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Russia and the World Revolution - - By Wm. Z. Foster
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THE fact that the Russian revolu-
tion started 140,000,000 people on

the highroad to emancipation gives
it most tremendous importance. For
centuries the masses in Russia suf-
fered hopelessly under the iron boot
of the czars. Then came the historic
upheaval of 1917 and swept this tyr-
anny aside with an irresistible flood.
The revolution is the greatest thing in
the whole life of the Russia people.

But of far more importance than its
effect upon the Russian people is the
influence of the revolution upon the
proletariat of the world. This is pro-
found, far-reaching, and epoch-making.
It is what gives the Russian revolu-
tion its real significance and erects
it into the supreme event in history/'

In many ways the Russian revolu*
tion has deeply affected the course of
the world labor movement. But in
this short article only three of these
can be indicated: (1) the establish-
ment of a living symbol of proletarian
revolution: (2) the creation of a clear-
ly-defined, well-organized world revo-
lutionary organization; (3) tho reali-
zation of a tremendous fund of revo-
lutionary experience. These three
phases are of the very greatest conse-
quence to the international working
class.

1. The Symbol of Revolution.
Until 1917 the program of prole-

tarian emancipation rested pretty
much in the realms of theory. The
workers of the world talked of it,
dreamed of it, and speculated about
it But it lacked reality. It was but
a scientific calculation and an inspir-
ing hope. It was only by the advent
of the Soviet government in Russia
that the concept of revolution took
on flesh and blood. Then it became
a living, vibrant thing and an ispira-
tion to the workers of the world.

The masses learn best from con-
crete facts: they require definite ob-
ject lessons. They cannot be satis-
fied with theory alone. To them in-
comparably the best argument for the
world revolution is to see a workers’
revolution tale place successfully in
some country. The Russian revolu-
tion has provided them with that
vitally necessary object lesson. It is
a tremendous demonstration of the
possibility and practicality of the pro-
letarian revolution. It is the world
symbol of the working class victor-
ious.

When the Russian workers and
peasants gave the death thrust to
Russian csarism and capitalism, a
thrill went thru the world workers.
They were deeply inspired and heart-
ened, not to sit Mly by and hope for
the Russians to bring about the world
revolution, but to wage war similarly
against the exploiters in their own
countries. And as the Russian revo-
lution has progressed, overcoming the
unheard of difficulties confronting it
and gradually consolidating Its power,
it is driving deeper and deeper into
the hearts of tho workers the convic-
tion that they can and must also over-
throw the power of their bourgeoisie
ht similar fashion. Tho facts that the
Russian workers have broken the
united front of capitalism and estab-
lished one proletarian government,
that they have forced the capitalist
world to recognize this government,
and that they are unquestionably mak-
ing the new proletarian society ■
success, constitute a revolutionary
factor of high importance thru their
■ttmnlatton and education of tho Inter-
national working elans.

Much of the early stimulative effect
of tho Russian revolution was lost be-
cause the workers’ organize Poos in
most countries were domtested by
social-democrats and other reform arm,
who choked back the rising resets
tlonary spirit of the workers. Bat
Russia is now entering Me a new

stimulative vPcriod, after the long ami
depressing era of hunger and eco-
nomic ohuos. Industry is improving
and tlte workers’ standards of living
are rapidly rising. In all other coun-
tries the workers' standards arc fall-
ing. This contrast, of a growing pros-
perity in proletarian Russia, and an
increasing poverty in capitalist coun-
tries, always before the workers’ eyes,
1* hound to exert a powerful effect
anil to greatly stimulate revolutionary
discontent and action. Russia is the
living embodiment of the new society.
It is the inspiring symbol of the prole-
tarian revolution. As such it is of
vast significance to the international
wgrking .class.
/H. The Communist International.

But the Russian revolution has fur-
nished the workers of the world witl:
not only the greatest example of n
successful proletarian society, but also
-* Itli a powerful revolutionary organi-
zation. The Communist International

trios had to rely upon the leadership
of yellow social-democrats, who domi
nated their organizations and who leu
the masses into the brutal slaughter.
And in 1918, when the wofkers, dis-
illusioned by the war, surged all over
Europe in a revolutionary wave, these
same social-democrats, still controll-
ing the workers’ political and indus
trial organizations, dissipated

, the
revolutionary movement and stpved
capitalism.

But since those times something
important has happened, the most im-
portant thing that ha 3 taken place
since the end of the war. This was
the formation of the Communist
parties' in the various countries and
their unification into the Communist
International. The significance of this
will be apparent in the next great
crisis of international capitalism. If
this crisis does not come before, it Is
bound to come with the beginning of
the new world war which is now in
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is the most important working class
organization in the history of the
world. It is a direct outgrowth of the
Russian revolution and is intimately
hound up with the latter's fate.

The Communist International is a
world organization in tire most real
sense of the word. It is highly cen-
tralized and disciplined. Its various
sections are animated by the same
conceptions of Communism. It is in
an altogether different class than the
Second International, which has au-
tonomous, undisciplined, and individ-
ualistic national sections. It is the
militant, fighting vanguard of the in-
ternational proletariat

A» first condition for the effective
functioning of such an organization as
the Communist International is that
it establish its headquarters within
the protoctiom of a great proletarian
power. Te try te Mrs In a capitalist
country would be to condemn the or-
ganization to an underground exist-
ence and to reduce the international
movement to a chaotic and impotent
condition. But proletarian Russia fur-
nishes a headquarters and protection
to the Communist International, even
as it gives It mudh at its inspiration
and leadership. This Is of greatest
Mpertanoe to the worm workers.

In lilt, whan capitalism came to a
crisis st tbs outbreak of the wcrld
wee, (hs workers In the vuriens anon-

the making. When the capitalists of
the world attempt to force the work-
ers into another murderous war like
that of 1914-18, they will have to deal,
not with treacherous social-democrats,
hut with a militant Communist move-
ment. In this crisis the Communist
International will raise its counter-
slogan of a war against capitalism;
It will deal the capitalist system a
death-blow and establish the interna-
tional proletarian dictatorship. Then
will be appreciated the present build-
ing up of the Communist International
which ia so greatly aided by revolu-
tionary Russia.

111. Revolutionary Experience.

Far more important, however, than
even the establishment of a living ex-i

ample of successful proletarian revo -

lution and providing a world revolu-
tionary center, the Russian revolution
has been the msaus of the workors
accumulating a tremendous fund of
revolutionary experience. This is
enormous in extent and incalculable
In value. Before the Russian revolu-
tion, proletarian revolutionary experi-
ence was meager. It was little beyond
that gained in the Paris Commune.
Nearly everything was theoretical.
But the revolution in Russia has
changed this. Its vast experience has
shown the workers of the world the
broad outlines of the way all prole-

tarian revolutions will have to take
and the forces they will have to con-
tend with.

Russian revolutionary experience is
so stupendous that hardly the faintest
outlines of it can be indicated here.
No longer is the working of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat a matter
of speculation. The Russian revolu-
tion has made it thoroly understood.
Likewise, the part the Communist
Party has to perform, with its iron
discipline and elaborate nuclei sys-
tem, in maintaining the dictatorship.
The principles underlying the Soviet
form of government are now an open
book. The true petty-bourgeois char-
acter of the social-democratic, anar-
chist, and syndicalist movements has
been demonstrated as clearly as day.
The enormous resistance of the capi-
talists and their intelligentsia hang-
ers-on has been learned. Their in-
stinctive campaigns of sabotage and
counter-revolution have been experi-
enced and ways devised to check
them. A vast fund of information has
been accumulated as to the relations
between the workers and farmers and
of the need and manner of the work-
ers taking the lead in the revolution-
ary struggle and in the work of social
reconstruction.

In the realms of industry the Rus-
sian workers have gained an enormous
experience. They have tried out al-
most every conceivable system of
management and tested all of them.
They are solving the problems of de-
veloping the spontaneous discipline
and incentive to work, to take the
place of the capitalist slave-driving
methods of the past. They have work-
ed out the principle of the new eco-
nomic policy, and they know its dan-
gers and advantages. Likewise, the
Russians have learned the true func-
tions of the trade unions, the co-opera-
tives and other working class organi-
zations, before, during, and after the
revolution. They have also mastered
the principles of proletarian military
organization, after a bitter and san-
guinary experience. They have learn-
ed the most valuable lessons as to the
psychology of the masses during the
revolution and its attendant hard-
ships. They have solved the questions
of proletarian justice, control of the
press, and a thousand others that were
not even dreamed of before the revo-
lution.

This tremendous fund of revolu-
tionary experience, gained at such
great cost by the Russian workers, is
at the disposal of the world prole-
tariat. AH of it, of course, cannot he
applied in every country, but a vast
amount of it can. It shows the right
way for the workers to go and the pit-
falls they must keep clear of. Profit-
ing by the errors and accomplish-
ments of the Russians, the workors
in other countries will same them-
selves endless hardships and suffer-
ing. The Russian revolution marks
an epoch in the history of the work-
ing class. To Marxism, or socialism in
theory, it has added Leninism, or so-
cialism in action. It has blazed the
trail for the world revolution.

On this Seventh Anniversary of the
Russian revolution the active Com-
munists Ihruout the world should call
to mind the three above-men tioned
phases of the world-significance of tho
great 1417 upheaval. They should be
stimulated by the example of tho Rus-
sian revolution to make redoubled of-
forts in their own countries, they
should diligently strive for the up-
building of the Communist Interna-
tional, and they should study and
absorb the g*-eat lessons taught by the
vast experience of the heroic Russian
working class. Thus they will realize
in some degree the world importance
of the Russian revolution. J
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The Russian Communist Party
Organizer, Leader, Inspirer of the Workers’* Revolution )

\By MOISSAYE J. OLGIN
If the Russian Revolution has been

victorious it is due to the leadership
of the Russian Communist Party. If
the Russian Communist Party was
capable of leading the revolutionary
working masses to a lasting victory,
it is due to the application of THE
PRINCIPLES OF BOLSHEVISM as
expounded and put into practice by
Lenin. Jt

Party of the Masses
The Russian Communist Party has

always been a party of the working
masses. Whether its number was
small or large, whether the temper of
the masses was quiet or stormy,
whether the work of propaganda and
organization was easy or hard, whe-
ther persecutions were severe or
alack—the Russian Communist Party
always strove to be with the masses,
within the masses, to organize its
nuclei in the shops among the rank
and file workers, to participate thru
them and thru its leading bodies in
the everyday struggles of the working
masses, to formulate the demands of
the workers and to give direction to
their revolutionary struggle.

