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NOTES O F

T HE

i ONTH

T ELCs HAS SHOWN ITS COLORS;

JE LEFT WING MUST NOW SHOW ITS |

The victory of the New York
0old guard and of the right wing
of the Socialist party through-
out the country at the meeting
of the National Executive Commit-
tee held in New York on July 13-
14, was a decisive one.

But it is &a mistake of the
first magnitude to consider the
left wing as having been smashed
to pieces without &any hope of
consolidating itself for the fu-
ture and becoming much stronger
than it ever was.

The attitude of all genuine
left wingoems of the party,of all
revolutionary Marxists must be:

AS REVOLUTTONARY SOCIALISTS WE
ACCEPT THE DISCIPLINE OF THE
AT TY;BUT AS REVOLUTIONARY SOCI-
ALIE T° WE SHALL NEVER SURRENDER
OUR PRINCIPLES AND WE SHALL OR~
GANIZE TC STRUGGLE FOR VICTORY
OVER A RIGHT WING THAT HAS NO
VISION FOR THE FUTURE OUISIDE OF
DRAGGING ALONG ON THE COAT TAILS
OF A DECAYING CAPITALI2ZY DEROCRA-

CY.

Capitulation of N.E.C. Doesg
Not Give Party a Chunce
to Go Forweard.

One of the characteristics of
a marxist is to face reality. No
1llusions, no exaggerations. Con-
sequently we must reject complete-
ly the opinion of Comrade Norman
Thomas that the agreement between
the New York old guard and the
majority of the N E ¢ "gives the
party a chance to go forward with
new energy and new devotion to
eonstructive work." We stand on
the fundamental ©basis that the
party can not grow and becoune a
factor in the American labor
uovement under the leadership of
the right wing. It may achieve
apparent successes by an alliance
with the upper layers of the Am-
erican Federation of Labor buro-
cracy; 1t may achieve some elec-
toral victories by concealing
whatever socialism it adheres to.
But those victories will be tem-
porary and extremcly ephemeral.
They will be the "victories" of
the Socialist and Communist par-
ties of Germany  boefore Hitler
smashed them without any resist-
ance on their part.

Victory for us means the organ-~
ization and the training of the
working class for a final ase
sault upon capitalist rule and
the conquest of power by the wor-
kors under the lcoadership of the
revolutionary Soeclalist party.
That can be achieved only by rev-
olutionary harxists and not by



eringing reformists.
Not An Agreement But a Surrender

Not much need be said with ref-
erence to the agreement itself.
It is not an agreement; it is
not & compromisge. Those two
words generally indicate that in
a controversy both sides gain
«nd losc some parts of thelr de-
mands. Not so in this case. It
is a capitulation. The majority
»f the NEC accepted the terms of
the New York old guard. That is
the only correct way to charac~
terize the "agreement".  Graci-
cusly and magnanimously does Al~-
gerncn Loe declare, on behalf of
the right wing, that what the N.
E.C. did cannot be considered a
victory or a defeat for any side.
Pitifully do some vague and
peaceful "militants" point to the
fact that the old guard agreed
to take back the Yipsels as an
indication that something was
won for the hMilitants. The fact
is that the New York old guard
romains in power; 1t has been
given the express right to crit-
icize the Declaration of Princi-
ples while +the same right was
not granted to the opponents of
the Declaration from the left;
above all, it has been furnished
with onc of the most grotesque
definitions of communism which
nlaces in its hands the power to
expecl any members and to refusec
admitance to any one who does
not agrec with the reformist con-
ception of socialism.

The only thing the 0ld guard
wae what i1t did not ask for spe-
¢cifically, namely an order to
stop public ation of the Soclialist
Call. The o0ld guard undeoubtedly
expects to got thot later.

Definition of Compunism Indica~

tion of Low Intellectual Level

The definition of communism as
formulated in the agreement will
go downin history as the example
of the lowest intellectual level
reached by any group in the soc-~
ialist movement anywhere in the
world. No lower depths of stu-
pidity can be reacheds The lef®
wingers can possibly console
themselves with the id ea that
the definition 1s so utterly
stupid that it 1is meaningless
and consequently cannot be used
as a basis for expelling anyone.
Of course it would be foolish to
rely upon the meaninglessness of
the definition because that very
meaninglessness will be utilized
by the right wingers to expel
revolutiond sts.

According to the majority of
the N E C any one is a communist
who advocates or practices four
things: 1) violent insurrection;
2) dictatcrship or abandomment
of democracy cither as a fact
within the party or as an ideal
method of achieving Socialism;
3) subjection of the party tTo a
burocratic mechanical discipline
from abroad such as that imposed
by the Third Internationalj 4)
the use of deceitful or under-
ground tactics even as 4 means
to d worthy end.

It does not appear whether one
has to advocate or practice all
of the conditions enumerated a-
bove or any one of them. If all,
then . not even a member of the
Communi st party couldte excluded
from membership in our party. If
on the other hand, as is surely
the case, any one of the condi-~
tions is sufficient *+o keep one
out of the party then there 1s
very slim possibility  that any
one who disagrees in the least
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with the reacticnary right wing
will be permitted to remain Zn
or to join the party. This and
this alone explains the reasocon
why the old guard is so satisfied
with the "agrecment".

Let us subject the definition
to a short analysis. In the
first place it must be recognized
that there are actually fourteen
conditions instead of four, any
onc of which is sufficient to
stamp ono as a communist. Either
advocacy ¢r practice of any one
of thosc ideas or acts enumcra-
ted mokes one a c¢ommunist. Con-
sequently the 1deas and cacts
enumerated must be multiplied by
two. And to divide them in de-
tail they are as follows: 1) vi-
olent insurrcction; 2) dictator~
ship; &) abandonment of democracs
as a fact within the party; 4
abandomiuent of demodracy as an
idcal method cf achleving sodial-
ism; 5) same s 3 in original;6)
use of deceltful tactics even as
a means to a worthy end; 7) use
cf underground tactic even os a
means to a worthy end. Difficult
indeed would 1it be to discover
an cpponent who would not violate
one of the fourteen conditions.

Infontile Ideas of Definition

Ag for the ideas containsd in
the definition they are so infan-
tile as to make an analysgis al-
most impossible. The definition
mentions practice of violent in-
surrcction. Where and when did
the highly intelligent members
of the NEC voting for the defin-
iticn find any momber of the
Socialist party practice violent
insurrection? And by the wauy,
perhaps the theoreticians who
framed the definition would ex-
plain to ordinary mortals whoat
the difference is between vio-

lent and non-violent insurrec-
tion?

That part of the definition
dealing with the abandonment of
democracy as a fact within the
party 1is applicable to only two
categories of persons: one, the
Stalinists, and, two, the cld
guard. Right wing soclalists in
controal of the party have never
distinguished thomselves for
their devotion to democratic pro
cedure within the party. And the
old guard members of New York
must héve smiled cynically when
reading this part of the agree-
ment. And as far ag abandoning
democracy as an ideal method of
achieving Socialism is concerned,
since we do not live in an ideal
capitalist world the question of
an ideal mnethod to change an
ideal world ie really «f no vital
interest exccpt as the formula~
tionn of such an idea reflects
up»n the intelligouce of the
formulatorse.

