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Tories on Aden

HE Newsletter’s warning about the future policies of the
2 Wilson government were underlined by the performance of
the Labour iront bench in this week’s foreign affairs debate,

On every major issue the
Labour Party leaders trailed
behind the Tories, ranging from
Malaysia to the Sino-Soviet
dispute. Wilson and company
discussed world issues from the
same standpoint as the Tories—
the international need of British
capital,

As Dennis Healy, Labour
defence spokesman put it: ‘T
believe that the real justification
for the British military presence
in Asia, Africa and the Middle
East is that Britain can make an
indispensable contribution to
stability in all these great con-
tinenis,’

The meaning of this is being
made clear at this moment in
the Radfan mountains. Here,
Arab tribesmen and their fami-
lies are being bombed and
starved into submission because

they dare fo send a deputation-
into. Aden to. uppase the Soruf.h

Axabica. Federation,. . —

FOOTHOLDS

Like the Federation of Malay-
sia, this is just a method of
using reactionary native stooges
to disguise the fight for the last
British imperialist footholds.

Even that staid defender of
imperialism, ‘The Observer’,
was forced to admit that ‘the
miserable food suplies of the

Radfan villages are being

burned primarily to make

sure that we will have our

petrol a few pence cheaper.

Mr. Wilson wants to cover
naked colonialism with a con-
stitutional fig leaf. If he thinks
this is going to placate the
‘floating’ voter, he will be as
mistaken as Mr. Gaitskell was
on Suez,

Like the Attlee government of
1945 the Wilson administration
will continue to fulfil the mili-
tary and diplomatic require-
ments of the monopolies at
home and abroad.

CONSCRIPTION

Desmond Donnelly, the
Labourr MP who backed
German rearmament in 1953,
brought the real situation to
light when he stressed this
week that the policies created
by both Home and Wilson
will mean the reintroduction
‘.ofa- ﬁnn-i—ﬁ_-;m e :
No one from either side of
the House denied or answered
this all-important issue,

Trade union and mank and file
members of the Labour Party
should follow the lead of the
Young Socialists who declared
their opposition to such policies
at their conference last Baster.

Tan Mikardo’s belated refer-
ence to dissatisfaction in the
party with Wilson’s support for
the Aden war Is in no way a

- \uﬁﬂﬂ gﬁi‘“ m’ﬁ"

preparation for such opposition.

For the past two months his
own paper ‘Tribune’ has con-
tained precisely two sentences
which might be construed as
vaguely critical of the leadership
on this question.

The left must prepare for a
real fight against Wilson’s poli-
cies and reject all those who try
to hide the real issues behind
appeals for unity.

Abarca freed

FRANCISCO ABARCA, 25.

year-old ﬁthter against the
Franco regime in Spain, was
released from prison in Belgium
Jast week.

Eight months ago he was im-
prisoned after allegations were
made that he had been involved
in an afttempt to sabotage a
Spanish plane in Geneva.:

Abarca, who has continually
denied the allegations, faced an
extradition order.

The Newsletter has oonsmtbemﬂy

since he was jailed.

Senor A. Roa, secretary of the
National Confederation of Labour
of Spain in Exile this week sent a
letter to The Newsletter expressing
thanks for the work this paper
has done.

Although the right of asylum
has not yet been granted, said Roa,
and there are still many things to
be solved for Abarca, now ‘that
this ‘long and dangerous case is
over . . . may I take this oppor-
tunity to express thanks to you
and your readers’.

Price 4d.

Labour cover-up for

ISTORY reveals that 1e-

volutionary parties grow
not only through fusions but
also through severe internal
conflicts and splits.

The uitimate cause of all major
conflicts in the revolutionary
movement is the class struggle
and the flerce pressures gene-
rated by this struggle against the
revolutionary movement.

Thus faction struggles and splits,
whatever bourgeois pedants and
Stalinist philistines may say to
the contrary, perform a neces-
sary and vital function in help-
ing to cleanse the movement of
alien class forces and in temper-
ing it for revolutionary struggle.

The Lanka Sama Samaja Party of
Ceylon is no exception to this
universal rule. As Gerry Healy
points out on page 2, the split
in the LSSP has not only re-
vealed the squalid opportunism
of the right wing and the
centrists but it has at the same
time produced a new and hope-
ful pomtent of the future in the
new party —the revolutionary
section of the LSSP.

British Marxists who followed the
degeneration of the LSSP info a
reformist party will be neither
surprised nor disappointed at
the belated split. They will
give it wunqualified approval
because 1t is the most encourag-
ing event since the formation
of the LSSP in 1935 and its
affiliation to the Fourth Inter-
national in 1942,

For the Pabloite revisionists who
plaved wet-nurse to reformism
in the LSSP, the split has come
as a stunning shock and an
unexpected calamity.

For ten vears these centrist cretins
in Paris and Brussels boastfully
declared that they were sowing
dragon’s teeth in Ceylon. But
what did they in fact reap? A
harvest of timid centrist fleas
and chayvinist rats!

welcome
split?
The same Pabloite Executive and
Secretariat, which did not

hesitate to expel, in the most
bureaucratic fashiom, the majo-
rity of the British and French
sections in 1953 for prosecuting
the class struggle in their coun-
tries has niot uttered a word of
condemnation nor lifted a
finger to stop these rascals from
dishonouring  Trotskyism  in
Ceylon. Their silence on this
fissue speaks more eloquently

. than anything we could possibly
say.

The coalition in Ceylon is the
fulfillmentt of revisionist politics.
Having abandoned the struggle
for the revolutionary party and
having consequently deserted the
working class, Perera, Moone-
singhe and Goonewardene like
Millerand, MacDonald and
Nenni find themselves—literally
and metaphorically—in the pay
of the ruling dlass.

The capitalist press in Ceylon and
in Britain try to confound an
already confused situation by
calling these fakers ‘Marxists’
and “Trotskyists’.

They lie, of course, These people
are anything but ‘Marxists’ and
“Trotskyists’.

For those who might doubt this
we quote the following item
from the Ceylon ‘Daily News’

. (12/6/64).

‘The three LSSP ministers . . .
soon after the swearing-in
ceremony , . ., drove to Vidya-
tankara University (Buddhist
Educational Institute) to offer
flowers at the shrine there.

Need we say any more?

The leader of the extreme right
wing in the government has

described N. M. Perera’s entry
into the government as a ’com-
plete surrender’. He is right—
absoluely right,

As reported elsewhere Dr, Perera
has abandoned his own miser-
able programme in order to
adopt the garb of a fully fledged
Buddhist-Sinhalese chauvinist.

There can be no compromise with
these despicable traitors to the
working class.

That is why The Newsletter
welcomes without hesitation or
reservation the walk-out of the
minority and the formation of
the mew LSSP,

Inspired by the same great ideals
and united by the common bond
of intemnational working class
solidarity, we proudly salute the
action of our co-thinkers and
comrades in Ceylon and . pledge
full material and political sup-
potit to their struggles.

Lt the cenfrists and reformists
snigger. Their mirth will be as
short-lived as their wretched
coalition., Posternity will remem-
ber them only for their shame-
less renegacy and their cowardly
capitulaltion to the class enemy.

The stench of their putrefying
politics will certainly outlive
them.

If anything is to be learnt from
this crisis it is this:

Only those who break decisively
from international revisionism
can and will build a revolu-
tionary international.

The Trotskyists—the genuine re-
volutionists who have remained
loyal to the programme and
principles of Trotskyism in
Ceylon—are not alone. They
have millions of allies in Asia
and Europe.

Their struggle will be hard but
their viotory is certain.

Down with revisionism and oppor-
tuniso!

Long live the new Revolutionary
Lanka Sama Samaja Panty!

f

NEWSLETTER
SALES DRIVE

NEXT week, Thse Newsletter

will take a further step
towards becoming a ‘daily news-
paper.

Our readers know we aim to
do this within the next five
years. Next week The News-
letter’s format will: be enfarged
by two inches in depth. This,
along with increased costs in the
prinfing trade and other re-
quirements — more  colour and
pictures — will mean an inerease
in the price to 6d.

We are sure that our readers
will endorse this move by the
only Marxist weekly paper that
takes up the struggle of the
working class:

For the next four weeks we
will make the following special
offer to new subscribers.

Send in a three-month sub-
scription and receive your
Newsletter in the post at the
present rate of 7s. for 12 issues.

We are also launching a four
weeks’ sales drive to .increase
the circulation.

We appeal to . our present

F-subseribers and - redders-do-par=

ticipate in this drive. =

Get others to take out our
special mtroductory snbscriptlon
1mmedlately

Take copies into’ your factory,
office, trade umion branch or
university.

INCREASE YOUR ORDER
NOW AND HELP US ON

THE WAY TO THE DAILY.

secrietary,

International centre

GERRY HEALY, national secretary of the Socialist Labour
League, travelled to Colombo,
Congress, but he was refused entry to the proceedings.

Shortly before the conference, Healy approached the general
Leslie Goonewardene,
conveyed his request in writing, but when it was discussed at the
conference presidium, Pierre Frank, representative of the Pabloite
in Paris joined hands with the ocoalition
renegades and urged that Healy’s application be rejecied.

Healy was able to obtain reports of the Congress and on PAGE 2
this week we print thie first of his comments direct from Colombo
along with the main resolutions put forward at the Congress.

and requested admission.

