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NO STOPGAP PREMIER CAN SOLVE FRANCE’S CRISIS

From our Paris Correspondent

Y THE TIME this dispatch appears some patched-

up solution may have been found to one of the

most infricate political crises France has known.
But whatever the solution it can only be a temporary
stop-gap.

About a fortnight before the Mollet Government fell
Pierre Mendés-France told the Radical Party Congress:
“There is no political issue which is not at present de-
pendent on the central issue: the only political problem
i Algeria’,

This statement-—and the fact that it remained onhy a state-
ment—sums up the present state of affairs in France. and the
mability of her bourgeois politicians to cope with it,

Mendés-I'rance is one of the cleverest of them. He can be
= man of decision and action, as he proved when he brought
t52 Indo-China war to an end.

Bui ca Algeria he has never taken u firm stand, has
neyver stopped wavering.

Why? Because the Algerian War 1s more than a colonial
war, It is more and more becoming a national problem lo
which no solution can be found which does not in ong way or
snother cndanger the stability of power in France

France has been losing her empire pisce by piece. But to
renounce Algeria would be more than another loss. It would
4 terrible blow 1 ezsy profits.

What is more, the evstence of about a million French set-
ters in Algeria: the presence of 300000 Algerian workers in
France; the fact that in six months a million voung French-
men will have passed through Algeria as soldiers: the cost of
:'r..: war (four times as much each day as the Indo-China

warlh: all these migan that any solution 1o the Algerian ques-

sion will plunge France into deeper crisis than ever,

the workers will enter the struggle

And the fear of all politicians and all parties is thal the
workers will come into the strogele with their own claims and
1heir own strength,

For the most conservative tections of the bourgeoisie Malict

zs for sivtcen monihs “the right man in the right place’, He

pursued the war 4s eneraetic ;l'I\ as uny Rightowing statesman,
and as leader of the Socialist Pacty he put a brake on popules
;ppmili:)n o the war.

But the Right wing of the Assembly got rid of him, partly
ange 1hey ohjected 1o the faxes he proposed—iaves. ironic-
enough, which the practive of their own policies had
made imavoidable!

There are lu-c‘cr decper feasons [or the conservatives
belrayal Pinay, Paul Reynaud and their friends

hzve hl.-‘n lﬁ hmn Diulles” warning that if these is no change
n France by Septemiber the USA mayv not give France fall
support at the United Nalions.

(Centineed on back pagel

FHE NEWSLETTER: CHANGE OF ADDRESS

It order to speed the handling of capy the asddress of The
“ewsletter is from today onwards that of its prinfers: 180,
Clapham Fligh Streel, London, S.W. 4.

All correspondence, subscriptions and inquiries should be
seni (0 the Editor, The Newsletler, at this address.
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BRIAN BEHAN AND JiM ROCHE RESIGN

Two former members of the Communist Party’s Execu-
tive Committee, Brian Behan and Jim Roche, have
tesigned from the party.

Brian Behan was on the Executive until the recent 25th
Congress, when because of his consisient criticisms his name
did not appear on the panel of those recommended for elec-
1ion 1o the new Executive, But he received 188 votes.

Behan, who is a building worker. announced his resigna-
tion in a letter 1o the secretary of his party branch in Norwood.

Jim Roche is one of the best-known leaders of the York-
shire clothing workers, was prominent in the Durton sirikes
before the war. and has boen a member of the Communist
Party for 27 years.

He was 1 member of the Yorkshire district commillee from
1930 10 1956, and of its secrctariat for many vears: was an
EC member from 1938 1o 19415 and served as Leeds city
seerefary and Yorkshire district organizer and on the parly’s
National Clothing Advisory Commitize.

He resigned from all his parly offices last November in
protest at the leaders” athtude 1o the Hungarian Revolution

A statement by Jim Roche giving hig reasons for resignation
will appezr exclusively in next weck's issue of The Newsletter.

ML.L5 SNOOPERS PESTER SCIENTISTS
ScrENTIsTS 4t Reading University's Physics Department
arc being pestered by “security” men: Reading MLP, lan
Mikardo and Lord Chorley have been asked to raise
the matter in Parliament.

On May 21 staff member Dr. Hodgson delivered
three lectures on ‘thermonuclear reactions’

Before the lecture was given Dr. Hodgson's professor was
t=lephoned by 4 Gossrnment securily cliicer, who asked what
the lecturer was going to say,

11 fact Dr. flodgseon has never had access 1o classified in-
r . zad all his staiements e drawn from pnblished

ources—some of which appeared fur back as 1937

From the tites announced it was chear that only the last of
the three lectures would refer to bombs or power statioms,
The first was 2 general account and the second was on stellar
sanTees ol energy.