The idea contained in the
fourth eclause of the definition
easlly takes the price for iwmbe-
cility. To attempt to defineo a
political current in the working
class movenent by a moral judg-
ment Iinvolving deceit or under-
ground tactics 1is the heignht of
gsomething or othere. That part of
the definition does not specifly
whether the o¢nd for which the
deceitful or undergr-ound tachtics
are to be used is a political
ond. Under that clause of the
definition anyono applying for
membsrship could and should be
examined with refcorence to his
moral and ethical concepts in-
volving all human conduct,

To take the above characteri-
zation of communism seriously as
a political characterization
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would be almost as stupid as the
characterization itself. But to
ignore it because of its ridicul-
ousness wculd be wrong for two
reasons. One, becaucge c¢very in-
telligent member of the party,
even though bhe may not agree
with the left wing, must blush
with shamo at the low intellect-
ual level of the leadership of
the party as 1indicated by the
definition. And the second and
more important reason, as indi-
cated above, because the defini-
Ltion furnishes the right wing
ith the necessary excuse for
vhe extirpation of all revolu-
cionary sentiments.

IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT NO
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST WORTH
HIS SALT WILL FOR A MOMENT AGREE
T0 SURRENDER HIS PRINCIFLES BE~
CAUSHE THEZ N E C ADOPTE EN ABSURD
DETINITICON OF CCOMMCNISM WHICH
CONCEIVABLY MICHT BE USED TO AP~
PLY TO A REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST.

A revolutionary sncialist will
enter into practical crwmpromises
deperding upon the strength of
the movement he represents, but
he must not compromise on prin-
ciplee

N E ¢ Has no Authority to Lay
Down Fundamental Principles

Here i1t must be stated clearly
that the NEC usurped its cuthor-
ity. It hed absolutély no right
to formulete a fundamental prin-~
¢iple for the parity. That is the
duty and privilege of a conven-~
tion of the party and not of the
N E Coe The Detroit Conventicn
adopted a declaration of »princi-
pics. Every momber of the party
became obligated to be gulded by
that decluration and 17 he did
not agrec with it he had the
right to criticizeit and attempt

to change it at the next conven-
tion. The NEC was eleccted *o
carevy o the work of the pariy
in acrordance with the principlss
laid down 3In  the declarstion.
The werbars or the N E C have no
more av hority to change the
fundamental  principles of The
party as formulcted by a conven-
tion than any rank and file mem~
ber.

If thhe declaration of princi-
ples neesded clarification and
definition, the N E C had onliy a v
limited ragnt to make sush clar-
ificution and definition. But it
could not alter ary of the provi-
sions of the decliaration by the
subterfuge of doefinition or zlar-
ificatisn. It couid not add any- %
thing of fundameutal importance |
to that declarvation. And  the
definition of communism attempts
to add, even 1if 1% does nobt Jo
so clearly, a fundamental prin-
ciple which 18 not ineluded in
the declaration.

Under the definition of com-
munism as formulaved by the ma-
jority ~f the NEC a member of the
party is not permitted to advo- .
cate the idea of "dictatorship". ¢
The word Hdistatorship" is not r
men*tioned .1n the doclaration of
principles but it is nevertheless
clearly iwmplied as applicable
under cerbtain conditions Neither :
the declaration nor any resolu- i
tion prohibited the advocacy of
the idea of the dictatorship of ¢
the proletariat. It was not with-
in the power of the N E - C to do
anything which the Dotroit con- {
vention would heve frowned upon. !

Dictatorship of Proletariat is
Dewocracy for the Workcers

Revolutionary socialists be-
liegve that Dbetweon capitalist \
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gociety and socialist scciety
there will be a period when the
proletariat supported by the ma-
jority of the middle c¢lass will
control the state apparatus.This
will constitute the transition
stage in the progress of mankind
towards a classless society. Dur-
ing that period the working class
under the leadership of a revo-
utionary Marxist party will
take over all the means of pro-
duction and in general do every-
thing necessary to build the
structure of a world socialist
socioty. The working class will
not hesitate to suppress all ef-
forts of the expropriated capi-
i{-1lists to regain their power.
The working class, organized in
such forms as will be best adap~
ted for the task of crcating a
hew society, will then have real
democracy.

Reve 1ut1unary socialists use
the term "workers' dewocracy" or
the term "dittatorship of the
proloturlat" (especially in Eur-
ope) or "workers! govermugnt" to
designate that transition stoge.

It is absolutely out of the
gquestion for a revolutionary
Marxist to surrender his belief
in the necessity of a transition-
al stege as doscribed 1iu very
broad outlines in the preceding
paragraphs, That must be rcepeat-
ed and insisted upon frankly and
determinodlye.

Should any one be s> naive us
to raise the question of disci-
pline, the answer 1s short and
decisive that discipline applies
to actions and not to belieis in
fundawental principles.

What Is Necessary for the
Future

The revolutionary elements
within the party connot of course
accept the action of the N E C
at its 1last meeting as final.
Contrary +to the hopes of the
snall revolutionary groups out-
side of the party,thc revolution-
ary elements will not desert the
Socialist party but will entrench
themselves more firmly and wage
an organized struggle against
the majority of the N E C.

Not tr antagonize the majority
of tho MNEC the militants confin-
ed the struggle to New York and
would nost broaden the struggle
on a national scale. Meanwhile
the o0ld guard did carry the
fight outside of New York and
obtaihed substantial support from
people all over the country. The
old guard although never capable
of showing aggressiveness against
the capltallst class showed a
good deal of it against the mil-
itonts and in the end that was
an important fector. The major-
ify of the N E € acted as it did
because it is composea of people
who are essentially with the old
gaard in prineiple and because
the militants failed t» put up a
principles struggle throughout
the country. The first reason
of course, is decisive, and the
second subsidiary

Recognizing +this wmistake, it
is not &t all difficult to lay
out a program for the mobiliza-
tion of the revolutionary ele-
mats o the party for a struggle
tH> make of the Socialist party a
revolutionary instrument. We
wust organize the revolutionary
élements on a national scalos: wo
wust forwulate a program of rev-
olutionary princl ples; we must
propose. activities for the party
which will bring the party into
¢:ntact with the labor movement
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and not only with the burocracy
of that movement; we nust edu-
cate the left wing and the men-
bers in gencral In the principles
of revolutionary socialisu.

We must from now on wage &
prineiples fight so that we shall
know who cen be counted as for us

end who against us. This does
not mean. to follow a sectarian
line. We shall make blocs with

~ther eloments of the party when
it will be necessary but never
-t the expense of principle.

An. organized left wing fight-
ing to make the Soclallst party
into m instrument for revcelution
will be the most valuable single
factor in the development of the
revolutionary movement in this
countrye.
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WILLIAM GREEN BREAKS
TRADE UNION UNITY

Thero is no prineciple to which
the working class must cling more
tenaciously end which revolution-
ary socialists in particular mst

fight for more ardueusly than
the unity of the working class
in the trade unions. On the po-

1itical field it is sometimes
necessary to split because of
differences on fundamental prin-
ciplese. On the political field
it is nccessary at times to bo
gxcé¢lusive. But as far as trade
unionisi 18 concerned, all at-
tompts to split the working class
becsuse of differences in polit-
jcal or economic beliefs 1is ab-
solutoly destructive to the in-
torcsts of the working masses.
They who do anything to create
division omongst the workers 1n
the arcna of tradc unionism, no
matter what thelr wmotives aro,
must be fought most vigorously.

It matters not from where the
threat to trade union unity
comes, from right or left. It
must be fought. When the Commun-
jsts followed their splitting
policy of dual unionism their
success was so insignificant 2as
not to constitute a memace. For-

tunately for the workers it was
only in omne or two industries
where the Communists succeeded

in building up & functioning un-
jon. In all other industries
their unions had imposing nawmes
with a few Comaunist functionar-
iea as mombers.