Ceylon, to cover the LSSP

He

:

DR. N. M. PERERA, secretary of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party, has
completely capitulated to Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike’s capitalist Sri
Lanka Freedom Party following the formation of a coalition government

of Geylon between the two parties.
For the past two or three years Ceylon, with Mrs. Bandaranaike—and before that her
late husband—as Prime Minister, has been running into deep economic and social difficulties.

The stage was reached this
year where Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
party was in power, but had an
extremely slender majority in
Parliament.

In these circumstances she
urgently made known her views
on coalition with the ULF or
the LSSP. The other alterna-
tive was the resighation of the
government which most capi-
talists and bourgeois felt would
lead to some form of extremist
coup.

In recent months she made
overtures to Perera and his
party, which resulted in the
LSSP holding its special con-
ference on June 6 and 7, in the
New Town Hall, Colombo.

Resolutions

{The Newsletter sent Comrade
Gerry Healy, national secretary
of the Socialist Labour League,
to Ceylon to cover this import-
ant event.)

As was reported in last week’s
Newsletter and can be seen on
page 2 of this week’s issue, there

CP still

silent on

betrayed miners

INERS at the annual ‘Picnic’ of Northumberland pit
workers were warned last Saturday by Sidney Ford,
president of the National Union of Mineworkers that they
must accept the National Coal Board offer of 8s. 6d. increase
for day-wage men. This offer would leave some 200,000 under-
ground workers with less than £12 a week.

Ford, an ex-colliery clerk, is
a well-known right-winger and
his warning follows identical
speeches by Robens, boss of the
NCB, and Will Paynter, ‘Com-
munist’ secretary of the NUM.

The miners’ struggle against
closures and for decent wages
and conditions is, bound to
bring them up against all the
forces which 'Ford and

Paynter regard as so impreg-

nable.

INTERFERENCE

At the Northumberland gala,
Ford attacked the ‘Daily Wor-
ker’ for what he called ‘blatant
interferenice’ in the affairs of the
miners. It is interesting to look
at what the ‘Worker’ did say,
and especially at what it did not

say.
Afiter Paynter told Lancashire
miners to accept the Coal

Board’s offer on the grounds
that the industry could not
afford more, some Sunday
papers suggested that the Com-
munist Party had a change of
line. -

The ‘Daily Worker’ replied
editorially on Mmday, June 8,
that they were still in favour of
the full increase of 15s. first
demanded by the union.

However, the paper was

(Cont. back page, col. I)

Sunday
Telegraph

evades the 1issue

Below we print the reply to a
second letter sent by the editor
of The Newsletter M. Banda to
the ‘Sunday Telegraph’ which
appeared in last week’s News-
letter. The letter of Mr. Evans
we think speaks for itself.
Readers of The Newsletter are
assured that this is not the end
of the matter. We shall reserve
comment for a later date.

Anything we might say on the
methods and motives of the
‘Sunday Telegraph’ would be
superfluous at this stage.

Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter of

June 11, I would repeat that we
have complete confidence in Mr.
Gladstone Smith and in the
accuracy of our report. Con-
sideration has been given to your
request that this correspondence
should be published but I must
tell you that, in my view, it is
not suitable for publication. The
offensive and daro'gaxory nature of
your commernits and , in particular,

_your observations 1n the penulti-

mate paragraph to which I take

the strongest exception, renders

such a course quite impracticable.
Yours faithfully,

George Evans, News Editor,

were three main resolutions for
discussion: the Perera majority’s
call for coalition on a TEN-point
programme; the Centrist resolution
for a government of the United
Left Front (made up of the LSSP
the Communist Pamty and Mr.
Philip Gunawardene’s bourgeois

MEP party); and the left-wing
minority  resolution  opposing
coalition.

4
Walk-out

This wing walked out of the
conference singing the Interna-
tionale following the acceptance
of the majority resolution and has
since formed the LSSP (revolu-
tionary section) which is led by
Mr, Edmund Samarakkody.

Perera, a 59-year-old doctor of
Philosophy and Science, and. the
first LSSP MP accepled the
Ministry of Finance in the new
Bandaranaike Coalition Cabintt,
which was sworn in on June 11,
along with fellow capitulationists,
Mr, Anil Moonesinghe (Minister
of Communications) and Chol-
mondeley Goonewardene (Minister
of Public Works).

— Bala Tampoe and other leaders of

the LSSP revolutionary section
arriving at the conference.

Edmund Samarakkody is-
sued the following statement
afiter leading the walk-out at
the LSSP conference.

‘The decision of the reform-
ist majority of the LSSP to
enter into a coalition with the
capitalist SLFP government and
thereby to become an instru-
ment of the capitalist class in
Ceylon, constitutes a complete
violation of the basic prin-
ciples of Trotskyism on which
the revolutionary programme of
the party is based.

This degeneration is the
logical ounicome of the Parlia-
mentary reformist line which
the majority of the leadership
of the party has followed for
several years and the substitu-
tion of Parliamentary and
reformist struggle in place of
class struggle and revolutionary
perspectives, and the system-
atic recruitment of non-revolu-
tionary elements into the party
on that basis.

The revolutionaries of the
LSSP have, in this situation,
decided to organise themselves
on the basis of the party|
programme, They therefore
withdrew from the conference
and will hereafter function as-a
separate organisation under the
name of dhe Lanka Sama
Samaja Party (Revolutionary
Section)

In order to carry forward
the revolutionary struggle for
power, the LSSP revolutionary
section calls wpon all the
adherents and supporters of
the LSSP in the country to
rally round the revolutionary
banner which it refuses to sur-
render to the SLFP Govern-
ment and the capitalist class.’
(Signed) Edmund Samarakkody,

Secretary, Provisional
Committee of the LSSP
(Revolutionary Section)

Jume 7, 1964.

After some haggling the
LSSPers accepted a FOUR-
TEEN-point coalition pro-
gramme.

Just five days before, at the LSSP
conference, Perera had said;
‘Marxism will not be betrayed,
but will be strengthemed. In the
present set-up, if we do not enter
the Cabinet, the position of the
proletariat will be worse than it
is today. Our move is to establish
socialism,” He assured the con-
ference Marxist principles would
not be sacrificed.

Perera’s assurances,
were worthless, as the
programme reveais,

The programme, particularly
the additional four points
grafted on by Mrs. Banda-
ranaike, makes a mockery of
everything that Perera and the
LSSP stood for in the past.

It continues the policy of
making Sinhalese the official lan-
guage, a decision which has

as usual,
14-point

- caused much needless suffering

and divided the island on racial
and linguistic lines.

It also continues to threaten
more than 700,000 Indian workers
as stateless helots without citizen-
ship rights by accepting the re-
actionary  citizenship laws of
previous regimes.

It goes halfway towards making
Ceylon a theocratic state by
recognising Buddhism as the
majority religion and giving it a
a semi-official status,

: Empfg gesture Py

Perera has nhtrea;bened ‘oo expro
priate reactionary interests but this
is an empty gesture which has
only evoked a belly laugh from
the extreme right,

The 13 right-wing MPs
who threatened to resign if
the coalition went through
have realised the weakness of -
Perera and decided to stay in
the government
These weaknesses became ap-

parent just a week after coalition
when Perera’s buddy in the
Ministry of Communications,
Moonesinghe actually used the
police to force a lock-out of
3,000 workers at the Ceylon
Transport Board in dispute over
differences in wages between
skilled and unskilled workers,

To add insult ‘to injury Perera
has agreed to Mrs. Bandaranaike
choosing the candidates from the
SLFP-LSSP coalition to ensure
that she is put in power at the
next electiion in a year's time.
This will completely immobilize
the new Central Commitiee,
elected at the LSSP conference,

As the revolutionary section
leader Edmund Samarakkody
said in a press statement after
the coalition: ‘Messrs, N. M.
Perera, Leslie Goonewardene,
Colvin R. de Silva [leader of
the ‘centrists’ who have swung
in behind Perera] and their
party have completely be-
trayed the working class and
the toiling people,

‘Rarely has treachery by leadurs
of the working class been so
naked.’

Plot charge

against lecturer

N a charge of ‘managing an
unlawful society for the
purpose of overthrowing the
government of Nigeria’, Dr.
Yictor Allen, a lecturer im the
economic’s department at Leeds
University was remanded in
custody on Wednesday in Lagos.
The prosecution claim that
othey Nigerian labour leaders
were involved in the plot.

This action is am immediate
reprisal against the Nigerian
working class following the
victorious general strike held in
Nigeria (reported on page 3).

The Newsletter demands the
immediate release of 41-year-old
Dr. Allen and calls on the
British labour movement to
protest to the Nigerian High
Commissioner.
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’@LITIGAL RESOLUTION
.'ﬁm outglang:hmg political event in 1963 was the formation
of fthe ULF™ Two faclors helped to bring this about. On
the one. hand the steadily growing strength of the UNP
became manifest by the victories of that party in very many
local government elections ithroughout the country. There
was also-a noticedble tendency of the teenagers and others
who hiad formally supporied the SLFP to move towards the
right. On the other hand, faced with the growing strength
of the UNP; thers was a manifest desirc on the part of the
p;r'ogpesmws 1o get together to struggle against the growing
mienate of the consolidating readtionary right. This desire
of thie: frogréssives was olcur'ly brought out, when the three
left’ pamtms~ begati a ctampa;gn over the petrol issue.

