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FREE TRADE 
means 

1. In terna tional Justice and Freedom 

2. Removal of Economic Incentive for Imperialism 

3. Security for Small Nations 

4. Disposal of Colonial Questions 

5. Only Secure Foundation for League of Nations 

6. End of Militarism 

7. Economic Peace 

8. Increased Production 

9. Cheaper Distribution 

10. Lower Cost of Living 

11. Worldwide Prosperity 

12. Permanent Peace 

To have International Free Trade incorporated in the Peace Treaty as repeat

edly recommended by (1) President Wilson, (2) the British Labor Party, (3) 

the German Reichstag, (4) the Russian People's Government, and (5) Socialists 

everywhere-requires publicity and an aroused public opinion. 
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Funerals 
or Trials? 
-in War and 

Reconstruction-
The other day a judge in aNew 
York Appellate Court came. out in 
favor of "more funerals and -less -
trials" as a short-cut to justice. 

How Does This Strike YOU! 

IF you don't believe in lynch 
law, but hold that every man 
and woman is en ti tIed to an 
unprejudiced trial and to de
fense by acorn petent lawyer; 

IF you want to help provide 
the defense of undefended 
workers; 

IF you believe that there are 
a good many things wrong 
with o:ur courts today that 
will stay wrong until public 
opinion is so informed it won't 
stand for them any longer; or 

IF such things interest you as 
a protest against the solitary 
confinement in military 
prisons of Conscien tious 
Objectors; work for the early 
amnesty of all war-time 
prisoners; and the immedi
ate repeal of the Espionage 
Act 

Send a Contribution, Large or Small, to 

THE N. Y. BUREAU 
OF LEGAL ADVICE 
118 East 28th St. N. Y. City 
And send us a monthly pledge, if you can. 

OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU 

DR. JOHN L. ELLIOTT, Chairman 
FANNIE M. WITHERSPOON, Secretary 
CHARLES RECHT, Counsel 
ARTHUR S. LEEDs, Treasurer 

Amarillo, Texas. 
November 20, 1918. 

TO THE LIBERAToR-Greeting! 
Dear Comrades, can you give ear to 

one more tale of woe? 
I am a public school teacher who has 

served for some fifteen years. Have been 
a Socialist party member since 191 I. Came 
to the Texas Panhandle last fall to correct 
a tendency toward pulmonary trouble. 
_ On the 3rd of last June I was arrested 

for " disloyalty" under the Espionage Act, 
and was -held four and a half months on 
$ro,ooo bond. All my friends live out at 
the Pacific Coast. I am a stranger here 
and it was impossible to make the bond. 

I was tried in Federal Court October 
16th, with the usual prejudiced judge, "pay. 
triotic" jury and perjured evidence. Also 
the usual result, viz: conviction and sen
tence to five years in the McAlester Prison, 
at McAlester, Oklahoma. Southern jails 
are awful. The heat is excessive, food bad, 
and no friends could reach me. I was 
held two months non-communicado, and in 
solitary confinement. I could not even 
send out to buy a cooling drink. The door 

"Of solid wood never opened save at" feeding 
time," 9.30 A. M. and 3.30 P. M. The 
sun came in through the west window and 
made the stone floor so hot that when I 
poured water on to cool it off it steamed 
like the top of a hot stove. 

I am a physical wreck, and I fear that 
further confinement will not improve me. 

We are appealing to the higher court 
and hope to reverse the decision already 
rendered. If this fails we shall try for 
pardon. 
. I hope that I may receive many letters 

from comrades and sympathizers every
where, for letters are a great help to any 
prisoner. They bear great influence in his 
favor for release on parole or pardon, to 
say nothing of the encouragement th~y are 
to him in his lonely vigil. 

Before this letter reaches you I shall be 
committed to McAlester Prison. I ask you 
to give notice of my disaster through the 
LIBERATOR~ if you can, and help me to live 
through my ordeal if possible. 

I am brave enough, but I do need en
couragement and reassurance sometimes. 

We need money and influence. I hope 
for friendly letters, and will answer all I 
can. 

Very truly yours, for Liberty and J us
tice under the New Democracy, 

FLORA I. FOREMAN. 

Box 398, McAlester, Oklahoma. 

Conventions, Dearings, 
Mass Meetings, Etc. 

REPRODUCED VERBATIM 

Complete Stenographic Re
ports furnished in record 
time and in any quantity 

Translations in All Languages, 
Multigraphing, Add res sin g, 
Mimeographing, Public Stenog-

raphy, Etc. 

CONVENTION REPORTING 
COMPANY 

32 UNION SQUARE, NEW YOBK, N. Y. 
S~e .... t IllS-12M 

(Boom 811) 

A.n A.cquisition JOT Your 
Socialist Library! 

Karl Marx: TIle JIa.D all. HIs Werk aacl 
'he VODStructlve m....... ef IeeJ&Iiaa 

By Karl Damle:alterc 
Presents in concise form the evolutioB 

of Socia.llst tho~ht &lad its cODlltruotlve 
elements. Essential to a.a underat&ladlac 
of Socialism a.nd its fo1lDder. 
13D pages 30 ceats (3& ce.ta pOIKpal4) 

Reduced rates to dealers &lad 
orpatzatioaa 

Radical Rniew PaWbtIIiDc AuecJatlOB 
202 But 8eTeIIteeIltIa Str __ , New Yerk 

RED HOT If you want for self or 
frienda. a paper that 

combat. all rdiaioua dogma~ send $1 for each 
eubecriber AGNOSTIC the hotteat 
and c e t paper pub
liahed. Samplea. fom di'erent,. 1Oc. Send toCiay. 

"THE CRUCIBLE." V.. PAPER 
1330 I.t Ave.. Seattle. Wub. 
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THE LIBERATOR 
Vol. 1, No. 11 

EDITORIALS 
PEOPLE of tender heart are disposed to support" mod

erate" governments in the revolutionary countries in 
order to "prevent unnecessary -bloodshed." Nothing could 
be more cruel than their short-sightedness. The idea of a 
republic of free labor, without a capitalistic class, is firmly 
and permanently established in the world. The experiment \ 
begun, nothing but perpetual forcible repression can stop it 
until it is carried through to the end. The" moderate" 
governments will either deny freedom of speech and action 
to thorough revolutionists, or the revolutionists, teaching 
the truth, will sweep them from power. In the first case 
tyranny, riot and class wa~s will take the place of the old 
peace of political freedom; bloodshed will be spread out over 
the century. In the second case a period of enormous dis
order and apparent chaos will be passed through, but the 
new peace of industrial freedom will emerge steadily and 
surely, and the twentieth century will see the beginning of 
the kingdom of man. 

These are the alternatives between which idealists must 
choose. And for us, we choose the path of tenderness and 
far-sighted understanding, even though it must lead through 
a long period ot economic disorder, and relaxation of the 
boast of efficiency. We would rather live in a poor and 
seriously troubled world, men earnestly striving shoulder 
to shoulder to build up toward prosperity a republic of 
free labor, than to live in a world in which the rich are 
still rich, the poor are poor, and efficiency is maintained by 
starving and shooting down strikers and military rebels, and 
throwing into prison men and women who will insist upon 
voicing the true ideal. We choose the path of revolutionary 
reconstruction. 

As first steps of importance, we make five immediate de
mands of our government. 

The Right to' Speak 

W E d,emand that the right of free speech, free press, and 
, ass'emblage, as they existed in the days of Thomas 

J efferson, be restored to the American people without further 
delay. The President has formally announced to us that 
the war is over, "all that we fought for has been accom
plished." No excuse then remains for patriotic societies to 
continue exercising the powers of policemen, for the Post 
Office to deny the mailing privilege to socialist magazines, 
for cities to pass ordinances penalizing the display of the 
red flag, for indiscriminate arrests, jailings and prosecutions 
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against men who wish to bring the United States forward 
into her true place in the march of the nations toward 
liberty. 

The Right to Kno"W 

SECOND, we dema;d that the American people have 
direct access to the sources of information. We do not 

want our knowledge of current events strained through the 
brain of George Creel any longer. And we say this, not 
merely because George Creel has proved himself an erratic 
and unreliable fictionary journalist, but because even if he 
were the wisest man on earth it would endanger the rights 
of the people to have any official of the Government place,d 
in a position of control or paramount influence over the 
sources of information and the avenues of publicity. George 
Creel announces that he has gone to Paris in order to " ad
vertise American ideals" to the world. We deny George 
Creel the right to determine what American ideals are, and 
in the name of American ideals we demand that George 
Creel's bu.reau be abolished. 

Liberation of Prisoners 

T HIRD, we demand that with the termination of the 
war all the political and industrial prisoners, who are 

held in this country under sentences that remind us of the 
beginnings of the' terror 'Of Nero and the Spanish Inquisition, 
be set free. 

We demand that Tom Mooney be set free. 
We demand that Eugene Debs be set free. 
We de-mand that all the boys in the I. W.W. be set free. 
We demand that the Conscientious Objectors be set free. 
We demand that Emma Goldman and Alexander Berk-

man be set free. 
We demand that when this war ends no man or woman 

shall be left lying in prison in the United States for' pub
licly expressing and remaining true to his sincere convictions. 

There is information that the President has already 
privately promised a general amnesty for war prisoners. 
We urge the Civil Liberties Bureau to prepare immediately 
a complete list and classification of all such prisoners, not 
only those named above but those symbolized by these 
names, with an adequate account of their offense against law 
if it existed, and distribute this list to every liberal, radical 
and revolutionist in the country. By the time the President 
returns, this list and classification should be so familiar to 
all those who care, that any discriminations he may choose to 
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make will be definite discriminations, so understoOd, and not 
acquiesced in as th~ accidental oversights of one preoccupied 
with graver problems. There are no graver problems. 

Hands off Russia 

FOURTH, we demand that our soldiers and sailors be 
withdrawn i.mmediately from the sovereign territories 

of the Russian Republic. We demand that the United 
States forces shall· not in any emergency be used for the 
policing of foreign countries. And we make this demand 
under the constitution. Since an armistice . for the purpose 
of peace was concluded with the Centra,l Empires, there is 
no doubt left that every foot of advance that our soldiers 
make into the territory of Russia is a violation of the United 

. States Constitution. We want no ';'ars conducted without 
a declaration of war by the representatives of the people. 
And we want no counter-revolutionary wars conducted. 

An End of Organized Lihel 

FIFTH, we demand that the official suppression of truth, 
and the semi-official manufacture of lies about the So

viet Government and its elected leaders, by which it is at
tempted to justify counter-revolutionary war, shall cease. 

In' the United States a capitalistic government is making 
the working-class behave and we call 'that "Maintaining 
Law and Order." In RuSsia a working-class government is 
making the capitalists behave and we call that a "Reign 
of Terror." Thkt is the truth for those who have the will 
to know it. In America Tom Mooney has been sent to jail 
for life after a commission of impartial investigators ap
pointed by the President declared that he was unjustly con
demned. And on almost the same day the murderers and 
kidnappers of the copper trust, who shot up and deported 
1500 workingmen from Bisbee, Arizona, and dumped them 
info the desert, have been set free for life, after an impartial 
Commission appointed by the President practically declared 
that they were guilty. 

In Russia the agents of the Copper Trust who are guilty 
but capitalists would be punished, and Tom Mooney who 
is innocent but a working man would go free. 

St. Bartholomew'ls Eve 

W Eare informed by a representative of the Associated 
Press recently returned from Moscow that 58 per 

cent of the despatches he sent out from that city were sup
pr~d by the British Gove~ment. We know how much 
of the important truth from a working-class point of view it 
is customary for the Associated Press to send out, and if 58 
per cent even of what they send out is'suppressed before it 
reaches these shores,· and then the rest is blue-penciled and 
distorted by our own censors and headline writers, we can 
infer that the amount which reaches us of what we would 
like to know ~bout Russia, is practically not one single word. 

The great movement for the modern and free education 
of all the Russian people under one of the most cultivated 
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and idealis.tic scholars in the world, A. V. Lunarcharsky-
and cooperating with him a man whose tender human love 
and intellectual force and integrity have been almost the I 

highest glory of European letters-Maxim Gorky-we hear 
little of that. \ 

We hear little of the great works of proletarian art, the 
working-people's theaters, and the provisions for popular 
recreation and hygiene, and the care of the health and train-_ 
ing of young children that were one of the first undertakings 
of the Soviet Government. 

We are told that the Bolsheviki do not represent a- major
ity of -the Russian people, but we never see printed the true 
story of the elections that were held under the eyes of the 
Allied generals at Vladivostok, when the Bolsheviki were r-e
turned to power with more votes than all of the sixteen other 
parties put together-and this although their leaders were 
slain or imprisoned, the Soviets destroyed, and their press 
abolished. We are not told that the war for democracy in 
Siberia began by declaring that election void, and est.ablish
ing a military government of Vladivostok in its place. 

We are told that the Bolsheviki ~re dishonorable robbers 
because they repudiated the Russian national debt-a debt 
which represented very largely the moneys that were loaned 
to the Czar by England and France for the purpose of 
putting down the revolution of 1905. But we are not told 
that subsequently the Bolsheviki promised to guarantee 
against loss the poor people and peasants of Fnlnce who had 
invested their savings in that Russian debt. And we are 
not told that after that they even offered to make some com
promise with the great powers, which w~uld stabilize the 
finances of the world and prevent a serious break-down of 
international credit. 

We were told last month that the Soviet Government 
was planning a new massacre of St. Bartholomew's Eve, 

. and that on November loth all of the Bourgeoisie and the 
children of the Bourgeoisie were going to be slaughtered to 

. feed blood and bones to these monsters of the new religion 
of Bolshevism. This amazing news despatch was flared all 
over the front pages of out papers in New York. And then 
St. Bartholomew's Eve came, and a despatch arrived stating 
that the Bolsheviki had taken that occasion to release all 
political prisoners except those whose continued imprison
ment is absolutely indispensable to guarantee the safety of 
Bolsheviki who have fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
And was that despatch flared on the front pages where the 
lie had been? It was not published at all, except on the in
side of one newspaper with a small headline in a paragraph 
one inch high.* 

And in the very issue of the N ew York Warld that con-

* Since this editorial was written, I have learned the exact truth of 
the matter as follows: Zinovieff, the president of the Petrograd Soviet, 
in a heated speech, made the threat of a general execution on St. 
Bartholomew's Eve. He did not seriously consider such a thing either 
advisable or possible. In view of the indiscretion of his speech, however, 
he was requested by Lenin to resign. He did resign, and A~ v. 
Lunarcharsky, celebrated as a humanitarian, was elected in his place. 
Lunarcharski's post in the Cabinet as People's Commissar of Education 
was itiven to Maxim Gorki. This is the truth. Were we not entitled 
to know? 
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tained that despatch, there was another' despatch from our 
own sovereign state of Alabama, which I quote: 

" Sheffield, Ala., Nov. lo.-William Bird, a negro was 
taken from the jail here tonight by a mob of about 100 men 
and hanged. Bird was captured and placed in jail this 
afternoon after a running fight with officers following a dis
turbance he was said to have created in the lower section of 
Sheffield." 

In Russia on St. Bartholomew's Day they restored to 
liberty men who had been convicted of plotting the ovei
throw of the government. In America \ve took out of jail 
and murdered without trial a man who "was said to have 
created a disturbance." 

It would not be honest to cite this contrast merely because 
of the accidental coincidence of the dates, if' it were not a 
statistical fact that we so hang, burn or torture to death one 
American citizen in every four days. And though I have 
not the figures, there is little doubt that we execute three or 
four _ times that number after due process of law, and we 
shoot down in strikes probably almost as many more. So 
that if any correspondent chose to see nothing of what is 
good -in this country and all of what is bad, he could easily 
portray it as a hell on earth, as indeed I fear some of its 
more unlucky emigrants do. 

We now know from the official report of Boris Litvinoff 
that the number- of political prisoners executed by the Soviet 
Government in. Moscow is 240. The number is said to have 
been greater in Petrograd because of a conflict of authority 
there which divided the sense of responsibility. -We do not 
know the number in Petrograd, but upon the basis of the 
important figures we have we are able to assert that no 
revolution, involving a fundamental change of sovereignty, 
ever before in the history of the world, has been so 
merciful of cO!Jnter-revolutionists as, that. And if 240 

is the number that have been officially executed since our 
armies invaded Russia with the purpose of stirring up con
spiracies to overthrow the Soviet Government, we are able 
to assert further that in all probability if our armies had 
stayed out of Russia and left the Soviet Government alone, 
the number executed for conspiracy would have been hardly 
one. For if there is any single thing historically sure in this 
matter 'it is that whatever reign of terror exists in Russia 
today, and whatever extreme measures may have been taken 
by the Russian Government to protect itself against crimes 
of sedition, are the direct inevitable result of the Allied in
vasion of Russia, the military and moral support given to 
those crimes of sedition by the Allied governments. 

It is our' chief duty as socialists of the United States, at 
every meeting We hold and in every paper we publish, to 
stand up and say that the whole story of Russian affairs as 
it has been fed into the minds of the American people is .a 
conspiracy and a lie. With all the sincerity of our hearts, 
and our most sober and deliberate judgment concurring, we 
believe, and we continue to believe, that there is growing 
into maturity in that country the most just and wise and . 
humane and democratic government that ever existed in the -
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world. And he head of that government, Nicolai Lenin, is 
one of the supreme statesmen of history. 

Significant 

W E were worrying a little for fear the German repub
. lic, with Scheidemann and Solf and Erzberger in it, 
would not be radical eno,-!gh to recognize the Boisheviki. 
vVe were waiting for dispatches that would reassure us. 
And the first dispatch that came informed us that the Ger
man republic had sent to Moscow an eager and imperious 
demand that the Bolsheviki should recognize them! 

That tells us who is in power with the people. 

And Germany. 

WITH a precision that should drive conviction into the 
most sceptical minds, and' even into those deQ~,u.~ 

with erudition, we see the prophecies of Karl Marx fulfilling 
11leiiiselvesln Germany as they did in Russia. The power 
, is in the workmen's councils. The political government 
becomes more and more but a figure and a puppet. The 
Constituent Assembly is demanded and postponed, demanded 
anJ postponed. And when it assembles, if it does, it will 
be but a figure and a puppet too, the expression in politics 
ot an economic system whose day is past. The power is in 
the workmen's councils. The sovereignty belongs to the 
working-class, the future to them. Only the direst con
spiracy of men and events can alter that, or ever send Ger
many back into the blind misery of the rule of capital. 

All hail to Karl Liebknecht who clearly' and courageously 
understands! -

MAX EASTMAN. 
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A Letter to American Workingmen 
By Nikolai 'Lenin 

[This is the first direct word that has come to the American 
people from Nikolai Lenin since he became the recognized leader 
of the proletarian world. Earl:!>, eff01'ts to get it past the censor
ship lines evidently failed. It arrived ,in New York just as this 
issue was going to press. Certain passages have been omitted in 
deference to the extremely literal interpretation of the Espionage 
law, but the heart of Lenin's message is here.] 

Moscow, August 20, 1918. 

COMRADES: A Russian 130lshevik who par
ticipated in the revolution of 19°5 and for 

many years afterward lived in your country has of
fered to transmit this'letter to you. I have grasped 
this opportunity joyfully, for the revolutionary pro
letariat of America-in so far as it is the enemy of 
American imperialislIl-is destined to perform an 
important task at this time. . . . 

Had the Anglo-French and American bourgeoisie 
accepted the Soviet invitation to participate in peace 
negotiations at Brest-Litovsk, instead of leaving 
Russia to the mercy of brutal Germany, a just peace 
without annexations and indemnities, a peace based 
upon complete equality could have been forted upon 
Germany, and millions of lives might have been 
saved. Because they hoped to re-establish the East
ern FroI)t by once'more drawing us into the whirl
pool of warfare, they refused to attend peace nego
tiations and gave Germany a free hand to cram its 
shameful terms down the throat of the Russian 
people .. It lay in th~ power of the Allied countries 
to make the Brest-Litovsk negotiations the forerun
ner of a general peace. It ill becomes, them to throw 
the blame for the Russo-German peace upon our 
shoulders I . . . 

The workers of the whole world, in whatever 
country they may live, rejoice with us and sym
pathize with us, applaud us for having burst the iron 
ring of imperialistic agreements and treaties, for 
having dreaded' no sacrifice, however great, to free 
ourselves, for having established ourselves as a 
socialist republic, even so rent asunder and plun
dered by German imperialists, for having raised the 
banner of peace, the banner of Socialism over the 
world. What wonder that we are hated by the capi
talist class the world over I But this hatred of im
perialism and the sympathy of the class-conscious 
workers of all countries give us assurance of the 
righteousness of our cause. 

He is no Socialist who cannot understand that one 
cannot and must not hesitate to bring even that 
greatest of sacrifices, the sacrifice of territory; that 
one must be ready to accept even military-defeat at 
the hands of imperialism, in the interests of victory 
over the bourgeoisie, in the inter~sts of a transfer 
of power to the working-class. For the sake of 
" their" cause, that is for the conquest of world
power, the imperialists of England and Germany 
have not hesitated to ruin a whole row of nations, 
from Belgium to Servia to Palestine to Mesopo
tamia. Shall we then hesitate to act in the name of 
the liberation of the workers of the world from the 
yoke of -capitalism, in the name of a general honor
able peace; shall we wait until we can find a way that 
entails no sacrifice; shall we be afraid to begin the 
fight until an easy victory is assured; shall we place 
the integrity and safety of this "fatherland" 
created by the bourgeoisie over the interests of the 
international socialist revolution? . . . 

The great Russian revolutionist, Tchernychewski, 
once said: Political activity is not as smooth as the 
pavement of the Newski Prospect. He is no revolu
tionist who would have the revolution of the pro
letariat only under the " condition" that it proc;eed 
smoothly and in ,an orderly manner, that the pro
letarians of all countries immediately go into action, 
that guarantees against defeat be given beforehand, 
that the revolution go forward along the broad, 
free, straight path to victory, that there shall not be . 
here and there the heaviest sacrifices, that we shall 
not have to lie in wait in besieged fortresses, shall 
not have to climb up along the narrowest paths, the 
most impassable, winding, dangerous mountain 
roads. He is no revolutionist, he has not yet freed 
him$elf from the pedantry of bourgeois intellectual
ism, he will fall back, again and again, into the camp 
of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie. ' 

They are little more than imitators 6f the bour
geoisie, these gentlemen who delight in holding up 
to us the" chaos" of the revolution, the" destruc
tion" of industry, the unemployment, the lack of 
food. Can there be anything more hypocritical than 
such accusations from people who greeted and sup
ported the imperialistic war and made common cause 
with Kerensky when he continued the war? Is not 



January, 1919 

this imperialistic war the cause bf all our misfor
tune? The revolution that was born by the war 
must necessarily go on through the terrible difficul
ties and sufferings that war created, through this 
heritage of destruction and reactionary mass mur
der. To accuse us of " destruction" of industries 
and " terror" is hypocrisy or clumsy pedantry, and 
shows. an incapability of understanding the most 
elemental fundamentals of the raging, climactic 
force of the class struggle called revolution. 

In words our accusers " recognize" this kind of 
class struggle, in deeds they revert again and again 
to the middle-class utopia of " class-harmony" and 
the mutual" interdependence" of classes upon one 
another. In reality the class struggle in revolution
ary times has always inevitably taken on the form 
of civil war, and civil war is unthinkable without the 
worst kind of destruction, without terror and limita
tions of the form of democracy in the interests of the 
war. One must be a sickly sentimentalist not to be 
able to see, to understand and appreciate this neces
sity. Only the Tchechow type of the lifeless" Man 
in the Box" can denounce the revolution for this 
re-ason instead of throwing himself into the fight 
with the whole vehemence and decision of his soul 
at a moment when history demands that the highest 
problems of humanity ~e solved by struggle and war. 

