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“President at Camp, Finds Fish Bit-
ing.” This is a front page New York
Times headline. This is at the Rapidan
where Hoover once before thought he
caught a big fish biting—in his talks
with MacDonald. But at the London
Conference these British and American
anglers have been dishing out some of
these Rapidan fish. ‘And what a miser-
able mess this “disarmament” conference
has proven to be! Really, only the poor-
est Liberal and “Socialist” fish' ever be-
lieved the imperialist fishermen fo. be
seriously angling for peace. The whole
conference has turned out to be such ‘a
hopeless tangle, that many capitalist
statesmen are now sorry that it was ever
called. Regardless of what “brilliant”
diplomatic strokes may be played before

the Conference goes into history, it has’

already dragged along too much to be a
real success. When King George and
“Comrade” MacDonald opened the Con-
ference, the imperialist delegates acted
like a bevy of doves. Within a week,
the delegates began to behave like a
flock of carrion crows. And now many
millions of workers can see these “peace”
delegates as they really are—imperialist
vultures.
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Bigger and better bluff seems to be
what the Pravda is after—we are sorry
to say. The entire policy is based on a
flat rejection of the great value placed
by Lenin on “the precisely established
obJectlve facts.” Thus, the world is be-
mg told that the American working class
is becoming “rapidly revolutionized.”
We are “promised” that May Day will
be celebrated in the United States by
“mass political strikes.” This time, we
are forced to be more accurate. than
polite and to call a spade—a spade. .This
line of talk is just plain bunk. W e heard
the same promises for March 6 -when
the much-heralded “general strike” was
a miserable fiasco. Why spoil the splen-
did chances for Communist leadership
of mass struggles with such poppycock?
Oh, yes! Perhaps the present Party
“leadership” has cabled across “exact”
information about the
mass political strike” in Greely County
(population 11,375), Kansas where four
census takers have gone on strike against
the Government for higher wages! But
even Comrade Stalin should know that
there is a limit to “excessess’ and “dlZZl-
ness.” We hope SO.. :
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Tears were shed. for Lord Balfour at
the Council of the World Zionist Organ-
jzation in London. Especially loud wail-
ing came from several British Million-
aire-delegates at the death of the author
of the “Magna-Charta” of Zionism. This
is nothing to wonder at. The mnotorious
Balfour Declaration, by which the Zion-
ists swear, very properly begins with
“My dear Lord Rothschild.” And there
could be no more fitting godfather to so
reactionary a movement-as Zionism than
Lord Balfour. It was “The Late Great
Balfour” who as Queen Victoria’s Chief
Secretary for Ireland ruthlessly slaugh-

(continued on page 2).

“revolutionary,.
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THE SAN ANTONIO UNEMPLOYMENT DEMONSTRATION

15,000 Demonstrate m S. Antonio

Nearly fifteen thousand workers, including
thousands of Mexicans, participated in the
unemployment demonstration and parade
organized by the Mexican Labor Council of
San Antonio, Texas, under the leadership
of Jacob Shaffer, Magdaleno Rodriguez, S.
S. Shaffer, and C. P. LeFrank on Monday
morning, April 7. After marching thru the
scheduled route, thereby passing the Mexi-
can consulate, in spite of protests of Gov-
ernor Moody, the parade wound up before
the City Hall where a demonstration took
place for the demands of the unemployed.

Ten different demands were handed Mayor
Chambers by Magdaleno Rodriguez in a res-
olution adopted by the unemployment coun-
cil. These demands were: Unemployment

insurance; the abolition of child labor; the -

abolition of the speed-up system; the abo-
lition of overtime; a '40-hour, 5-day week;
food for the unemployed workers children
attending - school;
ployed workers; the abolition of the vagran-
cy laws against the unemployed workers; the
abolition of the vagrancy laws against the
unemployed workers; the abolition of con-
tracting the laborers and the demand that
laborers be hired by the day or week.

The first speaker at the demonstration
before City Hall was J. Shaffer, the repre-
sentative of the Communist Party (Majori-
ty Group). He declared that strong or-
ganization. was the only road to the solution
of the problems facing the unemployed work-
ers. He urged the formation of an, un-
-employed council ‘eiﬁbra'cmg all of the un-
employed workers -in’ San” Antonio. Rodri-

guez who followed him . called: attention to

the condition of the large numbers of Mexi-
can workers in. the Southwest:,

no’ ‘evictions of ‘unem--

The huge number of Mexican workers
who came out to demonstrate upon
the call of the Mexican Labor Council
frightened the business men and the authori-
ties of San Antonio. “I think they tiurned
Mexico loose in San Antonio”, one busi-
ness man is reported having declared. “Send
them back .to Mexico if they want jobs,”
was his solution. But the workers demon-
strated in their solidarity that this was not
the solution for them!

The huge demonstration in San Antonio
is especially important since San Antonio
is the leading center in the entire South-
west and even exercises considerable influ-
ence in "Mexico. '
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The San Antonio Mexican Labor Coun-

_cil, which organized the demonstration, was

established some time ago with the help and
initiative "of the Communist Party (Majority
Group) In the short time of its existence
it has already won the support of the de-
cisive elements among the Mexican work-
ers, and, as the demonstration showed, has
spread its influence over large masses  of
the Latin American workers in San An-
tonio and vicinity. This success has been
made possible by the policy of united front

and the broad mobilization of the masses

which 6ur comrades have taken up when
the Party dropped it. In the whole situa-
tion the official Party unit, which has almost
disappeared, was comipletely out of the pic-
ture and made no effort whatever to -do
any Communist work.. It actually boycotted
the demonstration. In San Antonio the
CP-Majority Group is the Party!

WORKERS AND FARMERS!

Hoover’s “permanent prosperity” has
exploded! Millions of unemployed are
tramping the streets and crowding the
bread lines.” Acute suffering prevails
among the workers of this country. In
a country bulging with weaith we see
the most terrible conditions of abject
poverty. Wages are being cut and part-
time employment established in most in-
dustries. Capitalist reaction is growing
more brutal every day. Strikes are be-
ing smashed in the most vicious manner.
The unemployed are being clubbed and
imprisoned everywhere.

American imperialism is spreading its
bloody rule over Latin America, over
the Philippines, in Asia, everywhere.
The growing rivalry between Great Bri-
tain and the USA for the hegemony of
the world is laying the basis for the out-
break of a world war of unheard of
proportions. The United States govern-
ment is taking the lead in preparing an
attack upon the Soviet Union. It is the
front ranks in the “holy alliance” of im-
perialists, the Pope, the bishops and the
rabbis in trying to incite the masses into
an attack upon the first workers govern-
ment in the world.

The reactionary labor bureaucrats, the
Socialist Party leaders, are working
overtime to serve the capitalists by hin-
dering miljtant revolutionary action on
the part of the masses.

The discontent of the masses is grow-
ing. - Signs of this are everywhere. In
the trade unions the rank and file are
beginning to give expression to their dis-
content. The unemployment demonstra-
tions show that the unemployed workers.
are ready to fight against unemploy—
ment and for immediate relief.

The unity of the working class forces.
is the best weapon against capitalism,
against Hoover’s schemes to crush the
workers, against the treacherous actions
of the reactionary officials of the A. F.
of L. and the treacherous leaders of the
Socialist Party.

‘To achieve this unity must be the flrst
task of the Communists. May Day, the
day of international solidarity of the
working class, must be a demonstration
for proletarian unity against the capital-
ists!

Workers of all races, of all nationali-
ties, Negro, white and yellow! May Day
ijs your holiday! Down your tools!
Leave the factories, mines and mills, by
the hundreds of thousands and together
with the millions of unemployed demon—
strate your solidarity as a class! Demon~
strate the might of your numbers and
your determination to fight to free your-
selves from unemployment, exploitation,
and’ imperialist wa¥!

Demonstrate your solidarity with the
workers of all countries! = Join with
them in the international revolutionary
struggle to wipe out capitalism with its
oppression, its brutality and bloodshed,
off the face of the earth!

(continued on page 2).

Hail International

fay Day!
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tered Irish workers fightingfor their

national independence from British im- -

perialism. That’s why he was “called in
Dublin “Base and Bloody Balfour.” To
the Arabian, Jewish and the Irish toil-

ing masses, Balfour was only a cunning,"

bloodthirsty British imperialist butcher
—and never a force for national or any

other kind of freedom.
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American capitalism is again on--the

threshold-of a stock boom. Already the
market has won back more than 50%
of what it lost in the great panic. Six
million share days are drawing near.
New York’s biggest banks are once
more dumping hundreds of millions into
the stock market. Hundreds of millions
of dollars are again being put into specu-
lation on the New York Stock Ex-
change by the biggest European business
interests. ' But the economic crisis is as
serious as ‘ever. “Easy” money rates
have helped speculation and not produec-
tion. The slackening trade is itself driv-
ing money into the securities market in
search of higher profits. It should be
clear to everyone that the Stock Market
is no longer an accurate barometer of
the basic conditions of production and
exchange. And if one will peel off even
only the first layer of skin of the new
boom now being reared, he will find that
in all probability the dazzling boom will,
within-a few months at the outside, turn
into a2 dangerous boomerang. One thing
is already certain. The higher the tops,
the deeper they will topple.
%k ok s

‘Who says ‘the government itsn’t doing
anything for the unemployed? Only the
other day the TUnited States Senate
voted to pay $25,000 each to “Senators-
Reject” William Vare and W. W. Wilson
of Pennsylvania to help them get along
now that they have mnot gotten the
much-coveted Senatorial jobs. At the
same time the House of Representatives
has shown real “worry” for the health
of the unemployed workers by raising
the salary of the Surgeon General from
$7,500 to $9,700 a year and by passing
a bill “to co-ordinate the Government’s
public health activities.” All of which
makes us wonder what. the Hoover gov-
ernment will engineer next. But nothing
will surprise or disappoint us. -So far
the working class has gotten from Wall
Street’s govérnment everything we ex-
pected. Hundreds of millions have been
handed out to the biggest open shop cor-
porations in subsidies, refunds, and juicy
contracts. Not even the crudest lick-
spittle or most menial agent of Big Busi-
ness has been forgotten. But no one cent
has been or will be voted to help the
starving unemployed

DOWN TOOLS on MAY DAY

(continued from page 1)

Demonstrate your solidarity with the
workers and farmers of the OSoviet
Union! Let your demonstration be a
fitting expression of your loyalty.to the
Soviet. Union, the only workers govern-
ment in the world! Demonstrate that
you will fight with all your might to
beat back and to crush any attempt on
the part of the imperialist powers to
attack and make war upon the Soviet
Union—the fatherland of all the workers
of the world!

In the entire capltahst Wo’rld today
there is starvation and misery. Millions
of workers .are unemployed. The de-
mand for bread, the demand for work
and for relief are met with clubs, rifle-
fire, machine gun bullets and Tmprison-
ment. In India, China, in Palestine, in
Egypt, in Haiti, in the Philippines in
Nicaragua, the imperialist powers, thru
bloody military occupation are trying to
keep in a state of subjugation the mil-
lions of workers and farmers who are
being robbed .of their. country and ex-
ploited for- the benefit of the bankers
and industrial barons of the imperialist
countries!

Demonstrate your determination to
end the whole system of explmtatlon and
slavery!

Workers! Demonstrate! Down tools!
Make May Day a mlghty nnlted demon—

the Party takes widens this chasmi"

responsibility! Lenin said:

a crime against the working class.”

not succeed!
disaster.

It is not yet too late!

ouvers of capitalist reaction!

. the .slogans. of:

turist jrresponsibility of its leadership.

Whalen’s Provocations Must
- Not Succeed’

An Appeal to the Partv Members

The forces of reaction are gathering to deliver a smashing blow agamst the -
Communist Party and the whole Communist movement on May First.
ful preparations for such an attack have been going on for many weeks.
In New York, Mayor Walker, Police Commissioner Whalen, the American
Legion and other veteran and patriotic societies have entered into a deliberate
conspiracy to turn the May First demonstrations of the workers into a
veritable blood-bath. For this purpose Clubber Whalen has “granted” to the
jingo societies the use of Union Square for anti-Communist and anti-work-
ing-class dethonstrations on May First as a deliberate provocatlon against the
revolutionary movement in order to manouver it into position where it can be
attacked and smashed. The patriotic societies have already made it clear
that they will come “prepared;”’ gangs of hired thugs will be ready; and-
‘Commissioner Whalen has announced that “10,000 policemen will be avail-
able.” Never was a more criminal scheme more deliberately hatched in order
to attack the most advanced section of the working class and to deliver a
telling blow against the whole labor movement. :

In this critical situation the false policies -of the Party leadership have
thrown the Party into an exposed position.
front.policy, the narrow séctarian line of the Party in mass work, has built
up a chasm between the Party and even the militant sections of the working
class who are being alienated from the Party and driven into 1nd1fference, let’
alone the broad masseés. of the backwird workers.

.In this situation the Party leaders have permltted themselves to fall 1nto
the trap so carefully laid by the forces of reaction. To the provocations of the:
police and the jingoes the Party leaders have answered not with a cool, care-
fully considered policy based on the real sifuation and the relation of forces.
They have answered with a policy of dangerous bravado and 1rrespon51ble
adventurism.- - Precisely as Clubber Whalen expected and hoped the present
policy of the Party has within it the danger, of turning the May Day dem-
onstration into an unequal pitched battle with the police and the jingo thugs.
This is not revolutionary determination.

“To take up the struggle under .conditions favo'mble to the enemy, the
bourgeoisie, and unfavorable for the workmg class is mot only stupidity but

“To fight the police and the armed forces (official and unofflmal) of the
capitalists is a necessary phase of the revolutionary movement for which.the
workers must be systematically prepared but it can only take place on the basis
of certain objective conditions, of a certain relation of lass forces.
not even the empty phrase-mongers in the Party- 1eadersh1p—w111 maintdin:
that these conditions or that this rélation ‘of forees-exist;today.’
indeed be a crime against the Party and against the working class, if the
continuation of the dangerous adventurist policy of the Party leadership threw
the Party and the revolutionary movement into a position where it would
stand exposed to the blows which the reactionary forces are preparing for it.
The provocations of Commissioner Whalen and the World War Veterans must

We say quite openly: The Party members and the revolutionary workers
must force the Party leadership to chiange its course which can only lead to
We must force the Party leadership to make
2 retreat from its false position so as to get the Party and the militant
workers out of dangerous position into which it has been led thru the man-
The Party must avoid a pitched battle with
. the police and with the armed thugs under the present conditions.

must arrange a huge demonstration-for May Day in some other part of the

city. New York:City is large enough for the workers to demonstrate their
solidarity in opposition to capitalism, to the schemes of Clubber Whalen, and
to defeat the provocatien planned against them.” The Party must even now,
at this late date, make an effort to build up a real united front for May Day,
and must throw all its.forces for:real mass. mobilization on May Day under
Fight Unemployment! and’ Smash Capztalv,st Reaction!
Such a course may yet save the.Party from " paymg the pmce of the adven—

a great and powerful mass demonstration on May Day, a demonstration that
will be a significant step in the struggle against unemployment, a demon- ..
stration that will be fitting answer to Clubber Whalen, to the jingo thugs
and to the capitalists whose tools they are!

Care-

The abandoment of the united

And every further step’

This is dangerous adventurist ir-

No one—

It “would

The Party

Such a course ‘makés possible even now_

stration of the workers! - Make the capi-
talists tremble- at the might and power
of the workers!" Let.May Day resound
with the slogans and.-demands of the
workers: .

Down with unemployment' Demand
immediate relief for the unemployed
workers!

Down with imperialist war! Down
with the imperialist attacks upon the
Soviet Union!

For the defense of the USSR!

For the recogmtmn of- the
Union!

For -a umted front of labor agamst
capitalist reaction!

For the seven-hour day' :

Down with speed-up, wage-cuts and
the strike-breaking -acts-of the gove»m-
ment!

Soviet

Full social, racial and. pohtlcal equahty
- for. the Negroes' S o

For militant industrial unionism!

For a Labor Party!

For 4 Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment!

Hail- May Day, the workers Interna-
tional holiday!

Hail the international sohdar1ty of the
workers of the world!

Workers!- TUnite! Fight for your
class' Win the world for the workers!

COMMUNIbT PARTY of the U.S.A.
: (Magorlty Group)

Communist Leaders
Convicted

The five Communist leaders, Com-
rades Foster, Amter, Minor,, Raymond
and- Lester, were found "guilty of “un-
lawful assémbly” before. the Special
Sessions- justices on April 11, 1930. Sen-
tence will be pronounced in the follow-
ing week. ‘

Wm. Z. Foster, I Amter, Rober Minor

‘and the others were arrested on March 6

in the murderous’attacks made by Club-
ber Whalen upon the demonstration of

‘the unemployed. After their arrest they

were unlawfully refused bail and were
in general treated with the greatest bru-
tality. The trial at which they. were
convicted was a good example of capi-
talist “justice”; everything was “ruled”
against the accused and no evidence as
to police brutality was even permitted
by the watchful judges. - The conviction
of the five Communists came as a matter
of course. S
EE I 3

The Party leadership has failed com-
pletely .in mobilizing .any sort of mass
movement in defense of the arrested
Communists. Tts sectarian policies con-
demn any such movement to failure. Thé
Party membership and the militant work-

ers must force a'change of policy so that-

the convicted Communists can be proper-
ly ‘defended.

Unemployment Con-

ference in Harlem

On Sunday, March 30, and Monday
March 31, took place the two-day con-
ference - called by the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters on the question of
unemployment.

In spite of the fact that the. call was
addressed to “all religious, fraternal, ben-
evolent and labor organization,” the re-
formist policies of the leadership of the
Porters Union made it impossible to
mobilize any real masses behind the con-
ference with the result htat it was al-
most wholly a failure. The “mass meet-
ing” on Sunday was a fiasco. The con-
ference on Monday was poorly attended
and hardly representative of all of the
elernents that could have been mobilized
for such a conference.