The miserable failure of the
Comuunist dual union policy led
thein ultimately to surrender
such an insane tactic and once
more they are sending thelr fol~
lowers into the regulur unions.
Their policy is still far from
a ecorrect one;it is still essen-~
tially disruptive. But they
have 2t least formally given up
their dual union policy and that
ig some 2dvanceo.

Now ccmes William Green, arch-
reacticnury, and issues a ukase
4o the effect that 211 A F of L
unions must expel the Communists
or run the risk of having their
charters revoked. Green's order
came immediately after the Com-
mwunist ¥Fur Workers! Industrial
Union had decided to 1liquidate
itself and have its mombers join
the Internatio»nal Fur Workers'
Union, affiliatod with the AF
of L. 1In effect Green said that
the majority of the organized
fur workers cannot join the AF
of L. This is splitting with a
vengeance.

No one acquainted with Commun-

48t tactics 1in the trade unions

con have the least sympathy with
thei. A readiness to slander




everyone who disagrees with thom
a vicious desire to take advunt-
age of every difficulty in the
course of the actual work for
the purpose of stirring up huat-
rod against even the most honest
leadership, a willingness to
unite with the most dishonest el-
smonts of the union in order to
gain some advantage for thom-
sclves, =- all these characterize
the work of the Comuunists in
the uninse.

But thege cheracteristics do
not justify expulsion of the
Coumunists as a group. If &ony
one Comuunist 1s to be expelled
it must bo done for his disrupt-
ive work, for srme flagrant
breach of union discipline, in
other words for the same reasons
that any one who is not a Conwun-
ist should be oxpelled. Under
no eircumstances should Commun-
ists as such be expelled.

The attitude of Green,Wnll ond
other reactionaries of the AF of
L is dangorous to the unity of
the working class. lMewbers of
the Socialist party active in
the trade unions must fight every
action tending to destroy the
unity of the workers on the trade
union fisld.
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"yICTORY" FOR THE COMMUNISTS

Revolutionary larxists follow-
ing the leoad of Leon Trotsky,
arch-counterrevolutionist, have
becn contending that to guard
the existence of the Soviet Unicn
in the long run 1t is necessary
t> extend the prolstarian revolu-
tion t- the necst advanced capit-
alist ccuntries. The Coununists
following the leadership of Sta-
1in have assumced the attitude
that it 1s sufficicnt for the
Socviet Union to make &alliances

with iwmporialist oountriss and
to organizo the "friends" of the
8oviet Unicn to shoke a weak fir-
gor at the hostile cuapitalists.

It was left for the Communist
party of the U. S. A. to show in
practice that Stalin, as always,
is correct.

An aduireal of the United States
navy, Yates Stirling Jr. by naue,
having 1literary and political
awbitions, thrcugh the instru-
mentality <f the Hearst press,
let the whecle world into a dark
secret, nomely that the Rear ad-
wiral ond many othors like hiw
look with great suspicion  upon
the Soviet Union and would be in-
clined to help Hitler in any war
against the country of the Russ-
ian workers. Those of wus who
are slightly acquainted with the
writings of Marx and Lenin al-
ways assumed that officers of
high ccrmwend in the armed forces
of the imperialist countries
would alwost surecly be against
the proletarian revclution and
against the land of the proleta-
rian revolution.

Without even reading any arti-
c¢les wherein thesoc officors, in
all probability through their
ghost writors, let the world
know vhat theoy are thinking about,
Marxists asscertcd that those in
the lead of capitalist arwies
were enoiiies of the working class
and consequently onemies °f the
Scviet Union. It remained for
thoe Comrmunists to raisg a howl
of surprise when Admiral Yates
put int> writing his thoughts
and the thoughts of his fellow
officers.

Bither the hliarxists were wrong
in their assumption or the Come
munists arce not Marxists!
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Now of course as everyone knows
in the Communist ereed 1t 1is
stated clearly that words are
n~t enoughs that action is nec-
essary and vital. And to be sure
the Admirelt!s words afforded a
splendid issue upon which to mo-
bilize the working class. It
was enough to point a surprised
finger at the naval officer and
bring before the working masses
the c¢onclusive evidence  that
amongst the high officere of the
ariied foreces there 1s anti-Soviet
sentiment jthe particular officer
.18t be punished 8o as to teach
other officers a needed lesson
to keep their anti~-Soviet senti-
ments to themselves.

A campaign was
on the front page
Worker every day for about a
month or so the working class
was called upon -~ to send tele-
graus asking for the romoval of
the frank Rear Admiral.

organized and
of the Dally

We do not know how many tele-
grams were actually sent and how
much profit the telegraph compa-
nies made on the campaign. A
groat number must heve been sent
to induce Secretary of the Navy
Swanson to send a letter to Stir-
1ing containing a polite repri-
mand -~ not f£or being hostile to
the Sovict Union, but for making
public thet hestility. Of course
the Coummunists would be satisfied
with nothing short of the Rear
Adiiralt's removel; but the num-~
ber of telegrams, alas, was not
sufficient.

Now then the great lesson! To
agssure the effective defense of
the Soviet Union it is necessury
to hire a detective &agency to
ferret out the true sentiments
of the high comwuand, toc swanp the
officials in charge with tele-

groms for the removal of the anti-
Soviet officers of the army and ’
the navy.

And, by the way, did not the
chief buroccrats of the Communist !
party of France advocate the re- f
movai of the fascist officers of !
the Frensh army to assure the
possibility of the French arumy
being loyal to the Franco-Soviet
alliance?

Talk tc me not of world revolu-
tion. Tell me something about
bad officers and about telegrams
to remove then and the Soviet
Union will be safel

L Y R . T )

COMMUNISTS FAVOR FREE SPEECH

An item appeared in the capit-
aliaf press of Chicagc. Our eyes
popped out! It was unbellievable,
a vicious slander of the kept
press! It dealt with the fight
of the priest-politician, the
great Coughlin, to obtain Sol-
dicr's Field for the purpose of
peddling his hokum to bewildered
men ond women who are gullible
enough to believe that what the
great Father says is of some ben-
efit to them. And it alsc went
on to relate how the legal 1light

of the Communist party came 1n
on an intervening petition on
behalf of +the Commwunist party

praying that 6oughlin be allowed
to use the meeting place.

Now, alas, those who know the
gyrations the Communist party is
capable of making should be sur-
prised at nothing the leaders of
the C. P. bring forth from their
fortile and feverish brains. But.
it was a 1lit tle too ruch to ex-
pect that one should without
hesitation believe the report in #
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the capitalist press that the
Coununists were championing the
couse of Coughline. Not until
the IYaily Worker carried the
same news was 1t pnssible to ac~
cept the truth of the story.

It has been a cardinal princi-
ple with all revolutionary Marx-
ists that the revolutionary
working class does not fight for

freedo in the abstract, for
frocedow feor all elasses and 2ll
groups in  society. A 1liberal

douiocrat belonging to the hLueri-
can Civil Liberties Union will
comic out 1n favor of freedom »f
specch, of press, of assembly
not only for werkingelass groups
but for fascists. But for a
Marxian revolutionist, the class
struggle 1s the dominant factor
in our sccial system and we uust
look at all things including the
bourgeols frcedows froir the point
of view of that struc_ le. We
fight for frcedowm , for. the work-
ing class bocouse we arsy convin-
cod that to achileve froodom for
that eclass 18 to assure freedom
for all of soclety. Freedsu for
the fascists mnmeans slavery for
the working class and for every-
one elsc.