The best representJtives of the American pro
letariat-those representatives who have repeat
edly given expression of their full solidarity with us, 
the Bolsheviki-are the expression of this revolu
tionary tradition in the life of the American. people. 
This tradition originated in the war of liberation 
against the English in the Eighteenth and the civil 
war in the Nineteenth Century. Industry and com
merce in i 870 were in a much worse position than 
in 1860. But where can you find an American so 
pedantic, so absolutely idiotic as to deny the revolu
tionary and progressive significance of the American 
civil war of I 860-1 865 ? 

The representatives of the bourgeoisie understand 
very well that the overthrow of slavery was well 
worth the three years of civil war, the depth of de
struction, devastation and terror that were its ac
companiment. But these same gentlemen and the 
reform socialists who have allowed themselves to 
be cowed by the bourgeoisie and tremble at the 
thought of a revolution, cannot, nay, will not, see the 
necessity and righteousness of a civil war in Russia, 
though it is facing a far greater task, the work of 
abolishing capitalist wage-slavery and overthrowing 
the rule of the bourgeoisie. 

9 

The American working-class will not follow the 
lead of its bourgeoisie. It will go with us against 
the bourgeoisie. The whole history of the Ameri
can people gives me this confidence, this conviction. 
I recall with pride the words of one of the best loved 
leaders of the American proletariat, Eugene V. 
Debs, who in the Appeal to Reason at the end of 
I9 15, when it was still a socialist paper, in an' 
article entitled" Why Should I Fight? " said 

* * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * I am not 
surprised that this fearless man was thrown into 
prison 9Y the American bourgeoisie. Let them 
assault the true internationalists, the real repre
sentatives of the revolutionary proletariat. The 
greater the bitterness .and brutality they sow, the 
near~r is the day of the victorious proletarian revo
lution. 

We are accused of having brou~t devastation 
upon Russia. Who is it .that makes these accusa
tions? The train-bearers of the bourgeoisie, of that 
same bourgeoisie that almost completely destroyed 
the culture of Europe, that has dragged the whole 
continent back to barbarism, that has brought hun
ger and destruction to the world. This bourgeoisie 
now demands that we find a different basis for our 
revolution than that of destruction, that we shall 
not build it up upon the ruins of war, with human. 
beings degraded and brutalized by years of warfare. 
0, how human, how just is this bourgeoisie! . 

Its servants charge us with the use of terroristic 
methods. . . . Ha ve the English forgotten 
their I649, the French their 1793? Terror was just 
and justified when it was employed by the bour
geoisie for its own purposes against feudal domina
tion. But terror becomes criminal when working
men and poverty stricken peasants dare to use it 
against the bourgeoisie. Terror was just and justi
fied when it was used to put one exploiting minority 
in the place of another. But terror becomes horrible 
and criminal when it is used to abolish all exploiting 
minorities, when-it is employed in the cause of the 
actual majority, in the cause of the proletariat and 
the semi-proletariat, of the working-class and the 
poor peasantry. 

The bourgeoisie of international imperialism has 
succeeded in slaughtering IO millions, in crippling 
20 millions in its war. Should our war, the war 
of the oppressed and the exploited, against op
pressors and exploiters cost a half or a whole mil-

I 
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lion victims in' all countries, the bourgeoisie would 
still maintain that the victims of the world war died 
a righteous death, that those of the civil war were 
sacrificed for a criminal cause. . 

But the proletariat, even now, in the midst of 
the horrors of war, is learning the great truth that 
all revolutions teach, the truth that has been handed 
down to us by our best teachers, the founders of 
modern Socialism. From them we have learned that 
a successful revolution is inconceivable unless it 
breaks the resistance of the exploiting class. When 
the workers and the laboring peasants took hold of 
the powers of state, it became our duty to quell the 
resistance of the exploiting class. We are proud 
that we have done it, that we are doing it. We only 
regret that we did not do it at the beginning, with 
sufficient firmness and decision. 

We realize that the mad resistance of the bour
geoisie against the socialist revolution in all coun
tries is unavoidable. We know too, that with the 
development qf this revolution, this resistance will 
grow. But the proletariat will break down this re
sistance and in the course of its struggle against the 
bourgeoisie the proletariat will finally become ripe 
for victory and power.' 

Let the corrupt bourgeois press trumpet every 
mistake that is made'by our revolution out into the 
world. We are not afraid of our mistakes. The 
beginning of the revolution has not sanctified human
ity. It is not to be expected that the working class 
which has been exploited and forcibly held down by 
the clutches ,of want, of ignorance and degradation 
for centuries should conduct its revolution without 
mistakes. The dead body of bourgeois society can
not simply be put into a coffin and buried. It rots in 
our midst, poisons the' air we breath, pollutes our 
lives, clings to the new, the fresh, the living with a 
thousand threads and tendrils of old customs, of 
death and decay., 

But f.or every hundred of our mistakes that are 
heralded into the world by the bourgeoisie and its 
sycophants, there are ten thousand great deeds of 
heroism, greater and more heroic because they seem 
so simple and unpretentious, because they take place 
in the every-day life of the factory districts or in 
secluded villages, because they are the deeds of peo
ple who are not in the habit of proclaiming their 
every success to the world, who have no opportunity 
to do so. 

But even if the contrary were true-I know, of 
course. that this is not so-but even if we had ,com
mitted 10,000 mistakes to every 100 wise and right-
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eous deeds, yes, even then our revolution would 
be great and invincible. And it will go down in 
the history of the world as triumphant. For the 
first time in the history of the world not the minority, 
not alone the rich and the educated, ,but the real 
masses, the huge majority of the working-class itself, 
are building up a new world, are deciding the most 
difficult questions of social organizatiqn ,out of their 
own experIence. 

Every mistake that is made in this work, in this 
honestly conscientious co-operation of ten million 
plain workingmen and peasants in the re-creation of 
their entire lives-every such mistake is worth thous
ands and millions of "faultless" successes of the 
exploiting minority in outwitting and taking advan
tage of the laboring masses. For only through 
these mistakes can the workers and peasants learn 
to organize their new existence, to get along with
out the capitalist class. Only thus will they be able 
to blaze their way through thousands of hindrances 
to victorious socialism. 

Mistakes are being made by our peasants who, 
at one stroke, in the night from October 25 to Octo
ber 26 (Russian' calendar), 1917, did away with 
all private ownership of land, and are now strugc 

gling, from month to month, under the greatest 
difficulties, to. correct their own' mistakes, trying to 
solve in practice the most difficult problems of or
ganizing a new social state, fighting against pro
fiteers to secure the possession of the land for the 
worker instead of fO,r the speculator, to carry on 
agricultural production under a system of communist 
farming on a large scale. 

Mistakes are being made by our workmen in their 
revolutionary activity, who, in a few short months, 
have placed practically all of the larger factories 
and works under state ownership, and are now learn
ing, from day to day, under the greatest difficulties, 
to conduct the management of entire industries, to 
reorganize industries already organized, to over
come the deadly resistance of laziness and middle
class reaction and egotism. Stone upon stone they 
are building the foundation for a new social com
munity, the self-discipline of labor, the new rule 
of the labor organizations of the working-class over 
their members. 

Mistakes are being made in their revolutionary 
~ctivity by the Soviets which were first created in 
1905 by the gigantic upheaval of the masses. The 
Workmen's and Peasants' Soviets are a new type 
of state, a new highe~t form of democracy, a par
ticular form.of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
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a mode of conducting the business of the state with
out the bourgeoisie and against the bourgeoisie. For 
the first time democracy is placed at the service of 
the masses, of the workers, ;;lnd ceases to be democ
racy for the rich, as it is, in the last analysis, in all 
capitalist, yes, in all democratic republics. For the 
first time the masses of the people, in a nation of 
many hundred millions, are fulfilling the task of real
izing the dictatorship of the proletariat and the semi
proletariat, without which socialism is not to be 
thought of. \ 

Let incurable pedants, crammed full of bour
geois democratic and parliamentary prejudices, 
shake their heads gravely over our Soviets, let them 
deplore the fact that we have no direct elections. 
These people have forgotten nothing, have 'learned 

, nothing in the great upheaval of 1914-1918. the 
combination of the dictatorship of the' proletariat 
with the new democracy of the proletariat, of civil 
war with the widest application of the masses to 
political problems, such a combination cannot be 
acp.iev.ed in a day, cannot be forced into the battered 
modes of formal parliamentary democratism. In 
the Soviet Republic there arises before us a new 
world, the world of Socialism. Such a world can
not be materialized as if by magic, complete i~ 
every detail, as Minerva sprang from Jupiter's head. 

While the old bourgeois de.mocratic constitutions, 
for instance, proclaimed formal equality and the 
right of free assemblage, the constitution of the 
Soviet Republic repudiates the hypocrisy of a formal 
equality of all huma~ bein.gs. When the bourgeois 
republicans overturned feudal thrones, they did not 
recognize the rules of formal equality of monarch
ists. Since we 'here are concerned with the task of 
9verthrowing the bourgeoisie, only fools or traitors 
will insist on the formal equality of the bourgeoisie. 
The right of free assemblage is not worth an iota 
to the workman and to the peasant when all better 
meeting places are in the hands of the bourgeoisie. 
Our Soviets have taken over all usable buildings 
in the cities and towns out of the hands of the rich 
and have placed them at the disposal of the work
men and peasants for meeting and organization pur
poses. That is how our right of assemblage looks 
--for the workers. That is the meaning and con
tent of our Soviet, of our socialist constitution. 

And for this reason we . are all firmly convinced 
that the Soviet Republic, whatever misfortune may 
still lie in stor~ for it, is unconquerable. 

It is unconquerable because every blow t~at comes 
from the powers of madly raging imperialism, every 
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new attack by the international bourgeoisie will bring 
new, and hitherto unaffected strata of workingmen 
and peasants into the fight, will educate them at the 
cost of the greatest sacrifice, making them hard as 
steel, a wakening a new heroism in the masses. 

We know that it may take a long time before help 
can come from you, comrades, American W orking
men, for the development of the revolution in the 
different countries proceeds along various paths, 
with varying rapidity (how should it be other
wise!). vVe know full well that the outbreak of the 
European proletarian revolution may take many 
weeks to come, quickly as it is ripening in these days. 
We are counting on the inevitability of the interna
tional revolution. But that does not mean that we 
count upon its coming at some definite, nearby date. 
We have experienced two great .revolutions in our 
own country, 'that of 1905 and .that of 1917, and 
we know that revolutions can come neither at a 
word of command nor according to prearranged 
plans. \Ve know that circumstances alone have 
pushed us, the proletariat of Russia, forward, that 
we have reached this new stage in the social life 
of the world not because of our superiority but be
cause of the peculiarly reactionary character of 
Russ'ia. But until the outbreak of the international 
revolution, revolutions in individual countries may 
still meet with a number of serious setbacks and 
overthrows. 

And yet we are certain that we are invincible, for 
humanity will not emerge from this imperialistic 
massacre broken in spirit, it will triumph. Ours was 
the first country to break the chains of imperialistic 
warfare. We broke them' with the greatest sacri
fice, but they are broken. We stand outside of im
perialistic duties and considerations, we have raised 
the banner of the fight for the complete overthrow 
of imperialism for the world. 

Weare in a beleaguered fortress, so long as no 
. other international socialist revolution comes to 
our assistance with its armies. But these armies 
exist, they are stronger than ours, they grow, they 
strive, they become more invincible the longer im
perialism with . its brutalities continues. W orking
men the world over are breaking with their be
trayers, with their Gompers and their Scheidemanns. 
Inevitably labor is approaching communistic Bolshe
vistic tactics, is preparing for the proletarian revolu
tion that alone is capable of preserving culture and 
humanity from destruction. We are invincible. 
The proletarian Revolution is invincible. 



12 THE LIBERATOR 

Dral.rn by Boardman Robinson. 

Justice-for Capitalists 
The indicted officers and gunmen of the Arizona Copper Trust have been set free -without-trial. 

after an impartial commission appointed by the President demanded their prosecution. 
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Drau;n by Boardman Robin8on. 

Justice-for Working Men 
Tom Mooney has been sent to prison for life after an impartial commission appointed by 

the President declared that he was unjustly condemned. 
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"What Are You Doing Out There?" 
T HIS magazine goes to two classes of readers: those who 

are in jail, and those who are out. This particular 
article is intended for the latter class. It is intended for 
those who wish to prove themselves friends of American 
freedom rather than those who have had it proved against 
them. 

The relation between these two classes of people is em-
. barrassingly like that in the old anecdote about Emerson 
and Thoreau. Thoreau refused to obey some law which 
he considered unjust, and was sent to jail. Emerson went 
to visit him. "What are you doing in here, Henry? " asked 
Emerson. 

"'Vhat are you' doing out there?" returned Thoreau 
grimly. 

That is what the pe~ple who have gone to prison for the 
ideas in which we believe seem to be asking us now. 

And the only self-respecting answer which we can' give 
to this grim, silent challenge, is this: "Weare working 
to get you out! " 

That is our excuse, and we must see that it is a true one. 
We are voices to speak up for those whose voice has been 
silenced. 

There are some silences that are more eloquent than speech. 
The newspapers were forbidden to print what 'Gene Debs 
said in court; but his silence echoes around the earth in the 
heart of:workingmen. They know what he was not allowed 
to tell them; and they fe~l that it is true. 

It would be wrong to think of this as an opportunity to 
do something fdr Debs; it is rather our opportunity to make 
ourselves worthy of what he has done for us. 

There is nothing more important before the friends of 
American freedom at this moment than the task of effecting 
the release of the political prisoners who have been sent to 
jail during the war. 

It is a task of some magnitude. For a year and a half 
ilir federal, state and municipal courts have been working 
overtime putting people in jail on the theory that their activi
ties, or their opinions, or even their mere lack of patriotic 
belligerency, hindered the carrying cn of the war. In many 
cases the defendants were obscure and powerless. Organiza
tions which attempted to give them assistance and advice 
were hampered by government officials; their offices were 
raided, their files removed. Under these circumstances no 
complete record of the cases known to these organizations is 
at present available. Many cases. of friendless and helpless 
people have been rushed through the courts without any pub
licity, and doubtless some of these have not yet come to light. 
The National Civil Liberties Bureau, however, has had re
ports of some 753 cases under federal, state and local laws, 
and estimates that more than 1,500 people are now in jail, 
or under sentence, or awaiting trial under these laws. 

One case, characteristic of many, is that of a school teacher, 

l\1rs. Flora I. Foreman, of ~marillo, Texas. A soldier was 
interested in a girl who failed to return his interest, saying 
that she was" no militarist." He wanted to know who had 
given her such ideas, and when he found that Mrs. Foreman 
had talked with her about militarism he had the teacher 0 

arrested. She was charged with refusing to contribute to the 
Red Cross, and with referring to President Wilson as " the 
school teacher in the White House." She was sentenced to 
five years in prison. * 

Another case which illustrates the uses to which the war
time legislatioq easily lends itself is the arrest, ten days before 
the election, of Frank B. Hamilton, the Socialist mavor of 
Piqua, 0., together with a city official, a councilma-n and 
three others, all Socialists. The charge, "obstructing the 
Liberty Loan," was based on statements made by spies in 
the pay of the "old gang" in the city council. The defend
ants are held under $10,000 bond, awaiting trial. 

The armistice has not served to soften the execution of the 
Espionage Act. Within the last few weeks, in Auburn, 
N. Y., John Summerfield Randolph, a lineal descendapt of 
one of· the signers of the Declaration of Independence, was 
sentenced to ten years in prison for " cursing the government;" 
and being a member of the I. W. W. 

The Chicago I. W. W. trial has been only one of a 
number of persecutions in which the Espionage Act is being 
used in the attempt to stamp out. this organization. In Wich
ita, Kan., thirty-four I. W. W. men who tried to organize 
the workers in the Kansas oil fields were j ailed at instigation 
of Oil Trust officials in November, 1917, not indicted until 
last March, reindicted in September; and will not be tried 
until next Nlarch. In the meantime, one has died as a result 
of conditions in the jail, another has become insane, and two 
more are dying. The cells are unheated, unventilated, in 
total darkness except for a few seconds twice a day when 
food is shoved in. . 

In Sacramento, four out of sixty-seven imprisoned 
I. 'V. W. men have died in jail. They stand accused of 
conspiring against all the war measures passed by Congress 
from the declaration of war on. Aqlong the overt acts 
charged are included telegrams to public officials protesting 
against jail conditions, and the receipt of letters. from 
I W. W. prisoners in the Cook CountY jail; also circu
culating an article reprinted from the Public! In other 
parts of the country some hundred and fifty I. W. W. mem
bers are being held awaiting trial. 

But, even if it were true that the I. W. W. ideal of 
society constituted a hindrance to war-operations; even if it 
were true that the hundred I. W. 'V.'s who were tried in 
Chicago had opposed the draft; now that the 'Yar is over, 

* Mrs. Foreman's health has broken down in prison, and money is 
urgently needed for bail during appeal. Part of this bail has been raised, 
but $300 is still wanting. Contributions and correspondence sent in care 
of THE LIBERATOR will be forwarded. . 
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must they remain in prison until 1928? And Kate Richards 
O'Hare, who said that militarism turned women into breed
ing animals-is she to go to prison for five years? Is Rose 
Pastor Stokes to serve ten years for criticising the govern
ment in a letter to a newspaper? And Krafft in New Jersey 
and Bentall in Wisconsin, Socialists who made speeches on 
conscription-are they to serve out their five years? And 
all those others of whom we have barely heard-the Ver
mont preacher who got fifteen years for saying that a Chris
tian ought not to fight; the man i~ Iowa who got twenty 
years for calling this a capitalist war, and the other man in 
the same state who got the same sentence for circulating a 
petition opposing the re-election of a congressman because he 
had voted for the draft; the girl in Seattle who got ten years 
for a letter criticizing the draft; the man in Vermont who got 
fifteen years for "disloyal remarks" made in private con
versation; all those hundreds· whose sentences total some 
120,000 years, and those other hundreds still to be sentenced 
-now that there is no draft to be obstructed by quotafions 
from the Declaration of Indep~ndence, nor even any morale 
of bellicosity to be undermined by references to the sayings 
of Jesus of Nazareth, are they to serve their sentences, and 
emerge-if they do emerge-from prison along in 1925, 1930 
or 1938, broken in health and in mind, into a world which 
has forgotten their existence? 

It seems improbable. Yet it is easier to put people into 
'jail than to get them out again. It has been the pious expec
tation of many " liberal" supporters of the war that a gen
eral amnesty for political prisoners would be proclaimed as 
soon as the war was over; and under the influence of this 
amiable notion they have seen without protest and without 
compunction the jailing, day after day and month after 
month, of radicals, Pacifists, Socialists, I. W. W.'s. But 
prison is a grave which keeps a jealous hold upon all except 
bank-presidents. It will not easily yield up its war-victims. 
Precisely because they are radicals, because they are Social
ists, Pacifists, 1. W. W.'s, there will be powerful influences 
at work to keep them right where they are; and if these ele
'ments have their way, they will rot there. 

It is eminently desirable that we take advantage of the 
present situation to build up in the American public mind 
a conception of the difference between "political crime" 
and other crime. Political crime is simply the expression of 
the political will of repressed minorities or of oppressed ma
jor'ities. Even when such expression takes the form of vio
lence, it has a special dignity because of the intention, how
ever mistaken, with which it is performed. It has become 
the custom of civilized nations to anticipate to some extent 
the verdict of history upon such" criminals," and to distin
guish, by more respectful treatment, between them and C0111-

man law-breakers. Political crime, moreover, is generally 
crime only by definition; some ordinary and legal procedure 
has been denominated criminal in order that the group in 

* Literature describing these cases can be obtained from the National 
Civil Liberties Bureau, 41 Union Square, N. Y. C., and the New York 
Bureau of Legal Advice, 118 East 28th Street, N. Y. C. Information 
about such cases sho.uld be communicated to these organizations. 

power may pursue its plans without interference from those 
who disagree. 

Our war-time legislation has served these purposes of med
ieval statecraft admirably-though not without putting in 
jeopardy the whole structure of our constitutional liberties. 
But if it really was " war-time" legislation, if it is not con
'fessedly intended to serve the purposes of a capitalist peace, 
it is time now that its too-far-reaching results were swept 
away. The war is over; if the war was all they feared 
Debs might obstruct, they can let him go free. If it is some 
other plans which would proceed more smoothly with Debs, 
and the rest in jail, let us find it out now. 

In addition to these political prisoners, there are some 280 
conscientious objectors in Fort Leavenworth, and' between 
fifty and a hundred others at various camps who are still 
awaiting sentence. These are the" absolute" objectors, who 
have refused to accept alternative service, or have been denied 
it, and who will therefore not be mustered out. Their sen
tences run from five to thirty years. They have been treated 
with incredible barbarity in camp, in gross violation of the 
administrative order which was supposed to secure proper 
treatment for them. Kicked, beaten with rifles, c4oked, 
starved, beaten with whips, * and made the victims of dis
gusting brutalities, t they have nevertheless remained firm in 
their convictions, only to be sent to a military prison, where 
still further tortures permitted by the military regulations 
are inflicted upon them.t 

It is hard to speak of these men without paying them the 
tribute of admiration which such conduct as theirs must nec
essarily arouse in anylover of heroism. During the war the 
expression of such admiration laid one open to an indictment 
under the Espionage Act; for -the bureaucratic mind, which 
cannot understand heroism, is incapable of realizing that such 
courage cannot be created by pamphlets or speeches any, more 
than it can be destroyed by curses and kicks. But if hearing 
the story of the conscientiolls objectors will not make the 
public feel disposed to emulate their conduct, it will never
theless arouse in that public a just anger against the govern
ment which subjects them to such treatment; for though 
few of us have the stuff of martyrdom in our souls, we all 
have a sense of fair play. The whole story of the treatment 
of conscientious objectors is one which the government might 
well wish, for its own sake, to be left untold: and our bu
reaucracv will, if it is wise, see that the scandal is obliterated 
befo·re it" receives too much .publicity. 

FLOYD DELL. 

* "Colonel Barnes, the Provost Marshal, called while some of the 
objectors were taking their enforced exercise. He ordered them to stand 
at 'Attention.' When they refused, he beat them vigorously with his 
heavy riding crop. Shotkin was badly hurt, the Colonel breaking his 
crop over the former's ankles. He deprecated the ruinina- of his stock." 
Report of Treatment of, Conscientious Objectars at the Camp Funstofl 
(Kas.) Guard House. 

t " We were marched to the latrine in a body. The Captain himself 
brought forth scrub brushes, used ordinarily for cleaning toilet seats. and 
brooms used for !'weeping, and ordered that we scrub each other with 
them, ..Franklin. refused to use the filthy brush. He was seized and 
roughly thrown to the floor, dragged back and forth and viciously be
labored until thoroughly exhausted. He was then placed under the cold 
sprav and left there until he collapsed."-Same. 

:t Manacling to walls of cell was abolished by order of the Secretary 
of . War on Dec. 6, but solitary confinement and the bread-and-water 
diet are still used. 
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HoW" Soviet Russia Conquered 
Imperial Germany 

By John Reed 

N OW that Imperial Germany is overthrown, we are 
told by the capitalist press of all countries that the 

Allied armies did it. 
The pressure of superior Allied arms undoubtedly broke 

the power of the German offensive in the west, but that is 
all. Soviet Russia conquered Imperial Germany. 

Two months ago our Government warned us that the war 
might last five 'years longer. At the very height of the Ger
man retreat, the A rmy and Navy J ou,rnal and the military 
experts of the New York Tribune and the London Times 
pointed out that the German armies were falling back in 
perfect order, according to well-worked-out strategic plans. 
When the Allied ar~ies entered Lille they were not even 
in contact with the German rear-guard. Germany could 
'have defended her -frontiers almost indefinitely. 

It was not the Allied armies which broke the morale of 
the Central Powers, but something else, something internal. 
It is generally admitted that Germany had plenty of men, 
plenty of arms, and even food. Why couldn't ,she 
answer Bulgaria's call for help? And Austria's? Because 
in Germany itself, in the heart of the greatest military ma
chine in history, was a more powerful enemy than the Al
lies-the Rising of the Proletariat. 