Revolutionary Spirit
The Russian Communist Party has

always had an abiding faith In the
revolutionary spirit of the working
masses. At a time when the “econ-
omists” of 1898-1901, the forerunners
of Menshevism, preached a riveting of
the workers’ attention to economic de-
mands only, leaving political struggle
to the “enlightened” intelligentzia
and the bourgeoisie, Lenin for the
first time formulated the conception
of PROLETARIAN HEGEMONY, 1. e.,
leadership of the working class in all
forms of struggle op to the final lib-
eration. At a time when the Menshe-
vik! (1905-6) preached collaboration
with the Russian bourgeoisie in the
struggle against czarist autocracy, the
Russian Communist Party, then called j
Bolshevikl, appealed to the workers■
to wage a relentless war BOTH
against czarlsm and the bourgeoisie
who only used the menace of a work-
ers’ revolution to force czarlsm to
make concessions to the propertied
classes. At a time when, after the
defeat of the first revolution In 1906,
the Menshevikl preached acquies-
cence, abolition of the secret revolu-
tionary organization and adaptation to j
everyday reform work under a semi- '
autocratic regime, the Russian Com-
munist Party was busily engaged in
reorganising its ranks, improving its |
illegal apparatus, spreading its influ-
ence among the masses, preparing
them for revolutionary action. At a
time when, after March 1917, the!
socialists of all brands together with
the bourgeoisie declared that the rev-
otution had run its course and that j
nothing remained for the working
masses but to accept the order of
the bourgeois democracy as final, the
Russian Communist Party formulated
the slogan, "All Power to the Soviets”
leading the working masses into real
battles for the power of state. At a
time when, in the fierce years of 1918-
1921, the socialists, turned counter-
revolutionary, hopefully anticipated
the collapse of the Soviet system in
consequence of mass exhaustion, hun-
ger, starvation, the Russian Commun-
ist Party KNEW that the revolution-
ary ardor of the masses is inexhaust-
ible, that the persistence of the work-
ers in their struggle for a better fut-
ure knows no limits. The Russian
Communist Party built on that rock;
of revolutionary potency and the
building proved lasting.

Party of Action
The Russian Communist Party has

always been a party of action. It
viewed the working class as an army
engaged in a war against a powerful •
resourceful foe. It knew that an army
In war time can be either preparing !
for battle or engaged in actual oom-
bat. It strove to wake up the work-!
lng class to the realization of the bn-'
mlnence of action. It strove to coor-'
dinute all activities of the working

class in the direction of struggle for
power. It knew nothing in the life
the worker that was too small to de-
fend by means of concerted action.
It knew nothing in the realm of work-
ers’ rule that was too big to strive for
byway of revolutionary struggle. It
demanded from every member of the
party to be active within the party
organization. It demanded from every
member and every party organization
to be active within the working class
whenever and wherever they could
reach it. It demanded from the work-
ing class to react to all events tn
economic, political and social Ufa,
whether the appointment of shop
stewards, (starosty) or the enactment
of a new labor law, whether a cut in
wages or s movement of the students,
whether war against a foreign power
or the organization of a sham par-
liament, whether a mass strike tn an-
other oouatry or an upheaval of the
peasantry in Russia,—to react collect-
ively, organizedly, purposefully, never
lpsing sight of the final goal After
the October Revolution It was the
Russian Communist Party which led
in all activities of the workers and
peasants: organisation of the state
and organization of the army, fight
against counter-revolution and fight
against diseases, reconstruction of the
economic apparatus and reorganiza-
tion of the educational system, ex-
termination of corruption and Intro-
duction of new standards for human
behavior In the new order. “Keep
moving! Keep trying! Do not get
discouraged by failures. Do not get
rattled by success. Work steadily and
work according to a plan!” This has |
been the slogan of the Russian Com-
munist Party,—the only government
In the world which learns from Its er-!
rors and has the courage to oorrect
them.

Revolutionary Discipline
The Russian Communist Party has

been the party of strong dlsolplins
and centralization. From that mem-
orable dlscussiou at the second con-
gress of the Russian Social-Demo-;
cr&tlc Labor Party tn the summer of!
1903 when Martov the Menshevik j

; defined membership tn the party as
| “giving constant assistance to the
party" under the control of the organ-
ization while the Bolshevik Lenin de-
manded “personal participation (of

i the members) in one of its organize.
; tions,” down to the last discussion
within the Russian Communist Party
by the end of 1923 when Trotzky waa
understood to demand more demo- !
cracy within the party and more free-
dom from what he termed the rigid
rule of the old guard of Bolshevism
while the majority of the Communist
Party ina;sted on maintaining stern
unbending discipline akin to the dis-
cipline of a military organization and
on keeping the old tried revolutionists
in leading positions, the question of
discipline, of obeying the rule of the
majority, of carrying out and defend-
ing the policies majority even
if they are against the Individual
member’s conviction, was paramount
in the Russian Communist Party. It
was due to this law of cohesion that
the Russian Communist Party could
attain to its present position.

The Russian Communist Party is
now the leading party of all the par-
ties united in the Communist Interna-
tional. We all take the lessons of
the Russian Communist Party as
showing the way of proletarian dic-
tatorship to all countries now under
the iron heel of the capitalist state.
What are the main characteristics
of this party at presently

The Shop Nuclei
a. The Russian Communist Party

is built on the basis of Shop NucleL
All communists engaged in a factory
are united in one body called the ZA-
VODSKAYA YATCHBUKA, Shop Nue-
leus of the party. All Communists
serving in an army unit farm the com-
pany nucleus. All peasant Commun-
ists living tn one district are
In the Volost (district) nucleus- But
the shop nucleus remains, both aimer
icaily and by its revolutionary prole-

tarian weight, the foundation of the
party.

The shop nucleus is the channel
thru which most of the political and
social problems of the state reach the
workers of a particular shop and thru
which the attitude of the workers to-
wards one or another measure is
made known to the party and to the
Soviet government. The shop nucleus
as a body and thru its executive bureau
and political secretary keep in the
closest touch with the workers of the
shop, factory or mill, participating
In their daily troubles and
trying to find solutions to all
their problems according to the ad-
vice of the party. The shop nucleus
organizes schools, courses, lectures,
talks, discussions among the workers
of the establishment, presenting to
them various phases of the life of the
country, drawing them into the dis-
cussion of the governmental problems,
making them active participants in
the daily affairs of the state. The
shop nucleus is the meeting ground
for all Communists holding office In
the factory, whether it be the director
(manager) of the establishment, the
chairman and members of the shop
committee which is the lowest unit
of the labor onion, or the educational
leader who conducts the cultural
work among the workers. Being the
meeting ground for all these local
functionaries, most thoroughly dis-
cussing all problems that arise In the
life of the factory, making decisions
that aro binding upon all its members
and being composed of the most en-
lightened and active elements of the

I establishment, the shop nucleus brings
junity into the shop, endows all

: activities with a purpose, reveals to
the workers their significance for the
achievement of the goal of the work-
ing class.

The shop committee la not a self-
sufficient organization. Nor is It a
mere propaganda center. It Is connec-
ted in a thousand ways with the most
intricate details of tho shop life. It
knows every employee and all his

| worries. It makes it the duty of every
i member to be engaged hi one or more
jof the numerous committees, boards,
bureaus that thrive among the work-
ers. It participates in shaping the
will of the party by bringing forth and
trying to express the will of the rev-
olutionary masses within the shop or
mill. It never loses Itself In mere
details of local life, always keeping
in touch with the broadest problems
of the state, bat at the same time
It never loses contact with the actual-
ities of life. "Every factory must
become our fortress," wrote Lenin as
early as 1902. Thru the shop nucleus
every factory Is now a fortress of the
proletarian dictatorship.

The sessions of the shop nucleus, or-!
dinarily once a week, are open. Non- *
members frequent those sessions In j
ever greater numbers. Non-members
participate In the discussion on equal
terms with members, but without a
vote. Non-members are deeply stir-
red by what is going on within the
shop nucleus and within the Commun-
ist Party. There is gradually disap-
pearing the line of demarcation be-
tween the nucleus and the non-partisan
workers, the latter being drawn into
tho life of the party and being con-
firmed in the conception that it is the
party of the working class.

Rich, colorful and many-sided is the
life of the shop nucleus. A broad
knowledge of communism, of party
activities, of state activities is re-
quired of a secretary of a shop nuo-
leos who la the mainstay of the party.
A constant and lively line of commun-
ication is maintained between the
shop nucleus and the local (district)
committee of the party, between the
nucleus and the highest party organ-
satlons.

The shop nucleus Is the Instrument
thru which the working class excer-
rises Us cultural leadership In the
rillage It ts the shop nucleus which
dalegatas lecturers, teachers and per
formers to one or the other village,
sands the peasants aid * harvest

time, distributes literature in the
village and generally attempts to raise
the cultural and political standards
of the rural population.

Closer to the Masses
b. The Russian Communist Par,ty

is drawing ever closer to those who
work in the factories, mills, railroads,
mines, to the proletariat of manual
labor. The Russian Communist Party
knows that dictatorship of the pro-
letariat means dictatorship of the
producers of wealth over all remnants
of the old system. The Russian Com-
munist Party, therefore, makes every
effort to increase* its ranks by men
and women working at the bench, to
give to such men and women
the most responsible positions
in the party and in the state,
to discourage the entrance into the
party of elements hailing from the
bourgeois Intellectual groups, to adapt
the life of the party to the standards
of living of the average factory work-
er.

There has been a steady and con-
sistent proletarianization of the party
and the state apparatus. In 1918 the
Central Executive Committee of the
R. C. P. consisted of 13 intellectuals
and 1 worker; in 1924 it consists of
25 intellectuals and 29 workers. The
Central Committee of 150 members is
overwhelmingly composed of workers.
In 1923 the percentage of workers in
the Communist Party as a whole was
41, that of the peasants 28, and that
of office employes, 31. At present
the percentage of workers In the party
Is 66, with 35 per cent actually work-
ing in factories and shops. Out of 88
combinations of factories (“trusts,”
L e. groups of germaln factories with
one general management), 80 are un-
der the presidency of members of the
Russian Communist Party, most of
whom are workers. Out of 438 fac-
tories employing 200 workers and
more, 238 have Communist directors
(managers) mostly coming from the
working class. In the textile industry,
70 per cent of the managers are Com-
munists and workers. This tn spite
of tho fact that there was a scarcity
of managerial experience even among
the most revolutloaay workers. The
proletarianization is being carried out
by tbs party in order that the party
and the state be an adequate expres-
sion of the working class net only in
the formulation of principles and in
the pursuit of polioies but also in
the oomposition of the personnel

The Russian Communist Party
makes It easy for factory workers to
join its organisation. The Russian
Communist Party puts up almost pro-
hibitive demands to non-workers who
wish to become members. Recom-
mendation by five members who have
been in good standing for no less than[five years is required for a non-work-
er. The recommendation of three

|members in good standing for three
years. Is required for factory workers.
The entrance of workers into the par-
ty has now been made easier by in-
troducing the recommendation of a
general meeting of the workers of the
factory or shop where the aspirant Is
employed. The goal put before the
party by its last congress (May 1924)
is one million members of whom more
than a half are actually working by
hand at the bench.

It is the conception of the Russian
Communist Party that a worker by
hand poaseaeee, as a general rule, all
the revolutlenary qualities essential
for a proletarian government sur-
rounded by numerous enemies from
without and compelled to work In a
petty-bourgeois medium in the coun-
try Itself: honesty, courage, endur-

discipline, simplicity, moderate
life, a clear view, an unbiased mind,
and a renun ins devotion to the inter-
est es the working class. It is the
oonooptlon of the Communist Party
that only exceptional elements of the
non-proletarian class can rise to the
heights of Bolshevism. This Is why
the party bases Its structure and the
structure of the Boriet on the rank
and file manual workers In Intimate

(Continued on page f.)
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The White Babtist and the Red Bear
By T. J. O’FLAHERTY.

