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FINAL SDS CONVENTION?

Faction-ridden and impotent, crippled by lack of a working class
program, SDS limps on, its continued exlstence as a national organi-
zation looking ever more doubtful. That at least 1s the conclusion
we are forced to draw from the recent SDS national convention held in
Chicago over Christmas, 1970, which was poorly attended and tightly
controlled organizatiocnally by the Worker-Student Alliance and Pro- .
gressive Labor. The first SDS national convention since the split
convention of '69 (over a year ago), it exposed clearly the disastrous
consequences of PL-WSA' s bad politics and misleadership, .

Forced by membership pressure to finally call the conventlon,
the existing PL-WSA leadership could not avoid confronting two dis-
tinct  oppositional currents which 1t has tried to smother and ignore
for over a year--a large, heterogeneous rightward moving group of ex=-
WSA'ers and ex~PL'ers, and the left-wing Revolutlonary Marxist Caucus.
Any analysis of the new rightward movement in SDS must begin from the
basic point that these groups have emergsd directly because of the
failure of the PL-WSA leadership to provide a milifant and consistent-.
ly working class program for SDS,-as well as 1ts stupildly bureaucratic
handling of political opposition. _

The right wing forces, although comprising about 30% of the total
attendance (about 650 at most sessions, although registration was over
900), certainly a sizeable minority, were unable to agree on any com=
mon program except opposition to PL, and managed to discredit them-
selves thoroughly by thelr inabilify to handle the political issues

(continued on page 2)

DEMONSTRATE AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT! . - ‘

PROGRAM FOR THE Ex,ONOMlC CRISiS

The current economic crisis continues to deepen, Unemployment has
risen drastically, welfare cutbacks continue, whille inflation proceeds
unchecked. The bosses and their politiclans have no answer, except to
broaden thelr attacks on the union movement through anti-strike laws
and proposals for wage control. They claim they could stop inflation
if working people would "all be a little less plggy". They encourage
white workers to bellieve it is the black and Puerto Rican people's
efforts to find jobs and decent housing which are threatening their
own living standards. They continue thelr reign of terror and repres-
sion against the Black Panthers. They appeal to patriotism and anti-
communism, telling workers to support the Vietnam war which massacres
working people abroad while causing economic hardships for working
people at home.

But dissatisfaction with these so-called "answers" 1is rising.
-Many workers and students recognize that the Vietnamese peasants and
workers fighting for liberation are our allies, not our enemies. And
we know that the government's attacks on anti-war students, on black
militants like Angela Davis and the Panthers, on striking unionists,
on squatters fighting for decent housling for thelr families--these
are attacks on all working oeople and must be fought and defeated by
all of us.

The most powerful weapon which working people have is the streng-

th and militancy of their uniOﬂs. But tnese unions, controlled by a
‘ ' (continued on page ‘6)
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FINAL SDS CONVENTIONZ...(continued from page 1)
raised during the convention. The Revolutionary Marxist Caucus fought
consistently forits proletarian socialist program, emerging as the
only serious left alternative to the old leadership.

The Right Wing-~-Moralism, Liberal Guilt, Maolsm

The right wing, although forming a loocse coalition among them-—
selves during the convention, nevertheless actually represented two
distinct trends; one, a growing trend back to o0ld New Leftism~-the
swamp which can go no further than moral horror at burned bables. The
proponents of this guilt-ridden, reformist liberal orientation were
primarily the Rosoff group from NYC, the remnants of tne Hacks and
supporters in Chicago,; and The Midnight Special group from Wew Orleans,
The other trend was the newly emerged orthodox Maoilst Columbia-Barnard
'split from the WSA, which at least had the virtues of being more vocal,
better organized, and politically more consistent than the softer New
Leftists. Ed Clark, editor of The Midnight Special, former PLer, spe-
culated in endless rightwing caucuses on the advisabllity of splitting
from SDS entirely, and was only dissuaded then by the realizatlion that,
if the right wing split from SDS, since opposition to PL was the only
thing holding them loosely together, they would promptly fall apart.

. These right wingers declded to make their main fight on organizational,
mostly agenda points, since, as Rosoff polnted out, they obviously
couldn't agree among themselves ‘about anything else.

Clark Mgkes Hls Move--And Blows It

Ed Clark, 'well known crusader for democracy (particularly when
finding himself in a mincrity), whose pre-convention writings indica-
ted a desire to lead SDS back to the non-existent "good old days" of
participatory democracy, choze onlv two organizational points to fight
‘on: 1) that agenda.time slotted for mass leafleting be glven over to
political discussion, whic¢éh he capitulated on at the last minute, with-
drawing hils originally correct motion, which the RMC had supportzd,
and 2) a cynlical maneuver, obviously destined to fallure before a
clear WSA majority, to attempt to disqualify a WSA proposal., After
the fallure of both these proposals, The Midnight Special crew spent
most of lts remaining time at the convention sulkling in the back of
the hall. Upon returning to New Orleans, tney pronounced 3D3 dead and
washed their hands of 1t, thus continuing the avoldance of political
struggle which has been the hallmark of thils group since 1ts inception.
(see TMS, Feb. '71)

Some (Other Disasters

The Rosoff mini-<group was virtually ignored by the leadership,
while the similar Roger-Coffield tendency  from the West Coast was
conciliated with election to.the NIC--2an apparent indication that. PL
control over west coast SDS 1is slipplng. The Revolutionary People's
Caucus from Boston (who prior to the conventlion convened a motley
meeting of White Panthers, nationalists, hippies and ylppies, supposed-
ly to "free 3DS"; an explicitly anti-working class meeting which the
WSA and RMC walked out of), distingulshed itself by quoting that "great
revolutionary leader", Bernadette Dohrn, getting only derisive laughter
"and booing from the floor. After that debacle, the RPC also retreated,
maintainlng pristine silence (except for some heckling) on all politi-
cal questions, : o

Staying in SDS for basically opportunist reasons, these New Lefters
attempt to use the Worker-Student Alliance verblage with an entirely
different content,. chalienging the correct 3DS line of non-alliance
with liberals. Their utopian belief is that linking up SDS with any
and all organizations {(primarily campus), regardless of rotten politics,
will bulld SDS in some way. This demonstrates complete nalvete .con-
cerning political development--with such a strategy,; SDS would at best
beccome the left cover for liberal peclitics, and more probably, be com-
pletely lost within the morass of llberalism, The right wing cynically
covers up 1ts opportunist maneuvering by denylng that the basis for
political-alliance must be agreement on program. Sinking to the lowest
common denominator of anti-Nixonism is nothing more than a betrayal of
the left. We note that Gi Schafer, of New Orleans SDS, 1s sponsoring
the National Peace Action Coalltlon (another cne of those SWP-YSA.-3MC