The German Imperial Government, the German bour
geoisie, preferred surrender to the bourgeois nations of the 
west, who respect private property, to the Social Revolu
tion. Even now, as the Russian bourgeoisie before 
them, they are appealing to the Allies for help against their 
own Red working-class. 

In July, 1917, after three months of inaction, the Rus
sian armies were ordered to advance in Galicia. During 
those three months there had been almost continuous frater
nization on the Eastern front. The German armies were 
becoming demoralized-whole regiments refused to fire on 
the Russian lines, were reorganized, and many soldiers ex
ecuted. There was alarm throughout Germany. But the 
Galician offensive broke the spell. Nothing could have been 
more welcome to the German High Command. 

In Stockholm, in August, I saw a letter written by Rosa 
Luxemburg to a friend: 

" So, you Russians have broken the peace 1 The 
Russian Revolution was everything to us, too. 
Everything in Germany was tottering, falling: 

For months the soldiers of the two armies 
had' fraternized, and our officers were powerless. 

Then suddenly, without a word of warn-

ing, the Russians fired on their German comrades 1 
After that it was easy to convince the Germans 
that the Russian peace was a lie. -41 as, my poor 
friends 1 Germany will destroy you now, and for 
us is black despair come again. " 

It was because of this that the Gennan advance on Riga 
was so effective, although there had been no fighting in that 
sector since April. When the Army Committee 
of the Twelfth Army evacuated the city, however, soldiers 
went about under bombardment, posting on all walls and 
open spaces this proclamation: 

" German Soldiers! 
"The Russian soldiers of the Twelfth Army 

draw your attention to the fact that you are car
rying on a war for autocracy against Revolution, 
freedom and justice. The victory of Wilhelm 
will be death to democracy and freedo'm. We 
withdraw from Riga, but we know that the 
forces of the Revolution will ultimately prove 
themselves more powerful than the force of can
nons. We know that in the long run your con-

. science will overcome everything, and that the 
German soldiers, with the Russian Revolutionary 
Army, will march to the victory of freedom. You 
are at present stronger than we are, but yours is 
only the victory of brute force. The moral force 
is on our side. History will tell that the German 
proletarians went against their revolutionary 
brothers, and that they forgot international work- -
ing-class solidarity. This crime you can expiate 
only by one means. You must understand your 
own and at the same time the universal interests, 
and strain all your immense power against imper
ialism, and go hand in hand with us-toward life 
and liberty 1 " 

A month later mutin'y broke out on the German fleet at 
Kiel. The sailors of the Russian battleships in the Baltic, 
in convention assembled, sent this greeting: 

"The revolutionary sailors of the Baltic Fleet 
send their brotherhood greetings to their 

heroic German ,comrades who have taken part in 
the insurrection at Kiel. 

"The Russian sailors are in complete possession 
of their battleships. The Sailors' Committees are 
the High Command. The yacht of the former 
Tsar, the 'Polar Star,' is now the headquarters 
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DIE FACKEL 
(The Torch) 

. Orgm of the Russian Revolu
tionary Workers', Soldiers' and 
Peasants' Government. 

Meant for general distribution 
among German brothers. 

This issue contains a characteristic 
Christm'as ~essage to the German 
soldiers. 

"MERRY CHRISTMAS, 

SOLDIERS AND BROTHERS!" 
it begins. To paraphrase roughly: 

Another Christmas in the cold, 
damp, diseased, lonely trenches! 
For the fourth time the wicked 
policy of Capitalism in all lands in
flicts such a Christmas upon the 
proletariat and peasantry of Europe. 

Instead of resting peacefully to
night at home in the company of 
wife and child, the poor are con
demned by the mad misrule of in
ternational capitalism to bring 
death and suffering on this holy 
night to their brothers. Instead 
of sitting with hh. dear ones at the 
Christmas feast, he is lying hungry 
in far-away trenches. For them, 
and for him, it is not much of a 
Christmas! 

What is to blame for all this suf
fering~ The robber-imperialism 
of all countries is to blame. Its 
secret diplomacy and intrigue have 
set the working classes of the 
world against each other. 

Civilization is threatened with 
. ruin if the war does not end. Yet 
the Capitalists and diplomats make 
no effort whatever to bring about 
peace.-And, after all, why should 
they bother' about peace? They 
spend Christmas in their usual 
way. The war has made no differ
ence to th,em except that it helps 
them to sfuff their pockets. . . . 

Peace will come only by the ef
forts of the workers themselves. 
They should stop fighting each 
other, unite to realize their own 
ideals-and then it will 'be a 
Merry Christmas indeed! 
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Die fackel 
_ dar lmiuIID Bmillian arbeiter-, SlluleR- ud Bauernregierung. 
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C . .aatep6ypn., 13..." (211) A8WpII 1917 r. Nt 3. St.-Primbute. dtn U. (26.) Dmmber 1917:-· 

Problicbe WeibOicbleo. Sol~lln OO~ BrUerl 

The First Bolshevik International Propaganda NeW'spaper 

Half a million copies of this newspaper were printed each day and smuggled into the 
German trenches. This is one of a series of newspapers in various languages, 

i;sued under the direction of a propaganda bureau with the object of creating 
revolutions in Germany and Austria-Hungary. 
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The Paper of •• The People's Peace" 

A II secret treaties e;ICposing the schemes of the German and Russian militaristic cliques 
were published in this newspaper, which had an immense U underground" . 

circulation in the German armies on the Eastern front. 

THE LIB ERATOR 

THE MASKS ARE OFFI 

The leading editorial in this issue 
is a bitter denunciation, by Carl 
Radek, of German and Austrian im
perialistic purposes as they were re
vealed in the Brest-Litovsk peace
terms. 

On Christmas (he begins satiri
cally)., on the day on which the 
b~lls of peace ring out good tidings 
to mankind, the Governments of 
Germany, Austria and their Bul
garian and Turkish Allies, an
nounced their decision to cease 
hostilities. They recognized the 
right of all peoples to self-deter
mination. The working-people's 
press in Germany, Austria and 
Russia hailed this deCisioll: as a ray 
of light piercing into the dark 
night of the war and showing ·the 
way to a general peace. For it 
was clear that if the German gov
ernment would conclude a demo
cratic peace with Russia, and stood 
ready to conclude a general peace 
on the same basis,· the govern
ments of England and France 
would not be able to go on with 
the war. The war-weary masses 
in those . countries would compel 
the capitalists to end the war. A 
great hope arose in the hear.t of 
the proletariat of all lands: soon, 
they thought, the mass-murder 
will end! 

But hardly a week passed, and 
the German and Austrian govern
ments have let the masks fall from 
their faces. At one of the sittings 
of the conference, they handed to 
the Russian delegates peace-terms 
which show that all the German 
and Austrian promises regarding 
democratic peace are nothing put '. 
brazen lies. 

The workers' and soldiers' gev
ernment has no use for secret 
diplomacy, and herewith publishes 
the " peace-terms." Here they 
are-

(The articles ()f the Brest-Litovsk 
treaty follow, with a scathing expose 
of their hypocrisy by Radek.) 
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of th; Fleet Committee, which is composed of com
mon sailors, one from each ship. 

"Since the Revolution, the Russian Fleet is as 
busy as formerly, but the Russian sailors will not 
use the fleet to fight thei~ brothers, but everywhere 
to fight under the Red Flag of the International 
for the freedom of the proletariat throuJ;hout the 
entire world." 

The first act of the Bolshevik uprising in November was 
to order all company, regimental and army committees on 
the Russian front to begin fraternization ,vith the Germans, 
and to conclude immediate temporary armistice treaties with 
the military units opposing them. 

On the night of November 8th, in the Congress of Sov
iets, Lenin read the Decree on Peace, part of which said: 

" Addressing this proposal for peace to the Gov
ernments and peoples. of all the belligerent coun
tries, the Provisional Workers' and Peasants' Gov
ernment' of Russia addresses itself also in .particular 
to the conscious workmen of the three most ad
v'anced nations of humanity and the greatest of the 
powers participating in the present war-England, 
France and Germany. The workers of these 
countries have rendered great service to the cause 
of progress and Socialism; the Chartist movement 
in England, the series of Revolutions carried out 
by the French proletariat, and lastly, the heroic 
struggle again~t the Laws of Exception in Ger
many, and the long, stubborn, disciplinary work of 
creating proletarian organizations in Germany, 
which ought to serve as a model for the whole 
world-all these models of proletarian heroism and 
historical creation are guarantees that the workers 
of the above-named countries will understand their 
duty,. which is to deliver humanity from the hor
rors and results of war. These same workers, by 
their decisive and energetic action, will help us 
bring to a successful conclusion the fight for peace, 
and at the same time the liberation of all the work
ing-classes from slavery and exploitation. 

At the same time a proclamation to the German soldiers 
was drawn up, printed in millions of copies, and not only 
smuggled across the front but dropped from aeroplanes in
side Germany. It begins: 

"To the German Soldiers! 
"SOLDIERS, BROTHERS! 

"On October 25th (old style), the workmen 
and soldiers of St. Petersburg overthrew the impe
rialistic Government of Kerensky and placed the 
whole power in the hands of the Soviets of 'Vork
ers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies. The new 
Government, under the name of the Council of 
People's Commissars, was confirmed by the All
Russian Congress of Workers' and Soldiers' Depu
ties. Our program, to the execution of which the 
Government has immediately proceeded, consists 

in a proposal of an immediate democratic peace, 
which has already been communicated to the bel
ligerent nations and their Governments, in the 
transfer without compensation of all the land to the 
peasants for their use, and in the realization of 
Workers' Control over production and industry. 

" We have 'taken all measures and will in the 
future leave none untried, in order that all the bel- . 
ligerent Governments and peoples shall be informed 
of the full content of our peace negotiations. In 
addition to the above-mentioned peace proposal, 
we consider it our duty to address ourselves par
ticularly to you, as representatives of a nation 
which is at the head of the coalition engaged in war 
against Russia on an extensive front. 

"Soldiers, Brothers! We ask you to stand by 
Socialism with all your might in the struggle for 
immediate peace, as that is the only means to secure 
an equitable and permanent peace for the working
classes of all countries, and to heal the wounds 
which the present most criminal of all wars has 
inflicted en humanity. " , 
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This was followed by the" Appeal to the Toiling and 
Exploited Peoples of All Lands," and the texts of the 
Decree on Peace and the Detree on Land. 

A proclamation printed for the Austrian trenches hailed 
Friedrich Adler, arrested for assassinating a reactionary Min
ister in Vienna, as the" Eagle" (adler) of the International 
Social Revolution. 

The first week in November there was established in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs a Bureau of the Press, under 
Radek, and a Bureau of International Revolutionary 
Propaganda, in charge of.Boris Reinstein, of -Buffalo, New 
York, in which for a short time I held a position in the 
English-speaking Section. I was succeeded by Albert Rhys 
Williams who, after the Brest-Litovsk treaty, became Com
missar of the whole bureau, then disguised under the name 
of Bureau of Foreign Political Literature. 

\Ve immediately began publication of a series of daily 
propaganda newspapers. The first of these was in German, 
Die Fackel (The Torch), issued in editions of half a million 
a day, and sent by special train to the central Army Com
mittees in Minsk, Kiev and other cities, which, in turn, 
by special automobiles, distributed them to different towns 
along the front, where a regularly-organized system of cour
iers brought them to the front trenches for distribution. 

During the day tim~, at the official fraternization points, 
bundles of these papers were ostentatiously carried; and they 
were always confiscated by the German officers. But at night 
the real work of distribution began. In isolated spots there 
were continually secret meetings, at which the bundles of 
propaganda literature were put into the hands of German 
soldiers. At other points Russian soldiers buried bundles of 
papers -in places agreed upon, where they were dug up by the 
Germans. 

After about a dozen numbers the name of Die Fackel was 
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changed to Der Volkerfriede (The People's Peace). By 
this time we had daily papers in Hungarian, Bohemian, Rou
manian (for the Transylvanian regiments) and Croatian. 
Williams and I also got out a weekly illustrated paper of 
four pages, for the simpler, less-educated German soldiers, 
called Die Russiche Revolution in Bildern (The Russian 
Revolution in Pictures). Each number contained twelve or 
fifteen photographs of revolutionary events, with a caption 
underneath of extremely elementary propaganda. 

Under a scene wherein a workman is tearing the Im
perial eagles from the roof of a palace, and the crowd is 
burning them: 

Oil the roof of a palace, a workingman is tearing down the 
hateful emblem of autocracy. At the foot of the building the 
crowd is burning the eagles. The soldier is explaining to the 
crowd that the overthrow of autocracy is only the first step 
in the march of social revolution. 

THE LIBERATOR 

It is easy to overthrow autocracy. Autocracy rests on 
nothing but the blind obedience of soldiers. . 

The Russian soldiers merely opened their eyes, and autoc
racy disappeared. 

For a photograph of soldiers meeting in a palace: 

Socialists have often said, "Those who build the palaces 
should live in them! " 

Here in Russia for the first time you can see workmen
soldiers, whose sweat and labor built the palace, whose blood 
was shed defending it, enjoying a palace as their home. 

And under a picture of the German Embassy in Petrograd 
was this: 

See the great banner. It is the word of a famous German. 
Was it Bismarck? Was it Hindenburg? No, it is the call of 
immortal Karl Marx to international brotherhood: "Prole
tarians of all lands, unite! " 

Teaching Revolution by Pictures 
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This is not only a prettty decoration of the German Em
bassy. In all seriousness the Russian Workmen, Soldiers and 
Peasants have raised this banner, to you German people they 
hurl back the same words that your Karl Marx gave the whole 
world seventy years ago. 

At last a real proletarian republic has been founded. But 
this republio cannot be secure until the workers of all lands 
conquer the power of government. 

The Russian workers, peasants and soldiers will soon send 
a Socialist as ambassador to Berlin. When will Germany send 
.an international socialist to this building of the German Em
bassy in Petrograd? I 

Emissaries were sent out to visit all the German prison
. camps in Russia and Siberia, and encourage the formation 

of Socialist organizations. For this work there were men 
. who spoke German, Hungarian, Roumanian, Polish, Yid
dish, Turkish, Croatian~ Tcheko-Slovak and Bulgarian. The 
response was immediate. In Moscow, for example, ten 
thousand German and Austrian prisoners organized along 
Bolshevik lines and started an active propaganda among 
th~ir countrymen. Newspapers for the prisoners, published 
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10 their own languages, ,by their fellow-prisoners, started 
up all over Russia and Siberia. The money was furnished 
by the Soviet Government, and the whole work was con
trolled by the Bureau of War Prisoners attached to the Min- . 
istry -of Foreign Affairs. This work was so effective that 
when prisoners were returned to Austria and Germany they 
were confined for thirty days in "political quarantine 
camps," fed and treated well, and "educated" with Gov
ernment promises, patriotic literature and Majority Social-
Democratic propaganda. . 

Hundreds of thousands of these German prisoners and 
deserters applied for citizenship in the new Soviet Republic. 
Thousands enlisted in the Red Army; in fact, it was the 
German and Austrian prisoners who put up the only effec
tive resistance to the Imperial German and Austrian armies 
marching into Russia after Brest-Litovsk. On 
May Day, 1918, when C.ount von Mirbach, the German 
ambassador, was watching the Parade in Mosco"\\Z, he was 
startled to see a company of German soldiers marching with 
the Soviet troops, under red banners with revolutionary 'in
scriptions in their own language. 

UpololapiN ICtXb CTpaH'b COe.aHHRAT8Cb! 
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Vilag Proletarjai BgyesiUjeteld .. . .. , . 
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propaganda for the Hungarian Trenches 
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The proclamation that broke the back of 
Kornilov's Cossack revolt 

THE LIBERATOR 

HIGHLAND BROTHERS} 

The Petrograd North Caucasus 
and Daghestan Highlanders Com
mittee informs you that the Central 
Comm'ittee of the North Caucasus 
and Daghestan United Highlanders, 
at the conference held on. August 10, 

1917, in the city of Vladicaucasus in 
the presence of delegates from the 
various regiments of the home dh·i
sion, has ordained to consider that the 
only purpose of the regiments of the 
home divisions is to defend the father~ 
land from the outward foe, and in no 
way, to serve as a toolin the hands of 
any parties in their political strife . 
By your interference you break off 
from the common family of High
landers, and so deal an irremediable 
blow to the idea of unity and national 
self-determination of the whole of the 
Highlanders . 

We therefore appeal to you to de
sist from any future participation in 
the political strife that is going on 
now. 

\ Th.{ Petrograd North Caucasus 
and Daghestan Highlanders 
Committee. 

The Caucasus Mahometans in , 
Petrograd Committee. 

The Executive Committee of the 
All-Russian Mahometan Council ap
peals to the Mahometan brethren
warriors of the'valian/ home divisions 
-at this most serious moment in the 

,life of the various nationalities of 
Russia, asking them to accept as their 
guide this brotherly message coming 
from their kindred organizations. 

The Executive Committee of the 
All-Russian Mahometan Council. 

Petrograd, August 29, 1917. 
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Another branch of the Propoganda Bureau's work was 
the reception of deserters, who came across the lines in a 
continuous stream. They always had interesting informa
tion, if it were only how our publicity was going, and what 
interested the German soldiers most. But some
times they came on unusual errands; I remember a delega
tion from the German troops on the island of Oesel, who 
wanted literature and speakers to take back with them! A 
couple of sailors who spoke German were sent back with 
them, smuggled across the lines in German uniforms; they 
stayed a week and converted about a thousand men. 

Back of the German lines, near Kovne, at this time, was 
form~d a camp of mutineers, about fifteen or twenty thou
sand of them according to deserters' stories. They refused 
to fight, and declared that if the front line moved forward 
they would fire on it. Our delegates made their way across 
the lines to that camp, with detailed information about the 
Revolution, copies of Soviet decrees and proclamations. 
Just before the end of the Brest-Litovsk negotiations the 
camp was destroyed by artillery fire;. but the poison spread. 

During the armistice and peace negotiations, which, at 
Trotsky's instance, were conducted in the open, the German 
newspapers intentionally falsified the reports. The Soviet 
Government published daily the correct version in Der Vol
kerfriede~ with which the German trenches were flooded. 
Proclamations, appeals, decrees, all in German, urging the 
enemy soldiers to upset their Government, throw out the 
Kaiser, declare a revolutionary peace. Every day 
or so General Hoffman threatened to break off negotiations 
if the Russian troops were not ordered to cease fraterniza
tion and to refrain from inciting German troops to revolt. 
After the armistice was signed, too, the J mperial Govern
ment warned the Soviets that revolutionary propaganda was 
a violation of the armistice.' 

To this the Council of People's Commissars answered 
by apologies and promises. Krylenko, the Russian Com
mander, publicly ordered that propaganda should cease, and 
privately sent word to the troops to redouble their efforts. 

On the 23d of December the Soviet Government pas~ed 
the following resolution: 

"Taking into consideration that the Soviet 
Power is based on the principle of international 
proletarian solidarity and the brotherhood of 
workers of all countries, that the struggle against 
the war and against T mperialism can only lead to 
victory if it is carried out on an international 
scale, the Council of People's Commissars deems 
it necessary 'to come to the assistance of the Left 
International wing of the labor movement of all 
countries, by all possible means, including funds, 
whether the said countries are at war with Russia, 
or allied to Russia, or occupying a neutral position. 

" For this purpose the Council of PeOPle's Com
missars resolves: That at the disposal of the for
eign representative of the Commissariat of For
eign Affairs shall be placed the sum of Two Mil-
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Announcement to the 'Workers of all lands 

of Russia's Peace Terms 

lion Rubles for the needs of the Revolutionary In
ternationalist movement. 

"Chairman of the Council of People's Com
missars, 

V.OULIANOV (LENIN). 

"People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs, 
L. TROTSKY." 

By September, 1918, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had 
on its payroll sixty-eight agents in Austria-Hungary, and 
more than that in Germany, as well as others in France, 
Switzerland and Italy. 

Of course most of the attention of the Bureau of Inter
national Revolutionary Propaganda was concentrated on 
the Central Powers. A weekly magazine in French-Eng
lish was planned, as well as an Italian weekly, but never 
carried out. For one agent in the Allied countries, the 
Soviet Government had fifty in Germany and Austria. 

The Central Powers were Soviet Russia1s gieatest menace. 
It was utterly impossible for Imperial Germany and Social-' 
ist Russia to exist side by side. Imperial Germany must be 
destroyed-and quickly. But while in Germany there ex
isted the most sinister enemy of the Russian Revolution, on 
the- other hand in Germany was' also Russia1s greatest po
tential ally-a working class well-trained in the fundamen
tals of Marxian doctrine, and better organized than any other 
in Europe . 

. . 

.. 

, 
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. This condition determined somewhat the form -of Rus
sian propaganda. It was all aimed at the German workers 

- and soldiers. It would not do simply to cry out against the 
Kaiser and the Junkers; that is the trick of the bourgeoisie, 
practised for four long years in the name of "democracy-" 
by all the Imperialists of the western nations. The Ger
man workers were too well educated to be fooled by that. 
Propaganda had_ to- be international, against all bourgeois im
perialists~ with special emphasis on the Secret Treaties, and 
the imperialistic designs and actions of the Entente. 

• But the Bolshevik attack on the Kaiser and the German 
Junkers did not cease, for -all of that. In the first 
number of Rabotchi i Soldat~ organ of the Petrograd Soviet, 
published October 3 I , 1917, occurred the following para
~raph: 

"The German Kaiser, covered with the blood of 
millions of innocent dead, wants to hurl his army 
against Petrograd. Let us call to the German 
workmen, soldiers and peasants, who want peace 
not less than we do, to stand up against 
this damned war! 

"This can be done only by a revolutionary 
Government, which would speak really for the 
workmen, soldiers and peasants of Russia, and 
would appeal over the heads of the diplomats di
rectly to the German troops, fill the German 
trenches with proclamations in the German lan
guage. Our airmen would spread these 
proclamations all over Germany. " 

This was one week before the Bolshevik insurrection. 
Eight days later, in an appeal to the German soldiers, the 

Council of People's Commissars said: 
"Brothers, German soldiers! The great ex

ample of your comrade, Karl Liebknecht, the most 
eminent leader of International Socialism, the per
severing and long-continued struggle which you 
have conducted by publishing newspapers and 
pamphlets, by numerous demonstrations and 
strikes, the struggle for which your Government 
has thrown into prison hundreds and thousands of 
your comrades, and lastly, the heroic revolt of 
your sailors of the Fleet serve as a guarantee to us 
that the mass of the working-class of your nation 
is ready to enter the decisive struggle for peace. 

" Hasten to our assistance! In the name of the 
Workers' and Peasants' Government we guar
antee that our soldiers shall not move one step for
ward if you decide to take in your hands the flag 
of peace, and even if the struggle for peace inside 
your country takes away part of your forces from 
the front. " 

After Brest-Litovsk, according to the provisions of the 
treaty, the Bureau of International Revolutionary Propa
ganda was abolished. But the first act of the new Council 
4)f Pe~ple's Commissars was secretly to reorganize this work, 

THE LIBERATOR 

appointing an unofficial committee to take cha:r:ge of it, and 
appropriating' for this purpose twenty million rubles. 

At the same time Adolph Y offe was made Ambassador to 
Berlin. In his suite were ten expert propagandists who 
spoke German. They bought bicycles, on which they began 
a. systematic tour of the country, organizing, spreading the 
word, preparing. The three million Russian prisoners were 
reached. Two of these couriers were caught and expelle~ 
from the country. Y offe was repeatedly warned by the Ger
man Government, repeatedly apologized, and kept on. 

His first act in the German capital was to hoist over the 
Russian Embassy the Red Flag, lettered with the device of 

- the Soviet Republic, "Russian Socialist Federative Soviet 
Republic. Workmen of all countries, unite!" He refused 
to present his credentials to the Kaiser, and invited to his 
first state banquet Haase, Ledebour, Dittman, Franz Mehr
ing, Rosa Luxembourg, Clara Zetkind and Karl Liebknecht 
(then in prison). 