Before the proletarian tailors of
Russia fitted the czar out in a brand
new suit of clothes cut out of the Rus-
sia which the Little Father claimed
to lore so well, the • greater power
known today as the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, was represented
in the animal kingdom by the bear,
Just as Britain has the lion and the
United States the eagle. Kipling, the
singing British imperialist, wrote of
“the bear that walks like a man.” The
bear had a habit of starting on a
stroll in the direction of India every
now and then, which tendency made
Kipling sing and the guns Brit-
ish navy thunder.

In 1917, November to be exact, the
Russian bear changed his skin, but
his ability to make trouble has not
perceptibly lessened. Indeed not:
Whereas formerly he bothered Eng-
land chiefly, every capital in the
world is now anxiously watching his
movements. He is the “Red Terror”
in the eyes of the capitalists. And
nowhere is greater anxiety shown
than in Washington, the capital oi
the United States, and the seat of
our Teapot Dome government And
of all the men in Teapot Dome, no-
body is more grieved over the an-
imadversions of the Red Bear, than
one Charles Evans Hughes. The dip-
lomats of Europe have already parted
with most of their hirsute adornment
in frantic rage over the rise of this
new and embarrassing phenomena.
Our American Baptist secretary at
state has still some chin alfalfa left,
which may account for the fact that
today he stands almost alone against
this mighty power that threatens the
regime of the old codgers of capital-
ism and the capitalist system itself.
Let us take leave of the animal king-
dom for the time being.

Shortly after the United States gov-
ernment began its crusade for demoo
racy and incidentally to protect the
shekels of J. P. Morgan, citizen of the
world, excepting Soviet Russia, the
Russian workers and peasants led by
the bolshevik party and by Lenin in
particular, took over the country bag
and baggage, and decided that they
wanted peace, bread and land and
were going to have them. Strange to
say, tho these were peaceful aims the
other nations associated with Russia
lu overthrowing their competitors,
the kaiser and his capitalist owners,
felt very much aggrieved, because the
Russian workers and peasants would
not continue to fertilize the trenches
of Germany, Poland and Austria with
their dead bodies.

It is well to state here that before
the November revolution in Russia, a
"democratic” and “kindly” gentleman
by the name of Kerensky, was prem-
ier of that country. He was a short
bridge between the rule of the czar,
and the rule of the and pea-
sants thru the Communist Party.
Kerensky was very kind and peace-
ful; kind to the czar and his followers,
kind to the European and American
representatives of the brigand govern-
ments, but not so kind to the mil-
lions of workers and peasants, he was
sending to the trenches at the com-
mand of Morgan and the rulers of
France, England and Italy.

During the short reign of this nice
man Kerensky, he appointed as his
ambassador in the United States, oni
Boris Bakhmeteff, who figured much
in the news, usually in the role of
prophet. A more unfortunate prophet
never lived. Jeremiah weeping by the
waters of Jericho, was no more path-
etic figure that this name Bakhmet-
elf, as one after another his predic
lions of the collapse of tho Soviet
government were impaled on the
sharp bayonets of the Red Army. Job
scratching himself on the dungpiles
of Jerusalem was an object of envy,
politically and prophetically speak
lng, compared to the countryless am
biunnidor and his lost but not found,
predictions of Soviet disaster.

But tho badly bent as a prophet,
Bakhmeteff could look his three
square meals in the face very day
without batting an eyelash. His cel
lar well stocked with the choicest ol
pre Volsteadlan brew and If his ban]
account was over sneezed at, It must

have been by some victim of hay fever.
A man may be down politically but he
is never out, provided his pocketbool
has the graceful curves of a Parisian
mannekin. Bakhmeteff was not out, ow
lng to the generosity of his friend the
white Baptist of Standard Oil and Tea-
pot Dome, with a residence in Wash-
inton, but the United States treasury
Is out 1187,600,000.

It is often said that a prophet ts
never honored in his own country.
Tins was true of Bakhmeteff. It was
also true that he was honored by very
few in any country. But the few who
honored him were mighty, and he stay-
ed and liquidated, literally, most of
tho $187,008,000 which the generous
Charles Evans Hughes, allowed him
t*» draw from the United States treas
ury

It came to pass as the scripture
would say, that after the Russian
workers and peasants seized power,
toppled the czar from the throne and
did a lot of other necessary scaven
ger work, that the governments with
which the United States was as&o
elated in smashing the Central Pow-
ers, refused to “recognize” the newly
organized Soviet Republic, even tho it
was the expressed wish of the Rus-
sian masses that the czar and his
bureaucracy should lind on the rub
bish heap of history in such a condi
tion that their return could not be ex-
pected unless there was a modern re-
surrection pulled off. There wasn’t.

The various governments sent ar-
mies into accessible parts of Russia
in an attempt to overthrow the Soviet

In addition to the countries recogn-
izing Russia de Jure, other countries
have important trade agreements
with the Soviet Republic. This is the
case with Czecho-Slovakia and Hun-
gary while Japan is reported to be
on the verge of signing a treaty with
Moscow. Thus in seven years from
the date on which the Bolsheviks
overthrew the Kerensky regime and
establishing the Soviet Republic all
the great powers, and most of the
small nations have either recognized
the workers’ government of Russia
de Jure or de facto, with the excep-
tion of the United States, which ts
now the outstanding figure in a cir-
cle of lrreconcilables, among whom
aro listed, Belgium. Switzerland,
Sjialn, Belgium, Irak. Hedjaz, and the
south American republics who are
afraid to antagonize the Wall Street
eagle.

A capitalist diplomat must have an
excuse for the predatory excursions
of his masters. When they go to war
it is one thing, when they refuse to
make peace is something else. A cap-
italist diplomat who cannot dig u»
a decent excuse for a war or what-
ever other adventure the capitalist
class he is serving may be engaged
In will soon find himself digging
for his breakfast in some other gar-
den. The American capitalists are
oven more moralistic than their older
and more blase European contempor-
aries. Thus in the matter of Soviet
recognition the European govern-
ments fought until they were licked
to a standstill, in the meantime

won a victory, without it costing them
mueh, outside of a few billion dollars,
which they did not miss They looked
on Soviet Russia with the eyo of im-
placable hatred. They felt them-
selves ordained by the God of capital-
ism to wage eternal war on this un-
holy monster that threatened the pro-
fits of the money hogs. When cap-
italists get this Idea into their heads,
particularly healthy capitalists like
ours, It takes a lot of knocking to re-
lievo them of their illusions.

A DETACHMENT OF RED SAILORS
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And when such Ideas become part
of the mental processes of a White
Guard Baptist, like the bewhiskered
Hughes, it Is safe to say that nothing
short of an intellectual delousing
process will suffice to care the pat-
ient.

Since 1917, the United States has
been the most outspoken and threat-
ening foe of Soviet Russia. While
L. K. Martens the envoy of the Soviet
Republic to the United States was
finally hounded out of the country by
the Harding administration In 1921,
the bogus ambassador Bakhmeteff,
unrecognized by Russia except as an
unprincipled scoundrel, ranked high
among the diplomatic corps in Wash
lngton, while ho squandered the funds
of the United States treasury, posing
as a representative of a dead govern-
ment.

The recognition of the Soviet Re-
public by trance on tne eve of the
seventh anniversary of the great re-
volution, which for the first time In
human history saw the coming to
power of the proletariat, is the worst
blow yet delivered against the policy
of Baptist Hughes and the battalion
of death that supports him. While in
Europe, the labor movement, reaction-
ary tho it is, unanimously favored re-
cognition of the Soviet regime, here
in America, the spokesman of the
American Federation of Labor, was
the strongest anti-Soviet bulwark of
ihe Coolidge-Hughes administration.
Gompers, no less than Hughes, feared
the psychological effect of such action
on the part of American workers who
were fed for years on atrocities and
tales of horror and misery, govern-
mental inefficiency and progressive
debility of the Soviet power. To be
obliged to recognize “these horrible
monsters” after all the cursing and
praying, would put these political
skypilots in a bad light.

The American capitalists have held
out well if not wisely. But it i/ not
very likely that they will succeed in
accomplishing their main purpose
thru this policy, namely the over-
throw of Soviet rule. After seven
years of struggle, the workers' and
peasants’ government is stronger
than ever. International capitalism
has felt the power of the Red Bear in
the east. He comes now to the ex-
ploited masses of the world in the
guise of a deliverer. He causes no
fear in their hearts. But to the capi-
talists he is a nightmare and a terror
and well he might. But they must
recognized him. He refuses to be Ig-
nored.

The capitalists of the world find
they must recognize the Soviet gov-
ernment. They know this will
strengthen Us rule, but yet they can-
not help it One sixth of the earth’s
surface cannftt be wiped off the map
by the stroke of a diplomat’s pen any
more than the red army could be
wiped out by strokes of the capital-
ists’ swords. Like the believers in
predestination, the capitalists are out
of luck either way. "They’ll be
damned if they do and they’ll be
damned If they don’t.” And we say,
the sooner they are damned the bet-
ter.

The lone Baptist of Washington
must now lean more heavily than
over on his "labor” prop Samuel Gom-
pers. But instead of a prop he will
soon find himself leaning against a
coffin, in which will be enclosed the
(lead bepoa of the enemies of Soviet
Russia. There may still be enough
of the $187,000,000 given to Bakhme-
teff out of the United States treasury,
left to pay the funeral expenses. Bapt-
ist Hughes may have the honor of
reading the prayers for the dead, aa
the workers of the world shout:

“Long Live Soviet Russia!"

power. They sent navies to bombard
its coasts. They subsidized counter
revolutions, provoked rebellious,
hired spies to hatch plots and sabot-
teurs to destroy bridges, wreck rail-
ways, mines and In general bring the
industrial machinery of the Workers’
Republic to ruin.

How they failed to accomplish their
purpose need not be told here. The
successful struggle of the workers and
peasants of Russia against their
myriad foes is an epic in human his-
tory that will thrill conntless genera-
tions to come when the rotten cap-
italist system is no more and the red
flag of Communism floats trium-
phant over the capitals of the world.

The Soviet power stood the impact
of the terrible blows rained against It
by the enemy. The spears of capital
ism were shattered against the shield,
fashioned out of the bone and sinow
of the Russian working class The Sov
let power stood like the rock of Gibral-
tar. There were scars, but there were
more on the enemy. Finally whim
the capitalist powers found they
could not destroy it by tho old weap-
ons, they decided to make the best ol
a bad bargain. The anti-Soviet coali-
tion began to crack. The fissures
opened wider and wider and it was
finally rent In twain. One nation after
another made peace with the Soviet
•government, until the count stands to-
day as follows: Germany, Austria,
Denmark, Esthonla, Latvia, Lithu-
ania, Afghanistan, Finland, Poland,
Persia, Great Britain, Italy, Greece,
Mexico, Norway, China and France.

threatening never to “shake hands
with the bloody Bolsheviks” but
later they did, and sent perfumed
notes to Moscow telling about the
cordial relations that hitherto existed
between the Russian people and the
people of whatever country found
Itself obliged to talk business with
the revolutionary government of Mos
cow.

