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“The idea becomes
power when it pene-
trates the masses.”
—Karl Marx.
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What the World Thought ot Lenin - By ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG.

leader. While disagreement was ex- i
hibited regarding Lenin the man and
his aims, unanimity was reached up- i
on how well he built, for none ventur-
ed to question the strength of the Sov- 1
iet Government, which he left as a i
heritage to the Russian people people
and the world.

EASTERN PEOPLE MOURN LOSS.
Lenin has given much of his atten-

tion to the problems of the East. His
work in behalf of the national minori-
ties within the confines of the Sov-
iet Union has become known among

the people of Asia. His death was
received with genuine sorrow by the
millions who considered him the
emancipator of subject peoples.

In India the nationalist press called
attention to Lenin’s services in the
interest of the Eastern peoples. The
“Bombay Chronicle” remarked that
“Lenin’s name will live longer than
the names of his opponents.”

The entire PERSIAN cabinet at-
tended the memorial services held at ■
the Russian embassy in Tekeran.
There was also present a large dele-
gation representing different Persian
organizations. The Mesopotamian
leader, Halesi, turning to Lenin’s por-
trait during his address remarked:
“The East which you have awakened
is ready for the final struggle. It is
only waiting for the proper moment
to bring about the dream of your life
—the unification of all Eastern peo-
ples; the establishment of the right

>f self determination for all peoples,
10 matter how small tney may be.”

The Turkish National Assembly at
Angora devoted a special session to a
review of Lenin's life and work. When
a Deputy referred to Lenin as the
leader of the Russian revolution, oth-
er deputies suggested the term of
“leader of the world revolution”,
which the speaker accepted as a cor-
rection. Lenin’s aid and encourage-
ment to tne Turkish people in their
struggle for national independence
was particularly lauded by the differ-
ent speakers. The Turkish press de-
moted much space to Lenin. The “Eni-
gun” wrote that the death of Lenin
was not only a loss to Russia, but
also to Turkey. The “Ikdam” declar-
ed Lenin one of the greatest men of
the world. “Marx was for Lenin what
the Korarf is to the orthodox believ-
ers,” opined this journal.

The KOREAN Assembly of People’s
Representatives adopted a resolution
expressing “its great sorrow on the
death of the world leader Lenin. The
Korean people, like other subjeot peo-
ples, lost in him their staunchest de-
fender. We are certain that the work
of the emancipation of mankind which
Lenin began will be carried to a suc-
cessful conclusion”.

The MONGOLIAN foreign minister
who is also Chairman of the Peoples’
Party, wrote: “the death of Lenin is
not only a heavy loss to the working
masses, but also to the small nations
of the world”,
THE CHINESE DEEPLY MOVED.

Public memorial meetings were
held in CHINA. Representatives of
the various political parties and pub-
lic groups visited the Russian pleni-
potentiary Karachan to express their
condolences. The Chinese press com-
mented profusely upon Lenin’s life
and work. The “Tchen-Pao” wrote:
“Lenin is dead, but his soul lives in
the Soviet order. The whole world is
shocked by his death, but none are as
grief-stricken as the weak and subject
peoples. Our only hope and solace
is that the subject peoples will fol-
low in Lenin’s footsteps and will con-
tinue the struggle for their libera-
tion”, The “Tchen-Ben” wrote: “Peo-
ples call many heroes, but really, few
deserve that appelation. Lenin was
the hero who enjoyed universal love.
Lenin was the bright star of humani-

THE way Soviet Russia paid tribute
to the memory of Lenin during the

week his body lay in the Moscow
House of the Unions needs no recap-
itulation. Even the capitalist press
was forced to print column long ca-
bles giving accounts of the mourn-
ing by the Russian masses over the
loss of their great leader. The dam-
age which will be paid to his spirit-
ual heritage in the years to come will
be just as profound and devoted as
was the respect and love shown to
the dead teacher daring the never-to-
be-forgotten last week in January. In
reading the news from all parts of
Russia, one cannot but feel that tens
of millions of workers and peasants
have made a place in their hearts for
Lenin's memory, which they will car-
ry with them until their dying days.

It is necessary to review the way
the world’s revolutionary workers or-
ganized in or in sympathy with the
Communist movement received the
news of the death of their great
teacher and leader. The most illus-
trious pupil of Marx, Lenin by his
life and work, has left a heritage
which will forever remain a source of
enlightment and inspiration to the dis-
inherited thruout the world.
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS ACT.

The governments of the various
countries which have diplomatic or
trade relations with Russia have all
expressed their condolences upon Len
in’s death. Premiers or foreign min
isters of these governments sent offl
cial communications to the Commis-
sariat of Foreign Affairs. According
to reports in the Russian press, 21
different countries have officially ex-
pressed their condolences to "the Rus-
sian government. These countries in-
clude England, Germany, Italy, Aus-
tria, Czecho-Slovakia, Turkey, Persia,
Afghanistan, China, Mongolia, Japan,
Sweden, XNorway, Denmark, Poland,
Finland, Lithuania, Esthonia, Latvia,
Mexico and Chile.

The official expressions of grief over
Lenin’s death by the various govern-
ments did not prevent some of those
governments from prohibiting mem-
orial meetings for the same man.
While President Ebert wrote to Kalin-
in that “the German people express
their sorrow to the Russian people
over the loss of their teacher and
leader,” and that “the significance of
Lenin and his influence upon the for-
tunes of the Russian people and the
whole world was so great that a true
revelation could be given only by fu-
ture generations,” meetings where
similar sentiments were being ex-
pressed were dispersed by the police
in Dresden, Hamburg, Bremen, and
other German cities. The fate of Len-
in memorial meetings in Poland, Lat-
via, and Lithuania was not better not-
withstanding the warm sympathy ten-
dered by these countries to the Sov-
iet Government. Proper diplomatic
usage required the dispatch to Rus-
sia of messages of condolences upon
Lenin’s death, but his name could not
be mentioned sympathetically without
invoking the wrath of the govern-
ments at home.

The conservative and liberal capi-
talist press thruout the world gave
much space to news from Russia after
Lenin’s death. It has wasted so much
space on rumors about his death dur-
ing the past six years that it was will-
ing to open its pages wide now that
Lenin was really dead. What has oc-
curred in Russia during that memor-
able week in January was so spon-
taneous and Impressive that it could
not be ignored. Besides the avalanche
of news from Russia, much space was
devoted to editorial comment upon
Lenin’s life and work as well as upon
the way the Russian people were pay-
ing tribute to the memory of its dead

ty, and can be compared to Sakia-
Muni and Christ. The heavens are
merciless. He went out from our
world, but his ideas will live forever.
The “Pekin Evening World” declared
that the “news of Lenin’s death can-
not be read without heartache. Len-
in was a genius who knew not only
how to destroy, but also how to build.
China needs its own Lenin, i. e., a
man with an eye for the future; a
man with an iron will who could lead
his people out of chaos. Lenin is no
more, but what he has created will
live forever. The “Pekin Leader”
considered Lenin as “the most re-
markable man ot the twentieth cen-
tury". The “Daily News” said that
“under the leadership of Lenin, Rus-
sia passed from chaos of destruction
to the road of rehabilitation. Lenin
will live in the future as a man who
has dedicated his genius and his
whole life to the work for the good
of mankind”.

THE SOCIALISTS ALSO LAMENT.
The Social-Democratic leaders who

joined the mourning procession of the
revolutionary workers remembered
only in part the old Roman adage to
speak of the dead either nothing, or
good. Realizing the esteem and love
which Lenin enjoyed even among the
Social-Democratic masses, the lead-
ers felt the need of praising his devo-
tion to the cause of the proletariat,
not forgetting, however, to refer to
“his mistakes” as well.

Friedrich Adler, who once thunder-
ed against the Social-Democracy of
the Second International and is new
doing business under that decrepit
firm, sent the following message of
condolence to Zinoviev in the name of
the Second International: “Deeply
shocked by the untimely death of Len-
in. We are deeply moved in this
tragic moment to tell the workers affi-
liated with the Communist Interna-
tional that, notwithstanding our differ-
ences concerning the roads the work-
ing class must traverse, we are cer-
tain that Lenin traveled his way out
of deep conviction, pure heart, and
moved by deep devotion to the great
cause of the workers of all countries”.

Karl Kautsky thought that Lenin
was poor on international affairs, but
rather well-acquainted with Russian
conditions. One wonders that Kaut-
ski gave the man who called him
renegade, as much credit for knowing
the country which he turned into a
battle ground for Socialism. Kautsky
is forgiving and declares: "Our dif-
ferences should not blind us to ac-
knowledge the greatness of the dead.
He was a collosal figure very few of
whom can be found in the world his-
tory”.

The German Social-Democratic or-
gan the Berlin “Vorwaerts” thought,
of course, that Lenin was not a Marx-
ist, but believed that he acted “ac-
cording to his honest convictions and,
guided by disinterested motives, has
devoted his life to the struggle for
Socialism. According to the "V«r-
waerts”, the "Russian revolution was
a peasant revolution, but Lenin cov-
ered it with proletarian ideology to
secure the support of the proletariat”.
That the reverse was the case, was
Lenin’s contention, but, then, he was
not a Marxist of the Social-Democrat-
ic brand.

The SWISS Social-Democratic or-
gan, The Berne “Tagwacht” does not
share the opinion of its Berlin con-
temporary regarding Lenin’s failure”.
Under the title, “Lenin and Frogs”,
the “Tagwacht” writes: “The Ber-
lin Vorwaeris believes that Lenin
reached other results than what he
set out to accomplish. The great
work of Lenin is his destruction of
the monarchy. If Germany had trav-
elled the same road, Rosa Luxemburg,
Karl Liebknecht, Hause, Eisner, would

be alive today and the Russian work-
ers, whom the German proletariat
were able to aid only two years ago,
would not be helping the starving
German workers today. But the ‘Vor-
waerts' does not care to discuss the
results achieved by Russia. We do
not doubt that the Russian revolution
lives in the hearts of the workers
thruout the world”. The declaration
of the Executive Committee of the
Swiss Social-Democratic party says
among other things: “We recognize
the historic greatness of Lenin, his
character of an unbending revolution-
ist and his imperishable significance
as a fighter against the rule of im-
perialists. Before his memory we* too,
lower our banners”.

Neither does Paul Levi, a Social-
Democratic member of the recently
dissolved Reichstag agree with his
official party organ. “The collosal
work of Lenin,” writes Levi, “will be
realized only then when it will show
its political and economic influence,
not only in Russia, but in Europe and
then the rest of the w’orld. While
there is still a subject and suffering
proletariat in the world, the souls of
all will be turned with awe to the
first great experiment of liberation of
the proletariat and the man who gave
it his name”.

The Austrian Social-Democratic or-
gan, the Vienna “Arbeiter-Zeitung”,
after comparing Lenin with Robespier
and Cromwell, writes: “We shall not
forget his w-ork in 1917 which gave a
great impetus to the labor movement
the world over. We cannot overlook
the fact that the state, which he ha*
created in the midst of incomparable
hardships, remains revolutionary and
continues to serve as a revolutionary
factor amidst the chaos of the capi-
talist world”.