(cont..-on pg.3)
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peace fronts) in the name of an Orleans SDS! ' This only a few months
after The Midnight Spectal denounced the YSA-SMC, proclaiming that
they -are "zeing. Leed as or are tools of the bosses...thev should be
glven the szme treatmernt:thst one would give-a cop." (TMS Dec.'70)..
Apparently The Midnight Special and/or New Orlesans SDS considars the
prover way to treat cops: Is to support their. actdonsl O?:is this a
new bplit in Tne Midﬁight gpecial g*oup’ T

~Columb1a-Barnard Maoists D

Sy The most 1mnortant of. the right wing oppositional groups 1s the
Columbia~Barnard: group.,  led by .former PLers and WSAers. Their Propo-,
sals:recelved the largest number of votes .of any of the oppositional :

..tendencies, PL-WSA'coritinually attempted to- conciliate this.group in

an ‘attempt to maintain organizational .céntrol of the New York reglon
.(a conciliation which later developments ‘show: haS not worked very well),

€olumbia-Barnard split from the WSA in the name of orthedox Maolsm; -a
development which points out most clearlty PL's unique position - of be=
ing neither fish nor fowl--a Stallnist tendency that would rather not

, talk.=bout ‘Stalin, an ex-Maoist sect: that refuses to define its dif--

ference with Maoc=-l.e,, .a; polluical tendency with no other base than:
empiricism. In .donning the mantle-of .orthodox Maoism and "serve-the—

. people’ism, Columbia-Barnard demands SDS support of the Black Panther

Party, an organization which calls the working class, both black:and
white, sell-outs to capitdlism and states ‘that the only revolutlonary
force in America is the lumpen proletariat, the "street people", whose
relation to the means of preductlon is non-existenu, therefore render-
ing them impotent in undertaking any struggle for power in this society.
While the Black Pantner Party and .other mlllitant orvanizations on the
left must be defended against the capitalist class's 'attempt to -smash
them, extending.thls defense to political support denies the central -

:role the working class must play in revolution, and paves the way for

the complete abandonmernt-of a working-class program. for 3DS, Never-

 tHeless, . Columbia-Barnard's criticlsm of PL's vulgar analysis of .the .

black question has some validity. Blacks are not merely more economi-
cally exploited than whites, but are-subject to dlrect political oppre-
ssion, such as pervasive police brutality against ghetto residents, as
well as the psychological oppresslon of living in a racist soclety..
However, it is around such .¢lass issues as unemployment that black

"workers can lead the entire class and thereby win white workers to op-

pce2 the extra-econdmlc aspects of black oppression.. Columbia-Barnard

_.has no gtrategy for fighting racism other than moralistic propaganda

that racism 1s bad. .
Columbla~Barnard's position on the Vietnam war has a similar
thrust. Rather than calling for the victory of the Vietnamese revolue
tion, as does the RMC, tiney "call for support of and victory to -the NLF,

the popular front of the Vietnamese Communist..Party, whose program .
calls for. the development of indlgenous.capitallism in Vietnam! Calle
ing for the political victory of such a program. means abandoning the
Vietnamese workers and peasants to exploitation by their own ruling
class, Considering that the Vietnamese national bourgeolsie 1s -one of
the most despilcable collections of war .profiteers, gangsuers, grafters,
shysters, gougers and pimps assembled in one- place since the overthrow

.of Chianz Kal-shek, .that is-not much of a reward for thirty odd years

of - ’ight ng. The Revolut;onarj lMarzist Caucug. is for the military

victery of the NLF and North Vietnamese'forces against the Amer*can

and South Vietnamese puppet troops. We would urge gerulne revolution-
ary soclalists to fight for the leadership of the Vietnamese masses
against the existing NLF leadership, while eombattling the imperialist
forces.. The principle -of actively supporting mass struggles while -
opnosing an opportunist leadership 1ls.the-ABC of. ravolutionary strategy.
On iInnumerable occasions, SLS members have _instinctively realized this,

.- Thus, SDS supported the. General Electric and General Motors. strikes,

.even when theae were . led by . liberal ferces,

despite the class traitor osennings. and Woodcock union leadersnips. 3SDS
members. have actively and correctly supported. studant ant+—war strihes,

PL's Rcsnons;bilﬁti_for This Mess -

- The defect ion of Co*unala—carnard and tJe 1oss of control by PL—
WSA of the N;Y, resgion- .15 one;of the. mos% sérious political gdefeats
which SD3 hszs sustaired, while.the ”SA controllisd .the national organi-

"zation. Ccliumbla-3arnard rankc with Harvard-Zsdcliffe as onz of the

.,
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FINAL SDS CONVEJTION?...{continued from page 3)

mc3t important chapters which SDS has had. The responsiovility for

this defeat lies squarely on the shoulders of PL=W3A and s directly
caused by the methodolegy and outleaok of PL. It 1s no accident that
211 the raocent splits from PL have bzen to thae right--Fraser, Papert
and the Labor Committee, Epton, and.Colw bia-garnard PL's "rapudia-
tion of the essentiai- theoret*ca¢ conceptions of Staiinism and Maolsme-
the popular front, the stage theory of revolutlon, tall-ending of black
nationalism--has no» teen based on an. historical and theoretical re-
assessment of the havoc wrougnt by Sthlinism in the world working class
movement , but an empirical response to the. bawkruptcy of ‘these doc=;
trines necessitatéd by the Viecncmese war and the rise of blaék-nat-
ionalism. (In addition, PL finds it difficult to move 1tself toithe
rignt, since the SWP-YSA has a2ffectively mononolized the old Stalin-
ist popular front positions.) In Justifying these moves PL can only
exonerate itself on the grounds of the particular situation or on'its
authority as the (self—nroclained) revolut*onary comnunist party. By
ettempting to build on social guilt, moralism, and empiricism, ‘the
three most obnoxious and defective characteribtics of the American
left, PL creates the conditions for 1ts own defeat and the continuous
splits to the right. The standard argument that failures ars the -’
result of "our own racism, male chauvinism, etc," is, of course, rou-
tine method which PL employs to explain the fallure of one or another
of 1ts opportunist gambits to demoralized WSA'ers while keeping the
authority of PL as "revolutionary communist party" (infallible guide)
intact. Rosoff and Rogers have had the ingenuity ‘to utilize -this
tactic from the right for thelr own, purposes. Once WSA'ers and PL'ers
begin to doudt, once they begin to realize CWSA and Challenge celling
doesn't work and is a lot of evew=zh, théy ares unable to bring these
criticisms to the party or WSA since the inherited Stalinizt authori-
tarianism brooks no opposition. To date they have either looked for

a new source of authority, i.e., back to Maoism, or retrecated into

New Leftism covered only by the fig leafl of velbal endorsement of

WSA. Without a clearly reasoned theoretical explanation for its break
with Stalinist theory, without an institution of real inner party demo-
cracy, and without a transitional orogram which bridges the gap between
- 'rutber mats' and the dictatorship o- theproletariat, PL is bound to
create within itself right wing splits and transmit the same process

to SDS.