‘The swing to the right in the country was a result of
th.e failure of the government to solve the pressing problems
that beset all sections of the people of the couniry. The
deterioration of the general economic situation which led
to the shomtage of goods, and the extraordinary rise in

».prices. were cleverly utilised by the UNP to its advantage.
'The attack on the SLFP government was linked with an
‘attéck on the left in general and the LSSP in parnticular

_which was held responsible for bringing the present
governmentt into being. ln a way that most leff panties did
not anticipate all manner of smaill capitalists and traders
became the most conscious propagandist for the UNP as
the only way out of the growing ecconomic instability and
mounting inflation.

The ULF was formed after prolonged negotiations and
in the midst of misgivings and opposition from some
sections of the panty. The tremendous enthusiasm with
which the ULF was received, helped to dissipate doubts
about the value and the usefulness of the ULF as an
organisation to fight the menace of reaction. The ULF
began to be projected as the only alternative force capable
"of forming a government opposed to the UNP, Members of

8 the'SLFP both inside and outside parliament began to consider

' the ULF as the coming force to stem the tide of reaction.

Unfortunately the ULF could not realise to the full the
_benefits of this mobilisation of all the progressives in the
country. Within our own ranks, attacks on the ULF in
public had a refarding effect. The MEP and Mr. Philip

" Gunawardene, did not lend their full support to push the
ULF forward organisationally. Although it is true the
ULF continued to make a general impression in the
country and also succeeded in enthusing the SLFP rank
and filers, it- was not so eflective as it might have been.
It did succeed in arresting the flow to the right that was
visible prior to the formation of the ULF.

The major political crisis came to the surface on the
8th of March with the prorogation of parliament. The
SLFP. government was numkerically too weak to face
parliament. The economic and financial crisis had reached
a stage where the minisiers had not the capacity to tackle
them, ' Their inefficiency and incompetence stood exposed.
Manifestly the problems facing the country were beyond
their capacity to solve. The end of the middle path had
been reached. In this situation both to the SLFP rank
and file and the SLFP government, the ULF and its clear-
cut programme stood out as a powerful factor which could
not be ignored.

The Prime Minister who obfained a breathing space at
this juncture had three alternative courses of action
available to her (a) a coalition with the right; (b) the
dissolution of parliament, leading to possible dictatorial

. intentions; (c) a coalition with the left. Adler much
. consideration she rejected the coalition with the right as

~well as the dissolution of parliament. She decided un-
mistakeably to move leftwards with the progressive forces
and find a solution to the problems: beseiting the couniry,
along left policies. This was made abundantly clear in the
speech she made at N Eliya towards the end of March 1964.

In keeping with this decision of hers, shé -commenced
“negotiations with ULF, which authorised Comrade N. M.
" _Perera to negotiate with her on an informal basis. The
‘discussions showed that there is a reasonable measure of
“agreement on a shont-term programme of implementation
for the remaining period of this parliament. In accordance
~wifh the mandate given to ther by her own executive
‘eontmittee, ‘she has indicated that she is prepared to form
‘g ocoalition government’ with ULF. Ministerial portfolios
would be ‘granted only to the LSSP. in the first instance.
Does’ coalition with the SLFP in this selting mean class
collaboration?  Nobody would dispute that the UNP is a
“party of the capitalist class in Ceylon. The SLFP is a
parly based on the radical petty-bourgeoisie and the lower
" middle class. Admittedly the leadership has feudal con-
nections, but from the policy that was followed since July
1960 it i§ clear that the main pressure on the government
has- been from the lower middle class and to some extent
even from the working class. In fact the SLEP has shed
some of the more reactionary elemenis that existed from
1956 to 1960, and being a centre party, it has vacillated,
sometimes movnng to the right, and sometimes mowing to
“the lefi. But the overall drive has been a steady movement
" leftwards. If this characterisation is not correct, it will be
difficizlt 1o explain the various measures for nationalization,
the party has embarked upon since 1956. It has taken over
“the bus ‘transpoft, the pornt, private schools, insurance,
"It has taken steps to abolish private practice in medical
service. It has established the People’s Bank and has
" taken over the Ceylon Bank., All these and above all
petrol, which is a direot blow at both imperialist power
and Gapilalist power it has undertaken. The cumulative
effect of these measures must result in a serious inroad into
the” capitalist structure of the ecomomy. The SLFP
government and the MEP government before it, has carried
forward a national struggle in this country, by removing
the imperialist bases in this country. Voting rights have
been conceded to those above 18 years. The reorganisation
of ‘th¢ headman system has taken place. A substantial
ﬁlhlp has been given to national cultural actiwities. The
power of the entrenched Catholic Church has been
weakened and Buddhist tradition and cullure have been
“givén their due place. The ordinary man has been given
" a place in the political and social life of the country,
which centurnies of imperialist domination had deprived
them. Workers have felt the benefits of a number of amelio-
rative measurgs, including May Day as a paid public holiday.
Wheén the cumulative effect of these changes are con-
wsidered; it will be quite apparent that the SLFP is not a
Caputah&t party. The fact that it is functioning within the
... capitalist. framework, does not necessarily make it a party
of the capitalist class. Tts fundamental character as a
cemhrlst party, drawing its main support from the peasantry
"and the Tower middle class clements of the country, remains

" unchanged. A’ coalition government between the working

“class ‘party like the -SSP and the SLFP can still further

" change 'its ckass-character. Such an association will increase

> the-'progressive. content of "the SLFP and make it more

-« definitely. -a. leftward moving government. This would

..become; maore: ernpthasised in the programmatic association

.,.#hat. is. QXJ,Vlegcd and give a further bias along socialist lines,
The progpgssive character of the internal policy of the
oyernment had been reflected in thé external policy which

it has foltowed.
ot dlplomamc c:onnecstlons with' socialist countries notwith-

o Stamiing the oppasition” of the imperialist bloc have been

* dited Forward. In defiance of the thréat of no assistance

from Western Germany,” it has given consulate status to
< +Easters ~CGermany. - A number of economic and cultural
=+.agreomenis. have been signed with countnies of the socialist

..-blac.. Following. a strictly non-aligned policy like Yugo-
a8 ';Ila,v]'_a it has not hesitated to reject assistance from the
USA on conditions which are humiliating and derogatory

“to the md@pendcn(‘»e of this country. (Cont. cols. 6 and 7)

Beglmmg from 1956 the establishment

THE NEWSLETTER

June 20, 1964

From Golombo, Geylon, Gerry Healy writes:

Future rests with the new party

UNE 7, 1964, will go down in history as the most important turning

point in the history of the Fourth International.

On that day, Dr.

N. M. Perera, MP, Dr. Golvin R. de Silva, MP, and Leslie Goonewardene,
founder members of the Lanka Sama Samaja Trotskyist Party of Ceylon
openly deserted their party to support the capitalist government of Mrs.

Bandaranaike .

These three men were close
colleagues of M. Pablo, Pierre
Frank and E. Germain and
they defended and endorsed
every action of the Pabloites
since the split of 1953 in the
Fourth International.

Their desertion is a continua-
tion of the policies of the so-
called Unified Secretariat of the
Fourth International in Paris
which enjoys the fullest support
of the Socialist Wiorkers’ Party
of the USA.

On this page The Newsletter
prints in full the resolutions of
the majority (Political Resolu-
tion and Immediate Perspec-
tives), passed by 507 votes {o
179 (16 abstentions); the cenire
which called for a coalition
government of the United Left
Front and was lost 579 votes to
75 (46 abstentions); and the
minority (The LSSP and Crisis
of the SLFP government), which
opposed coalition and was lost
515 votes to 159 (35 abstentions).

Manoeuvres

For several vyears, N. M.,
Perera and a small clique have
been manoeuvring for power
within the LSSP.

There were assisted in these
moves by support from the
Pabloite International Secre-
tariat in Paris, Messrs. Frank,
Germain and Pablo needed
them as an international cover
for their own adaptation to the
Stalinist “and social-democratic
bureaucracies and bourgeois
national movements, such as
that of Ben Bella in Algeria.

The conference, held in the
Colombo New Town Hall on
June 6 and 7, was a farce.

There was no real discussion
amongst the membership in pre-
paration for it and the resolu-
tions only appeared the day
before it began!

The renegade party managers
completely abandoned demo-
cratic centralist procedure and

made it a conference of the -

entire membership.

As a result, there were
new members, recruited by
Perera and Co. on an entirely
opportunist basis, voting against
members with years of experi-
ence in the Trotskyist move-
ment.

Many who supported Perera
had only been members of the
LSSP for two or three months.

This manoceuvre was especi-
ally organised by Anil Moone-
singhe, MP, a supporter of the
Tony Cliff group of state capi-
talists in Britain. Cliff was
expelled from the British Trot-
skyist movement in 1951,

Break .

Dr. Colvin de Silva and

Leslie Goonewardene, the gen- .

eral secretary of the LSSP,
maintained a centre position at
the conference.

They were supported by the
Pabloite Unified Secretariat in
Paris until, at the end of the
iconference, the former deserted
to the right.

Pierre Frank, who represented
the Unified Secretariat at the
conference, then felt obliged to
break from them.

Previously, both he and the
Secretariat gave de Silva and
Goonewardene full support be-
hind the slogan of the United
Left Front in Ceylon which
advocated a government of
Communist Party (Khrushchev
wing), MEP (petty-bourgeois
party of Philip Gunawardene
and the LSSP.

In a communique dated May
25, 1964, which was distributed
at the conference the Inter-
national FExecutive Committee
of the Pablo-Germain clique
called on the party to ‘struggle
for a government of the United

Left Front’.. (Famouis last words!)