Members of the siaff interpreted the iclephone call as a
tireat 10 interfere il Dr, Hodgson's subject-maiter Jdid not
have official approval.

Recently there have been attempls by
recrult agenls among the stall—men who
supply information about the pulitical vie

the first of

securily officars 0
would be willing to
va of their studenis.

Ome lecturer who was approached not only refused, but in-
formed his students of the reguest that had been made 10 him.

ETU STANDS BY THE HUNGARIAN WORKERS
By our Industiial Correspondent

Famure of the Electrical Trades Union leaders o pro-

test at the arrest of the voung Hungarian electrical

worker Sundor Racs helped bring about this week's

demonstration of solidarily with the Hungarian people.

Communist Party members were among these who voted
against Foulkes and Haxell, and = gave the union’s Stalinist
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leadership its first bodyv-blow for vears.

For the debate on Hungary to be taken in private session
was both unexpected and unprecedented. Asked “Do vou con-
deran ‘the Russian interventions”” and ‘Do vou demand the
immediate withdrawal of Russian troops!” the platform gave
equivecal replics.

By 174 votes to 1534 the conference defeated an amendment
which would have deleted from a T.uton mon’rm the words:

‘Cenference  therefore weltomes the financial assistan awd  solidaciey
shosn by the Excoetive Counal towards our C print l'm'n s but i<
warhed by the Ewecutive Council’s suitude shising dawi
the worzers ot Poznan and 15 belated p
Russian troops 1o suppress the workers' revaluti

By a large majority the delepates then pa‘«cd 2 rcmfu!mﬂ
mud-:mmn-‘ ‘the brutal attack of the Sovizt arms d forces on
the Huna:mdn people” and adding:

‘Wi demand that all Russun forces be
their presenees thers ] 3
Hung i :
etfleots h’
mlerveniion

[TEHE
. !ll-ﬂ

Tnmcnt of th\ ¢ own  ohe . bree trowm oeggsida

W ulww u—:n:n.l these imprisancd o deporied lor thetr part in the hghe
i ¢ be reicascd Jnd reTaro. homss

e seni 1o the 1

and o the Britkh Fuereign So

Before the vote Foulkes ashed his nnpnnenb “You recognize
you will be voting against the ECY There were cries ol "We
know we are’

The c.}itnriil in_ Wednesday's Daily Worker claining that
the view that the Hungarian rnmo was a workesrs” revelution
was merely ‘a proposition that has been frequently advanced
by Hungarian refugees’ has cut no ice among conference
defegates.

MERSEY TUGMEN JOIN NEW UNION

Following the decision of the Mersevside bargemen 10 leave
the Tr.m-.port and General Workers” Union and form their
own association. the local tug-boat men applicd for member-
ship. Their application was accepted by an overwhelming
majorily al a mass meeting.

NEW FORUNMS

A socialist forum has bzen set up in Ashton-under-Lyne. at
a meeting called by Mr. G. Crompton. a Manchester organizer
of the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade W orkers.

An inaugural meeting of the Canterbury socialist forum was
atiended by miners from the Kent coalfield.

CHALLENGE MAY CEASE PUBLICATION
AccoroinG 10 the fortnightly “News Leuer” issusd by
the national committee of the Young Communist
League, Challenge 15 in a serious position.

‘Puring the first five months of this wvear. the circulur
says, ‘Challenge has made a {rading loss of £200, W ere it not
Lor nearly 1000 extra copies taken of the June issue for
special mining sales (300 by Yorkshire) our order would be
the lowest ever.

“We are in danger of having no paper at all unless there iy
an immediate and_suh Tunll'fll_ incrzasz in tegular sales and
the Fund income of the paper.

COMMENTARY

N his television interview before the American

cameras Mr, Khrushchev was on reasonably sale

eround when he oftered the Wesl 4 “test” on the
popularity or otherwise of the Kdddr régime.

Why (he asked) don’t you withdraw vour troops from
Germany and France. and we will withdraw ours from
Germany, Poland and Hungary., and you will see that the
Kadar régime. which is the people’s régime in Hungary. will
Nourish for ages to come.