On mhe Floor: Organizational llassles

PL=WSA has a hard time handling poWltica¢ cric*cism, SO gettiqg
proposals discussed was difficult as always. .The convention was orient=-
ed primarily towards endless pseudo-democratic workshops (where no
votes are . ever taiken on anything), mass-leafleting and demonstration-
building, a rat-troupe skit, and *he nacessary but time-consuming
election of officers. :

PL-WSA's general tactiz toward the rignt wing was attempted con-
ciliation. The Revolutionary Marxist Caucus received different treat-
ment., Political antagonlisms were intensifled by PL-WSA, which erupted
during the electlon proceedings into opern hostility and near violence, ,
The RMC ran candidates for all national positions, OCur first two can-
didates were booed, hissed and pelted with wads of raper during their
speeches by USAers. The third candidate reacted badly to this provo-
cation by making Irrelevant, dlstorted and personal criticisms of PL
and its leader, Milt Rosen, rather than insisting cn the correctness
of the RMC program. This weakness c¢isplayed ty the candldate was not
an accident; as part of hils continuing pclitical breakdown, he shortly
broke entirely away from RMC politics. '

Tempers were running sihort by the last day of the convention; PL-
WSA was able to 1lmpose a 30-oecond time limit on all RMC speakers, mak-
ing 1t :imrossible for us to present our proposals on women's liberation
and racism. In effectively sile ncing the RMC durlng the last daJ, the
leadership made itself more vulnerabls to the right wing, with whom 1t
found itself working against the RIMC., The right was quick to take ad-
vantage of thils by caliing for the election of arn additional ‘NIC mem-
ber. Thelr candidate was an ex-SIZer from Columbia~Barnard th ‘no
longer attended SL3 maetlings. He was duly elected. ¢

- We have rointed out before, and we repeat: These burezucratic
and unaecmocrLiic precedurss can only drive potentially radical students
{eont. on pw, £)
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FINAL SDS CONVENTION?...(continuedé from page 4)

away from 3DS. Trampling on minority rignts creates only hostility
anc anti-communist attitudes toward SLS,

he Left Opnosition: “he RMC Progran

Our general proposal for future SDS orientation and rork—-="rogram
for the Economic Crisis-~1s a transitiornal program designed to increase
The 1ntens.ity of ciass struggle in this country through conscious rad-
ical intervention--SDS posing demands related to the current concerns
of the working class; inflation, layoffs, lack of direct political =
power, etc. The RFMC proposed that SDS aglitate among the working class
with demands for strike action agalnst layoffs; a sliding scale of
hours and wages, 1.e., a shorter work week witn no loss in pay, pay
to be controlled by the cost of living; price control (without wage
control); expropriation of industry under workers' control (if Penn
Central can't make it, let the workers control it); and a workers'
party based on the rank and file of the trade unicns, a break with
the Democratic party. Such a program taken politically to the working
class as a way to implement their precent struggies for survival would
not only intensify the workers' struggles against the capitalist clasc,
but would discredit the misleadership of tihe trade unions, the sell-
out bureaucrats, among the rank and file.

The general proposal put forward by the WSA leadership was to
build a worker-student alliance on tne same general 'support' basis
that existed before the convention, wiich won a majority of the vote,
The proposal made no mention of any oirogram to implemernt working class
strugglies, but concentrated on the vague 'ally witkh' tactic that has
rendered SDG's working class orierntation ineffective in the past.

The programmatic polnts such as "30 for 40" adopted by FL (but not

SbE) and "End Raclst Unemployment" must be confronted head on as minor
improvements in PL's program which appear to, but ars actually insul-
ficient to, replace this basic method. The WSA denies, in effect, that
radical students can and must advance the class struggle through assiste-
ing the working class to achieve revoluticnary scclalist consciousness.

During the first part of the converntion, the RMC was forced once
again to fight for the basic democratic rizht of proportional repres-
entation on the nanels, a fight which won the RIC a speaker on only
the wonen's liberation panzl, The guestion of the opnression of wom-
en has been an extremely conflusing one for 3SDE, ever since the topilce
first came up for Giscussion at the December 1962 Mew Haven Conference.
That conference fourd PL-WSA endorsinz an anti-avortion line, for no
discernible resson apart from the grounds thet large numbers of the
working class are Cathollc and therefore opposed to abortion.

The problems of carrying out sucn a line while attemopting to win
radical students to SDS created a2 culca reversal--to part of the pro-
gram of the RMC, newly formed at that confzrencz., The sudden switch
was done empirically, with no thesoreticezl analysis of vomen's coppres-
slon, whicn allowed the PL-WSA leadership to continue {o refuse t¢o
recognize the central role of the family in the oppression of women--
vart of a pasic Harxist analysis. Rather, their pcosition remained that
tihe soclo-economic Institution of the [family could ke made into "a
fighting unit for socialism", #¥#With such a pro-fanily perspzctive, SDS
has had to concentrate on merely the aconomic aspects of wonen's ope-
pression, giving them an extremely crude approach to a central contra-
diction of caritalism. The SDE position can be summed up as "women
are oppressed because tirey are pald less, and they are pald less Le-
cause they are opnressed"--with the supra-natural agenecy of "male
chauvinism" as the prime mover bzshind t.e zircle., The RMC speaker on .
the panel emphasized the central rcle of tiae family as an agency of
oppression. The remily is arn economlc necessity under capitalisu as
it rrovicdes feor unpald, socially neceszary labor; further, it is a
orime agency for the internalization of oprression, teaching women to
seek the sole meaning of life ia their children and husband, for ex-
ample,. _

The main tihrust of tne RNC intervention on all guestions was the
attempt to bring about the Tundamental recognlition by SDS of its need
for an openly socialist perspeciive, nrogram, and internzl organiza-
a2l tondencies to fight for thelr programs.
Y

tion, open to all politic
SDS had tho regponsisiliity, ax tha only mass-cazad worlliirxg 2le
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FINAL SDS CONVENTION?...(continued from page 5)

oriented youth group in the country, to be the arena where young stu-
dant and working class revolutionaries can become conscious of thsir
tasks and test out their theories in political debate and practi:e.