But the IEC did not tell the
members of the LSSP that the
programme of the ULF was a
radical-democratic and not a
socialist one. Thus a govern-
ment of the ULF would have
been no different from the

The LSSP and |
GCrisis of the SLFP
government

| (Resolution submitted to the

« Special Conterence of the

. LssP held on June 6 and 7,

| 1964, by 14 members of the
Central Committee named |
below.)

] The Sirimave Bandara- |

" naike government is in a

| desperate  state. It is
approaching the final year

© of ils constitutional term of
ollice without any real pros-

© pect of retaining its position

o without the poliiical colla-
boration of the Left and
coilaboration of the working
class, in particular, with its

© regime. Hence the proroga-
tion of Parliament and the

" eliorts of the Prime Minister
and some of heér ministers |

© to secure  the participation

| of the LSSP in the govern-
ment, ]

To agree to accept office
in  Mrs. Bandaranaike’s.
government, either separa--|

| tely or in association with
the other parties in the
United Left Front would be
to agree {¢ join hands with
0 the SLFP government in:
| staving off the rising tide of
working class and mass
discontent against ,it, and to
seek to provide working
class collaboration with its
" policy of maintaining capi- §
talism in Ceylon within
the capitalist constifutional
" framework.

The entry of the LSSP
leaders into the SLEFP
government will result in
open class  collaboration,

1 disorientation of the masses,
| the division of the working
class and the abandonment
of the siruggle-perspective,
which will lead to the dis-

. ruption of the working class
f|movement and the elimina-
" tion of the independent
revolutionary axis of the
Lefd. In the result, the
forces of capitalist reaction,

| far from being weakened or i

| thwarted, will be ultimately
| sirengthened.
Collaboration with the
& bourgeois SLFP government
. on the basis of coalition on
a2 ‘minimum programme’ is
thus a gross contravention
| of the Party’s Revolutionary
| Programme and the accept-
 ance of Portfolios by the
.~ LSSP would be treachery to
the prolelarian revolution.
§ This Special Conference,
| therefore, categorically re-
| jecis all . proposals for
» coalition - with the SLFP
| government, on any basis
 whatsoever, and calls upon
" the Party to rally to the |
|| defence of its Revolutionary |
| Programme. The task of
| the Party today is to defeat ©
the aftempt to divide and §
subdue the working -class
. and to seek to wunify all
* sections of the working class
| and the toiling masses for
"\ the carrying forward of the
| class struggle against the
capitalist class and the |
SLFP government. i
R. S. Baghavan
Champa
{ W. D, Dharmasena
' Meryl Fernando
V. Karalasingham
D. S. Mallawarachi
=~ S. A. Martinus
' Reginald Mendis
T. E. Pushparajan
Prins Rajasooriya
' Edmund Samarakkody
Pelis Serasinghe
| Bala Tampoe
Sydney Wanasinghe

" present coalition!

The ULF provided a  con-
venient ladder for the right-wing
and the centrists to mount the
coalition bandwagon. Now ihe
ULF is superfluous.

It was this proposal which
paved the way for the coalition
with Mrs. Bandaranaike. Sym-
pathy for the operation of a
capitalist government quickly
caught on and N. M. Perera,
after secret talks with Mrs.
Bandaranaike, swung a number
of his opportunist followers into
line. This move, coupled with
the migging of the conference,
gave Perera a majority.

The CP (Khrushchevite wing)
have made a statement fully
supporting the coalition pro-
posals of Perera with the Banda-
ranaike government.

Support

The conference voting for
Perera’s proposals was 507 for
179 against. Edmund Samara-
koddy, MP, who led the revolu-
tionary split from the confer-
ence, received 159 votes.

The new revolutionary party
‘has already begun to function.

It is called the LSSP (revolu-
tionary wing) and has important

support among the youth leagues

and the trade unions.

This tendency, which received
no support from the Pabloite
Secretariat prior to or during
the “conference, has now been

given half-hearted support by

Pierre Frank.

The only tendency to fully
support its struggle has been the
International Committee of the
‘Fourth International.

Members of the revolutionary
wing have the most fraternal
feelings for the work of the
Socialist Labour League. The
new party will declare its
attitude towards international
problems very shortly.

(Resolution submitted to the

Special Conference by 8 mem-

‘bers of the Central Committee
named below)

The present political, econo-

‘mic and financial crisis cannot
be solved along -progressive
lines within the framework of
capitalism. _ The  processes
‘necessary for a progressive
solution of the orisis can be
inaugurated by a coalition
government between the ULF
and the SLFP on the following
conditions:
1. There should be agreemeni
on a series of measures to be
implemented within one vear.
These must include measures
which are capable of enthusing
the masses and of securing their
active participation. .
2. In the present political
situation, to ensure the effective
carrying through of these
measures, the following are
required.

(a) the coalition agreement
should be belween the
SLFP and the ULF and

(b) there should bhe an
arrangement with regard
to  Ministries ensuring
the following Ministries
for the LSSP, viz,
Ministry of Finance and
Planning
Ministry of Nationalized
Services
Ministry of Internal and |
External Trade.

This conference empowers
the Central Committee to make |
arrangements for a coalition
government with the SLFP on
ithe lines indicated above.

Colvin R de Silva
Leslie Goonawardene
Doric de Souza

A. Siridasa

Bernard Soysa

N. S. E. Perera
Kamini

R. R. Dhanmara‘tndm

IMMEDIATE PERSPECTIVES

Such a coalition government with the SLFP as envisaged
above would make it possible to activise both the working
class and the masses generally., Within the 12 months
available to ms it would be possible only to concentrate
on certain lines of action. The party should concentrate
on making an appreciable impression on thie rising cost of
living. An effective drive should be made to smash
blackmarketeering and hoarding of essential goods and
thereby reduce the prices of essentinl commodities. It is
essential that all-out youth leagues and tradée union
organisations should be in the forefront in helping to build
up peoples’ commiltees in various panis of the island.
These committees will be given legal status: and have the
assistance of the police in carrying out these tasks,

The party. should equally concentrate on minimising
corruption. and sabotage -dctivities in the various depart--
menits in the public sector, Herein our {rade union
organisations will have an impontant role to play. They
should take the leadership in the workers and vigilance
commiitees that is to be set up in all workplaces and
government departments.

A serious effort will have {o be made in building up
peasants organisations for the effective implementation of
the Paddy Lands Act. In this respect also our youth
leagues will have an impontant role to play.

By concentrating on these three lines of adtion we would
be able to bring into active participation in the process
of government both the working class as well as the
general masses. In a real sense these two mass forces, the
workers and the peasants, will have positive and creative
functions to perform. They will be in an organised manner
ranged against their class ecnemy with the necessary
authority and power of the state machinery to back them
in their struggle. A new purpose and a new enthusiasm
would be generated that would carry the whole movement
forward. Sterile criticism will give place to positive action,
and the whole left movement will find a new purpose. The
end of this period of 12 months would see the firm
foundation laid for moving forward along socialist lines to
a new society.

Accordingly this party conference request the new
Cenitral - Commiltee of the party to negotiate with. the
SLFP government with a view to the formation of a coali-
tion government between the ULF and the SLEFP. If such
negotiations fail the Central Committee is authorised to
cnter into an agreement for the formagion of a coalition
government between the L.SSP and the SLFP.

Such a coalition government should contain the following
in respect of the LSSP.

I. A minimum programme which will at least contain the
10 items in the attached list,
2. Three ministers for the LSSP.
3. These three ministers should be:

(a) Minister of Finance and Planning.

(b) Minister of Internal and External Trade.

() Minister of Natidnalized Services.

Measures for Implementation

1. All companies’ registered in Ceylon and all resident
individuals should be required by law fo mainfain their
accounts in the Bank of Ceylon and/or the People’s Bank
only. (N.B. the transfer of various categories of Accounts
could be sba:ggered)
2. Legislation should be introduced to control the aotivities

q . of Agf:nvcy housus,

3. The export of capital, dividends and profits from
Ceylon should be restrioted still funther,

4, New administrative regulations should be introduced
to make it possible to retire compulsorily government
officers who hamper work or are inefficient or are delibe-
rately unco-operative in pushing forward government work.
5. (a) Workers’ commiitees, elected by secref ballot, should
be set up in every public cerporation of wiility. Such
committees should be associated with the management at
all levels, They should have legal powers to check waste,
inefficiency and corruption and the right to make proposals
to improve the work of these instilutions.

(b) Vigilance committees should be set up by admini-
straive regulations in all government departments and in
the departments of semi-government institutions such as
the local government service. Such committees should
have powers to check inefficicncy and sabotage and to
make proposals to- improve the work of the department
concerned vis-a-vis the public.

{c) In every wvigilance commitice or local body Peoples’
Committees should be established with logal powers to inspect
the distributive trade, thereby helping to fight hoarding,
the black market, and corruption.

6. (a) The state Trading Corporation should take over
all essential imports and gradually exiend its activities to
exports as well.

(b) The Co-operative Wholesale Establishment should
have the monopoly of wholesale distribution. It should
have a centre in every district through which textiles,
building materials, motor spares and accessories, medicines
and foodstuffs specifically will be distributed,

(c) Refail distribution should be through the co-operatives
and privale retailers. Where necessary, special state retail
shops should be opened.

(d) The maximum wholesale and retail price should be’
fixed by law for every essential item.