The conference was run in the ap-
proved steam-roller manner by A. Phillip
Randolph, the president of the Union
There was no report of the credentials
cqmmittee so that the actual representa-
tive character of the conference remained
a deep secret. The representative of the
American Negro Labor . Congress was
ousted, after he had made it easy for
the burocrats to do this by his actions
which -lost him the sympathy of- the
audience. '

The note of militaney in the conference
was brought in by the delegation of the
Harlem Tenants League: William Bat-
tles; Grace B. Campbell, C. B. Jenkins,
Anna Thompson, and J.-.O. Trottman.
In their criticism. of the “program” pre-
sented by Randolph and-in their attack
upon -the -steam-roller methods® ‘of the
conference they found considerable re-
sponse among the delegates and visitors
present. Randolph attempted to pre-
vent this delegation from introducing
their resolution which, after analyzing
briefly the situation of the Negroes in
unemployment, presented a clear and mi-
litant program of immediate demands.
In spite of Randolph, however, the reso-
lution was introduced but-the chairman
was able to prevent it coming to a vote.

This conference, which might have
been a rallying center for mobilizing the
Negro masses in the struggle against
unemployment, turned out to be a com-
plete fiasco because of the reactionary
hold over the conference by the official-
dom of the Porters Union, an. .integral
part of the A. F. of L. machine. . .-
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New York City

Lovestone Reports on
Soviet Party Questions

Before a crowd of five hundred work-
ers at an open discussion meeting of
the New York organization of the Com-
munist Party (Majority Group), Jay
Lovestone reported on The Situation in
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union and the Recent “New Turn.” The
report, which lasted over two hours, was
followed with the closest attention by
the comrades present.

The “Russian Question”
An American Question

The so-called “Russian question”—he
started off—is a major American ques-

tion and is a the-greatest signficance to

the American workers. . Comrade Love-
stone took occasion to 1epua1ate in' the
most emphatic terms the counter-revolu-
tionary - ‘propaganda being spread that
the Five-Year Plan and Socialist con-
struction in general have collapsed in
the USSR. Socialism is being steadily
Wailt regardless of changes of tempo and
methods. ’

As the starting point for an objective
examination of what the Five-Year Plan
really is—declared the speaker—we must
turn to the unanimously adopted reports
and resolutions of XV Congress of the
CPSU in December 1927, especially the
report of Comrade Rykoff on The Five
Year Plan of Economic Development and
the supplementary reports of Comrades
Krzhizhanovsky and Molotov. -

At this Congress there was complete
unanimity but it did not take long be-
fore there were already rumors of “dif-
ferences.” By the middie of 1928 it could
already be seen that on such guestions
as the use of “ertsaordinary measures,”
on the price of grain, and on other gues-
tions, differences were arising as a re-
sult of the perversion in practise by the
Stalin majority in the Centrai Cowimit! -7
of the line laid down at the XV Con-
gress. Nevertheless, these differences
were suppressed and covered with de-
ceptive declarations of “complete unan-
imity.”

At the April 1929 Pler\um the struggle
emerged sharper than ever into the open.
The secret resolution of this Plenum,
from which the reporter quoted at length,
accused Bukharin of “supporting the
right-wing renegades in the Communist
International,” condemned Bukharin’s
Notes of An Economist (which Stalin
himself had officially endorsed in No-
vember 1928) as an “opportunist plat-
form”, and branded the “Bukharin
group” as a “right-wing group.” It gave
official authorization to the perversions
of the line of the XV Congress that were
taking place under Stalin’s leadership.

Our Attitude to the Russian Question

At this point Comrade Lovestone
turned to a brief consideration of the
policy of the former CC of our Party

" towards the “Russian question.” Our

attitude—he declared—was founded upon
an uncritical endorsement of everything
the Russian leadership did, based not
upon knowledge but primarily as a mat-
ter of formality. This attitude was pro-
moted by the absolute lack of-informa-
tion-from the CPSU and by the constant
official repetition of “no differences”
made by both groupings in the Russian
CC. This attitude naturally led to the
gross error of the Bukharin resolution
at our VI Party Congress.last: March.. .

Thruout 1929—Comrade Lovestone
continued—the factional struggle in the
CPSU continued in more and more open
form and the practise in carrying out the
Five-Year Plan became more and more
perverted in a Trotskyist direction—a
fact which Trotsky himself recognized
immediately.

The reporter then turned to the No-
vember 1929 Plenum which marked the
last open appearance of the Bukharin
group, for Bukharin’s capitulation fol-
lowed in a few days. It was in the pe-
riod following the November Plenum and
the capitulation that the ultra-left per-
versions of the Party line reached their
height and thus precipitated the present
serious economic: situation.. - Serious dis-
locations began‘to appear in industry,
individual branches began falling far

behind the plan and the original coordi-
nation almost disappeared. But it was
in agriculture that the dangerous effects
of the new course, avere clearest. As
Stalin himself later admitted the distor-
tions of policy had gone so far that they
brought about “the danger of breaking
with the peasant masses and undermin-

29

ing the proletarian dictatorship”!

The “New Turn”

Suddenuly, like a bolt from the blue
came the “new turn’” heralded in Stalin’s
famous article on “dizziness.” The ten-
sion inside and outside the Party had
reached such a point that the “turn” was
inevitable; in line with the methods of
the Stalinist leadership it was accom-
plished in a thoroly burocratic and there-
fore dangerous manner. Scapegoats were
found—“certain overenthusiastic young
Communists”—and all blame shifted to
them. Instead of recognizing—in a Len-
inist manner—that the new turn was
made necessary by the perversions that
he himself had forced :upon the.line of
the Five-Year Plan, Stalin again reiter-
ated the doctrine of the infallibility of
the Russian Party leadership (that is,
his own) and traced the necessity for
the retreat to the very “successes” that
had been achieved!

Comrade Lovestone then analyzed the
actual form which the new turn was tak-
ing—the new rules in regard to collec-
tivization, etc. He showed that altho
these provisions are probably made neces-
sary by the critical situation and the
previous false course, yet they constitute
perhaps greater concessions to the ku-
laks than had ever been made before.
This—Comrade Lovestone empnasized—
is the price of the ultra-left perversions
of the previous year.

The speaker then called attention to
the recent reorientation of L. D. Trotsky
and- the Trotsky groupings on the ques-
tion ¢f Soviet economy. Trotsky, who
had hitherto occupied an ultra-left posi-
tion on these questions, is now criticiz-
ing Stalin’s line from the right!
~ Comrade Lovestone turned to the ques-
tion of perspectives. Yes—he said—
there has been a change of practise, a
change in the manner of carrying out
the Five-Year Plan and a change un-
questionably for the better, a chang
helping to assure the success of the Five-
Year Plan. But still there is no Leninist
approach to the great questions at stake,
there is no objective examination, there
is no self-criticism. The method:of the
burocratic and factional manipulation of
these great problems still remaijns as be-
fore. This is the basis of the great dan-
gers facing the CPSU today: the danger
of zig-zag, the danger of factional.ex-
cess, the danger of going far to the right.

The Crisis in the C. I

In connection with the situation in
the CPSU stands the crisis in the Comin-
tern. The reporter showed the incorrect-
ness of the Trotskyist concéption which
traced the crisis in the Comintern to an
alleged Thermidorian crisis in the CPST.

. He. explamed the source of:-the crisis as

the gap between the steady building of
Socialism in the USSR -on the one hand
and the slowing up of the world revolu-
tion in the capitalist countries on the
other. The failure to help bridge this

‘gap thru the development of a collective

A Plot Against

Foreign-Born

The bills to register and finger-print
the foreign-born workers are very acute
issues in Washington. The economic
crisis, the huge unemployment and grow-
ing resistance of the mass of workers to
the speed-up and wage cuts are increas-
ing the determination of the reaction-
aries to rush thru such legislation
against the workers.: Already many em-
ployers have dismissed workers because
of their mot being born in the United
States or their being unnaturalized. In
numerous cases workers have also been
dismissed because they were unable to
show papers from the Federal authori-
ties that ‘they are not undesirable citi-
zens and are lawfully here.”

An event of tremendous significance
to the entire American working class
which has passed unnoticed is the vicious
practice begun by the United States De-
partment of Labor on July 1, 1928 of is-
suing certifieates to incoming immi-
grants. These certificates have been
properly labeled “respectability certifi-

cates.” They are like cards from an
organization showing that one is a
“member in good standing.” Senator

Blease of South Carolina who has intro-
duced one of the worst registration and
fmger-prlntmg bills; plainly says that
his bill aims to legalize formally and of-
ficially this practice of the Department
of Labor so.that all foreign-born work-
ers who have entered the country before
July 1, 1928 will be compelled to receive
these “certificates of respectability.”
Each immigrant is to pay $3.00 for this
certificate which will bear a photograph
and a detailed personal description of
the bearer. )

The bill plainly aims to put under
suspicion any immigrant who does not
secure such a “certificate of respecta-
bility.”

Senator Blease defends his bill by say-
ing:

“I do mot see how any honest. man
could object to my bill. It’s aim is ¢o
protect the alien who wants the protec-
tion of the United States government
and I believe that it will be helpful to
aliens generally.”

These bills against the foreign-born
workers are part of the whole scheme to
strengthen the strike-breaking and Wall
Street esplonage burocracy against the
workers.

“These bills now have the blessmas of
‘he Executive Council of the A. F. of L.

international leadership—the speaker ex--

plained—has given rise to. the political
and organizational crisis in the Comin-
tern. Precisely because of this fact (the
monopoly -of leadership of the Comintern
by the CPSU, and today even by a clique
in the CPSU) the developments in the
CPSU have decisive influence upon the
Comintern. Comrade Lovestone showed
the relation between the “new turn” in
the CPSU and the contemporanecus
“new turwy’ in the Comintern.

The speaker concluded by drawing the
conclusions of the whole situation for the

struggle of the. international opposition

and for our struggle in the U. S. A.

- The report was followed by a period ..

of questions and discussion.

This discussion meeting will be remem-
bered for a long time by the comrades
who were present for it was the first
time in many years that Russian ques-
tions were discussed frankly and honest-
ly on the basis of conviction not on the
basis of ulterior consequence.

Cut Soon!

Com'numsts

League and Our Tasks.

Watch for (!

THE THESIS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE FEBRUARY
PLENUM OF THE :CP-MAJORITY GROUP.

. 1—The Thesis on The Present Situation and the Tasks of the

2—-The Resolution on The Crisis in the Communist International
and the International Opposition Movements.

3—The Resolution on The Crisis in the Young Communistv

Shoe Workers

Jailed as Pickets

Thirty-six militant shoe-workers were
sent to jail for thirty days because of
their “violation” of the injunction issued
by the court in order to break the strike
against the Benjamin Schwartz Shoe
Company in Brooklyn. The injunction
which the striking workers defied prohi-
bited picketing of any sort; it was grant-

SIDNEY JONAS

ed by the court with “surprising” speed
so that it was already in \“'orce a day
after the application.

The sentencing of the 36 militant
workers to thirty days in prison or $100
fine took place on April 1 before Justice
Mitchell May in Brooklyn. Among those
serving out the sentence at Welfare Is-
land, is the vice-president of the Uniom,
Sidney Jonas, as-well as a. number of
members of the Shop Delegates Council.
The victims of injunction-“democracy”
include a number of .members of the
Communist Party (Majority Group),
such as Max Lacker, I Zimmerman, Ed-
ward Wright, Sidney Jonas (a member
of the National Council of the CP-Ma-
jority Group), and M. Plotkin.

The conviction of these 36 shoe work-
ers is but a prelude to the conviction of
56 more on April 28. '

The mass arrests of the militant shoe-
workers is a part of the bitter offensive
waged for many months by the shoe
bosses hand in hand with the govern-
ment and the U. S. Department of Labor
against the militant Independent Shoe
Workers Union. Labor -Commissioner

‘Woods recently addressed a circular-let-

ter to the shoe bosses urging them to
break their agreement with the ISWU.
This same Woods also tried to. introduce
a system of registration and blacklist in
the shoe industry.

_The struggle against this boss-govern-
ment offensive on the part of the Union
was crippled thru the narrow sectarian
line of the official leadership of the Com-
munist Party which was forced upon the
Union and which prevented any real -
mobilization of the workers in the shoe
industry and in the 1abor movement as
a whole. The same isolating and do-
nothing policy is being followed by the
Union  leadership and by the Interna-
tional Labor Defense. What is needed
now is an end to this sectarian policy

.and a real attempt to build up a united

front of the workers to. beat back the
union smashing of the bosses and the
government and to fight for the defense
of the victims of capitalist injunction-
“democracy.”

2,000 KENTUCKY
MINERS STRIKE

Disregarding the fact that their strike
vote had never received the sanction of
the Lewis reactionary machine of the
United Mine Workers of America, 2,000
or more Western Kentucky coal miners
walked out .on April 8 demanding the
1917 scale. When 270 workers of the
Diamond Mines No. 1 and 2-struck after
being refused better working conditions
and restoration of the 1917 scale, the
number of men out in Webster County
alone reached 1,797.

The miners claim that that they have
been paid 20 percent less than the 1917
scale, Mines in this field have been work-
ing only a few days a week for months.

The strike is an indication of amount
of militant sentiment which exists among
the rank and file of the UMWA and the
splendid possibility of building a broad
left wing gmong the coaldiggers.
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Editorials

A BILLION DOLLARS FOR “DISARMAMENT”

‘At last the London fog has lifted! The naval “disarmament” plans of the five
biggest imperialist powers have been dashed to the earth with a terrific cloud-
burst. After three months of fruitless conferring, the world is now much safer
for the next imperialist war. A bigger and “better” world war is now more
clearly in sight. : - e

APRIL 21, 1930.

The London Conference is a futile fiasco for world imperialism. ~Called to
delay, if possible, the oncoming world war, the Conference has gone a long way
towards hastening another hellish crash. All the desperate efforts of the biggest
capitalist powers to cut the costs of naval preparations have failed dismally. The
British Chancellor of the Exchequer, Snowden, has summed up the whole affair
quite correctly when he said: “Another such a peace conference and we have
the war.” '

When Hoover and MacDonald were still “cooing” on the Rapidan, over
six months ago, we said that the London Conference would not be after disarrfla-
ment but would simply try fo get a rationalization of armaments, a cheapening
of the most up-to-date devices of destruction. We then said that the Conf.er-
ence would be “saluting the dove of peace with a salvo of shotguns and crossing
the olive with poison ivy.” Every word we have said has turned out to be
true. For us the London Conference held no surprises in store. Everything
turned out just as we expected.

But even the United States which has gotten away with most from the
whole sordid affair must now spend more than a billion dollars in order to c:at.ch
up with the “disarmament” Great Britain has today—parity with the Brl@sh
navy. And after this Hoover has the monumental gall to talk to the world
about the “great accomplishments for peace” and “the final abolition of com-
petition in naval arms between the greatest naval powers and the burial of the
fears and suspicions which have been the constant product of rival warship con-
struction.” Even after the “cheapening” of the naval race Great Brirain will
spend about a billion- dollars for this “disarmament.” Tc Japan this “peace”
plan will mean spending at least 350 million dollars. France and Italy have so
far not agreed even to be partners to this “disarmament” farce..

Still, this is not all! The road to the coming world war is paved with still
more billions of dollars.” The Three Power Agreement (Great Britain, Japan,
and the U. S.) reserves the right to increase still further their newest naval
programs in case France and Italy go thru with their present building plans.
Thus, the London Morning Post has already let the cat out of the bag:

“The three-power agreement, we greatly fear, will make more trouble
than it is worth.”

Every working man should now be able to see the fakery of aII. capita.list
peace pacts and plans. If “the fears and-suspicions” between the biggest im-
perialist powers are buried, then why spend so many billions of‘rd-(‘)'llars: for_w:}r
preparations under cover of “disarmament”? Agamst_ whom_ e»n_-'e’%all .the big
imperialist powers disarming? Does the United States need such.a big navy
against Abyssinia? Does Japan fear invasion by Korea?. Is England afraid

South Africa will overwhelm it? Only hopeless idiots would seriously-ask such .

questions. The great upbuilding of the navies for which the London Conference
provides knocks Hoover’s hypocricy into a cocked hat. The biggest capitalist
powers are arming against each other, against the Soviet Union, and against
the colonial masses who are more and more threatening to topple some of the
most gigantic imperialist fortresses. The events in India are only shadows of
what’s ahead. Such are the costly and hallow triumphs of the imperialist “peace-
makers” and their Socialist Jackeys!

There is a terrible storm ahead! Let the American workers heed the warn-
ing signals before it is too late.- After London, what?  More economical and effec-
tive infernal weapons than the’ battleships will now come to ‘the fore! de_‘g
crushing burdens on the workers! More speed in the head:long rush to another
world war! More deadening drive and speed-up for the workers in the factories

and minés! More war preparations against the Soviet Union! "All roads ‘to’

capitalist peace lead to devastating imperialist war!

It is not the Hoovers, the MacDonalds and the Briands who can bring
genuine world peace. They have always fought against all genuine disarmament
efforts—for-instance, the Litvinoff plan. These champions of world imperialism
were leaders of the last world war, are now preparing the ground for the next
one and will again work overtime for the capitalist class when the next im-
perialist war does break out. Only the working class under the leadership of
the Communist Party can end all imperialist wars. - :

 Let the London:Conference indelibly impress upon the consciousness of the’
working masses: The road to world peace lies not under the Stars and Stripes,
the Union Jack, the Tri-Color, or the Rising-Sun, but only under the Red Flag
of interrational working class solidarity which must turn the imperialist war into
a civil war against the exploiters and their whole system of robbery and op-
pression! -
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ITWO SPLENDID PAMPHLETS

The American Race Problem, No. 1 of
Heresy, “Bad Bishop Brown’s” Quar-
terly Lectures,«by Bishop William
Montgomery Brown, 1930. )

The Pope’s Crusade Against the Soviet
Union, by Bishop William Montgomery
Brown, 1930.