It is no accident that the govern-
ments of Europe were obliged to do
penance for their sins by makint,

’

n
pillgrimage to Moscow, the Mecca
of the social revolution. Bankrupt
as a result of the war, their product-
ive powers impaired, the markets of
the world lost to them. lost in moot
Instances to the United States, which
profit ted by the war "for democracy,”
Ithey hungered for the Russian mar-
kets and the Russian wealth that lay
buried in her soil waiting to be ex-
ploited. Their fear of Bolshevism
was great, but beggars can’t he choos-
ers and having to choose between the
devil of Bolshevism and the deep blue
sea of Industrial bankruptcy, they
took a chance on tho devil, hoping
against hope that he could be de
horned and dehoofed and otherwise
made to conform with the God o!
capitalism. But so far he is the
winner.

The United States capitalists did
not find themselves in the deplorable
condition that confronted the Europ-
ean governments after the war was
over. They had gold, their machin-
ery was In good condition and they
wore cocky with the feeling of having
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Seven Years Ago - - By Max Bedacht
they succeeded in uniting these Com-
munist forces internationally and to
create a nucleus around which the
revolutionary resistance of the prole-
tariat of the world against the im-
perialist governments and the imper-
ialist war could be organized.

Imperialism had its weakest spot in
Russia. The capitalist class of that
country was only just developing. In
many instances the Russian capital-
ists were only the administrators of
foreign capital imported into Russia.
This urge was met half-way by the
semi-feudal desires for expansion of
the eld autocracy of the Romanoffs
and their Immediate backers, the
great landowners. Thus backward Rus-
sia, too, launched its ship of state on
the high-seas of the imperialist war.

At tho head of the government
stood a tboroly rotten autocracy
whose morality sometimes was even
too mnch for the none too delicate nos-
trils of an always-devoted bourgeoisie.
Side by side with this rotten and cor-
rupt autocracy and its machinery of
state, the capitalist class (the bour-
geoisie) stood, supporting the autoc-
racy and revelling in its position as
his majesty’s most loyal and devoted
opposition. That was the upper strata.

But below this thin veneer of
wealth and power there were the
masses ofßßussiaa—a not very numer-

War! Millions of humans in uniforfn
set against each other, armed with
most modern and effective instrum-
ents of murder and destruction, mov
ing by the order of little groups of
big capitalists to conquer the world
for them. That was the picture of the
world in 1917.

Capitalism, born in a revolution and
destined to die by one, had been mov-
ing rapidly toward the climax of its
development. The ever-increasing in-
tensity of exploitation had increased
profits to unheard-of proportions. New
capital was accumulated in ever great-
er haste. Yet most of the chance for
home investment seemed to be ex-
hausted and the hunger for foreign
fields of exploitation grew apace.

While the increasing intensity of
exploitation had raised the productiv-
ity of labor tremendously, the share
of labor in its products grew relative-
ly smaller. This discrepancy could
not but develop into a conflict, which
would either change production from
one of profit ter a few, to one for
satisfying the needs of many—or it
would throw the world back into bar-
barism.

Capitalism, driven by an ever-in-
creasing hunger for profit, reached out
into unconquered territory. With its
native proletariat armed to the teeth
in attempts te colonize all the world
and to transform it into one huge
profit mill for one dominating group of
capitalists and to reduce the working
class portion of the human race tc
robots, that was the aim it set out to
accomplish. This process of transfor-
mation to be aohieved by a series of
imperialist wars which were to settle
the question of the supremacy of one
group of the warring capitalist nations
and at the same time are to solve the
problem of military conquest of the
earth.

This stage es capitalist develop-
ment, altho of recent date, could not
surprise the world by its appearance.
Marxism, Communism, had laid bare
the very entrails of the capitalist sys-
tem predicting the phenomena of im-
perialism. Unlike the augurs of old,
the Marxians base their predictions
not on the windings of the entrails,
but on a scientific analysis es the ori-
gin and character of the food passing
thru the body of capitalism. This
food was seen to be the life-blood of
the working class; it was seen to cir-
culate thru the body of capitalism as
profit, turning into new capital; it
was seen to fatten up that body of
capitalism to a degree that it became
a menace to the working class. So
that the working class had only two
alternatives: To destroy capitalism
as the dominating force of society, or
to be swallowed up irretrievably by
the profit-hungry monster.

Preparing for the crisis and helping
to hasten its advent, the Marxians, the
Comunists, had organized and educat-
ed the most conscious portions of the
working class for the constantly in-
tensifying struggle against capitalism
Imperialism was shown to be a
menace to society itself. As an
answer to a call by capitalism
for imperialist war, was issued thf
call for the proletarian revolution.
Thus the fear of the working masses
for an imperialist war was alleviated
by tho hope for a revolution. "The
capitalist governments will not dare’
—that was the opinion of the masses
on the very eve of the first of a series
of imperialist wars. But they did dare,
Tho call for the war went out. The
governments followed the urge of
their profit-hungry ruling class and
transformed the world into a shamble.
Most of the official leaders of the
working class failed miserably in
awakening the only fit echo to this
call for war—the call for a proletar-
ian revolution.

But there were exceptions. The
Marxians, the Communists, tho con-
fronted by an unprecedented wave of
patriotic paroxysm, upheld the revolu
tionary banner of the proletariat. Es-
pecially active in this respect were
the Bolsheviks, the left wing party of
the Russian socialists. With confer-
ences at Zimnierwald and Kienthal,

The crash came. Strikes developed
in Petrograd; the troops sent against
the strikers fraternized with them. The
army deserted; the crown slipped off
the head of the last of the Romanoffs
of Rasputin’s infamy.

For years the bourgeoisie had act-
ed as his majesty’s loyal opposition.
But never did this bourgeoisie dare to
even think of revolution. But now'
that they were confronted with a fait
accompli, Miluikofi’, the outstanding
leader of the bourgeoisie had coined
the slogan, "Rather defeat than revo-
lution!" But here the workers and
peasants in uniform had made the rev-
olution. The very ground was shak-
ing upon which this bourgeoisie stood..
Danger lay in hesitation.

So they acted. They deserted the
front trench of defense of the old
order—czariom, and retreated to a
stronger line of defense, a capitalist
provisional government The bour-
geoisie had in the Duma representa-
tion a natural general staff. All that
W'as needed was a little change of
roles and the same drama could con-
tinue under a new name. Yesterday
the landowners were the masters, with
the bourgeoisie as loyal satraps. To-
day the bourgeoisie threw over its
shoulders the cloak of authority and
received the oath of loyalty from the
new satraps, the rich landowners. The

KRONSTADT BOLSHEVIK SAILORS

Arrive in Petrograd to Fight Kornilov.

ous but class conscious proletariat and
and large mass of poor, starving and
overawed peasantry.

The corrupt bureaucracy of the au-
tocracy could not supply the leader-
ship—and the under developed indus
try of Russia could not supply the ma-
terials necessary for a successful pro-
secution of the war. The collapse
was inevitable. It came with a crash,

The Russian workers, whose organ-
izations were suppressed and whose
leaders were persecuted even in nor'
mal times, found the war an added
weight on their shoulders. The police
became tho all-powerful taskmaster,
driving a dissatisfied proletariat back
into the treadmill of capitalist profits.
But this proletariat had a revolution-
ary tradition. The only attempts of

I mass revolt against upspeakable and
unbearable czarism in the past were
made and led by this proletariat. The
increased pressure upon them could
not subdue them but could only In-
crease the counter-pressure Jn the
same ratio.

The army In the field, the masses of
exploited and oppressed peasants in
uniform, the strongest basis of czar-
ism, began to crumble. Corrupt gen
orals, even up to the minister of war,
Suchomlinov, betrayed them; corrupt
officials stole their equipment or the
money appropriated for them; reac-
tionary officers tortured them; and
their fathers and brothers at home on
the land were ruined by the food poli-
cies of the government. Under these
sufferings of the soldiers, the proverb-
ial loyalty of the Muzhiks was crushed
and autocracy found that bayonets
may be good to lean upon, but are not
good to sit upon.

masses, the suffering workers and
peasants, altho they had set out in J
grim determination to throw down
from the pedestal of its power, czar-
ism, were to continue to suffer, to con-
tinue to be exploited and oppressed.
Tho whole machinery of state remain-
ed what it was. The component parts
changed color—that was all. The
monarchists of yesterday became the
republicans of today. The imperial
colors were replaced by red. The old
police officials had their uniforms al
tered to fit new requirements, but
they and their system continued in
power. Under the cloak of republican-
ism the forces of the old order fought
for life against the revolution. And
yet the world at large and the ex
plotted at home were persuaded that
this was the revolution.

No matter how dignifiedly these
pseudo-revolutionists played their role
in this comedy in the open, secretly
they conspired for the return of the

!Romanoffs. The day after the proc-
lamation of the provisional govern-
ment in March, 1917, Miluikoff, who
ito this very day parades his staunch
republican qualities in Paris, proposed

, the proclamation of Alexis, son of the
! deposed Romaneff, as czar and the
| eppointment of his uncle, Mihail Alex-
androvltch, as regent In the council-
room of the provisional government,
the loyal hearts of the “monarchist-

! revolutionists" could beat more freely
land the betrayal of tho very revolu-
tion they pretended to lead could be
proposed more shamelessly.

All achlevsments and hopes of the
revolution would have undoubtedly
found their graves in these council
rooms, had the revolutionary masses

abandoned their posts after the first
victory. But they did not. Simultan-
eously with the usurpation of power
by the bourgeoisie, the revolting
workmen and soldiers created the in-
strument of a revolutionary govern-
ment of their own, a workers’ and
soldiers’ council, a Soviet. The bourge-
oisie had its general staff in its Duma
committee, while it found its instru-
ment of power in the existing machin-
ery of government. Counter-revolution
ary as it- was, the Duma committee
found a willing accomplice in the old
machinery of state. The revolution-
ary masses of workers and soldiers
on the other hand, had their general
staff in the leading proletarian parties,
but they lacked an instrument of
power and struggle. They had to
create one.

The Soviets of workmen and sold-
iers came into existence in answer to
that need. They became the organiza-
tional instrument through which the
ifight against the old order could be
carried on and, with the final de-
feat of this order, they became the
basic structure of the new one. The
Soviets represented the authority of
the forces of revolution, just as the
machinery of government under the
czar and under Miluikoff or Keren-
sky were representing the authority
of the counter-revolutionary forces. A
fight to the finish was inevitable.

Either the old order would succeed
in defeating the Soviets, then revolu-
tion was doomed and the old govern-
ment would remain in power—or the
Soviets would be victorious, would
destroy tho old order and its govern-
ment; then these Soviets would be-
come the government of the new or-
der. The hesitating leadership of the
Soviets, that of the Mensheviks, pre-
vented the facing of this conflict. They
desired to solve it not by a victory
of the Soviet*, but by their abdica-
tion.

Thus the conflict between revolu-
tion and counter-revolution manifest-
ed, itself not so much in the struggle
between the Soviets and provisional
government, hut in battles for lead-
ership of the Soviets between the
henchmen of the bourgeoisie, the
Mensheviks and the representatives
of the Revolutionary proletariat—the
Bolsheviks.

The Mensheviks at first denied that
support of the provisional government
was tantamount to a betrayal of the
revolution; but when the language
of the facts began to thunder so loud
that they could no Ion; • claim lgnor-

■ ance, then they maintained that a vic-
tory of the bourgeoisie is necessary

; and consequently their support of It
was justified.

The revolutionary masses did not
share this treacherous opinion. They
refused to fight on the battlefields of
imperialism for Constantinopole while

I their revolutionary land committees
at home were sent to prison by the
former czar’s jailers wearing red
cockades.