The first act of the new German coalition Ebert Gov
ernment was to expel Y offe from Berlin.-as was natural. 
However, he was invited to return a week later by the 
Berlin Council of Workers' <;lnd Soldiers' Deputies, and did 
so. - Upon his release from prison, -Karl Liebknecht, his 
flower-filled carriage escorted by hundreds of thousands of 
workers, went straight to the Russian Embassy, from the 
balcony of which he made a speech, saying that it was now 
time that the German people followed Russia's example. 

The New York evening newspapers of November 25th re
port an address of Liebknecht's before the Berlin Workers' 
and Soldiers' Council, upon the night of the overthrow of 
the Coalition Government: 

" Did the bourgeoisie while in power permit you 
to have a voice in the Government? No! Then 
the workers must not allow it to have any say 
now. We need a Government of soldiers and 
workmen, one typifying the proletariat, which will 
not have to bow down before the Entente. 

U There must be no dickering with Entente im
perialism. We will dispose of that just as we did 
with German -autocracy. The Revolution is bound 
also to reach the Entente countries, but we~ who 
made the Russians waste a whole year~ are insist
ing that the Revolution break out in England and 
France within twenty-four hours. " / 

During this same period the Allied Governments were 
conducting an enormous propaganda, not orly in the- Cen
tral Empires, through Switzerland, Scandinavia and Hol
land, but also in Russia itself The Russian branch of the 
American Committee on Public Information spent mpre than 
three hundred thousand dollars in Russia, printing Wilson's 
speeches in thousands of copies, producing great moving pic
ture films, and hiring Russian propagandists. French and 
the British Governments maintained expensive Information 
Bureaus io all countries. In the neutral countries and in 
Russia newspapers were subsidized, and even bought by the 



Allies, and local journalists were on the payroll of the Al
lied Embassies. 

Why did Allied propaganda fail and Bolshevik propa
ganda succeed? The reason is simple, especially simple as 
regards American propaganda. The masses of the war
weary peoples of Russia and of the Central Powers were So
cialists. They had been educated to look forward to the 
Social Revolution, the destruction of the bourgeoisie, the pub
lic seizure of land, industrial plants and financial institu
tion. They were fundamentally trained to see in the war 
a simple clash of capitalistic interests. 

Allied propaganda harped on patriotism, on the advan
tages of the bourgeois political democracy; its language was 

Typical American government propaganda
President Wilson~s •• 14 ... point ~~ Speech 

" 
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the language of eighteenth century political economy. It 
showed a hatred of Socialism only less than its hatred of 
Kaiserism. American propaganda advocated the American 
form of government as the social and economic millenium. 
In America there was free speech, free press and universal 
wealth. By editing and perverting the words and deeds of 
real American Socialists, it was proven that we had gone 
back on our Internationalism, that we were heart and soul 
with the Government. This was done in the case of Eugene 
Debs, Max Eastman, myself. The activities of 
Gompers, Walling, Spargo and Russell were played up. 
Boasting about America's part in the war, statistics, moving 
pictures showing the amount of gold bullion in the vaults 
of the United States Treasury. All these phases of 
political and economic life which the Russian and German 
people had been working to get rid of for decades were dis- • 
played to them. Root was sent to Russia. Frank 
Bohn was sent to Switzerland to get in touch with the Ger
mans. 

In all these efforts at creating pro-Ally sympathy in the 
" hostile" countries Socialism was let severely alone. Only 
the most reactionary pro-Government l\lajority Socialist 
groups in all countries were thought worthy of influencing. 
The Liberal republican movements were fostered. Purely 
Nationalist sentiments were encouraged in all the little op
pressed countries. 

To Allied propagandists the most effective weapons were 
President Wilson's speeches, which the revolutionary work
ing-class of all countries refused to trust, and which did not 
interest them much anyway. 

RESPECT ABILITY 

I HUG my hearth fire, cozy-warm, 
Approved by wise and loving friends; 

She passes in the marching storm 
Down the long road that never ends, 

Rebel and outcast, beggared, free
The woman that I dare not be. 

I have a task that fills my days. 
I do it with a right good will 

And earn thereby both bread and praise; 
Why does her mocking laughter still 

Bum to the very soul of me, 
The woman that I dare not be? 

A sanctuary I would seek 
On Sundays in the House of Prayer; 

But when I kneel among the meek 
Between me and the altar there, 

God's scorn in her clear eyes, I see 
The woman that I dare n,ot be. 

Allene Gregory. 
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The Familylof Nations 
Drawn bll .-!rt YOting 
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Demobilizing' the Trade Unions 
By H. M 

T HE demobilization of war industries has begun. 
It is a matter of taking three to five million workers 

out of war work and finding jobs for them in normal indus
try, and at the same time finding jobs for three to four mil
lion discharged soldiers. From six to eight million potentially 
unemployed persons! At the other extreme, ,there is the 
theoretic possibility of placing the, demobilized war-worker 
and soldier directly into a new job, and thus keeping unem
ployment at zero. Somewhere between these two extremes 
we shall muddle through our demobilization period. 

There are possibilities in the situation, enormous possibili
ties for good or for evil. 

Little had been published, during the first two or three 
weeks of the armistice, about demobilization in the concrete. 
But a great deal was said about it in general. President 
Wilson, for example, said in general that he had no opinion 
on the problem, except. that he thought it could safely be left 
to "agencies in existence" and to the "quick initiative" 
of America's business men. More reassuring words came 
from Atlantic City, where an extraordinary War Emergency 
and Reconstruction Conference of the United States Chamber 
of Commerce was in session. Here it was agreed that em
ployers should not insist upon reducing wages, that good labor 
unions should not be frowned upon, that co-operation should 
take the place of class warfare in industry, and that indus
trial Kaiserism should cease. The Conference felt most opti
mistic concerning reconstruction, provided the Government 
,immediately returned the railroads, the wires and the muni-
tions plants to the ownership and control of their original 
possessors, and left all other problems to "individual initi
ative." The War Industries Board, about the same time, 
issued a most reassuring swan-song concerning the apparent 
fluency of the readjustment. It became clear to all readers 
of the Times and Tribune that everything was as good as it 
could possibly be. 

But the most inspiring thing about this Emergency Con
ference was its insistence upon the ethical note. In its more 
sublime aspects this ,recei~ed expression in the "ten com
mandments" of John D. Rockefeller, Jr., from whose speech 
I quote the following Credo: 

" I believe that every living man is entitled to the oppor
tunity of earning a living, to fair wages, to reasonable hours 
of work and proper working conditions; to a decent home, 
to the opportunity to learn, to worship and to love~ as well 
as to toil; and that the opportunity rests upon government or 
society to see that these conditions and opportunities prevail." 

"The opportunity to learn, to worship and to love! " ex
claimed a New York daily. "What is that but the epitome 
of human aspirations, the sum total of human desires?" 

Summing up the situation, this same daily sees Utopia upon 
us as a result of the late slaughter in Europe. " The ~pro
ceedings of the Conference reveal," it says, " the vast change 
that is coming in the relations between capital and labor. 
Heretofore industry has represented an autocracy. The 
views expressed by national authorities at Atlantic City indi
cate that industry is on the way to becoming a democracy. 
Such a new interpretation of the brotherhood of man is an 
inevitable result of the triumph of the free nations in a war, 
for the establishment of the principle of the brotherhood of 
nations." 

The most compelling voice in the Conference was per
haps that of Charles M. Schwab, late president and still the 
controlling power of the Bethlehem Steel Company. Mr. 
Schwab stated that men should be permitted and encouraged 
to form labor unions, and to deal as equals with their em
ployers. There must be an absolute partnership between 
worker and employer, he said, and friendliness, confidence 
and co-operation must henceforth be the rule. 

After all that, who could have any fears about our de
mobilization period? 

* * * 
It sounded so good that I went down to Mr. Schwab's 

Bethlehem plant to find out about it. 
You must know something of Bethlehem, named after the 

birthplace of the Prince of Peace. It was founded in 1741 
as a haven of Christian perfection' by the Moravians, who 
represent the direct continuation of the doctrines of John 
H uss. The founder of the sect, it is written, "anticipated 
much of the teaching of Tolstoy. He interpreted the Sermon 
on the Mount literally, denounced war, and declared that the 

, duty of· all true Christians was to return to the simple teach
ing of Christ and His Apostles." On the green hills of 
Bethlehem, Pa., the American Moravians hoped to be able 
to practise these doctrines, in sheltered peace and brotherly 
love, as long as America should endure. 

Modern commercialism brought to Bethlehem a gigantic 
factory of the instruments of death, and the fortunes of war 
provided the crowning irony in bringing to the presidency of 
the whole works a gentleman with the Divine name of Grace. 
And this article will concern itself chiefly with the emana
tions of Grace in and about Bethlehem in the early weeks 
of the new era of the Brotherhood of Man. 

I chose Bethlehem and Bridgeport as typical war industry 
communities, preferring to see the facts in the concrete rather 
than in the puzzled or fanciful outgivings of the' U nite4 
States Employment offices. No discourtesy is here intended 
to the only government agency which is attempting to handle 
industrial reconstruction in a thorough-going way, but it 
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soon became clear that this agency simply has not sufficient 
authority to collect reliable statistics. Whatever. facts the 
public may be permitted to learn concerning industrial de
mobilization must be learned at the source. 

It· is true that both in Bethlehem and in Bridgeport the 
situation is complicated by serious labor quarrels still in an 
acute stage. But these quarrels only serve to reveal more 
vividly the truth of the situation. Last summer the National 
War Labor Board ~as summoned to intervene in Bethlehem 
to settle a threatened strike of the skilled workmen. "Upon 
representation of officials of the War Department," to quote 
the words of the Board's joint chairmen, "that conditions 
in the Bethlehem Steel Company were gravely endangering 
the successful prosecution of the war, and in order that our 
troops might not be left short of guns and ammunition, the 
War Labor Board exerted every resource to keep the employes 
of the Bethlehem Ste~l Company at work, to secure a maxi
mum production and an equitable adjustment of conditions in 
the Bethlehem Steel Company." What the Board did was" 
to grant an increase in pay to various classes of employes, 
to order the revision or the total elimination of the famous 
" bonus system" then in vogue, to establish shop committees 

.. and collective bargaining under conditions which honest 
workingmen could accept, and to protect the rights of the 
employes to join the trade unions of their choice. The new 
wage schedules were put into effect; the shop committees 
were elected; the workers joined the trade unions of their 
choice, fhanks to a well organized campaign on the part of 
the A. F. of L. unions, to the extent of more than fifty per 
cent. But rumors of peace began to fill the air, and Mr. 
Grace, who had accepted the original award only under the 
tacit threat of Government operation, began to delay. The 
few meetings held between the shop committees and their 
respective employer's committees failed to achieve anything. 
In some departments back pay was not forthcoming. The 
officials of the company somehow never got around to re
vising or eliminating the bonus system, to say nothing of 
devising with the shop committees a system to take its place. 

Then the armistice came. Mr. Grace announced that the 
company was now " unable to accept" certain rulings of the 
Board, and asked that the Government examiners in Beth-

.lehem be withdrawn, "thus permitting us to proceed with 
the installation of the practical, comprehensive and perma
nent plan of employes' representation, which is now in suc
cessful operation at our other plants." 

It became apparent that "reconstruction" was under 
way in Bethlehem. 

* * * 
Now reconstruction, to a war inpustry like Bethlehem, 

means in the first instance just one thing-firing men. If 
the right men are fired to begin with, the industry will " re
construct" itself on the labor side without more trouble. 

No one seemed to kno~ officially about the number of 
men being fired in Bethlehem. Rumor said that they were 
going at the rate of five hundred a week, or five hundred a 
day; that it had already reached the figure of 5,000, that it 
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would presently reach 11,000 or 15,000. But why depend 
on rumor? Certain information has been officially declared 
to be public property. 

This, for example, had recently come from the Depart
ment of Labor: 

"To enable the United States Employment 
Service to find other employment for munitions 
and other civilian war workers as they are released, 
the Service will be consulted by the War Depart
ment and the War Industries Board before any 
action is taken on war contracts." 

And this indicates the proposed source of the information to 
be transmitted to the Government departments: 

"The arrangement with the War Department 
and the War Industries Board enables the United 
States Employment Service to know in advance of 
and to prepare for releases of men by war industries 
holding direct contracts. Sub-contractors are urged 
to notify the Employment Service of coming re
leases as far in advance as possible, in order that the 
employes may be placed elsewhere. 

"Only through having advance information of 
the easing off of war industrial operations can the 
Employment Service adequately devote its facilities 
toward re!ocation of war workers." 

But the Government Employment office was unable to say 
how many Bethlehem workers were being discharged. It 
frankly admitte~ that it did not know. Private employers, 
eager to engage the men released from Bethlehem, were de
nied any infoqnation. Demobilization in Bethlehem was a 
secret. 

I asked the publicity man of the Bethlehem company upon 
what plan men were being discharged. He pointed to an 
official statement that "the governing factors will be at
tendance, efficiency and length of service." 

" Do you mean," I asked, "that you are discharging the 
new and inexperienced men? " 

" Well, we are discharging the men who live outside of 
Bethlehem, for one thing," he answered. " You, see, there 
is a bunch of agitators off in Allentown and they have been 
making trouble for us." 

" How many have you discharged? Are you making any 
public announcement? " 

" No," he replied, " we aren't making any public announce
ment. You see, it is all involved with this lab~r trouble." 

There were germs of information in these few remarks. 
Around town they explained to me that workers who lived 
in Bethlehem ~ere generally being retained 'by the company, 
and added that the company was close to . the real estate in
terests in Bethlehem (rents have been splendid there during 
the war) and was itself a large owner of housing property. 
As for the agitators in Allentown, their presence is to be ex
plained by the fact that until recently the mayor of Bethle
hem, formerly an officer of the steel company, prohibited all 
union meetings within the city limits and generally treated 
a labor organizer as an outlaw. Later it became still more 



evident in exactly what way the company's discharge policy 
was" involved with this labor trouble." 

For the moment, however, I contented myself with the 
official attitude of the co~pany as reflected in " The Booster." 
This fortnightly publication, richly illustrated with portraits 
of faithful employes, is distributed free to all workers in the 
plant. Its aim is to infuse boost, zip and jazz into the work
ers for all sorts of worthy purposes. 

In "The Booster," after learning that "a reduction of 
th.e force must be made," I read as follows: 

" It seems a great pity that our big family must 
be separated. We have all been working together 
for one great cause and many fine friendships have 
been formed among us. We trust that those who 
are compelled to seek their fortunes in other fields 
of endeavor will think of us kindly. ' The Booster' 
has been informed that the management of our 
great company is reluctant to reduce the force any 
lower than is absolutely necessary and that the ut
most consideration will be given to each individual 
case. To those who leave us, we say most sincerely, 
good-bye, good luck and God bless you." 

At this point" The Booster" may justly claim our more 
particular attention. . . . In "The Booster" you learn 
that "you cannot war upon kindness; all the logic of man 
cannot cope with the power of love," and on the same page, 
apropos of our post-bellum policy toward the Hun: "Treat 
them as slaves to the end of their days. N ever give them a 
decent man's chance." "The Booster" does not scorn slang, 
but at times its diction sounds li~e that of Felicia Hemans. 
A woman worker is called" a person of the fair sex," and 
such persons are loo~ed after by other persons of like sex, 
known as welfare wor~ers, of whose ministrations "The 
Booster" says: "Nothing seems to be too much trouble, 
whether it is a delightful picnic along the banks of the Saucon 
or a visit to a home to investigate and better the living condi
tions, or any of the other thousand and one things that an 
organization of this kind is called upon to do." 

How Bethlehem workers were persuaded to loan their 
dollars to Liberty is described in two issues. First, before. 
the campaign, a dummy was strung up by the neck to the 
company flag pole bearing in his hand the legend: 

U This Boob Would Not Buy Bonds.n 

With this as a Ie it-motif for the bond campaign, the "over 
the top," to quote" The Booster," was" accomplished in a 
very novel but effective way. The shop was decorated with 
appropriate posters, all made by home talent and very much 
to the point. The men were brought before the committee 
in gangs of fifteen by their foremen and there they listened 
to the urgent plea for more bonds. Each man was brought 
up individually and questioned. In the face of this personal 
appeal there was hardly a one who refused to double up." 
N ot exa~tly novel, but unquestionably effective! But even 
at that it does not appear that the company exhausted its 
resources, for none of the employes was obliged to "cope with 
the power of love." 

In another Issue It ~s recorded that the assembled employes' 
of the plant cheered the Reverend Newell Dwight Hillis, 
brought by the company to speak to them of " German out
rages and atrocities which he has seen or been told of in Eu
rope." Since we cannot quite picture the Reverend Dr. 
Hillis personally inspeding a rape, we conclude that most 
of the atrocities were hearsay, but they seemed to have served 
admirably to cement the men's loyalty to their country and 
their bonus system. He was not, it appears, introduced to 
the men as the divine who defended Rockefeller's Colorado 
Fuel and Iron Company in shooting and burning strikers at 
Ludlow. 

* * * 
I could cull much more from" The Booster," but I can 

only quote a few brief lines from the poem of Lieutenant 
l\!lartin Fitzgerald to the Bethlehem workers, entitled 
"Carry On, Mates," because it has a certain bearing on. 
reconstruction. 

" Carry on, pals' of mine! 
If there is a ,grievance-wait, 'old your 'and. 
Beware of 'ot air, and the German gold behind it. 
And when this bloody war is over I'll come 
And side by side we'll stand and see fair play and 

clear up old, long-standing debts." 

Now the lieutenant may now be on his way home for this; 
purpose, but when he gets here he won't find his "mates'" 
around to clear up any old, long-outstanding debts. For
this reason: that his mates, all the more aggressive and in-· 
dependent of them, are being fired. During the war the' 
discontented were referred to the post-bellum period, and noW' 
they are referred by "The Booster" to God. 

First, there are the shop committeemen, elected under the' 
War Labor Board and usually union men. Directly the
armistice was signed they began to receive their "time.'" 
Protests began to pour into the offices of the Board. In one~ 
shop the two committee members, after some hesitation, pre-
sented the requests of their constituents to the mana~ment." 
The same day they got their" time." The Board ruled that" 
committeemen must not be discriminated against, and must
be discharged, if at ail, only in proportion with the other" 
workers. But the company was not recognizing the Board's, 
authority at the time, and protests remained protests. 

Next, there are the residents of Allentown and nearby" 
villages who do not contribute to profits on Bethlehem real. 
estate. The men believe that the discrimination against 
Allentown is an attempt to hurt the city's prosperity, because
it harbors" agitators" and has a mayor sympathetic to labor. 
And they are sure that the Bethlehem company will find it 
convenient to have its workers all living in a town which is. 
politically under its control. 

Next there are the sk:illed and highly paid men in general, 
who are being discharged ·in excessive proportions. They are· 
generaUy the better organized of the wor~ers, and 'are likely 
to contain a far higher percentage of American citiZens. That'. 
Americans are being singled out for discharge should cause 
surprise to no one. The steel plants and packing houses,. 
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among other large 'American industries, have a traditional 
policy of " graduating nationalities," whereby the older and 
well established races are released in favor of the fresh im
migrant types, who are likely to be divided in language, 
mutually suspicious and likely to accept a lower wage. It 
is too early to say that this policy is being pursued in Beth
lehem today, but it is perfectly clear that the American 
trade unionist type, who has acquired confidence and the 
capacity for leadership, is in disfavor. 

There is another circumstance, attendant upon this de
mobilization which may be significant. There are printed 
slips going around the shops, presented by the foremen to 
the workers for their signatures, stating that the signer was 
satisfied with the previous conditions in the shop and is 
against any innovations. Is it hard to guess what will hap-
pen to the man who refuses to sign? ' 

It does not appear that the company has given any of the 
" consideration" to "each individual case" that was prom
ised by "The Booster," or that" attendance efficiencv and 
length of service" have had much to do witl~ it. Th~ men 
are informed by their foremen PQint blank, without warning, 
that they are fired. They have no opportunity to learn any
thing in advance, so that they may register at the employ
ment office, or to appeal, through their shop committees or 
otherwise, to anyone save the foreman who does the firing. 
The company itself does not pr€1tend that any distinction is 
made between men with families and men without, and, it is 
abundantly clear that no such distinction is made. That 

, length of service is no protection to an employe is proved by 
the number of discharges of men who have been with the 
company six, eight and ten years. It is not possible to make 
the company admit that its discharges are effected with the 
intent of getting rid of the leaders trusted by the men, of 
breaking the newly established unions, and of overthrowing 
the Government's collective bargaining system, but it is abun
dantly evident that it "will achieve these results if it is not 
blocked. It is not possible to make the company admit that 
it intends to create anew the old Bethlehem psychology of 
terrorism, but it is clear that it is actually crteating terrorism 
-and defiance. 

* * * 
For the defiance is there. They are talking strike in 

Bethlehem: They say they have the cruCial trades, such as 
the electricians; organized one hundred per cent and that they 
could stop all the wheels at any time. They are not sure 
that this is the time for a strike, since the company is not yet 
working on its new commercial orders, and might welcome a 
strike just now as a savirig of money. But they are defiant. 

To " The Booster's" jolly" good-bye, good luck and God 
bless you" the 'Pennsylvania Labor H erald~ official organ 
of District No. 28, International Association of Machinists 

1· ' rep les: 
"The company is laying off thousands of men 

who. still have their back pay coming. American 
citizens with large families are being laid off, and 
alien enemies kept at work or moved into positions 
vacated by Americans. 

" When the organized men lined up last summer 
against the actions of these officials, the bastard 
press of this vicinity accused them of being pro
Germans and anarchists, etc. What have these 
lousy editors to say now that Americans are being 
deprived of employment to gratify the desire of the 
diseased brains of the steel company officials? Like 
the craven prostitute of the streets, these editors 
must amend their patriotism to suit the masters 
who feed them like dogs chained to a kennel. 

" And with all this attempt at annihilation or
ganized labor is asked to fight the Bolshevik move
ment in America. The very best thing that could 
happen in some localities is to have a well organized 
movement for the protection of Democracy in 
America like the ones in control now in some of 
the European countries." 
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Do you get' the meaning of that last suggestion? Every 
machinist in Bethlehem gets it. Even as you peruse' these 
lines, dear reader, they are talking it over in· Bethlehem and 
Allentown. 

I asked one of the most popular union leaders, an old arid 
loyal A. F. of L. man, about this reconstruction problem. 

" Men are being fired from the munitions factories," I said, 
"and millions of soldiers are going to come home and all 
are going to be looking for the same jobs. What's the 
answer? " 

"The answer," he replied, "is workmen's and soldiers' 
councils." 

He did not consider the possibility that the workmen and 
the soldiers in America may not take counsel together, pre
cisely because they will be rivals for the same job, and the 
soldiers may grab a chance fori bread and butter at less than 
the prevailing rates. But I considered it, for I saw that very 
thing beginning to happen in Bridgeport. 

, * * * 
He had been released from Camp Upton five days ago. 

He was a machinist of seven years' experience and he had 
taken seriously the fine things he- had once read in the papers 
to the effect that the soldier's job would be waiting for him 
when he got back. He got back to Bridgeport. He found 
his old job gone, for the small shop in which he worked had 
been swall'owed in the wave of wholesale production. So 
he went the rounds of the shops. He was in uniform, but 
usually he could not get past the gate guard. At the Amer
ican Chain Company he knew of a job that was definitely 
open to a skilled machinist. 

" How much experience? " asked the employment manager. 
" Seven years." 
" Nothing doing. \Ve want an older man." 
After four days of searching he gave up and went around 

to the union office. Here he found newspaper men, who 
said he ought to have gone to the Federal Employment of
fice. Very well, he would go. He went. The office would 
not give him a card, for there was no demand for machinists 
at union rates. 

But at the same time men were being hired daily at a 
wage fifteen to twenty cents per hour under the unio~ scale. 
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There were men fired at seventy cents who went back the 
next day and were hired at fifty-five. 

That se~ms to be the trend of reconstruction in Bridge
port. The men who have been discharged since the armistice 
are largely the skilled and highly paid men in th(! machinists' 
trade .. The unskilled and the slightly skilled are usually 
retained. 