The Socialist movement in Ameriea
once got out scores and hundreds of
propaganda pamphlets that used to cir-
culate in the millions. Some were good,
many indifferent and most bad—but
good, bad, or indifferent they had this in
common: they spoke straight from the
shoulder and spoke in a way such as to be
understood by the American worker.
They therefore had immeasurably great-
er influence than literature theoretically
more correct perhaps but lacking their
close touch with the masses.

Bishop. Brown’s pamphlets -have not
only recaptured the really popular char-
acter of the old Socialist literature but
they carry a profound Communist les-
son as well: Comrade Brown better than
anyone else knows how to speak straight
to the American people, the workers, the
farmers, who certainly need “being spo-
ken to.” And he speaks to them on pre-
cisely those questions with which they
should be acquainted—he tells them pre-
cisely those things they should know!

In his pamphlet on the American Race
Problem, Comrade Brown uncovers the
roots of the Negro question and shows
from personal experience the factors
making for race prejudice and the op-
pression of the Negroes. Comrade Brown
explains very clearly the Communist po-
sition on the race question in language
that every single worker in this country
can understand. Altogether it is a splen-
did piece of literature with which to
draw the Negro masses closer to .our
movement and with which to fight the
influence of race prejudice upon the
white American workers.

The pamphlet on the Pope’s crusade
against the USSR should be a very valu-
able instrument in the campaign to de-
feat the imperialist incitement against
the Soviet Union. On this subject the
Bishop writes with real facility. He ex-
poses the stupendous brazeness of the
Pope posing as the champion of the
“freedom of thought.” He makes thoroly
clear the profoundly reactionary role of
the Christian Churches:

“They (the churches) serve the rich
as political- support against the poor—
always for the landlord, the manufactu-
rer and the banker.”

He smashes the age-old superstition
that religion is the source of culture and
shows that culture has grown precisely
in-periods of deep scepticism. Comrade
Brown shows in a way that cannot be
misunderstood the real basis for the cru-

sade of the Churches against the Soviet

Union: ) )

“It (Christian America).is -interested
now, not because- of any concern for re-
ligion, but because it knows that if Com-
munist Russia stands, capitalist America,
the great fort of world capitalism, falls.”

BEGINNING IN THE NEXT ISSUE!
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“The churches . . . are sicking the war
dogs on Soviet Russia because they care
a good deal more for the owners of the
world than they do for the workers. The
crusade . . . is to sustain clerical power
in alliance with conservative politics and
big business.”

Incidentally Bishop Brown pays &
glowing tribute to the tremendous work
the Soviet workers and farmers are do-
ing in building up a Communist society
in the Soviet Union.

Both pamphlets—but especially the one
on the Pope’s anti-Soviet crusade—are
just the thing to- put in the hands of
your fellow-worker, especially if he has
been misled by.the preachers whom Bish-
op Brown very correctly brands as “the
intellectual prostitutes of the exploiters!”

—W. H.

% %k x
FASCISM AND THE LIBERALS

Escape, by F. Niti. New. York 1930.

‘Why is it that when a liberal goes to
prison for a political crime and then
writes a book on his incarceration he
always writes of his experiences in a
sloppy sentimental mood and entirely
forgets to discuss the political issues at
stake? And when he does discuss them
he approaches them from an entirely
wrong angle. This volumn written from
the point of view of the sufferings of
Nitti, and his two friends Carlo Rosselli
and Emilio Lussu, who finally made
their escape from the prison on the
Island of Lipari is interesting reading
matter, but as a discussion on fascism
the book is a failure. Who are these
three political prisoners? Nitti is a bank
clerk, Lussu is a lawyer and Rosselli is
a professor. In the introduction by

Francesco Nitti, the ex-prime minister

of Italy and the uncle of the author we
read the following: “They (the political
prisoners) are not revolutionists. In

America or England they would repre-.
sent progressive elements of great moder-.

ation.”

Thruout the entire book we are left to
believe that the only opponents of the
fascists are the liberals and the conserv-
atives who believe in liberty. Thruout
the entire narrative we see an attempt
to minimize the struggle of the workers
against fascism. When the Communists
are mentioned, it is done in a slurring
manner with insinuations that most of
them have gone over to Mussolini. The
author happens to know one Com-
munist. who, he claims, became a fascist
and he attempts from this to build up
a case against all the Communists,
stating that those who did not go over
to Mussolini at least tolerate the bloody
fascist regime. No mention is made of
the thousands of workers and Commun-
ists who have died in the struggle against
fascism.. No mention. is made of the
thousands of workers and Communists
who .are still rotting in: jail,—but then
this is the historical role of the liberals,
and they live up to their reputation in
this book.

‘WALL STREET’S LABOR LIEUTENANTS AND THE COMING WAR

A startliﬁg '-'e’kpios'ﬁré of the relation between the A. F. of L. burocrats
and the War Machine, taken from the Confidential documents of the.
Army War College and the Army Industrial College.

SECRET ARMY PLANS FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE REVOLU-

From the secret material of the War Department. " % .. -~

May Day is American!

There can be no beginning of under-
standing of the significance of May Day
to the. present day working class ‘until
we understand the tremendous part that
the eight-hour movement has played . in
the -development of the labor movement.

At the annual convention in 1885 of the

Federation "of Organized Trades and
Labor Unions of the United States and
Canada (the organization which evolved
into the. A. F. of L.), the Furniture
Workers ~ Union - proposed - a motion
that Arnherican Labor should under-
take to put into effect the eight-hour day
on the first of May, 1886. Undéer the
auspices of the American Federation of
Labor, the ancient day of rebellion, which
even Rome and Carthage had known in
their own historical form, became indel-
ibly fixed as the greatest of all the days
to be celebrated by modern trade unions.

It was the first of May, 1886, which
became the biggest turning point up to
that time in American labor history. The
attempt to carry out the plan' of estab-
lishing: the - eight-hour day in’ the - Mec-
Cormick: Harverster “works ‘at Chicago
brought about the strike which was led
by that group of intrepid men -who will
be forever  remembered as -the Chicdgo
Martyrs. . ‘Within three days blood was
flowing on- the streets of Chicago. . . .
There ‘followed . such ‘an exhibition of
terror as had never been known in Amezr-
ica. - . - : )

At that time the German immigrants
were the “damn foreigners” ‘who did the
heavy labor of the factories and fur-
nished the butt of all the anger and hatred
that the American bourgeoisie must al-
ways pour out upon the most suppressed
stratum of the working class which
creates its wealth. Thruout all of  the
cities of the:northern states raged the
police terror against the “Germans’—the
hated “low” foreigners. who were. sub-
verting American institutions by im-
porting such damnable European. ideas
as the sherter. work day and the organ-
ization of trade unions. .Especially in
Chicago the terror raged. The. bour-
geoisie which, in 1871  had blamed the
Chicago fire upon the First International
of Karl Marx instead of the cow of Mrs.
Q’Leary, found in the harvester strike
and the subsequent bloodshed on Hay-

market Sgual:e an.entirely foreign move-

ment.

But curiously enough, we find at every
step that the institution.of the modern
revolutionary Labor Day has ifs roots
in American soil. R

What is Mayi _Da}‘}'_‘ -

The following lines are from a- May
Day article by Rosa Luzemburg written
on April 30,1913, :

When May Day demonstrations were
held for the first time, ‘the vanguard of
the International, the German- working
class,” was just ‘at the'point of breaking
the chains of a disgraceful Exception
Law and of entering upon the path of a
free, legal development. ' :Crises; wars,
and revolutions ‘were considered outworn
theories, mere swaddling elothes of . mod-
ern society; parliamentarism and trade
unionism, democracy in the State and
democracy in the industry, were to open
the gates to a new and better order.

The -actual course of events played
frightful havoe with all these illusions.
In place of the promised mild social-re-
formist development of culture there has
set..in since the end of the nineties a
period of the most violent, extreme sharp-
ening of ‘capitalist conflicts, a period of
storm and stress, of crashes and turmoil,
of tottering and trembling in the very
foundations of society. . . .Everywhere
the  revolutionary working “class today
sees itself alone“confronted by the com-

In the United States, altho the Chicago
affair of 1886 had frightened away the
leaders of the Knights of Labor from
any friendliness to May Day, the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor stepped for-
ward to preserve the tradition of the in-
ternational Labor Day. The. 1886 con-
vention of the A. F. of L.. fixed upon
May.Day of 1890 as the day upon which
to enforce the demand for the eight-hour
day. - . - . :

It ‘was undoubtedly the.dramatic set-
ting Supplied by the martyrdom of the
Chicago ‘strike leaders which' made un-
changéable the iderntity of May Day as
the Internatiorial Day of the working
class. In 1889 when the Second Inter-
national was founded, its first inter-
national congress declared May Day,
1890, to be the time for demonstratjons
of the working class in all countries for
the eight-hour day. . -

—From: The Fighting May. Day by
Robert -Minor, -Workers Monthly, May
1926. - B A

LENIN ON MAY DAY |

-_'rThAe : follo‘vwiz'ng “paragraphs- are from a
May Day: leaflet written by V. I. Lenin
5.1896 for the League for the Emancipa-
tion of the Working Class. This leaflet

Comrades! Let us consider our posi-

“tion "Very carefully—let us examine "the

conditions in which we spend our lives.
What do:- we. see? We work long and

" hard; producing éndless -wealth, gold and

apparel, satins and silks. From .the
depths of the earth we extract iron and
coal. We build machines, ‘we outfit
ships, we construet railroads. All wealth
is the product of our hands, of our sweat
and blood. And what kind of wages do
we get for this forced Labor? If things
weére as they should be, we would, be liv-
ing in fine houses, we would wear good
clothes, and would never have to suffer.
any need. But we "know well endugh
that our wages never suffice for our
living. Our bosses push down wag
force us to work overtime, place unjust
fines upon: us-“~in-'a word-oppress us in
every way. And whén we give voice to
our dissdatisfaction,=we’ are thrown into
prisoh without further ado. .. - -~
_How can we then improveé our condi-
tions, raise our ‘wages, shorten the work-
ing day, protect oursélves from insults,
win for ourselves the opportunity of
reading g60od books? We can rely only
upon ourselves. . Our. strength lies in
unity, our method is the united stubborn
resistance against.the bosses. . . . .
It’s.a long  road-that has no turning—
and even-the best of patience comes to
an end..” In.the past few years the Rus-
sian workers have. shown .their. masters
that the cowardice of slavés has changed
into courageous sturdiness of men, who
refiise 'to subimit’ to the .greed of . the
capitalists! . L :

_As is well known the workers of many
shops and factories have organized.the
League for the Struggle, for the Eman-
cipation of the Workingclass. with.“the
aim of exposing and removing all abuses,

When you workers of other countries
celebrate May Day you celebrate it as
a day of struggle. When we workers of
the Soviet land celebrate it, we celebrate
it as a day of triumph!

1 still .remember the May Days we
used to celebrate.in.the dark days of the
Czar. I remember the leafléts we used
to get out .in our secret presses and dis-
tribute with the greatest care among the
workers. in the factories, for if we got
caught it meant prison or exile some-
times even torture and death. We used
to say in those days: The day of the
Russian workers will also dawn! Well,
our day has dawned!

In England and France and Germany
and America, in all capitalist countries,
the workers demonstrate against capital-
ism; we have already “gotten rid of ex-
ploitation and oppreéssion. In.China and
India; in ‘Asia and Africa;'the masses-are

had a powerful effect among the Peters-
burg -workers -and -served as the. precipt-
tating - factor in the big textile strike
which “followed six weeks later. )
of struggling against the sh_ainéfiﬂ op-
pressions and swindles of our conscious-
less exploiters. . . .It’s time that we
Russian workers smashed. the chains that
the bosses_and the governmeént have
placed upon us. It is time&that we joined
our fellow workers of other lands in the
struggle—under a.common.flag bearing
the words: “Woikers of .all countries,
wnite!” T

In France, England, Germany and
other lands where the workers have al-
ready closed their ranks and won impor-
tant rights, the First of May is a general
holiday. of all labor. . . .On this day the
woarkers fling their chief demand in the
teeth of the bosses: “Eight-hour day.”’

In. other countries the “workers are al-

ready. proclaiming. this.. There .was. a
time—and not so long. ago—when they
too.-did.not have the right we.are de-
prived of now, the right to.give voice to
our needs!. But thru relentless struggle
and heavy sacrifice they have won the
right to take up collectively the-affairs
of labor. Let us wish our brothers that
their struggle soon lead to the desired
goal, to a socjety in which there. will be
no masters and no slaves, no capitalists
and no wage .workers, but all will werk
to gether and all will enjoy. the good
things .of life. together. T
. Comrades! If 'we fight unitedly and
together, -then :the: time -is-not far off
when we ‘too-will be in a position openly
to.join the common;struggle of the work-
ers of .all lands, without distinction..of
race or creed, against the capitalists of
the whole world. - Qur strong arm will
rise and the chains of slavery will fall.
The . toilers of Russia will arise and
terror will strike the hearts of the capi-
talists -and of all other enemies cof the
workingclass. :

Petersburg, May 1, 1896.

)T INTERNATIONAL

May D'a‘y 1n the Soviet Land!

By A RUSSIAN TEXTILE WORKER.

*

fighting to throw off the imperialists
from off their backs. We have beaten
the imperialists when they tried to over-
throw our revolution. We have beaten
the English and American and French
imperialists and their bandit agents, the
Kclchaks, the Denikins, the Wrangels.
We are really our own rulers today be-
cause we really have our own' govern-
ment, -a government -of the workers and
the peasants: -

Yes, we celebrate May Day as 2 day
of triumph. All over the Soviet Land
there. are parades of our heroic Red
Army and of the workers in masses. All
over the Soviet Unijon the buildings and
the factories are covered with banners
and flags calling us to our international
holiday! But our struggle is not over.
That is why we also celebrate May Day
as a day. of further sfruggle. We have
before us. the great task of helping the
working class and the toilers of the world
to. overthrow., their- oppressors and .to
establish a World -Union ‘of Soviet. Re-
publics. : We have. before us the great
task of building Socialism. We have al-

_ready. taken -giant strides_in this direc-

tion: but ‘we have still a.greéat way to go.
Great .difficulties beset our way. We
need, the help of the workers of all coun-
tries. . The imperialists are continually
plotting war .against us. We do ‘not
want war. We want peace:-in order to
be able to continue to build-up our coun-
try for.the masses. We appeal to the
workers and farmers of all countries to
fight against. the imperialist prepara-
tions of a war against us, to help us de-
fend oursclves against our common ene-
my. This is our apeal to you on May
Day, the day of international solidarity!
On May. Day, the Soviet .toilers -call
out. to - their - brothers: of. other lands:
Revolutionary -greetings on May Day!
Hail the May Day. of the ‘World Union
of Soviet Republics!
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MAY DAY IN MOSCOW

A rift of wings and clouds around each
“sentried steeple, )

Red flags licking like flames the fold of

‘the great dome, - h :
Silence and sunlight and the .b\ared heads
-of the people . . .
The Red A@“ﬁly is coming home!

—Arturo. Giovannitti.

lo o By;Rom .'Lzz'x’émézﬂg

pact, hostile reaction of the ruling classes
and by their energetic attacks which are
aimed at them alone. . . .

These are. the “signs” under which
labor’s world holiday will soon celebrate
thejwenty—fiﬁh anniversary of its exis-
tence.. And cach of these “signs” is a
flaming testimonial to the living truth
and power of the ideas of the May Da
celebration. = . - i

The brilliant main.-idea of the May
Day celebration is-the independent action
of the proletarian masses, is the political
mass action. of -the millions. of ‘workers,
who otherwise can give expression .to
their own .will only thru petty parlia-
mentary action, separated by - State
boundaries and consisting- for the most
part only in voting for representatives.
The excellent.proposal of the Frenchman
Lavigne at the international congress-in
Paris combined this indirect parliament-
ary manifestation of the will of the pro-
letariat with a direct international mass
nanifestation, the laying down of tools
as a demonstration- and fighting tactic
for the eight-hour day, world peace, and
Socialism.. . - Co :
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Whlther ‘Trotskyls m?!

By Wlll Herbelg

As a pohtlcal tendency in” tne Com-
munist movement, Trotskyism is today
facing a period of great and decisive
change, a period of organizational re-
grouping and ideological reorientation.
For the. international opposition move-

ment—which -is today the bearer-of.the
struggle for the future of the Comintern
—_these. recent. developments are of con-
siderable importance and’ must receive
our careful consideration and obJectlve
evaluation. .