Otto Bauer, leader of the Austrian
Social-Democracy and probably the
best post-Kautskian Social-Democratic
theoretician, says '‘me to” in discuss-
ing the significance of the Russian
revolution and Lenin’s role in it.
Bauer develops the theory that altho
there are differences (sic) between
the Communists and the Socialists,
the Russian revolution should be look-
ed upon as the common achievement
of both sections of the labor move-
ment, just as the French revolution
was the work of Danton, Marat, Rob-
espierre, who fought among them-
selves. “Time will come,” Bauer
writes, “wnen our children will look
upon the great revolution of our time
as the accomplishment of all of us.
notwithstanding the differences which
divide the Communists and revolu-
tionary (?) Social-Democrats. In the
spirit of this community, we too, bow
before the memory of the immortal
leader”. The Austrian Social-Demo-
crats like to distinguish themselves
from their German brothers and refer
to themselves as revolutionary So-
cial-Democrats. Perhaps, that is why
Bauer, in contradistinction to his Ger-
man comrades in the Second Interna-
tional, does not share the latter’s opin-
ion about the Russian revolution hav-
ing been an agrarian revolution with

, proletarian trimmings. Bauer writes
we, too, were his (Lenin’s) pupils.

The hegemony of the proletariat over
the peasantry (as developed in the
Russian revolution)—this is the only
road to power. This Lenin taught us”.
“I NEVER SAW THE GENTLEMAN”

In answer to an invitation of the
Moscow “Isvestia” to send a message
concerning Lenin, Arthur Henderson
secretary of the British Labor Party
and member of the MacDonald Cabi-
net authorized the following reply
thru his secretary: “The Minister
for Home Affairs asked me to reply
to you that since he never came in
contact with Lenin, he cannot, much

(Continued on Page 8)



Three Leaders of Men,-Wilson, Gandhi and Lenin
By EVELYN ROY.

Three figures appeared upon the
world’s stage during the troubled pe-
riod of the war and after, who will
go down in history as three leaders
of the greatest mass-movements of our
times. They are Woodrow Wilson, the
American; Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi, the Indian, and Vladimir Ul-
ianov (Nicolai Lenin), the Russian.
The first reached the zenith of his glo-
ry in 1913-19; the second caNght the
public ear as leader of the Indian
movement for emancipation that
reached its height from 1919-1922; the
third retained the center of the
world’s stage from November, 1917 to
the day of his death, January 21st,
1924. Wodrow Wilson died in an ob-
scurity which a semi-state burial and
public condolances were ineffectual to
remedy. “Mahatma" Gandhi was re-
leased from prison by odd coincidence,
on the day of his American contem-
porary’s death, a sudden illness and
operation which almost resulted in his
own demise being responsible for his
sudden release. The great Russian
breathed his last week before Wilson.
Thus the three names that had filled
the press of the world in their heydey,
again leaped into prominence and con-
tiguity.

A Striking Fact.
It is a striking fact to arrest the at-

tention of the observer, that the three
largest countries of the warld pro-
duced each a leader unique after its
own kind, to point a solution to the
catastrophic times thru which our
generation is passing. India, the coun-
try of an immeasurable past; America,
the country of today, and Russia, the
land of future promise, sent forth
three prophets. Wilson has been most
aptly characterized as “the last pro-
phet of the bourgeoisie; Gandhi may
be epitomized as the apostle of the
petty bourgeoisie, and Lenin will go
down in history as the leader of the
revolutionary proletariat.

Men of such differing creeds must
of necessity differ widely from each
other, not in word alone but in deed.
Such is the case. Wilson’s claim to
immortality is based upon his war slo-
gans, his “Fourteen Points,” and for-
mulation of the idea of the “League
of Nations.” Gandhi’s cry for “Swa-
raj,” to be achieved by Non-violent
Non-cooperation based upon suffering,
sacrifice and soul-force, was meant to'
be applied not alone to India, but on
an international scale as well. The
goal of Nicolai Lenin was the Inter-
national Social Revolution, which
would overthrow the capitalist system
with all its inherent evils, and replace
it by a new society founded upon the
rights of the working-class to the full

S product of its labor.
The League.

These three goals are as different as
the men who fornfulated them, and as
the means which they proposed to
bring them into being. The League
of Nations, both in its original idea
and in actuality, is grounded on the
status quo of industrial civilization.
Its modus operandi is arbitration and
compromise with the existing order.
Nothing to be fundamentally altered;
classes and nations, free and subject,
to remain in a perpetual state of sus-
pended hospitality, subject to the final
arbitrament of the League itself, so
constructed as to prohibit any revo-
lutionary change from below. The
League of Nations has well been
called the “Holy Alliance of the 20th
Century.” Like Jts predecessor, it is
concerned mainly in perpetuating the
existing system under the guise of
humanitarianißm and Christarianism
and Christian brotherhood. It is the
apotheosis of bourgeois culture and
bourgeois liberalism. If it has re-
mained ineffective and deserving only
of the epithet "organized impotence,”
it is because the idea itself is incap-
able of concrete realization in any
better form, founded as it is upon in-
herent competition, jealousies and ri-
valries that arise inevitably out of the
capitalist order of society. Wilson's
Fourteen Points and League of Na-
tions were a bourgeois vision of a
bourgeois Utopia which has not and
can never materialize, from the very

nature of the society and civilization
it seeks to perpetuate.

“Swarj.”
The “Swarj” of Mr. Gandhi has

never been clearly defined, but its im-
plications can be gathered from the
writings and speeches of its chief ex
ponent, as well as of his immediate
disciples. It rests, not upon the status
quo, but upon a reversion to a pre-
vious state,—an imaginary "Golden
Age”, when the horrors of capitalist
civilization from which it seeks
to escape, had not yet been born.
Swaraj or “Self-Rule” as applied to
India means reversion to the pre-
British, even the pre-Musulman era. It
aims to go “back to the Vedas”, to
which history accords a respectable
age varying from three thousand to
fifteen hundred years. Its symbol is
the wooden plough and the “Charka,”
or splnning-Wheel. It denounces mo-
dern civilization and industrialism in
round terms and prescribes for the
entire humanity the remedy it would
apply to India. But this complete re-
versal of the existing order is not to
be achieved by violence. Violence is
the very negation of the doctrine of
“Satyagraha,” (soul-force) which
seeks to overcome hate by love, force
by non-resistance, and whose only
weapon is Non-cooperation with exist-

. ing institutions until these change
themselves.

Tho the outlines of Swaraj are
vague, the implications are very clear.
Capitalism would revert to landlord-
ism and handicraft production. The
wheels of time will turn not forward,
but back. There will be no elimina-
tion of classes; Mr. Gandhi believes
that “the rich and the poor are al-
ways with us.” He is positively
against class-strife. But he would
soften and ameliorate exploitation and
injustice by the application of the
principles of religion and human
brotherhood. Philanthropy, would take
the place of social justice.

Leninism.
Lenin's goal of the Social Revolu-

tion, as its name indicates, implies the
complete overthrow of capitalist so-
ciety and its substitution by the Com-
munist society, wherein the means of
production, distribution and exchange
pass to the hands of the producing
class, which for the first time in his-
tory would be freed from the yoke of
exploitation. Social production for use■ would replace production for ex-
change and profit. The laborer will
receive the full value of his toil. Pri-
vate ownership in the means of pro-
duction, including land, will cease to
exist. Only he who performs socially
useful labor shall be counted as a
member of society and entitled to its
rights and privileges. “He who would
eat, must work.” Modern means of
production, evolved by the capitalist
order—machine production and all the
conquests of science over nature—will
be preserved and improved upon for
the benefit of all mankind, not for a
small class, as heretofore.

By the overthrow of capitalism, im-
perialism, its highest and ultimate ex-
pression, will also disappear. Sub-
ject races and nationalities will for
the first time receive the right to de-
velop unhampered in their own way.
The emancipation of the peoples en-
slaved by imperialism is a necessary
corollary of the emancipation of the
classes enslaved by capitalism. In-
ternational rivalries, hatred and com-
petition, leading to war, will disap-
pear, and with them the need for war
itself. Science and human life will
no longer be prostituted to the serv-
ice of destruction, but to the evolution
of the human race.

With the abolition of private prop-
erty and the universalizing of the op-
portunity for education and useful
service, classes will cease'to exist, and
a classless society, or rather a soci-
ety composed of but one class, that of
socially useful workers, will come into
being. Humanity will progress and
develop, not by competition with and
exploitation of its fellow-men, but by
emulation in the highest ideals of
service to mankind which the society
of the future will inculcate.

The Need of Struggle.
Such a goal, natural and inevitable

as it seems, taken logically as the out-

come of the present breakdown of cap-
italist civilization, will not come to
pass of itself. The working class must
acquire the state power and wield it
during the transition period in the in-
terests of its own class—that of the
overwhelming majority of the popula-
tion—just as in the past the state
power was held and wielded in the
interests of the bourgeosie, and, be-
fore them, of the feudal nobility.
Much as the workers abhor blood-
shed, much as they detest the de-
struction of human life and of the
wealth which they have produced by
their labor, they cannot expect that
the privileged classes now in posses-
sion of the state power will yield it
■without a struggle.

The first attempt to carry out in
practice the principles of socialism,
such as the nationalization of land
and industry, will meet with the im-
mediate opposition of the ruling
class, which will call out all the forces
of the state to defend its own inter-
ests. Therefore the workers must be
prepared to meet force by force, and
to wrest mastery from the hands of
their opponents on the battlefield.
During the transition period that must
follow, the Dictatorship of the Prole-
tariat will replace the dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie, now thinly veiled un-
der the mask of bourgeois Democ-
racy.

This dictatorship will continue un-
til society as a whole accepts the new
state of affairs, and a new generation
is brought up in the ideals of the
proletarian Socialist State.

Lenin the Only Realist.
Such is the goal of Lenin. And of

the three men who prophesied so dif-
ferently, his was the only creed
which has been carried into living and
actual reality. The Fourteen Points
have passed into oblivion since the
framing of the infamous Treaty of
Versailles; the League of Nations re-
mains what .it must always be, “or-
ganized impotence.” Wilson, the last
prophet of the bourgeoisie, died In ob-
scurity after enjoying a dizzy adula-
tion accorded by millions of human
beings whose hearts turned to him in
hope at his magnificent promises of
“a war to end war”; “self-determina-
tion of small and subject nationali-
ties”; “peace without annexations
and indemnities”; “open covenants
openly arrived at;” and the promise
of universal disarmament safeguard-
ed by the League of Nations.

The mockery of those promises
need no longer be exposed. It is
palpable to the whole world who
looked to him for their fulfillment.
Had the followers of Woodrow Wil-
son looked less at the man and more
at the system of which he was the
spokesman, they would have been
spared the great disillusionment and
despair that weighs upon them to-
day.

Gandhi’s Impotent Programs.
The release of Mr. Gandhi by the

British Government which impris-
oned him sets the public seal upon
the recognition of the utter defeat of
his program. He, too, was at one
period of his career a leader of
masses of men; one-fifth of the hu-
man race contained within the con-
fines of India alone looked to him for
their redemption, while an ever-grow-
ing following of disappointed and dis-
illusioned pacifists outside turned to-
wards this new Messiah arising in the
East to seek a solution for their war-
weariness.