There is of course little likelihood of the imperialists’
accepting of their own voliticn the ‘test’ so cynically
proposed. And from the point of view of the Russian
paople, who suffered incredible hardships at the hands
of foreign troops in the Second World War, the argu-
ment that while American soldiers are in Bavaria, 7.000
miles from American soil, Russian soldiers had on the
whole better remain in Hungary, 300 miles from Soviet
soil. is at first glance a not unrcasonable one. (Tndeed,
this is a more honest argument than the cffusive pro-
nouncements about defending Hungarian socialism
against a ‘fascist pursch’.)

But can Russia really be defended from another oc-
cupation by her own continued occupation of Hungary
and her brutal suppression of the Hungarian pcopLs
aspirations for socialist democracy and national dig-
nity? Is what is happening in Hungary today in the real
interests of the Russians?

Recent reports from Hungary must cause pain and
anxiely Lo cvery socialist. According to a circumstantial
report in The Times Attila Szigethy, who was vice-
chairman of the national committes in Gvir during the
revolution, had been in the hands of Kadar's pohge for
three weeks when he broke his glasses, cut an artery

with a piece of broken lens, and then leapl to his death
from the window of a prison hospital. All who met
Szigethy in Gydr last October will mourn an honest
and upright man. no ‘fascist” or ‘counter-reyolutionary”
but an MP for the National Peasant Party and a sup-
porter of Tmre Nagy. There have been treason trials and
death sentences al Miskole. Dunapentele. Gyir. Sopron.
Magyvarovar and elsewhere, The Times has been carry-
ing accounts of the state of affairs in Kadar's intern-
ment camps, where, according 10 reliable estimates,
over 50,000 political prisoners. many of them workers’
council delegates, ure being held in atrocious conditions:
Inhuman overcrowding seems to be the worst parl of it
Rooms intended for 80 persons are now occupied by 200
Sanitary conditions are said to be indescribable. it being
impossible for the prisoners to keep themselves clean. They
sleep crowded together on straw palliasses spread on racks
or shelves, ... Judging by the battered and sometimes muti-
lated condition of some of the people who have since been
released from these plices. the Ireatment there scems cer-
tainly to be no betler than in the bad old dayvs of Mr. Rakosi.

*

OW can the British Labour movement help the

Hungarian people in their ordeal? The stand

taken by the ETU conference in defiance of their
Stalinist leaders is onme immediate practical way. An-
other is by redoubling our efforts for the withdrawal of
British and American troops from Germany and France.
The fight against Stalinism and its crimes cannot be
scparated from the fight against imperialism and ity
crimes. To end the American occupation of France and
Western Germany would remove any shred of justifica-
tion. real or supposed, for the continued Russian occu-
pation of Hungarv, Poland and Eastern Germany. It
would strengthen the hand of those who. in Russia as in
America and Britain, urge that ‘the boys be brought
home'. It would call Khrushchev's biuff.
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US SOCIALISTS DEFY WITCH-HUNTERS
From our New York Correspondent

Lrapers of the newly-formed American Forum-—for
Socialist Education are hitting back bravely at the
Euastlund  Sceurity Subcommittes’s altempted  witch-
hunt, -

Forum chairman the Rev, A, J. Muste, the well-kno=n
pacifist, has told Mississippi Senator Eastland:

‘1 must on gronnds of conscience, and in line with my con-
ception of my duty as a citizen in a democratic society, de-
cline 1o answer the guestions 1 your letler.

‘Should T be subpocnacd to appear before the Internsl
Security Subcommittee. it would be impossible for me o do
more than appear and stale my reasons for declining to &n-
swer questions of the nature set forth in your letter.”

Eastland had put five guestions about the orgin of the
Torum and about the meetings of its 20-member National
Commatice.

When Dr. Albert ‘I-}lumhcrg. one of the two communists on
the Narional Committee, was summoned hefore Senator fohn
AL Butler, he refused o answer the questions put o him.
declaring that they vinlated his political rights.

Esastland is alse currently attacking the trade union move-
ment. He has just subpoenaed several officers of the United
Automohile Workers™ Ford Local 600 1o appear before his
commnitec.

THEY MARCHED FOR RACIAL EQUALITY
From our New York Correspondesi
CONVERGING on the nation’s capital by plancs, buses.
molorcades and freedom trains, 27,000 Negroes and
whites from coast to coast marched on Washington on
May 17 in the country’s greatest demonstration for

equal rights. L
It was a monumental event. this vanguard army that ex-

rended 1o a national scale the mass action patiern of the
Montgomery and Tallahassee bus boscotts against segregation,

The thousands did not come to lobby. nor did they come
merely 1o hear speeches or to pray, They came, 25 one New
Yark department store worker said, “becavse T fecl this is the
greatest thing that ever happened in Americz. This brings us
closer together. In unity there is sirength, and we are marching
together; alone you can’t do anything, logether we can win.