. 1.- The Sectarian Character of Trotskyism

The entlre pohtlcal development of
Trotskyism -is conditioned .by its. essen-
tially -sectarian nature as an interna-
tional fraction. Its profound sectarian-
ism forms the method of operations of
"Trotskyism as a world movement: and
therefore determines the forms of its
development :

. Eager sectarianism is the very es-
sence of Trotsky1s1n Sectarianism is
not a matter of numbers; it is a question
of political relation and attltude to" the
masses. An international tendency m
Communism that makes its ‘basis’of con—
centration not the- general living issués
of the international (and nat1onal) class
struggle but issues—many of them out-
fived—of dliferences in the ‘Soviet Party
is condemned to ultimate secta¥ianism.
This is Just what" Trotskylsm ‘does. The
concentration’ of Trotskyist forces on a
world scale takes place pr1marlly on the
issues of ‘Soviet- ‘policy in which Trotsky .
differed sharply with the leadership of
the CPSU ot else on those broader in-
ternational questlons on which also Tiot:-
sky clashed with the Soviet Party leadeér-
ship. "These questions form a closed sys-
tem- of dogma -without "any regard " to
their actuality or.to:their present réela-
tion-to 'the vital: questlons of the revolu-
tionary | movement “In’ 1nternat10na1
questions — and especially ' in ques-
fions ' of the class" struggle “in indi-
vidual countr1es—Trotsky1sm has always
had only the vaguest ‘general outlook, a
sort of ‘ghostly e‘nanatlon of its central
articles-of-faith.. - This 0eneral orienta-
tion—in eéssentials conslstently ultra-
left—has always been extremely unstable
and subject to rapid : decomposmon—
which is already settmg int &

2. The Political Development of Trotskylsm

As Trotsky himself very correctly de-
clares, the central point of his political
system is the .estimation of -the class
character ‘of the Soviet Power. And it
is not unindicative of the sectarian bar-
renness of Trotskyism that today—thir-
teen years after the October Revolution
—the confusion. on this basic question
grows greater with every . “erisis,” with
every “dlscussmn”'

. From almost the" very begmnmg “Trot-
skyism took as its point: of  departure
some form or variety of the theory. of
Thermidor. Towards the middle of 1928
Trotsky himself formulated his views in
precise and classical form when he
characterizéd thé preseiit period” ‘of the
Russian revolution as an “inverted Ke-
rensky period,” as the “Kerensky film
run backward.” Trotsky said.

. “The function of.the Ristoric Kerensky
pefrzod consisted in this: that on its back
the power of the bour geoisie passed over
to the proletamat The historic role of
the. Stalin period consists in this: thdt
wpon its back the power is gliding over
i ffrom the proletamat to the bourgeoisie.”

‘In other words the USSR is' approach—
ing Thermidor, the last stage of the' rev-
olution; the first stage of the victorious
counter-revolution. © And since the Keren-

sky period was,.as Lenin pointed out, the.

period of dual power, the “intertwining
of .two class dictatorships” (Lenin), it
follows, ~according .to Trotsky; -that in
the ' “inverted Kerensky " period” there
exists and-is-maturing within the Soviet
" Union the class dictatorship of-the bour-
geoisie side by side with the. d1c+atorsh1p
of: the proletariat! - . -

- “Such conceptions have: their own inner
loglc and theit own laws of motion: Ex-
actly what they'led-to became sensation-
.ally.clear ' in- the : Soviet-Chinese crisis
towards the,mlddle of 1929. In reaction
to these events: the: German. Leninbund
supported more: or.less by Trotskyist
groups  in other- countues, adopted an
attitude which - declared:-

1) “In Russia we have 1o proletaman
dictatorship . . . In Russia the state
power is no longer in the hands of the
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“tions..

gram!

-Trotsky  himself welcomes the secta-
rianism that is the essence ‘of his sys-
tem. “To be a ‘sectarian’ today,” he de-
clares, “is an honor for every real -rev-
olutionary!”  In his letter on the situa-
tion. in‘the I'eninbund Trotsky, lays down
as the essence’ of his fraction: “a parti
cularly narrow and careful selection of
the like-minded.” This is strictly and
accurately tide. It is in fact 'the very
essence of Trotskyist sectarianism: a
cirele of people who “think alike” on'a
given set of dogmas in only distant poli-
tical ‘connection with the actual strug
gles' of the masses i

It is not therefore surprlsmg that the
boasted. “internationalism” of. Trotsky is
no more.than the inverted shadow of the
“1nternat10nahsm” of .. Stalin.. . Trotsky,
like Stalin, proceeds along the litie of the
mobilization: of the. 1nternat10nal move-
ment for the program ‘of a fraction of
the CPSU—this is his “international-
ism”! Trotsky, like Stalin, cares not

a, whi t- about” the spec1f1c cond1t1ons 1n_
the various countr1es ang. brands as “op-
portumsm” ‘the "attempt “to . ~apply - @ud.:
adapt’ the. general> line* to theése’ condl—

every’ detail. all along the line.

sheep' from the goats, the . “loyalites™
from -the “renegades.”” - The lesson -is -
plaln Trotsky-and Stahn differ not on
the ‘system “of . “international - leadefrshap
(distorted - Jnternatlonallsm') bt on:th
question - of. whick: Russmn:,fractlon;ls “to:
have the hegemony in directing, i.e.; in
mobilizing the Commtern along its pro

proletariat but in the hands of the buro-
cratic apparatus.. . . standing apparent-
ly- above classes but actually represent-
ing the interests of the economically
stronger, class, ... . the capitalists . . .
2). The defense of the USSE cannot
therefore be unconditional—at most it
can be only a foefry conditional defense
This. viewpoint Trotsky categorically
rejected; along with the ‘Russian Oppo-
sition” and, somé other groups he called
for the unconditional support and de-
fense of the USSR! "It is clear that this
stand of Trotsky représents a ‘definite
political retreat on his part. ‘But it must
also be’ recogmzed ‘that, however Justlfled

'Trotsky s* polemlc agamst Urbahns may.

be on’ this. question; Trotsky is himself
pohtlcally -and” ‘historically’ responslble
for the thicories of Thermidor in every
form. ‘Moreover, in spite of his retreat,
Trotsky’s own position has become: no
clearer. Apparently Trotsky now be-
lieves that while the Soviet Power is still
a proletarian dictatorship, it is being led
by Therm1dor1an elements, i.e., by those
who pave ‘the way for the counter—revo—
lution: and e\:press its interests.” In'es-
sence this is no- more correct-and even
more ° self contradlctory than* the_ con-
sistent ~ Thermidor” of~ Urbahns. - Ur-
balins- has only developed in-a logical
and thorogoing manner What he has been

~taught by Trotsky! "7

Closely connected w1th thls is the queé-
tion of “socialism in’ “one country.” By
the Trotskyites this' question has been
elevated into an untouchable dogma whilé
the official polemic of the Comintern on
the question hasunquestionably been con-
-ducted:in an extremely abstract and aca-
“demic manner, thru the'mere piling "of
one Lenin quotation upon -another. -Yet
this is a very real question and-objective
examination will show, we believe, that
the Trotskyist conception®is essentially
-wrong ‘and based upon & false - estima-
tion of the economic and social forces
making for the building of ‘Socialism in
the USSR. But even more:wrong is.the
current Trotskyist exaltation of the ques-
tion.

Had Trotsky the powei- he would, -
. like* Stalm, “expel from- the Commtern all_‘
except thosé~ who agree wnh “him “in. -
Trotsky,' i
like - Stalln, issues his Open Letters. to.
serve as basis for the separation of the-

On the questzons of Socmhst constmc—
tion in the USSR Trotsky and his Rus-
sian group have dlways consistently rep-
resented a position of “super-industrial-
ization” and of “super-collectivization”
and have always stood for a “hard” poli-
tical and economic line among the peas-
antry. Trotsky’s criticism .of the official
Party line in these respects was always
from:the left and constituted, in fact,
an ultra-left tendency. When, towards
the middle of 1928, the policy- of the
leadership” of the CPSU changed (the
Stalin-Bukharin bloc broke) and turned
to the “left,” Trotsky was the first to
recognize this fact, declaring that Stalin
was “borrowing from the platform of
the opposition” and that he was making
this “left curve” under the “lash of the
opposition.” . But this . traditional left
viewpoint is undergoing rapid change. In
a very interesting recent.article on So-
viet economy, Trotsky undertakes-a new
crlthue 'of "the Stahmst liné even, before
the - recent “new ’ tdrn”)- ﬁom " the
“/mght”’ He ‘characterized” Stalms line
as* “ultra-left!”  BEven’ the ' Leninburd
discovers- that Stahns line has “ultra-
left features!”

.The - ultimate consequences of thls
striking reorientation are hard to esti-
mate. But one thing can already be said:
. Trotsky, like Stalin, maintains his man-
tl€ of infallibility.-. He makés “his “Hew
* turn”- under- the, camouflacre that it'is a
mere‘ “continudtion”of ‘the-old; he. does
.not ‘present frankly; the reasons “for his
reorlentatlon not the.actual 1elatlons be-
tween the old and the new. - &

Especlaly since 1925. the genefral. -
-ternational outlook of Trotskyisin has

. unquestmnably marked. it as the most
_.consistent- and. loglcal representatlve of

ultra-]eftlsm 1n the

£ kyi

Anglo:Russian  Unity ~Committee give
sufficient evidence. in this direction. On
-these questions-, Trotskyism? permlts no
change of landmarks “for_they are en-

" ‘graved on the “tables of the law.” But

on a number of questions less directly
tied up with the inner dogma of Trot-
skyism, change is already setting in—
—and significant change too! Starting
out as consistent ultra-leftism Trotsky-
ism is gradually giving way on one point

and another—and is rapidly reaching a
position where’ it criticizes the present
line of the Ecei frem the “right”! Trot-
sky himself declares: “Even the right
wingers may: be correct -on many ques-
tions!” “On the question of stabilization,

~ who. does mot remember the Zinovievist

and Trotskyist prophecies of “collaps-
ing” and “crashing” stabilization? But
now Trotsky writes long articles in criti-
cism of the Ecci’s “third period” phan-
tasies, rejecting the “radicalization” ab-
stractions and the nonsense of the- “im-
minent collapse” of stabilization. His
“horrowings” from the “right wingers”
have indeed been heavy! In the tactical
line in mass ‘work the Trotskyites started
out with ‘a pronounced wultra-left line..
Thus, the Volkswille (th€ organ of the
Leninbund) was able to agree with, the
German Party leadership on its secta-
rian splitting trade- union. line and.-the

.American Trotskyites originally. shared

their program (the document; The Right
Danger in the American Party) with
the ultra-left official Party leadership.
Bﬁ'lt today- what changes! Today Trot-
sky polemicizes against the doctrine of
“soeial-fascism” .and against. putschism
in Austria. Today the Leninbund and
the orthodox Trotskyites are borrowing
heav1ly from-the “right; wmgers” in trade
Union, line. .. Today the Militant attacks
the Party .. leadershlp for.its “sectarian-

ism” and the “abandonment of the united

front tacties”! Indeed Trotskylsm is.re-
orlentamng itself!

But the sectarian essence of Trotsky—
ism rises dominant! It still- clings to.the
age-old lable-of “Left Opposition” with
a. desperation that -grows as.the pretext
for. it disappears. The:. more copiously
they borrow -from us the more. piously
do they shout “right.wingers,” “Social-
democrats,” “national Socialists,” ete.!.

‘The empty- repetition of old phrases,

‘the empty clinging to old prejudices-is
" the hall-mark of sectarianism. This. the

international Trotskyist fraction shows
with the greatest.clarity. It may change
its “practical”. conceptions.and :outlook
but it . .therefore clings . all- the :‘more
strongly to its. threadoare dogmas.

STE s this sectarian refusal to look
facts in the face and to ‘draw the inevi-
table consequénces from these facts that
constitutes-an almost insurmountable ob-
stacle in the way of a real and thoro
reorientation of the Trotskyist political
putlook. - "Yet' even within these limits
the new.-developments within Trotskyism
have the greatest significance’ for wus
from the viewpoint of general perspective
as well- as from the v1ewp01nt of 1mme—
dlate tactrcs

A Masterpiece of Sectarianism

. The “Program of the National Unem-
ployment Conference” published in the
Daily, Worker of April 3, 1930, makes
as, clear as daylight the uttelly ultre—left
séctarian and sterile character of the
unemployment “worK and policies of the
Y. | It ‘shows that  the real content
e "new turn’’ (the ‘mock war. agamst
. ultla-left excesses”) ‘is’ merely” a
diplomatic” cover for a contmuatlon of
the ultra-left. course '

The Esttmatwn of the. Sztuatzon .

Accordlng to .the Program, Ametican
industries are already “bankrupt’—yet
the present crisis is merely a “cyclical”
crisis!
regime never 1eached such heights as in
this’ document
demonstrate in glgantlc meetlngs and
parades “but on March 6, 1930 took

place “ “Y . the greatest mass workers

demonstratlon in the hcsto'ry Yof Amer-
~And: then hag the _theory of “So- .

c1al fascism” evel reachied such helghts
as in the declaration that: “The A. F. of
L. ... has become a fascist organization.”

The Political Line of the Program .

Of course the political line of the Pro-
gram completely rejects the idea of at-
tracting and mobilizing great masses of
workers on elementary demands against
unemployment Actually the Program
‘requires more than is required of a-work-
er-to become a member of the Commu-
nist Party! Let us see. -The Program
includes: 1) the proletarian dictator-
ship; 2) -the fight against “Tovestone:

ism; 3) the support of the Comrhunist

electoral candidates; 4) the support of

The bluff policy of the present

Not only did “1,250,000 -

and affiliation to the RILU; 5) the
strengthening of the TUUL;. 6) the de-
fense of the Soviet Union and the strug-
gle against world imperialism, and 7)-
the support of the struggles of the colo-
nial masses!- This:is-a Program designed
to rally the masses of the unemploy—

‘edl PN “‘.

“ The" Program has $ome 1mmed1ate de-
mands. Insofar as they are correct, they
dare taken from our program put forward
months 4go.> The demand on punishing
“bad” policemen is‘certainly opportunlst
Tt is also to be noticed that the recogni-
tion of the USSR and the granting- of
credfts, which should be-a basic demand
in the: unemployment situation, is not
even mentloned among the demands. As
a whole the jmmediate demands are com-
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‘izations, ete:)- is.excluded.

By August Thalheimer

The Communist Opposition today wants
two things.. Within the Communist
Party it wants to replace the policy of
revolutionary phrases by a policy of
revolutionary action.” It wants to lead
the working class to united defence
against .the offensive .of -capital. It
fights for the reestablishment of the
fighting power .and the unity of  the
Communist Party. At the same time it
fights to overcome the elements.of pas-
sivity of the working class which come
as a result of the continued treachery
of reformism and the 1nab1hty of the

Communist’ Party ‘to car ry thru a revolu— '

tionary mass pol1cy

The Communist Opposmon is a. part
of the Communist Party even tho formal—
ly it is éxpelled.” For it has no basic
principles other than those of ‘Commun-
ism. The real Communist character of
a movement is determined not: by the
official seal of the Party but by the con-
tent of a policy really representing Com-
munism. - Why-has the Comunlst Oppos1-
tion then gone to the extent “of being
expelled—why “does it 110b1hze forces
outside the Palty for Commumsm‘? Be-
cause it is’ not a matter of secondary
questions but- of - the - llfe ‘or;-death”-of
Communisnr; it. is' a’ question ‘of-a. Coms=
munist policy that -will-be able to lead
the masses in revolutionary-struggle and
thus realizeé the basic principles of Com-
munism. A Commumst Party that does
not understand how to lead the masses
in its, struggle drlves itself to destruc-
tlon, isolates itself from its class, and in
fact peally gives up. Communism. .

- For -Communism- is no paper formula-"
for mechanical reproduction, it is not
a matter of mere plopaganda It is.a
manual” of revolittionary action. It is
a matter of savmg the Communist Palty
as the leader: of ‘the work]ng class

The Communist Opposition wants no
third party in between’“réformis'i’n and
Communism. For between reforrnlsm
and Connnumsm there’ exxsts onlv éen-
trism—the unity of SOCIallSL pharseolorry
with reformist. action. The. Cowmnumst
Opposvtlon fights agamst centnsm as
ideologically the most dangerous phase
of reformism. Centrism, today embodied
in the.left wing of Social-democracy, de-
vitalizes: “and weakens:the working class
even more than open reformlsm E

The Communist Opp051t10n wants no
further. splittting up of- the: ranks of ‘the
working class. . It ‘wants to  carry-thru
in :struggle a revolutionary.policy which
will make’ possiblé the -mobilization” and
unity of the working class on the basis

pletelv submerged in the ultla—left mo-
rass '

The Organizational Line of ihe Program

Instead. of working out.a:form. of: or-
ganization to rally:the unemployed:and
to unite the forces. of: the.'eniployed.-and
unemployed, organized -and unorganized,
the Program ::completely - rejects: the
united- front. :The local“unemployment
councils- are to be narrower-even-than
the TUUL to. which they are to be affi-
lated. .All contact with: the A: F: of L.
unions—*“fascist - organizations”—is - spe-
cifically - excluded. All contact.between
the unemployed and the labor” organiza-
tions (fraternal societies, women’s<organ-
:«“The unem-
ployment - movement,” .-it ~is . declared,
“must -be  linked up w1th the ‘revolu-
tionary unions at ‘all' points'.in' direct
affiliation and.thru committees of’ acmon,
et¢’”” .In the-present situation this means

absolute 1solat1on !

'*k*'

Can a' movement be establlshed on

‘suéh ‘a basis? Can‘the Coramunist Party,
with such an unbehevably ultra-left

pohcy, Win 1ts posmon ‘of ‘leadership of
the workmg class" The Party member-
ship, the’ revolutionary™ workers—must
answer!

'~ “organizations of

Yo We Want?

of Communism. This unification dan
not take place thru mere propaganda,
otherwise it would have been accomp-
lished long ago. It can only come as a
result of struggle which unites ever
broader sections of the working class in
defence of their class interests against
capital. Only real struggle can convince
the huge massés ol the working> class
of the fact that a lasting improvement
of their conditions is impossible under
the domination of capital, and that the
domination of capital cannot be broken
thru the magic spell of the democratic
ballot, thru the formal equality between
worker and. capitalist, an equality that
actually represents the most glaring in-
equality. :-Only real® struggle will con-
vince the toiling masses that. the dom-
ination of capital can only be overthrown
thru the replacement -of the class power
of the capitalists by the working class in
the Soviet state. Only mass experience
achieved thru struggle can convince these
masses. And only on the basis of this
mass cohviction can’ Communlsm tr1-
umph. . Lt

LTt is Tiot sufﬁclent to pomt ‘out the

proletarian  revoliition ‘as the ‘goali® We

must also point_ out the way  and  the
means thereto. The road .to revolution
passes thru the defence of the most ele-
mental economie, pohtlcal and cultural
interests -of the toiling masses. And the
means must. be such as to unite-and or-
ghnize:the workers against the bourgeo-

sie-and not to ‘divide and to dlsorgamze
them.