"Swaraj within a year”; “non-co-op-
eration with the existing government
until it changes its heart”; “boycott
of schools, law courts, government in-
stitutions and titles”; “civil disobedi-
ence, including non-payment of rent
and taxes”; such were the slogans
of Gandhism which carried the move-
ment among the masses of the peo-
ple and swept him to the supreme
position of command of three hun-
dred and twenty millions of human
beings.

There was a time when his rule
was more real than that of the Gov-
ernment of India—when a leader
more realistic than he might have
forced that government to its knees
and to make concessions, or contest-

ed its supremacy in the battle of an
entire nation against the bureauracy.
But that moment passed, thanks to
the retreat at Bardoli, when the In-
dian workers and peasants were or-
dered to pay rent and taxes to the
landlords and government, and their
attempts at mass action repudiated
by the leader of the nation.

Steady Decline.
From that moment to the arrest

and imprisonment of Mr. Gandhi, his
sentence to six years in jail and his
release after serving two years, the
Indian movement for freedom has
suffered a constant decline until to-
day the government is so sure of its
strength and power that they can re-
lease the Prophet of Non-violent
Non-co-operation, based upon Soul-
Force, with impunity. No
commentary is needed upon the col-
lapse of a great movement.

What of Lenin, the Communist?
Meanwhile, what of the Russian

Revolution, whose leader lies cold be-
neath the winter snows of Moscow,
mourned by a hundred and sixty mil-
lions of his fellow-citizens and by the
milions of workers and peasants
thruout the world who received,
however remotely, his message of
emancipation?

Has this revolution, successfully
made and maintained against the on-
slaughts of its countless enemies dur-
ing the past seven years, proved itself
an illusion, a Utopia unrealized in
actuality?

Has Russia returned to capitalism,
as alleged by its capitalist foes who
can make no worse allegation?

Has the Revolution of October,
1917, betrayed its declared ideal of
being the precursor of the Interna-
tional Socialist Revolution?

By the answer to these questions
must the life and work of Nicolai
Lenin and his followers, the Russian
Communist Party, be judged, and by
the eventual working out of those
problems which the Russian Revolu-
tion has propounded to the world,
will Lenin’s true greatness be revealed
to posterity. Os Wilson and Gandhi
we can say at once that they have
failed; history awaits no verdict.
But the work of Lenin remains un-
finished, in a transition state as he
himself predicted.

Russian Revolution a Fact.
Meanwhile we can know this much,

that the Revolution is an accom-
plished fact. The Russian autocracy
and corrupt bureauracy are no more.
The old bourgeoisie has been over-
thrown. War and revolution have
given way to peace. Military Com*
munism has made way for the New
Economic Policy, which is an ex-
pression of what Lenin termed
“State Capitalism.”

The dictatorship of the proletariat
rules in the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics, which is the new name for
the group of autonomous and inde-
pendent federated states that once
constituted the Empire of the Czar.
Church has been separated from
state. Land and great industries
have been nationalized. Foreign
trade remains in the hands of the
state. The old secret treaties have
been published and repudiated. Rus-
sian imperialism has ceased to exist.
Freedom to subject peoples has been
granted. The old form of state based
upon property and privilege has given
way to the new form known as the
Soviet, based upon occupation. The
Russian Revolution has given birth
to a new form of government as well
as to a new social system based upon
social instead of private ownership in
the principal means of production,
distribution and exchange.

The slogans of the Bolsheviks in
1917-18: “Peace, land and bread”;
“All power to the Soviets”; “The Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat”; “Free-
dom of Subject Nationalities within
the Russian Empire”; “Abolition of
Secret treaties and repudiation of
war debts”; "Destruction of capital-
ism and imperialism, and the free-
dom of all enslaved peoples”; finally,
"International Proletarian Revolu-
tion and the foundation of the World
Communist State’’—these are either
realized or in process of realization,

1 Nntinued on page 7.)



THE NEEDLE TRADES SITUATION
By J. W. JOHNSTONE.

IN this month of May, conventions of
three principal unions tn the cloth-

ing industry will take place. On May
6th, the International Ladies’ Garment
Workers’ Union opens its biennial
convention in Boston; on the 12th,
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
meet in Philadelphia; while on the
same date the Furriers are' called to
meet in Chicago. In these three un-
ions, in one of the most advanced sec-
tions of the labor movement, will be
fought out three phases of the battle
for progress in the trade unions.

It is the Furriers’ Union that pre-
sents the most extreme form of re-
action in the needle trades. Altho
the rank and file of the union, in large
majority, are progressive and revolu-
tionary, yet the administration of
Kaufman, supported by the machine
of the Jewish Daily Forward still
keeps the Union committed to right
wing policies and ruled by right wing
elements. The methods by which this
has been accomplished are well
known. Thugs and gunmen have been
called in to break up local union
meetings to prevent action against
Kaufman and his coherts. In the elec-
tions, all the left wing candidates
were arbitrarily ruled off the ballot.

Notwithstanding the fact that, by
this arbitrary rule of force, the re-
actionaries will control all “officially
recognized” delegates, they are still
so fearful of the militant rank and file
that the Convention, instead of being
held in New York, center of the un-
ion forces, is taken to Chicago, where
there is but a small and conservative
local. Even the reactionary delegates
with the mandate won by exclusion of
all rivals from the elections, must be
carefully segregated from the influ-
ence of the rank and file.

In the Furriers we thus have the
most extreme type of reaction in pow-
er. It rules by brute force, the ex-
clusion of opposition from the elec-

tions, and by alliance with the reac-
tionary forces in the other unions. It
is bold and unashamed, and makes no
pretenses of working class democracy.
Ruling by such methods over a rank
and file that is naturally revolution-
ary, this bureaucracy is headed direct-
ly for a smash-up. It is possible that
their boasts of complete control of
the Chicago Convention may be made
good—but the downfall of the Kauf-
man machine in the not distant fu-
ture is guaranteed by the primitive
nature of its methods of rule. It can-
not last. The progressive forces must
and will organize their rank and file
support, which is in a vast majority,
and take over the Furriers’ Union.

Ladies’ Garment Workers and
Expulsion.

The I. L. G. W. U. has been, for
the fiast year, a scene of battle be-
tween the left wing elements, led by
the Trade Union Educational League
and the right wing administration,
led by the Forward—S. P. alliance.
The left wing has been fighting for
amalgamation of all needle trades un-
ions, the right wing for craft separa-
tism; the left tor an all-inclusive La-
bor-Party, the right for an exclusive
S. P.—bureaucratic collaboration; the
left for the shop delegate system of

• union organization, the right for con-
tinuation of the present cumbersome
local forms; the left for militant
struggle against all reductions in
wages, the right for compromise and
collaboration.

When, a year ago, the left wing was
sweeping into power in the principal
local unions thruout the country, the
reactionary general adminstration
launched a war upon the left, in a
desperate effort to stem the tide of
progress. Expulsions, disfranchise-
ments, and discriminations, were the
principal weapons relied upon, altho
even in the I. L. G. W. U. strong-arm
men were occasionally brought in and
at the famous Chicago protest meet-
ing, shots were fired at Wm. Z. Fos-
ter. The I. L. G. W. U. officials be-
came the principal exponents of the
tactics of the Amsterdam Internation-
al, expulsions and splits to destroy
the left wing; and the Boston Conven-
tion on May 6th, will have this ex-
pulsion issue as the main question be-
fore it.

“Repudiate the expulsion policy’’
has been the slogan of the elections
to this convention. The membership
has rallied to this issue very decided-
ly. In spite of the fact that all mem-
bers of the Trade Union Educational
League have been removed from the
ballots, and the most arbitrary ob-
stacles set up against any effective
protests being made, still the reports
from all the large centers of the trade
show that a majority of delegates are
pledged to repudiate the repulsion
policy, and to restore the right of free
propaganda for amalgamation, the La-
bor-Party, the shop delegate system,
etc. Altho opposition to the expulsion
policy does not mean support of all
left wing issues, yet every one recog-
nizes that it is. really all the pro-
gressive measures that are at stake,
and not an abstract question of
“rights.”

The absurd charge of "dual union-
ism” against the T. U. E. L. has been
completely exploded. How such a
charge can still be made at the con-
vention, after the expelled Chicago
members have been placed in respon-
sible posts in the strike now going on,
and again proved that they are among
the best fighters even while they are
officially “outside” of the union, will
be hard for the delegates to under-

U. to take a leading part in this amal-
gamation, is the growing centraliza-
tion taking place in the industry. The
factories hitherto confined to mak-
ing men’s clothing are beginning to
take over production of women’s gar-
ments. The section system is being
applied to cloak making. What may
be expected soon is indicated by the
fact that Hart, Schaffner & Marx,
large producers of men’s clothing, are
now turning out 800 women’s cloaks
a day in Chicago. If there is to be
any effective control of this change
that is going in the industry, to pro-
tect the interests of the workers in-
volved. it can only be done by unit-
ing the two unions with jurisdiction
over the two fields that are thus be-
ing united in the industry itself.

There is but one alternative to
amalgamation to solve this question—-
that is to engage in a war of juris-
diction between the two unions. This
would be destructive of all unionism
in the needle trades. It is a method
that cannot be defended even by the
blackest reactionary. There is not
one argument against amalgamation
left. The I. L. G. W. U. at its Boston
Convention will be called upon to en-
ter into a movement for unity in the
needle trades.

In the Amalgamated Clothing Work-

vention for the formation of a Farm-
er-Labor Party on a broad national
scale, inclusive of all class elements
ready to unite upon a common pro-
gram—this will be one of the major
issues before the A. C. W. of A. Con-
vention in Philadelphia. Notwith-
standing the action of the Convention
of 1922, which favored an all-inclu-
sive class Farmer-Labor Party, the
administration carried out only the
letter of the resolution, but not its
spirit. It did not play a responsible
and active role in the great July 3rd
Convention, at which was formed the
Federated Farmer-Labor Party. Fur-
ther dallying on the issue, now that
the Farmer-Labor movement is ap-
proaching the critical months of a
general election, should not be al-
lowed. It will be a major task of the
left wing in the A. C. W. Convention
to fight for a whole-hearted instruc-
tion to throw the Amalgamated into
the political battle in a united front
with all class forces willing to co-
operate in a mass Farmdr-Labor Par-
ty. This means full endorsement of
and participation in the June 17th
Convention in St. Paul.

In the Journeymen Tailors’ Union.
The general referendum taking

place in the Journeymen Tailors’ Un-
ion for general secretary-treasurer,

[show the same line-up between prog-
! ress and reaction witnessed thruout
the needle trades. There are nu-
merous candidates, but the real strug-
gle is between Max J. Sillinsky, back-
ed by the left wing, and T. J. Sween-
ey, present incumbent, backed by the
reactionaries. The issues are excep-
tionally clear.

Sillinsky has been endorsed by 36
local unions; in his letter of accept-
ance he states the program upon
which he solicits the vote of the
membership; this contains, in addi-
tion to the purely trade issues, amal-
gamation, the Labor-Party protection
of the foreign-born; recognition of
Soviet Russia, and organization of the
unorganized.

Sweeney, on the other hand, is a
follower of Gompers. He voted against
amalgamation in the A. F. of L. Con-
vention at Portland, altho his own un-
ion is in favor of amalgamation. He
voted to unseat Bill Dunne, an act
that aroused high resentment among
the tailors. He has made a personal
organ out of the official journal, to
slander his opponents. He is calling
for the support of every reactionary
element.