7. The machinery for economic planning should be made
more effective and proper ways and means devised to
associate the trade unions and the people in general with
the preparation and carrying out of economic plans.

8. Special courts should be established to deal expediti-
ously with cases of bribery, corruption, black marketeering,
hoarding and other such anti-social offences. Imprisonment
should be made obligatory for all found guilty of bribery
or corruption and the legal punishment of profiteering and
hoarding should be enhanced.

9. The monopoly of the daily press by the private
capitalist concerns should be ended. '

10. (a) The GPS shotild be cleaned up to ensure that the
cultivator gets full value for his product.

(b) The services of the People’s Bank should be extended
to the rural areas either directly or by making certain
co-operative societies their sub-agents. A scheme to relieve
rural indebtedness should be prepared.

_(¢) The Paddy Lands Act should apply to all paddy lands
including those in the colonisation scheme. ]

(d) Landlords should be removed from the cultivation
committees. These committees should be’ given enhanced
powers, including the power to put ande gowviya back in
po&s;essmn of lands while litigation regarding tenancy rights
is pending.

N. M. Perera, D. G. William, H, Sldadhaﬂth”t Thero (Rev.),
D. W. Wijesooriya, J. Wanigatunga, Cyril Perera, Gilbert
Pieris, Hector Fernamdo, B. A. U. Lewis, Alwis, G. P,
Perera, Vivien Goone'wardsenﬂ Jack Kotalawela, Nimal
Horana, D. W. J. Perera, Chlandr‘a Gunasekera, Chalmondley
Goonewardene, Wilfred Senanayake, Rajapaksa,  Batu-
wandara Gunawardene, Anil Moonasinghe.
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Tension mounts in British
Guiana - leaders arrested

Workers’
vicltory
in general
strike

NION leaders Alhaji
Adebola and Wahab
Goodluck were carried

shoulder-high through Lagos,
Nigeria, last Saturday after
clinching the first major
victory gained through indus-
trial action in Africa.

Adebola and Goodluck had
just come from a six-hour meet-
ing with Mindsters of Sir Abu-
bakar Tafawa Belwar’s Federal
Government at which the gene:al
strike, which had paralysed the
country for almost 13 days, was
called off on the most favour-
able terms.

Workers in all the country’s
essential services struck after
the government had dillied and
dallied over negotiations for a
national wage rise. Delaying
tactics have been used since
Nigeria was declared a republic
last October.

The workers are claiming a
minimum wage of £12 a month,
which has been recommended
by the Morgan Commission.

The government finally issued
the Qommission’s report and a
White Paper—which put for-
ward a £9 minimum wage—after
May 30.

Million involved
But the delay had been so

long that a Joint Action Com-

mittee, set up by the unions and
led by Mr. Adebola, called the
general strike. More than a
million workers were involved.

The extent of the victory and
strength of the workers’ action
may be due, in part, to the fact
that * Sir Abubakar’s army is
heavily strained by duties m the
Congo.

In other circumstances, it is
almost certain that troops would
have been used to break the
strike by running the. services
and may have been used against
the strikers themselves.

Adebola and other union
members were hurt in clashes
with the police when they tried
to cross the Iddo Bmnidge into
Lagos — where political gather-
ings are banned—to demon-
strate  outside the government
buildings on May 30. If troops
were used, there may have been
a different story to tell.

Special terms

In a communique issued by
the Joint .Action Committee
and the government officials last
Saturday it was announced the
stnike would be ended on
spectal terms.

These were:

No victimisation of the strikers;

The withdrawal of dismissal
and warning notices’ sent out
“fo strikers;

The strike - to” be counsulere;d as
leave with full pay, without
affecting the normal annual
holidays; and

That further negotiations be
conducted on the recommen-
dations of the Morgan Com-
mission.

As the ‘Sunday Telegraph’
points out, the Nigerian workers
‘have proved themselves capable
of conducting an efficient and
orderly sirike on a purely in-
dustrial guestion, and emerge
far stronger than when the strike
began’.

"The Newsletter applauds this
great victory of the Nigerian
workers and their leaders.
strike. - should be a blueprint
for action by other African
workers in the more industrial-
ised states against puppet and
pro-capitalist, nationalist govern-
ments who hold back the wages
and, conditions of the African
worrkmg class,

Their

DUTT
DEFENDS
AREF

HE old methods of

Stalinism are still being
used by Khrushchev’s men in
the Communist Party of Great
Britain.

When the London District
Commiittee of the CP recently
held a meeting to protest at the
war in Aden, Palme Dutt was
asked to comment on Khrush-
chev’s forthcoming financial and
military aid to the Iraqi govern-
ment of Aref, a government
which has murdered some
10,000 Communist Party mem-
bers.

Dutt first tried to make out
that it was the Ba’athists who
were responsible for the brutal
attack on the Iraqi CP, before

- Aref took control.

PROTEST

He was later asked how this
squared with the news (reported

in the ‘Daily Worker’) that all '

Iraqi trade wunions had been
suppressed —on the very day
that Khrushchev was negotiating
with Aref in BEgypt.

Another speaker recalled that
in that very same room in 1958,
the Socialist Labour League had
called a meeting to protest at
the arrest of Egyptian and
Syrian CP members. The British
CP, although invited to take
part, had refused even to discuss
the maltter,

Dutt commented: “To criticise

Aref and Nasser today is to .
—&plit- the -anti-imperialist—forees.

Those who do this are acting
n the interests of imperialism.’

Dutt is an old hand at these
methods of slander and dis-
tortion—learned. in the Stalin
school.

For example, at the time of
ihe 1937 ‘show trial’ in the
Soviet Union of Pyatakov and
other old Bolshevik leaders,
Dutt was to the fore in the
campaign to silence those who
dared even to question the
charges against the accused.

‘Consciously or unconsciously,
this hesitation and confusion is
nothing but an echo and sur-
render to the overwhelming
capitalist press campaign,” said
Dutt in an article, ‘Fascism,
Trotskyism and World Labour’,
written at the time.

‘It is idle to speak of fighting
the world ‘offensive of fascism,
and then fail to recognise that
a main firont of the world battle
against fascism is being fought
today in the courtroom of the
Trade Union House-of Moscow.”

CHARGES

Thus, while Stalin was mui-
dering leading communists, on
what Khrushchev has admitted
were completely trumped-up
charges, Dutt covered up for his
crimes by slandening Trotsky-
ism. Stalin was weakening the
Soviet Union and Dutt was
helping him.

Today Duitt shrugs off the
murder, torture and imprison-
ment of sections of the working
class movement, including his
own comrades!

No matter how many ban-
quets Aref attends with Khrush-
chev, it is his actions which
aid imperialism,

And Dutt helps cover up these
actions, too — with diminishing
SUCCess,

Troops aggravate violence

FTER three months of unprecedented racial violence
between East Indians and Africans in British Guiana,

the governor of the country took panic measures over the:

week-end and ordered the arrest of 32 prominent political

leaders.

Armed guards, most of them British, were posted on. all
government buildings in case of retaliatory action taken by

the people.

Despite the fact that many in
British Guiana think that Dr.
Jagan, the ocountry’s prime
minister, should resign, he de-
cided against it at the week-end.

His reason for doing this was
that to give up at this stage
woould make it appear as if the
People’s Progressive Party—the
majority organisation in the
government — was incapable of
handling the crisis.

Such a statement can
serve only as a bluff, since
the truth is that the People’s
Progressive Party and its
opposition, the People’s
National Congress, led by
Forbes Burnbam, have
never had @a solution to
offer for the turbulent
problems of the Guianese
people.

The British Tory government
has stated that i Dr. Jagan
resigns there will be no alterna-
tive but to send even more
troops from this counitry.

Sugar strike

The Tory government have
demonstrated that the troops
were hardly semt in to
‘keep the peace’. The armed
forces which were dispatched to
British Guiana three months ago
when the racial fighting began,
have done little but aggravate
an mlready tense sutuamon

British  Guiana’s  volcanic
cnisis blew up after a strike of
sugar workers which began
four months ago. Both Africans
and East Indians—exploited for

Jagan: not resigning

many years by British imperial-
ism—became frustrated by the
obvious inability of their party
leaders to solve the pressing
problems of poverty and bad
working condibions.

The majority of the Indian
population supports the People’s
Progressive Party headed by
Dr. Jagan whilst the Africans
follow the People’s National
Congress, led by Forbes Burn-
ham.

Uncertain peace

Both Jagan and Burpham
became the tools of British
imperialism serving to keep
an uncertain peace between
the twe communities so that
capitalism could make its
profits.

Now the whole. situation in
the country has blown up in the
face of the British Tory govern-
mend.

In seeking a solution, Jagan
and his colleagues offered to

Pathet Lao attacked

) AS part of the United States
! offensive against Pathet
Lao forces in Laos, American
pilots attacked  the left-wing
headquarters at Khang Khay
last week.

Prince Souvannouphong, the
:Pathet Lao leader, is reported to
shave said that fwo American

airmen had been captured.

Souvannouphong has rejected
suggestions - for a ‘sommit’
meeting of Laotian leaders out-
side Laos. -

American  planes resumed
flights over Laos after the
neutralist ruler Prince Souvanna
Phouma tried to halt them early
last week.

form a coalition government
with the People’s National Con-
gress, - But such manoeuvres
will not solve the very basic
problems of the Africans and
East Indians.