That is why the Commumst Oppos1—

_tion fights against those methods that

facilitate the splitting of the trade unions
and the draining-away of the Commun-

ists from them. It is for-this reason that

the Communist Oppos1t10n fights for the
tfansformation of the! trade. unions .into
revolutlonary class
struggle, It is for this reason that the
Commiunist Opp051t10n is opposed “to
throwmg the Soc1a1-democrat1c Worker

and the . Soc1al democratic leader 1" "

one heap of “soclal fasc1sm

The Commumst Opposmon stands for
the' “‘sharpest, most uncompromlsmg
struggle against reformism which has be-
trayed ' the working class a - hundred
times,’ is betraying it-and"will continue
to, betray it. " The workmg class” ‘will
not ‘be ‘able to. trlumph without” havmg
destroyed and annihilated”, reformxsm
To defeat 1eform1sm, however, ‘means
above all(to,convmce -the Soc1al—demo-ﬁ
cratic- worker-of: the -correctness. of -the
Communist aims and principles and-of
the Communist road of struggle.
bloody historical experlences not-only’ in
Germany but in a number of ‘other
countries shows us that the leaders. of
the Social-democracy do not shrink—
when bourgeo1s domlnatlon 1s threatened

from the.- most “brutal terror agamst
the workmg class .. Force. can,. only be.
met with- force But not-the force:of a
minority..of _the working ‘class’ can: tri-
umph—but theforce of ‘the: maJor1ty and
then -only: if “it is orgamzed and led-in
a planful manneér. The power that builds

‘“up’ and ‘consolidates the force of the

workmg class is the conviction ofthe
‘great maJorlty of the workmg class.
This’ majorlty ¢annot be reached except
be reachemg_ the workers who today Stlll
stlll has falth in- the reformlst leaders
of .. the Arader umons : :

They,must be convmced of Commun-

-y

ism. -~And. to become convmced of Com—
munism’ they ‘must: be brought into com-
mon actlon sxde by s1de w1th thelr Com—
munist fellow—workers.‘ o
- In the beginning was ‘the deed! This
applies ‘also here.: Revolutionary: action
as contrasted with»,revdl‘"ut,i.onary.ph’r_ases
is the very content of ‘that for which the
Communist Opposition fights!

Cruel -

‘for affiliation.
'puted by both ‘sides) .

For a Free Party .

Discussion

The Daily Workers announces the be-
ginning of a “Party Discussion” preced-
ing the coming VII Convention of our
Party. We know well enough what sort
of a “Party discussion” this will be. Any
attempt to raise a political question, any
serious criticism, any' question in fact
will be branded as “Lovestoneism” and
will be treated accordingly—in the ap-
proved “enlightenment method.”

Rewvolutionary Age is going to partici-
pate in the Party discussion. and to
try to .turn it into. a free discussion.
We will make this discussion .a part of
the discussion preceding. our - national
conference which is" to :be ‘held on July
4, 5;6. We are going to set aside a sec-
tion of our paper for the pre-Convention
discussion. We invite all.comrades—whe-
ther adherents of our:group or' not—to
take advantage of our. columns for dis-
cussion.. There will be full freedom  of
discussion.- The only.consideration. will
be :space. Proper precautions. will be
taken to safeguard the contributors from
victimization by . the Party burocrats.

AND THIS IS THE “COOP-
ERATIVE” CAFETERIA!

- The incident describéd in the letter be-
low took ‘place 'in - the so-called -“Cooper-
ative - Cafeterla” ‘at26-28-Utiion’ Squate:

YaTam’ a‘dlsh—washer in-the Cooperatlve‘.
Restaurant 26 ‘)8 Umon Square, New
York :

.On”April 2 19.;0 at’ two o clock in the
mormng I shpped and fell on a wet floor
and hurt my shoulder and head’ badly I
reported 1nrned1ately to the night mana-
ger (I think ‘'his name is Turchin) that I
was hurt and could not continue -my
work. -He ordered me to continue work-
ing, and. when.I couldn’t, he took off
fifty cents. from my.pay for not finish-
ing my work to three o’clock in the morn-

Police Murder:
Anti-Fascist

_The Italian worker, Carlo Mazzola was
killed and another worker, Belluzzi, was
seriously wounded at Cooper Union on
April 6,1930, when police officer Thomas
A. Lillienthal of the Mercer Street sta-
tion fired into a crowd of workers in an
attempt to- capture one of the speakers,
Armando Borghi, in order to deport him
to:Fascist Italy and to certain death.

There :were over 1,200 workers pres-
ent at Cooper Union Auditorium in a
debate on: “What will replace fascism
in Italy after its overthrow?” On the
one side was Vincenzo Vacirea, a former
Socialist Thember. of the Italian Chamber
of Deputies, and on the other Armando
Borghi, representing the Anarchist view-
point. At about five o’clock Federal
inspector Piaggia, Lillienthal and a
dozen other government officials ap-
peared -to arrest Borghi. Borghi, reil-
izing his peril, jumped among the-work-
ers and called upon them for protection.
The workers rushed forward and there-
upon Detective. Lillienthal fired murder-
ously into the crowd of workers. A
number of other workers were arrested.

ing.’

I had the .doctor come to my house for
av whole week-and could not move_out.of
my bed..  After. a week I was able to
leave. my house and then told- the boss
of the. restautrant. about the accident. I
asked: -him. to:send me.to the .Compensa-
tion: Insurance doctor, he told me to.come
next morning and.then told me-he.did
not have insurance-and could not do any—
thing, for.-me. . .- -

- Since then I have been suffermg w1th
hoadac.hes, dizziness -and ‘pains in my
shoulder, "and -am going to the .doctor
every day for treatment. . I reported. this
to the Union but they don’t seem able to
do anythmg for me. except send. me to a

lawyer.” L
: JOHN SATIR .

The Split in the

. After it had succeeded in turning the
National Miners Union into a “mass or-
ganization”: of :Party members:and clos-
est sympathizers; in reducing the -Inde-
pendent:.Shoe. Workeérs from a meémber-
ship-0f::5,000 tora.few hundred Party
members and sympathizers, in -isolating
the ‘National Textile Workers: Umion
from the actual struggles of the-textile
workers, 'and in wrecking‘ other unions
and- organizations, the leadership of the
TUUL turned. its attention to the Amal-
gamated Food -Workers. - Thru.our resis-
tance and.thru'articles:in Revolutionaty
Age we-succeeded; in- forcing the Party
and TUUL leadership to .retreat from its
policy “of split. last December. But, as
we pointed out then, so long-as the Party
line did not change generally and funda-
mentally, the danger of a split in the
AFW remained. And today we seé that
not only. hus not the danger.of a -split
disappeared but that it hac come ”back
in: a more violent form. *

:*Nowhere, is.‘thet ban.{ruptcy of the
trade union policy-*of “‘theriParty,  the
criminal -splitting*:tactics - and wild -De
Leonism more-clear than-in the present
tactics..used:in the A FCoW.

The situation is as- follows At the
conventlon of the A..F. W: last Decem-

. ber it was decided by a vote of 16 t¢ 15

to put the question of the affiliation to
the TUUL to referendum vote before the
membership. The results ‘of ‘the refer-
dum’ vote were very favorable for ‘the
TUUL. The fact:is that the TUUL made
a‘phenomenal :showing; carrying at.least
almost-half of the votes for the A. F.W.
(The actual vote is dis-

* Anybody- -with - common s’ehse' would
thlnk that ‘the' TUUL- would continue to
work within ithe ‘A:"F. W. to:win more
workers-for -its: program and try to get
a. big'and“undisputed ‘majority for the

-affiliation; thus avoiding.a split in ranks
‘fo' the’ food workers.

But this would
mean to work among non-Party workers,

“among ‘the masses, and if ‘there is any-

thing that”the present Party leadership
hates most is to work among the masses.
The present Party. leadership thrives on-
isolation and splits; they must have a

7‘FO§45{WO¥kefus |

split; they must build a new “industrial
food workers union,” to show some kind
of activity to the R. I. L. U.

The ‘best policy for the TUUL would
unquestlonably have been to consohdate
its*forces-and be prepared for the elec-
tion of the “general secretary—treasurer of
the union whzch was. to take place on
April 5, and thus get a firmer grip of
the oY gamzatlon There was ‘a great
p0551b111ty for: success because the pres-
ent 1eaders in’ the' A F. W. are divided
among themselves and theré are three
running for office. This would divide
their forces and give a fine chance to the
TUUL candldates, if there were any run-
ning.

But the TUUL decided that the locals
that are in their control should not pay
any per capita tax! The TUUL has
issued a call for a conference to form a
new .“Food Workers Industrial Union”
to take place sométime next July. ~The
left wing’ locals are thus excluded from
partlclpatmg m the elect1ons of the
Union!

WhHhether the TUUL wants to.admit it
or’ not, the spht in -the A. F. W. is a

‘clear fact waltmg the official sanction

of ‘the’ commg natlonal food workers

) conference

The spht is_ here! The criminal actmn

of the TUUL shows that its present lead-

ership runs away from the actual strug-
gle in the trade un1ons, followmg the
road of least res1stance, e, road of

‘splits, the road of- anarcho syndxcahsm,

the road of. DeLeonism.
Many cooks. from the Hotel Workers
Union. got so sick of the mechamcal con-

_trol.of the Party in the, Union that they

went in a body, to the IW'W and apphed
for' a ‘charter.to build a Hotel Workers
Branch! .

After the new split we will have three
industrial food;- workers: unions; The
National.:. Food. Workers Industrial
Union;, the A F..W. and the I. W. W.
Hotel Workers Branch, besides the A. F.
of L. locals. ‘Splitting the forces of the
Workmgclass);instead of uniting them! -
_ This is the result of the policies of the
present Party leadership in the trade
union field.
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The Tasks of

the

Trade Union Unity League‘

(We reprint below the resolution in-
troduced for the Majority Group at the
recent Metropolitan Conference of .the
Trade Union Unity League. .This reso-
lution analyses in a clear -manner the
situation in the labor movement, the
conditions and problems of. the left wing
and the false line of -the TUUL lead-
ership which has had such disastrous re-
sults. .The.resolution—which of course
was rejected by the TUUL: burocrats—
lays down a program of struggle along
which “alone the left wing can be built
up and the w orkers moblhzed for strug-
glel) .
The Offensive of Capital

The Metropolitan Area Conference: of
the Trade Union Unity League held on
March 1-2, -occurs’ during a - period of
severe ‘economic crisis. - Unemployment
in New York State, even according to
the report of the"State Labor Commis-

sioner, Frances Perkins, is greater than.

in any-other ‘state of“the Union.” "Unem-
ployment is mounting. sharply, especially
in the*building trades; ih the shoe; tex-
tile; needle and other industries.* Hun-
dreds of -thousands-of workers have be=
come permanently disemployed due to ra-
tionalization and technicdl ‘dévelopment
- The employers are. utilizing this sit-
uation by cutting the wages of these
workekrs who are-employed, and speed-
ing.them up to unbearable degree ... A
general offensive is being carried on by
the- employers- against ‘the standards of
the workers, with. the active sup‘por’t -of
thé entire reactionary,: 110~ht ng 1n ‘the
irade union movement.: E
- Thé -employers® thru: thelr agency the
United States Government, have- shar-
pened their attack against the foreign
Jorn workers . . . The Executive Council

of .the A. F. of L:-has-now come- out:

openly endorsing and supporting these
registration ; bills. These bills ajm “to
weaken the power of resistance of the
workers generally against the employers’
attack, and are especially directed
against. the most. militant section of.the

\vorklng class,.the unions of class strug—.

gle . ..

The - federal, state and mty govern-
menfs are acting as. the rnost powerful
weapon of the. employels in this attack
upon labor . . . The Hoover- -Green anti-

¢trike pact, the - gOVvernor’s comm1s51on
in the garment industry, are an 1ntegral
part of this offensive to tie the hands of
tabor, to bind it ‘submissively to the
vheels 6f cap1tal1st .eéxploitation.

These ~‘attacks against the. Worklng
class are part of.the general offenswe
of the emplovmg class to meet the sharp-
ened world competxtxon in the mad- rush
for profits.  They are an’ “attempt” to
solve the contradictions of -the. present

system of exploitation at ‘the expense of

the working class. But theSe'efforts are
leadlng headlong toward a new 1mper1al—
ist’'war and towards a new and more
intensified attack upon the Soviet Union.
In direct contrast ‘with' the United States,
the land of much boasted Hoover “pros-
‘perity,” the land where millions ‘are to-
day walking the streets, without food or
shelter, the Sov1et Union is makmg rapid
strides in ‘the building up of Socialisni,
inthe estabhshment of'a society in which
the worker ‘shall reap the -full’ beneflt of
his toil, a society in which the- e¥p101tmg
‘class w1ll be entlrely ‘abolished:’ ‘

Tt is for this Feascn”that we' \Vltness
todav a renewed attempt on a"most’ ex-
tensive “and dangerous’ scale, to 1nc1te
the  workers agamst the *Soviet Umon,
thru a campaign of slander and lying
propaoanda regarding “religious perse-
cutions:” "'In this attack upon the Work-
érs Fatherland, “the " reactionary. right
wingers, the Socialist Party, work hand
in hand with the-othier agents of cap1tal-
‘ism,” the -churches, the press “the radlo,
etc

The Policies of the TUUL
In-the: face of the increasing speed-
.up, wage ‘cuts- ‘and ‘government persecu-
-tions, unemployment\ and the growing
~dangers “of war,..the workers:are more
réady- than -before for ‘militant: struggle
agamst thelr exp101ters ’I‘hls ‘creates
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splendid opportunities for the TUUL to
give leadership and direction to the un-
organized and organized workers in their
a real, militant trade union center un-
less it provides that leadership. We
must state, however, that in spite of
these favorable conditions, those at the
head of the TUUL have not followed
the correct policies and tactics to meet
the present situation, have not given the

guidanée and direction so' badly needed.

The attack on the foreign born workers
has passed unnoticed as far as the TUUL
is concerned.
menace has not- been made a’ rallying
point for a broad struggle involving the
entire labor “movement. No real cam-
pain has been organized inside the mili-
tant and reactionary unions and among
the  unorganized workers generally,
against - the strike-breaking Hoover-
Greeén  pact... On:the fieldof organizing
the: unorganized'the‘h*ork that was 'so

well: begun: last:wyear..locally.as”well.as -

natlonally, has. not ,been followed up.

.=The! ﬁght to:win the Workers in: the. .
A T, of L. for. militant, . class. struggle =

unionismj ‘was entirely abandoned and
was replaced by:the false formula. that.
the “A.F. of 1. is a social-fascist organ-
ization -from top to. bottom.”-;For this
reason; united; front tactics which must
be utilized in order to- win. the most
backward: workers for the class struggle
on the basis of their pressing, immediate
demands has been given up . . . The
TUUL leadership has even gone so far
as to.refuse help to AFL workers on
strike, and to seriously injure 'their
striggle by -most vicious, and unwar-
ranted- attacks of the militant leadership
of the Union, at a time when this leader-
ship was under the sharpest fire of the
bossés and the rlght wing (Furmture
Workers-Union) .

In this period when we are confronted
with the most difficult and complicated .
problems (parallel. un1ons) within: the.
labor movement, ‘the present leadership
of the TUUL ‘has only ‘left-sounding
phrases and ‘séétarian p011c1es to offer..

The :TUUL leadership:s’ isolating: the .

left wing from the masses by a sectarian
line;which. expresses_itself in ‘“building”
new. industrial unions by.mere.announce-
ment.(Subway Construction, Truckmen),
by withdrawing militant workers from
existing unions which have ‘a-mass basis
and leaving:masses of workers under the
complete hegemony of the reactionary
burocracy, by mere announcement -of
general, strlkes without. any preparatlon,
ete.

The" present 51tuat10n demands unlt—y
of ~ action . of all militant proletarian
forees. ..Instead of this, however, the
TTUUL. leadership is:dividing the. forces
by bringing .in inner-party differences
and by :pursuing. a.policy :of: expulsions,
eliminations. - from -the.:. Leagues .(Milli-
nery;: Metal, ;Suitcase:1.&: -Bag),;: by zre-
movals. from. offices- of .the:new:unions,
by denying proletarian demccraey.in the
Leagues and.new unions..

of the organizations -and in -creating
demoralization in the.ranks. Proletarian
unity is absolutely .imperative. . .. -

Thework among the: Negro workers,
women workers -and the youth has been
seriously - neglected, in some' instances
leaving the field almost entlrely to. the
rlght wmg .

The Tasks of the TUUL

As a result of these 1ncorrect pOlICIQS

and- tactics, .the TUUL -and. left wing

must record.a serious loss-in.-member-
ship -and prestige among the :shoe work-
ers, garment workers, iron workers, and
in other important industries ... . This
‘Metropolitan Conference therefore .de-

.cides that it is necessary to:launch broad

united: front movements -of the workers
on such  burning issues .as -unemploy-
ment, the attack, on_.the foreign-born,
injunctions, attack.-on the Soviet Union,

-ete. . This. conference also decides upon

the. following program of action for guid-
ing and leading the workers .in their
struggles in the immediate period. .

1. Organization of the -uriorganized,

-The growing injunection.

: exploltlng ‘class

This. has, vé- "
. sulted in the narrowing down of-the base

in a serious anmd effective manner, with'

all the necessary steps for the building
of real mass organizations that can ef-
fectively fight for the workers.