In refusing to call itself socialist and work for a soclalist persoec-
tive, SDS has backpedalled 1tz role as the leadership of the ycutn -

_ movement, from which must come the next generation of polltical lsad-
ership for the class struggle in America. _ _ T

PROGRAM FOR THE ECONOMIC CRISIS...(continued from page 1)

conservative union bureaucracy which hates to antagonize supposed "fri-
ends of labor" politicians and the bosses themselves by strikes, have
traditionally limited themselves to defensive economic struggles,; nar-
rowly focused on the conditions in each industry, By such:sell-out
policies, the unions have cut themselves off from thelr poten‘ial ‘
allies among un-organized workers, welfare reciplents, ete. .who now
believe unionized workers are indifferent to thelr plight. They have
ovened themselves up to attacks from many dblack, Latin and women work-
ers who see the conservatized unlons as obstacles to their own strug-
gles for equality. The Black Panthers have gone so far as-to conclude
that any worker, black or white, who has a. job has been "bought. offy
by the bosses and can play no part in the struggle. Thils theory.is =
wrong, and we must oppose it, but -we must also recognlze. that it is :
the narrow "business unionism" of the bureaucrats and their refusal.

to undertake political struggles as well which has caused sections of
the oppressed to view the entire union movement with euspic*on. .

The organized workers have also been hurt-by the bureaucrats' .
conservative policies. Unemployment always hits the most oprressed
sections of the working class first: black and Latin workers, women'-
" workers, young workers and other low-skilled workers have the hardest
time finding & job and are the first to be laid off, These workars
have little sccilal power and often are not organized in unions ab all.
The bureaucratized union movement has mainly stood by passively while
preaching support to liberal politicians to "solve" the problem of un-
employment. But it should be obvious that such a pool of reserve la-
bor, forced to work for low wages when they can fird a job at all, 1is
a constant threat to the living standards of all workers, because the
boss (posing as a humanitarian, of course) can threaten any str xingq
worker with being replaced by somecne who 1s forced to work for iess.

And now, as the economic crisis deepens, more and mcre skilled
and unionized workers are being directly hift by unemnloyment. worke“s
who thought they were safe and secure--electronics workers, teachers,
alr-craft workers, even scientific techniclans--are finding themselves
thrown out of thelr Jobs. Even workers with many years' senlority are
no longer immune, Workers are finding out the nard way that no work-
er, who has nothing put his labor power to.sell to .a boss, will ever:.’
be "middle class", no matter how much monay he makes in good times.

The fake "leaders" of the union movement have shown they cannot
be counted on to fight for the workers' interests. 3y refusing to stru-
ggle for the interests of all workers-<black and white, women and men,
unorganized as well as union members--they allow the worxing class: to
be split up, fighting among itself for a bigger slice of the same eco-
nomic "pie". By refusing to struggle over political issues, they limit
the unions to a defensive war against the bosses' attacks, with each
partial gain constantly threatened by inflation, unemployment ana 4di-
rect unlon-busting. Specifically, the Vietnam war, which 1s at the
root of the current economic situation, directly reveals the buicau-
crats' treason., Milllons of U.S. workers oppose the war, for nolitl-"
cal as well as economic reasons. Yet AFL-CIO nead George Meany con-
tinues to be Nirxon's most blatant ally, while "progressive" union .
heads like David Livingston, Victor Gotbaum, and Leon Davls claim they.
oppose the war but delidberately resist all efforts to mobilize the
power of the unions themselves egainst 1t., They preach confidence in
the liberal politiclans whose fundamental aim-is to maintalin the sys-
tem, and 1n the middle-class antl-war movement which supports these
politicians. The war cannot be ended by thesz polltices, and it cannot

be ended by endless student demonstrations. Only the working elatz,
relying on its own strength (its power to stop precduction) anat o its
real eallies, not on the liberals, can realily cinnllensce tne Vi rnam

{eons. =2m ooy, 1)




7.
PROGRAM FOR THE ECONOMIC CRISIS...(continued from page 6)
warwand~tne-eys+em that p“oduced it,

To mount .8 real struggle avainst the economic crisls, the Vietnam
-war and the government's attacks on.militants all over the count )
the phony uniocon "leaders" must be thpown out and replaced by militant
rank-and-file control of the unions around-a program of ‘¢lass st uggle.
Many workers have formed caucuses insi de their unions and are struggl-
‘itig to implenient a militant strategy to fight for the .short-term and .
long-term intérests of all working pgople. We support these workers!
We demand
1. ControI Prices, Not Wa * mhe pOlicy of wage-price contrOl, being
pushed particularly by the " iberals, is a deadly serious threat.to the
workers? - right to fight thelr exploiters. Government control over "the
unions, coimpulsory arbitraticn, anti- strike laws must be opposed.” We
want to-fight inflation, -but at the bosses ' expense,.-with price con-,
trols on consumer goods; rent control free quality medical care, ete.

2.‘ For St"ikes Against Lavoffs; and a Sliding Scale of 'Wages and HourS°
‘Enough jobs could be created- 1nstantly if -he basic work week ‘were
shortened -with no. loss in pay. -This is clearly in the interests of

a2ll workers, who now compete among themselves for Jobs in a shrin¥ing
Job market. A sliding scale of wagés in relation ‘to the- cost of living
would safeguard the gains alreadJ won agalnst erosion by inflation. -

3. Exnropriation of Industry Uader WOrkers' Co1trol At the heart

of this soeclety's economic 1118 18 production for private profilt and
not ‘social use. We Peject the tdea of nationalization under the bosses'
control like 'in England, where bankrupt monopolies are the only in-
dustries nationalized, 50 that the worxers' taxes oaJ the oosses debts.