We do not mean to indicote that
Couglilin is a fuscists It 1s e-
nouch to say that he hus a def-
inite anti-working class bias,
True, he cannot afford at the
prosent tire to make his hostil-
ity to radiecal working c¢lass
philcsophies his wain stock in
trade. At that he doess not try
to concecel his hatred for comsumun-
ism ond socialisie; to gain  the
confidence of his ullible fol-
1owers he must at prescent stross
his opposition t» the "interna-
tional bonkcrs". It is certainly
the duty ~f every radical worker
and socialist or com.unist syui=-

pathizer to disillusidn Cough--
lints followers. ind we are noth
at all in duty bound to see kthct
Coughlin is granted the right &
confuse,bewilder and deeelve the
Na8S6S.

Not that any radical working
class group cloiming to base it~
self on Marxian principles shou.d
carry on ¢ campaign for the par-
pocse of preventing Coughlin fren
obtaining & permit. Were he def-
initely & fascist this wculd be
a ecrrect tactie but since he is
nct we need not go to tho extreme
of trying to prevent his holding
a meeting. To fight zror the
right of free spech for Cough-
lin is to forget that revolution-
ary Marxists do not 100k upon
frece spcech as an abstraction
applicable under all circumstan-
ces but as an aid in the struggle
for a sociclist socicty. We must
be for free speech for every
working cliss organization re-
gardless of our disagresment
with such an organization simply
bocause it 1s a working class

orjanization and not because we
look upon free specch as a fet-
ish.

wore and nore 'does it becone

clear that the Conmunists are
ready to subordinate considera-
tions of princlple to "clever"
Laneuvers. Obviously there are
thre¢ reasons for the actions of
the Chicago Comrmunists in peti-
tioning the eourt to grant Cougch
lin the «ri ht to wuse Soldiers!
Field. One is the littie publi-
city that would aceruc to the
Couwrmunist party and the Communs-
ists pay a great deal of atten-
tion to publicity in the capital
ist press. A seennd rcason is
to show that they belicve in
real democracy, thinking thus to
galn the suppxrt of liberal elc-

!
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ments. The third and most iw-
portant reason 1s their hope to
be able to get Soldiers! Field
if the Reverend Father is groent-
ed the right to apeak there,

We do not know whether the cor-
dirals in New York favored this
hirh strately but 1t would not
surprisc us in the least. Whon
once onc leaves the track of rev-
slutionary Marxism in a fundamen-
tul principle such as the neces-
ity for international revolu-
tion, there is mno telling where
sne will land. And if the Chic-
a0 small fry adopted the tactic
1sscribed above on their own in-
_wietive 1t 1s evidence of the
+ ¢t that a systemwhich prevents
froedom of criticiswm except by

the <ne higher wup 1is beound to
rosult 1in a couplete ignorance
of revolutionary Marxisi.

- e e em mm ww e

WHICH CRISIS DID YOU SAY?

Shortly after the last meeting
of the Hutlonal Cowittee of the
Soeialist parbty, the Chicago lo~
cal of the Workers Farty announ-
ced & nass weeting to discuss
"the erisis in the Sceialist par-
ty". The "ussses" turned out to
the number of fourtccn, practic-
ally all newbers of the W.P. We
have not been able to find out
whe“her the W P unembers, realist-
ic Marxists that they claim they
are, chanred the title to '"The
Crisis in the Workers Party."

NOTES ON THE "PEACE AGREEMENT" BETWEEN THE N.E.C.

AND THE NEW YORK STATE COMMITTEE

By Hain Kantorovitch

1) The '"poaece treaty solennly
entered into" by the N. E. C, of
tne Socialist party of America
and the ninc neubers (a majority)
af the New York State Committee
nf the Socialist party is hailed
dl over the country as the great
victory of the right wing.  Not
wiskin; %o fool ourselves,; we
readily aduit that it is a great
yirztory for the rijht wing. We
dery however that it is a defeat
for the left winge It is & de~
feat for the party and its N.E.C.
Horceforth, the N. E. C. of the
vaety stands out as a group of
t::iid and scared people that can
pe zoerced into anything. The
N.E.C. does not want to lead the
partyae It would rather let the
party drift on the theory that
uaybe 1t will reach sowe shore,

and naybe not.

2) The Ni Es+ C+ was not called
upon o decide matters of progrem
and principles., The N.E.C. has
no jurisdiction in such matters;
it hes no rirht to change the
party program and principles;
this can be done only by a nati-
onal convention or a natiosnal
reforendum. Whot the N.E.C. had
to decide was this: Can an or-~
ganic part of the party violate
the constitution of the party,
disregard all rules of inner par-
ty denoeracy, conduct an open
firht in its own and the ceopital-~
ist press against evorything
that the party staoands for, de-
elare publicly that "the 8 P was
captured by shady personalities
with no records" (that was in a
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full page headline in an articlo "pilitants" and the "old guard"
by the infamous Louis Hendin, in certainly not betwocn the 'right’
tho Jewish Daily Forward),disro- and "left" wings of the party.
gord all decisions of the NJ.E.C.

and still not only remain a poert 5) If the old guard in New
of the party, but also dictate York will really kecp its prou-
its will to the N.E.C. ises and stick %o the peace

agreement, it will be of a great
The NiE.C. 1in fact declded advantage to the militants. The

that such things are peruissible, vast amount of time, energy anc
that any part of the party may money that had to be sacrificed
do it, provided it can threaten in this purely ‘organizational
to starve out the N.E.C. finan- fight will now be turned to the
cially and split the party. much more profitable task of

building up in N Y as well as ne
3) The N.E.C. had before it a tionally a well organized left
roport of its Comiitteo on Inqui- wing, based on a definite 1left

1+ and Mediation. The New lLeouod- wing progran. In the long run it
c. christened it the "suell con- is of greater iuportance than ar
1ittee" and called on the N.E.C. organizational victory in N Y.
to stop its "gangster rnethods". This wust not however be inter-

The roport of the cormittee cor- preted to mean that the fight
roborates all the charges of the for party e¢ontrol, 1locally as
Militants,but the N.E.C. entire- well as nationally,is not inpor-
ly ignored tho report of its own tant. It certainly is. Both

gormittec and acted solely on tasks, the fight for organiza-
the purely practical (if practi- tional control arnd the organiza-
cal) consideration that, if "we" tion of the left wing, umust go

don't submit, "they" will split hand in hand, they are the two
the party. Did the N.E.C. real- sldes of the same medal.
ize what a dangerous precedent
it was creating? 6) The only real advantage of
this strange peoce 1s that it
4) The figcht in New York as it will help the militants extirpate
is indecd all over the country, theunselves from a very unnatural
is between the "uilitants" and alliance #nto which they were
the "old guard". The N.E.C. forced by & jeetive conditions
woanted to bring peace between since the Detroit convention. To
the two warring factions. Its scare the tiidid souls in the par-
way of doing it was really very ty, the old puard raised the cry
original. It held a peace con- that the N. E. C. was "left"; it

ference with one faction (old always vreferred to it as the
guard) and did not even ask the "militant" N.E.C. We always knew
other faction *to participate in of course that the presont N.E.C.
the conforence, mneither  were is, in its maja iIty,neither left
they asked to sign the pecce nor militant, none of us was 8o
agreements The militant menmbers blind as to think that Dan Hoan,
of the N.E.C. had voted against or Hoopes, or Grahom are left
the peace apgreerent. The result wingers. Conditions in the par-
is that we have peace now between ty were such, however, that the

the N.E.C. and tho New York Stote tiilitants had to claim the N.E.C.
Coumittee, but not between the as their own, stand behind 1it,
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fight for 1t, defend all its mis~
takes and incongrulities, bearing
responsibility for it -~ and all
the time knowing that we arec
fighting a battle which 1is-not
ours, and that this unnatural al-
liance puts us in a false and
often ridiculous position. The
reason for this, of course, was
that the N.E.C. had been elected
on a program which was ecmsidered
to the left of the party's prev-

ious program and the N.E.C. was
identified with the new pr&grane.
At last this unnatural alliance
is broken. The majority of the
N.E.C. nade its stand clear. Now
we have no uore obligations to
the N. E. Ce than Louls Walduman
has. The way is clear for a left
wing now; let us waste no tine
and take up the difficult task
at once. It will be hard work,
but it will pay in the end.