" Effective steps to strengthen the
e\1st1no industrial unlons

3. Intensification of work among the
Negro- workers, the women workers and
the working youth.

- 4. The  building of mnew industrial
unions, on a mass basis, where no other
mass unions exist in the field.

5. Thé organization of the left wing
and militant elements in the A. F. of L.
and-other reactionary unions on the basis
of minimum demands of’ the class strug-
gle . .2

6. *The organization of and participa—
tion in broad umnited f¥ont campaigns in-
cluding all reactionary and reformist
organization -of the working class (A. F.
of L. unions as well) on the following
concrete issues confronting the working
class today:

a) -For work-or relief in full Wages
; ~»f01 the unemployed'

“:e) Agamst the reg1strat10n of ‘the for-
eign born! o

d) Against injuctions in labor ,dis-
sputes' )

e) ‘Aoamst the -Hoover- Green antl—
. strike pact! - -
‘) For the defense and recogmtlon of
" “the Soviet -Union!
¢) For 'a genuine ‘Labor Party to
. mobilize the workers for-the strug-
gle against the labor-smashing tac-
tics .of the federal, state, c1ty gov-
ernment! .

hl) Agamst 1mper1ahst ‘war!

‘Open Shoppers
On Labors Forces

The Southern Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation recently hired Prof. Broadus
Mitchell of Johns Hopkins University to
make a survey and prepare a report on
the question of the wunionization of
Southern workers.

The. most significant conclusions of
this report presented to .the Southern
Manufacturers Assoclatlon by Prof. Mit-
chell are:

1. The Southern manufacturers have
nothlng to fear from the orgamzatwn
campaign of the A. F. of L. leadershlp
In fact they should welcome such “organ-
ization” efforts by the A. F. of L. leader-
ship. These efforts can only help stabi-
lize the industry, steady production and
check the development of “dangerous,
disruptive forces” which might other-
-wise occur. V o

2. The National - Textile Workers
Unlon is_ condemned: in this. report but
is- today . pronounced as,no longer a po-
tent. force which.the. Southern manufac-
tufers have. “any, cause to_fear. The
Yeiison for this is given by Prof. Mitchell
to be the fact that the outstandmg, most
capable” leaders and organizers of 'the
Nationdl Textile Workers Union, those
having prestige and infiuence among the
textile workers of the country; have been
expelled from -the union.which has been
seriously . undermined by factional dissen-
tions in the Communist Party of the
United States of America. This refers
to the expulsion of the founders and
builders of the National Textile Workers
Union like -Comrades Dawson, Keller,
Weisbord;, Pires, Pelzar, Herman, Bush
and Jack Rubenstein. .

Protcstl Agamst Appomtment of

Labor;;Hatmg Judge Parker‘

The appomtment by President Hoover

of John J. Parker to the Umted States -

Supreme Court’ met with a sharp pro-
test on'the’ part of the Communist Party
(Majority Group) which has issued a
public statement on,the elevation of this
notorious-and Negro-baiting judge to the
Supreme Court bench. .

“In proposing Judge Parker for the
Supreme Court,” the statement declares,
“Pres.” Hoover has' issued an insulting
challenge to. the entire American work-
ing "class. Judge Parker is respons1b1e
for the yellow-dog contract decision of
the United States District Court against
the -striking West Virginia - miners 1in
1921, Judge Parker)s.main qualification

- for :membership..in"the ..Supreme Court;

in. the. eyes.of President: Hoover .and. the
Whom he . Tepresents

ano serves lb

J acket Coal Company agalnst the Westr:

V r<r1n1a mxners

“The workers have not, forgotten that it
was Judge Parker who threw’ the full
weight” of the United States District
‘Court’against the coal diggers who made
thetheroic march ‘from Mingo to Logan
County -in spite-of the combined -forces
of the coal operators private gunmen:and
the - strike-breaking militia in govern-

ment uniform. Parker is a sworn enemy

of, labor ~and is an. untlrlng strlke-
breaker I

< Ttiis, no acc1dent that the Repubhcan

Judge Parker representmg ‘the new ‘big

business’ interests of thé' South”has re-
‘peatedly “declared his bltter hostility to
thé Negroes ‘and has -put himself on
record agaiiist the right of the Negroes
to vote. As a loyal servant of the capi-
talist class Parker holds that the Negroes
are “dangerous péople” and should there-
fore bé denied the*-franchise. - That is
why Judge Parker supported an amend-
ment to the North Carolina State con-
stitution to dlsquahly Newroes from vot—
ing.

.In making sthis nomination of : Judcre
Parher for the :Supreme. Court.. bench
Hoover only . further exposes, the. fact

" that the Repubhcan Party, as. Well as the

Democratic Party, is-an 1mplacable foe
of the Negro masses. . . .

Every Negro worker can now _see the
ugly face of thé hypocritical Republican
Party which has for many years ps#sed

s “liberator”-and “friend” of the col-
ored toiling people. v

The Communist Party of the United
States of ."America. (Majority ~Group)
calls upon all- “workers everywhere' to
condemn this act of wanton strike-break-
ing by Hoover. We urge all workers
and their organizations to raise a mighty
voice of protest against the appointment
of the labor-hating Judge ParKer to the
United States Supreme Court. -

The proposal to appoint such a no-

. torious enemy of labor to the Supreme

Court bench will steel the determina-

“tion of the ‘workers to flght more enex-

getically than “ever..

. To this statement ‘which was sent to
hnn, ‘Senator Overman, the chairman of
the Senate Judiciary: Committe, replied
declaring  that he would “file this pro-
test with the committee,” that he thought

“a great deal of misinformation has been

given-as to Judge. Parker’s position on
labor,” ‘and that so far as he (Senator
Overman) was .concerned, he was “in-
clined to have.him confirmed.” .

The reply of Senator .Overman clearly
exposes the whole fraud of .capitalist
democracy. ‘- The pretense of holding the
hearing .to get all the facts before. mak-
ing a decision is shown here véry plainly.

President Green of the American Fed-
eration of Labor in his “protest” against
the. appointment of Parker very signifi-
cantly failed to mention even one word
about the anti-Negro attitude of Judge
Parker. .Apparently . the ' reactionary
trade union-burocrats:are -in:agreement
with--Judge Parker on thisrquestion. -~

- With: the :appointment:of -Judge Par-
ker the United States. Supréme Court
will contain a’larger number of avowed
ultr. ‘*eactlonary Jjudge than it has ever
bef ejhad The Supreme Court now is
droppmv more and more its mask and
showxng its hand in the open as one ‘of
“the: most “important strlkebreakmg agen-

. cles of the Amencan capitalist. class

<

[n the Communist Internhational

_“The International Information of the
Communist Opposition reports: From
March 17 to March 19 there took place
in Berlin—upon the initiative of the
Central Committee of the CP of Sweden
—a. discussion between the delegates of
this. Party (Samuelson, Kilboom and

‘ . Spaneberg) ‘and the National Council
‘of the Communist Party of Germany
-(Opposition).

In this discussion there
took part the former member of the
ECCI, M. N. Roy, and A. Neurath of
the Communist Opposition in Czecho-
slovakia.

The dlscussmn included the questlons
of the international situation of the Com-
munist Opposition. There were detailed
reports on the condition®of the- indivi-
dual opposition groups in the sections: of
the Comintern. The basic line in rela-
tion to the Comintern, to the Social-
democracy and to the various groupings
in a number of countries was considered.

In the discussion there relgned com-
plete unanimity on the necessity of the

In Canada

" The Plenum of the Central Committee

“of the Communist Party of Canada,

which was supposed to have taken place
some weeks ago, has been postponed in-
definitely in order to give the Party lead-
ership the opportumty of getting rid of
(by suspensions and expulsions) of all
members of the Central Committee who
are suspected of having differences of
opinion. As we indicated some time ago
a number of suspensions and expulsions
have. already taken place, including the
suspension of Jack Macdonald former
secretary of the Party and member of
the Pulboro. Now a step further has
been taken. Jack Margolies, member of
the CC, well known in the Toronto labor
movement, has been suspended and rec-
ommended for expulsion. The crisis is
sharpening in Canada and the develop-
ment of an opposition movement is tak-

ing place.
* ¥ K

"‘New Methods”

Nothing indicates the bankruptey
of the official Party line so much
as their complete refusal to discuss the
issues. and their resort to hooligan meth-
ods and physical attacks on meetings and
individuals as a method of “conviction.”
This is already well known in the United
States, where the Party burocracy. went
to th extent of breaking up a Ruthenberg
Memorial Meeting. .at the very same
moment that the police were breaking up
Party and unemployment. meetings.

The. United States is not the only coun-
try where the bankruptcy of the official
lihe leads them to these methods. This
is an international occurrence, indicating
a policy emanating directly from the
leaders of the Communist International.
In Germany, where the .rebellion.of the
Party membership against the ultra-left
line .of the leadership- of the Party and
the C.I. has created consternatlon in
their ranks, the Party leadershlp has Te-
sponded with a new campaign.of perso-
nal violence agalnst comrades.of the Op-
position, attempts. to break up meetings
and to prevent the Party membership
from discussing and’ thinking.

In ‘Hamburg, Berlin, Chemnitz, Liep-
zig and other cities, attempts were
made to break up meetings..of the Op-
position and also of non-Party. organiza-
tions where Opposition comrades were
speaking. In Berlin,.a group of youth
comrades on their way to a train for an
excursion, at midnight, were attacked by
an .organized group of loyalites with
kmves, blackjacks and .brass knuckles.
Nine comrades were wounded by knife
thrusts and had to receive medical at-
tention: In.Chemnitz, Comrade Wetter-
man,’ 50—year old Communist, a revolu-
tionist for thirty years, was attacked by
eight* loyahtes wh11e on "his way home
from a meeting. - “He was beaten to the
ground’ ‘and trampled and klcked brutal—

An Important International AMeeting‘

international consolidation of all- those
Communist opposition groups which—
standing on the fundamentals of the
Communist International-—are fighting
against the ultra-left course of the pres-
ent Comintern leadership and are striv-
ing to restore the Comintern to health
and growth.

It was decided to transmit to the lead-
erships of the various opposition groups
the Address of the CPG-Opposition” to
the Executive and members of the Com-
intern with the obJectlve of achlevmg a
common declaratlon

.For .the purpose of " developmg the
necessary orgamzatwnalvconnectmns of
the international opposition there was
established an information center of the
opposition in Berlin.. It was decided that
the International Information of the
Commainist Opposition; hitherto issued
by the CPG-Opposition, should in the
future appear regularly monthly under
the joint respomsibility of the various
groups. '

Krupskaya with Opposition?

Repeated reports from various sources
seem to indicate that Nadezhda XKrup-
skaya, the widow of Lenin, has changed
her formerly conciliatory position into
open support of the so-called “right” op-
position in the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union! It is declared that at the
recent conference of the Moscow Party
organization she appeared as leader of
the “right” opposition against the line

of the Central Committee.
RN

Big Victory for
Czech Opposition

According to an Inprecor report, the
Communist : Party of -Czechoslovakia
(Opposition) has managed to capture the
world-famous daily paper, the Reichen-
berger Vorwaerts. This paper, published
in German, is. one of the oldest revolu-
tionary proletarian papers in Europe
and was one of the very few Social-
democratic papers .to fight the imperial-
ist war. The passing over of this paper
to the Communist. Opposition marks a
great achievement in the international
opposition struggle.

Leninbund Splits

' For the last several months a bitter
factional struggle has been ragmg in
the Lenwinbund, the German Trotskyist
organization. From ‘a pohtlcal view-

point the struggle broke out 1n connex

tion with the Soviet-Chinese crisis. . As
we_already reported in a past issue. of
Revolutionary Age, Trotsky and the Rus-
sian (Trotskyist) Opposition came out
for unconditional defence.of the- USSR
while the majority .of the Leninbund took
a position of . qualified support, if sup-
port at all. From this the controversy
developed very far and took in the whole
character of the Soviet state and the

perspectives of the Russian revolution..

The majority of the Leninbund (Utr-
bahns) took a position that amounted to
‘declaring that the Soviet state was-al-
ready no longer’ really a- class state of
the proletariat but was beginning to be
dominated by class. enemy elements (a
consistent  Thermidoriuan position ).
Trotsky, the Russian Opposition, and
the minority of the Leninbund (Gry-

ly. In Erfurt, Comrade Schmidt- was,

attacked by a half dozen loyalites on.the
street. He was knocked . unconscious
from blows on the head and knife
thrusts. He was then robbed of all his
money and documents. . Taken to a doc-
tor by workers, and having received
treatement, he was on his way home
when he was again attacked and several
of his teeth knocked out. Still on his
way home, and on the same day, Com-
rade Schmidt was attacked a third tune,
his bandages were torn off and he was
knocked "unconscious: The ‘editor of ‘a
Party paper, W. Kopps, in, commenting
on thls incident, declared These people
must be ktlled”’ .

At a. meetmg m Berlm Where Com-
rade. Brandler spoke, 4. number of, loyal-
ites came to. the meeting and seated
themselves in the front of the room.
While Comrade Brandler was speaking,
and at a given signal, these loyalites
rushed the platform and made a con-
certed attack upon Comrade Brandler,
was so severely wounded that he had to
be taken to a hospital for treatment.

We have given a few examples above
of the methods that the present leader-
ship forces upon the*Party membership.
Not -only are .meetings broken up but
personal;attacks are.made on individual
comrades.of,-the .Opposition:. The Com-
munist Party of Germany (Opposition)
has issued a call to the Party member-
ship to refuse to participate in these
anti-Communists activities of the buro-
crats.” At the same time steps have been
taken to organize a self- defense organ-
ization to protect meetmgs and, comrades
against assaults..

in Germany
lewicz, Joko) took the position that.altho
the Soviet state was still a proletarian
state it was being dominated by Thermi-
dorian elements, ie., by the organizers
of counter-revolution. There also arose
questions as -to the estimation of the
recent declarations of Rakovsky and the
Russian Trotskyites; Urbahns declared
that-they strengthened capitulatory ten-
dencies while Trotsky ‘and his - friends
denied this categorically. Then the con-
troversy passed on to German questions
(participation in elections, “new Party”
tendencies in Leninbund, ete.) but these
questions never figured very largely. The
factional struggle grew . sharper and
sharper. Trotsky sent a personal repre-
sentative (the Austrian, Kurt Landau)
to Berlin, but in vain. The acuteness
grew.- Trotsky began to refer to Ur-
bahns and his followers in no-uncertain
terms—“shameless :corruption,” “going
to Social-democracy,” ete., ete. It is well
known that Trotsky recently published
1 phamphlet, The Defence of the Soviet
Union and the Opposition, directed
against Urbahns. This pamphlet was
published in Germany by Grylewicz who
practically set hlmself up -as a group
(Bolshev1k-Len1n1st Left Communists)
within a group in the Leninbund. Under
such circumstances it was natural that
the National Council of the Leninbund,
meeting in Berlin on February 23, de-
cided unanimously against one vote, to
expel Joko and Grylewicz from the Len-
inbund. This step also -signalized the
break. -with Trotsky and the Russ1an
Trotskyltes

The developments Wlthm 'Trotskylsm
of. which- the split in the:Leninbund, or
‘rather its break with Trotsky is a part,
is not an isolated event_but' has its mani-
festations ‘all over the. world, wherever
there are Trotskyists groups. This
issue of Revolutionary Age contains
an analytic article dealing with these

recent developments in the world Trot-
sylst movement

_Opposition in

Lithuania

First reports indicate that the recent
sharp discussions on tactical questions in
the Communist Party of Lithuania have
led to a split. The opposition charges
that the ECCI and the Central Commit-
tee of the CP of Lithuania refuse to
consider the special conditions and class
relations in Lithuania in laying down a
line of policy. It charges that the CC
organizes actions which, under present
conditions, can only lead to purposeless
waste of forces and needless sacrifices.
The opposition has already started or-
ganizational work (organized groups,
etc.) and is beginning to work out a
program. - Further information will be
available in a short time.

E T I
Elections in France

The Humanite (official organ of the
Communist Party of France) repor.ss
that in the elections in St. Denis (a sub-
urb of Paris) the Communist Party tie-
ket (with Doriot at the head) beat the
reactionary ticket (with Barthelemy at
the head) by a vote of 7,800 to 7,203.
It further goes on to say that this vie-
tory was achieved “in spite of the des-
perate efforts of the reactionaries who
were supported by the Social-democra.s
and by the opportunist renegades!” Sim-
ilar reports have found their way into
the German' Rote Fahne and in the Arm-
erican official Comununist press.

The figures given by Humanite are
correct. It simply omits the following
two significant facts: 1) that the CP
ticket emerged victorious only becau:ze
the “opportunist renegades,” who had re-
ceived 1,640 votes on their list’ (the
“Workers and Peasants Party” list) in
the first. vote, withdrew in the second
voting and endorsed the CP ticket in
order to prevent the victory of the reac-
tionary  ticket; and 2) that in spite of
this—and in spite also of the final en-
dorsement of even the Social-democrats
who also withdrew their list—the CFP
ticket lost exactly 1,000 votes as coin-
pared with May 1929!

Neither does the official Party press
point-out in the recent elections in Bei-
‘gerac the .CP vote decreased from 4,2C7
to 1,691 while the.Social-democratic vole
rose -from 4,700 to 6,300. Similarly in
the Department- Eure et Loire the Com-
munist vote.fell from 827 to 232. The
same. tendency—rapid isolation—is visi-
ble in-all recent elections.

- lllllnllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll:nﬂl

WATCH FOR IT!.

What's Happening in the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union?

.By Jay Lovestone.

: Including important documents,

facts and material

10 cents a copy.

AN NS E NN ANE OO ENENAEEA NN EEEAREEEEENRENETE

Smgle c0p1es 25 cents.

’ 37 East;,28 . St.