The assemblaze hailed each note of militancy from the
speabers, and by their very presence—at great sacrifice to
shemselves—expressed their determination that diserimination.
wherever it rears its head. must be smashed now.

‘Increasing hypocrisy and basic dishonesty’

Adam Clayton Powell, a Negro Congressman. Teceived an
eathusiastic response when he charged both the Republican
znd Democratic partics with “increasing hypocrisy and basic
dishonesty” and called for the use of passive resistance ‘botin
cally amsd nationally’ including “work sloppages. CCONOMIC
bovcotts, sildown strikes, slowdowns, picket lines and above
zll. political umty’.

Martin Luther King. leader of the historic Montgomery bus
Soscon, told his audience that both big parties had betraved
the canse of justice.

“I ke Demncrats have betrayed it by capitulating to the prs-
iudices and undemocratic practices of the Southern Dixie-

215, The Republicans have betrayed it by capitulating o the
blztant hypocrisy of Right-wing, reactionary Northerners.”

The= "Praver Pilgrimage [or Freedom’, as the march was ofii-
sially called, was planned by 75 Negro spokesmen from fifteen
siates. under the chairmanship of. the Rev. Martin Luther
xing. Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of the National Asso-
siation for the Advancement of Coloured People, and A,
Fhilip Randolph. president of the Brotherhood of Slesping
Car Porters. to protest the terrible intimidation and terror

which coloured people are living' and “to arouse the
we of the nation'. ‘

Adthough the turn-out fell short of the 50.000 goal, the
march peinted to the future: the vast throng glimpsed its own
strength when united in action. That they had been able to
accomplish a nationzl mobilization in Washington gave a4 tre-
mendous 1ift to the morale of those who were there.

They came in spite of a leadership that was alraid o
mobilize mass action: Jdespite the silence of the Press: despite
the rally being held on a work-day [rom noon 1o three: despiie
2 Labour leadership that by and Jarge gave mere lip service
10 the project. i

A Spanish-speaking trade unionist summied it up when he
said: T believe in brotherhood against diserimination. We
are demonsirating that we are united and ready w fight for
one anolher. 1 had 1o fight [or the Government in World
War I[—this time were fighting for ourselves.” _

USSR

WRITERS WHO SET A ‘BAD EXAMPLE’

THE novel "Not by Bread Alone’ is no longer the prin-
cipal object of attack for the reactionary forces in the
Soviet literary world.

It has been replaced by a symposium of stories, poems and
gseays from various hands, entitled Literaturnays Moskyva
{Literary Moscow)t which came out under the editarship of
V. Kaverin. the Jewish writer whose “Open Book® and “[wo
Captains’ have been published here in recent vears.

Typical of the criticism this symposium has evoked 15 an
article by the Tajik poet Mirza lursun-zade.

“These are harmiul works. he wrote on May 19, “which do
not assist but impede our cause, the Soviet people’s effort for
the triumph of communism.

“We know that bad cxamples are carching. Among us in
Taiikstan there has appeared a postess, Folanova by name.
who has written a cvele of harmful verses. Tn one poem she
speaks of “not being taught to tell the truth, [rom the school
bench onward™.

‘1 find her poetry identical with that of Revhdestvensky,
who published in Literaturnaya Moshva a picce of verse
saying that until now it had been dense black night and only
now did he feel the approach of dawn. Is this not a lampoon
upon our reafity, a departure from the method of socialist

realism?
LH.

MOSCOW TALKS, 1955
by 1. B. Salsberg

(This is the third in the series of articles “Izlks with
Seviet |eaders on the Tewish Question’)
I~ July 1955 I finally reccived an alfirmative reply 1o
my request to go to the Soviet Union. The sole purpose
of my visit was to discuss with the Commumst Party
of the Soviet Union what had happened to Jewish life
in that country since 1948.

Upon my return I once again refrained from writing or
speaking publicly about the resuits of my visit. The only
exceplion was an interview granfed 1o the Nuie Presse in
Paris. This interview was reprinted in the Morning Freiheit
and in other progressive newspapers and a shorl interview
was published in the Vochenblatt,

In other words. for me it once again became a question of
keeping silent publicly and lighting inside the parly. Here is
why.