MILITANCY COMES OF AGE IN THE YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIALIST LEAGUE

By Melos Most

"Left Tendency Dominates Soci-
alist Youtht Congress" was the
headline wused 1iIn the Soclalist
Call to describe the Pittsburgh
convention of the Young People's
Socialist League. This was sur-
prising,to many. Most soclialists
had considored the Y P S L as &
left Socialist organization for
many yearsj;those who knew better
still wondered why a change in
control should be 8o candidly
headlined.

The answer to both lies in the
history of the League.

In its 1933 c¢onvention at Road-
ing the YPSL elected an aduinis-
tration of known Militant syupa-
thies and organizational ability.
But at Recading, rnuch as at De=-
trnoit, the issues were not clear-
ly defined. The new officers,
Dancis 'and MacDowell, ran the
League on the basis of a eonfused
type of "left" philosophy rarp=
ant in - and peculiar to - the
Anerican  Socialist  niovement.
Their two years in office re-
voaled the following:

l. Despite the fact that they
regarded both thewmseclves and the
neubership a8 leftT wing, tThey
considered the organization as
sowethingg apart Irom 1Ts nenbers,
and did not wanbt 1t to be "left'
as such within the rioveuente

Whon a group of left wing Sooci-
alist youth novements affiliated
to the Soclalist Youth Interna-
tional held an informal confer-
ence to discuss their prd lens,
one would have expected the YPSL
adrinlistration here to be at
least syupathetic. Instead, they
even went so far.as to send A
COMMUNIQUE TO THE SYI EXPRESSING
THEIR DISAPPROVAL OF THE CONFAB.

When Local Bridgeport of the
Socialist party expelled the YPSL
of that city -~ two circles naive
enough t believe that one should
sing the Internationale at soci-
alist neetings -~ did the Yipsel
NEC gilve them the encourageunent
they so badly needed at the tine?
Far from it; to show that it was
"absolutely fair" the N,E.C SUS-
PENDED THE BRIDGEPORT YPSL FOR




HAVING VIOLATED SOME TECHNICALITY
IN ITS DIFFICULTIES WITH THE
PARTY .

ind finally, when the New York
Leuguc was "locked out” for its
courageous stand in defense of
the moverient's national Integrity
Dancis and NaeDowell fougsht -
this time with the entire N E C
against them - to qualify the
League's support of its New York
section. In the face of the New
York party's unscrupulous tacties
they opposed a statement that the
city Loague had acted in accord
with ‘Socialist law and ethics.
In the face of -an 01ld Guard that
has fought since Eijhteen-Soune-
thing-Or-Other against a party-
controlled press - and is deing
s» even now in New Jersey ~ but
whigh came out in defense of the
sanctity of party orgens when 1t
hit home,Dancls clalmed that the
New York League had a richt to
eriticize but NOT TO WITHERAW
SUPPORT 'FROM 'HE NEW LEADER, @
¢laim the 014 Guard did hot even
noke. And when the mnembership
of the New York League was 1ln-
formed and allowed to express
its Ffeelings on what was (oing
on in the N E C, MacDowell - who
has never protested about the
party's making cconcessions o
its strong local sections - was
55 indignant that membership
pressure had been brought *to
beapr thet he wanted to resih as
netiosnal chairiiuas

2, Elouted by a teftward-puop-

with the Party N E C.

ing soLbhership in ssarch of lead-

orskip, whey wegarrded brit
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Srnoorn of tho administration.

Very little effort was made to
give the League a real tralning
in the "rovoluticnary Socialilsm
that both lesders and rank-ond-

file so fondly talkcd about. The
result was indescribable ideolo-
glcal confusion, in which some
elements found thelr way out of
the League and very few found
their way in.

Even the "left" moves that were
mnade, were nade purely as organ-
izational, never as educational
stecps. The problem of the ob-
structionisv right wing elements
in New York {(now in the Young So-
ciclist Alliance) weas dealt with
only in privete communications
to 'the city executive sccretary.
The McLevy case was to bo harndled
sizply by having the tvop leader-
ship lodge charges agalnst hinm
Questicns
such as these were never nede the
basis for eaqucational drives
ariory; the reubers, to teach them
to understand for themselves the
issues involved.

3. Thev Had no confidence in
Militant ©oslallgm as a neans of

oulldiig Tneo uicvenent. Whatever

They ¢ idéved of loft wing bheory
Thoy rerarced 15 as fat for in-

Ternal consiuption only.

They adopted the attitude that,
as Kantorgoviteh so aptly put 1%,
"we may. . diseuss capitalism  but
we rust not g0 inko- Seeialisu".
The . "Challenge ™, our official or-
gan, hod been tne perfect cen-
trist paper. In he naie of be-
inc a "propaganda organ” it has
withheld from the ocutside left-
wurd-moving messes of youth pre-
cisely the information they want
most and ask first about the
Soctialist youth movement. It has
not evon dealt with a question
lige Coumrmunism in its news col-
umns, & question which does, and
should, arouse the curiosity of
every newcower to the radical
rovenent. '



The philosophy underlying this crease its morale by internal

has been expressed by Dancls in propagonda. There was little
an article I the Young Soclalist real leadership. The one drilve
Review: "How can we expect work- that was undertaken, a national
ers and farmers to fight for mermbership drive, was inadequate-
Socialisu when they won't vote ly pushed. Financial policy was
for our program and candidates?” characterized Dby conservative

His solution to this all~-too-eas- cautiousness.
ily posed question was that our

emphasis should be almost solely Not a1l of this can be blamed
on organization as opposed *to on actual policy,but’ a good deal
theory. of it cane.

But Dancis forgot %hat - un- The fact remains that, with
like the early days of the social Dancis doing enough work for
democratic movements 1n Europe three people in the national of-

when the workers had nowhere else fice, THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
to turn - workers and farmers, LEAGUE DECREASED BY ALMOST 25%.

particularly young workers and Certainly the convention, which
farmers, may not want to follow should be a test of strength,was
a movement unless they know where poorly orgahlzed.

they are following 1t to.
A1l of this c¢an be put very

As a result the League has not neatly ~ in retrospect. The mem-
been in & position %bto recruilt bvers of the Young People's Soci-
propsrly among the awakened alist League, whether vaguely or
youth, nor to prevent them from articulately, do realize these
going Cormunist or even faseist, things, but they have only come
It has made a0 showing to speak to realize them very recently.
of against the Young Conmpunist Even in the New York League,
Leoague, 81l rationalizations %o whieh has been much more self~
the contrary notwithstanding. consclously Militant, we  have

ourselves Yeen guilty of not a
4, The administration did not few of the mistakes listed above.
appl Tts  Wilitant rinciples

organizationa ust as The realization of past mis-
not apply them to anything else. takes had been growing for the
Teague policy was extrerely unven- past year, But 1t came to the
Turesone. surface with a bang after the
Party N E C meeting, in New York

Militancy does mnot only 1in- the week bhefore the convention,
volve a theoretical outlook, 1t when the NEC's policy of "Mili-
must also mean an organization tancy in abstract" reached 1its

that is alive and kicxking.Donels logical climax: ocaplitulation.
was o crack organizational rou-
tine man, but he went no further The delegates at Pittsburgh
than thate. did not want to repeat the mis-
take of the Party at Detrolt.
The League did not expand in
scope, reorganize its weak fea~- First, they wanted a Militant
tures, conduct campalgns that leadersnip which would make no
1nvolved the membership, or in- Fones about taking a position on
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the questlons
movement.

confronting tho

Was this because they wanted a
"factional administration" which
would insure mechanical majority
domination within the League?
Emphatically not; the election
of tho new N E C has shown that
ovory effort will be made to in-
surc ninority viewpoints of rep-
rosentation.