The writer has never met Sillinsky,
but has watched his record in a num-
ber of conventions and in the move-
ment generally. Sillinsky had made
a consistent record of voting and
fighting for progressive measures
even when they are decidedly unpopu-
lar. He was one of the few that vot-
ed for all this progressive measures
in the Portland A. F. of L. Convention
and against the expulsion of Dunne.
He has no affiliations with any or-
ganization, but the Tailors, but by his
record he has won support of the left
wing and of all progressive tailors. If
all the elements actively support him,
Sillinsky stands a good chance of
election.

The next few weeks will be a per-
iod of intense interest in the needle
trades. Prospects are good for a de-
cided left wing advance, repudiation
of the expulsion policy in the I. L. G.
W. U., participation in the June 17th
Convention by all the unions, parti-
cularly the American Garment Work-
ers, endorsement of amalgamation by
the I. L. G. W. U., adoption of the
shop delegate principle of organiza-
tion, election of Sillinsky in the Tail-
ors’ Union—all or any one of these
will mark a great advance in the la-
bor movement. In all unions the left
wing will be fighting milltantly for
these, and for many other measures,
particularly for measures against un-
employment. Victory on all of them
is quite possible If the whole left wing
strength is thrown into a real fight
for them, because they represent the
pressing life-needs of the needle
trades unions today. The left wing Is
fighting with history on its side. Let
every militant needle trades worker
do his part.
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stand. The expulsion policy will be
indefensible before this convention.
That it will be repudiated, all the ex-
pelled members reinstated, and the
I. L. G. W. U. brought back into the
path of progress is a result to be ex-
pected. The majority of delegates so
far elected as this is written give
promise of a real battle for this re-
sult. Upon this issue there can be
no compromise.

Amalgamation Is Burning Issue.
The question of uniting all needle

trades unions into one industrial or-
ganization thru amalgamation will be
a most vital issue at the Convention.
Even tho the avowed amalgamation-
ists have been deprived of their rights
as delegates, still the facts of life
itself will force amalgamation upon
the attention of the delegates.

In Chicago the strike now going on
shows again the necessity of amal
gamation. The dressmakers are bat-
tling bravely alone, with the other
branches of the needle industry ex-
pressing their sympathy. All recog-
nize that a defeat for the dressmak-
ers is a defeat for the entire indus-
try. But loose alliances do not give
the necessary strength to do battle
with the well-organized employers.

Another fact that forces considera-
tion of the proposal to amalgamate
the unions, and fdrees the I. L. G. W.

ers, in common with all unions in
America, the issues between right and
left wings have become mofe acute.
The line-up on policies, for class col-
laboration by the right wing and for
class struggle by the left, is becoming
clearer all the time. But this ideo-
logical struggle has not taken on the
same destructive character of open
warfare against the left wing and its
rights in the A. C, W. such as oc-
curs in the other unions. The atti-
tude of the administration has, on the
whole, assisted in preserving the A.
C. W. from wholesale right wing dis-
ruption.

But distinct danger-signals have ap-
peared also in the A. C. W. The ad-
ministration group has been catering
to the reactionary elements in New
York City, a most dangerous course,
for it thus invites them to begin emu-
lation of the Sigman-Perlstein tactics
of warfare, tactics that would be fa-
tal to the A. C. W. as a militant un-
ion. This tendency to the right was
shown in the appointment of Wolf, a
reactionary, as manager of the N. Y.
Joint Board. The election in Local 2,
where the right wingers stole the
election, while the administration
looked the other way—if it did not
assist—is another warning to the left
wing to be on its guard.

Participation in the June 17th Con-'



AT THE DOORS - - By BORIS PILNIAK

(Concluded From Last Saturday)

The horses sent the silver dust fly-
ing; the sledge was creaking, the
bells jingling. The house of Veralsky
on the Sibirna Mountain looked as
dark and gloomy as ever. Fedoroff
stayed with the horses. Kamynin and
Tanatar went into the house. Tana-
tar remained in the cold parlor, while
Kamynin went into Olga Veralskaya’s
room. And when Kamynin came out
of her room he stumbled upon some-
thing in the dark and noticed Tana-
tar crouching on the floor as if ready
to jump like a black cat, and whisper-
ing (did Kamynin hear the whis-
per?) :

“Miracles happen; miracles do
happen. Don’t play with secrets Olga.
Don’t.”

That evening Comrade Tanatar
drove madly thru the city, giving
everybody a ride in his troika; Irina,
the girls, tipsy Kamynin, tipsy Tru-
betzkoy, the various voyenospetzs.

Then came the masquerade ball at
the Communist Club.

Olga Andreyevna Veralskaya had
sewn up her comb very carefully so
that no one might notice it was
broken, but Olga Andreyevna did not
come to the ball. The military or-
chestra thundered valses, Hungarian
dances, mazurkas. The voyenospetzs,
particularly those of the cavalry regi-
ments had come with their spurs and
swords and were the heroes of the
occasion. The ladies were masked as
Nights, Springs (in paper flowers)
Birch Trees, Little Russian (with
beads from the Christmas trees),
Tyrol Peasants, Cucumbers, and Do-
minos. And because the baths of the
city had not been heated and the per-
fumes had all been shipped to the vil-
lages by speculators, the air was

. thick with the smell of powder, to-
bacco, and the specific odor of the
women’s sweat. The voyenospetzs
clicked their heels and danced, in-
clining their heads to one side. Be-
tween dances they went to the re-
freshment room to drink tea. Since
no ladies were present there, all
sorts of anecdotes were being re-
counted.

"Maria Ivanovna told me yesterday
that she would be dressed as Night
and her sister Claudia as Cucumber.
Well, I met Maria Ivanovna tonight
and noticed beside her a Cupid. I
thought this was Claudia and said:
‘Why are you not a Cucumber?’ The
Cupid burst out laughing and called
me impertinent.”

“That’s nothing, but one fairy has
a ribbon .

. .”

The orchestra struck up—the Hia-
watha. A girl dressed in a cheap
suit was waiting anxiously for some
dancer to come along and invite her.
Her little sister was in the way.
Small, thin, with red hands, with a
pale little face, in a shabby dress and
mended stockings, the little girl
looked at everybody with a frank and
friendly glance of her pure bright
eyes, laughed sweetly, and spoke
sweetly to her sister. But fier sister
answered reluctantly in monosyllables
and looked back at her with anger.
The little girl laughed and was happy.
Then a postoffice employe invited the
sister and they went to dance. Doc-
tor Fedoroff watched the little girl
closely.

She remained alone. She was sad
and frightened, and she began to wan-
der over the room, looking anxiously
about her. The smile disappeared
from her face. She looked fixedly
ahead. Doctor Fedoroff probably did
not notice that he said aloud:

“There is still time; it will come
one day. Later. No. No.”

Doctor Fedoroff came towards the
little girl and extended his hands.

“Don’t be sad, please, don’t. Let
us go and dance. Let us go and have
some tea. Don’t be sad. Come."

The little girl ran away from the
stranger straight into the crowd of
couples dancing the Hiawatha. She
burst out crying bitterly, loudly.
Doctor Fedoroff threw himself on the
table where tickets and home-made
candies were being sold, and also
began to cry, hiding his wet face in
his hands and in the ticket books.

Water was brought to Doctor Fedor-

off. People gathered around him. The
Hiawatha stopped. Tanatar was most
attentive and tender. And as he was
putting the doctor into the sledge,
the little girl came out with her sis-
ter and the post-office employe. Near-
ly lifting the little girl by her hand,
her sister repeated angrily:

“Idiot, idiot, cry-baby!”
When she saw Doctor Fedoroff, she

whispered angrily to the post-office
employe:

“That one, too—impertinent!”
IV.

On New Year’s Eve the voyenos-
petzs of the division arranged a party
in Kamynin’s former country villa,
now become Soviet property. The
house, over a century old, had been
heated several days in succession, but
it was still cold and damp. And as
this house had once been plundered
no lamps were nowhere to be found,
and torches had to be used instead.
On the gallery, in the white hall, the
orchestra was playing in the dark,
without notes and very badly out of
tune. Some people came in the morn-
ing in order to spend the day in the
country, to go out skiing or take a
walk. Others arrived direct for sup-
per. There is a special category of
girls whose sole occupation is amuse-
ment. Plenty of them were present
that evening. A company of ski-run-
ners gathered on the edge of the for-
est, around a little bright fir tree.
They lighted two candles on it,
danced around it and burned it up.
The night came, deep and silent,
bringing a myriad of stars and light-
ing up a myriad icicles which also
shone like stars. Supper was served
in the stripped parlor lighted by
torches. The company in uniforms,
fur coats and hats sang, ate and
drank. The orchestra played loudly,
but nobody danced. After supper
everybody took to drinking again. A
great surprise was then staged. The
writer Kamynin, the former owner of
the bouse, opened, with his own key,
a secret cupboard with wine. Some of
the wine had become sour, some of
the cognac and vodka had lost its
flavor, but everybody drank, shouted
hurrah, sang “You’ll be buried when
you die” and “Gaudeamus.” Tho
half evaporated, there was still
enough wine, cognac and vodka left
to carry on a cavalry attack. Every-
body was merry. Some girls got on
the fireplace and from there onto the
shouders of the voyenospetzs, who
were supposed to represent fiery
steeds. This was called a cavalry at-
tack. The cavalcade rushed scream-
ing thru the dark rooms. In the sit-
ting room somebody started the game
of Chemin de fer. One could already
hear whispers and screams coming
from the dark rooms. Far from the
sitting room the orchestra went on
playing. Tobacco smoke filled the
sitting room, where new cavalry de-
tachments were constantly forming.
The torches were smoking. Kamynin
found a book on the window. It was
the New Testament. Standing near
a torch, his legs spread wide apart,
Kamynin opened it at random and
read aloud:

“But he that is an hireling and not
the shepherd whose own the sheep
are, seeth the wolf coming and leav-
eth the sheep and fleeth, and the wolf
catcheth them and scattereth the
sheep; the hireling fleeth because he

. is an hireling and careth not for the
sheep.”

One of the young girls fell from the
fireplace and screamed. Somebody
said:

“Va-banque."
, Tanatar came near Kamynin and

said in a low voice:
, “Read something for me.”

The telephone rang piercingly in
; the deserted rooms of Olga Verals-
i kaya (the yellow desert), and the

voice of Samuel Tanatar was heard
i across the wire:
! “Forgive me, Olga. Forgive me. I

i am so sorry, so lonely. Forgive me.
, Forgive me everything. I shall ex-
, piate my sins. We have not long to
i live. We are doomed. Forgive me.
i My ugliness here is perhaps but a

t yearning for other, more beautiful re-
gions. 1 am speaking with the blood

. of my heart."

And Olga answered in a low voice:
“Yes, I forgive you. I do. I for-

give you everything. Nothing has
happened.” Just as Tanatar was call-
ing up Olga Veralskaya the whistle
of Olga Nicolayevna blew at the foot
of the mountain, and at that moment
Andrey Andreyevitch Veralsky prob-
ably shouted thru the window of the
Club: “Ilya, fetch the carriage." One
of the girls fell from the fireplace
and screamed. Somebody said: "Va-
banque.” Tanatar came near Kamy-
nin and said in a low voice:

"Read something for me.”
“All right. Something from Mat-

thew:
‘“32. Now learn a parable of the

fig tree: when his branch is yet ten-
der and putteth forth leaves, ye know
that summer is nigh:

" ‘33. So likewise ye, when ye shall
see all these things know that it is
near, even at the doors.’ ”

Kamynin, completely drunk, fin-
ished and almost lost his balance.
Tanatar looked at him fixedly.