Duncan Sandys, the colonial
secretary indicated to the House
of Commons - that Britain should
withdraw from the country.

But a withdrawal of arms and
the Governor does not mean
that the sugar monopolists will
move out as well.

Booker interests

The Booker Group, a British
sugar firm which has consider-
able interests in Guiana, ex-
pressed great concern in ‘The
Times’ (June 8) at the fact that
their profits were being affected
by the crisis in the country,

Booker’s produced 254,000
tons of sugar in 1963. Since the
strike started earlier this year,
production has been going at
half its normal rate.

With so much profit at stake
Booker are not going to either
pull out of British Guiana or
tamely stand by during this
general strike. -

The firm hopes to raise

its output by 50,000 tons a

year in the future, To do

this they must step up
exploitation of Guianese
workers.

Harold Wilson, who has not

Labour’s official policy on
British Guiana, was cabled by
the United Foroe opposition
party asking him to‘urge Sandys
to- prevent a collapse of law
and order.
However, a

question by

- Harold Wilson in the House of

Commons will mot help the
Africans and East Indians in
Guiana. The labour movement
has to call for the withdrawal
of all troops.

~ Racial strife in British Guiana
cannot  be stopped any other
way.  Whilst imperialism re-
mains in the country the frustra-
tion and anger of the Guianese
workers will increase. '

United
action
call by
Nantes
workers

EARLY 70,000 workers

in Nantes, France, have
issued an appeal to trade
unionists throughout the coun-
try to unite against the em-
ployers and the trade union
leadership.

The Nantes workers are some .

of the most militant trade
unionists in France.  They
demonstrated earlier this year
against unemployment and low
wages. ‘

The appeal calls for rank and
file control over the unions; the
withdrawal of the unions from
all state bodies and for workers
to abandon tactics which have
led nowhere — isolated strikes
that have caused the minimum
inconvenience to the bosses.

During March last year, for
example, while miners were out
on strike, the railwaymen were
called out for a quarter of an
hour on March 5, two hours on
March 12, a day on March 15,
and two hours on March 21 and
27. These tactics were con-
tinued throughout the year.

Yet on April 22 this year, the
general secretary of the railway
workers’ union stated that
‘although railwaymen’s produc-
tivity has increased by 5.3 per
cent, wages have only increased
by 1.9 per cent.’

“Task’

At the same time conditions
of work have worsened and the
number of fatal accidents bas
increased.

Meanwhile the bosses con-
tinue their aim of ‘fulfilling the
task that was begun in 1958
(when de Gaulle came to power).

The ‘task’ is the modernisa-
tion of French industry which
will involve the sacking of
thousands of workers and has
been- demonstrated by dismissals

“yet made 2 statement —about at St~ Nazaire, St Etienne;"

Nantes and Paris.

To aid their plans, the bosses

have set up a state planning
lboard in which the union leaders
participate. The more these
leaders aid the bosses plans, the
less they represent the workers’
interests.

So the Nantes workers issued
their ‘all together’ appeal for
the independence of the working
class organisations from the
bosses and for workers’ control
over .their leaders so they can
carry out united mass action
against the bosses.

The appeal has been sup-
ported by several thousand

" Parisian workers.

Hollow protests
after Rivonia trial

FTER standing trial for
eight months on charges
of sabotage and plotting
violent revolution, Nelson
Mandela and seven of his
supporters were sentenced (o
life imprisonment in Pretoria,
South Africa, last week.
Although Judge President
Quartus de Wet said that their
‘crimes’ were, in fact, ones of
high treason—which carry the
death penalty—he had decided
not to impose the ‘supreme
penalty’.

Mandela: jail for life

- As police patrolled the area
around the court and several
hundred police stood on guard
outside the building itself, the
accused heard their sentences
They were: Nelson Mandela
46;" Waltér Sisulu 52, former
secretary-general of the banned
African  National Congress;
Dennis Goldberg 33, former
leader of the banned Congress
of Democrats; Govan Mbeki
38; Raymond Mhilaba 44; Elias

ELOW The Newsletter

prints a confidential letter
sent by the Pabloite Interna-
tional Executive = Commiftee
from Paris to members of the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party
on May 25, 1964, which re-
iterates their proposal, echoed
at the LSSP conference by
their representative Pierre
Frank, which calls for a
United Left Front govern-
ment., This line at the con-
ference was defeated by 579
votes to 73,

‘The International Executive
Commitiece w©of the Fourth
International took up at its
plenum meeting the key prob-
lems which you face at present
and discussed them at some
length. The discussion ended
with unanimous endorsement
of the lefter sent to you by the
United Secretariat April 23.

It is «clear that throughowt

~ Asia, the equilibrium reached
at the time of the Geneva
agreement of 1954 has been
broken and that in every
country ‘in this part of the
world the class struggle is again

il sharpening. If the mass
1 movement does not move
boldly now, reaction will inevit-
ably set in and the present
opportunity will turn into its
opposite.

In Ceylon, the SLFP govern-
ment, acting as the agency of
the bourgeoisie, is seeking
through its proposals to dis-

" integrate the United Left Front

Pabloite attitude to
LSSP Congress

and to associate the LSSP with
its bankrupi policies and
further decline. The LSSP has
reached a crucial moment in
its history.

Let the SLFP government
appeal to you in vain!

The only real alternative
is audacious action by the
LSSP. It should serve as the
"central driving force in mobil-
izing the ULF, appealing to the
masses to establish a United
Left Front government on the
basis of a genuinely socialist
programme. This would prove
highly atiractive ito -elements
that have been sucked into the
SLFP because of its demagogy
in the past, help reorient them
and open up the possibility for
a powerful bloc of the left
organisation.

The International Executive
Committee of the Fourth Inter-
national sends you its warmest
comradely greetings. It hopes
that the LSSP as a whole will
remain faithful to its long
tradition of uncompromising
struggle ‘@against imperialism
‘and mnational bourgeocisie, and
that it will successfully resist
the manoeuvres of the bour-
geois government in order to
open the road for genuine
'representatives of the masses to
come to power.

No coalition at the expense
of socialisi principles and the
possihility of a socialist victory!

Forward with the masses in
struggle for a government of
the United Left Front.

_greater and closer co-operation.

Communist

Party view

Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne,
the Commumnist Party MP for
Kotte, Ceylon, supported the
igoalition in "a press stafe-
meni:

‘The LSSP decision at the -
conference to coalesce with the
SLEP government was a logical
and correct decision. The
situation demands that progres-
sive forces should give all
assistance to the Sirima Banda-
ranaike government to carry
through progressive policies at
a time when reaction is emerg-
ing in a very organised form.
We are aware of our responsi-
bilities befalling on the Ceylon
Communist Party,

Since 1956 we have con-
sistently supported the pro-
gressive policies of the late
Prime Minister and of the
present Prime Minister. ~

If the LSSP decision to
coalesce with the government
takes effect, the Communist
Party has to reconsider whether
it will follow the policy it has
followed in the past of giving

support to. the progressive
policies of the Coalition
Government - from  outside,

or giving closer co-operation
by the entry of its parliameén-
tary group with the LSSP for

" The Communist Party can
see the dangers of reaction. I
am quite confident that the
leadership of our party - will
act realistically in this sﬂua-
tldn’ .

“behind  repornts

Motsoaledi 39; Andrew Mlan-
geni 38 (all officials of the
African National Congress); and
Ahmed Kathrada, former leader
of the Indian National Congress.

In a speech to the court in

April Mandela stated that he

had come to the conclusion

that violence was inevitable
if the African people were fo
be freed from oppression.

The defence, in a mitigation
plea, told the judge the accused
represented the struggle of the
African people for equal rights.

ACTIVITY
In Briitain the trial has caused
great activity in both the labour
movement and amongst the do-
gooders around the various

Christian organisations.
On Sunday 3,000 protested in
Trafalgar Square at the sen-
tences passed on the South

» Afnican freedom fighters.

In the ‘Daily Worker’ on
Saturday, June 13, and Monday
June 15, the paper’s front pages
were given over to the news of
demonstrations and protests
against the brutality of the sen-
tences passed.

But while its officials hide
“on London’s
Trafalgar Square meeting, the
Communist Party has done
nuthmg to organise the working
class in South Africa.

Whilst the British Tory
government is busy supplying
arms to the South African
government the Communist
Party has remained in isola-
tion there.

Labour MPs .questioned the
Tory foreign secretary, Butler,
on why Britain abstained on a
motion at the United -Nations
urging . the South © African
government to grant an amnesty
to the defendants in the Rivonia
treason trial.

Their questions may have
caused Butler a little embarrass-
ment but they did little else. .

British capitalism has big
interests in South Africa. Cyril
Lord, a textile manufacturer
from Lancashire has just opened
a new carpet factory in South
Africa. With .a large labour
force at his. disposal at low

wages Lord = will be making
quite a profit,
‘CHILDREN’

Lord thinks the ‘natives of
South Africa have got to be
treated like children’.

‘I am not anti anybody,’ he
stated. ‘We have t0 work with
them to see that South Africa
will grow and prosper. Today
they are doing more for the
native than in any owther coun-
try.’

He said that he would rathe'r
the South African government
was tfoo night of mghzt tha.n
Communisit.