But the Party NEC proved that
¥y a policy of "not taking sides"
a body of honest Soclalists was
brought to a point where 1t
could tolerate and coupromise
with elaments which have violated
the integrity of the moveuent.

The delegates at Pittsburgh
realized that AN ADMINISTRATION
WHICH DOES NOT ACT ON THE BASIS
OF PRINCIPLES WILL ACT ON THE
BASIS OF OPPORTUNISM AND POLITI-
CAL TRADING.

Second, they wanted a left wi%%

orfanizotion whiech would bo left
wing &S an organilzatlon.

Was this to muke the Leaguv an
organization which would hel)p
puild the left wing in the move-
mertt as a whole? Partlally, but
that was not uppermost 1ln the
minds of the delegates. |

With the Party NEC meeting had
corie the first full realization
that the Party was not under &

really left wing leadership, ard
might not be even after the Par-
ty's next convention.

These young people represented
the most active elements 1in the
movement, those who have been out
"organizing{ educating, and pro-
pagandizing" for Socialism. They,
more than other Socisalists, have
come in contact with tho masses
that are Dbeconing radicalized,
particularly the youth, among
whow the Cormunist influence and
the faseclst danger are greatesh,
and they have come to understand
that Socialisw without Militant
theory and policy to back 1t 1is
sterile.

They wanted a left wing organ-
ization not simply to build the
loft wing in the Socialist move-
nent, but TO BUILD THE MOVEMENT
TTSELF, AND DESTROY THE EXTERNAL
ENEMIES OF THE MOVEMENT.

Individual resolutions, indl-
vidual personalities, Wwgre sub-~
srainated to this great purpose.
The YPSL has elected a left wing
leadership as a left wing lead-
ership. It has chosen to bo &
left wing orgenization and %o be
left wing as an organization.

That is why we could openly,in
fact proudly, say, t the outside
workers, as wsll as to our com-
rades: ,"Left Tendency Douinates
Socialist Youth Congross.”
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THE YIPSEL CONVENTION

By Ernest Erber

The Eighth National Convention
of the Young People's Socialist
League will be remembered less
for what it accomplished than for
what it failed to do.

It is true that much of the
failure 1s due to the technical
arrangements,chiefly the lack of
time. The technical arrangements,
however, were themselves a re-~
flection of the political condi-
tion of the League. I do not here
nean the political view of those
who planned the convention. I
mean the prevalent attitude of
the majority of the most active
and leading comrades.

Before the League can feel pre-
pared adequately to fulfill the
tasks before 1t,it must givwe 1its
members a much more intensive ed-
ucation in Revolutionary Soclal-
ism than they have had until now
it must train the membership to
understand ard help develop an
organizational structure more
suited for the type of work the
League must carry on, and must
plan campaigns that will Involve
the whole membership in activity
and: through such activity aild
the political and organizational
development of the League. The
work of advanting the League on
these lines should have begun
with a pre~convention discussion
of these problems lasting at
least three months. The basis of
such discussion should have been
supplied by the NEC in the form
of an analysis of the work of
the League since the last con-
vention and a program, both the-
oretical and organizational,sub-
mitted as the basis of activity

for the next two years.

Without such preparation the
convention seemed of little im-
portance to the membership. They
looked upon it as necessary to
fulfill the obligations of the
constitution which called for a
conventlon every second year. A
large number seemed to have come
to meet old friends a merely for
a weeck~end vacation. That this
attitude was not more prevalent,
in view of the lack of prepara-
tion for the convention, speaks
well for the bilk of our member-
ship. This lack of preparation
was also responsible fa the vast
majority of the delegates coming

to the conventlon without any
knowledge of what the important
guestions to be decided weree.

Most of them received such in-
formation when 1t was whispered
to them upon their arrival that
some group is preparing to have
the convention adopt some propos-
al or other. This made it 4diffi-~
cult for any group to organize a
caucus on important issues. As a
result caucuses were organized
on vague tendencies and on pere
sonalities,

The flrst session, held on thne
morning of the 20th, was taken
up with routine matters, mostly
with the election of eight or
nine committees. So many of the
delegates were involved 1n com=~
nittee work that it was impossi-
ble to hold committee meetings
during sessions. The committees
therefore had barely time to or-
ganize thelr work before the af-
ternoon session began. The af~-
tefnoon session lasted until
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after 6 pme The delegates hast-
ily ate and scattered to the dif-
ferent caucuses, feoling that it
was there that a frank discussion

of the important problems they
were interested in would take
place. This resulted in having

important commttees meet hastlly
before the Sunday morning sesslon
to prepare their reports. One
can well imaglne the report of a
resolutions committee meeting un-
der these circumstances and pre-
paring a Statement of Principles,
resolutions on the International
Situation, the Soviet Union, the
Road to Power, Fasc¢ism, as well
as on & number of current ques-
tions such as the Herndon case.
An organization that determines
its political position and charts
its course of action in this way
cannot be considered prepared to
face the tasks involved in win-
ning the youth of the nation for
Socialisme.

To leave the preparation of
committee reports to such a hap-
hazard method 1s bad enough.
Worse was the distinction this
convention achieved 1n ad ourn-
ing without the adoption of a
'single resolution. And worst of
all is the attitude of those
"practical"™ comrades whe cynical-
1y regard this as an achlevement
to be proud of. Here indeed is
an example of near-sightedness
mistaken for practicality. These
"practical" people give adequate
testimony to their political ig-
norance when they refer to the
resolutions commlttee as the
"ot-air" committee. Were 1t not
for the high positions such com-
rades hold there would be no
need of taking them seriously.
The fact +that they hold these
positions 1is a good 1indication
of the distance the wembership
must bravel on the road of polit-

ical development.

The two matters that caused
the most debate were a majority
and minority report on the right
of members to issue statements
and periodicals refered to the
convention by the NE C, and 2
change in the constitution to
raise the age limit to 30 years.
The apparent similarity of the
minority and ma jority on the mat-
ter of statements confused many
delegates. The discussion re-
volved around whether it was more
democratic to 1limit discussion
of inner-League affairs to offi-
cial channels or to permit mem-
bers the right of issuing mater-
lal of their wwn. The adoption
of the. latter caused the minority
of the delegates to initiate a
referendun.

The discussion of the age limit
proposal was velled in all sorts
of arguments that evaded the
core of the matter. Daspite this
the majority of the delegates
looked upon it as a left versus
right wing fight and voted ac-
cordinglye. Those who voted for
it 1looked upon it as a move to
make the League the type of van-
guard organization the left wing
desired and to strengthen the
influence of the League in shap-
ing the policies of the Socilalist
movement to the left. Those who
voted against ralsing the age
1imit were skeptical about the
vanguard plan and loocked upon
the 1dea of the League's influ-
encing the political dovelopment
of the movement as "using the
League as a polltical football."
This matter has also been put to
a referendum after 1ts adoption
by a narrow majori ty.