“Shall I read for you now?”
“All right; read for me.”
“I do not need the book; I know it

by heart. This is also from Mat-
thew: Let the dead bury the dead.
Chapter VIII. Let the dead ...”

Tanatar turned abruptly and left
the room. The lavatory was spoiled
and the men had to go to the back
porch. Tanatar followed them. The
moon was hanging low above the hori-
zon. Dogs were barking in the vil-
lage. Trubetzkoy put two fingers in
his mouth and wr as sticking his head
into the snow. Another voyenospetz
was lying on the snow to cool off.
Two others were still smoking. Tan-
atar walked down a couple of steps
and stopped.

“The imbeciles have dirtied every-
thing.”

He took out the Nolan revolver. A
low shot rang out, but Tanatar him-
self probably did not hear it.

The orchestra played funeral
marches aild the “Internationale.”
Only one woman followed the red cof-
fin of Comrade Tanatar. It was his
sad, thin, pale wife—his wife who
knew everything.

Night. Darkness. Snow. Stars.
Silence. On the edge of the forest,
near the rigid pine trees, little fir
trees stood wrapped in snow and bent
to the ground. One of them had been
burned down and was still smoking.
Silence. Immobility. The stars
shone brightly and there were myriads
of them. One star fell down. Si-
lence. The hours passed. Suddenly
something began to move in the field,
and a lone snowflake came whirling
among the fir trees. Another fol-
lowed, and they both vanished. In
the North somebody was pulling a
dark mitten over the stars. Snow-
flakes fell again—one, two, five. Two
of them met, got entangled, whispered
something to each other, merged in

one and died. The forest answered
the call of the snowflakes. It sent up
a piercing cry, and the fir trees bent
their heads In a stately minuet. The
trees cracked and began to drop old
branches to the ground. And again
there was silence. And again the
snowflakes came whirling—one, two,
a hundred were born and died. The
fir trees bent their heads In a new
minuet. A shouting, a ringing, a
howling was heard. The dark heav-
enly glove began to scatter grains
over the earth. Snowflakes got en-
tangled. They found the space too
narrow and dashed across the fields.
Myriads of them.

And the storm was pn. The dead
snowflakes, born by the snowstorm
and flying for thousands of miles over
field, forest, river and city, moaned,
laughed, shouted, wept in their mor-
tal agony.

This snowstorm had not been an-
nounced. It came from beyond the
Volga and was going in the direction
of Yeletz, Kursk, Sumy, Poltava.

Doctor Andrey Andreyevitch did not
go to see his patients in the storm,
and was reading Mayne Reid all day.
Dressed in his fur coat, cap and
boots, he came out for lunch at three.
He ate shtchee,* made of sour cab-
bage and mutton. He looked silently
at Olga and said gloomily:

“Life is hard nowadays, Olga. You
have had a rest. You might be look-
ing for something to do—teaching,
perhaps. The holidays are over. You
ought to work. You would not feel
so lonesome, then. Have some mut-
ton.”

A word about Ivan Petrovitch Bek-
esh.

Ivan Petrovitch came to the writer
Kamynin, spoke about the diary, and
finished by saying that the price he
had asked for it was far too low and
ought therefore to be raised or the
diary returned to him. Kamynin an-
swered that he had bought the diary
not for himself, but for Olga Andrey-
evna Veralskaya.

Olga Andreyevna Veralskaya met
Kamynin on the following morning in
the labor bureau. A young girl with
sheepish black eyes and hips like the
back of a sledge was being registered
before them.

“What is your profession?” asked
the woman clerk.

“I am a political emigrant,” an-
swered the girl. “Before 1917 I lived
within the pale.** My name is Sofia
Pindrik.”

“I see.”
It was Kamynin’s turn.
“Your profession?” asked the clerk.
“A writer.”
And the woman clerk wrote down

in the corresponding register:
“Clerk.”

(Translated by Louis Lozowicta,)

* A kind of soup.
♦♦Territory Jews are allowed to

settle.

\ HERALD COMMUNE \
J Dairy and Poultry Enterprise on a Collective Basis to be !
; established in Soviet Russia. \
1 Our delegates are in Russia now to arrange for a suitable <
! farm for this Commune. J
; Competent workers of the various trades may join us now, 1j as the first group is expected to leave soon. \
, We meet every second and fourth Sunday at 3P.M. at the Society Jor '
t Technical Aid to Soviet Russia, 1902 W. Division St. 2nd floor, Chicago 'J For further information call or write to our

* i
\ Secretary, S. Miller \

1243 N. Claremont Ave. Chicago, Illinois !
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I A Tale Os Two Republics I

RUSSIA AND GERMANY
j Coming To
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The Friends of Soviet Russia and Workers’ Germany
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PROCEEDS FOR GERMAN RELIEF.These pictures were taken in Germany and in Russia.



Out of Our Own Strength By Max Bedacht
May day!
Awakened by the rays of the spring

sun nature bursts the bonds of winter
and frees itself. This freedom is
the fruit of nature’s own inherent
energy and power.

Man has ever recognized the great-
ness of that phenomenon. He has
ever celebrated this awakening. He
did not only welcome the new life
that spring brought forth; he especi-
ally paid tribute to the forces that
dare to break with the old and build
the new, he paid tribute to the forces
of revolution.

May day was celebrated by the
barbarians in the woods of Brittany
as well as by those in the valleys
of the Danube and the Rhine; it was
celebrated by the civilization and
culture of ancient Rome.

May day suggested freedom after
slavery, it suggested beauty after
stark and barren ugliness.

Day of Exploited.
The exploited and oppressed have

forever dreamt of freedom. But tho
the dreams often made them forget
their misery, they could not stop it.
Every achievement that made life
less of a burden for them had to be
gained after hard struggles. The
inexorable needs of life forced them
into battles again and again. Their
very lives they had to defend against
the exploiters and oppressors. Often
defeated the exploited gained strength
even in defeat. The experience gain-
ed in defeat strengthened their sinews
for the inevitable new battles.

Experience was the creator of a
consciousness that all the exploited
and oppressed have something in
common; that this common interest
must be defended in a common
struggle because in unity there is
greatest strength.

With the growth of this conscious-
ness, (class consciousness), there also
grew-the self-confidence of the exploi-
ted masses. The blind struggle for
existence of the exploited slowly de-
veloped into an organized and con-
scious struggle of the class of op-
pressed.

When these conscious warriors for
the freedom of their class looked for
a symbol of their aims and aspira-
tions, for an expression of their hope
and determination, they could do no
better than select the celebration of

May day as that symbol. May day,
the time gate thru which enshackled
nature marches to free itself from
the fetters of winter; May day that
awakens nature to a consciousness of
its own strength; May day that en-
thuses nature to action to break a
dead past and build a beautiful
future.

May day thus became the day of
labor. Not a day of rest graciously
granted to the slaves by the oppres-
sors—no—a day taken by interna-
tional labor as an expression of its
revolt; a day denoting the beginning
of a new era; a day denoting that
the masses of the exploited and op-
pressed are slowly becoming dominat-
ed by the understanding that this new
era must be built by the struggles of
the exploited themselves; a day ring-
ing out as a clarion call to the yet
dormant forces of the working class
the rousing battle cry;

ARISE YE PRISONERS OF
STARVATION!

ARISE YE WRETCHED OF THE
EARTH!

International Labor Day.
May day is international labor day.
On that day the aims of the

struggle of the international proleta-
riat emblazon the banners of millions
in demonstrations all over the world.
On that day international labor de-
monstrates Its determination to battle
for those aims.

Not all the workers of the world
are yet within the ranks of volunteers
for the battles of labor. But like the
spring sun awakens nature, so does
the ever increasing experience of the
masses of workers strengthen their
forces. The latent energies of the
working class are freed and the Mo-
dern Sampson tears down the pillar
upon which rests the temple of capi-
talist society.

Capitalism has increased its power
with its profit. It used this power
with ever increasing fury against the
organizations cf labor. Fora.d to the
wall tho workers defend themselves
and let'i out of the exp? icn"e of
this struggle to perfect their organi-
zations as well as their methods of
defense. The insufficiency of anti-
quated weapons bring defeat in the
actions of today but also teach
methods that will lead to victory to-
morrow.

The insatiable hunger for profit
drives capitalism to anew methods of
exploitation and oppression. Finally

that hunger dominates every manifes-
tation of life of the capitalist order.
Law becomes nothing but forms
under which profit making is per-
missible and means by which profits
are safeguarded. Order means a
rule of conduct conducive to profit.
Patriotism means a firm and unshak-
able belief in the sacred mission of
the profiteers. And over this mad
orgy of profit there is drawn as a
convenient cover a political system
called democracy, “the rule of the
people." After every human being
in this order has been made a slave
of the god of profit, poisoned by the
education of the profiteers, taught to
fear the god of the profiteers, shackled
by the laws of the profiteers, then
the order lets him loose mesmerizing
him with the cruel jest of his politi-
cal sovereignty.

Capitalism Own Grave Digger.
But a system build on the strength

of illusions can only last as long as
the illusions hold out. And it is the
fate of capitalism that its very mis-
sion is destined to kill the illusions
upon which it has built its power.
Democracy contains the poison which
will eventually kill the illusions which
alone uphold it. The dictatorship of
the profiteers can function under the
cloak of a democracy because the
“sovereign” workers are ideologically
the slaves of profiteering. The ex-
perience of the struggle for existence
will gradually free the workers from

i these bonds. Political class con-
sciousness will open the eyes of the

i exploited and oppressed to the laws
i of profiteering, to the gods of the■ profiteers, and to the state of the
i profiteers. Then the workers will be-

gin to apply democracy, make use of
■ their sovereign rights in the interest■ of their class. Capitalism will then

discard the pretense of democracy
• and will cynically transform it into
• an out and out dictatorship.

1 May day 1924.
i The international proletariat is
> again reviewing its forces in demon-
i strations all over the globe. Every-
- where they pause long enough on this

r day to recapitulate the development
-of the past year to see how far the

t growth of class consciousness with
i the workers has advanced, to see how

- much nearer the grave capitalist
order is this year than it was yester-

t year.
f This review in the United States

r reveals a progress in the struggle for

freedom never before witnessed in
that short span of time. A political
revolt of the workers is brewing. The
first signs of it are so powerful that
its speedy development is a foregone
conclusion. The expectations of that
development are not based only on
the objective conditions favoring it,
but also and mainly on the subjective
factors that interfere. May day 1924
can register the activity of organized
forces within the labor movement of
the United States that are no longer
satisfied with interpreting the
struggle of the exploited for freedom,
but that are bent upon organizing,
leading and directing it. These forc-
es create with their energy and activi-
ty the brooding heat that will develop
the embryo of a political conscious-
ness of the working masses of Ame-
rica into political class and mass
action. These forces are the Com-
munists. They are nothing foreign
to the country and its political and
economical system; they are its pro-
duct. In the Communists the con-
sciousness of the strength of the
working class is developed highest,
in the Communists the principle thatthe freedom of the exploited and op-
pressed can only be the fruit of theirown, struggle finds its most conscious
expression.