ﬁ.? For-'a Workers' Polltisal Paruy' mhe Damooratic anu Reoubli"an
.Partles 'stand more exposed and hated than ever, but workers, seeing
no .alternative, vote for the "lesser evil" or no :at all.  Clearly,
-workers. need a political party to represent their 1nterests, in wlicn
the. competing pollciles ‘of working-class leaders and misleaders. can be
argued and tested in practice. The nceds and interests of working
pecple cannot .be-won and protected by economic militancy -alone; we
need pOlitical aﬂt‘on by-the worKing class to flrht for wo"kers powe
5. End Government Repress*on. No U.S. worker can aflord to think
that the slaughter of ‘students at Kent State, or the- persecution of
Black Panthers and othér radical groups,; 1s rnot part of an attack on
all working people. The same troops which killed student protesters.
‘are.-used to break strikes; the same 2ops vho percecute ghetto residents
.also smash:- picket lines; tae same courts which "punisq“ ‘radicals will
fine.--and Jail strike leaders. No matter what our disagreements.with
them, we must defend Angela ‘Davis, tne Black Fanthers and Young: Jords,
terroristic radicals like .the .U,S. Weatkerwen o, the . Quebec .national-
lsts against the government repression and the racist cops.

By For Strikes Against ‘the Yar- Mill*ons of workers oppose the Viet-
nam’ war, -but the union fakers channel - this discontent into’ empty . state-
ments .and weekend demonstrations, “- Students all over the U.S. c¢losed
--down thelr schools after the Canbodia invasion--workers can do far

.. mere to’fight Nixon's war policles by closing down the factories them-
selves. "Anti-war workers should fight within their unions to have the
unions call-a one-day strife against the wal.

DEMONSTRATE AGAINST-UNENP OYNENE‘ SDS has called for a mass demonstra-
ticn fo snow the solidarily between students and 'workers'in fighting
unemployment. SDS 1s a . national organization of students who beileve
we miust build a worker=student alliance to fight against racism 1mpe.
1a11sm and male chauvinism. _

COME TO NPSdThGTOH MARCH 20'

- b - - ' Lefeno ‘Angeia Davis!
, 3€f°ld the - ranther 211 g
Defend Juan Fa rinas, soclalist draft orotestor'
Defand Fraser and Borgman, Rizzo frame-up vigtims! -
Defend Carol Graves, Don Hicmo‘a:, Fran« Plorito
and the Wewvark Teszg¢hero! :
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_To-the Young Soctalist Alliance-Student Mokiliazation Committeey

BRING WORKING CLASS POWER AGAINST THE WAR!

It is an absoclute necessity that anti-war militants learn the
proper lessons from the punpet South Vietnamese army's invasion of
Laos under the direction and protection of U,S8. military forces. It
is not only that the Vietnamese people have not achieved an iota of
self-determination under the Thieu~Ky dictatorship; as 1s well known,
the decision to. cross the Laotian border was. dictated by Nixon, who
held up the iInvasion for several days whlle he tested the domsstic
political climate and ascertalned whether the USSR and Chlina were in-
clined to do anything more than scream epithets., They weren't,of cour-
se, And, despite rhetoric to the contrary, it pointed up again that
the Yankee goal in Scoutheast Asia continues to be military victory over
North Vietnam, .

But it showed something more--<the lack of any domestlc response
to this new atrocity in Indochina, something unique over the past five
years, points up the virtual decimation of the anti-war movement in
the U.S. This process began in 1968 with the defectlon of the major-
ity of its ranks into the Eugene McCarthy 'peace' campalgn, and through
that straight back into the bourgeois Democratic Farty. For the pasé%
two years, the 'movement! has had largely a ritualistic character, as
it became manifestly obvious that the traditional SMC-directed semi-
annual peace crawls had absolutely no consequential impact on Admin-.
istration policy.

The SMC and the Cambodia Upsurge

At about this point in the argument the enraged YSA-SIC leader-
ship usually point to the disorders over Cambodia and related campus
massacres of last spring as a self-serving vindication of the vitality
of the anti-war movement., But these events--spontanecous and arising
indepencdently~-can in no way be confused with the SMC's "planned act-
ions"; if anything, the returned quiescence (even in the face of a new
invasion) points to the fundamental lack of any program coming from
the YSA-SIC leadership, save only more of the same mailntain-the-bloc-
with~the-liberals-at-any-cost brand of class collaboration.

A related@ and cynical argument which originates from YSA honcho
Pete Camejo is that no matter what the program of the movement, such
protests and demonstrations are "objectively anti-imperialist". This
is as nonsensical as the recent YSA contention that the Jackson State-
Kent State killings and attendant protests represented the "American
Student 1905" (if that is so, save us from the "American student 1917"!)
We recall the YSA made the same claim for the "defeat" of Johnson in
1968. Strange arguments for self-proclaimed Marxists, to confuse an
individual with his class program--that "defeat" brought us Richard
Nixon as Commander-in-Chlef and four more years of the Xennedy-Johnson-
Nixon Indochina doctrine! Ve would ask Comrade Camejo: Was the Ohio
National Guard belng "objJectively anti-imperialist" last spring when it
breathed new life into the anti-war struggle? If so, what else do you
have in mind for us?

~.» With increasing political and military swagger, the Nixon adminis-
tration widens the war in Indochina krowing full well the impotence of
the domestic anti-war movement to check the aggression. Only the de-
veloprment of a program based upon the working class with a perspective
of struggle aimed at the bourgeoisie and thelr lackeys, the union bur-
eaucrats, and linked to the other social issues can bring an end to
the spector of endless imperialist war! '

1,

WEST COAST RMC REPORT:

CALIFORNIA44San Franciscd State SDS has taken on a totally new charac-
teri  Progressive Labor has lost control of the chapter, which 1s rap-
1dly mbving towards the positions of the Revolutionary Marxist Caucus,

. After thd 5DS National Convention in Chicago, SDSers came home
féeling disgruntled and dissatisfied., At the first meeting following
the convention, dissatisfied people listed several organizational points
on which they objected, amcng them PL's dominance and control of the
convention and especlally the rally and Zemonstration, as well as in-
stances where PL members had over:axtended the cravter's finances by
pledging impossible sums of money to the Natlonal deadquerters. The
(cort. on ne. 3)




9.
WEST COAST RMC REPORT;..(continued from oage 8)

independents concluded that PL has oeen d*shonest 1n 1ts relations
with 8PS, stemmirg from a lack of faith in -the rank and file SDSer,
This 1s true to an extent; however, the’ indevendents raising these
grievances failed to point out the real implications of these acts.
They dealti witn political problems in an-organizational instead of
political ‘way. VYes, PL iz manipulative  and undemocratic, but the
reason$ why are more than & lack of faitih in veople; they stem from
PL's”lncorrect poll*ics; from PL's rcots in Stalinism, 3DSers must
come to .gfips with this reality and deal with PL in a political manner,

. 'At another more recent SDS meeting, independents in SDS pointed
out’ that thers is no political discussion in QD that PL attempts
to maintain SDS on a level of mindless activism and slogan shouting.
SDS programs and even leaflets and slogans aren't discussed for thelr
political content, a practice PL encourages. 7o allevliate this serious
weakness at S,F. State the independents proposed weekly political
discussion groups, open to all SDSers. to discuss such questions as
"Should SDS become a Socialist youth organization?", "Wnat is lational
Liberation?", "Do we defend all of the left against attack?", "What is
a.Labor Party and should we support 1t?", "What are transitional de=-
mands°“ "What. 1s Stalinism and what is Trotskyism and how are they
oppaOs ed to each other?m. The PLers countersd this with a motion to
discuss such issues as "Where to have the unemployment demonstration?”,
"Why have an anti-J ensen campaign?”, etc. The RMC voted for the inde-
pendents' motion, which passed 9 to 8.