But how, you ask, can a machine shop get along without 
skilled machinists? The answer is, the Specialists. The 
process of "dilution" has overtaken the machinists' trade, 
as it did in England. When war orders began to accumu
late, three or four years ago, it was necessary to increase pro-

. duction. Thousands of unskilled workers, men and women, 
were introduced into the machine shops, named specialists, 
and taught in a few weeks to perform small, repetitive pro
cesses in the work. The unions relaxed their apprenticeship 
rules to make this increase in production possible. Later 
they took the 6pecialists ipto the union. Then they found 
themselves being assigned to specialist jobs at specialist rates. 
Then they discovered that nearly all processes in their hard
learned trade were being perforJIled by the unskilled, at rates 
fixed autocratically by the employer. They protested, and 
were called Bolsheviki. Under the threats of President Wil
son they went back to their chaotic tasks, but they looked with 
apprehension to the end of the war when this strange new 
situation should be liquidated. 

" The \ machinists' trade ain't no trade any more," said 
one machinist to me in Bethlehem. He had worked in the 
machine shops for eleven years, but was not, I believe, a 
union man. 

" It's all done by the hicks they brought in fr~m outside. 
The company gave them piece rates and. they made ten or 
fifteen dollars a day easy. They put me bossing a gang of 
five, showing them how to do it, and every one of them, was 
earning more than I was. And I got the blame if any work 
was spoiled. . 

" So I quit. Then the next day I went to another depart
ment and asked for a job. 'They said, 'You are a machinist, 
ain't you?' I said, 'No.' They said, 'But you've worked 
on a machine, ain't you?' I said, 'Yes, I've worked on a 
machine, but I spoiled too much work and they fired me.' " 

He got his job as specialist and materially bettered his lot 
in life. 

I am glad to see any "hick" make fifteen dollars a day, 
but I can und,erstand the machinist's resentment at it. What 
has become of those four years he put in as apprentice? What 
claim will he have on a wage proportionate to his skill when 
the labor market is again flooded after the war? 

Some machinists insist that the machinists' trade is still a 
trade, and that no shop can get along without the skilled 
man. Others deny it. I myself suspect that one or two 
good" efficiency men" could abolish the machinists entirely, 
except in the capacity of skilled overseer. But, in any case, 
,the specialist will hold the machine shops together while men 
are being fired at seventy cents and hired at fifty-five. 

And what will the returned soldier do? My friend at 
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Bridgeport may have stuck by his union brothers, refused 
the scab jobs and left his home and friends to look for work 
elsewhere at decent union rates. But those who follow him 
from Upton next week or next month probably won't. They 
will take the job they must have on any terms they can get. 
The union men will ,resent it. They will hold out for their 
craft rates and their craft dignity. They will hold mass 
meetings and red ideas will be applauded. The soldiers now 
at work will be told that these are Bolsheviki, threatening the 
very foundations of American freedom, and I am afraid many 
of them will believe it. Here is the chance for some ad
venturer in mass publicity to instigate the great issue between 
the American veteran and the American slacker. And as 
between the two, which side will the soldier take who is still 
in uniform? Then, if there are bread lines and mass demon
strations, what is going to happen in the streets? And what, 
in the meantime, will the Pennsylvania Labor Herald and a 
hundred or more other labor papers be saying? ' 

* * * 
This is speculation. Up to this time there is no serious 

unemployment situation either in Bethlehem or in Bridgeport. 
Many peace industries will promptly take up the slack of 
the munitions factories. But I am satisfied of what is being 
aimed at in the two cities I visited. 

In Bethlehem it is to demobilize the trade unions, to shat
ter the fair and decent system of collective bargaining, sup
ported by trade union organization, set up by the War Labor 
Board, and to install a·" practical, comprehensive and perma
nent plan of employes' representation" supplied by John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., and MacKenzie King to" lull the workers 
with a false sense of democracy and cut off each shop from 
the support of all the others. In Bridgeport, I am convinced 
that the aim is to lower wages and break the machinists' craft. 
And I feel sure that Bethlehem and Bridgeport are a fair 
cross-section of the war industry communities of the country. 

The New Republic has expressed the fear that we shall 
have a hap-hazard r~construction. It need not worry. We 
shan't. We shall have, now that the Administration has 
officially waslJ.ed its hands of the problem, a reconstruction 
carefully manipulated by one of the two great potential 
gainers-those who live by working and those who live by 
owning. One of the two sides will do the manipulating, and 
it will be that one which has the better organizatioh and the 
better wits. 

As ;:t sporting proposition, if I were betting, I should bet 
on the owners. They are demobilizing the war industries 
very actively now. 

And their first step is to demobilize the trade unions. 
H. M. 

The Little Boy , 
O LD men are slow, old men a:re wrinkled; 

Old men are bent and small; 
But if they'~e been sailors or miners with candles 

Old men are best of all. 
Elizabeth Thomas. 
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I See by the Papers 
I T was a H unconditional surrender. 

-FOOD will win the peace; do not taste it. 

I s it permitted now to speak of it as " the late unpleasant
ness"? 

T HE celebrations of November 7th and I I th seemed to 
indicate that the people did not share fully in the N. Y. 

Tribune~ s regret that the war was over. 

"T HE Evening World First Published the News of the 
War's End To-day "-thus boasted that enterprising 

:New Y ~rk paper on the afternoon of the great illusion. This 
wipes out the stain of two years before when the World 
was beaten by twenty-three minutes in announcing the elec-

- tion of Hughes. 

• 

A VIENNA paper says that Charles has not abdicated 
but merely renounced the exercise of his rights. But 

how long can rights remain healthy without exercise? 

I T is always April Fool in the office of the London Daily 
Mail. Now we learn that the triumph of the Soldiers' 

and Workers' Councils in Berlin is only a part of the- big 
bluff that the old Germany is defunct. 

"FIVE Grand Dukes Slain in a Well b! Bols~eviki." 
This headline from the New York Ttmes wIll con

found those who claimed that war does not tend to the pro
_duction of high class imaginative fiction. 

T HE ease with which the Republicans and Democrats 
composed their differences in order to keep the Social

ists out of Congress recalls the celebrated case of Tweedle
dum vs. Tweedledee when the crow came down. "It fright
ened both those heroes so they quite forgot their quarre1." 

T HE cruel newspaper war between Burleson and 
Mackay has been observed with singular calm by our 

plainer people. In some quarters hope has been expressed 
that casualties would be heavy on both sides. 

SA!D the New York Evening Sun, the day before elec
tIon: 

" The chief mystery of the campaign is why' Al ' 
Smith thought it worth while to run. He didn't 
need it as a foundation for his next candidacy, and 
must know that there is a loss of prestige in over
whelming defeat." 

A knock-out argument for the censorship. When Smith 
read this indiscreet paragraph, he went to work and got 
elected . 
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BUT it can never be said again that pre-election forecasts 
are without value. In New York botl~ parties claimed 

the state by about 300,000, and sure enough the election was 
~( very close one. . 

"I N the midst of a violent and, perhaps, to some extent 
justifiable, crusade against militarism "-with this dam

aging admission, one Lucian in the Rochester Post-Express 
begins a long article in support of war for war's sake. He 
whitewashes the whole crew, Alexander, Cresar, Attila and 
the rest; in Lucian's opinion" glory "is synonymous with 
"gory." Why Wilhelm is denied admission to this mag
nificent slaughter-house is not clear; perhaps from some petty _ 
personal prejudice. 

A N interesting change in our form of government has 
- taken place in N ew York and several other cities. The 

legislative, executive and judicial functions have been vested 
in a group of enthusiastic young men in uniform who decide 
who may and who may not hold public meetings and what 
colors ex-citizens may wear. 

SEVERAL flagrant case~ of red neckties we.re discovered 
and summarily dealt WIth. A gentleman WIth a red nose 

was under suspicion, but he was released upon his convincing 
plea that he was opposed to all forms of anarchy and pro
hibition. 

I T is rumored that a well known song ~ill be amen~ed to 
read "Three cheers for the khaki, whIte and blue. 

"E MINENT JURIST," who writes pieces for the 
N. Y. Times when he is not eminently judging, finds 

four columns of reasons why it is illegal for the President 
to go to Europe. This is E. J.'s first literary appearance 
since that in which he suggested the occupation of Mexico 
for reasons of military necessity-a la Hun. 

T- HE President announced his intention of going to Eu
rope as soon as the newspapers had decided by a vote 

of two to one that he should stay at home. Possibly he re
membered that the papers voted 200 to I against his listenirtg 
to peace proposals from Germany. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FICKERT, having success
fully knocked Fremont Older down, it must be ad-

-mitted by all except the prejudiced that Fickert has cleared 
himself of the charge of being a crook. The only trouble 
is that the prejudiced seem to constitute a majority of the 
civilized world. 

A .SIGN of the sad state to which this country has fallen 
is the fact that Theodore Roosevelt is now to be found 

chiefly among the book reviews and Taft has been trans
ferred to the sporting page. 
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W E should be charitable with the papers these days, fur 
they have a lot of hard work to do. They must con

vince us that Liebknecht, who fought the German govern
ment throughout the war, is our enemy, and the majority 
Socialists who went fifty-fifty with the Kaiser in all his 
crimes, are our real friends. 

W HEN this task is done they will bravely tackle the job 
of proving that the German invaders of Russia are 

the hope of democracy and civilization, subject to change 
without notice. 

T HEN, too, there is the poor monthly magazine editor 
whose editorials warning us against German peace 

'traps, are coming out in these distressing days. 

A s Lincoln Steffens says, " Peace, also, is hell." 
'- . HOWARD BRUBAKER. 

A BOY AT CHURCH 

T· HE organ groaned and the choir boys chanted, 
The congregation rustled with a solemn air; 

God was a sad old man.with whiskers, 
Sitting up in heaven in a gold arm-chair. 

HESTER STREET· 
GOD was surely 

Humoured sweet 
When He fashioned 

Hester Street, 

On whose sidewalks 
And front stairs 

Desert Isaacs 
Guard tin-wares; 

On whose corners 
Ragged batches 

Of Bar Kochbas 
Hold out matches; 

From whose basements 
Dusky, drear, 

God-like Moses 
Heads appear, 

And about for 
Many blocks 

Maccabaeans 
Cry out socks. 

Rose Henderson. 

PORTRAIT OF A MACHINE 
WHAT nudity is beautiful as this 

Obedient monster purring at his toil; 
These naked iron muscles dripping oil 

And the sure-fingered rods that never miss. 
This long and shining flank of metal is 

Magic that greasy labor cannot spoil; 
While this vast engine that could rend the soil 

Conceals its fury with a gentle hiss. 

It does not vent its loathing, does not tum 
Upon its makers with destroying hate. 

It bears a deeper malice; lives to earn 
I ts masters' bread, and laughs to see this great 

Lord of the earth who rules but cannot learn 
Become the slave of what his slaves create. 

3S 

Louis Untermeyer. 

GOOD FOR SYLVIA! 

M ,ISS SYLVIA PANKHURST has for some time dis
sociated herself from the activities of her mother imd . 

sister, having given herself to social reform movements in 
the East End. She, too, does not intend to become ~ Par
liamentary candidate. "I am waiti~g," she declares, "for 

the Soviets. I am weary of the present Parliamentary sys
tem which is so remote from daily life and from the control 

of the rank and file workers to be all but useless to them. 
Socialism built up from the workshop and the home is alone 
worth while."-Dispatch from London. 

Drawn bll William (hopper. 

Samuel Roth. "An' you mean to tell me that that dog ain't got no fleas?" 
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International Lahor 
Socialist N ew-s 

and 

By Alexander T r~chtenherg 

New Zealand 

T HE Socialist and Labor forces of New Zealand scored 
a victory in October, electing to Parliament Peter 

Fraser, editor of the" Maoriland Worker," from the Well
ington Central district. The Wellington seat was made 
vacant by the death of a supporter of the anti-labor govern
ment. Fraser, who is a waterside worker by occupation, was 
known for his revolutionary activities and opposition to the 
war and conscription. Before coming to New Zealand in 
1910, Fraser was an active 1. L. P. worker in Scotland. In 
i913 he was leader of the Waterside Workers' strike and 
has acted for a number of years as secretary of the Social 
Democratic Party. In 1916 he was convicted for seditious 
utterances and served a year in prison. 

Great Britain-
The pre-election manifesto of the British Labor Party 

shows that British Labor has divorced itself entirely from the 
coalition government and on some international matters has 
taken a more aggressive stand than it did in the famous 
"Program," "Self-determination for· Ireland and India," 
" the unhampered convocation of the workers' International," 
"the withdrawal of allied troops from Russian territory," 
-these are definitely new points in British labor's position. 

Whil~ warning the reactionary governments of Europe 
against intervention in the internal affairs of the rising indu
trial democracies, the Labor Party does not forget the 
pressing problems at home. It demands the immediate re
peal of the Defence of the Realm Act, complete abolition of 
conscription, the release of all political prisoners and the 
removal of all barriers to the exercise of civil and industrial 
liberties. 

Constructive social and economic reforms are also de
manded,-the nationalization of land, mines, and railways, 
the immediate building of 1,000,000 houses at the state's 
expense, a comprehensive public health system, a truly demo
cratic public school system, a radical revision of labor legisla
tion, the extension of democratic control in industries, equal 
rights of both sexes, conscription of wealth. 

The Labor Minister, G. N. Barnes, who refused to obey 
the mandate of the party to withdraw from the Coalition 
Cabinet, was opposed in his Glasgow district by John Mac
Lean, who received the Labor Party nomination. John 
MacLean is well known for his revolutionary and interna
tionalist activities as well as for his appointment by the 

Soviet Government as Russian Consul for Scotland, an ap
pointment which the British Government, of course, refused 
to recognize. He was nominated while doing a term in 
prison for Bolshevist activities. 

United States 
An International Labor Conference-The American 

Federation of Labor is planning to convene an international 
labor congress while the Peace Conference is in session, with 
Samuel Gompers, William Green of the United Mine Work
ers, John R. Alpine of the Plumbers, James Duncan of the 
Granite Cutters and Frank Duffy of the Carpenters as 
American delegates. As a regular international Socialist 
and labor congress is contemplated for the same time, the 
status of -the A. F. of L. gathering and the character of 
the labor elements which will attend it is causing a great 
deal of comment. The Italian and French Socialists al
ready are on record that they will refuse to attend a con
ference at which the A. F. of L. is represented. The 
A. F. of L. delegation should be able to gather under its 
banner the slim Socialist and labor minorities-the Quarante 
group in France, the Havelock Wilson element in England, 
the Socialist Union of Italy, the Scheidemann-Legien fol
lowers of Germany, and similar discredited groups in other 
countries. 

Tne Pan - American Labor Conference-A Pan
American Labor Conference was held at Laredo, Tex., dur
ing the last days of November. John Murray, a San Fran
cisco newspaper man, who has studied the Mexican labor 
movement, is responsible more than anyone else for bring
ing about this gathering of labor delegates from the two 
Americas. 

In 19 I 6, Carlos Loveira, a labor leader from Yucatan, 
was sent by the A. F. of L. to Central and South America 
to establish connections with the labor movements of those 
countries. The writer remembers the consternation which 
Loveira caused among the leaders of the A. F. of L., when, 
reporting on his journey at the Baltimore conv~ntion, he 
again and again reiterated. that outside_ of a limited anarchist 
influence the Socialists furnished the leadership of the labor 
movement in Central and South America, and directed its 
destinies. 

It was at the Baltimore convention that the Pan-American 
Labor Conference was authorized. Outside of the A. F. of 
L., which was represented by President Gompers, members of 
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the Executive Council and officers of several unions, there 
were delegates from Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia, Porto 
Rico, Costa Rica and Salvador. The published reports do 
not indicate any representation from the important labor 
movements of Argentine, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, etc. 

The conference adopted . the following as fundamental 
principles which must underlie the coming peace: 

.. A league of the free peoples of the world, in a common covenant for 
genuine and practical cooperation to secure justice and therefore peace in 
relations between nations. 
... No rc:prisals based on vindictive purpose or desire to injure, but to 

, right mamfest wrongs. 
"Recognition of rights of small nations and of the principles that no 

people must be forced under a sovereignty under which it does not wish 
to llve. 

" No territorial changes or adjustments of powers except in furtherance 
of the people affected and in furtherance of world peace." 

In addition to the above basic principles, the conference 
held that the following guarantees, "fundamental to the 
best interest of all nations and of vital importance to wage 
earners," should be made a part of the treaty of peace: 

.. That in law aUfi in practice the principle shall be recognized that the 
. labor of human beings is not a commodity or article of commerce . 

.. Industrial servitude shall not exist except as a punishment for crime, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. 

"The right of free association, free assemblage, free speech and free 
press shall not be abridged. ' 

"That the seamen of the merchant marine shall be guaranteed the right 
of leaving their vessels when the same are safe in harbor. 

.. No article or commodity shall be shipped or delivered in international 
commerce in the production of which children under the age of IS years 
have been employed or permitted to work. 

"It shall be declared that the basic work day in industry and commerce 
, shall not exceed eight hours a day . 

.. Trial by jury should be established." 

Tne Italian Labor Mission-The Italian '~. Socialist" 
and " Labor" elements which entertained the Go~pers and 
Spargo missions are now represented in the United States 
by a mission of their own. It is understood that this mission 
will not attempt to meet the American Socialists. 

The mission, which came to this country at the invitation 
of the A. F. of L., and the so-called Social-Democratic 
League, is headed by Alcesto de Ambris, formerly an ex
treme syndicalist and direct-actionist, for whom the Italian 
Socialists were mere bourgeois reformers. He has since been 
repudiated by the U nione Sindical9' in which he played a 
leading role and has no connection with the organized labor 
movement of Italy. 

The other members of the mission are: Romolo Sabatini, 
an expelled member of the Socialist party; Silvano Fassulo, 
a lawyer and artillery lieutenant, who was also forced to 
leave the Socialist movement for his pro-war activities; Carlo 
Bazzi, a bourgeois republican; Adelmo Pedrini, and Ettore 
Cuzzani, both former syndicalists and direct-actionists; Amil-
care de Ambris and Vice Flaschi. . 

The recognized labor movement of Italy is represented by 
two great national bodies. The Con/ederazione del Lavoro 
comprises national labor organizations and the Chambers of 
Labor. It is in complete accord with the present policy of 
the Socialist Party of Italy and has: always accepted the 
leadership of the party. The other labor body is the Unione 
Sindicale, which though a syndicalist organization, has sup
ported the Socialist party in its position on the war and 

. general international policy. The Railroad Workers' Union, 
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an independent labor organization, because of socialists and 
syndicalists in its midst, has also been in agreement with the 
stand of the Socialist Party. N one of these labor organiza
tions would have anything to do with the recent American 
delegations nor did they send any representatives with the 
present mission. 

On November 30, sixty delegates representing Italian 
branches of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, Interna
tional Ladies' Garment Workers, Hotel Workers' Federa
tion, Italian Bakers' Federation, Italian Typographical 
Union, Longshoreman's organization from Hoboken, as well 
as several Italian publications, held a conference and decided 
to publish a statement acquainting the American workers 
with the personnel of the Italian mission and warning them 
against accepting the mission as representative of the organ
ized labor movement of Italy. 

Tne Chicago Labor Party':"""Growing out of a grievance 
of the Chicago trade-unionists against the city administra
tion, Chicago has seen the founding of a labor party which 
the sponsors believe will soon becom'e the independent politi
cal expression of the organized labor movement of America. 
The Chicago Federation of Labor, which launched this 
party at a local convention, November 17th, expects to carry 
the idea to the next convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. The Illinois State Federation of ,Labor has al
ready endorsed the plan. Imitating President Wilson, the 
Labor Party has adopted 14 planks: 

1. The right to organize and deal collectively with employers through 
union representatives. 

2. Democratic control of industry. 
3. Eight hour day.and a minimum wage. 
4. Abolition of unemployment through the stabilization of industry and 

the provision of public work during periods of depression. 
5. Equal rights for men and women in government and industry. 
6. Elimination of profiteering and wasteful methods of distribution of 

necessaries of life, through the removal of middlemen and the develop
ment of cooperation. 

7. Democratization of education through the participation of labor and 
organization of teachers in the administration of the schools. 

8. Continuation and extension of soldiers' and sailors' insurance to all 
workers. 

9. The payment of the war debt by taxing inheritance, incomes and 
land values, 

10. Public ownership of public utilities, nationalization and development 
of basic natural resources. I 

I I. Complete restoration of free speech, free press, free assemblage, 
and the liberation of all political' prisoners. 

12. Proportional representation of labor in all departments of govern
ment and all agencies for demobilization and reconstruction. 

13. Representation of labor at the peace conference in proportion to 
the number of workers in the armies, navies and war work shops. 

14. An international league of workers, supplementing the League of 
Nations to guarantee the destruction of autocracy, militarism, economic 
imperialism, and bring about disarmament and open diplomacy, "to the 
end that there shall be no more kings and no more wars." 

Following the example of the Chicago Federation of La
bor, the New York Central Federated U riion has endorsed 
the plan for a labor party in America, and issued a call for a 
convention to formulate plans and adopt a platform. 

The Socialist trade-unionists have so far shown no antago
nism to the plan of an independent labor party, beyieving that 
it may help to awaken the American workers from their po
litical lethargy, but are, nevertheless on guard against its 
being utilized by the reactionary leaders of the A. F. of L. 
as similar "labor parties ',' have been used in the past-for 
the advancement of one or the other capitalist political party • 

/ 
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Note from the Russian Soviet Government 
to President Wilson 

We publish here for the information of our readers 
the full text of the address of Foreign Minister 
Tc~icherin of the Soviet Republic to President Wil
son, requesting an armistice. Whatever their judg
ment of it may be, all American citizens ought to make 
it their duty to read this request. 

O N October 24 1918, the following note was handed in 
by Peoples' Commissary for Foreign Affairs Tchicherin 

to the Norwegian Attache" in Moscow, Mr. Christiansen, 
for transmission to President Wilson: 

To the President of the United States of North America, 
Mr. Woodrow WilGon! 

Mr. President: 

In your message of January 8th to the Congress of the 
United States of North America, in the sixth point, you 
spoke of your profound sympathy for Russia, which was then 
conducting, single-handed, negotiations with th~ mighty 
German imperialism. Your program, you declared, de
mands ,the evacuation of all Russian territory and such a set
tlement of all questions affecting Russia as will secure the 
best and freest co-operation of the other nations of the world 
in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed op
portunity for the independent determination of her political 
development and national policy, and assure her a sincere 
welcome into the society of free nations under institutions 
of her own chDosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance 
of every kind that she may need and may herself desire. And 
you added that" the treatment accorded to her by her sister 
nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their 
good-will, of their comprehension of her needs as distin
guished from their own interests, and of their intelligent 
and unselfish sympathy." 

The desperate struggle which we were waging at Brest
Litovsk against German imperialism apparently only inten
sified your sympathy for Soviet Russia, for you sent greet
ings to the Congress of the Soviets, which under the threat 
of a German offensive ratified the Brest peace of violence
greetings and assurances that Soviet Russia might count upon 
American help. 

Six months have passed since then, and the Russian peo
ple have had sufficient time to get actual tests .of your Gov
ernment's and your Allies' good will" of their comprehension 
of the needs. of the Russian people, of their intelligent unsel
fish sympathy. This attitude of your Government ~nd of 
your Allies was shown first of all in the conspiracy which 
was organized on Russian territory with the financial as
sistance of your French Allies and with the diplomatic co
operation of your Government as well-the conspiracy of 

the Czecho-Slovaks to whom your Government is furnish
ing every kind of aSsistance. 