What the political composition
of the new NEC is, 1is difficult



to say. Just as in the party the

definition of a left-winger is

not very clear., It will be nec-

esaary to walt for a decisive is-
sue, comparable to the question

the last N E C was faced with on

whot support 1t should give the

New York Yipsels Iin their fight

with the 014 Guard over the New

Leader resolutlion,before getting

an accurale picture of who's who.
The opposition 10 the candidacy

»f Winston Dancis far re-election

28 National Secretary was based

chiefly wupon the position he

took on the NEC during the &above

rentioned fight. The left wing

succeeded in electing Ben Fischer

by a majority of nine votes.

Despite all the shortcomings
of the convention,the fine spir-
it of the delegates and their re-
alization of tho need of improv-
ing the structure of the League
and thelr determination %o con-
centrate con this work gives one
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much to feel hopeful fore. With
the final desertion of basic
karxist fundamentals by the Com~
rmunist International the need
Tor a revolutionary youth orgen-
ization grows. The YaPaS.L. must
become a banner bearer of Revol-~
utionary Socialism penetrating
every youth organization with
1ts message and mobllizing youth
a%ainst war and fasecism and for
mighty campaigns for the econom-
ic demands of young peoplee. As
such an organization it can stop
the progress of the Young Commun-
ist League and dislodge it from
positions it acquired during the
years of soclalist inactivity.It
will be prepared +to cope with
the fascist gangs that will in-
evitably appear on the American
sceme awnd will play a leading
role in fighting them. With the
development of a mass infiuence
it will lead the youth of the na-
tion 1in opposition to the war
plans of American Imperialism.
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THE WORKERS® AMENDMENT AS AN ImMEDIATE DEMANL

By Albert Goldman

The decision of the Supreme
Court holding the National Indus-
trial Recovery Act unconstitu-
tional and thus bringing to an
end the various codes created 2
sufficiently deer stirring among
the laboring masses to Jjustify
a campalgn of explanation and a
program for the purpose of mobll-
izing the workers to guard what-
ever they had won by virtue of
some codes and to achieve furth-
er gainss

Reformist Veraus Revolutionary
Utilization of NRA Decislon

"Two lines of conduct were pos~

sible for a politieal party rep-
resenting the working class to
meet the situation arising out
of the declision. The decision
could be used as the spearhead
of a campaign to give Congress
the right which the Supreme Court
sald 1t did not possess. A work-
ing elass party utilizing the de-~
cision for that purpose would in
no way daifferentiate itself from
any liberal. group composed ¢f
people who conceived of the pos~
sibility of reforming capitalism
and making the lot of the work-
ing e¢lass tolerable under that
system. The demand to "liberal-
1ze" our constitutien to pernit




socinl legislation is not at all It was the duty of a revolu-
a demand peculiar to the working tionary party to point out that
class. Conclusive evidence of lesson to the workers and fur“h-
that fact is furnished by Roose- erwore to call upon thew to art
velt!s Iintimation that tho con- sn the basis of that lesson. 't
stitution wmust be amended to por- was necessary for the Socialiat
mit the Federal governument to party to call wupon the workers
legislate on those subjects cov- to organize and struggle anc

ered by the N.R.A. It is a de- achiecve by thelr struggle much
mond which all enlightened defen- wore than that which Roosevel?t
ders of tho present systeu sup- had given thewn through the NR A
port. The fact that all other as a sop.
capitalist countries have that
power shows how lttle that power The course which a party fol-
really means to the working class. lowed to meet the situation cre-
ated by the Supremec Court deci-
To follow the line of conduct sion determined whether that

indicated above would stamp a party was a soclalist party or a
working class politlcal party os liberal party, whother it was a
hopelessly opportunistic. revolutionary party or a reform-
ist party.

Another method to follow for
the purpose of utilizing the de- Political Action Includes
cision to educate the wmasses and Organized Strugglec
gain support for the Socialist
party 1s to show that the working Should we then neglect the po-
class cannot and dare not trust litical aspect of the declsion
a capitalist government to guard and urge thoe workers to confine
the 1interests of the working their efforts merely to economic
class and that 1t must rely on action? Should we cease all ef-
its own strength to achlieve and forts tu pass soclal legislation
retain the concessions wrested and concentrate on trade wunion

from the capitalist class. It activity? NOT AT ALL}
was a glorious opportunity to

bring home to the workers that To urge the workers to rely up-
what a capitalist governuent for on their own organized strength
one reason or another grants to docs not mean to neglect politi-
ther can be taken away very eas- cal action. It sinply means that
ily if reliance i1s placed In that even in questions of legislation
governtient but that which the the only roal force to roly upon
workers through thelr own strug- is the organized strongth of the
glos win for thewsolves and guard working class. To forget that
with their organized strength the c¢lass struggle plays the
cannot be taken away so easlly. douinant role hot only in trade

union activities but in all forms

of working class activities 1s

Could a six hour day or a min- to forget the A B C of sociallsu.
imur woge gailned by organized Assuue that the Suprewe Court has
struggle be declared unconstitu- the power to declaroc laws favor-
tional? Tho sluplest worker able to the worklng class uncon-
would understand the weaning of stitutional, it does nct et all
sueh & questlion. follow that the organized strug-



gle af the masses will have no

effect upon the c¢ourt. Assuiec
that the Supreme Court has no
such power, it does not follow

that without any organized strug-
gle any favorable legislation

will be passed. Of all factors

the organized struggle of the

working class is far and away the

mest important single one deter-

mining whether any concessions

will be obtained fromn the capit-

alist state.

But will it not be easier to
achieve favorable legislation if
we get the working class to strug-

gle and at the saue tine grant
congress the specific right +to
legislate on matters affecting

the condition of workers in indus-
try? Why not first clear the
ground, 8o Lo speak, by passing
the aunendment gilving tongress
that right and then wage a strug-
gle for socilal legislation? A
totally incorrect way of consid-~
ering the whole matter.

We Must Favor the Amenduent
but Only as Part of the
General Struggle

Let it be first of all under-
stood that it would be absurd to
carry on 4 campalign against such
an amenduent; no realistie revo-
lutionary socialist would oppose
the passing of such an amenduent.
The whole question revolves not
on whether the Soclalist partY
should favor  the "workers'"
anmendment bvt on the correctness
from a revolutionary point of
view of bringing o6ut this amend-
wmend as the center of a cawpaign
to meet the situation resulting
from the adverse decision with
reference to the N R A.

Reading the
one would Dbe

sociallst press,
justified in con-

cluding that the Socialist party
is of the opinion and so inforus
the workers that the solutiocn to
all their ilim.ediate problems and
the answer o0 the hostile atti-
tude of the court B8 the Hillquit
amenduient. To be convinced of
that it 1s nct necessary to read
the press published by the out-
and-out reforudists, the press
typified by the New Leader and
the Wisconsin Leader, but it is
sufficient to read an editorial
entitled "Judicial Hitlerisw" in
the Soclalist Cell, a weekly pub-
lished by the wmilltant group in
the perty. "There can only be
one answer to this dictatorship
of the judiciary," says this ed-
itorial. "It is: PASS THE HILL-
QUIT WORKERS' RIGHTS AMENDMENT t"
(capitals in original). If the
organ of the wmilitants contains
such sentiwents it can be iuag-
ined what the reformist press
contains.*(see note below)

THE INCORRECTNESS OF THE CAM~

PAIGN AROUND THE AMENDMENT CON-

SISTS NOT IN FAVORING THE AMEND-

MENT BUT IN MAKING IT APPEAR AS

THE ONLY THING NECESSARY TO SOLVE

THE PROBLEMS OF THE WORKING CLASS.