The latest SDS meeting clarified the real political differences
with PL in SDS. The meeting was called to discuss the "Smash Racist
Unemployment" demonstration pianned for March 2C. The independents
feit that unemployment should be more directly linked to the war and
imperialism and workers' struggles in other countries. PL supported
the demonstration -as<it was, with the additional slogan, "For Pre-
ferential Hiring of Blacks, Chicanos and Asians.". The Revolutionary
Marxist Caucus 1s opposed to that slogan, because preferential hiring
in fact works against the interests of the working class. It creates
divisions and compctiveness ameng black and white workers, as white
workers feel their jobs are threatened. The ruling clsss uses pre-
ferential hiring to -create divisions in the working clase, i.e. the
Philadelphia Plan. Th2 sam2 consequences would result if PL wen their
demand under this system.’ ‘The independents also pointed out hew the
slogan "Fight Racist Unemplovment" was misleading, incorrect and had
the same drawbacks as the prcferential hiring demand. The RMC support-
ed the basic thrust of the indepeudent's motions, but added the ..
transitiornal demands "30 for 40" (shorting the work week with no loss
" in pay, thus crea ing more Jjobs to.end unenoloyment; and " trikes
Against Layoffs." _

A dangerous tendency ranpant among the indeperidents is to say ,
"We're in the majority now, so let's kick PL out...we voted out their
ideas and now they serve no constructive function in SDS." The RMC
opposes attempts by any groups 'in SDS to exclude or deny minority
rights to-any tendency within SD3! We belleve that only from full and
open political discussion can differences be resolved and people won
to correct politics Political differences cannot be dealt with Ly
organizational manuevaring or exclusions as RYM and PL bota have done
in the past. Bad political ideas must te beaten through onen po‘iti-
cal discussion or they will crop up agaln.

Lesley Cohen, S.F. State S8DS, PMC, Spartacist

LETTERS: (The RHC Newsletter welcomes letlers, critieisms and commentes
from iis readers. ile uzZZ print as many as we ave rocm for.- Corres-
tion: In the last letter .column, we incorrectly identified as Mg
candidate member of PL" a cemrade wno was irn fact ozlJ a member of PL's
Challenge seZZLna coZZectzae )

..San Diero, California

’ 9 Jan, 1971
Dear Cqmrades:

ily first contact with RMC came at a »ezional YSA conference in
Boston last spring. At thet tine I Yrad been in SHC for about six :
months but Lhad btecone D”oﬂzess*vely dizenchanted with the organization.
Ycur anale*s oft Sifc {"T::e Four Unprincinlss of SiIC")--and suosequent
articlss in = '“"“‘isu——d ¢ontzh to acdd poliltical clarity to my feel-
ings of frustraticly, witieh eventually led me to abandon SiIC and jein
{zent., en or, 10)
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TROTSKYISM BOGGLES THE MAOIST MIND (cont. from pg. 11)...

people have to uﬁderstand nothing.

The Maothink attitude toward history would lead us to suspect that
they may soon discover the value of the "Protocols of the Elders of
Zion" 1n exposing reacticnary Zionism. Or maybe Lenin was a German

Spyo .o

Re sexism: Do the Maocists condemn it when attitudes of sexual
oppression are propounded under an "anti-imperialist" label? Or are
the Black Panthers, for example, exempt in this regard? Do the Maolsts
oppose the brutal treatment of homosexuals in Cuba and elsewhere? Do
Chinese women have the right to declde the question of abortion what-
ever the bureaucracy's attitude of the moment°

Labor Party: We "have- no understanding of where the American
worker 1s at today." Seems obvious that where he is "at®" is bourgeois
parties-and bourgeois ideology; where he is not "at" is awareness of
. his need to have his own party to fight the capitalist parties. - The
Macists (and PL). would have him stay there until he maglcally 1s swept
from his oppressor's parties into revolutionary consclousness with no
erxperience of fighting for militant class politics in his own organi-
zation. This is partly wishful thinking: if things did happen that
way, the Maolsts would have the sort of politically inexperienced work-
ing class which they could lead in the Cna¢rman way.

The first responsibil‘ties of a revolutionary are to learn to
think and to tell the truth., The comrades Maoists raise ignorance to.
principle ("esoterica," recent history's "musty pages" etc.). Com-
pounding their appeal to lgnorance with murderous impulses ("they will
be offed!") they fully qualify for Trotsky's description of Stalinism
as -"the syphilis of the workers'movement, o Co

LETTZRS -(cont. from pg. 9)
SPS when I moved from Boston to San Diego, ‘ _

Many peonle in SUS were not happy with‘the San Jose "national ac-
tion", and a siczeable group eventually split and is attemnting to form
a new group, so far appnarently dominated by Revolutiorary Dnloq peiitics.
As SDS membership has dropred to about ‘15, other political activity
on campus has reachsd 3 low edb also...1liberal groups such as SHC are
virtually non-existent,

*In any case, tie.nsed for theoretical discussion lesading to a
(socialist) Dolitita- program has beceme rather obvious to a number of
us who-still remain in 8DS. I find myself in agreenent uith the RMC
that the main focus of SD5 should be intervention in off-campus soclal
struggles witih a proletarian political program.” Fraternally,

. o : Jon B. {(UCSD-SDS)

RMC RHGIONAL ADDRESSES:

WLST COAST: .o N ENGLAND:
RifC, ¢/o Lesley Conen SR RUC, c¢/o Grenzebach
376a Dolores - . 272 "Schosl St.
-San, Franciscoy Callf. 94110 Waltham, Mass. 02154
SOUTiH: . - . .. MIDWEST:
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TROTSXYISM BOGGLES THE MAOIST MIND (cont. from pg. 12).....