The logic of the struggle drove the
Soviets into the hands of the Bolshe-
viks. Created for struggle, the So-'
viets followed the most aggressive
leadership and elected Bolsheviks on
ail committees.

Now the decks were cleared for
action. The conflict became a clear
one between the working class fol-
lowed by the poor peasantry and the
allied bourgeoisie and landowners,
with the Mensheviks and socialist-
revolutionaries as their henchmen.
The revolution could proceed.

Like lightning penetrates darkness
so was the counter-revolutionary at-
titude of the Mensheviks and socialist-
revolutionary leadership of the So-
viets illuminated for a moment by the
Kornllovlade. Here were the com-
manders of the army using their man-
date from the republic to overthrow
it. Here were the ministers of the
revolutionary government in conspir-
acy with the monarchist generals in
Counter • revolutionary plots. Here
was the revolution threatened in its
existence by the very people entrus-
ted with its defense.

Excitement rose to fever heat. Tho
(Continued on Page 6.)
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Tiie Russian Revolution and (be Communist International
By C. E. RUTHENBERG. )

The glorious victory of the Russian
workers on November 7, 1917, did not
only bring into existence the first
workers’ government. Great as was
the triumph of the Russian prole-
tarian revolution in establishing the
workers’ state in Russia, the Russian
workers thru their victory made even
a greater contribution to the workers
of the world. Thru their victory, they
laid the foundation for the creation
of the Communist International, which
is today the center and rallying point
for the revolutionary workers the
world over.

There had been left wing socialist
groups within the Second Internation-
al even prior to the outbreak of the
world war in 1914. When the Second
International fell to pieces under the
impact of the war, these groups en-
deavored to come teg ether in order to
form a nucleus tor s nsw interna-
tional. Meetings wers held at Zlm-
merwald and Kienthal, during the
war, at which tentative efforts were
made to unite these groups. These
efforts, however, did not bring any
permanent results.

It required the clarifying experience
of the first victorious proletarian re-
volution to lay the foundation for the
new international. The Russian work-
ers under the leadership of the Bob
shevlki organized (heir Soviets and
with the slogan “All power to the Sov-
iets” on their lips, struck the blow
which brought the first proletarian
state into existence; they showed on
the field of action the course which
the proletarian revolution takes and
the basis of the new proletarian state.
The way to power tor the proletariat
was no longer a theory, but had been
demonstrated thru action. The ex-
periences and examples of theRussian
workers made the Marxian theory

they had put to test stand out in a
great new white light The murky
clouds in which the Second Interna-
tional bad hidden the principles of
Marx were dispersed by this great
shaft of light Thru their example,
thru their practice, thru their action
on the field of battle, the Russian
workers taught the revolutionary
groups in other countries the read
they must travel in order to win their
victory.

In every country, strong groups in
the socialist parties rallied to the prin-
ciples of Marxism as illuminated by
Leninist practice in the victory of
November 7, 1917. Thus the Russian
proletarian revolution created the
Communist International. When the
call tor the first congress of the Com-
munist International was issued, tn
March, 1919, there were groups in
every country ready to answer the
call and to join in forming the Com-
munist International. The Russian
workers, thru their victory, had not
only created their own workers' state,
but had crested the organization
which would lend and direct the world
proletarian revolution.

The Communist International.
In the seven yean that the Russian

workers have defended and made
safe their victory, the Communist In-
ternational has spread its influence to
the uttermost places of the earth. To-
day there is not a place on the face
of the globe where the Communist In-
ternational has not some following
where its appeal to the workers of
the world has not some response. In
fifty-one countries the Communist In-
ternational has organized its sections.
It is the leader of an organization
of revolutionary workers which num-
ber from two to two-aad-a-half mil-
lion and its Influence and leadership
extends over tens of millions other
workers. If, when Marx and Kngola

wrote the first Communist Manifesto,
it was true "that a specter was haunt-
ing Europe—the specter of Commu-
nism,” this is a thousand timeß more
Urue today.

The capitalist governments the
world over hate and fear the Commu-
nist International. And well they may,
for its power is not limited or restrict-
ed by national boundaries. If the
English ruling class hates the Com-
munist International it is because it
knows that the influence of the Com-
munist International reaches into
England, and when it speaks, the Eng-
lish workers respond. If the French
government hates and fearq the Com-
munist International, it is because it
knows that hundreds of thousands,
yea, millions of French workers listen
when the Communist International
■peaks and are ready to follow its
leadership- If Mr. Hughes hates and
fears the Communist International, it
is because ha knows that in the Unit-
ed Staten the Communist International
has its organized section and its fol-
lowers ready to unite witk the work-
ers the world ovor in rallying under
its leadership. , ,

Protecting the Workers* Victory.
The Communist International creat-

ed thru the Russian revolution haa in
turn become the greatest defender of
the victory of the Russian workers.

If the might es the imperialist capi-
talist world has not been organized
and thrown against the Russian work-
ers’ state in one united effort to de-
stroy it. it Is because the power es the
Communist International has made
such a united offensive impossible.

When tn 1990, England threatened
Soviet Russia, during the Polish war,
it was the power es the Communist la-
tenttional, speaking thru the English
workers’ councils of action which
called a halt to British imperialism.
It was the power of the Communist

International which was expressed in
the strikes of Italian workers, Ger-
man workers, French workers, yes,
even American workers, who refused
to handle munitions of war for use
by Poland against Soviet Russia. ,

The Imperialist capitalist naUons
have not dared to openly mobilise
their power and strike at the Russian
Workers’ Republic because within the Nborders of these capitalist imperialist
nations, there stand the armies ot
the Communist International, ready to
act under its leadership against such
an imperialist attempt. If the im-
perialist capitalist governments dared
to, they would long ago have made
the attempt to destroy the first prole-
tarian government That they have
not dared to, la doe to the fact that
their attempt to mobilise their power
would be answered by the marching
millloan es proletarian workers with
the ary, "Hands Off Soviet RuseteT

Celebrate Beginning es World
Revolution.

In celebrating the anniversary es
the triumph of the Russian werkars
we do not only celebrate the victory
of the Ruasiaa workers. We cele-
brate the beginning of the world r*fe-
tation, we celebrate the creation es
the Communist International which
came out of the victory of the Rus-
sian workers, we celebrate the crea-
tion of that Marxist Leninist leader-
ship es the revolutionary workers
which baa already spread its prin-
ciples and organization to all parts
at the world which today is thunder
ing at the doors es capitalism sad
which tomorrow will crash thru those
doors and become the center es the
World Proletarian State. As we bRU
the glorious triumph of the Russian
workers, we also cry out, “Hail to
the Communist International built up-
on the rock foundation of he Russian
proletarian victory!” t

'

¥ SEVEN YEARS AGO
(Continued from preceding pege.)

masses turned tor leadership to the
Bolsheviks who had answered the at-
tacks of those in power against the
revolution by the slogan: "All power
to the Soviets!” '

Tes, all power to the Soviets! Let
the masses that started the revolution
defend and complete it Let those
masses transform the only instrument
of defense of the revolution, the So-
viets, into their instrument of power,
into a revolutionary government

With the leadership es the Soviets
in the hands of the Bolsheviks, the sit
notion clarified and the struggle be-
tween the Soviets and the old state
began in earnest. It ended with the
defeat of the old order and the glor
ious advent of the new. At last the
proletariat of the world had regained
its power of speech and through its
Russian brother# it answered the
crime of the first Imperialist world
war with the establishment of the
first workers’ state. For the first
time in history the proletariat had
claimed its heritage and succeeded by
Its own efforts. A new epoch was
initiated and the construction of a
new society had begun. The domina-
tion of property over the people was
ended and the control es the people
over property was established. The
dictatorship of capitalism was term-
inated and the dictatorship of the
working class proclaimed instead. The,
revolution of February bad been a
skirmish of the advance guard. The
victorious emergence of the proletar-
iat from that skirmish suggested to
the defendants of the old order the
tactic to take command of the attack-
ing army, thus insuring its defeat Bnt
the watchful eye, the dear insight,
and the spirit of relentless struggle
that dominated the Bolsheviks and
their revered leader, Lenin, frustrated
this plan. In the revolution of Novem-
ber, the main battle waw fought tn
which the strategy of capitalism col-
lapsed and the final victory of the
tollers was achieved.

Marxism, Communism, had achieved
its triumph. Lenin, the Incomparable
theoretician and strategist, had united

Marxian theory with Communist tac-
tics and action in a perfect synthesis
of the November revolution and the es-
tablishment of the first workers' state

Seven years have passed—sever
years of struggle, of suffering, of mis
ery, and of brilliant achievements.
The taking over of power by the So-
viets marked the beginningof the most
heroic efforts that only a revolution
ary class is capable of performing.
Although the Soviets propanted In
themselves a new machinery es gov-
ernment, one that was to replace en-
tirely the old one, yet, too many
threads of the old administrative
machinery of the vast empire of Rus
Bla still ran through the hands of the
old bureaucracy. Says Ariande Tyr-
kova, a bitter toe of the Soviets, of
the first days after November: “The
minor council of ministers continued
its sittings, striving to preserve th<
succession of authority and, tt pos-
sible, to reinstate the power of the
provisional government. . . The en
tire mechanism of the state was un-
der their control.” Sabotage set in
oh a scale never before witnessed,
and perpetrated by a class who, dur-
ing its rule, had dealt with mere talks
of sabotage against them, as major
crimes. To destroy the last remnants
of this state machinery became the fore-
most task of the new rulers. The
worker who had come out of the sac
tory only yesterday to exchange his
tool for a rifle, today had to exchange
his rifle for a pen and become pert
of the administrative machine of the
new workers’ state. For a time, two
parallel machines fought a life and
death struggle; one old, experienced,
trained in its task, but obsolete and
representative of a defeated class:
the other, new, inexperienced, to a
certain degree even chaotic, but re-
presentative of a victorius new ruling
class, the proletariat. Bnt this new
class had that indispensable quality
of a revolutionary class of which Dan-
ton speaks: “L'audace, l'audace, et
toujour l’audace!” Boldness, boldness,
and forever boldness! Thus the old
state was destroyed, utterly annihilat
ed, sad, like a phoenix out of the ash

ea, there emerged finally the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics.

The victory of the Russian workers
seven years ago rekindled the hope of
the toiling millions the world over.
The sun of the new workers’ state ot
Russia lighted the path of struggle
that the proletariat of the world must
travel. It inspired these masses. It
taught them how to succeed.

But this victory also drove fear in-
to the camp ot capitalism. Its solid-
arity manifested itself at once and the
deadly foes on the battlefields of
Europe, entente and central powers,
became allies on Russian soil for a
common campaign against the So-
viets. The “humanitarian” Wilson
tried to spit the red heart of revolu
tionary Russia cm the bayonets of an
expeditionary force of American sold-
iers. The successors of Danton and
Robespierre, the present rulers of
France, played the role of the Duke
of Brunswick in the Russian revolu
tion. The armies of the maglomaniac
William, harrassed the workers' re-
public and robbed it of its most val
uable provinces. And while English
money bought and paid for counter-
revolutionary uprisings within Soviet
Russia, an English army stole for the
ruling powers ot England, the val-
uable oii-iields on the south of the
Black Sea. But even against a world
of enemies the Russia of the workers
prevailed. The enemy within was
smashed by the force of the Red Ter-
ror—the enemy from without by the
force of the Red Army. And today,

though grinding (heir teeth in impot-
ent rage, ene by one the capitalist
governments must recognise the hated
new power. The United States alone,
of all great nations, cannot forget
the wrongs it did to Soviet Russia.
Tt refuses recognition. Bnt, like rev-
olutionary France of old told Austria,
so Soviet Russia can tell the Pepk
sniffß at Washington: "Soviet Russia
is like the sun. Ten may refuse to
recognize it; but yet It shines.”