Communists Celebrate.
On May day the Communists in

America raise the banner of the con-scious struggle for the freedom ofthe working class, as it is raised bythe revolutionary workers every-where. On May day they call uponthe working masses of the land toshake off the dead weight of hopeless-
. ness. Does not nature around us
' burst the bonds of slavery? Doesit not triumphantly break the fettersi of winter and bloom into a new■ beautiful future? It does! But Itt does it with its own strength. It

accomplishes this great task with theforces within itself,
i Out of the triumphs of spring the■ workers drink the new hope: Self

• reliance; self confidence. Strength-
i ened by a belief in ourselves we
; workers will burst the shackles of an
! oppressive order and built a new, ai beautiful future. We must build it

’ ourselves, with our own energy, with
: our own strength.

That is what May day signifies tothe working class. That is why wei celebrate May day as international
• labor day.

Concerning Statesmen - By H. M. Wicks
AMONG the many erroneous con-

ceptions of Marxism, the notion
that men are the unconscious and
helpless pawns of history is perhaps
the most persistent. This is due in
part to the superficial thinking of pro-
fessed revolutionists, who, especially
of late, have distorted historical ma-
terialism into a sort of mechanistic
conception of history where men are
unconscious automatons, instead of
the makers of history.

Since the average bourgeois his-
torian obtains his knowledge of Marx-
ism from the so-called popularizers
who write in current yellow publica-
tions, it is not at all surprising to
find Professor Charles A. Beard, un-
consciously distorting Marxism in the
April number of "The American Mer-
cury.”

Mr. Beard propounds the question
“What Is a Statesman?” He prefac-
es his discussion of statesmen by
comparing what he considers anti-
thetical historical methods—those of
Thomas Carlyle and Karl Marx.

After devoting a few sentences to
the great man theory of Carlyle, Mr.
Beard asserts: “The Marxians at the
other end of the pole dismiss the
statesman with a scoff as a mere au-
tomaton produced by a complex of
economic forces”.

* * *

In all the literature of Marxism
there is nothing to even faintly sug-
gest such a dogmatic formula. Not
one recognized Marxist ever indulg-
ed in such fantastic delusions. Those
who are responsible for this concep-
tion of Marxism are the vulgarizers

of Marx who are too mentally lazy
to familiarize themselves with the'
profound works of the greatest think-
er of the past century.

Where is the Communist tyro who
is not familiar with the famous quo-
tation from Marx’s “Eighteenth Brum-
aire of Louis Bonaparte”:

“Man makes his own history, but
he does not make it out of whole
cloth; he does not make it out of
conditions chosen by himself, but
out of such as he finds close at
hand.”
Surely there is no justification in

this quotation for the notion express-
ed by Professor Beard and the vul-
garizers of Marx. But one swallow
does not make a summer and one quo-
tation is not sufficient to refute ;

misconception so widespread as this
one.

Again and again, thruout all the
writings of both Marx and Engels, we
find illuminating passages that dis-
prove the idea tnat men are automat-
ons and that history is the result of
blind, unconscious forces. In his
famous introduction to “A ContribL
tion to the Critique of Political Eco-
nomy,” Marx sets forth in brilliant
strokes the fundamentals of his his
torical method. Briefly this method
declares:

1. In carrying on production in a
given stage of society men enter in-
to certain social relations that are
independent of their will.

2. These relations correspond to
a definite stage of the development
of these powers of production—in
the ancient world slave owner and

slave master; during the middle
ages feudal baron and feudal serf
with the gradual development of the
early capitalist class; today the
working class and the capitalist
class with its varied divisions based
upon the present technique of pro-
duction.

3. The sum of these relations of
production constitutes the economic
structure of society—the real foun-
dation—on which rise legal and po-
litical superstructures and to which
correspond definite forms of social
consciousness.

4. The mode of production in ma-
terial life determines the general
character of the social, political and
spiritual processes of life.

6. It is not the consciousness of
men that determines their exist-
ence, but, on the contrary, their so-
cial existence determines their con-
sciousness.

6. At a certain stage of their de-
velopment the productive forces of
society come into conflict with the
legal and political forces. These
political forces then act as a fetter
upon further development of produc-
tive forces. Then ensues a period
of revolution when the superstruc-
ture gives way to new institutions
that correspond to the newly de-
veloped economic forces.

7. In considering such transform-
ation of the economic conditions of
production, which can be determin-
ed with the precision of natural
science, and the legal, political, re-
ligious, aesthetic or philosophic—ln
short ideological— forms in which

men become conscious of this con-
flict and fight it out.

Thus, according to Marx, while po-
litical forces and the statesmen whocarry out political policies cannot
transcend the natural and artificial
environment in which they function,
still they are not automatons respond-
ing blindly to this environment. Cer-
tain problems arising out of changing
economic conditions demand solution
and men consciously solve these prob-
lems as they arise.

In the Communist Manifesto Marx
and Engels declare: “The history of
all hitherto existing society is a his-
tory of class struggle.”

No class struggle can exist without
the conscious participation of the in-
dividuals who make up the conflicting
classes. So even an understanding
of this passage from the Manifesto
refutes the conception attributed to
Marx by the learned professor.

The spectacle of Professor Beard
assailing Marx with the vulgarities of
the odious crew of Marx perverters
whose most prominent members in
this country are William English
Walling, Frank Bohn, John Spargo
and James O’Neal, is indeed, ironic,
because he is one of the very few
outstanding American historians who
most consistently uses the Marxian
method of interpreting history. His
“Economic Interpretation of the Con-
stitution” in particular contains pass-
ages that would be credit to any Marx-
ist We fear that Professor Beard
has obtained his conception of Marx-
ism from these clowns who distort

(Continued on Page Seven)



The Labor Government in Deep Waters By T. J. MURPHY
ness to make some concession points
the way to the settlement. Shaw will
aim to get the other bodies to accept
the compromise and then persuade the
union to accept less than it set out
for.

Difficulties of Metal Worker*.
The position of the Engineering and

shipbuilding workers is more difficult.
On February 19th, a thousand engi-
neers in Southampton struck work,
against official orders, for an advance
of wages. Their rate was 475.|6d. per
week, one of the lowest amongst en-
gineering workers in any of the lead-
ing towns. Their rate before the war
was 40j6. If the cost of living deter-
mined the wages, they should be re-
ceiving today 72|6. On February 25th
they were joined by the shipyard
workers, raising the number on strike
to 6,000. At the same time the En-
gineering and Shipbuilding Federation
of Unions has a demand for a 10J- in-
crease before the employers. The em-
ployers are trying to use the South-
ampton strike to stop negotiations on
the national lOj- demand. The union?
appear to protest, but all the leaders
in turn have been down to Southamp-
ton to persuade the men to return to
work and not to “spoil the National
negotiations." The men regard the
threat of a national lock-out as bluff
and refuse to return to work. And so
far they have proved quite correct.
The employers should have carried
out their threat yesterday, but again
deferred action. The men want an ad-
ditional 7s|6d on to the national de-
nand and are intent on getting it from
the local employers. And again there
is likelihood of the Minister of Labor
stepping in with a Court of Inquiry,
nominee A. J. Cook stands an excel-

Government’s Troubles.
But the government’s difficulties are

still greater with the miners. The de
cision of the miners to reject the offer
of the mine owners and call on the
government to proceed with the min-
ers’ minimum wage bill placed them
in a tight situation. The miners had
met in conference on the morning
after the defeat of the labor govern
ment on parliamentary procedure
Ostensibly this defeat was on the
question of appropriating time for the
clearance of government work. Actual-
ly it was the maneuvering of the mine
owners to prevent the introduction of
the private members bill on the ques-
tion of the miners’ wages. This bill
demanded a minimum wage on the
1914 basis plus extra, equal to the rise
in the cost of living. By appropriating
private members’ time the bill would
be defeated. The miners’ conference
recognized this and turned down the
mine owners’ offer with a view to forc-
ing the government into a straight
light on the miners’ question, with the
overnment adopting the private mem-

bers’ bill as their own.
The labor government does not want

to face this issue. It is argued that
the miners question is a sectional
question and not one which appeals to
even all the workers, and therefore
it would be fatal for the labor gov-
ernment to face certain defeat and
have to appeal to the country. The
Minister of Mines, Mr. Shinwell, one
of the slippiest opportunists in the
government, is accordingly striving
for all he is worth to secure a settle-
ment of the dispute by direct negotia-
tion between the miners and the mine
owners with the Minister of Labor as
mediator. In this policy he is sup
ported by the “New Leader” and Mr.
F. Hodges who, now he is employee'
at the admirality, feels himself some-
what free to give his advice as an
onlooker and appear as a bold parti-

LONDON, March 22, 1924. (By
Mail.)—Mr. Tom Shaw, the second in-
ternational leader and minister of
Labor in His Britanic Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, is having bad luck. It seems
to be of no avail that our labor lead-
ers don’t want strikes. The workers
have apparently made up their minds
that whether their leaders like it or
not they are going to get a bit of their
own back. Ever since 1921 they have
had reduction after reduction in wages
and have been exceedingly patient
about them. They have been told that
things are on the mend, and it is true
that there are less unemployed than
there were a few months ago. So now
for getting back some of the goods
that have been stolen from them.
When the Loco’ men challenged reduc-
tions with a strike and then the Dock-
ers forced the pace and won conces-
sions, a real tonic was administered
to the whole movement and a wages
offensive is in full swing. This time
the workers are taking the initiative.

Exciting Events.
On Friday at midnight the 21st of

March, 40,000 tram and bus men
struck work. That is a terrific blow
in London where transport is a key
industry. The first effects of the strike
even at this time of night were ex-
citing. Hundreds of hotel workers and
market workers had to walk from the
center of the city away into the sub-
urbs. Crowds of people who had
counted on a last minute settlement
were stranded, and rushed for the
tubes. Here the congestion was so
great that the police had to be called
upon to regulate the traffic. If the
tubes join in the strike then London
is in a fix with a vengeance. As per
usual the officials are trying to con-
fine action to simply a section, but
whether the tube workers can stand
the extra traffic which will inevitably
be thrust upon them, and blackleg
traffic at that, remains to be seen.
They are not in the Transport and
General Workers Union which is con-
ducting the strike under the leader-
ship of Bevin, but are partly in the
National Union of Railwaymen and
partly in the Locomotive and Firemen.
There is a working agreement be-
tween the latter union and the Trans-
port Unions and it only requires the
word from the officials and the strike
can become general thruout London
transport.

The Electrical Trades Union also
threatened that any attempt to intro-
duce blackleg labor will be met by
the cutting oft of electric power thru-
out London.