consclousness. Upon whom must the Maoists rely for sapport in keeping
SDS free from the revolutionary socialism which draws in 1ts wake the
taint. of Trotskylsm with 1ts "milllions of esoteric questions" (Indon-
2sia and China, for example)? Obviously upon the .non-soclalists (the
ignorant)--and their natyral leaders, the anti-socialists (the princip-
led),

The policy of defeating Trotskyism by undercutting its SOCLaliSt
foundation is no unusual plece of right-Maoist anti-communism. Pro-
gressive Labor still opposes the demand for &n openly. soclalist stu=-
dent movement, while at the same time endlessly proclaiming PL's "rev-
olutionary communism.". Perhaps they regard any explicitly socialist
consciousness outslde of PL itself as a threat to the hegemony of the
Party; for an organization which Las reversed itself on major questions
in as short a time as PL has, their fears of outside competition-on
their own socialist ground. are of course fully Jjustified. In any case,
the Maoist opposition has learned much from its experience 1n. and aro=
und PL, among other things the tactlc of the "Bloc of Lowered Consclous-
ness" by which self-proclaimed communists bloc with declared anti-
communists to defeat revolutionary criticism from the left. PL 1s
more "Trotskyist™ than itg orthodox Maolst opposition in that it has
empirically recoliled from the class betrayals toward which thelr earl-
jep positions, especially on nationalism, have led them, A systematic
understanding of thaeilr admittedly lousy positions does of course lead
straight toward Trotskyism, a direction which they can resist only by -
systematic anti-theory and enthuslasm-mongering. But the confusion 1is
there; PL has been knocked off its Stalinist-Maoist bade, ard they -
find their unavoldable episodic cleoseness to.the SL-RMC exquisitely
embarrassing, Those most embarrassed, of course, have fled back to Map=-
thought and classless serve-the-people rhetoric ror'which PL's Worker-.
Student Alliance role prepared them, PL 18 of course not so6 stupid as
to admit their fears that explicit socialism on the part of SDS will
make the job of the Trotskylists easler.

The contenticn that "socialist groups don't exist in the abstract”
~=1.e,, there are different conceptions with different practical impli-
cations which must be sorted out in political struggle--is correct, '
What neither PL nor its right-wing opponents mention is that a non-
socialist organigzation doesn't exist in the abstract, either, It faces
continually the cholce of concrete bourgeols policiles, randon confused
policles, or hidden socialist policles. Presumably the latter is what
PL and its opponents desire; but hidden socialism i1s a fraglle thing:
to defond~-prestmably by organizational means--against the all-perva-
sive onslaught of bourgeois ideology. Plenty of liberals know how to
harvegt the organizing work of those radicals who resist the step from
essentlally protest politlcs {anti-racism, anti-sexism, etc,) co a
unifying sociallist consciousneas,.

Some of the more 1mbec111c charges in the leaflet deserve some
attention, All issues of Spartscist are available, becausé 1¢ has.no
positions it has dumped or begom= asnamed of, We dery phrase=mongering
idiots, Maoist or otherwise, to find cne word of condemnation of the
struggle against 1mper1al¢sm by the Indoneslians or anybody else, One
will find plenty of condemnation of the policies of no struggle, of
alliance with imperialism and its agents (such as the gangs%er Sukarno)
imp:sed by privileged political elites (including the Chinese) which
agaln and again have turned the masses of revolutionary fighters over
to their enemies to be butchered. Ve do not condemn our "Indonesian
sisters and brothers™ for being murdered. We condemn the leaders who
ordered them to stand defenseless before the reactionary slaughers; the
authors of that policy, Mao and Aidit, are not our "sisters and brce-
$hers"™, Our "sisters and brothers" were the German worke~es_and Come
munists crushed by lHitler, aot Stalln and his henchmen who did not let
them flre a shot in their own defense. We didn't like the Hitler-
Stalin deal either--presumably an 1n8tance of opposition to-the anti-
fascist struggle! Of poor fly-blown Algeria, sold back to imperialism
by thelr "revolutionary" "leaders" after years.of bloody struggle, we
rieed say nothing. The 1ist goes on. We supported the Japanese 1in
China (according to Mao) in the same degree .that Lenin was a German
agent (according to the Mensheviks, et al,) and that we and virtually
alllth§ 0ld Bolsheviks spied for Hitler and the Mikado (according to
Stalin).

In other words, some people never learn and abuse whatever right
(cont. on pg. 10)
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TROTSKYISM BOGGLES THE MAOIST MIND - -
(A reply to the Mao Tsetung Thought Collective)

The untitled leaflet Qistributed at an Il;inois campus by the

"Mao Tsetung Thought Collectiye" represents more than evident preoccu=-

pation with the Spartaclst Lﬁague ang Revolutionarj larxist Caucus by
some Maoists on'a campus where, so far' as-we know, we enjoy no parti-
cular influence.  The thinking expressed in the leaflet is tyo%cal of
a number of. groups which have split away from the Progressive Labor -
Party and its WSA~dominated SDS chapteérs. Thne leafiet is a_good ex-
ample of why revolutiocnary Marxists .ccntinue’ to. analyze and condemn
the Stalinist betrayals of past decades, since without an ‘awareness of
Stalinism's historical-role, would-be revolutionaries will continue to

_be duped and ruined by the. sort of Moscow trials< stVIe no—think ex-

pressed.in:the Maospeak of this leaflét., Admittediy it 1s unusually

vulgar,:hut it should be useful to those whosé maln experience with

Trotsky-balting has come from the simult&neously more sophisticated
and more confused supporters of PL. _

. "For people accustomed to the Thought of Chairman Mao (perhaps ear-
lier attempting to digest the Thought of Milt Rosen) the pages of
Spartacist must be very difficult reading indeed. But if our Comrades
Maoists find a Trotskylst theoretical organ negative and "esoteric",
they had better drop the pretence of familiarity with Lenin's work.

The writings of Lenin and all the important Bolsheviks (most of them
"offed" by our Collective's earlier co-thinkers) are mostly long,
bitter, tightly reasoned attacks on all varieties of enemles of revolu-
tionary Marxism. --To paraphrase the leaflet, Lenin's struggle was with
other organizatlons, not .with 1mper1alism and Tsarism. Then as now the
burning questlon was not primarily of cataloguin the ;evils of .imper-
ialism, but, unoerstanding tham and how to smash them. The Maoists do
not of course attack Lenin for his '"sectarianism® as his enemles of

the time did. Even the rotten Communist Parties (are we destructive .-
in denouncing them, too, Cdes. Maolsts?).cover-:thelr betrayals by ver=-
bal reversnce for .the names of Marx and Lenin, Far easier to attack
Trotsky and his followers wno, unlike Lenin, ilved to be hounded and
killed by the usurpers of Bolshevism's revolutionary mantle... The .class
traitors of Lenin's time attempted to use Marx against Lenin in the.
same way that today's bogus Marxlsts attempt to invoke a betrayed,
hollow "Leninism" against the modern continuation of Leninism's uncon-
promising revolutionary essence--Trotsky*sm. o .