: " INTERNATIONAL :
INFORMATION OF THE COMMUNIST 'OPPOSITION

Issued for the representatives of the: International Opposition
‘ by M. N. Roy and August Thalheimer

In the first number there are reports on: Germany, Czechoslovakia, Sweden,
England leand the United States, China, and India.
: Issued monthly for the present

REVOLUTIONARY AGE
Room 807

Yea1ly subscription: $2.00

New York City

— —




IllllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIllllllllllllllllllllll.l!lllIllllIllllllllllllllllIIIlIlllll.‘Il.Ill.II.llllllllllIllllllIllllll'llllln-lllll.lllilllﬂllll!llllllIlllllllllll

[n the American Commumst Movemem

March 6 in Detroit

by WILLIAM MILLER

The first lesson of Leninism is that
under all circumstances there must be
made an "estimation of conditions and
events as they are. Bluff and exaggera-
tion lead to demoralization and defeat
of the working class movement. The
unemployment -demonstration ‘held on
March 6 in Detroit is ‘an e‘(ample in
pomt

First as “to some techmcal questions.
" The demonstration was called on one of
the smallest squares in the heart of the
downtown district. A thousand workers
fill the square. The very location of this
small square, as every worker could see,
put everything in favor of the police and
made it difficult, to. carry out any. objec-
tive. The capitalist papers saw this’and
commented upon it. From every view-
point the choice. of a place for the dem-
onstration iwas. very bad especially’ as
much better places (Grand Circus Park,
Madison Square and Second’ Boulevald
Park) were ‘available!.

Now as to the demonstratlon itself.
It was very poorly orgamzed It was
leaderless and no real effort was made to
speak to the workers. Among those few
who did dare to do something and were
arrested, the leaders were consplcuously
absent, especially. the “revolutionary”
gold brick salesman, Jack. Stachel who,

by the way, went. into hiding two days
before March 6 upon “the rumor. that the
city detectives were, “looking ~for him.
Somehow this future “Lenin of America”
“convinced” the membership that they
could not afford to take a chance of his
being arrested!

After it was all oyer and flndmg it
was safe to come out of his hiding hole,
the coward and faker, Jack Stachel who
hastily gathered what information he
could from his reporters, and the after-
noon press, sent that same afternoon to
the Daily Worker a telegram full of ex-
agerations, bluff and bombast’ about “the
demonstration. He nelther saw nor took
part in the’ demonstratlon at alll:

Following is the wire sent to the Dazly
Worker:

“QOver 100, 000 workers,. mcludmg thou-
sands from the automobile factories and
other shops answered the call of the Tom-
munist Party to demonstrate today on
World Unemployment Day—the demon-
stration reached its height at one o’clock,
when 25;000-workers succeeded in gather-
ing in Campus Martius.” - Hundreds of
banners were displayed and speake'rs be-
gan to address the workers.” =

The facts are that about 75, 000 were
out on the streets, of this number about
30,000 were workers who responded to
the call and-the other 45,000 were people
from the downtown stores and office
buildings let out for lunch hour. As to
“including thousands” from the automo-
bile factories and other shops, this is the
biggest bluff and fake that no one but
the super-salesman, Jack Stachel, would
try to get away with it, but that is the
new line! From the facts that we could
gather practically every comrade who
had a job was working on that day, in
spite of the general strike call. The
question was raised later in the Party
what to do with those who did not obey
the order to quit work on that day. As
to thousands of workers quitting their
jobs on that date for the purpose- of
demonstrationg,.as the report tries to.im-
ply, this is a fake dished .out for -ob-
vious. purposes.
lay off for such an occasion w1th mass

unemployment and thousands: ready ‘to
take their-jobs would mean getting fired:

immediately. Most of the factoriés

‘warned their employees about laying off’

‘on March 6 and in some of ‘the places
they. issued special passes to the workers

‘on that date to:be- better able to. check

up on those who dared to lay off. -
As. to .the. 25,000 being present in
Campus Martius Square, this is just so
much tommyrot.
demonstration was..so-much as a handful
of workers allowed to approach th1s
Square. © " WS R
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Workers. know. that to.. wear.-

At no time during thé

There was no such a thing as hun-
dreds of banners displayed. A few. pla-
cards were displayed for a.moment  or
two, being. destroyed by .police or 'hid
under. their coats again.

How . could anyone address the Work-
ers? There were no platforms or.soap
hoxes of any kind to be seen. Surely
there weren't any on the Campus Mar-
tius as no one was allowed to approach
it. “There were a number of isolated
disturbances as the agitators went to-
ward the park. Several climbed poles
and tried to make speeches, others would
rush out from the walks and display pla-

‘cards to the occupants of buses. Mounted

police invariably succeeded in .quieting
these - outbursts.” (Detr01t Ffree Press
on March-7, 1930)

"As¥a, protest from ° the unemployed
workers, it- was splendld But ‘as an
organized” dentonstration it was a ‘fiasco.
There*was no leadership given® to*'the
whole affair. It was ealled for in a place

.which was obvious to anyone that it-was

impossible to hold a demonstration of
any proportion. Not .one of the leaders
tried to address the workers; while the
chief faker, Jack 'Stachel, went into
hiding! o E
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Gitlow Speaks at
Self-Educ. Club

- To the.recent meeting. of thse -Self
Educational Club of Williamsburg on
Friday, .April 4, called to discuss the
question of unemployment, three speakers
had been invited:  Comrade Benjamin
Gitlow, one from the TUUL and_one

from Brooklyn . Unemploymeént: Council.

Only Comrade Gitlow found it “worth his
while to come; altho letters (which" came
back unopened) and a telegrar *(which

“was” not answered) were: sent to the TU-

UL B B
When thé meet 1ng opened Mary Duke

”the chairman, after some preliminary re-

marks introduced Comrade Gitlow.

~+No sooner.was he introduced than up
jumped a loyalite yelling: “Gitlow is a
traitor and a renegade to the working
class. because he was expelled from .the

.Communist Palty J call on all workers

to walk out in protest.”
At this, quite evidently a signal agreed
upon in advance, up jumped about 15

loyalites, all of whom did not belong to

the club‘and walked out *waving their
hands and yelling in an attempt to-dis-
rupt and break’ up. the meetiig. The

non-Party workers.were very angry at

this action especially since theragreement

to have a . joint discussion:. had. been made

by everybody _on the,.executive board
which included Party. members. “Not a
single one walked out with the splitters.
After the house was “cleared” the meet-
ing settled down to business. Comrade
Gitlow delivering a stirring and instruec-
tive talk on the unemployment problem.
After questions,  discussions and sum-
mary, a resolution was introduced which
was enthusiasticaily accepted without a
single dissenting. voice by. the hundred
Workers_present.
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CHANGES IN BOSTON

‘The leadersmp in the Boston dlstrlct
is changing section organizers like’ under-
In: the .Chelsea section .Comrade
Shore took the place of Grabir, who has

-beeni” section organizer for years, and

now Comrade Clara Halpern has taken
Shore’s place. In the Roxbury section

“Roisen took the . place of Samnerib, who

has“been the ‘organizer for a number of
years, but now Joe Resnick -has taken
Roisen’s place: © The.: units do not meet
regularly Attendance is weak. There
is no poh‘rlcal dlscussmn, only instrue-
tions from the top. Comrades do not
dare to open their mouths afraid of be-
ing' branded as “Lovestoneites.”.” That

1s the present situation 1n thls district.

Ce T =B P.

What of the Plenum?

It was once the custom in the .the
Party, under its former leadership, to
make the Party Plenum. an inspiration
point for the entire activity of the Party
during the - coming period. .Today a
Party Plenum assumes the atmosphere
of a mysterous seance which .the Party
1eadersh1p, for reasons of its own, keeps
hidden from the forbidden view of the
Party membersh1p Why, once these
would even be open sessions of CC Plen-
ums where the membership could profit
by the discussion of important questions.

But that was in the second period, alas!

There is apparertly no thesis forth-
coming from the secret Plenum (March
29-April 3). All of the decisions
were. unammous—the unan1m1ty of the
graveyard ‘The path was cleared for
‘motre’ expulsmns in+ Chicago ' (Held and
Cline) in order: to” make that city a
stronger fortress. for Browder "the new
leader of the American Party The idea
of opening feeding stations for the un-
employe’d" ‘was suddenly” deriounced ‘as
“opportunistic.” It is very clear that
little.of a guldlng or political character
can be expected of this Plenum, which
is but another example the low spirit
which ‘the Party has reached under 1ts
present leadership.

The only thesis the Plenum dared to
adopt was one on the Economic and
Political Situation in the South, which
was a weak mixture of opportunism
coupled with the usual “left” phrases
about the “right of the workers-to self-
defense,” “disarming of ‘fascist bands.”
A more detailed discussion of this thesis
will follow in _the next issue: . - -~ -

. theizr positions.

AnotherWave of EX-

pulsions in the Party

Another wave of expulsions has hit
the” Party. A short time ago ‘Albert
Welsbord “first secretary of the National
Textile Workets Union and leader of the
gréat Passaic strike, was expelled. First
he was suspended from the Party oh
pure frame-up charges. The real Treason,
‘of comse, was Welsbord’s growing op-
position to the dangerous policies of the
Party leadership. Comrade Weisbord
appealed against his suspension to the
Executive Committee of the Communist
International. The answer of the CI was
to expel Weishord right off. Weisbord
was not even notified of his expulsion
but ‘first heard of it when his unit ex-
cluded him from 1ts meetings.

At the same time Vera . Bush, one of
the orlgmal Gastoma defendants, Was
also- expelled. : e,

Followmg out” the 1nstructlons of the
CI for “cleansing the Palty of all op-
portunist elements” the Party leadership
has expelled Comrade Gitz, Christman
and Kustis—for years militant fighters
among the food workers and leaders of

the splendid struggle of the cafeteria.

workers last year.

In Chicago an eruption has also tuken
place. 1. Held, meniber of the Central
Control Commission and of the Chicago
District Committee, and Paul Cline, mem-
ber of the Chicago District Committee,
have ‘both been warned by the recent
Plenum, after having been removed from
In:Chicago a number of
other suspens101ls haye‘ taken place. :

The Cr1s1s 1n the Flnmsh Coopcratwcs

The “chaifi “of “consumers cooperatlves
-ih-Northefn Michigan, Northern Wiscon-
sin, > and:- Northern - Minnesota, which
unite -about. 20,000 Finnish workers and
poor farmers, has always been one of the
largest mass organizations under the
ideological leadership of the Communist
Party and has always constituted an im-
portant support for the revolutionary
struggle in this country. For the last
few years these cooperatives have been
thriving and their real (not formal). re-
lations with the Communist movement

.growing closer and closer.’

It was of course impossible that the
new sectarian course of the Party should
pass over this great organization with-
out doing it at.least some damage. Just
the reverse: for obvious reasons, the
Finnish consumers' cooperatives became
one of the first fields, for the Wreckmor
pohcles of ‘the’ new’ leadershlp '

Accordmg to the new ultra-left theor-
ies the mass orgamzatlons have no 11ght
to be non—Party organizations;. they must
be. converted openly and .formally. into
auxiliaries or even departiments of..the
Party. This is what .has . been
done to the International Labor Defence,
to the new unions and to other “non-
Party” organizations with the result that
these -organizations are being wrecked.
This is What was attempted against the
Finnish cooperatlves—but fortunately 1t
has failed.

‘ The first mamfestatlon of the new line
Was apparently non-pohtlcal ? It was
“merely ‘a “financial” matter: the Party
fraction was instructed by the Secretar-
iat of the Central Committee  of the
Party to-have the Cooperative. supply
the Party.with several thousand dollars,
by “whatever methods possible!” The
attitude .of the Party leaders to an or-
ganization composed overwhelmingly of
non-Party workers is ‘shown .in the fol-
lowing extract from:the official letter:

“The . cooperatives situated in New
York have. already dome their best. to
support and help the Party. (Wu:h what

results?!! E'dztor) You have been saved .
up to the present moment because of . the’

distancée which sepamtes you from the
center; but this distance cannot be a

bcw rier against the P(M ty s rights to util-
ize the conmection for the best interests
of the Party.” .

Because of the depressed economic
situation in the country and for other
external reasons, the financial situation
in the Central Cooperative- Exchange
was very difficult and-the “orders” of
the -Secretariat, to which some other
“orders”™ from the Trade Union Unity
League had been added, could not be
carried thru without disasterous results.
In fact the Central Cooperative - Ex-
change (CCE) was actually borrowing
money itself. This is what the Secretar-
iat was infermed by -Comrade George
Halonen, the Educational Direc¢tor of the
CCE. But this of course meant nothing
to the leadership of 'the Party which de-
termined to utlhze 1ts rlghts regard-
less -of everything. . -

ST must be reahzed that the questlon
at’ issue’was only’ superficially ‘a “finan-
‘cial” ‘one: Bas1cally it was—and 1s—a_
politicul question:” whether the coopera-
tives aré to be’ régarded as broad.mass
non- Palty orgdnizations or whether they
should be ‘treated as appendages and
auxiliaries to the Party. The importance

of the individual issues sinks into ‘the
background when compared with the
great issué at stake: the attitude to and
the tacties within mass orgamzatmns

Days and weeks of negot1at10ns fol-
lowed Comradé M. Tennhunen came to
New York and was “convinced.” A.cable
came from the Communist Party of Fin-
land to the American Finnish comrades
to whip them into line. Robert Minor
went out to Superior for the CC and to-
gether with Karl -Reeve, the’ District
Organizer, attempted in vain to force'the

fraction to take the road of smashlngv

the cooperatives. ~The fraction éver-
whelming reJected their- proposals. Com-
rade-Reeve’s: speech showed very clearly
the real pohtlcal characte1 of the con-
troversy B

“The Secretariat feels that the removal
of Halonen 18 nécessary in.order to bring
the- cooperatwes closer.to the Party and
to f'Lght the. rwht wing danger. This s
a polztwal not .a personal matter. . ...

This™ déecision (of the Secretariat) is

“The Y.C.L. on March 6th”

By JACK RUBENSTEIN

Under this-title L. leak the present
political leader of the Young Communist
League, wrote an-article which was pub-
lished in the March 27 issue of the Daily
Worker. .. This article shows in the clear-
est manner the lack of League leadership
of the youth on. March-6..

Despite the fact that the Party and
Leagie did ‘not maké the struggle
against unemployment. the central issue
and overshadowed the-appeal to the un-
employed with slogans of “General Pol-
itical Strike,” “Down with the Govern-

. ment,” “Fight the Police,” etc:, tens-of
-.thousands turned out to the unemploy-
- ment demonstration thruout.the country.

Many came out of real interest’ to' see’
what the Communists had to offer to

Telieve unemployment. Unfortunately the

Party’s ‘methods were such that they

gave our-class enemy the chancé to'say

that we are not really interested in the

‘unemployed but “are only intérested in

the revolution” -(statement to’ the press
by Amter). In spite of all this, however,

“the Party was able to make itself heard

by a large number of workers. This
<cannot be said about the League. The

.League as an organization of the work-

ing youth, leading the youth was. total—
1y absent. -

The basic reason 1s the League s, lack
of youth policy in practlce and its shar-
ing of the wrong estimate of the Party
regarding the mood, of the masses, of the

young workers.

The claim is. made that 20() 000 young
workers . participated in the March -6
demonstrations. This is ridiculous. Also
it must be clearly pointed out that what-
ever young workers did participate did
not do so as young workers. nor were
they mobilized on the basis of any youth
demands which the YCL propagated, nor
was it in answer to the call of any youth
organizations, such as the youth -sec-

tions of the trade unions or of the Un
employed Councils, etec.

It is not so long ago that the League
announced.a “new turn.” It was declared
that the League would now "tignt
“left danger” and would turn its atten-
tion to the mass of young workers. Ri-
jak’s article shows the real meanmg of
this “new turn.”

He ‘admits that: “The Y. C. L. did not
participate as an independent. force . . .

‘The League failed to organize the youth

into- the unemployed councils. . . .No
separate activity of youth. . .The youth
department of the TUUL dld very little
i .Not one youth conference. . .Very

‘few districts visited workingeclass yoluth
‘organizations. .

.The League almost com-
pletely failed to carry propaganda. . .to
the armed: forces. ~.-.Strong underground
mood. . .Failuré to even ‘issue special
youth leaflets. . .The-directives from the

‘National Commzttee to the districts and

from the .districtsto -the- units were ot

" sufficient and concrete enough ?

Despite all of these admissions of Ri-
jak, he has the nerve to state in the same
article: “In speaking of the role of the
Young Communist League played on
March 6, we can 'st‘ate that in comparison
with other campaigns, the YCL has made
the best showing in the preparatory work
as well as on March 6.7 -

Selfcriticism can be the most valuable

“education and’ stimulation for. commumst
~work .provided we learn. from our mis-

takes and take steps to prevent their
recirrence. To point out old mistakes

‘repeatedly without being able to.show

some improvement as well as the source
of the mistakes makes of self .criticism
an empty gesture breeding more mis-
takes

The League comrades must reahze that
the reason that the League has not been
able to take the lead of the unemployed
youth grows out of the present leftist
sectarian League policy ‘which has isol-

On to the National
Conference

The February Plenum of the National
Council of the Communist Party (Ma-
jority Group) decided to call the First
National Delégate Conference of the CP-
Majority Group for July 4. This con-
ference will mark a big step forward in
the struggle for the unification of the
Communist forces in the U. S. A. and
internationally.