Revolutions are the
history. The revolution of November,
1917, pulled the develpment of so-
cioty along with the speed of an ex-
press train. It broke the power of
capitalism in Russia. It revealed the
rottenness of world capitalism. It
demonstrated the strength of the
proletariat. Like a monument to that
strength it stands out in Its great-
ness and magnificence and sings out
to the proletariat of the world the in-
spiring hymn of the Social Revolu-
tion :

Arise ye prisoners of starvation!
Arise, ye wretched of the earth!
For justice thunders condemnation;
A better world's in birth!

Have you heaved your brick?
PITTSBURGH, PA.
DR. RASNICK

DENTIST
Rendering Expert Dental Servicefor 20 Years.

Mo SMITHFIELD ST.. Near 7th Ave.
1627 CENTER AVE.. Cor. Arthur St.

Come Over!
At any time during the day or evening if you have

an hour to spare—come over and volunteer your help
to enable us to get out a heap of mailing, inserting and
other odd jobs on the campaign to increase the circu-
lation of the DAILY WORKER and the WORKERS
MONTHLY. We are very busy and have loads of work
—help us out—come over!
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Leaders-Not “Heroes”-of the Russian Revolution
By J. LOUIS ENGDAHL.

IT is well that Nov. 7, the anniver-
sary of the Russian Bolshevik vic-

tory, falls so quickly upon the period
of the American national elections. It
gives workers in this country, who
have been won to the reading of Com-
munist literature, an opportunity to
compare the “heroes” of American pol-
itics, puny and colorless, with the in-
spiring personalities of the men and
women—the leaders—who carried to
victory the standards of the Russian
workers’ and peasants’ struggle for
emancipation.

• • •

In his little pamphlet on “Lenin:
The Great Strategist of the Class
War,” we find A Losovsky, secretary
of the Red International of Labor Un-
ions, heading one of his- chapters, “A
Leader, Not a Hero.”

There were those who wanted to
deck up Lenin as a “hero of the mass-
es,” in the efTort to disprove the ma-
terialistic conception of history. But
Lenin was the leader of his class; not
its hero, Losovsky points out in reply.

* * •

The same is true of all the other
comrades of the Russian Soviet revo-
lution whose names are becoming
more and more familiar to toilers in
every land.

* * •

There is Michael Ivanovitch Kalin-
in, the peasant president of the Soviet
Republic, the second president under
Soviet rule. He was selected for this
position when Sverdlov died of the
typhus in 1918. Kalinin has bean a
connecting link between the city and
land workers.

%•* * *

Leon Trotsky is still the Soviet min
ister of war. He is the head of the
Red Army. Trotsky is the man of
action, the originator, the organizer
He was born in 1877, suffered impris-

onment and exile under the czar,
spent some time in the United Stateß
immediately preceding the revolution,
but returned to Russia at the first op-
portunity to help build the Soviet Re-
public.

• • s

We hear more and more of Christ-
ian Rakovsky, who was the president
of the Ukraine, now mentioned as the
Soviet ambassador to Paris, since
French recognition 'ht Soviet rule.
Louise Bryant wrote of Rakovsky
that he never reached any important
decision without consulting Lenin
Rakovsky comes from the Balkans,
having been born in the little Bulgar-
ian town of Kotel. Driven from one
country to another under the whip of
reaction, he has, since the Nov. 7th rev-
olution, in 1917, represented the work
era and peasants of Soviet Russia ir
other lands. While president of the
Ukraine he was also a member of the
Executive Committee of the Commun
ist International.

• • •

Os course, at the head of the Soviet
foreign office, in Moscow, is Gregory
Vassilievitch Tchicherin. Tchicherin
is so deeply serious tn his work that
he could not, on one occasion, see the
humor of an American capitalist news-
paper publishing a fake interview with
Lenin, discussing everything from the
Irish problem to the Russian ballet.
This Tchicherin comes from one of
the oldest and most aristocratic fam-
ilies of the days of the czar. But he
has been guiding successfully for
years the foreign affairs of the Bolshe-
vik Republic.

• * •

Side by side with Tchicherin, we
find Maxim Litvinov, who worked with
Lenin since the Russian Communist
Party was created up to the time of
the latter’s death. Litvinov was one
of the Soviet representatives sent to

London in the early negotiations over
the question of British recognition.

• • •

In England with Litvinov we find
Leonid Krassin, who once managed
the great Putilov factory and was con-
sidered one of the most able engineers
in Russia. He was a great power in
Russia’s early days of reconstruction.

• • •

There are plenty of other men of
great ability in the Soviet foreign of-
fice, who run rings around the diplo-
mats of capitalist countries. Another
outstanding figure is Michael Kara-
khan, who has been carrying on such
successful work in the orient, es-
pecially with Japan and China; not to
overlook the great achievements of
Joffe.

• • •

But there are not only men com-
rades in Russia’s foreign service. Al-
exandra Kollontai, veteran of the Rus
sian revolutionary movement, is. the
Soviet representative at Christiania,
the capital of Norway. She spent
much time in exile in Germany while
the czar still ruled in Russia, but re
turned immediately following the in-
ception of the revolution.

• * *

Moissaye J. Olgin, who has just re-
turned from Soviet Russia, says that
someone tried to tell him that Anatol
Lunacharsky, the Soviet minister of ed-
ucation, was just a figurehead in the
workers’ and peasants' government.
But jOlgin later learned that this in-
formant was an anti-Bolshevik and
spent his time in denouncing, in a
similar manner, all Soviet officials.
Lunacharsky holds that illiteracy was
Russia's greatest curse under the czar
and he is working to wipe it out as
rapidly as possible under the Soviel
rule. Reports indicate that he is suc-
ceeding very rapidly.

It was Alexis Ivanovitch Rykov who
succeeded Lenin as the president of
the Council of People’s Commissars.
This was the unanimous decision of
the Central Executive Committee and
ratified the action of the All-Russian
Soviet Congress.

• • •

But these are all comrades engaged
in the work of the Soviet government.
There are also the comrades more ac-
tive in the Communist International
like Gregory Zinoviev, president of
the Petrograd Soviet, but also the
head of the Communist World Party
—the Communist International.

• • *

Karl Radek is declared to be one of „

Communism’s best propagandists. He
has been for a long time head of the
Soviet propaganda bureau.

• • •

Nikolai Bucharin, another powerful
Communist writer, is the editor of the
official organ of the Russian Commun-
ist Party, the Pravda.

* * •

George Steklov is the head of the
editorial staff of the Izvestia, the of-
ficial organ of the Russian Soviet gov-
ernment

• • •

These are only a few of the lead-
ers—not “heroes”— of the Russian
Soviet revolution. They are of the
revolution. They sprang from the vic-
torious struggle of the masses of op-
pressed agairist the capitalist reaction.

Under the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, the transition stage towards
Communism, multitudes of such lead-
ers are rising to take up the new
tasks—the building of the Communist
society. The workers in all other
lands may well pnvy the workers and
peasants of Soviet Russia their lead-
ership.

This is something for the hero-
worshiping American workers to look
into on this Seventh Soviet Annlver-
sary. I

Seven Years of Triumphant Soviet Rule
By JAY LOVESTONE.

THE Workers’ and Farmers’ Soviet
Republic, the Union of Socialist

Soviet Republics, is now entering up-
on its eighth year.

The years of foreign invasion, the
years of famine and war, the years of
economic blockade are at an end. The
enemies of the working and farming
masses of Soviet Russia have been de-
feated. Communism is increasing its
strength rapidly.

The economic chaos wrought by the
war and czarist-capitalist inefficiency
the ruin of industry and agriculture
coming in the wake of counter-revo-
lutionary insurrection and sabotage
the stifling of economic progress thru
the imperialist blockade—are all at
an end.

Ignorance, illiteracy, oppression,
economic backwardness, exploitation
—these are, more and more, happily
becoming bygones for the Russian
working and farming masses.

The Birth of Red Russia.
November 7, 1917: The birthday!

The capitalist Kerensky puppet gov
ernment is overthrown. The Com-
munists win power. “All power to the
Soviet of workers, soldiers and peas-
ants! Peace! Bread! Land!” are the;
slogans of the victorious Communists |
under the leadership of the old guard
of the Russian Communist Party—
Lenin and Zinoviev. Soviet rule is
established. The roar and thunder of
the social revolution strike terror into
the hearts of the imperialists the world
over. The workers of the world hail
the new day.

Comunism Ends World War.
November 7, 1918: The first anni-

versary! It was the Communist prop-
aganda and the Communist spirit
spread amongst the great mass of
German soldiers that brought about
the end of kalserism and the imper-
ialist war. Not until the effective
Communist agitation directed by the
Bolshevik Party of Russia broke up

the efficient German military machine
was the Prussian junker-capitalist al- :
liance forced to seek an end of hos-
tilities. Not until the allied imperial- i
ists began to dread the rising Soviet
power were they compelled to consid-
er even an armistice.

Soviet Republic Crushes Intervention.
November 7, 1919: The second

birthday! The countless efforts of
world imperialism camouflaged and
inspired by Woodrow Wilson, to over-
throw the Soviet Republic have been
decisively crush by the prowess of the
Red Army. While the Russian work-
ing and farming masses under the
leadership of their Communist Party
were putting to rout their enemies at
home and abroad, the social-democrat-
ic leaders in other European coun-
tries were serving as the hangmen of
their proletariat. It was the traitor
ous social-democracy of Gremany that
drowned the Spartican revolution and
that aided and abetted the overthrow
of the Soviet Republic in Bavaria. II
was with the connivance and comfort
of the Hungarian social-democracy
that Mr. Hoover was able to engineer
the drowning blood of the Soviet gov-
ernment in Hungary. In all these
dark hours the Russian Communist

J Party, at the head of the Soviet Re-
I public, held aloft the banner of the
world social revolution.

Ring of Iron and Fire Broken.
November 7, 1920: The third anni

versary! More and more the capital
ist powers are beginning to recognize
that Soviet Russia is invincible. The
oldest capitalist government, on whose
land the sun never sets, Great Britain,
recognizes its failure to crush the
workers’ and farmers’ Soviet Repub-
lic by force of arms. Captain O’Grady
is appointed to negotiate with Com-
rade Krassin at Copenhagen This
marks the beginning of the collapse of
the murderous blockade of the S?viel
Republic. It marks the beginning of
the end of the so-called cordon sani-

taire—the capitalist imperialist ring of I
iron and fire thrown around Soviet
Russia in order to break the backbone
of international Communism.
Last Imperialist Attack Shattered..
November 7, 1921: The fourth birth-

day! The victorious Red Army has
succeeded in sweeping into oblivion
the imperialist counter-revolutionary
lackeys. The Kolchaks, the Yuden-
itches, the Wrangels and the horde of
lesser hooligans have all been smash-
ed by the workers' and peasants’ Red
Army. The American working men
are beginning to demand peace with
Soviet Russia. American soldiers
stationed in Murmansk and Siberia
mutiny. Reactionary Poland is forced
to give up its war against the Soviet
Republic. The Kronstadt revolt, the
last flicker of counter-revolutionary
hope, is extinguished.