* The Maoists' leaflet 1mplies throughout that the Trotskylsts have
inflicted actual damage on the broad anti- imper1a41st anti-fascist, .
etec., movement.. Simple annoyance of other scectlons of the radical mo-
vement would not:seem to warrant the ovprobrium they:-lavish on us.
Well-=did the Trocskyists smash up SDS in June of '69 or create either
Progressive Labor's misleadership or the right-wing, th;rd-worldist
opposition to it? ‘Was it Trotskyvists which forced the Epton. group’

. away from PL? Did Trotskyist eritlcism put thé Panthers in their

present disarray, or is that the responsibility of the Panthers them-
selves, depending on a combination of terror and glamor to mainta*n ‘
their organization and win sympathy? Uncritical enthusiasm for the .
Panthers has been ohe of the few unifying factors: for the Third-World,
New Leftish hero-worshippers. Now no pne seems to know who the real
Panthers are, or which side to take 1in a2 faction fight dominated by
political unclarity and personal vilifTication. The Panthers' current
crisis demon3trates” again {or for the first time to those not belleving
in history) the lnherent weaknesses of an organization bullt upon a
left-wing gang ethos. We will.not be-surprised, of course, if one
anti-Trotskyist faction of the Panthers denounces a oolitically equiva-

“lent rival faction as "Trotskyist" .and even wins a number of liberals

and confused radicals to its slde until another fad comes along. We
ask of both the Panthers and thelr enthuslasts: wlll one anti-Trotsky-
ist wing of the Panthers now deserve to be rubtbed cut by the other for
their "countérrevolutionary Trotskyism"?

‘Ironically) vet logically,.tne Maoists'attitude toward conscious
socialism 1s akin to thelr hatred for Trotskyism: at least for the, .
student movement, both are held to be divisive, anti-strug le, faction-

.alist influences. The leaflet maintains that in an openly socilalist
‘student organization the fpartacist and their supporters will excel in
winning reople to their "esatgrica. - The writers understand that
Trotslylsm 1s moit sucgessful whare there 1s socialist consclousness.

They arc right., It .15 not encugh for them tco exslude (off?) the "Sparts"?
They ot 2log it nave the medlun in which they ftarive--spcialist--
- c - {egnt, on =-, 41"
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THE MAOIST STRAIN OF SYPHILIS

IN THE WORKERS' MOVEMENT

This boxed leaflet was fecently distribu;ed by the Mao Tsetung
Thought Collective (Chicago). RMC reply beglnning cn pagel2,

The Spartacist League has a short and inglorious history~1n_the
American left, Essentially the Spartaclists have done absolutely
nothing to bulld the left in this country. 1In fact, they have'bui}p
no struggles agalnst imperialism anyplace! They represent a pro; '
imperialist ‘line and try to cover it over with pages of "Marxist
rhetoric, Their newspaper reads llke the Natlional Enquirer of the -~
left; "exposing" other left groups and carrying on esoteric debates.
To analyze what the Sparts say there is nothing gocod happening on
the left, organizations are beling sold out, a labor party 1s not be-
ing buillt {(see below), only a few struggles are being carried;out
and none of those are any good.

When evaluating an organlzation one must look at its history,
its theory, and its program, The history of the Sparts is one of
factionalizing, raising secondary questions into primary,onei ang _
trying to destroy other organizations; 1.e. New School SDS, hempnis
SDS, NCCEWVN and others. Thelr struggles are with other organiza- ..
tions not against US capitalism., Their practice, in other words, is

nothing!

Thelr theory is based on Trotsky. Trotsky, denounced by Lenin’
(for examples see V,20-22 of Collected Works especlally arguments
against national chauvinists and V,9 of Selected Works among others)
and a major adversary of revolution in Russia. Trotsky does not,
however, occupy a major portion of Lenlin's polemics because, like
the followers of Trotsky since, his influence on the revolutionary
movement was almost nil. Trotskylsm has never played a good role in
any antl-imperlalist struggle; they have been on the wrong side of
every revolutlionary movement. They have opposed every revolution
since 1917 and attack every revolutionary country; they opposed the
struggle against fascism in WW2; they even supported the Japanese in
China because Japan would raise the level of productive forces (Sel-
ected Works of Mao Tsetung, V.3,p.221). The list could go on and on
about Trotsky's line and the sellouts of the people by his followers.

The Spartacist program is to build a labor party. They have no
understanding of where the American worker is at today; their pro-
gram means we should spend our time winning workers to a new type of
reformism instead of revolution. In the student movement their line
is to make SDS a "soclalist" student group. While this sounds good
what does it mean in practice? What demands will we organize around?
What 1s our long range strategy? Will we become & Leninist party
without the workers or will we look to anotherp party for political
leadership? 1In other words will we become another YSA except with a
more militant cover and Spartacist as the "adult" group? We think
it becomes more clear what the Spart demand for a socialist youth
group means in practlse--only that SDS will become subservient to
Spartacists! (or to PL which has essentially the sane politics)., Our
demands and our struggles will be the same--against sexism, racism
and imperialism whether we call ourselves socialist or not.

The soclalist student movement demand is Just a trap--socialist
groups don't exist in the abstract; we will be called on to take po=-
sitions on millions of esoteric questions: just the area where Spar-
tacist excells--esoterica., We will be called on to condemn our
Chinese comrades, our Indonesian sisters and brothers vlus many oth-
ers for mistakes they have already recognized and started to correct
plus others they never made., In other words we will spend all of
our time in the musty pages of the history of the left instead of
bullding the fight against US imperialism. It is true we must learn
from past experiences but the primary souree of knowledge 1is prag-.
tice and the primary way to evaluate theory 1s practice; the Sparts
learn nothing because they have no .practice and will lead SDS into
the same trap, of objectlvely supporting imperialism because we will
devote our time attacking all groups that are fighting with 1t as the
Sparts and PL do now. In the end Trotskyites of all shades will be
dealt with by the revolutlonary masses of the US as has happened in
every struggle agalnst imperialism and capitalism (i.e. Vietnam, Kor-
ea, China, Cuba, Algeria and many others)-they willl be offed! For now
we must end the bullshit and go out and smash imperialism and their
Trotskyite and other revisionist lackies,