If Labour comes to power
after the mext general election
firms like that of Cyril Lord
will still be in South Africa
‘making a proﬁt. '

It s up to the. ralnk and file
of the labour movement, to -call
for an end to the shipment of
arms to South Africa. and a.
complete boycott of all goods
going to or coming from  that
country.,

Trade . unlmmsl:s must take a
firny stand and refuse to unload

South African goods at.. the
dockside.,

Wilson and cnmpany must bc

- forced into supporting the heroic:

fight of the ‘Africans against the
Verwoerd regime.,



Page Four

THE NEWSLETTER

June 20, 1964

Porters strike for 40-hour week

Dismissal

threat to

London marketmen

OLLOWING a strike of porters at the Spitalfields Market
which started on Monday, about 600 workers at four other
London markets have been given dismissal notices by their

employers.

The strikers want a 40-hour
week to be operated in the
markets with Saturday off.
They claim that it is unnecessary
to keep the markets open on
Saturdays.

-- Employers have refused to
negotiate the five-day week.

In the national press dismissal
notices to the workers at other
markets are reported to have
said:

‘The strike of market porters
called by the union at Spital-
fields market in support of its
claim for a shorter working
week and for the closing of the
market on Saturdays, involves
this market, since exactly the
same claim has been made here
by the union.

‘In these circumstances, we
have decided nmot to maintain a
porterage service in this market
from Monday, June 22, .

‘We have, therefore, to give
you notice that your employ-
ment with this firm will cease at
the close of business on Satur-
day, June 20.

Officials of the Transport and
General Workers’ Union have
asked for private ‘talks with the
employers to try and get the

notices lifted but so far they
have heen refused.

Employers from the other
markets are reported to have
said that they are banding to-
gether in this way because the
Spitalfields market bosses are
being ‘victimised’.

PICKET HONOURED

Supplies are believed to have
been cut by about 80 per cent
on Tuesday after lorry drivers
answered the call by the strikers
to ‘honour the picket line’.

Obviously the market bosses
hope, by their actions, to create
anger amongst the union mem-
bers. When one union started
ihe strike the employers, no
doubt, believed that by sacking
all the other men in four mar-
kets as a reprisal, they would
create tension within the TGWU
and so drive the Spitalfields
men back to work.

Many of the porters maintain
that there is not really any
necessity to remain open on
Saturday since most. of the
produce that is supplied to the
shops for Saturdays is dealt with
on the previous day.

CP still silent on miners

From page 1

completely silent om Paynter,

who has for many years bcen

known as a leading Com-
munist Party member.

Why did a life-long ‘Com-
munist’ speak and act for the
right wing and the government?
The ‘Daily Worker’ does not
explain,

The usual argument in these
cases is that such full-time
officials are bound by the policy
of the union executive and must
act accordingly to preserve their
positions,

But since the Second World
War, a Communist (Arthur
Horner, then Paynter) has held
the post of NUM general secre-
tary and at no time have these
men spoken out in favour of
strikers and against the betrayals
of trade union leaders.

What ‘Communist’” work has
been done by these men through
their occupation of these im-
portant positions? Is it any
-wonder that Paynter was
heckled when he spoke at the

miners’ gala at Cardiff last
Saturday?

The alternative to these
actions is simple. If the right

wing betrays, then revolutionary
trade unionists should surely
refuse to carry out their policies
and lead the mank and file
against them.

EXAMPLES
But the Communist Party is
no longer able to fight in this

Communist way. The Elec-

trical Trades Union, the

AEU, and the NUM have

provided very clear examples.

In each of these cases the line

of the Communist Party paves

the way for strengthening the
right wing.

Look at Ford’s attack on the
‘Daily Worker’. He calls it
interference for a newspaper to
support the wage claim, neglect-
ing to mention the fact that
every Conservative newspaper
was advising the miners which
way to vote.

Ford feels on very strong
ground because of the inevitable
drift to the right of trade union-
ists- like Paynter, trained for a
generation in the Stalinist tradi-

gives

tion.

Not that the ‘Daily Worker’
said anything about how to get
the full 15s. It did not come
out in favour of a vote for a
national strike in the forth-
coming ballot.

Ford’s attack must be taken
seniously, The right wing in the
trade unions will ask for help,
and get if, from a rnight-wing
Labour government to suppress
any criticism of their betrayals.

Every miner knows that
without a fight against these
comfortable frade union
bureaucrats there will cer-
tainly be no fight against the

Coal Board on wages.

Instead of such a fight, the
Communist Party adapts itself
to the right wing, trying to
gradually win positions of
influence.

NO DEFENCE

In fact, this allows the right
wing to keep the initiative and
results in the destruction of a
whole generation of militant
workers who had turned to
Communism.

Thus the ‘Daily Worker’ of
Monday this week (June 15)
prominence to Ford’s
warning to the miners but tucks
away bevond the headlines an
identical warning by Paynter at
the Cardiff gala of the Welsh
miners. ' ‘

It cannot defend itself against
Ford’s accusation because it
presents no clear alternative.

Its editorial of the same day
half-accepts in advance that
there will be no vote for action,
They ‘explain’ that the right
wing is wrong to suggest that
the alternatives are industrial
action or not.

If the claim is accepted, the
“Worker® says, thought must be
given to a new claim. This is
exactly what Paynter told the
Lancashire miners.

This is how the Communist
Party prepares for the Labour
government — complete capitu-
lation to the right wing. The
first necessity for the miners and
all workers is to build a new
leadership around The News-
letter and the Socialist Labour
League.

Dockers give warning on ‘new deal’ and wages

Magnificent Merseyside
victory in dock strike

Thousands back 40 over special unloading rate

ERSEYSIDE dockers gave a clear warning to the port
employers this week on the proposed new deal and the
dockers’ claim for increased wages, when over 11,000 joined a

successful strike.

The dispute began on
Monday, June 8, when 40
dockers unloading timber
from the Russian
‘Kotlasles’, were told to alter
their method of work.

The men claim that this was
a double-edged attack since not
only would they have lost their
bonus, but the boss would have
saved himself employing extra
labowur.

After attempting for two days
to invoke the procedure of the
1960 Port Working Rules,
Clause 7, which lays down the
procedure for abnormal cargoes,
the dockers were told to either
‘do the job or go home’.

A Transport and General
Workers” Union official who fin-
ally arrived at the ship on
Wednesday told the men that
the firm would not listen to their
request for extra payments.

A deputation then visited
district secretary of the TGWU,
Mr. P, G. O’Hare and requested
that a viewing committee—con-
sisting of one representative of
the employers and a trade union
official—asses s the job for four
hours and  decide on the rate.
This request was turned down
by O’Hare who instructed them
to return to work.

Immediate response

On Thursday the remaining
4,000 dockers in No, 5 area
came out in support of the
men’s demands. After repeated
refusals by O'Hare to send an
official to the job, the strike
committee had no alternative
but to ask for the support of all
dockers on Merseyside.

The immediate response by
the total labour force on
Merseyside shows the bitter
feeling of all dockers in the
port over working conditions
and wages.

Attempts by the national
press to blame the dispute on
‘extremist elements’ are non-
sense. The strike committee,
which consists of members of
the TGWU, repeatedly advised
other controls along dock road
to remain at work in the hope
that the union would send an
official to the ship.

On Sunday a mass meeting
of 5,500 dockers — the largest
seen on Merseyside for years—
voted unanimously to send a
deputation to hand in a mandate
to O’Hare ‘to contact the port
employers to set up a viewing
committee on the disputed job
immediately upon a resumption
of work’.

The chairman of the meet-
ing on Sunday, Joe Cubbin,
a docker from the No. 5§
area where the dispute began,
received a five-minute ovation
for his speech which con-
cluded the meeting.

Showdown

He said that there had been
much talk that the dispute had
been deliberately provoked by
the employers in order to sap
the strength of dockers before
the showdown on wages, the
40-hour week and the ‘new deal’.

‘Let us get quite clear that the
employers are at it all the time
now, manipulating rates, reducing
gangs, increasing mobility of
labour, in fact testing us out while
they prepare behind the scenes to
smash our conditions under the
‘new deal’.

‘But if we let them get away
with this issue, and the men in
box 5 are forced to go back on
the employers’ terms with their
tails between their legs, then other
dockers will become demoralised
and the employers will continue to
pick us off one at a time.’

He said: ‘Some dockers have
suggested we should have confined
this dispute to box 5. The boys
in box 5 are not bigger than Smith

ship,

Coggins [the employer on the
timber boat] -but what we have
here today is twenty times bigger
than them.

‘The unity weh ave esablished
this week will show the port
employers how ‘we will fight
together on the issue of wages.
Make no mistake brothers, we
have got to prepare from the
Clyde .to the Bristol channel and
from London all round the ports
of Britain. When we take them
on we will ‘take them on all
together.

‘The dockers are the backbone
of British industry, yet they are
the lowest paid section of workers
in the country. We issue a
warning now to the whole capi-
talist class. If our demands are
not met then the whole country
will stop. -

Nationalize shipping

He received the loudest applause
when he said: ‘We will never be
able to solve the problem of the
dock worker until we have secured
the nationalization of shipping
and the docks industry., To do
that we will need the sort of unity
we have shown this week extended
to every port’

On the Monday morning
6,000 dockers assembled outside
the office of the TGWU at
9.30 a.m. shouting: ‘We want
O'Hare out of the Union’
When ‘O’Hare refised to give
a guarantee on a viewing com-
mittee the meén marched through
Liverpool to the pierhead where
they voted usianimously to con-
tinue the' strike.

They them marched back
through the city to the
TGWU office and the deputa-
tion came out for the second
time with O’Hare’s signature
to a statement giving the
assurance that he had pre-
viously refused.