A circular has already been sent out
to all-organizations of the CP-Majority

- Group on the technical arrangements

for the Conference, number of delegates,

-ete. The National Conference will be
‘preceeded -by District Conferences

Preceding the Conference there will
be a' period of discussion, which has al-
ready opened. The discussion takes place
on: 1) the Draft Thesis presented to the
February Plenum; 2) the resclution on

The Crisis in Cominunist Internutional . .

and the International Opposition Move-
ment, and 3) the resolution on The Siiu-
ation in the YCL and Qur Tasks. This
material has already been sent out to
the organizations in manuscript form
and will soon appear as a pamphlet. It
is suggested that the discussion center
around such problems as: the crisis in

the -Communist International, the Labor:
Party, “new - developments :in ‘the  labor’
movement, the-situation: of our group, jts -
For:" the
discussion: Revolutionary Age W1ll,open a

shortcomings and: tasks, .ete.

Watch for the

Coming Issues!
Gastonia—One Year After
By Vera Bush

America Today,
by Jay Lovestone
-

- Wall Street’s. Labor Lieutenants and the

Coming War,
A startling exposure
. & ,
The Problems of Negro Life in America

‘The beginning of a series of articles

2

Towards a Change of Policy in the

Needle Trades

¥ .
The Crisis in the Communist Interna-
tional and the Internatlonal Opposxtlon
Movements,
Resolution of the February Plenum of
the CP-Mgjority Group

discussion- section ~beginning with the

next issue.. Comrades are urged to send
in their articles which must be limited
to 500 words. Forward to the National
Conference! Make it a milestone in the
development of our movement!

ated the league. March 6 offers much
food for thought to the League members

and young workers. The political lessons -

must be drawn and a real change of
policy and leadership forced thru.

PRENDERGAST GETS
REWARD

Wm. A. Prendergast, formerly chair-

man of the Public Service Commission,

has become a general partner in the

- ‘banking and brokerage firm of W. C.

Langley & Co.” The specialty of the
firm is marketing public utility shares
and financing wtility companies. As Mr.

Langley declares the choice is “a most-
A happy one” for the public utility interests.

based upon the Open Address: of the CI;
it is @ CI decision!
“I have read artzcles in the Pyramid

’Bullder (the official English organ--of

the Central Cooperative Exchange). They
present an ideal about a mew :society.
They are second period articles. Now we
are living. in the third period. . . . In the
courses (educational courses organized
by the cooperatives) the ABC. of Com-
munism is given. This is the second pe-
riod method. Now in the third period
the students should have been. taught
how to fight. . .

“The decision is: Halonen is to be re-
moved and W. Harju to be put into his
place; Rissanen is to be removed from

the Tyomies and Wuorela w to be put

into his place - - = -

It is clear that at the bottom of the
crisis in the--cooperatives -is: .the -same
“third period” ‘idiocy that ‘characterizes
the line of the Party and the Comintern
everywhere.

- It did not take long for Comrade
Williams, one of the Ecci representa-
tives then in the USA—and the Ecci
delegation was of course fully respon-
sible for the. wrecking line of the Party
—to go to Superior but he refused to
see Comrade Halonen or to speak to him
on the ground. that Comrade Halonen

who was.still a member of the Party,.

was a “social-fascist.” The Party buro-

‘crats attempted to seize and destroy the

Pyramid Builder and to accomplish by

force what they could not by argument.

But. in vain! The overwhelming majority
of the Party comrades reJected the hne
of the Party.

The expulsion of George Halonen and

of the vast majority of the Party frae--
.. The over- .

tion followed immediately. . r
whelming majority of the Party fraction
—the backbone of the district—was -ex-~
pelled. The open struggle to disrupt the
cooperatives and the Party was begun by
the CC.

Immediately a bitter campaign opened .

up against the expelled comrades. A
special editor (Martilla) was appointed
on the Tyomies to conduct the offensive
against the cooperative, leaders. . Today
17,456 column-inches of space in the
Tyomtes have been given up to this cam-
paign. Karl: Reeve lssued a‘ mamfesto

to the Party members, workers and poor
farmers against Halonen and CCE, which
is a masterpiece of hot air, bombast and
the mnarrowest - sectarianism. We are
inforined that Halonen:is a “right-wing-
er” because he- buys goods for the co-
ogeratives ‘from- the trusts and is -thus
“not aiding. . .to-fight against the agri-
cultural crisis.” The-expelled comrades
are called “class enemies of the workers,”
“agents of American imperialism,” etec.
Reeve’s understanding of how to ap-
proach backward workers is well shown
in the slogan that concludes the mani-
festo: “For a close connection of the co-
operatives. . .with the Communist Party,
political leader of the workz‘ng class.”

,At.this point. the CI. asked that a.dele-

' 'gat1on be sent to Moscow to take up “the

question—obviously the results were not.
quite “satisfactory” “in' the USA.. The
delegation of Puro and Tennhunen went.
The full decision ofthe Ecci has so far
been withheld from the Party. member-
ship as a whole (only a short “Open
Letter” was published) but it is clear that
this decision was a substantial endor
ment of the wrecking line of the Party,
which of course is only a. special applica-
tion of the false line of the Ecci itself.
In spite of everything, in spite of the
lies and slandeérs and abuse poured forth

daily ‘in the: Party press,the official line-

has been overwhelmingly defeated in the
cooperative' movement. In the recent
referendum in the cooperatives the voté
stood: for the Central Cooperative Ex-

‘change—6;434; "for the Party- line—96.

Wherever the representatives of the of-

-ficial line-are willing to debate the issue

they are-decisively defeated because the

‘falsity of their course is so clear. The

Party leaders are not conducting a cam-
paign” merely against Halenon and

. others; the campaign is against thou-

sands of workers and poor farmers who

~have.proved their.militancy and devotion

more than once in the past.

The wrecking course of the Party lead-
ers in the cooperatives has dealt a bad
blow to the Party, already weakened by
a year of the: “new course.” :However,
the very acute form of the crisis in the
'cooperatlves is bringing to therattention
of large numbers of Finnish :comrades

~the gemeral crisis in the Party and the

Comintern (of which the crisis in the
cooperatives is only ‘a part) and the’

struggle for a Leninist line waged by
the CP-Majority Group. The greatest
error that the Finnish comrades can
make—and it must be said that there
has been too -much of a tendency in this
direction—is to fail to see- the broad im-

plications of the crisis-in their organ- .

ization, to fail to conduct the struggle on
a broad basis in order to- overcome

the crisis 'in° which our Party as a -
whole and the Communist International -

fmds 1tself today.
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BORO PARK WORKERS
CLUB REORGANIZED

At a meeting of the:Boro Park Work-
ers Club, a letter was presented from

the District Committee of the Workers

Clubs calling for the expulsion of “Love-

stoneites” from the’ organization. Pre-

viously the Party leadership had sent in

cver 30 “new members” within a period

of three weeks, in order to swamp the
organization ‘as a preparation . for in- -

stituting their ruinous_expulsion policy.
When members of the club demanded the
right to discuss -the proposals, and de-
manded that thosé who recently joined
the organization should withhold action
because of their unfamiliarity with
the facts, these requests” were refused
and the expulsions were railroaded thru
In protest against this high handed pro-
cedure, the members of the club, includ-
ing its leading and most active forces,

have reorganized theclub with most of -

its original officers and over thirty mem-
bers as, the Boro Park Youth Club

***

BLUFF TACTICS AND -
THEIR RESULTS

A membership ‘meeting of ‘the New
York District arranged for Wednesday,
April 9, was without explanation changed
into an open public meeting for the de-
fense of the ‘Ma¥ch 6 ‘prisoners.” What
was the reason for this sudden and mys-
terous change? It will-be remembered
that after the last membership meefing
in New York, which was invaded by
the police, Comrade Amter issued a state-
ment to the press; declaring that if the
police ever dared to appear again at a
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Party membership meeting, they would
be firmly ejected from the hall. A very
high sounding threat! ‘But on April 9,
the bluff had to be made good. Amter
did the only thing he could do under the
circumstances! He backed down from an
impossible position and changed the char-
acter of the meeting.
* ok %

MILLER SPEAKS IN
PHILADELPHIA

Three hundred workers crowded the

Liberal Forum in Philadelphia to hear

and discuss the subject of The crisis in
the Communist Party of the USA. The
speaker was Bert Miller. After out-

> lining the ‘need of a- Communist Party

in the United States in this period of
crisis, mass unemployment,
growing reaction and war danger, the
speaker traced the cause and the char-
acter of the present crisis and the need

- for the reestablishment of the movement

on a unified basis. The audience showed
a-deep interest in the Communist move-
ment as such. The only antagnoistie
elements were the- Trotzkyites, who at-

. tacked the speaker along the same lines
- being followed by the presént Party lead-

ership. About a dozen Workers partic-
ipated in the discussion, among them one
Negro worker who assured the audience

" that “Lovestone has the correct line for
. the American workers.”

Tk ok %

- PLAIN SABOTAGE

Acting under the -instructions of the -

Middle Village :Branch of the Indepen-
dent Workmens Circle, a-committee call-
ed upon Comrade Salzman for adivce re-
garding the resolution protesting against

- the persecution of the foreign born which

had been introduced by Comrade Zelden,
a member of the CP-Majority Group.

_ Thé advice of .Comrade Salzman Was

that it was not important, that .
was “good enough for the Day or the

Morning Journal to_handle, but not for

a radical organization.” As a result the
resolution was defeated at the next meet-
ing of the branch and one more protest
against this vicious legislation was sil-
enced with the help -and direction of the
Party leadership.
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Forward with the Bz'g} Sub Drive!

Are you in the big Revolutionary Age Subscription Drive?

Are you

getting subs from your fellow-workers in the shops, from your fellow-members
in your union or workers organization, from your friends, from comrades in

the Party?

One 1housand New Subs!

What is your record in the Drive?

as a reader of Revolutionary Age:

Have you carried out your duties

1. Become a subscriber to Revolutionary Age yourself.
2. Get at least one subscription from a Party member, fellow-worker or
friend. Canvass all Party members and friends in your neighborhood. Ap-

peal to your fellow-workers in your shop or organization.

copies among them.

Distribute sample

3. Pay for a subscription for some Party member or for some friend or

fellow-worker.

Remember the Big Prizes!

To stimulate the campaign and promote competition Revolutionary
Age has decided to offer the following prizes to the five comrades who obtain
the ‘largest number of subs for Revolutionary Age’in the period of the cam-

pagin.

FIRST PRIZE:—A beautiful Russian bronze bust of Karl Marx.

A 50c sub counts 1; a $1.00 sub counts 2; a $2.00 sub counts 4.

It is the

only one of its kind in this country.
SECOND FRIZE:—A beautiful large framed and autographed photograph
of C. E. Ruthenberg, founder of the Communist Party in the U. S. A.
THIRD PRIZE:—Two volumes of the collected works of Lenin—“1917.”
FOURTH PRIZE:—Historical Materialism, by N. Bukharin. The recognized
authoritative work on the theoretical foundations of Communism.
FIFTH PRIZE:—The Illustrated History of the Russian Revolution.
In addition to these prizes all comrades who bring in at least $10.00 worth

of subs will each receive

A Bound Volume of the First Ten Issues of Revolutionary Age.
These volumes-are beautifully bound in blue buckram cloth and sell at
$2.00 each. These bound volumes given as prizes will be autographed by the

leading comrades of our movement.

Gert into the Drive!

BeSEEE RN E AN EANNENESERNSEANEAAERANNEN RN NN N

TELEPHONE SPRING 1610

LIBERAL PRESS, Inc.

The Favorite Shop of Labor Qfganiiatiéns
Interested in Getting Value for their Money

410 LAFAYETTE STREET
NEW YORK' CITY

CANal 5781
UNITED BINDERY

161 GRAND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

Comphments of a

SYMPATHIZER

MEET YOUR FRIENDS AT

ARAKEL’S
ARMENIAN RESTAURANT
116 LEXINGTON AVE. — NEW YORK
' Phone: BOGardus 8498
QOur specialty Shish Kebab and Artichoke
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“An atmosphere of ‘refinement”

Restaurant

. HIGH CLASS ARMENIAN CUISINE
-89 Lexington Ave. .
Phone Bogardus 7132 — New. York City
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DR H. LINN

DENTIST

1235 VYSE AVE.
BRONX, N. Y.

Phone: DAYton 2257

COMPLIMENTS
of

MONROE FINEMAN
: ,

37 Ea.et' 28 Street
New .York City

DR. E. 1. KREININ

Dentist

83 WEST 115th ST.
NEW YORK, N. Y.
Phone UNlversity 3160

PATRONIZE
SILBERBERG’S

French Cleaning and Dyeing Store
667a Allerton Ave.
(near Olinville Ave.)
Telephone OLInville 2382
We do the finest work at the lowest prices.
We also clean fancy draperies, blankets, etc.

'THREE WORKERS CHALLENGE THE FREIHEIT

On Thursday, April 4, the Freiheit
featured on its ‘first page the statement
that three “Lovestoneites” had been ex-
pelled from the Boro Park Workers Club
for “bringing police and detectwes to the
meetmg of ‘the club.

This is of course-a shameless he' The
true story of what happened at the Boro
Park Workers Club is told elsewhere in
this issue (page 11). The three workers

issued a challenge to the Fretheit that if
it could prove its charges each one of
them would give the Freiheit $150—
otherwise the Freiheit would have to re-
tract its charges. The three workers
are: Bernard Broder, Paul Broder, and
S. Silver—itwo of them non-Party work-
er:

A week has passed The Ffezhezt has

kept silent . . .

What About the Membership Drive?

A Letter from a Party Member

Central Executive Committee
Communist Party, USA
Dear Comrades:

For a long time I have been réading
the Membership Drive figures with a
feeling and I have wanted to ask certain
questions about these figures. It is
rather difficult during this period to
present thru normal Party channels the

questions which have arisen in my mind..

Since I am sure that similar guestions
have arisen in the minds of many other
Party members, who still dare to think
and ask questions, I have decided to send
you this letter hoping that the questions
I have raised will be fully answered in
the Daily Worker.

1. How does it happen that while the
Daily Worker says we took in 1450 new
members in the New York District, which

‘means that the total membership of our

district should be nearly 5,000, that we
had less at our membership meeting than
ever before (about 700)? Why is not

~the increase shown in the unit meetings?
I have asked other comrades the same

question about their units and have not
received a satisfactory reply? What is
the experience of other cities in this re-
spect?

2. Do the figures given in the Daily

Worker represent application cards or

accepted members who are now dtfend-
ing unit meetings? Why are the figures
published as 1450 for our district in the
Daily Worker, when Comrade Benjamin
publicly admitted that 900 cards are still
in the hands of the sections?

3. In an article written by Comrade
De¥ey, published it the Daily Worker of
March 1, I noticed the following state-
ment: “Out of the total recruited in the
New York distriet almost half were re-
cruited at demonstrations. Two hundred
recruits, mostly those who joined at the
demonstrations under the pressure of
mass enthusiasm are not reporting for
assignments to units.” Have these ap-
plications been counted in the total pub-
lished in the Daily Worker? How can
the Party check up accurately on these
members to- find out whether  they are
reliable, how they have behaved in their
shops, .unions and mass organizations.

4. TUnder the previous leadership we
used to have monthly reports of dues pay-
ments in the district, section by section.
Why don’t we have it today, so that we
can see whether the new members are
actually. functioning and paying dues,
ete?

‘5. How does it happen that our
strength is decreasing in the mass organ-
izations, wlien we are getting so many
new members? Are they from the Needle

Trades Industrial Union, the Indepen-
dent Shoe Workers Union, the Textile
Union, the Miners Union? As far as.
my own experiences is concerned, in my
own organization, our forces are much
weaker than before. The same thing
seems to be true in the fraternal organ-
izations. I should like to know what or-
ganizations the new members come from.
mostly. and why don’t we get the results.
of their assistance in the mass organ-
izations? Why don’t we have a stronger

"left wing than before?

6. How does it happen. that the forces.
fighting against the Party seem to get-
ting stronger, in spite of the growth of
our membership? I refer to the Social-
ist Party, the support of the right wing
in the unions, the IWW, etc.

7. Since the Daily Worker reports
that we got 167 Negro members into the
Party in the drive, how does it happen.
that we have no strong Negro organ-
ization in the District with this group
as a nucleus?

8. In my experience in getting new-
members, I have found the Communist.
press as the best means of introducing
the subject of Party membership. Usually
I get a comrade to subscribe to the Daily
Worker and then draw him into the
Party. How does it happen that while
the Party claims 6167 new members, it
claims only 651 new subscribers to the:
Daily Worker?

9. Formerly we used to receive sample-
copies of the shop papers, which were be-
ing published thruout the country. There:
used to be a special column called “With:
the Shop Papers” in the Daily Worker.
Why has this been discontinued so that
we could be inspired by the 48 new
shop papers which the Party claims?
I have not seen one in long while. T
should also like to know in what shops
we have established nuclei. This has
never been published.

- 10.-How is that with all the new mem-
bers the Party is not able to organize
a broad movement among the unemploy-
ed, or a movement in defense of those
arrested on March 6, against ecapitalist
reaction or for the defense of the Soviet
Union?

11. According to the Daily Worker,
there are 6167 new members-in the
Party. Does this mean that we have
about 20,000 members in the Party thru-

-out ‘the country?”

There are many more questions. T
would like to ask but I think these are
enough.

Fraternally yours,

A MEMBER IN THE NY DISTRICT
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THE POPE’S CRUSADE AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION

A Powerful exposure of the real reasons for the clerical antlfSowet

crusade—

A stirring defense of the Soviet Umon against the imperialist..

“holy war”—

A glowing tribute to the rising Communist society in the Soviet

Union!

By BISHOP WILLIAM MONTGOMERY BROWN, D.D.

REVOLUTIONARY AGE
37 East 28 Street, New York City,

Read this valuable pamphlet!

See that your fellow-worker gets-a copy!

Sell a batch in your union and organization!
— 10c a piece —

Special prices for bundle -orders. = -

Order from: =" -~
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SPREAD .THIS VALUABLE PAMPHLET!




