct solution. The Govern-
ment gained enormously in importance owing to ar-
ranging official investigations on a large scale anent
industrial problems of the democracy and those of
socialization. By these means a socialistic policy
was developed. This Labour Government also
proved that though mostly composed of men from
the rank and file of the working classes, it yet was
capable of mastering in an eminent degree all the
delicate intricacies of administration. It plainly
proved that the Swedish working classes can manage
the government of their own land and are capable
of building the Swedish nation.

The elections of the autumn of 1920 were un-
favorable to the Social Democrats. The party lost
11 seats in the Second Chamber, which sank from
86 to 75. The government in office that had. pre-
viously been one without a majority, deemed the
support it could command in the Diet insufficient
and therefore resigned. It was succeeded by an
unpolitical government of office-bearers, na unnatu-
ral consequence of the political situation that gave
no party ‘a majority in the Diet.

In 1921, when electing members of the Second
Chamber subsequent to the dissolution of the cham-
ber in situ, universal suffrage held sway for the first
time in Sweden. The Social Democrats gained a
brilliant victory, returning 99 candidates. The Com-
munists gained seven seats so that the collective

strength of Labour in the Second Chamber was

106 out of a total amounting to 230. Therefore but
a short stage to a decided majority. . Simultaneously
in the First Chamber 52 Social Democrats had
seats and there was one Communist, the total num-
ber of members being 150.

The position of the Social Democrats as the most
important party in our country was still further ac-
centuated by these elections. Alone it could form
ro majority in the Chamber, the tongue of the
balance being in the hands of the Liberals in both
Chambers, they holding 38 seats in the First Cham-
ber and 41 in the Second. The Left majority was
thus patent. In such a state of things the resignation
of the placement and the substitution of a Left
Government was a natural consequence. The Social
Democrats formed the largest party of the Left,
and therefore expectations naturally turned in their
direction. Nor did the party hesitate. There were
so many important questions unsolved concerning
the labouring classes and the lower middle-class
for which the Liberals might be deemed to feel in-
terest that it was plainly a duty for the Democrats
to take office. In order to develop and safeguard
the newly won democracy and its social-political
conquests, it was highly important that for the
second time the Social Democrats should take up
the burden of a government without a majority.
Hjalmar Branting’s second ministry was formed in
October 1921.

A severe economical crisis at this period oppress-
ed the kingdom of Sweden. Close upon 200,000
workmen were unemployed, an enormous number
in a country so thinly populated as ours. The first
care of the government was to attempt to protect
these unemployed from bitter distress. It succeeded
in obtaining from the Diet of 1922 a grant of
102,000,000 Swedish Crowns, to be used for re-
lief works and direct support. In this manner want
in its worst form could be kept at bay, on the whole
from the homes of the workmen.

Simultaneously it was necessary to see that the
budget balanced, that the value of our coinage was
kept up and improved. and that economic recon-
valescence was encouraged by wise intervention. The
Social Democratic Minister of Finance, F. V.
T horsson — originally a shoemaker — solved the
problems of his post so well, and managed the
finances of the State in such a manner that both by
friends and opponents he was dubbed “the great
economist of the kingdom.” The finances of the
State were rendered normal in a firm and wise
manner, the Swedish “crown” soon recovered its
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gold value, which in due time resulted in payment
in gold becoming the key-stone of the work of rein-
stating the gold standard. The entire economic
curative process continued in spite of serious difficul-
ties and much sacrifice. That among the European
countries Sweden, at the present day, holds such an
advantageous position concerning her economical
situation, is to an essential degree owing to the social
democratic policy.

In the depressing economical situation that it be-
came necessary to surmount, both as regards the en-
tire domestic economy of the kingdom and chiefly
in the interests of the working classes, there were,
of course, on the whole no other social political
measures that were possible, or advisable, except the
relief of the unemployed. As this period was
marked by huge conflicts in the labour market, the
fact that the Social Democrats were possessed of the
administrative power in the community played no
slight role to the advantage of the work-people for
the moment suffering such hard economical straits.

From these labour conflicts there arose conditions
that were politically troublesome to the Government.
The bourgeoisie and middle-class parties whose wil-
lingness to vote grants for the relief of the unemploy-
ed had been remarkable and done them all honour,
now declared that no relief should be paid to work-
men members of a Trade Union that openly sup-
ported a conflict, whether this struggle was caused
by lock-out or strike, or if the unemployed for some
length of time previous to the outbreak of the strife
had been out of work. The principle of the com-
munity remaining neutral in labour contests would,
according to the opinion held by the bourgeoisie,
be violated by any other method of procedure. The
Social Democrats who, naturally, not for one mo-
ment thought of employing the money granted by the
community in support of labour conflicts, could
however not agree to the plainly incorrect principle
to which the bourgeoisie adhered, as then every as-
sistance would be denied to a number of people
who, owing to the fact of their having been thrown
out of work for lack of employment some time be-
fore, were in no wise answerable for the conflicts
raging. The bourgeoisie, however, succeeded in
making their opinion paramount and, as a conse-
quence, the Social Democratic Government resigned.