In my first conversations with responsible although second-
rank representatives of the parly in Moscow an elfort was
made to convince me that there really existed no Jewish prob-
lem in the TISSR. When | insisted on an official discussion,
the party’s Central Committes appeinted 2 special commission
to meet with me.

The commission gave me in substance the following an-
swers to my guestions.

_ The Jewish Anti-Fascist Commitice was dissolved becauss
it had ceased to fulfil the function for which it had been es-
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tablished. It had been created during the war for specific war
needs and after the victory over fascism it became superflluous.

Bourgeois nationalist influences had penctrated the Anti-
Fascist Commillee. A Jewish member of the commission
added that. shortly after Golda Meir arrived in Moscow as
the first ambassador from Israel. 2 large crowd of Jews staged
a demonstration for her in front of the Moscow synagogue.
He also said that he knows thal secret Zionist groups exist.

Jewish writers had been arrcsted. This was the work of
Beria and ‘regrettably. innocent people died as his victims',
Writers of numerous nationalities—not only  Jews—also
suffered.

The Soviet Governmenl was teviewing all cases involving
Beria's arrests. All those falsely arrested were being freed and
rehabilitated.

A number of the Tewish writers had already returned home.
1 was urged 1o be patient and assured that those still remain-

SALSBERG LLEAVES THE PARTY |

Together with three other prominent Canadian
communisis. J. B. Salsherg has resigned from the |
Labour-Progressive Party.

The others are Sam Lipshiiz, for eighteen ycars
secretary of the party’s National Jewish Committee;
Stewart Smith, leader of the party in Ontario, and
Quebec erganizer and former national ireasurer Harry
Binder.

In their resipnation statement the four said: “Under
its present leadership uand with ifs present policies the
LPP is uwnwilling to make a break with its deeply-
rooted sectarianism and Stalinist methods of work
und thinking.

‘The conlinued uncritical ucceptunce by the LPP of
all policies and pronouncemenis of the CPSU as the
tast, final and undispuiable law of Marxism. .. the
refusal of the LPP leadership (o raise ity voice in |
prodest against the unjust, anti-socialist actions of the
Soviet leadership towards Jewish culture...demon-
strate the LPP Jeadership’s lack of independent
thinking, without which any socialist working-class

pariy dooms ibsell 1o ideological sterility, political
ineflfectiveness and decline.”

ing in prison would shortly be relcased.

When I asked when and where. assuming the Anti-Fascist

Committec was infected. the question of bourgeois nationalism
was discussed with the committee, | received no answer.
_ T then wanted 1o know why, this committee having outlived
its uselulness, as they said. 2z new social-cultural committee
along the lines existing in Poland was not organized. They
Teplied that there was no need for such a committec,

1 received no clear-cut answer to my question regarding the
fate of such prominent writers as Bergelson, Feffer. Markish.
Kvitko. Hofshtein. Der Nister.

One member of the commission repeated. however. that he
knew that “innocent people had been done away with'. (I be-
Jieve that the members of the commission really didnt know
the details) B

The representatives of the Ceniral Committce were ex-
ceedingly hospitable. They arranged a number of personal
meelings for me with important individuals. T had a long
talk with Rabbi Shliffer and some of his congregationz]
leaders.

1 also met Saul Lubimov. a singer who had just returned
from “Beria's exile’. 1 attended the first of his three concerts
in Moscow—the first completely Yiddish concert for mamy
years. Although the weather was very hot, tickets were sold
out well in advance. ’

1 had a long talk with the manager of the central concert
bureau. They oullined for-me their plans for a series of
Jewish concerts in some ten cities. They were confident that
these concerts would all be sold out,

T also spoke to many Jewish people in the streets, in res-
taurants, in stores, afthough not all were prepared to 1alk to
a foreigner.

From all these conversations, discussions and mectings it

34

became clear 1o me that the sudden closing of the Jewish in-
stitutions was—as I had suspected all along—a brutal act of
violence.

The explanation that “integration” (Russification) was res-
ponsible for the cessation of all Jewish social and cultural
activity was thoroughly false despite the fact that the process
of assimilation had undoubtedly been going on.

As to the leading Yiddish writers. it appeared that a great
tragedy had occurred. Although no one admitted that they
were dead. no one was prepared to assure me that they were
alive.

Ir was evident that things were obviously improving and
one could expect them to improse still further.

Nevertheless. even though the first signs of cultural revival
were appezaring. the official party approach to the guestion
of Jewish cultural-communal activity is in my opinion both
negative and inconsistenl.