Labor Government.
The strike arises from the demand

of the union for an increase of 8|- per
week for tram drivers and conductors,
made as far back as six months ago.
The demands of the men have never
been rejected on their merits. They
have always met with postponement
and equivocation. Only when the men
decide to strike the employers call for
arbitration and forget their own re-
fusal to put into operation the find-
ings of a previous court of inquiry in
1921. All the governments from that
date have been warned as to what
situation was developing, but none
took any action until faced with the
strike. There are, of course, quite a
number of authorities involved, viz:
The London Courty Council, a number
of Local Councils and private com-
panies. The private companies have
refused to concede anything. The Lon-
don County Council is willing to con-
cede 5|- and some of the other Coun-
cils 2j-. The councils are asking for
arbitration, but the companies refuse
it and the unions don’t want it. The
government is in a dilemma. It has
utterly failed before the strike to
achieve anything which would avert
a strike, and it certainly doesn’t like
the idea of the sympathetic strike ex-
tending. The bus drivers and con-
ductors are striking with the tram
men in sympathetic action as mem-
bers of the same union and it doesn't
take much in the way of incitement
to extend that kind of thing once it
has begun.

Mr. Shaw knows theso things quite
well, and has plunged for the Court of
Inquiry. The fact that some of the
authorities have expressed the willing

san on behalf of the miner. It is inter
eßting to find him a sudden convert to
settlement outside parliament. It is
not so many months ago, when
the miners looked like taking to direct
action by striking, that he told them
to look to parliament. Now they have
turned to parliament they have to
look to direct negotiation. It is awk-
ward but difficult to resist the idea
that he opposes action of any kind
which would involve him and his col-
leagues in any struggle.

Incensed by Delay Danger for Both.
There are big dangers ahead forth

miners as well as the labor govern-
ment. If the latter fails to get con-
cessions, refuses to bring in a bill and
fight on it, and brings about a situa-
tion where the Miners’ Federation is
divided and landed into making local
settlements, its fate is sealed. Already
some of the miners’ leaders, Varley
for example of Nottingham, of the
better paid district, are in favor of ac-
cepting any concession however small
it may be. The poorly paid districts
of course are opposed to such a policy.
And the question is whether the min-
ers are going to be led into the trap
of local settlement.

Again the government is proposing
an inquiry. But if there is an industry
wherein there is no need for an
inquiry, wherein everything there
is to know about it is known publicly,
it is certainly the mining industry. The
facts briefly are: 1) the miners are
badly paid and everybody agrees they
ought to have an increase. 2) The
coalfields vary in their yielding cap-
acity and in some coalfields the pres-
ent terms have ceased to be an econ-
omic proposition. 3) Only national
unification of the mining industry can
overcome these difficulties. 4) The
mine owners cannot do this voluntari-
ly. To expect the mine owners who
are prosperous to com'e to the rescue
of those who are not making big
profits and voluntarily hand over the
spoils is too utopian. 5) Only Nation-
alisation or some form of compulsory
state unification can overcome these
iifficulties. 6) The employers have
aot a case, considered from a national
point of view, the production for the
last twelve months having been near
record breaking and the profits total-
ling that is more than
double pre-war prbfjt.

The Role ohi-Nationalization.
But the issue <#f nationalization is

being avoided both by the government
who doesn’t want to make it a ques-
tion upon which they would have to
face a' general election and by the
miners who feel that they were mis-
led when this was a burning question
in 1921. This is even reflected in the
Miners Minority movement which has
been thriving on the crisis. Even this
omits the question of nationalizing the
mines. It demands: 1) That the gov-
erning principle of the New Agree-
ment shall be the cost of living. 2)
An immediate advance in wages equal
to tho increase in the cost of living as
compared to 1914 (i. e. at present 79
per cent). 3) All increases or reduc-
tions in future shall be by the addition
or reduction of the flat rate. 4) Six.
days work or six days pay, i. e. a
guaranteed week for all. 5) All work-
ers on night and afternoon shifts shall
in future be paid 20 per cent above
ordinary day wages for each shift. 6)
Membership of the Federation to be
a condition of employment in or about
the colleries. 7) An instruction to all
District conciliation Boards, to ar-
range a regrading of the workmen
with a view to reducing the present
number of varying standard rates to a
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maximum of three scales of payment.
8) This agreement to operate for one
year, to be afterwards terminated by
14 days notice on either side.

May Be Political Crisis.
Upon this program the miners’ min-

>rities are -eloping thruout the coal-
fields and it may be that the salvation
of the Miners’ Federation of Great
Britain depends upon the development
of this movement. At the moment its
lent chance of securing the post as
Secretary in succession to Frank
Hodges. (He has since been elected.
Ed. note.) But it is impossible to tell
yet whether this effort has struck
deeper roots than the discontent aris-
ing out of the wages agreement. But
it was through the actions of its lead-
ers that the first offer of the employ-
ers were rejected and the government
was challenged to proceed with the
wages bill. And now it is a struggle
between the politicians of the labor
government and these leaders as to
whether the miners’ crisis will land
them into a first class political crisis.

But housing is the one question
upon which the government is schem-
ing and hopes to make the big thing
>f its existence. It is in fact calculated
iiy many that upon this question they
will ultimately go to the country with
Wheatley and MacDonald united in a
campaign of indignation and rousing
propaganda. But there is a gap be-
ween now and the time when they

hope to challenge the parties. This
they hope to fill with international
negotiations as their contribution to
the solution of the unemployed pro-
blem and the raising of “British pres-
tige in the Councils of Nations.” But
evictions are developing on a big
scale and making things urgent.
Hence facilities nave been given for
the pushing of the Rents Amendment
Bill which has now gone before a
committee. This 13 a private bill to
winch Wheatley gave his blessing but
* hicn the governpjent did not adopt
as its own biil for fear of defeat. This
proposed not only the reduction of
rent but the continuation of control
until 1928, with the provision that
anyone wanting their house back or
wishing to turn out a tenant must
provide alternative accommodation.
The Liberals and Tories have com-
bined to defeat this measure in the
committee stage of the bill. But the
matter is urgent and there are already
the threats of Maxton and others to
challenge the evictions with mass ac-
tion. So one more item is going to be
watered out of the situation. The gov-
ernment will be compelled to intro-
duce a measure within the next few
days to stop evictions, but in order
to get it thru quickly the question of
rent reductions will be sacrificed.

Rough Seas.
The government is getting into

rough waters as well as deep. While
the plans for house building are being
prepared and negotiations between
the unions and the employers are go-
ing on, the building workers are push-
ing in demands for 2d per hour in-
crease in wages. There is a deadlockon this issue already and the build-ing workers are threatening a na-
tional strike if something tangible is
not fortcoming during next week.
They have already had six months of
negotiation on the matter and pa-
tience doesn’t last forever. Then the
price of bricks is going up at the
prospect of big contracts. In the lastfew weeks they have risen 5 shillings
per thousand. The fifteen to twenty
years building program with guaran-
teed employment for three years on
end to the building workers and 9
shillings per week houses is looking
a bit sick under these conditions. But
then, they will persist in chasing thiswill of the wisp of “gradualism” and
refuse to face the fact that a workers’
government can never hope to carry
out its programs of reconstruction so
long as they leave the boss in pos-
session of the instruments for carry-
ing them out.

It is a rough passage they have en-
tered, and meanwhile it is interesting
to obsorve that the Communist Party
has begun to grow and the circula-
tion of its weekly paper has risen
from 45,000 to 50,000 during the last
six weeks.
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Marx, instead of from works of Marx.
Again, Marx, on page 406 of Vol-

ume I of the Charles H. Kerr edition '
of “Capital” refutes the vulgarizers by
asserting:

“ as Vico says, human his-
tory differs from natural history in
this, that we have made the form-
er, but not the latter”.

* * *

Mankind lives under an environ-
ment that contains both natural and
artificial elements. The first exists
independently of man. The other is
the creation of man. At a low stage
of development man responds uncon-
sciously to his environment and the
first rudimentary social institutions
work like natural forces, blindly and
destructively. But, as man advances
to higher forms of social organization,
he brings both natural and social forc-
es more and more under his domina-
tion.

Today we have reached a stage
where we understand these social
forces. We know their effects, their
direction, their action, reaction and in-
teraction, therefore, we are able to
a considerable degree to subject them
to our will.

This understanding of the social
forces at work in the world today is
the one thing that distinguishes the
leaders of the Bolshevik revolution in
Russia from all other statesmen. Thru
using the Marxian method intelligent-
ly they have been able to hold their
own against a hostile world, because
they have correctly estimated the po-
litical and economic power of their
enemies.

* * •

Professor Beard asks: “What Is a
Statesman?” Then after confusing
Marx with the vulgarizers’ conception
of Marxism, proceeds to further in-
quiry. He discusses the fact that Bis-
mark, the Iron Chancellor of Gexmany
was a towering figure “in the history
books written between 1890 and 1914,”
but today there are many who seri-
ously doubt the majesty of Bismark.
In the case of Gladstone, the alleged
founder of liberalism in England,
Professor Beard questions even one
monumental achievement to his cred-
it.

Many statesmen admired by Car-
lisle are described by Beard as "evan-
escent windbags.” Others, esteemed
in one generation are “dismissed from
the school books and biographical dic-

tionaries with a scant bow by the next
generation."

Quite evidently the Professor con-
siders as statesmen only those in-
dividuals who influence the ages.

In conclusion, he hazards a guess
as to what constitutes statesmanship.
The statesman must be “one who
divines the long future, foresees the
place of his class and nation in it, la
bors intelligently to prepare his coun-
trymen for their fate, combines cour-
age with discretion, etc.” He must
have brains and morals to a degree
and must be justified by events.

. i .

With slight modifications no Marx-
ist will quarrel with this definition.
But we must emphasize our serious
disagreement with the assertion that
Bismark and Gladstone cannot quali-
fy as statesmen. In dealing with these
historical figures, Professor Beard
abandons the method of seeking the
economic foundation for men's acts
he uses so frequently and so well and
falls into the metaphysical method of
viewing events and people as separate
phenomena.

We will not hazard a guess as to
what makes statesmen. But we will
give our Communist definition:
Statesmen are those outstanding fig-
ures in history that symbolize power-
ful class interests.

If Bismark, as a towering figure,
passed in 1914, it is only because the
junker class, whose power he solidi-
fied, entered its decline at that time.

So long as the class he represents
or did represent is in the ascendency
the statesman is revered. When the
power and prestige of that class Is
shattered before the onward sweep
of economic forces, his tradition van-
ishes. His acts are no longer inter-
preted in the light of the vanquished
class he represented, but from the
viewpoint of the class that rose to
power upon the ruins of his class.

Professor Beard emphasizes the
fact that the liberalism of Gladstone
does not influence the British liberals,
of today. Again he fails to use the
dialectical method and falls into a
metaphysical swamp. Gladstone can-
not be understood separate from the
class he served. Smug, complacent
spokesman of the "workshop of the
world,” the so-called Sage of Hawar-
den was the apostle of textile capital
—internationally peaceful, humani-
tarian in its outward appearance,
while viciously .exploiting its own
wage slaves. Lloyd George represents
the heavy industrialists—iron and
steel—with their aggressive imperial-
ism. Beard here emphasizes a party
label, “liberalism,” without under-
standing the fundamental economic

difference between the old textile li-
beralism and the new liberalism of
iron.

Were he a Marxist, instead of an
imaginary opponent of Marx, he
would find no difficulty analyzing all
statesmen, past and present. He
would also be able to predict some
of the characteristics of statesmen of
the future.

Marxism has a two-fold value for
us. It not only enables us to explain
history better than before, but it en-
ables us to make history better than
it was ever made before.