Subsequently, a vote to return

to work on Tuesday was taken

but contained a warning that
if the viewing committee did not
turn up the next morning then
the strike would start again.

Not only was the viewing
committee theré on Tuesday,
but, after some discussion, it
also made an award increasing
the men’s earnings by about
£2 10s. per week.

Newsletter Meeting

‘WORKING
CLASS IS
CONFIDENT’

HE ‘Greet The Newsletter’

meeting beld in the Partick
Burgh Hall, Glasgow, last Sun-
day was attended by dockers,
car workers and other engineer-
ing workers, tenants, teachers,
office workers and many young
people who listened with great
interest to the policies which
The Newsletter fights for, put
forward by Reg Perry, Indus-
trial Organiser for the Socialist
Labour League.

Perry spoke about the signifi-
cance of the Chrysler-Rootes com-
bine for car workers in Scotland.

This meant greater exploitation
of workers. The only answer to
the rat-race of the very fierce com-
petition in car production was for
the indusiry to be taken out of the
hands of the emplovers, and put
in the hands of the working class,
added Perry.

RETREAT

This would mean a fight with
Labour’s  future prime nuindster,
since Wilson was retreating on the
question of nationalization.

Declaring that the Socialist
Labour League fully' supported the
dock workers in their demand for
£15 a week, Perry pointed out that
the ‘new deal’ proposals of the
Dock Labour Board, which in-
cluded 'a basic’ wage of £9 9s.,
meant’ that a dock worker with
three or four children would
actually receive, on a flat week,
less than the minimum sustenance

‘allowance rtegarded as necessary

by the National Assistance Board.

Referring to the slum housing
which exists in every large - city
ithroughout Britain, Perry stated
that the Labour Party leadership
had given no indication that they
will work to solve the housing
problem.

“The way Wilson is treading is
the road of Ramsay MacDonald
and the way the trade union
leaders are going is the way of
Jimmy Thomas, Snowden, Sir
Walter Qlitrine and others.

‘We are not prepared to sit
idly by and watch this happen and
are ‘encouraged by the way
workers, tenants and particularly
the youth are fighting back.

Disputes at Scots

steel mills

THHE steel firms of Colvilles and Stewart & Lloyds were
faced with stoppages of craftsmen in their Lanarkshire

plants last week.

At a shop stewards’ meeting
last week-end a4 motion to bring
out all craftsmen was narrowly
defeated.

Welders at the Coatbridge
plant of the British Tube Works
owned by Stewant & Lloyds
struck in demand that the firm
recognise  their union, the
Boilermakers® Society.

All mnegotiations within the
Tube Works are conducted by
the non-craft unions, mainly the
Transport and General Workers’

. Uniion. As a result the welders’

demands are: treated as un-
official. R

At the Gartcosh strip steel
mill of Colvilles Ltd. a machine
operator is reported to have been
sacked for refusing to operate a
machine which was outside his
normal duties.

Workers® claim the firm has
been trying to make the crafts-
men operate more than one
machine and. the men have
claimed flexibility payments for
this work. e _ ‘

One hundred and thirty-two
craftsmen  at the strip mill
immediately stopped work in

support of the sacked man.
They were joined next day by
the labourers who refused to

work alongside staff men
brought in to do maintenance
jobs.

At a meeting of shop
stewards, representing 1,400
craftsmen in the Danarkshire

steel industry, @ decision was
taken to recommend a strike
throughout the steel mills.

However, at a later meeting
at the week-end this decision
was reversed by a narrow
majority.

Profits of the steel combines
have increased during the last
six months until March 31.

Colvilles profits rose to
£7,500,000, nearly three times
the figure for the same period
one year ago. Stewart & Lloyds
showed a half-yearly profit of
nearly £9,000,000.

‘The employers fight hard to

keep maintenance and other

falbour costs to a bare minimum.

They aim to establish com-
plete freedom to move workers
from one machine to another
and if possible break down craft
traditions and rates.

‘Incentives’
would
worsen

conditions

LASGOW Corporation

Transport Committee is to
put up its fares again. They
claim that due to rising costs
the committee must increase its
revenmue or go into the red.

Another scheme, which was
announced by transport convenor
Alex Garrow, is the introduction
of an incentive scheme for
busmen.

The scheme would cut the
number of ‘buses and crews re-
quired during peak periods.

This constitutes a real threat
to busmen’s conditions and should
be fiought by all depots.

An incentive scheme for busmen
would extend the changes intro-
duced a few months ago for night
buses, which forced - crews to
accept more night work with very
little gain financiadly.

Included in the night schedules
was the ocutting down of the time
spent at each destination.

Discriminate

A bonus scheme would consider-
ably worsen the conditions of bus
crews further who would be en-
couraged to aoccept long hours of
duty without relief so long as this
was within the law.

A particularly bad feature of

_bonus schemes for busmen is the

way they
drivers and conductors.
Drivers are necessarily restricted
to hours on duty by the road
transport acts, but conductors can
be used for extended hours.
Glasgow busmen should fight
the scheme and demand increases
in pay without ‘incentives’. The
Glasgow Labour councillors
should be told to fight with a
future Labour government to
abolish loan charges and thus
reduce bus fares by integrating
road and rail transport fully.

Holidays
delay wage
claim

HOLIDAYS have begun at

the International Harvesters
fadtory in Doncaster and this
situation is being used to split
and dissipate any militancy in
the unions on the question of
wage demands.

At a meeting of the local
Amalgamated Engineering Union
a report was given on the recent
negotiations with the management.

A member of the rank and file
asked if the union officers had
gone to the employers and made a
definite wage cdlaim or left the
employers to make an offer.

An official replied that the
employers had asked the union
what minimum offer would be
acceptable. Union officers had
refused to state a minimum and
had asked for an offer to be made
so that it could be considered.

The meeting passed a resolution
recommending that the union wait
until September 5, when the next
set of negotiations with the em-
ployers begin.
who disagreed with this method of
fighting for a wage claim, however,
left the meeting.

One worker stated that the
meeting had not cleared anything
and that a decisive confrontation
with the management at the
earliest stape was necessary. To
continue to accept the pace set by
the management for the negotia-
tions was to play into their hands.

Len Philips, a shop steward,
has confused the issue of genuine
discontent with wages by stating
that the dispute is the result of
communist agitation. By bringing
up this time-worn bogey he is,
in fact, helping the bosses to split
the unified strength of the workers
in the factory.

discriminate between

Several members, |

More join
Glasgow
tenants’

fight

ORBALS tenants’ fight in

Glasgow for the demolition
of rat-infested slums -and re-
housing of all working class
families in decemnt homes with
the necessary modern conveni-
ences, continues to gather
momentom.

Every day more members are

recruited to the newly-formed
tenants’ association,
Last Thursday, 80 tenants

crowded imto the local school to
hear Dr. A. Cowan, a medical
practitioner who has agreed to
asgist the tenants, and Labour
councillor Meiklehone. _

Six local doctors who had
signed the petition of protest to
be presented to the City Chambers
were announced to the meeting.

There is no doubt that Dr.
Cowan ds sincere in his desire-
and determination = to achieve
better housing for Glasgow’s slum
dwellers.

But the question cannot be
tackled solely on medical and
sanditary grounds, however strong
these grounds may be. To achieve
their aims the tenants will need to
use the most important weapol
of all—political action. i

‘ ABANDONED

In this they may find themselves
at variance with Dr. Cowan and
some of their fellow tenants who
do not regard thie issue of cleaning
up the slums as a political fight.

Duning the course of the meet-
ing it became clear that. there
were a.number of people present
who were opposed to taking the
fight into the Labour Party, ..

Gorbals tenants have shown
they are prepared to fight, but they
have been virtually abandoned by
the Labour councillors and the
member .of - Parliament, Alice

The problem of the Gorbals,
Springburn, Townhead, Bridgeton,
Cowcaddens and other slum areas
cannot be solved by local
INeAsSUres.

Large-scale nationalization by a

future Labour government is' the
only way to combat high interest
rates on loans and the high cost
of building materials.
. Tenants should now take their
fight into the labour movement.
Careful preparations should be
made  for a lobby of Parliament
after the General Election,

Approaches should be made to
the Trades Council and the trade
unions for support and financial
assistance to build up a fund to
finance the campaign. Leaflets
should be distributed to tenamts
in other slum areas throughout
the city and a massive campaign
developed. :

Oatlands tenants have already
succeeded in stirring the labour
movement. The secretary of the
Glasgow Trades Council was
present at their last meeting and
stated 0 a member of the com-
mittee that he was prepared to give
assistance. A delegation should
now visit the Trades Council to
put their case.

Teeside clerks

union recognised
FTER wininng a complete
victory, 50 young clerical
workers ended their strike last
week at the Furness shipyard on
Teeside.

The company has apgreed to
recognise their union — the
Naltional Association of Clerical
and Supervisory Staffs-—and re-
instate the branch officials.

The stnikers, most of them girls,
had been owt on strike for nine
days. Before they received the
news that they had won their
dispute, they’ were planning a
demonstration at the same time
that Charles Clore, the millionaire,
visited the vyard to launch a
sulphur carrier.

Clore is believed to have an
interest in the yard through Sears
Holdings.

The meeting which ended the
strike recorded its thanks to the
1,500 manual workers in the yard
who had refused to co-operate
with the blacklegs which the firm
had attempted to employ.
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