IL

The government now fell to the lot of the most
numerous party of the Bourgeoisie, the Right.
Largely owing to the conduct of the Liberals there
now arose the curious situation that the Swedish
nation that at the recent elections absolutely trended
to the Left, was now to be ruled by a Right Govern-
ment in the minority. Under Trygger's leadership

this ministry took office in April 1923. The chief
point in its programme was the question of settling
the military defence, which for some lengthy period
had been investigated by a parliamentary committee
appointed by the liberal-socialistic government of

1919.

Trygger's government had its proposal anent the
defense of the kingdom before the Diet of 1924,
and proposed certain retrenchments compared to the
existing state of things, but is was far from being- so
favourbale to partial disarmament as the majority
of the Swedes demand. The Social Democrat now
advanced a far more radical measure which would
at once do away with half the army, reduce the
period of practice for the infantry to 140 days
(the Government had proposed -95-225) and bring
the ordinary budget for the Defense down from 140
to a normal 85 millions. With due regard to the
geographical position of Sweden, the Social Demo-
crats proposed keeping the Navy at approximately
the same standard, and the further development
of aviation. There was no question of complete
disarmament, but of a radical reduction to the ut-
most limit necessary with due regard to the position
of Sweden and her international obligation.

In the Second Chamber the social democratic
proposal gained the day, whereas the First Chamber
came to a decision approaching that of the govern-
ment. As no coadjustment appeared possible be-
tween these two stand-points the result was plus
minus nought, and no positive decision could be
made. The entire question was postponed. For
Trygger's government this issue was certain defeat.
The parliamentary consequence should have been
either a dissolution of the Diet, or the resignation
of the Ministry. Mr. Trygger chose neither ex-
pedient. He may possibly be defended as regards
this action owing to a peculiar stipulation in the
Swedish Statutes. The Second Chamber is auto-
matically re-elected every fourth year. It may be
dissolved, but when the ordinary election term comes
round, elections again take place, even if the dis-
solution of the Chamber has recntly occurred. The
year 1924 was an ordinary election term. Had the
Chamber been dissolved at the end of May, two
elections would have take place with a very short in-
terval between them. A special Diet would there-
fore have been summoned for the solution of the
question of defence, after which this Second Cham-
ber would be dissolved. Such a decision would only
by a few months precede that of the Diet formed as
a consequence of the general election. Considering
all this there were certain reasons for Mr. Tryg-
ger's ministry awaiting the issue of the ordinary
elections.

(Concluded in January issue)
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THE CORDITIORS OF A REV/ PARTY

By Norman Thomas

We believe that an effective new political party
is possible. It is certainly immensely desirable. A
new party will not be created unless men desire it.
Nevertheless, it cannot be born merely out of desire.
The “hope which creates out of its own wreck the
thing it contemplates” is magnificent but not al-
ways fruitful. We must face facts. Now those
facts are by no means discouraging. Four and a
half million votes in these United States for La
Follette, one hundred thousand of them in the solid
South, mean something. Here is no wreck of
hopes. Whatever may be the position of the A. F.
of L. or of the national farmers’ organizations, a
new party is bound to be formed. The question is:
shall that new party be formed with the individual
citizen as the primary unit or as a labor party con-
trolled primarily by organized farmers and workers?
Some light may be shed on this question by a con-
sideration of the essential conditions for an effective
party.

The two most essential questions have to do with
the philosophy of the movement and with its eco-
nomic basis. Without both a philosophy and an
economic basis a new party will hardly be worth
the forming.

No party in the United States can make headway
on the basis of advocacy of a miscellaneous lot of
reforms however desirable those reforms may be in
themselves. The Republican Party lived after
1856 because with reference to slavery it had a
program which was fundamental, a philosophy of
the ngid. restriction of slavery to the slave states,
which the South was quite right in thinking would
be fatal to slavery. The Progressive Party in 1912
had no such paramount issue, nor any really fun-
damental philosophy. It was therefore easy to
make it the football of personal ambition and polit-
ical intrigue. One or other of the old parties has
always made enough concession in response to
popular demand for a specific reform to pull away
voters who are not educated to see specific reform
as part of a greater philosophy.

The old parties today have a common philosophy.
It is a deification of nationalism and a blind faith in
the sanctity of private property, and the supremacy
of the profit motive. A new party to be virile must
oppose to this a philosophy of humanity above prop-
erty and of production for use rather than profit.
Such a philosophy was mmplied in the progressive
platform of 1924, but its specific planks were not
during the campaign adequately presented as part

of one whole, but as more or less isolated issues. A
new party may be somewhat slow in making its
philosophy as complete and articulate as Socialists
and other radicals desire, but unless it has some big
organizing principle, some' conception to fire the
imagination and co-ordinate particular demands,
Socialists and radicals will do well to keep clear of
it. It will not endure. It may hinder rather than
advance the formation of the party we desire.