All the revolutionary leaders from
Marx to Lenin have understood this
fact and their followers today, Ije-
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Three Leaders Os Men
(Continued from page 2.)

and all remain written on the ban-
ner of the Russian Revolution and
of the Communist International,
which was born therefrom.

Revolution Lenin’s Monument.
The Revolution marches, and with

it the life work of Lenin. His genius,
his determination and his courage
have done much to bring it into being,
but he himself would have been the
last to Bay that any single personality
could achieve what mass movements
born of social and economic forces
alone can generate. His function
was to guide that which, new-born
into a hostile world, might have per-
ished but for his consummate ability
to preserve and strengthen it; he did
more. He set the spark to the com-
bustible material that contained all
the elements of revolution, and out
of the conflagration he was able to
discern the elements which, forged to-
gether, would shape the new society.

Lenin was greatest of all in his
ability to interpret the needs and ten-
dencies of the mass movement of
which he felt himself but a part. He
was an idealist whose goal was not
Utopia, but Reality—he never aimed
at the impossible; he never set him-
self against the inevitable laws of
economics. Therefore his work lives
and will grow great in the future,
while the dreams of his two contem-
poraries, In their time great leaders
of men, are forgotten or recounted as
a legend.

CONCERNING STATESMEN
cause of their work, understand the
dialectic connection between tue pro-
ductive forces in society and those
who must make the history of this
epoch.

It was not a reversion to sentimen-
talism that Frederick Engels, the griz-
zled veteran of many battles, at the
grave of Marx in Higligate Cemetery,
London, and Gregory Zinoviev at the
tomb of Lenin, beside “the Kremlin
Wall, both declared that the move-
ment of the working class would not
be what It Is today had it not been
for them. Both Marx and Lenin made
history out of conditions they found
at hand—but the point is, they made
it.
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What The World Thought of Lenin
(Continued From Page 1.) i

to his sorrow, comply with your re-
quest”. The “Socialist” Minister Hen-
derson had no opinions on Lenin and ,
his work, since he has never met him
As he had never said hello to Marx
either, he probably would have noth-
ing to say regarding the founder of
scientific Socialism of which he is sup-
posed to be a follower. Henderson s

,■* statement is, indeed, the prize state-
ment of all issued by public men re-
garding Lenin.

Not being a member of the labor
government, G. B. Shaw felt more free
to express a conviction that “a mon-
ument should be erected to Lenin in
London as there was to Washington,
tho Lenin was treated to more cal-
umny than Washington in his time in
Great Britain.”

The Daily Herald, the official organ
of the Labor Party, writes: “Lenin
rises in history as a giant compared
to all his contemporaries. His great-
ness consisted in the combination of
iron will with deep learning and
derful sense of reality. Among all
historical figures he stands out the
greatest leader of the labor movement
and generally one of the greatest lead-
ers of peoples in all history. The
mourning which has overtaken Rus-
sia is not over the Chairman of the
Council of Commissars but over Illy-
itch, friend of the laboring masses, a
mourning over a man who wanted to
conquer the world not for himself but
for them”.

The I. Y. P. “New Leader”, Mac-
Donald’s party paper, writes about
the revolution: “When humanity will
quietly review the work of Lenin it

will see in the victory of a small*
group of disciplined enthusiasts in a
whole empire a monument to human
will, which will tower over all our ac-
complishments”. And about Lenin—

“We are pygmies in comparison with
him”.

The French Socialist organ, “Popu-
laire” wrote on Lenin’s death: “We
can only bow our heads before the
remains of a man who has played the
myt important role in the history of
in Socialism since Marx
and Jaures. Lenin was a great states
man and theoretician. He will re-
main in history as the incarnation of
the Russian revolution. He will be
passionately discussed and interpret-
ed. Lenin leaves this world at a time
when the experiment which he began
has not yet produced final results”.
Amidst the reverence which the revo-
lutionary French workers exhibited
upon the receipt of news of Lenin’s
death, the French Socialists had to
join the mourning procession.

The Italian Socialist “Avanti”, at
present controlled by the most re-
formist Socialists, was, forced to pay
tribute to the memory of the great
revolutionary leader knowing the sor-
row which the masses of the Italian
workers have experienced upon learn-
ing of Lenin’s death. The “Avanti”-
writes: “The death of Lenin— a
heavy loss for Russia and a heavy
loss of the international proletariat.
The Russian proletariat lost a great
leader who could combine theory and
practice and always find away out
in the most adverse conditions and in
the interest of the proletariat”. The*
present leaders of the Italian Social-

t ist party, Toratti, and Modigliani are

not of that caliber. They have meek-
ly allowed the destruction of the Ital- ]
ian labor movement by the black
shirted Fascisti.

The Swedish Socialist leader Hjal- |
mar Brantlng wrote in the “Sozial-
demokraten”, “Lenin has accomplish-
ed a great historic feat, clearing with
a merciless struggle his land from
everything old. The developments
showed that Lenin understood his
eople better than anyone else and has

evaluated the conditions in Russia bet-
ter than the Mensheviks.” This opin-
ion does not prevent Branting from
accepting from his comrade in the
Second International, the Menshevik
Abramovich, the claim that the Russ-
ian revolution was carried out in
Russia by the Bolsheviks with little or
no understanding of Russian condi-
tions and against the interests of the
Russian workers. While praising Len-
in’s work in behalf of the Russian
people, Branting, as a leading member
of the Council of the League of Na-
tions, has been supporting various
counter-revolutionary plots which
were engineered by the League of
Nations against Russia.

The Old S. P. Muddle.
And the American Socialist Party

must not be overlooked in this re-
view. As of old it is in chaotic con-
dition regarding policies and public ut-
terances. One would think since only
few people are left in the Socialist
Party they would reach a common
agreement regarding the place of
Lenin in the labor movement. Instead
of that we have Eugene Debs issuing

* a warm statement of condolence, and
Julius Gerber, writing in the New
York “New Leader” mat Lenin was

Literature - - Music - -Drama%
AMERICAN LABOR’S YEAR BOOK.

(Federated Press Book Review.)

By SCOTT NEARING.
American labor has a good right to

be proud of the current issue of the
American Labor Year Book, 1923-1924,
published by the labor research de-
partment of the Rand school. On four
previous occasions this publication
has appeared, but the fifth volume is

larger and far more complete than
any of its predecessors.

For one thing, the whole book has
been written by the research staff.
Solon De Leon, director, and Nathan
Fine, associate, who have abandoned
the policy of compiling articles by ex-
perts in different fields. The present
volume contains an extensive chapter
on Industrial and Social Conditions,
Trade Union Organization, Labor Dis-
putes, Labor Politics, Labor Legisla-
tion, Workers’ Education, Labor Bank-
ing, Co-operation, and similar topics.
In addition it has three extensive sec-
tions dealing with all the Internation-
als on the trade union and political
field, the labor struggle in all the im-
portant countries of the world, and co-
operation.

The usefulness of the book is great-
ly increased by its list of labor con-
ventions for 1924, its diary of the prin-
cipal events of the international labor
movement in 1923, and a very com-
plete International Labor Directory,
covering labor unions, labor and so-
cialist political organizations, and the
labor and radical press.

1923-24, published by the Labor Re-
search Department, Rand School of
Social Science, 7 East 15th Street,
New York. $3; postage 15c.

CO-OPERATIVE REFERENCE BOOK
The People’s Year Book for 1924

contains enormous information in
short space on the co-operative move-
ment of the eWorld. with special
emphasis on Great Britain, where it
is most firmly r&ted. In addition the
book is a storehouse of miscellaneous
statistics on cost of living, trade,
public finance, and reviews of music
art, the drama, and literature. The
British Cp-operative Wholesale society
is the publisher.

The co-operators who have publish-
ed the People’s Year Book successful-
ly combine a comprehensive review
in a compact yet attractive form. The
book correlates the co-operative activ
ities in the various countries with
those of the trade union and progres
sive political action. From an Amer
lean point of view a shortcoming of
the book is the brevity of its review
of our co-operative movement.

Co-oporative society officers will
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Numerous well Chosen tables of fig-
ures are used, with excellent effect to
illustrate the outstanding events of
American labor history during the
just two years, while the data concern-
ing the international labor movement
is the only available material in con-
venient book form in America, and
is subdivided by country. The volume
contains the convention and other de-
cisions and activities of the constitu-
ent bodies of the A. F. of L., the In-
dependent organizations and the
Trade Union Educational league.
There are the platforms and attitudes
of all the radical political parties in
the United States, workers’ education
groups, and a review of the principal
strikes that have occurred during the
past two y'ears. -

The fifth volume of the American
Labor Year Book, 1923-24, should find
a place on the reference shelf of every
editor, librarian, teacher and lecturer
who is asked for material regarding
the labor movement. It also furnishes
a fftass of information to the active
propagandist for a new social order.

American Labor Year Book, Vol. 5,

want a copy to keep in touch with
their brothers around the world; co-
operative store managers will want a
copy to compare their achievements
with the stores run by other countries.
Public libraries cannot pass over the
only reference book on a world move-
ment that represents more than 30,-
000,000 organized consumers.

The All-American Co-operative com-
mission is distributing the People's
Year Book for 1924. Send your order
with J1 by check or money order to
the commission at 806 B. of L. E.
Building, Cleveland, Ohio, and you
will get the Year Book, postpaid.

Studio Players Stage
“O’Flaherty, V. C.”
Famous Shavian Play

“O’Flaherty, V. C.,” an anti-military
play by George Bernard Shaw will be
staged by the Studio players at the
Westside Branch Young Workers
League affair this coming Sunday.
"O'Flaherty V. C. was suppressed dur-

“a most despotic ruler any nation ever
had,” and that “at his death capitalism
was more promising in Russia than
even under the Czar.” The New York
Socialists held a Lenin memorial meet-
ing in the Rand Hotel, while the Penn-
sylvania State Socialist convention at
Harrisburg voted to table a resolution
of condolence on Lenin’s death.

Leninism—the True Weapon.
Can one really speak of Lenin and

the American Socialist Party at the
same time Yes, because both are
dead. But while Lenin is only dead
in body, the Socialist Party is dead
both in body and spirit. A visit to 35
Eastern cities during my present lec-
ture trip, brought home to me the
fact that the Socialist Party, which
had previously had strong organiza-
tions in these cities, has absolutely
disappeared from the political arena.
Here and there a few. stray old mem-
bers still cling to the old firm as &

habit. The only functioning proleta-
rian elements working for Socialism
in this country are those in the Com-
munist Workers Party. It is these
militants in the labor movement who
have paid true homage to their great
leader and teacher Lenin. Together
with the French Communist organ

“L’Humanite” the American Commun-
ists declare: “Lenin’s name, memory,
and example will remain as lights
burning in the dark which will never
go out. With his name on their lips
and his image in their hearts, the
workers of the world will continue
the struggle with the methods which
he has pointeu out until the final ac-
complishment of their ultimate aim—-
the establishment of a free workers
society.”

ing the war in England. Martin
Abern, National Executive Secretary
of the Young Workers League is also
on the program. The Young Workers
League orchestra will be there en-
masse.

The affair is being held at Workers
Lyceum, 2733 Hirsch Blvd.. Sunday
May 4th. at 3:30. Program starts at
4:00. Dancing from 8:00 to 12:00.
Clara promises us the best of eats.-
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