Vanquishing the Famine.
November 7, 1922: The fifth anni-

versary! The allied imperialists, de-
spairing of their nefarious plans to
overthrow the Soviet Republic thru a
frontal attack, are planning to resort
to other means. Soviet Russia is in
vited to meet the imperialist agents at
the Genoa and Hague conferences. The
famine sweeps the Volga valley. The
working classes thruout the world ral-
ly to the support of the starving work-
ers and peasants of the Soviet Repub-
lic. The Fourth World Congress of
the Communist International and the
First World Congress of Red Interna-
tional of Labor Unions mark the vic-
tory of the Soviet Republic over the
worst famine in the history of Russia.
The trial of the
enemies of the Soviet Republic
into ugly relief the alliance between
the saffron social-democracy and the
black monarchist reaction.

i Rebuilding Soviet Russia.
November 7, 1923: The sixth birth-

day! The famine has been complote-
! ly liquidated. The harvest brings a
bumper crop. Gigantic exhibition in

Moscow shows inestimable progress
in the rebuilding of agriculture in the
Soviet domains. Red Russia is build-
ing a huge air fleet and increasing the
effectiveness of its revolutionary
army. Tremendous headway is being
made in the reconstruction of indus-
try.

Communist Russia Triumphant.
November 7. 1924: The seventh an-

niversary! The Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics is triumgjiant. Im-
perialist France, the arch enemy of
Soviet Russia, the essence and incar-
nation of capitalist hostility to the
first workers’ and farmers’ Soviet Re-
public, recognizes the bankruptcy of
its anti-Soviet policy. The French
government is compelled to extend un-
conditional de Jure recognition to the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.
At least nineteen capitalist govern-
ments have been forced to confess the
failure of their campaigns against the
Soviet Republic and have granted full
recognition to the Soviet government.
Within one year at least twelve cap-
italist governments, amongst which
are to be found England, Italy, the -

Baltic countries and France, have for-
mally recognized the Soviet govern-
ment. Japanese recognition is now
only a matter of weeks at the most.
Soon the entire continent of Asia will
have recognized the Soviet Republic.

Soviet industry and trade are mak
ing remarkable progress. Soviet Rus-
sia has come out victorious over coun-
terrevolution, foreign invasion, tom-
line and capitalist blockade.
I The Communist International, thepleader of the International revolution-
ary proletariat, is stronger than ever.
Its active, disciplined adherents are
increasing by'leaps and bounds. To-
day the Communist International is
the mortal and only dreaded enemy
of the imperialist biunderbund at the
head of which now stand the Ameri-
cas financial and industrial capitalist
overlords. A,
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The Russian Communist Party
(Continued from Page 2.)

connection with the old guard of pre-
revolutionary Communist fighters.
Members of the Central Committee
are Communists of long standing. Sec-
retaries of the District and Province
Committees may be only Communists
who joined the party prior to October,
1917. Secretaries of the County Com
mittees must be Communists of
three years' standing. Members of
the Central and Province Control
Committees can only be Communists
who actually participated in under-
ground work before the revolution.

Lenin Enrollment
c. The great event that manifested

to the world the attitude of the
masses towards the Communist Party
and brought the party into the vary
heart of the working masses, was the
Lenin Enrollment. When Lenin died,
the party issued a call to the workers
to join the party of Lenin. One
hundred thousand were expected to
join, two hundred and fifty thousand
filed applications, swelling the mem-
bership to 700,00t, flooding the local
nuclei, upsetting all calculations, put
ting an end to the party discussion,
overwhelming the organisation with
the task of assimilating the new
mass. Only workers engaged in In-
dustrial establishments were allowed
to enter the Lenin enrollment. A
quarter million offered its active serv-
ices to the cause of the revolution,
pouring new blood, new energy, new
vigor, new impetus into the body of
the party. This was how the heart of
the working class responded to Len-
in’s cherished organisation.

“Why did you join the party just
after Lenin’s death? Why did you not
become Communists before?" the
writer asked many a rank and filer.

“Because as long as nyltch lived
we were sure he kept an eye on the
party and he weeId always find the
beat way. But when he died, we sim-
ply had to join the party in order to
help It In Its werk."

The task of passing upon the can-
didates of the Lenin Enrollment was
left to the general meeting of every
mill, factory, shop or pit Those
meetings will remain forever to the
history of the party as one of Its most
enchanting moments. Here they have
come, the non-partiaaii workers. Hers
they sit in judgment over applicants
deeirious to join the party. What does
this assemblage of non Comimlats
know about the Communist Party?
How will it be capable of weeding
out the undesirables and recommend-
ing the proper material? Never fear.
The workers know. The workers un-
derstand very dearly Che role of the
Communist Party. Not in vain have
the workers partaken of the great
straggles.

One worker after another rises to
object to individual applications.

"This man is a weakling. A Com-
munist must have a win."

“This man Is stupid. He will not
be able to acquire the knowledge a
Communists cannot get along with-
out”

“This man was a Menshevik. We
do not behave in his sudden conver-
sion. He has yet to prove his devo-
tion to the new order and to Commun-
ism."

"This man is inclined to religions
superstitions. Ha may not become a
Communist till he rid himself of false
ideas."

“This man is not punctual in mono)

affairs. We will not be able to trust
him.”

"This man has mat lod a clean fam-
ily Ufa. He Is not fit for Commun-
ism."

"This man Is drinking. A Commun-
ist must be sober."

On# by one the aspirants passed in
review before the masses of workers
who shoeo the right men and women
for candidate to the Communist Par
ty. The mass ehoee Us awn party.
The "non-partisan" mass shoes its
own Communist loaders.

Greater than this closeness «f mark-
ing class and party the world has

The party la now conducting « stag-

endous work of training those new
Communists, many of whom are men
and women of mature age. A host ol
teachers is giving this mass instruc-
tion In the first principles of social
theory (“The ABC of political sci-
ence”) ; a host of other teachers is in-
troducing the more advanced among
the Lenin Enrollment into the study
of Marxism, while the secretaries of
the nuclei and the party as a whole
are drawing the new recruits into the
various phases of actual party life,
pushing them forward even to the
most advanced positions.

The Vydvishentzy (“those moved to
the fore”) are only one case In tills
variegated problem. Hundreds of
workers recommended by the local
nuclei were taken from the factories

Iand placed In the highest offices of
!the Soviet government, the aim be-
ing, first, to have those fresh and un-
spoiled minds observe the workings
of the various institutions, slmultan-

| eously inspecting them In the name of
the party and learning their mechan-
isms, second, to place those workers
in responsible positions in the respect-
ive offices after they have acquainted
themselves with their administration.
The party thus makes it possible for

secretaries, conferences of secretaries
of nuclei in a given city or district,
general meetings of numbers of nuc-
lei in the same industry or tbs same
locality, etc. All these ways of party
Intercourse convey to the entire or-
ganization the will and the views of
the leading body, at the same time
conveying to the Central Committee
and to the Central Control Committee
the will and the views of the rank
and file members.

The Central Committee which is the
actual government of Russia consists
of 54 members; the Central Control
Committee consists of 152 members.
Tbs Central Committee is the highest
authority of the party, giving direc-
tion to all the activities of every Com-
munist organization, at the same time
it decides upon all the problems con-
fronting the Soviet state.

The decisions of the Communist
Party are being carried out not only
within the party but wherever a Com-
munist happens to work. All Comznun
tots working in the same establish-
ment or delegated to the same non-
partisan conference or congress, or
elected to the same Soviet political
or industrial or educational office, are
organised as a Communist faction
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elected by Its members. Every Coun-
ty Committee is elected by a connty
conference. Regional and provincial
commitees are being elected at con-
ferences of the region or the province.
In the times of underground work
prior to 1917 the officers of the party
were appointed from above. At pre-
sent. when the party leads a free and
open existence, the party leadership,
from the lowest to the highest func-
tionaries is being elected from below,
—with limitations as to the party
standing of the comrade to be elected.

There to freedom of opinion and
freedom of dtocusalen within the Rus-
sian Communist Party. Freedom of
discussion, however, must not he ab-
used so aa to shake the very founda-
tions of the party. Wheat a group
within the party criticizes its activ-
ities in such a manner as to in in-
spire the bourgeoisie with new hope
of a near collapse of the proletarian
power, whan the pass lose let looee
within the party net only tend to de-
nounce existing evils but to discredit
the party outside its ranks and to un-
dermine its vitality within, then the
criticism reaches beyond the mark
and freedom of opinion tarns to bo
n danger Such was the ease with
the last discussion.

One must always bear in mind that
the Russian Communist Party is car-
rying out a oolosaal revolutionary
task, that the revolution has not yet
been concluded, that the enemies are
numerous and cunning, and that
every rift within the party means a
weakening of the power of proletarian
rule.

Housedeanlngs
e. The Russian Communist Party

Is a governing party. It represents
power. It Imposes on its membership
heavy duties but it also puts them
in a privileged position. The Russian
Communist Party is apt to attract per-
sons who join 1Lnot out of devotion to
the cause of the revolution, but out
of selfish motives. The Russian Com-
munist Party to aware of this danger
and to combatting it with all the frank-
ness that characterizes everyone of its
actions. “We are not infallible," says
the party. “We make mistakes. Wc
commit blunders. Only those who do
not not do not err. But we are ready
to remedy evils. We will net stop be-
fore the most drastic measures. The
party mast be and will be an example
of service, of proletarian integrity, es
revolutionary sincerity and devotion.’’
In 1921 the party started tts meet fam-
ous houscciesnlng; in the coarse es
several months 200 thousand were ex-
cluded out of a total membership of
700 thousand. In the spring and sum-
mer of 1924 another honsecleenlng
was conducted, this time exclusively
among the office nuclei, L e. among

: those Communists who work hi Soviet
i institutions.

What are the reasons for exclusion
from the party? First of all, a non-
worker who to n member of the Com-
munist Party must de work for the
party. Even a factory worker to «-

pected to render regular services to
his organization, but he to not always
in a position to do so. As for a non-
worker, an intellectual or semi-intellec-
tual. it is not sufficient for him that he
does his duty in the Soviet Institution:
he must also bs active within his

* nucleus and within the party. Non-
-1 active intellectuals, however useful
otherwise, are considered ballast and
thrown overboard.

Dutiful and capable discharge cf
governmental work to another demand
put up to a Communist He who
shirks his dstles, who soldiers on the
job, who to Inefficient who demoral-
izes tbs staff, who does not live np
to the standards of a proletrian ad-
ministrator to being mercilessly ex-
pelled from the party and removed
from his position, no matter how great
his former services may be The par-
ty has now changed from a war foot-
ing to a comparatively peaceful line
of constructive activities. Men who
were good fighters at the front may
prove rotten administrators in econ-
omic or cultural affairs. The party

(Continued on Pegs fi.)

Smolny Institute—Headquarters of the Bolsheviks

a capable aspiring worker to skip all
intermediary steps and attain to high-
er administrative work in the shortest
possible way. The “ones moved to
the fore" bring with them proletarian
conceptions of economy and order,
proletarian working power, and prole-
tarian freedom from bureaucratic bias.