For some time attempts had been made to create a pre
text for a war between Russia and the United States by 
spreading false stories to the effect that German war pris
oners had seized the Siberian railway, but your own officers, 
and after them Colonel Robins, the head of your Red Cross 
Mission, had be~n convinced that these allegations were ab
solutely false. The Czecho-Slova,k conspiracy was organized 
under the slogan that unless these misled unfortunate peo
ple be protected, they would be surrendered to Germany and 
Austria; but you may find out, among other sources, from 
the open letter of Captain Sadoul, of the French Military 
Mission, how unfounded this charge is. The Czecho-Slo
vaks would have left Russia in the beginning of the year 
had the French Government provided ships for them. For 
several months we have waited in vain for your Allies to 
provide the opportunity for the Czecho-Slovaks to leave. 
Evidently these Governments have very much preferred the, 
presence of the Czecho-Slovaks in Russia-the results show 
for what object-to their departure for France and their 
participation in the fighting on the French front. The 
best proof '~f the real object of the Czecho-Slovak rebellion 
is the fact that although in control of the Siberian railway, 
the C'Zecho-Slovaks have not taken advantage of this to 
leave Russia, but by the order of the Entente Governments, 
whose directions they follow, have remained in Russia to be
come the mainstay of the Russiai1 counter-revolution. Their 
counter-revolutionary mutiny, whi,ch made impossible. the 
transportation of grain and petroleum on the Volga, which 
cut off the Russian workers and peasants from the Siberian 
stores of grain and other materials and condemned them to 
starvation-this was the first experience of the workers and 
peasants of Russia with your Government and with your 
Allies after your promises of the beginning of the year. And 
then came another experience: an attack on North Russia by 
Allied troops, including American troops, their invasion of 
Russian territory without any cause and without a declara
tion of war, the occupation of Russian cities and villages, 
executions of Soviet officials and other acts of violence 
against the peaceful population of Russia. 

You have promised, Mr. President, to co-operate with 
Russia in order to obtain for her an unhampered and unem
barrassed opportunity for the independent determination of 
her political development and her national policy. Actually 
this co-operation took the form of an attempt of the Czecho
Slovak troops, and later, in Archangel, Murmansk and the 
Far East, of your own and your Allies troops, to force the 
Russian people to submit to the rule of the oppressing and 
exploiting classes, whose dominion was overthrown by the 
workers and peasants of Russia in October, 1917. The re
vival of the Russian counter-revolution which has ,already 



, 
January, 1919 

become a corpse, attempts to restore by force its bloody dom
ination over the Russian people-such was the experience of 
the Russian people, instead of co-operation for the unem
barrassed, expression of their will which you promised them, 
Mr. President, in your declarations. 

You have also, Mr. President, promised to the Russian peo-
. pIe to assist them in their struggle for independence. Actu
ally this is what has occurred: While the Russian people 
were fighting on the Southern front against the counter-revo
lution, which has betrayed them to German imperialism and 
was threatening their independence, while they were using 
all their energy to organize tlie defense of their territory 
against Germany at their Western frontiers, they were 
forced to move their troops to the East to oppose the Czecho
Slovaks who were bringing them slavery' and oppression, and 
to the North-against your Allies and your own troops, 
which had invaded tqeir' territory, and against the counter
revolutions organized by these troops. 

Mr. President, the acid test of the relations between the 
United States and Russia gave quite different results from 
those that might have been expected from your message to 
the Congress. But we have reason not to be altogether dis
satisfied with even these results, since the outrages of the 
counter-revolution in the East and North have shown the 
workers and peasants of Russia the aims of the Russian 
counter-revolution, and of its foreign supporters, thereby 
creating among the Russian people an iron will to defend 
their liberty and the conquests of the revolution, to defend 
the land that it has given to the peasants and the factories that 
it has given to the workers. The fall of Kazan, Symbyrsk, 
Syzran and Samara should make clear to you, Mr. Presi
dent, what were the con~equences for us of the actions 
'which followed your promises of January 18. Our trials 
helped us to create a strongly united and disciplined Red 
Army, which is daily growing stronger and more powerful 
and which is learning to ·defend the revolution. The atti
tude toward us which was actually displayed by your Gov
ernment and by your Allies could· not destroy us; o'n the con
trary, we are now stronger than we were a few months 
ago, and your present proposal of international negotations 
for a general peace finds us alive and strQng and in a posi
tion to give in the name of Russia our consent to join the 
negotIatIOns. In yout: note to Germany you demand the 
evacuation of occupied territories as a condition which must 
precede the armistice during which peace negotiations shall 
begin. We are ready, Mr. President, to conclude an armis
tice on these conditions, and we ask you to' notify us when 
you, Mr. President, and your Allies intend to remove your 
troops from Murmansk, Archangel and Siberia. You refuse 
to conclude an armistice unless Germany will stop the out
rages, pillaging, etc., during the evacuation of occupied ter
ritories. We allow ourselves, therefore, to draw the conclu
sion that you and your Allies will order the Czecho-Slovak\ 
to return. the part of our gold reserve fund which they seized 
in Kazan, that you will forbid them to continue as hereto
fore their acts of pillaging and 'outrages against the workers 
and peasants during their forced departure (for we will 
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encourage their speedy departure, without waiting for your 
order) . 

\Vith regard to your other peace terms, namely, that the 
Governments which would conclude peace must express the 
will of their people, you are aw'are that our Government 
fully satisfies this condition. Our Government expresses 
the will of the Councils of Workmen's, Peasants' and Red 
Army Deputies, representing at least eighty per cent. of 
the Russian people. This cannot, Mr. President, be said 
about your Government. But for the sake of humanity and 
peace we do not demand as a prerequiste of general peace 
negotiations that all nations participating in the negotiations 
shall be represented by Councils of People's Commissaries 
elected at a Congress of Councils of Workmen's, Peasants' 
and Soldiers' Deputies. We know that this form of Gov
ernment will soon be the general form, and that a general 
peace, when nations will no more be threatened with de
feat, will leave them free to put an end to the system and 
the cliques that forced upon mankind this universal slaugh
ter, and which will, in spite of themselves, surely, lead the 
tortured peoples to create Soviet Governments that give 
exact expression to their will. 

Agreeing to participate at present in negotiations with 
even such Governments as do not yet express the will- of 
the people, we would like on our part to find out from you, 
Mr. President, in detail what is your conception of the 
League of Nations, which you propose as the crowning work 
of peace. You demand the independence of Poland, Serbia, , 
Belgium, and freedom for the peoples of Austria-Hungary. 
You probably mean by this that the masses of the people 
must everywhere first become the masters of their own fate 
in order to unite afterward in a league of free nations. But 
strangely enough, we do not find among your demands the 
liberation of Ireland,. Egypt or India, nor even the liberation 
of the Philippines, and we would, be very sorry if these peo
ples should be denied the opportunity to participate together 
with us, through their freely elected representatives, in the or
ganization of the League of Nations. 

We would also, Mr. President, very much like to know, 
before the negotiations with regard to the formation of a 
League of Nations have begun, what is your conception of 
the solution of many economic questions which are essential 
for the cause of future peace. You do not mention the war 
expenditures-this unbearable burden which the masses 
would have to carry, unless the League of Nations should 
renounce payments on the loans to the capitalists of all coun
tries. You know as well as we, Mr. President, that this 
war is the outcome of the policies of all capitalistic nations, 
that the governments of all countries were continually piling 
up armaments, that the ruling groups of all civilized na
tions pursued a policy of annexations, and that it would, 
therefore, be extremely unjust if the masses, having paid 
for these policies with millions of lives and with economic 
ruin, should yet pay to those who are really responsible for 
the war a tribute for their policies which resulted in all these 
countless miseries. 'We propose, therefore, Mr. President, 
the annulment of the war loans as the basis of the League 
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of Nations. As to the restoration of. the countries that were 
laid waste by the war, we believe it is only just that all na
tions should iIi this respect aid the unfortunate Belgium, 
Poland and Serbia; and however poor and ruined Russia 
seems to be, she is ready on her part to do everything she can 
to help these victims of the war, and she expects that Amer
ican capital, which has not at all suffered from this war and 
has even made many millions in profits out of it, will do its 
part to help these peoples. . 

But the League of Nations should not only liquidate the 
present war, but aJso make impossible any wars in the future. 
You must be aware, Mr. President, that the capitalists of 
your country are planning to apply in the future the same 
policies of encroachment and of super-profits in China and 
in Siberia; and that, fearing competition from Japanese cap
italists, they are preparing a military force to overcome the 
resistance which they may meet from J apan. You are no 
doubt aware of similar plans of the capitalists and ruling 
circles of other countries with regard to other territories and 
other peoples. Knowing this, you will have to agree with 
us that the factories, mines and banks must not be left in 
the hands of private persons, who have always made use of 
the vast means of production created by the masses of the 
people to export products and capit3I to foreign countries 
iii order to reap super-profits in return for the benefits forced 
on them, their struggle for spoils resulting in imperialistic 
wars. We propose, therefore, Mr. President, that the 
League of Nations be based on the expropriation of the cap
italists of all countries. In your country, Mr. President, 
the banks and the industries are in the hands of such a small 
group of capitalists that, as your personal friend, Colonel 
Robins, assured us, the arrest of twenty heads of capitalistic 
cliques and the transfer of the control, which py characteris
tic capitalistic inethods they have come to possess, into the 
hands of the masses of the world is all that would be re
quired to destroy the principal source of new wars. If you 
will agree to this, Mr. President-if the sources of future 
wars will thus be destroyed, then there can be no doubt 
that it would be easy to remove all economic barriers and 
that all peoples, controlling their means of production, will 
be yitally interested in exchanging the things they do not 
need for the things they need. I t will t~en be a question 
of an exchange of products between nations,' each of which 
p.rQduces what it can best produce, and the League of 
Nations will be a league of mutual aid of the ~oiling masses. 
It will then be easy to reduce the armed forces to the limit 
necessary for the maintenance of internal safety. 

We know very well that the selfish capitalist class will 
attempt to create this internal menace, just as the Russian 
landlords and capitalists are now attempting, with the aid 
of American, English an·d French armed forces, to take the 
factories from the workers and the land from the peasants •. 
But, if the' American workers, inspired by your idea of a 
League of Nations, will crush the resistance of the Amer
ican capitalist as we have crushed the resistance of the Rus
sian capitalists, then neither the German nor any other 
capitalists will be a serious menace to the victorious work-
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ing class, and it will then suffice, if every member of the 
commonwealth, working six hours in the factory, spends 
two hours daily for several months in learning the use of 
arms, so that the whole people will know how to overcome 
the internal menace. 

And so, Mr. President, though we have had experience 
with your promises, we nevertheless accept as a basis your 
proposals about peace and about a League of Nations. We 
have tried to develop them in order to avoid results which 
would contradict your promises, as was the case with your 
promise of assistance to Russia. We have tried to formu
late with precision your proposals on the League of Nations 
in order that the League of Nations should not turn out to 
be a league of capitalists against the nations. . Should you 
not agree with us, we have no objection to an "open dis
cussion of your peace terms," as the first point of your peace 
program demands. If you will ·accept our proposals as a 
basis, we will easily agree on the details. 

But there is another possibility. We have had dealings 
with the president of the Archangel attack and the Si~rian 
invasion, and we have also had dealings with the president of 
the League of Nations Peace Program. Is not the first 
of these-the real president-actually directing the policies 
of the American capitalist Government? Is not the Amer
ican Government rather a government of the American cor~ 
porations, of the American industrial, commercial and rail
road trusts, of the American banks--in short, a government 
of the American capitalists? And is it not possible that 
the proposals of this government about the creation of a· 
League of Nations will result in new chains for the peo
ples, .in the organization of an international trust for the 
exploitation of the workers and the suppression of weak 
nations? I\l this latter case, Mr. President, you will not 
be in a position to reply to our questions, and we will say 
to the workers of all countries: Beware! Millions of your 
brothers, thrown at each other's throats by the bourgeoisie 
of all countries, are still perishing on the battle fields, and 
the capitalist leaders are already trying to come to an un
derstanding for the purpose of suppressing with united 
forces those that remain alive, when they call to account 
the criminals who caused the war! 

However, Mr. President, since we do not at all desire 
to wage war against the United States, even though your 
government has not yet been replaced by a Council of 
People's Commissaries and your post is not yet taken .by 
Eugene Debs, whom you have imprisoned; since we do not
at all desire to wage war against England, even though the- . 
Cabinet of Mr. Lloyd George has not yet been replaced 
by a Council of People's Commissaries with MacLean at
its head; since we have no desire to wage war against 
France, even though the capitalist government of Clemen
ceau has not yet been replaced by a workmen's government· 
9f Merheim; just as we have concluded peace with the im
perialist government of Germany, with Emperor William at· 
its head, from whom you, Mr. President, feeI' as alien 
as we, the Workmen's and Peasants' Revolutionary
Government, from you-we finally propose to you, Mr •. 
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PreSident, that you take up with your Allies the following 
questions and give us precise and definite replies: Do 
the governments of the United States, Englait.d and France 
consent to cease demanding the blood of the Russian' people 
and the lives of Russian citizens, if the Russian people will 
agree to pay them a ransom such as a man who has been 
suddenly attacked pays to the one who attacked ·him? If 
so, just what tribute do the governments of the United 
States, England and France demand of the Russian peo
pie?, Do they demand concessions, that the railways, mines, 
gold deposits, etc., shall be handed over to them on certain 
conditions, or do they demand territorial concessions, some 
part -of Siberia or Caucasia, or perhaps the Murmansk 
Coast? We expect £rom you, Mr. 'President, that you will 
definitely state just what you and your Allies demand, and 
also whether the alliance between your government and 
the governments of the other Entente Powers is in the 
nature of a combination which could be compared with a 
corporation for drawing dividends from Russia, or does your 
government and the other governments of the Entente 
Powers have each separate and special demands, and what 
are they? Particularly are we interested to know the de
mands of your French allies with regard to the three bil
lions of rubles which the Paris bankers loaned to the gov
ernment of the Czar-the oppressor of Russia and the 
enemy of his own people. And you, Mr.Pre~ident, as 
well as your French allies, surely knQW that even if you 
and your Allies should succeed in enslaving and covering 
with blood the whole territory of Russia-which will not 
be allowed by our heroic revolutionary Red Army-that 
even in that case the Russian people, worn out by the war 
and not having had sufficient time to take advantage of 
the benefits of the Soviet rule to elevate their national 
economy, will be unable to pay to the French bankers the 

SONG FROM "GREEN LEA VESH 

W HAT are we 
But leaves of a tree, 
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full tribute for the billions that were used by the govern
ment of the Czar for purposes injurious to the people. Do 
your French allies demand that a part of this tribute be 
paid in installments, and if so-what part, and do they not 
anticipate that their claims will result in similar claims by 
other creditors of the infamous government of. the Czar 
which has been overthrown by the Russian people? We 
can hardly think that your government and your Allies 
are without a ready answer, when your aDd their troops 
are trying to advance on our territory with the evident ob
ject of seizing and ens~aving our fountry. The Russian 
people, through the people's Red Army, are guarding their 
territory a~d are bravely fighting against your invasion and 
against the attacks of your Allies. But your government 
and the governments of the other Powers of the Entente, 
undoubtedly, have well prepared plans, for the sake of 
which you are shed,ding the blood of your soldiers. We 
expect that you will state your demands very clearly and 
definitely. Should we, however, be disappointed, should 
you fail to reply to our quite definite and precise questions, 
we will draw the only possible conclusion-that we are 
justified in the assumption that your government and the 
governments of your Allies desire to get from the Russian 
people a tribute both in money and in natural resources of 
Russia, and territorial concessions as well. We will tell 
this to the Russi.an people as well as to the toiling masses 

. of other countries, and the absence of a reply from you will 
serve for us as a silent reply. The Russian people will then 
understand that the demands of your government and of 
the governments of your Allies are so severe and vast that 
you do not even want to communicate them to the Russian 
Government. 

TCHICHERIN, . PEOPLE'S CoMMISSARY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. . 

TO LYDIA 
A Translation from Horace in His Own Meter 

Lydia, say, by heaven, Pallid, fluttering leaves of a tree, 
Whited' and thinned, 

Why do you drive young Sybaris, loving him, down to ruin? 

Flung by the wind, 
Tom and freed by the scattering wind, 

Treading, and trod 
By man and god 

Into out mother and grave, the· sod? 
Clement Wood. 

Note 

WE, take pleasure in announcing that we have added 
to our list of contributing editors the names of 

Maurice Sterne, painter and sculptor, and Cli'Ve Weed, 

cartoonist. 

Why does he shun the open 
Field where he loved to suffer the dust and the burning sunshine ~ 

Why with the youthful troopers 
Never again does Sybaris ride, and the Gallic charger 

Curb with a wolf's-tooth 'bridle? 
Why does he dread the dive in the waters of tawny Tiber, 

Shunning like viper's blood the 
Oil of the olive, shunning his arms and the purple bruises, 

He who could hurl the discus 
Often, and hurl the javelin often, beyond the utmost? 

Why does he skulk like Thetis' 
Son in the tearful, terrible days of the doom of Trojans, 

Fearing the hero's dress should 
Hurry him forth to battle the host of the Lycian army? 

Max Eastman~ 
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BOOKS 
These Times 

!'lew York Bureau of Legal Advice: Year Book, 
Reports by Charles Recht, counse( Fannie H. 
,Witherspoon~ secretary, and Arthur S. Leeds, treas
,urer, 1918. II8 East 28th Street, New York. 

DEAR RECHT: This report, which is mainly devoted 
. to an account of your legal activities on behalf of your 
bureau, would no doubt interest me greatly even if I did not 
know you. But since the last lJl asses trial, where I had the 
pleasure of being represented by you, and the added pleasure 
of finding in you a friend, I must needs read these pages i,n 
the light of those memories of you. So that this report is to 
me not merely the story of some fifteen characteristic cases 
,out of the hundred in which you have appeared in court to 
defend the constitutional rights of workingmen, actors, 
school-teachers, agitators, Socialists, I. W. W.'s, Russians, 
sailors, soldiers; it is not merely the brief and poignant 
record -of the lonely and heroic and by no means ineffective 
stand which you and your associates have made against the 
,overwhelming forces of reaction-it is the scenario of a 
grimly ir-onic history of our times, such as you alone could 
write. I find in it, brief as it is, the ~ensitiveness and the 
humor which conspire together in your personality to make 
you at once so passionate a participant and so detached an 
observer of our contemporary tragi-comedy. You are not, 
please God, a reformer; nor are you, in the sense in which 
we dogmatists use the term, a revolutionist-: you are an artist, 
interested above all things in the creation of beauty. It is 
no instinct of politics, no fondness for the machinery of law, 
and still less any enthusiasm for democracy, which has 'flung 
you into this turbulent struggle of today. You understand 
politics, and despise it, you practise law with a shrewd ability 
which scarcely conceals your underlying scorn of its ignoble 
artifices, you are frankly scornful of the Mob. It is your 
hatred of ugliness, and of our unjust Justice as one of the 
-chief uglinesses by which the flower of beauty in the indi
vidual life is smeared by the crass passions of the multitude
it is this which makes you the defender of our oppressed. 
You do not belong in heart to any movement; you are 
whimsically out of tune equally with our radicals and our 
reactionaries; you are no contemporary, but a figure strayed 
from some earlier and finer century into one in which you 
must, at the best, misuse your gifts. And so you do, gen
erously, keenly, laughingly-and with results for which we 
owe you a debt of gratitude. 

I ought not to let this occasion slip, without saying some
thing to urge the readers of this magazine who are not al
ready acquainted with the work of your bureau, to procure 
this pamphlet. If they read the story of Nikition, the Rus
sian who refused to buy a Liberty Bond and was sentenced 
to six months in prison and told by the judge that he should 
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have been " lynched right then and there"; of Miss Pignol, 
the teacher who was dismissed because, though she hated 
German imperialism, she would not say she wanted Germany 
to be "crushed"; of the Russians, Fedetov and Tachin, 
who are serving ten-year sentences in New Jersey because 
they tried to organize a school to teach Russians "the English 
language-if they read these things they will, I am sure, 
realize with a new vividness what kind of times are these we 
live in, and will want to lend their help to the little group 
who have undiscouragedly and faithfully fought for a for
gotten ideal of justice. And I hope they will find in these 
pages of something of the strange, old-world flavor of your 
own personality, as of an artist turned soldier, gayly but not 
without scorn for the world which mistakes his uses. 

FLOYD DELL. 

Russia 
Six Red Months in Russia, by Louise Bryant. Il

lustrated. $2 net. George H. Doran Co. 

D
EAR LOUISE BRYANT: 

When I was young I was carefully taught to believe 
that the day of Revolutions had passed; that we were in the 
midst of a quiet, orderly, slow and, as it seemed to me, quite 
invisible Progress toward a super-sanitary, civil-servicized, 
sweetly arbitrated and efficiently policed World Beautiful. 
. . . Nevertheless, in spite of all the text-books, I never 
really believed this. It seemed to me that something infi
nitely more disorderly and exciting was going to happen: 
a disgusted and final smashing of old institutions, a crude and 
brave and beautiful beginning of a new epoch in human his
tory. I believed there would be such a Revolution, and I 
hoped it might come before I died. 

Then when the war came, and with it the collapse of 
middle-class Sapolio utopianism, all we Socialists said there 
would be a world-wide revolution. I wonder how many of 
us believed what we said? I know that my own faith became 
more precarious year by year. Was it true, then, that the 
workers were incap'able of seizing their own destinies? When 
the Russian Czar abdicated his throne, my faith flamed up 
for a' moment, and then wavered. . We called it a 
Revolution. But was it to be the real thing? I wondered 
most of all when I heard the speeches of our nice, respectable 
American" Friends of the Russian Revolution" at a great 
meeting in Carnegie Hall called to celebrate. the event. 
They talked about the event as if it were a victory of a Re
form candidate over Tammany; and I thought at" Professor 
Milyukoff, and his crowd of nice, respectable middle-class 
Russian Reformers, then at the head of the new republic, 
and I wondered if these speakers weren't right, after all. 
,Perhaps Russia was just going to become a nice, respectable 
middle-class republic like America, and go in for civil service 
reform and the benevolent assimilation of Constantinople. 

Perhaps there was to be no new beginning. 
Fortunate you, who ~ere there to see that new beginning 
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which has revived all our hopes ! We, here on the other 
side of the world, guessed and wondered, and made cloudy 
pictures for ourselves from the scanty and hysterical dis
patches. Bit by bit we have pieced the story together. But 
you were there and saw the very birth of the Future. . . . And 
you have made us see it with your eyes. You have told the 
story so simply, so vividly, that the panorama of those six 
tremendous months passes like' living reality before us. 

You have not written an elaborate history, nor departed 
from the method which makes your book so simpl~ and vivid 
-that of telling what you yourself saw and heard in those 
six months. But you were in the midst of the events that 
gave the time its color and meaning. You knew "the old 
Breshkovsky," as she signs herself in the photograph which 
is the frontispiece of your book, and Kollontai, and Spiri
donova, and the "women soldiers" (of whom you give. 
a different and vastly more human account than any we 
have heard before!); you talked with Kerensky, Krylenko, 
Dubenko, Trotzky, Lenine; you saw the surrender of the 
Winter Palace in Petrograd, and the solemn Red Burial 
in J\10scow; you even know what it is to be in a crowd that 
is being fired on by machine-gun from an armored motor-car; 
and some of vour stories and sketches of· personalities dra
matize with Peculiar vividness aspects of the revolution 
which no theoretical account could compass so well. To me 
the story of that revolutionary tribunal which heard the case 
of the poor man who stole money from a woman news
vendor, and the new and beautiful and extraordinary justice 
that was dealt out with the assistance of the audience, is a 
revelation both of the essential quality of Russia and of 
Revolutions. . . • 

And you not only make us see this swift rush and tangle 
of events, but with a rare gift of persuasive clarity, you help 
us to understand what the American people must come to 
understand if the nation is not to commit itself to a tragically 

. ' mistaken policy towards Russia~the significance of these 
events. 

We have been told a great deal, an,d a great deal that 
isn't so, about Brest-Litovsk. But you tell us the other 
side of that humiliating event: the tons of propaganda 
that were sent i~to Germany to break down German im
perialism and make that piece of brigandage recoil upon its 
imperial instigators-the plans which justified, if more than 
sheer necessity were required to justify, the acceptance of 
such a peace-the plans, confidently made, and in the face 
of the world's hysterical misunderstanding, calmly carried 
out, for the overthrow of Kaiserdom and capitalism in Aus
tria and Germany. 