Moreover, -a new party to be effective must be
based in the economic interests of the workers by hand
and brain, in farms and industries, as against private
monopolists, absentee owners, wasters, and super-
fluous middleman. It is simple nonsense to say that
the interests of these groups are the same. Profit
takers and workers, monopolists of natural resources
and consumers, do not have identical interests. On
the whole the old parties represent business and
business interests. The last election proved it. As
between big and little business there is no rational
basis for forming a new party. Little business is
often more wasteful than big business. It is often
more opposed to industrial democracy. On the
other hand, farmers and workers do have interests
wholly opposed to the private monopolization of
natural resources and to our present industrial autoc-
racy. If a new party is based avowedly on their
interests and controlled primarily by their economic
organizations it will represent something real. It
will have organization to oppose to the well-built
machines -of the old parties. It will be less easy to
manipulate it for personal advantage or to bribe its
members away by the offer of some little refoim.
Such a party, as the British Labor Party shows,
may start with an undeveloped political and econom-
ic philosophy and inevitably move towards a con-
structive, radical program.

There will be a strong temptation for progressives
impatient for immediate results to form a party along
individualistic reformist lines. That party will fail.
A labor party must not be exclusive. It must give
room to the individual of every class who accepts
its program. Experience shows that individuals may
honestly prefer the common good to class interest.
But the party-for which we are working must be in
the fullest and richest sense a labor party or it will
scarcely be worth the founding. We are confident
that even now there are labor unions and farmers’
organizations—not necessarily national organiza-
tions—which are ready for effective political action.
If this is not the case the Socialist Party better con-
tinue on its own lines, and progressives, who are
afraid of the word *“socialism™ betier continue such
work as they can find to do until the day of a new
party dawns. The day of that dawning is close
at hand.
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Call for a Special National Convention
December 16, 1924.

To All State Secreiaries of the Socialist Party

Dear Comrades:

Under Article VI, Section | and 2, of the Na-
tional Constitution, the National Executive Com-
mittee of the Socialist Party calls a special conven-
tion to be held in Chicago, Illinois, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21, 1925.

Your attention is called to the following pro-
visions from Article VI of the National Constitu-
tion:

“Section 3: The representation at each Na-
tional Convention other than provided for in Sec-
tion 4, ¢hall be the State Secretary of each state,
one -delegate from each organized state having a
membership of 1,000 or less, and one additional
delegate for every additional thousand members, or
a major fraction thereof, based upon the sale of dues
stamps during the year preceding the National
Convention.

“Section 4: Paragraph 3: Delegates to the
National Convention must be resident members of
the state from which they present credentials, and
must be members of the Socialist Party for at least
three years.

“Section 6: Delegates to the National Con-
vention shall be elected bv referendum vote of the
members.”

Under Section 3 your state is entitled to——
delegates, including yourself as State Secretary.

A survey of the financial situation of the National
organization made 1t clear to the National Execu-
tive Committee that the National Office could not
undertake to finance another convention so soon
after the one held in July. To make such an attempt
would necessitate a general call for a convention
fund. Under the circumstances, it appears wiser to
leave the field clear to the state organizations, and
no doubt you will find little difficulty in raising an
adequate fund, particularly if no financial appeals
are sent to the general membership by -the National

Office.

The purpose of our special convention is to con-
sider the course to be followed by the Socialist Party
in whatever plans may be considered by the na-
tional convention of the Conference for Progressive
Political Action and submitted for acceptance or
rejection by its affiliated organizations.

The convention of the Conference for Progressive
Political Action will be held at the same time and
place, Chicago, February 21, 1925. Each State
Committee of an affiliated political party is entitled
to two delegates. You will, of course, receive a
formal official call from the Conference officers at
Washington. It is earnestly desired that all state
organizations of the Socialist Party be fully rep-
resented at the Conference convention.

We have sent an up-to-date list of all state or-
ganizations to the secretary of the Conference, and
should you fail to receive blank credentials after the
formal call has been issued, kindly notify this office.

You will be advised of arrangements for both
conventions as they are made.

Fraternally submutted,

Bertha Hale W hite,
Executive Secretary.

CLEAR THE DECKS
(Continued from page 8)

cent intentions, and is glorified with the affections
of a profound and wide fraternalism. Let us go on,
scorning the world’s temptations to freeze up in the
petty little littleness of selfishness. The stars belong
to those who can enjoy them. QOur movement is
hitched to the star of freedom for the workers. Life
is good. Come on!
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