O G e S . e By - R g W, SW ) WP N AR R B e e G G R N A R o

#* In the 1issue of the
Socialist Call of July &7,. 198E,
appearing subsequent to the writ-
ing- of this article,an edlitorial
appeared which went a long way
to placing the Hillquit amendment

in its proper perspeetive. That
editorial clearly states that
"pevolutionary soeialists have
never believed that capitalism

can be abolished by a deries of
reforws that  will gradually
transfori: the capitalist systewm
into a svcialis® systom."

ooy
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What was necessary imuediately
after the N R A decision was to
emphasize the necessity.for org-
anization and struggle for such
imrediote demands as the thirty
hour week with an adequate mini-
mun wage, unemployment insurance
and the prevailinpg wage rate for
the unemployed on work relief.
And as part of the struggle for
these demands it would be neces~-
sary and correct to put forth the
constitutional amendment. It is
simply a question of emphasls
which makes one campailpn revolu-
tioncry and. correct and the oth-
or reformist and incorrect.

Foolish indesed would wé appear
before the working class were we
to take the definite attitude
that first we must have the con-
stitution anended and after that
we shall propose such dermands as
indicated above. And while no-
where In the Soclallst press does
this idea clearly appear, the na-
ture of the whole eampailgn would
tend to give that 1lmpression to
those workers who read our press.

Necessary to Destroy
Not to Create Illusions

Nor is the question of creat-
ing reformist 1llusions in the
minds of the wdarkeprs an unimport-
ant ocne. Gocdness knows they
have %oo many such illusions as
it is and the function of our
party is not to add to thew but
to attempt to destroy then. When
an imnediate dewand is put forth
we must take into consideration
the possibility of rallying the
working masses for a struggle
against the capitallst class and
its state around that demand; we
must also taks Into consideration
the consciousness of the masses
and the possibility of intensify-~
ing their class oconsciousness.

It ig not always easy tc judgs
exactly what kind of immediate
demand will best serve the pur-
pose of mcbilizing the workers
and in the struggle also destroy-
ing their 1llusions. One of the
tests of a revolutionary Marxist
is to formulate such demands and
not to hesitate to change them
if they are not in harmony with
the consciousness of the workers
at a particular time and if in-
stead of destroying they create
illusions.

Revolutionary socialists dif-
ferentiate themselves from the
reforuwists 1in their conception
of the state and the road to pow-
er. It 18 interesting to note
how enthusiastic the right-wing
socialists are about the amend-
ment. That swendment Marmonizes
g0 well with their whole coneep-
tion of gradualisw. First we'll
change- the constitution; then we
shall introduce one good law af-
ter anotherj;and one fine day the
workers will wake up pleasantly
surprised tov find themselves 1n
the niidst of & socialist world.

‘The fact that the reformists
also support a certain demand
does not of course make it obli-
gatory for the revolutionists to
rejeet such a dewand. As a mat-
ter of fact, it i1s the method in
which agitation for a dewnand 1is
carried out that distinguishes a
revolutionary Marxist from a grad-
ualist and not the demand itself
necessarily. The reformist wants
to achleve an immediate demand
without struggle and as one oOf
the nccessary steps to achieve
soeialisw without struggle. The
revolutionary Marxist wants to
achieve the dewand through strug-
gle, to mobilize and educate the
workers in the struggle as a step
towards the final struggle for
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pPoOwer .

We take 1t for granted that so-
cialism cannot be introduced Dby
a change of the constitution and
the ¢nactuent of one law after
another. We take it for granted
that the state is an instruuent
to serve and protect the inter-
eats of the capitalist class and
it is purc utoplanism to expect
that the working class can use
that instrument for the ushering
in of a socialist world. It is
the class struggle in 1ts mest
tense form that will decide what
class will have power and whether
a sadcialist worldwill be created.
The European capitalist countries
have no Supreme Court which can
nullify parliamentary legislation
and the working classes of those
countries will have mno easler
time to gain power and bulld so-
cialism than the working class
of this country.

Consequently in putting forth
a dewmand such as an awenduwent to
the constitution exceedingly
great care must be exercised not
to give the workers the idea that
socialism can be ushered in con~
stitutionally. Again it must be
repeated that it would be exceed-
ingly mechanieal to conclude, be-
cause of our conception of the
nature of the state and the road
to power, that we should be hos~
tile or even, indifferent to a
constitutional amendment. Socl-
alists have and nust always in-
terest themselves in the nature
of the capitalist state. They
must fight to have it deuccrate-
ized even from the point of view

of capitalist democracy. But in
that struggle we nust he con-
stantly tecaching the workers

that not capitalist democracy

and not the capitalist state

will bring us socialism but work-
ers! democracy and the workers!'

state.

Not a Workers! Amcndment

It nust be made clear .in our

general agitation in support of
the amenduent that we 4o not con-
gider it as the cure~all for the
ills of the working class. Frow
that point of wiew it is a griev-
ous mistake to call the amend-
mend the "Workers!" amenduent.
There is nothing about the amend-
nenfi waich contalng the speeciak
philcsophy of the working class.
Other sections of the population
the liberals in general,wlll un-
doubtedly favor some such amend-
ment. There is no threat in this
amendwent to the capitalist or-
der;there is nothing in 1t which
will be of peculiar benefit to
the. working class. All it does
is to grant congress the author-
ity to pass whatever laws 1t
deems fit dealing with the mat-
ters enumerated in the amendment.
This is not sufficient to justify
calling it the "workers'" amend~-
nient.
"workers!"  amendment
would be one that specifically
provides for the soclalization
of industry and a prohibition of
exploitation. That kind of an
"anenduwent”™ will not come as a
result of amending the constitu-
tion but of formulating a new
constitution after the workers
achieve power. All other"amend-
ments" will not help and in sup~
porting thew we rust not create
nore and grceater illusions.

A real
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b@f r\e we were financially prepared we decided to
(:) print the APPEAL instead of mimeographing it.
We did this because the difficulties of mimeographing threat-

ened the very sxistence of the APPEAL as &an effective organ
of revolutionary soclalism.

it can now be stated with a great deal of assurance that the
SOCIALIST APPEAL will become the center around which will
rally all the revolutionary forces within the Socialist party.
Its uncompromising attitude on all guestions of socialilst
prineiple, its devotion to revolutionasry karxism against both
reformism and Stalinisw have attracted to it the best elements
within our party.

The SOCIALIST APPEAL has been endorsed by the steering com-
mittee of the Socialist Call Institute hkeld at Boundbrook,
New Jersey. Thls of coursc practically makes it the official
inner-~party organ of the whole left wing movement.

Wrat in general is the purpose of the APPEAL?

- 1 To serve partly &s a bulletin for the left
wing of the Soclallst party.

2 To furnish a medium for the discusslion of
Al fferences of opinlon between revolutionary
socialists.

3 To edAucate the party membership in the
principles of revolutionary harxism.

But of course there is the inevlitable rub! The terribly dis-
tasteful but so deucedly necessary matter of finances. Thus
far the Purden has rested on few, very few comrades. They
will be unable to stand the strain much longer.

We are exceedingly modest 1in our requests;:

SUBSCRIBE FOR TWELVE ISSUES FOR FIFTY CENTS
OR FOR SIX ISSUES FOR TWENTY~FIVE CENTS

If you are able, willing and ready, send in
an additional half-~dollar so that we can send
copies to unemployed members and cover costs,

Send your subscription and donation to:
RIJDOLFH C. OLSON care SOCIALIST APPEAL
4219 Lincoln Avenue Chicago, Illinois