I was thinking of those plans, and of Lenin, the man who 
faced the anger of a world in arms when he advised the sign
ing of that peace; of the magnificent and courageous faith 
in the power of truth against bayonets. . . . I was 
thinking of these things when I finished the book-and there 
came the noise of bells and sirens and the shouts of work
men pouring fr~m factories, celebrating-what? I bought 
a paper and found that the .bayonets had yielded-Germany 
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was aflame with proletarian revolt-on the anniversary of 
the birth of the first Bolshevik Republic, another had come 
into being-and the World War, we heard, was over. 

FLOYD DELL. 

The Profits of Religion 
The Profits of Religion, an Essay' in Economic 

Interpretation, hy Upton Sinclair. Puhlished hy 
the Author~ Pasadena~ Cal. Paper~ 50 cents~ cloth 
$I~ postpaid. 

U PTON SINCLAIR had so much fun writing "The, 
Profits of Religion" that his readers are bound to 

have a good time too, even if he jars them occasionally. I 
can't imagine anyone reading the entire book without get
ting a jolt somewhere along the line, for if ,there is any
thing in the universe ,he hasn't taken a whack at, it isn't his 
fault, as he admits joyfully in the conclusion-after which 
he insists upon moralizing about it all. That was where 
I got my jolt; I couldn't resist reading the last chapter first, 
and I was most decidedly irritated, concluding that I'd 
much rather go to an orthodox church and be done with it 
If I had to listen to a sermon, for there at least I might 
close my eyes and sleep at intervals, whereas I was quite 
positive that once I began it, "The Profits of Religion" 
would keep me quite wide awake, whether I liked it or not. 

But when I commenced at the beginning, I found myself 
chuckling, approving, agreeing, and as self-congratulatory as 
though it were all my own idea-or rather as if I had been 
allowed to share in the release of some ve'ry important and 
sensational state secrets. For that is what Upton really did, 
he waited until he had the" goods" on the Church-twenty
five years he insists it took him-and then he let it out all 
in one big explosion . 

He calls it a " Study in Supernaturalism from a new'point 
of view, as a Source of Income ~nd' a Shield to Privilege." 
He maintains that no one lfas evet done it before, and I am . 
inclined to believe him, for it is Seven books in One, as may 
be readily noted in the table of contents. That table of 
contents is very interesting in itself, and the main reason 
for my finishing the book after my uncomfortable encounter 
with his dissertation on morals-uncomfortable, because in 
his advice to young radicals he gave me a quite embarrassing 
sense of his having me particularly in mind! So I turned 
hastily' to the table of contents-and my attention was 
caught in an instant by some of the various sub-titles. I 
knew that he couldn't possibly moralize over Dead Cats, 
Spook Hunting or Fresh Heat; sO' I took heart again and 
read. The book is indeed packed full of facts, a regular en
cyclopedia of information, facts told in a manner at times 
charming and convincing, and again belligerent and challeng
ing. That's really what the entire book comes to-a chal
lenge to Religion as the Servant of Big Busi~ess and a part 
of the system of Mammon. Sinclair isn't merely destruc
tive; he offers a solution-an undertaking which reform-. 
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ers rarely attempt. Wouldn't Upton wince if he should 
hear himself called a reformer! But that is what he is, in 
its truest 'sense, along with being a novelist and-" a propa
gandist; and in the last part of his book,." The Church and 
the Social Revolution," he gives us a really moving prophetic 
picture of the Church of Humanity, the church redeemed 
by the spirit of Brotherhood. He thinks· that the revolu
tionists themselves need a new religion to lift them above 
the rivalries and quarrels in their midst and make them 
really brothers in a great cause. 

This volume is the first of a series which -he is planning 
to do on Education, Journalism and Literature, all of· which 
will make a work of revolutionary criticism, an economic 
interpretation of Culture, under the title of "The Dead 
Hand." 

I can't help but wonder if by the time his task is finished 
the Social Revolution will not have come, and if he will 
not be the first preacher in the great church for which he 
has built the foundation in his book. Somehow, I like to 
imagine him there, as he says about himself in his conclusion, 
"with his children gathered about his Knee, pronouncing 
upon them a benediction in the ancient patriarchal style." 
For some time now his "Cry for Justice" has been one 
of my Bibles so it would be quite easy for me to join in the 
responses. 

"The Profits of Religion" will make more enemies than 
any of his previous books, and they have a record; but never
theless, it will be read, and it will get under the skin and 
sting like nettles. Already the clergy and the church jour
nals have condemned it, which is a good sign, while every 
fake religionist in the country is denouncing it as libelous 
and blasphemous. Yes, Upton had a good time' writing it, 
and he's going to have a better time enjoying the vials of 
wrath that are bound to be poured upon his head from every 
part of the world, wherever churches exist-and the grati
tude _of all those who are members of the church outside the 
church. B. M. G. 

• 
The }~1adman 

The'Madman: His Parables and Poe~s~ by 
Kahlil Gibran. Alfred A. Knopf. $1.25 net. 

H IS poems are beautiful and his parables are wise. I 
had forgotten Tagore, but now I shall forget neither 

Tagore nor Gibran. I t is in the presence of a book like this 
that I feel how stiff and unyielding are my words of praise. 
It is not a review I wish to write; it is a rhapsody of appre
ciation. Never have I read anything like it, never has a lit
tle book brought me so deep and passionate a pleasure. The 
parables of the New Testament seem to me cold and verbose 
by the side of the parables of Gibran, that bringer of the 
fragrance and passion and sadness of the East. If only, I 
said to myself, the teachers of men could teach in parables 
of such compelling beauty! Gibran is one of the compensa
tions of the modern reader. He has breathed the spirit of 
the East on our cold and indifferent souls; anJ I, for one, 
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feel almost as if I had been suffocated by the breath of an 
intense beauty. "But memory is an autumn leaf that mur
murs a while in the wind and then is heard no more." 
" A thousand dead lovers are buried in shrouds of 
withered kisses." 

" I have seen a face with a thousand countenances, and a 
face that was but a single countenance as if held in a mould. 

" I have seen a face whose sheen I could look through to 
the ugliness beneath and a face whose sheen I had to lift 
to see how beautiful it was." H. P. S. 

Of the Soil 
Capel Sion~ by Caradoc Evans. Boni and Live-

right. $I.SO net. 

T HIS volume of tales reveals with the clarity and. terseness 
of a Spoon River Anthology the self-centered lives of an 

intensely provincial people. Wi~h unash~ed merciless art 
the author presents the uncouth personalities of this Welsh 
community. These rude folk, impelled by fierce elemental 
passions, have a singular fascination for us· who are accus'
tomed to cloak with silence the nakedness of passionate im
pulses. But looking into the turbulent pool of life in Sion, 
one is strangely disconcerted to see himself curiously dis
torted but still familiar:-a kind of jungle ancestor that still 
lurks within us. These characters have all the cunning and 
ferocity of the barbarian, without his traditional grandeur, 
and in addition all the vices of civilization unredeemed by 
its beauty. A harsh struggle with the soil has warped and 
hardened their bodies and their souls. Theirs is a bitter life, 
mean in its fruits and deadly to the finer impulses of life. 
The fascinating ugliness of these tales is occasionally illum
ined by a grim, grotesque humor. Murder and sex lusts are 
all that relieve the dull routine, the canny ingenuity, the 
mere animality and avarice, and the hypocritical piety of 
their lives. Of all these, the piety is the most repellent. 
The most exemplary church-goer under the guise of ostenta
tious piety safely satisfies his lusts. Even their all-pervasive 
anthropomorphic religion is a sham and a corr,ption. Deceit 
and duplicity are so ingrained by a religious regime of repres
sion that they seek to deceive God by bribing his preacher, 
"the Respected." This earthly. representative of God is a 
shrewd grafter who is wonderfully successful because he is 
believed to have a special pull with the Almighty. Like the 
savage who goes into the silent forests to consult the spirits 
of his ancestors, so the preacher enters the church to converse 
with Jesus, the" Big Man." Naively they call upon the 
" Big 11an " to grant the slightest whim or the meanestnf 
all passions-the avarice for gold. The weirdest supersti
tions, reminiscent of ancient magic, are tenaciously held. 
Evil demons are exorcised by prayer, and if they remain 
recalcitrant they are ejected by applying a hot poker or a 
sound flaying to the afHicted body. This welter of ugliness, 
brutality and hypocrisy is presented with a relentless con
vincingness that leaves us amazed at the author's extraor-
dinary literary power. MAX LUSTIG. 

I 
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Respectable Poverty 
The Return of the Soldier, by Rtbecca West. 

$I.OO. Century Co. 

I F this novel had been published anonymously, I should 
never have suspected Rebecca West of writing it. Such 

of that young Englishwoman's productions as have reached 
this country in the last few years have revealed not a ripple 
of the emo~ion and sentiment that swim through this story 
of an upper-class husband and the woman he once loved. I 
should have expected something" modern" from Miss West; 
but there is nothing modishly modern about this story, except 
. that the war figures in it and that in one place there is a 
veiled reference to psycho-analysis. Otherwise it is as old
fashioned in flavor and style as Thacke·ray. 

The soldier upon whose return from the war the story 
begins is only a vague and unsubstantial figure. We learn 
little about him save that he had goldert glints in his brown 
hair and that he was a good provider for a wife who loved 
British comfort and regularity as a cat does its cream. 

The dominating personality in the book is the woman 
whom the soldier loved fifteen years before he lost his memory 
on the battlefield. In creating her bit by bit, l:J.S a pen and 
ink. artist constructs a figure, a detail at a time, the author 
exhibits a master's hand. And this strange female is the last 
person in the world whom we should have suspected of being 
The Other Woman. She is a piece of sculpture labeled A 
Wife of the Lower Middle Class. 

We see hqr, feel her, taste her. We see her atrocious hat 
and yellow raincoat; feel the lumpy, sharp-edged emotion that 
chokes her stringy throat; taste the acid with which fifteen 
years have graven her furred cheeks. 

What fifteen years of respectable poverty can do to a 
woman has never before been etched so relentlessly on a 
printed page. After gazing upon such a portrait we can 
henceforth regard the efforts of shopgirls to ensnare mil
lionaires as not only ~xcusable but praiseworthy. 

And yet beside this ridiculous, awhvard female all of 
Miss West's other characters are pale and contemptible. 
The delineation of such a character against such a back-
ground is what I would call Art. P. R. 

Rebellio'n and' Resignation 
One of Them, Chapters from a Passionate Autobiog

raphy, by Elizabeth Hasanovitz. Houghton Mifflin Co. 
$2 net. 

Out of the Shadow, by Rose Cohen. George H. 
Doran Co. $2 net. 

BOO KS o~ this t.ype are usual~y, challenged to contrast or 
companson WIth Mary Antm s " The Promised Land" 

the ~r~t product of an immigrant's autobiographical pe~. 
But It IS a false model which has been set up, a model rather 
of good craftsmanship than of sincere writing, a model which 
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these two books far transcend by their power to move to 
common sympathy. One looks in vain for that facility by 
which Mary Antin transformed the nature of simple experi
ence almost out of its reality. Mary Antin strove so hard 
and so consciously to be "literary." She over-capitalized her 
emotions. With her, neither Rose Cohen nor Elizabeth 
Hasanovitz have any spiritual affinity, for they are most un
like Miss Antin, who presents herself in her book as a smug 
East Side parvenu, a sycophan'tic protege of the nice and 
respeQtable persons who patronize her. More than any book 
of this type, "The Promised Land" seems to be a means 
for the literary self-exploitation of the writer and the edifica
tion of that curious and well-disposed Gentile wor'ld which 
derives its knowledge of the Ghetto through slumming ex
peditions, either through an autobiography or a ride on a 
big bus. 

Neither Rose Cohen nor Elizabeth Hasanovitz desire to 
hide their true selves behind literary masks. They seem so 
naively unacquainted with the art of hemming and hawing 
about the truth. They seem to manifest no disposition to 
practice those evasions which go by the name of " suggestion " 
and" restraint." By which I do not mean that Rose Cohen 
and Elizabeth Hasanovitz are wholly alike in character .. or 
in the method of telling their stories. They are merely alike 
in essential honesty. As persons, they are antithetical and 
their characters are intriguing to the degree that they reveal 
themselves frankly, emerging as persons, rather than repre
sentatives of types. 

Both books possess those .defects of style and expression by 
which the writers confess their origin and their limitations. 
Thus, Rose Cohen: "To the house I did not ask him," 
While Elizabeth Hasanovitz has a habit of tiresome reitera
tion of familiar Socialist harangue and of indiscriminate 
tacking on of Socialist morals to incidents which another less 

. class-conscious observer might have left undisturbed by re
flection. "Out of the Shadow" is a book of simple, naive 
and poignant beauty; "One of Them" a book of deeply
moving, passionate sincerity. Rose Cohen emerges a beauti
fully resigned soul, one who coUld live most deeply and richly 
in the home of quiet culture. "I liked picking feathers, as I 
liked sewing, not so much for itself as because it left my mind 
free to dream." She is a Christian il~ her humility and 
resignation. "I cried until I was again patient and meek. 
Then I went on my knees, scrubbed the floors and went 
home." Elizabeth Basanovitz is the rebel, the revolutionist, 
the idealist, the class-conscious one. Of her it is particularly 
true that she does not know what suggestion and restraint 
mean. We feel the presence of a person much more dis
tinctly in Elizabeth Hasanovitz's book than in Rose Cohen's, 
and that is due as much to the distinctness of Miss Hasano
vitz's personality as to her greater egotism. But that ego
tism has nothing repellent about it. She is self-conscious, it 
is true, but that self-consciousness proceeds from her pas
sionate class-consciousness. Elizabeth Hasanovitz desires 
that the aims of the worker be achieved, but she desires also 
to .be their le~der, great as the sacrifice and the pain involved 
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in such leadership. Indeed, so many instances of courageous 
devotion to "the cause" are so simply and unpretentiously 
recorded that they become repetitious. While Rose Cohen 
does not find it difficult to discover sweet contentment and 
joy i~ the sources of mankind's common satisfactions, Eliza
beth Hasanovitz clearly presents herself as a restlessly un
happy girl, restlessly unhappy because of the inadequacy of 
conditions to meet even her most necessary desires and de
mands as from a yearning toward an ideal condition which 
she never could have Irealized under the most 'benefict\lt cir
cumstances. She speaks in a sustained, impassioned strain 
throughout, keying her complaint to a shrilly pitch. Thus: 
"Who more than I had sacrificed for freedom-a freedom 
I have not yet realized." "If there was an Almighty, He 
should at last turn to us, the insulted ones, the humiliated, 
the searchers for everyday bread. But there was no such 
God, or else He would not tolerate such misery." " Yes, 
Clara, it is true. Just because I am full of life, I am pessi
mIstIc. Like a fish without water, I am wriggling in this 
world without happiness. Clara, ~where is the happiness of 
our youth? Where is it? I whispered in agony." "I want 
joy; I am young" I am entitled to it." 

"Father," asks Rose Cohen, after her first disillusioning 
days in her limited world of sweatshop and tenement, " does 
everybody in America live like this? Go to work early, come 
home late, eat and go to sleep? And the next day, again 
work, eat and sleep? Will I have to do that, too? Always?" 
And after her first intimation of love: " Then I remember~d 
that &ister once wondered how it felt to be happy. I touched 
her face, 'Wake up!' I wanted to tell her that I knew." 
Is it not evident that Rose Cohen is the kind of person 
with whom one falls heartily in love, and Eliz~beth Hasa
novitz the kind whom one heartily admires-at a respectful 
distance? Their qualities shine through their words, and 
it is their qualities, not their words, which engage and absorb 
our attention. HARRY SALPETER. 

SONNET 
I DREAMED of us as eagles, in the air, 

Adventurers through lightning-riven space, 
Children of danger; for you seemed to wear 
Her careless colors in your laughing face. 
I thought of us met high above the press 
Of common hopes and fears~ too swiftly da~ing 
To forfeit our own storm-bright loveliness,

And what our doom might be, too little caring. 

Will nothing less content me?-no, not me, 
Who too familiar am. with wind and star 
To have much patience with mortality. 
Will you put off this human cage, unbar 
Your strong-winged spirit to the winds of sky? 
You will no~? Dear, forgive me! ... and good-bye. 

Floyd Dell 

THE LIBERATOR 

Three Liherator 
Pamphlets 

I. Max Eastman's Address to the 
Jury in the Second Masses Trial 
In Defense of the Socialist Position and 
the Right of Free Speech. 

II you are a subscriber a copy 01 thill has been sent to you. ./1 not. 
IDe shall be glad to mail it to you upon receipt olIOc in stampa 
48 pages. 

fLJohn Reed's "The Sisson' 
Documents' , 

Carefully reviews the so-called Sisson 
Documents which pretend to prove that 
the actions of the Russian Soviet Leaders 
were directed from Berlin. 

Thill. also. has been sent to all subscribers. II you will subscribe 
bel ore January 1 we will mail you a copy Iree. Eztra cople. Sc. 
18 pages. 

III. The Trial of Eugene V. Debs, 
by Max Eastman 

A subscriber writes of this article: "I 
never was more tickled by anything than 
by the neat comparison of the exalted 
discourse of. Debs' and the foul-mouthed 
VUlgarity of the legal· wolf who bayed 
him." 

Thill paTTlphlet is a reprint 01 the article which appeared in the 
NoveTTlber Liberator. The reprint includes Debs' address to the 
court just belore receiving sentence. only part 01 which Wa. printed 
in the TTlagazine article. also a photograph 01 Debs and tUJo 01 his 
Iriends. taken at the tiTTle 01 the trial. IOc a copy. 32 pagu. 

WRITE FOR SPECIAL 
PRICES ON ORDERS OF 
100 ON ALL PAMPHLETS 

THE LIBERATOR 
34 Union Square East NEW YORK 
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Gosta Berling's 
By S elDla Lagerlof 

IN TWO PARTS 

This translation is based upon the excellent British translation by Lillie Tudee'r" now 0t;tt of print. 
It has been carefully edited by Hanna Astrup Larsen, the translator of Jacobsen s Marte Grubbe~ 
and the eight chapters omitted from Miss Tudeer's version have been added in m'asterly transla
tion by Velma Swanston Howard. These two volumes are printed with special care from a new 
large type, hand set, by D. B. Updike at th~ Merrymont Pres's. 

The edition as a measure of war economy, is limited to one thousand copies, after printing which the 
type will be distributed. Kindly order in advance. The price of each volume is $1.50; complete $3.00. 

The Scandinavian Classics 
Comedies by Holberg 
Poems by Tegner 
Poems and Songs by Bjornstjerne 

Bjornson 
Master Olof 
The Prose Edda of Snorri Sturluson 

Modern Icelandic Plays 
Marie Grubbe 
Arnljot Gelline 
Anthology of Swedish Lyrics 
Gosta Berling's Saga I 
Gosta Berling's Saga II 

The Price of Each V olume is $1.50 

The All1.erican-Scandinavian Foundation 
- 25 West 45th Street, New York 
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Liebknecht 
U The Future Belongs to the People n: Speeches 

made since the beginning of the war by Karl Lieb
knecht. Edited and translated by S. Zimand. With 
an introduction by Walter E. Weyl. The Mac
millan Co. $1.25 net. 

SO swiftly has the reaction came that the Liebknecht who 
a little while ago was conventionally regarded in 

America as the one sane man in a Germany gone mad is al
ready being represented to us by our newspapers as a dan
gerous fanatic! There is food for quiet laughter in this. 
Conventional America has just come around to the point of 
view of conventional Germany; one more proof that good 
middle-class "liberals" the world over are brothers under 
their national. integuments. But the change in the Lieb
knecht myth is of far less interest than the solid reality of 
Liebknecht the man. He is today what he was a year ago; 
he believed what he said, and he acts in accordance with his 
beliefs. It is this fact which astonishes and disconcerts con
ventional America, just as it did conventional Germany. We 
read his speeches in this book-speeches and "questions" in 
the Reichstag and in the Prussian Assembly; there is nothing 
sensational about them-except that they are the sort of 
thing that is " not done," in Germany or in America. They 
are quiet demands for the truth, quiet rejection of ministerial 
fictions, quiet reminders that the working-class are not to be 
forever deceive<J. We see the parliamentary atmosphere con
gealing with frigid discomfort as he rises to speak-mustering 

its customary defenses. "Dr. Liebknecht is out of order." 
"That is not permitted." "The Chancellor refuses to an
swer." "The Assembly declines to listen to these remarks 
any further." And, that being so, Dr. Liebknecht is disp.osed 
of; if he has been declared out of order, if the Assembly 
refuses to hear him, surely that is the end of the matter! His 
own party expels him. But that does not seem to end the 
matter. Dr. Liebknecht has spoken truth, and not even 
prison can dispose of him. 

"The future belongs to the people 1" 
That saying of his has begun to come true. Once 

more the good liberal-minded people rally about their con
ventions. But they have lost the defenses which supported 
them in the old regime. They can no longer call Dr. Lieb
Knecht to order, nor delude themselves into th~nkiqg that if 
they refuse to listen nobody hears 1 Of course, everybody in 
Germany is anti-imperialist now; but who can blame the 
German workers if they feel that perhaps the man who was 
against militarism all along is the man to be trusted now? 
The Liebknecht whom this book reveals by his spoken words 
is a man whom the masses will trust. To tell the truth 
when lies are the correct and patriotic thing, to be bold 
when caution is the universal watchword, to be wise and far
seeing in a time of illusion, is to acquire leadership of a sort 
which the hypocrite and the cautious and the illusioned may 
well fear. What can they say against him? That he is 
rash, irregular, a visionary? But they said these things be-

. fore-and he was right all along, and the workers know it. 
This hour, which he predicted, and in the calm expectation 
of which he spoke and worked, and went to prison, is his 
hour. F. D. 
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ABOUT THE 60,0 
Comrades: 

"Burleson willing," this number of The Liberator should reach 
you by January 1st, just two months from the day when we started 
our campaign for a $60,000 Liberator Fund. 

You remember, we said ten months' experience had shown us 
that we must have a $20,000 subsidy every year for three years, in 
order to build the magazine up to the point where it can be se1f
supporting. And we told you of our determination to make sure 
of that fund in cash and pledges before February 12, 1919, the 
Liberator's first birthday. 

Here is the story of our progress so far: 
Since November 1st, $3,933.50 has been received toward the 

fund (either in paid-up shares 
of stock or in straight gifts). 

$12,236.50 has been promised toward the 
fund, in pledges to be paid up 
before October 1, 1919. 

$7,358.00 has been promised toward the 
fund, in pledges to be paid up 
before October 1,·1921. 

Total ........... $23,528.00 

You can't blame us if we look on this as a demonstration of 
faith in The Liberator and its future. Can you? If it all came from 
three or four people, i't might not mean anything. But it comes 
from five-hundred people. 

Now, how shall we raise the rest,-$36,472? We have written 
to all our subscribers about buying stock, and of course we can 
send another reminding letter to those who did not answer. But 
nearly five-sixths of the people who read the Liberator' buy it from 
the newsstands. 

It is you, THE NEWSSTAND READERS, to whom we ap
peal this time. We cannot write to you because we don't know 
who you are, or where you live. But, actually, if 3600 of you will 
now come forward and subscribe for one share of stock the fund 
will be complete. 

Six weeks more! Don't forget! Lincoln's Birthday, February 
12, 1919, is the final day. 

Yours for the Great Future, 

THE EDITORS. 

A Six Months' Subscription to the Liberator 
goes with each paid up share of stock 
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(Just to encourage you we print below a few letters from new stock

holders. You see how happy they are now they've done it/) 

l.,~.·· , , I HA VE turned away from the 
f . vision of a new pair of shoes to 
is: 
fil send you the enclosed check, which buys 
" ".', me another share."-D. B. f 

~ 'THE last issue contains matter that 

t
f I would not have been deprived of 

~. or $10. I herewith enclose that amount. 
, t's immaterial whether you send me a 
~; 'certifi?a~'e or not., Even .if it should. ever 
j; ~y dIvIdends, I 11 not hve to see It., I 
. .willbe 76 years old next 1\larch. I ve 

been fighting in the cause of liberty for 
forty years. ."-J. A. E. 