Democatio Centralism
4. The Russian Communist Party

is built on the principle of Democratic
Centralism. The party la centralised
from top to botom: the decisions of
the Central Committee are law for
every party organisation and every
member. The decisions of the Central
Control Com mitee are equally bind
lug upon every party body and even
member. The decisions of the lower
institutions may be annulled by the in
stltutions. above them. The choice of
officers by lowor institutions is subject
to veto by the superior bodies. The
authority and prestige of the party
must be a matter of the highest con-
oern for every member. The entire
party structure presents a pyramid
the top of which is the Central Com-
mittee while the Regional and Previn
dal Committees, also the Central
Committees of the Individual states
which form the Union (such as the
Central Committee of the Ukrainian
Communist Party) represent the seo-

| tlon of the pyramid just below the top
| the County Committees and the local
nnelei forming the second and third
layer respectively. The eatirs structure
la shot thru by a greater ■ember of areas
sections which represent direct com
moateatien between the top and the
various portions of the pyramid, snob

lonal conferences, provincial confer
IMI, OOftCMTiBCGB OC local

I (caucus). The course of acUon of the
faction to determined by the local or
central committee. The decisions of
the committee or caucus are binding
upon every member. Communists
pearing in a non-Communist gather-
ing or organisation, always act as a
unit No Communist will ever crit-
icize the stand of another Communist
before an audience of strangers. Com-
munists appear to be all of one opin-
ion and defending the same course
when acting in non-CoHumanist sur-
roundings. This is one of the reasons
of their great influence among the
non-partisan masses. The Communist!
know what they want in every case,
they are never caught unprepared, and
they stand all for one and one for
afi.

The party decidedly forbits caucus
es and groupings with the party or-
ganization. No intermediary discip-
line may stand betwen the member
and the party as a whole. No group
loyalty may interfere with the loyalty
of a member to his party. Hvery voti
of a party member within the party
organisation must be dictated by his
best understanding and not by the
collect lv* understanding of a group.
The party forbids caucuses as tending
to dtorapt the unity of the organisa-
tion and weaken Us power in the face
of the enemy who waits for just such
a schism in the leadership at the pro-
letarian revolution.

But while practicing a severe cen-
tralism which makes evsry member
s soldier la a well disciplined army
even to the extant of dictating him hto
kind of work and changing bis place
of sojourn, the Russian Oouunnntot
Party to organised on a democratic
basis. Every secretary of a nucleus is
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The Youth in the Revolution - - By Oliver Carlson
the Soviet Union as rapidly as
conditions permit, link up the school
and factory, combine theory with prac

tice and make out of the rising gen

eration men and women who possess
a balanced training, so they can serve
in the capacity of both brain ami
brawn workers.

Children Both Heard and Seen.
The discrimination against the

youth which exists in every other
country is not to be found in Rus-

sia. The political barriers which pre-
vent all under 21 years of ago to vote
(in many countries the age limit Is
23 or 25 years) does not exist in Rus
sia. Every worker there irrespective
of his age, can participate in all elec-
tions. The barriers set up by the
trade unions in all other countries
against the admittance of young work-
ers do not exist in Russia. Quite to
the contrary, the youth have their
special representatives on all commit-
tees of the unions to see to it that
the interests of the young workers are
especially looked after.

In every respect the young people
of Russia are trained in such a fash-
ion that they will be prepared to state
their views and opinions on all mat-
ters. In their schools, in their clubs,
everywhere, they are expected to gov-
ern themselves as much, as they pos-
sibly can. They are trained to speak
up, not to hold their tongues. The
old saying about "children should be
seen but not heard” is In bad stand-

It is always an exhilirating sight to
see a mass of young people enjoying
themselves. The spirit and enthusiasm
at a football game here or in Great
Britain, the steadied motion of the
young athletes of Germany or Sweden
as they execute their maneuvers are
interesting and enjoyable to everyone;
but these in no way compare with
the almost limitless flow of life and
langhter and goodfellowshlp to be
found at any gathering of the Russian
Komsomols (Young Communists).

Whereas the whole trend of the edu-
cation given in all capitalist countries
is one wherein the individual is taught
to think first and foremost in terms
of his own success, in Russia it is the
opposite. There the students are
taught to regard society As a unit of
which they are parts. They are de-
veloped so that their own advance-
ment and success is measured in
terms of their ability to contribute to
the development and advancement of
the entire community. Social science
becomes a part of the training of chil-
dren from the time when they enter
school, but it does not cease when
school days are over but is carried
on in the workshops, the mines and
the oflices. Furthermore, there is at
no time made the hard and fast line
of distinction between manual and
mental work such as we find thruout
the rest of the world. The work schools,
which are being established all over

ing in Russia. There they want their
.;hildren both seen and heard. As a
consequence, I have seen any num-
ber of good sincere Communists from
other countries almost shocked at the
forwardness, or as some of them put
it, “the audacity” of these youngsters.
The environment under which these
comrades hpd been forced to live the
whole of their lives made it almost
impossible for them to accept the
idea of children talking as equals to
their elders. But the youth of Rus-
sia, freed from the old restraint, is
developing at an almost unbelieveable
rate. Time and again I have wit-
nessed long and serious discussions on
political problems of the day by
groups of kiddies ranging from nine or
ten to fifteen years of age. It is no
longer an unusual thing over there.

The backbone of the Soviet govern-
ment is the Communist Party but
back of that party stands & Young
Communist League with a member-
ship almost a million strong. This is
a mighty army of young workers rang-
ing in age from 15 or 16 to 22 years of
age. Most of them had no part in the
earlier struggles of 1917 or 191S. They
have developed into man and woman-
hood under this new workers’ gov-
ernment—and there are none so loyal
to it as just these young Communists
who know that theirs is the actual
task of building a new social order.
And back of the Komsomols stand the
Young Leninists, hundreds of thou-.

RUSSIAN PARTY
(Continued from Page 7.)

knows no personal considerations. He
who is not fit) must go.

Honesty, integrity, clean living are
a fundamental pre-requisite of a Com-
munist Members are being expelled
for laxity, corruption, favoritism, for
hob-nobbing with bourgeois elements,
for extravagance, haughty attitude to-
wards subordinates, an inclination to
draw away from the mass of workers.
This is a workers' republic, the party
says, and a member who cannot live
the live of a worker may not stay in
the party.

A maximum of earnings has been
fixed by the party for its members.
What a Communist receives above the
maximum must be turned over to the
treasury of the party. Last summer
the maximum which no member of
the party could overstep was 190 roub-
les monthly ($100.)

It is a privilege to be a Communist
In Russia. It is a strenuous task to
he a Communist in Russia. The party
demands, and takes, all a man’s en-
ergy, all his abilities, all his life. A
Communist must set an example for
the rest of mankind. Those who fall
short quit the party.

Women, Youth, Pioneers
L A ramified organization has been

constructed to work among the wo-
men. A splendid, active, boyant, ag-

gressive and spirited organization is
the Union of Communist Youth with a
membership of 600,000. A beatiful
inspiring, happy and hopeful organi-
sation is that of the Pioneers, the Com
mualst children. Color, riotous joy of
life, reckless contempt for bodily diffi-
culties, a burning desire for construct-
ive work in the present and in the fut-
ure are being brought into Russian
life by the youth and children's or-
ganisations.

The Watchman on Guard.
g. We tread a narrow path in a

difficult country We are surrounded
by enemies. We have little expert
enee. We are, so far, alone in our
great endeavor to create a new or-
der. We must be cautious. As long

as we are united and uniform in ac-
tion, we are safe, and safe is the
cause of the revolution. As soon as
ww have deviated from the straight
path, as soon as there appears the
slightest crack in our solid wall of
unity, the revolution is endangered.

This is how the Russian Communist
Party looks upon its task. This is
why it is so anxiously watching every

ffiksention in its organization. The
party is aware that the bourgeois ele-
ments which still remain in the coun
fjy o«rve for some political expression.

Having acquiesced in the existence of
the Soviet system and in the prole-
tarian dictatorship, the bourgeois ele
ments are hoping for a slackening of
the proletarian rule, for disagree-
ments, dissentions and struggles with-
in the party itself, as this would in

crease the chances of some kind of a
“democratic" (bourgeois) order in the
future. A deviation in the direction of
so-called democracy, a deviation from
the tried principles of proletarian dic-
tatorship under the leadership of a
monolithic Communist Party is, there
fore considered by the party not as a
difference of opinion hut as a conces-
sion to the petty bourgeois classes
which are still numerically strong in
the Soviet Republic. Only Bolshevism
will carry the revolution to a victor-
ious conclusion.
Strength in Unity With the Masses

“We, the non-partisan workers, are
with you. Together we shall work to
make onr Workers Republic a Com
munist country.” “Lenin, our great
leader, is dead, but his party lives and
will continue his work. We shall fol-
low its lead.’’ “We, plain workers of
the shop, greet your congress and are
certain that you will make decisions
to the best interests of the working
class.’’ “We have come from a far
away district to tell you that you must
unflinchingly follow the path of Len-
inism, for only in this way shall we
win.” “Long live the Party of Uyitch!
Long live our victory the world over!”

In these words non-partisan work-
ers, delegates from factories and
plants greeted the Bth Congress of the
R. C. P. at which the writer had the
privilege to be present. In these
words, the Intimate unity, nay, the
sameness of the working class and
the Communist' Party found its ex-
pression.

The Russian Communist Party Is
strong with the strength of the work-
ing masses.

Long live the Russian Communist
Party, the leader of the Russian Prole-
tarian Revolution!

sands of them, as the third line of
defense for the workers’ state.

Creating a New World.
Small wonder that the joy, the on-

thus.>ism of the Russian youth ex-
ceeds that of the youth of all the
world for it is a joy and an enthusi-
asm that arises out of a conscious-
ness of their importance in creating
a new world. The youthful guards-
men of the Russian proletariat are
the guarantee that world capitalism
can never reconquer the Soviet gov-
ernment. They are the guarantee that
the rising generation has thrown off
for all time to come the shackles of
serfdom and wage Slavery. They stand
as a guide and an inspijktion to the
working class youth of all the world
to follow in their footsteps.

For every year that the Soviet gov-

ernment has existed there has grown
up behind it a‘ million new ardent
supporters. From Vladivostok to Len-
ingrad and from Murmansk to Tiflis
the Young Communist League and the
Young Leninists are to be found, train-
ing, organizing, educating their mem-
bers and their supporters to become
able and efficient citizen-workers in
the United Socialist Soviet States.
The first seven years of struggle are
past. The critical period is over.
The Youthful Guardsmen will see to
it that the future will make up for
the misery, the ignorance, the brutali-
ty inflicted upon the masses of Rus-
sians for centuries.

Order for Your Nov. 7 Meetings
Just Off the Press!

LENIN
THE GREAT STRATEGIST OF THE

CLASS WAR.
By A. Losovsky,

General Secretary of the Red International of Labor Unions..

Translation and introduction by Alexander Bittelman. An
attractive booklet of 4S pages—heavy paper cover with a drawing
of Lenin—the whole work a tribute to our great leader, and an
instrument toward mastering Leninism.

ORDER NOW!
Single copy 15 cents.

19 to 25 copies 12c per copy. 25 or more 10c per copy.
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The Trade Union Educational League
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