, , 0 F course, I'm with you! Go 
ahead. You'll be supported. 

Faith is great stuff at the psychological 
moment."-J. 0. 

" H ERE'S my ten dollars. I want to 
. help THE LIBER..<\TOR to become 

'"the most powerful magazine in Amer
ica." - 1\1. L. 

" HAVING just bought shoes for 14 
feet, I have no money left for 

social betterment. But at the end of the 
year I expect some tainted money which 
I shall be pleased to divide with you." 
-C.M.H. 

"CAN'T afford ten dollars now. But 
here is two dollars and my solemn 

promise to pay up for one share before next 
October. It is the best Socialist enterprise 
in America."-F. M. P. 

"JUST before I sail for England and 
home I want to subscribe for ten 

dollars' worth of your stock-the best 
investment for Anglo-American friend-
ship I know of. " 

N.G. F. 

"you fellows are too damnably 
clever and utterly courageous 

not to be allowed expression. Enclosed 
is my contribution to your enterprise to 
aid in upsetting my comfortable life." 

A. S. 

, 'I HA VE bought Liberty Bonds, 
War Saving Stamps, contributed 

to the Red Cross, United War Work, 
Knights of Columbus, and I don't know 
what else. And now I have the courage 
and feel it my bounden duty to become a 
stockholder in The Liberator." 

\V. R. P. 

"THERE will always be a warm 
spot in my heart for those who 

have, in these dreadful days, given any 
token of their belief in the triumph of 
good. l\lay you all)ive to see the dawn 
of social justice in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave! " 

J .. E. V .. 

NOW 
I hereby subscribe for ...... shares of 

Preferred Stock in the Liberator Publish-· 

ing Company and enclose $...... hi full 
payment. 

1 Share 
$10. 

Na111e ..................... . 

Address .................. . 

Within tha Yaar 
I hereby subscribe for ...... shares of 

Preferred Stock in the Liberator Publish-

ing Company. I enclose $ ...... now in 
part payment, and promise to send $.\ .•••• 
in full payment on or before October 1st, 
1919. 

1 Share 
$10. 

Name ..................... . 

Address .................. . 

Within Thraa Yaars 
I hereby subscribe for ...... shares of 

Preferred Stock in the Liberator Publish-

i.ng Company, and promise to send $ ..... . 
in full payment on or before October lst, 
1921. 

1 Share 
$10. 

Name .....................• 

Address ................ ... . 

aaVIl You Bought Your Shara? 
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HOW ABOUT THE 60, o LIBERATOR FUND '1 
Comrades: 

"Burleson willing," this number of The Liberator should reach 
you by January 1st, just two months from the day when we started 
our campaign for a $60,000 Liberator Fund. 

You remember, we said ten months' experience had shown us 
that we must have a $20,000 subsidy every year for three years, in 
order to build the magazine up to the point where it can be self
supporting. And we told you of our determination to make sure 
of that fund in cash and pledges before February 12, 1919, the 
Liberator's fIrst birthday. 

Here is the story of our progress so far: 
Since November 1st, $3,933.50 has been received toward the 

fund (either in paid-up shares 
of stock or in straight gifts). 

$12,236.50 has been promised toward the 
fund, in pledges to be paid up 
before October 1, 1919. 

$7,358.00 has been promised toward the 
fund, in pledges to be paid up 
before October 1, 1921. 

Total. , ......... $23,528.00 

You can't blame us if we look on this as a demonstration of 
faith in The Liberator and its future. Can you? If it all came from 
three or four people, it might not mean anything. But it comes 
from five-hundred people. 

Now, how shall we raise the rest,-$36,472 ? VIe have written 
to all our subscribers about buying stock, and of course we can 
send another reminding letter to those who did not answer. But 
nearly five-sixths of the people who read the Liberator buy it from 
the newsstands. 

It is you, THE NEWSSTAND READERS, to whom we ap
peal this time. We cannot write to you because we don't know 
who you are, or where you live. But, actually, if 3600 of you will 
now come forward and subscribe for one share of stock the fund 
will be complete. 

Six weeks more! Don't forget! 
12, 1919, is the final day. 

Lincoln's Birthday, February 

Yours for the Great Future, 

THE EDITORS. 

(Just to encourage you we print below a few letters from new stock

holders. You see how happy they are now they've done itl) 

"I HAVE turned a\vay from the 
vision of a new pair of shoes to 

send you the enclosed check, which buys 
me another share."-D. B. 

, 'THE last issue contains matter that 
I would not have been deprived of 

for $10. I herewith enclose that amount. 
It's immaterial whether you send me a 
certificate or not. Even if it should ever 
pay dividends, I'll not live to see it. I 
will be 76 years old next 1Iarch. I've 
been fighting in the cause of liberty for 

c forty years. ."-J. A. E. 

"0 F course, I'm \vith you! Go 
ahead. Y ou'lI be supported. 

Faith is great stuff at the psychological 
moment."-J. 0. 

, , HERE'S my ten dollars. I \vant to 
help THE LIBERA.TOR to become 

the most powerful magazine in Amer
ica."-M. L. 

{ f'f "HAVING just bought shoes for I4 
\ feet, I have no money left for 
t social betterment. But at the ~nd of the 
1 year I expect some tainted money which 

I shall be pleased to divide \vith you." 
-CO M. H. 

"CAN'T afford ten dollars now. But 
here is two dollars and my solemn 

promise to pay up for one share before next 

October. It is the best Socialist enterprise 
in America."-F. 1\;1. P. 

"JUST before I sail for England and 
home I want to subscribe for ten 

dollars' worth of your stock-the best 
investment for Anglo-~\merican friend-
ship I know of.. " 

N. G. F. 

"you fellmvs are too damnably 
clever and utterly courageous 

not to be allowed expression. Enclosed 
is my contribution to your .enterprise to 
aid in upsetting my comfort2.ble life." 

~\. S. 

" I HAVE bought Liberty Bonds, 
\Var Saving Stamps, contributed 

to the Red Cross, United \Var \Vork, 
Knights of Columbus, and I don't know 
\yhat else. And now I have the courage 
and feel it my bounden duty to become a 
stockholder in The Liberator." 

\V. R. P. 

"THERE will ahvays be a warm 
spot in my heart for those who 

have, in these dreadful days, given any 
token of their belief in the triumph of 
good. May you all live to see the da \\'n 
of social justice in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave l JJ 

J. E. V. 

I hereby subscribe for ...... shares of 

Preferred Stock in the Liberator Publish-

ing Company and enclose $ ...... in full 
payment. 

1 Share 
$10. 

Xamc .. 

Address 

Within the Year' 
hereby subscribe for ...... shares of 

Preferred Stock in the Liberator Publish-

ing Company. I enclose $ ...... now in 

part payment and promise to send $ ..... . 
in full payment on or before October 1st, 
1919. 

1 Share 
$10. 

Yame .. 

Address 

Within Three Years 
I hereby subscribe for ...... shares of 

Preferred Stock in the Liberator Publish-

ing Company, and promise to send $ ..... . 
in full payment on or before October 1st, 
1921. 

~YQme ....................• _ 

A Six Months' Subscription to the Liberator I;'," 1 Share 
goes with each paid up share of stock " I i 

___________________ --,' " $10. 

Comrade News.stand.Readl,[,~aye You Bought Your Share? 
'1Utt~,:'_-.;"i,,"\·:C..i)~~i 

Address 
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Adventures for Free Speech 

I N. Cleveland, Ohio,· December 8th, the 
Editors of THE LIBERATOR spoke at 

a meeting arranged by the local of the 
Socialist Party. Th~ meeting Was raided 
by members of the American Protective 
League, wearing badges of the federal De
partment of Justice, who arrested five men 
in the audience and dragged them to jail. 
One of these men was asked for his regis
tration card and was not able to show it. 
The other four were arrested and hauled 
out by main force without any question of 
registration cards, or any other question, 
merely because they were proven to be 
Socialists attending a Socialist meeting. 
One of them in my presence offered to 
show his registration card, and his hand 
was jerked from his pocket by his assailant, 
who shouted, "Never you mind what we 
want you for. You just come along." 

The local Socialists informed us that this 
is customary, and that these men would 

THE NEW ART OF 
DRESS 

The .. dress problem" has 
IteeJa deADitely solnci. The 
lIerUla Helle:r .... tm4mun40 
aDd "~ satillf;r eTer, re
~eat of the aodern 
wo.... Write for booklet
t1le dress problem has been 
HIved for un. 

IDIBT.BA ROLLEY 
11 ... 4M1a 8treei 

New York CIQ' 

"The Latin of Democracy" 
-Rector 11_"_ 110,,"110, D'Jfm Umvfn"ritU. 

A simple. lopeal seeeadarJ' Ianguage 
for tile oemmen "e."l_ of all nations, 
1llsperanto eaa Be leaned by anyone in 
a Iemarkably allort tiae. A delightful 
aad laterelltiac .md;, for apare mo
Bleats. $1 briap :rou a dictiollar;r and 
eo_Jllete text MeL The JllitJleranto S0-
ciety, 2633 erestoa AnBue. New YOd 
City. 

H. SLIKERMAN 
Lawyer 

SUITE 631, PACIFIC BUILDING 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

PHONE CHELSEA 7328 

ADVANCE MAILING CO. 
80 FDlTH A. VENUE 

WJlIlKLY AND MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS 

ADDRESSING MULTIGRAPHING 
FOLDING MAILING 

remain in jail over Sunday, no charge 
being made against them .. 

In my innocence of the true state of 
American affairs, I stated from the plat
form that I believed there were some' 
fundamental rights of citizens still prevail
ing under the Constitution, and one of 
them was immunity from false arrest. I 
advised the Socialists in Cleveland to pro
ceed legally against these terrorists and 
make them! pay for their crime. The re
sult of this naIve act of faith on my part, 
was that they went down to a saloon, 
called up the Federal Department of J us
tice and got orders to arrest me. They sur
rounded the building, twenty or thirty of 
them, and waited for us to come out. 
They waited, we were subsequently told, 
until two o'clock in the morning, and ac
cording to the Cleveland papers they spent 
the rest of the night searching the hotels 
and depots and outgoing trains. We were 
safely on our way to Buffalo-thanks to 
the devoted organization of the Cleveland 
Socialists, and not to any interest displayed 
by; any official of the local or federal Gov
ernment in defending the rights of Ameri
can citizens. 

In Buffalo our meeting was surrounded 
by a cordon of policemen, under an ignor
ant captain, who took his stand within 
clubbing distance of the platform, and in
formed us that we could not criticize or 
obje~t to anything that had been done by 
the United States Government, and we 
could not mention the Bolsheviki. We 
agreed to his proposition, and gave an ex
tended lecture on sociological achievements 
of the Soviet government in the valley of 
the Volga, their relation to literary and 
oratorical conditions in the United States, 
and the difference in general theory be
tween a system of " Law and Order" and 
a Reign of Terror. It was the almost 
unanimous opinion of the audience that the 
reign of terror is a more liberal form of 
government. 

From Buffalo we went to Detroit. The 
Detroit Federation of Labor sent a delega
tion of fifteen men to sit on the platform, 
and although the hall was jammed to the 
walls with red and Russian revolutionists, 
the police were altogether courteous and 
the America Protective League was con
siderately absent. There is 'power in the 
organizations of labor. When there is 
unison in them this country will begin to 
do more. 

A man was arrested in Detroit for read
ing Bernard Shaw's "An Unsocial So
cialist" on the street-car. When we left 
Detroit it seemed fairly certain that he was 
not going to be tried by court' martial. 

MAX EASTMAN. 

THE LIBERATOlt 

Learn and tell others of the 
brutal treatment of, Con
scientious Objectors. 

Send name and a contribution to 

Jules W ortsman 
302 Grand St. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

and read 

The 
Actual Diary of 

18 C. 0.' S. 
in Camp Funston, Kansas 

just published by 

The Committee of Fifty Friends 
of Conscientious Objectors 

" LA URELS " 
By Laura Payne Emerson 

A Book 0/ Poems 
The author is one of the well-known speak
ers and poets of the Revolution. The book 
Is neatly printed on heavy cream tinted 
paper with a fine cut of the author; bound 
in dark bottle green heavy board with gold 
letters. 

Price, by mail, 50 cts. 

ADDRESS 
LAURA PAYNE EMERSON 

Enca.nto Callfonda 

Pl&za 5096 :MadIaOD Square 8138 

ARTISTS'MATERIALS 
and Picture Frtlmea 

at HALPERN'S 
no Park A. Tuue 
Bet. 59th & 68th Sts. 

3 Bast 30th Stree& 
Near FIfth A TeD •• 

Free Book Offer 

How Nature . Cures 
By Foremost Dru,less Healer 

in America 
Pr ....... t, Natve eve Iut.IWte8 

62 paces of PJUCBLBSS INJ'O.xA.
TION TO SUl'J'lBRm&.S. Get :rowl"Mlt 
well and ~eep Well. Send 2c. stamp 
for this wODdeL'fu1 book FIUD.. A.ddrea. 
THJ1 LlTTLB COKU.DB 1801 YA.LII 
A VllINUJI, CHICAGO, lLi'lNOIS. 

Finest Silks and Satins] 
HAIMOWITZ BROS. 
Silks and Dress Goods 
1376 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 
HARLEM -4621 

871 PROSPECT AVENUE 
MELROSE 2338 

, 
t 



GOOD BOOKS 
The Prestons 

In her new story of the everyday life 
of an average American family as told 
by a typical American mother, Mary Heaton 
Vorse has given us a highly humorous book, 
yet with the deeply significant background 
of human psychology with which Mrs. 
Vorse's many readers have become so fa
miliar. 

"The Pres tons " is a humorous, enter
taining, wholesome American novel, and 
the publishers have no hesitation in pre
dicting that it will be one of the most 
widely read books of not only this season, 
but of many seasons to come. $1.iiO 

ThePathon the Rainbow 
Gift books have been more or less con

demned for this season because so many 
of them are very expensive reprints of 
books that can be obtained in so many 
cheaper editions. "The Path on the Rain
bow" is a handsome gift book of hitherto 
unpublished literal translations of the 
poetry of American Indians, edited by 
George Cronyn, and with introductions and 
appreciations by Mary Austin and Con
stance Lindsay Skinner. The book is deco
rated throughout by J. B. Platt. $1.50 

Can Such Things Be? 
Critics say that Ambrose Bierce, the au

thor of this book of stories of the grotesque 
and unreal, combines the vivacity of O. 
Henry, the ingenuity of Conan Doyle, and 
the artistry of Poe. Many discriminating 
readers consider Bierce the greatest writer 
of American short stories. $1:50 

The German Myth 
Gustavus l\lyers has gathered in this book 

uew data, statistically proved, showing that 
conditions in Germany are the very oppo
site of what we have been led to believe---, 
that immorality, crime, and poverty are 
greater there than in any other European 
country or in the United States. 'l'he sub
title of the book is .• 'l'be Falsity of Ger

,many's Social Progress Claims." 'l'he book 
is endorsed by tile League for National 
Unity. $1.00 

Americanized Socialism 
Here is auother bouk with a suh-title

"A Yankee View of Capitalism." James 
MacKaye, the author of the book, says that 
lllauy persous who did not suspect them
selves to be Socialists will, when they read 
this bool{, disco\·er that they are, and that 
:Socialism is a true American ideal. The 
publishers think that "Americanized So
cialism" is the most grippingly interesting 
book on' the subject now in print. $1.25 

The Modern Library 
Send these little hand-bound, limp Croft

leather volumes to the front-huy them for 
yourself. Sixty-six titles-Woodrow Wil
son, HowellS, Shaw, Swinburne, 'Yells, Gis
sing, Beerbohm, Dunsany, 'Vilde, Anatole 
France, Gautier, Ibsen, Strindberg, Tur
genev, Chekhov, Rodin, Beardsley, etc. 
Don't be a Stagnuck. Read every book in 
The Modern Library. 'l'lle Dial says: 
"There is scarcely a title that fails to 
awaken interest. The series is doubly wel
come at this time." Only 70c. a volume at 
your bookseller's. Send to Boni & Liveright, 
105 W. 40th Street, for their new catalog 
descriptive of The Modern Library, their 
new PENGUIN SERIES (previously unpub
lished books by Henry James, Lafcadio 
Hearn, Hermann Sudermann, etc.) , $1.25 
each; and a most interesting list of mis
cellaneous publications. 

Ci(eE~W.('fi VtL.,-'GE 
D'~CCTC>"Y 

(Strictly 8peaking, thi8 i8 NOT a complete 
directory of Greenwich Village. It is only a 8tep 
toward 8uch a directory. In time, and with the 
help of our friend8, we 'hall make this a8 complete 
a directory of the Village a8 is possible in the ad
rertising columns of a magazine.)-Harry Salpeter. 

The Dcvonshi re Lace Shop 
60 Washington Square, New York 

Laces Designed, Made and Mended by 
Marian Powys of England 

PEOPLE'S HOUSE CAFETERIA 
7 East Fifteenth Street 

GOOD FOO~POPULAR PRICES 

An opportunity to meet everybody 
worth while in the tll,;nking world. 

EAT WHERE 

The food is good 
The prices moderate 

The environment pleasant 

Cafeteria 
.. Three Steps Down " 

19 West Eighth Street 

MASCHA STRUNSKY 

THE RUSSIAN INN 
57 West 37 

LUNCHEON TEA DINNER 

DELICIoua RUSSIAN COOKING 

Table d'Hote and a la Carte 

The E. H. & A. C. Friedrichs 
Company 

MANUFACTURING RETAILERS OF 
ARTISTS' MATERIALS 

and Picture Frames 

169 West 57th Street, New York 

DR. MAXIMILIAN COHEN 

Surgeon Dentist 
(Near Eighth Street) 100 SIXTH AVENUE 

The Radical Review 
Devoted to the Critical Investigation 

of Scientific Socialism. 
It represents a partisan Effort to 

spread Socialist Education, and to estab
lish clarity in the Labor Movement. 

Its Editorial Policy is outspokenly 
Marxian-aggressive, revolutionary and 
destructively constructive. 

It advocates Revolution not Pallia
tion; the Industrial Republic not State 
Capitalism; and holds that the Recon
struction of Socialist Principles and 
Tactics must essentially be predicated 
upon the Recognition of that irrefutable 
Contention: that Right without Might is 
moonshine. 

From the January-March Number 

The Revolution in Germany 
Fred. H. Hartmann 

The War and Socialist 
Industrial Unionism 

Herman Richter 

Revisionism and Anarchism 
Allton Pannekoek 

Karl Marx and 
the Polish Question 

Dr. John J. Kallen 

Brothers 
or the Great Reunion-

A Historical Tragedy in One Act 

Maximilian Cohen 

The Genesis of Religion 
Lucien Sanial 

Thoughts on Nietzsche 
1. A. Goldstein 

The Socialist Party of Canada 
and the Radical Review 

A Discussion on the Source of Proletarian 
Power in Particular and Class Power 

in General 
J. Harrington and Karl Dannenberg 

And contributions from NATHAN CHABROW, 
D.-I.VID S. REISZ, A. A. DOBLIN and others 

Twenty-five Cents per Copy 

112 Page:: 

One Dollar per Year 

Puhlisbed quarterly by 

THE RADICAL REVIEW 
PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 

202 East 17th Street 
New York City 



A Novel Verse 

and the Liberator 
" Nocturne" 

/ nd 
" 

1 -,- .. .!!a _ne iiJ&Uet'a,or 
.. When a hook is launched hy Floyd Dell 
and the rest of the Liberator crowd I 
always know it's worth buying." 

" Colors of Life" 
By Frank Swinnerton 

"The best novel that has come 
out of England since the war 
began."-F. D. 

By Max·Eastman 

From a subscriber who uses 
The Liherator Book Shop 

"Reveals a sure-handed creator 
of beauty."-F. D. 

The book and THE LIBERATOR 
. for a year cost $2.90 separately. 

The book and THE LIBERATOR 
for a year cost $2.75 separately. 

Together $2.50 

Until January Fifteenth 

Russia 

We shall accept subscriptions at the old rate of $1.50 a 
year. After that the price. will be $2.00 a year. (Outside 
U. S. $2.50). Recent increases in the cost of printing and 
paper and the continued denial of a second class mailing 
privilege compel us to take this step. 

News stand readers are urged to become subscribers. 
You can save 90c on the 12 issues, and there are oth~r 
advantages. For instance, some of our special pam
phlets are sent only to subscribers. 

Old subscribers are invited to renew now. $1.50 sent 
now will extend your subscription for a year beyond its 
present date of expiration. To renew now will save 
future trouble-~~d SOc. 

The four comers of this page suggest four combinativns: 
The Liberator for a year with a book of verse, or a novel, 
or a book on Russia or a volume of Liebknecht's Speeches 
since the beginning of the war. 

Try· to let us know before January Fifteenth which 
combination you want. 

Together $2.50 

Liebknecht 

and the Liberator 
"Six Red Months In 

Russia" 

THE LIBERATOR 
34 Union Sq., New York 

I enclose $ ...... for a year's subscrip-

and the Liberator 
"The Future Belongs to 

the People" 

By Louise Bryant 
" She saw the very birth of the 
Future and she has made us see 
it with her eyes."-F. D. 
The book and THE LIBERATOR 
for a year cost $3.50 separately. 

Together $3.00 

tion and a copy of .................. . 

(Add SO cents to remittance if you live 
outside the United States) 

By Karl Liebknecht 
Translated by S. Zimand 

" Such courage as his is almost 
inconceivable."-WALTER \VEYL. 
The book and THE LIBERATOR 
for a year cost $2.75 separately. 

Together $2.50 
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and the Libel-alar 
" Nocturne" .. When a book is launched by Floyd Dell 

and the rest of the Liberator crowd I 
always know it's worth buying." 

" Colors of Life" 
B y Frank S win nerton 

"The best novel that has come 
out of England since the war 
began."- F. D. 

B y M ax Eastman 

From a subscriber who uses 
The Liberator Book Shop 

"Reveals a sure-handed creator 
of beauty."-F. D. 

T he book and T HE L IBERATOR 
for a year cost $2.90 separately. 

The book and THE LIBERATOR 
for a year cost $2.75 separately. 

Together $2.50 

Until January Fifteenth 

Russia 

We shall accept subscriptions at the old rate of $1.50 a 
year. After that the price will be $2.00 a year. (Outside 
U. S. $2.50) . Recent increases in the cost of printing and 
paper and the continued denial of a second class mailing 
privilege compel us to take this step. 

News stand readers are urged to become subscribers. 
You can save 90c on the 12 issues, and there are oth~r 
advantages. For instance, some of our special pam
phlets are sent only to subscribers. 

Old subscribers are invited to renew now. $1.50 sent 
now will extend your subscription for a year beyond its 
present date of expiration. To renew now will save 
future trouble-and SOc. 

The four corners of this page suggest four combinatic.ns: 
The Liberator for a year with a book of verse, or a novel , 
or a book on Russia or a volume of Liebknecht's Speeches 
since the beginning of the war. 

Try ' to let us know before January Fifteenth which 
combination you want. 

Together $2.50 

Liebknecht 

and the Liberator 
" Six Red Months In 

Russia" 

THE LIBERATOR 
34 Union Sq., New York 

I enclose $. . . . .. for a year's subscrip-

and the Liberator 
"The Future Belongs to 

the People" 

B y Louise Bryant 
" She saw the very birth of the 
F uture and she has made us see 
it with her eyes."-F. D. 
The book and T HE LIBERATOR 
fo r a year cost $3.50 separately. 

Together $3.00 

tion and a copy of ................ . . . 

(Add 50 cents to remittance if you live 
outside the United States) 

B y K arl Liebknecht 
Translated by S. Zimand 

" Such courage as his is almost 
inconceivable."-WALTER \ VEYL. 
The book and THE L IBERATOR 
for a year cost $2.75 separately. 

Together $2.50 
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