When I returned in August 1955 1 made a full report to the
Nztionzal Executive of my pacty. My conclusion was that, to
my greal regrel. Ty previous position on this guestion was
more than confirmed. that the official position was crroncous
and that the party should review its position and publicly
admit its mistake.

Furthermore, although 1 was a member of the National
Committee. and although my inguiries in the USSR had re-
ceived the aspproval of the National Exccutive of myv party,
they were nevertheless of & personzal character. I therelore
suggested that the LPP as a whole should place the matier
bzfore the top leadership of the CPSUL

Unforwnately the Exccutive of the Canadiun party could
ot bring itsell Lo agree with these coaclusions. They simply
could not understand that such things could have happenced
in the Sovigt Unien.

After many delays it was agreed that. since a very important
feader of the party would soon be in the Soviel Union. he
would again take up the whole question with the CPSU on
the basis of myv report.

ki became clear as day

Upon his return the discussions would be resumed in the
LPP’s National Executive. Under these circumstances, and in
the continued belief that the best wayv 10 influence the situz-
tion was through party channcls, I agreed lo wait

This resulted in another pericd of silence on my part—of
pursuing the matier “inside’.

Thus the situation dragged on until the Twentigth Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in February
1956. It was there (hat Khrushchev made his histaric speech
about the crimes that were commilted under Sialin's leader-
ship.

Now it became clear as dav. especially after the famous ar-
ticle in the Warsaw Folks-Shiimme. what had actually hap-
pened to Jewish colture and itz creators in the Soviet Union.

The party then adopted the resolution acknowledging its
error and re-elected me to its National Excoutive. It was fur-
ther agreed that I should leave immediately for Lhe Soviet
Union to take up ancw this whole guestion with the Soviet
leadership.

LETTERS

DONALD YEALL REPLIES TO S.J.

THE Anglo-Soviet Journal’s book reviewing policy is
nothing but crude Moscow propaganda.

Prof, E. H. Carr's book 'The Interregnum’ (1934) was never
reviewed. It dealt with Lenin's testament and the struggle for
power after Lemin's death. s

Never reviewed were Tsaac Deutscher’s books ‘Russia after
Stalin® (1953), "Hereties and Renegades” (1953) and ‘The Pro-
phet Armed’ (1955) (a biography of Trotsky!)

Any good public library contains several readable books on
the ferment of ideas in the TSSR since Stalin’s death. Not
one has been reviewed. The AST is scared of de-Stalinization,

Book reviewers are handpicked. All political books. such as
the Works of Stalin, are reviewed only by those “on the party
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line. Leeal books are reviewed by those who consider the
USSR to have ‘greater rights of defence than any other coun-
tey in the world, never by those members of the Society for
Cultural Relations who consider that the Soviet legal system.
<o far as concerns civil liberties. is substantially feudal.

There has always been a minority of members of the SCR
who knew the essential lacts contained in Khrushchev's secret
speech before he made it—yet these members have never been
allowed 1o eapress their views m the AST,

lhe ASI prefers fo publish an cxeessive number of trans-
lalions of the oflicial view instead of survess. as this is a
subtle wav of plugging the Moscow line. No survey has con-
tained any serious criticisms.

King Street instrncted the editor of the ASI that surveys
were dangerons because ‘subjective judgments’ might come
into play which ditfered from Moscow.

he SCR's sectional bulletins, by contrasl. are much moss
lively and interssting, and show dilferences of opinion in ihc

USSR.

Donald Veall,
Csher (Sugrey).

NOTES FOR A JOURNAL

8.J., assistant editor of the Anglo-Soviet Journal, wriles:

We received a review copy of “Notes For A Journal™ from
André Deutsch on July 11, 1955, Il was given out for review
and thus inadvertenily omirted from the “Publications Re-
ceived’. Unlortunately, as sometimes happens (other sullering
editorial s1affs will bear me out). the reviewer protractedly
failed to produce copy.

By the time the assistant editor’s forbearance had finally
run out—ihar is alier three issues of the ASI—the book had
been published for eighteen months. Trying another reviewer
would have meant a Ume-lag of probably almest two years,

This 1 folt would be overdoing things. even for a dilatory
semi-learnsd guarterls: and the book’s general subject was
anvhow rather a borderline case in the AST terms of refer-
ence, So I let 1t go.

1 gather from reading reviews clsewhere by well-known
critics of the TUSSR that the work 1s in any case commonly
accepled as not being genuinely from Litvinov's pen.

Mav | mention in passing that for almost two vears now
1he oitice stafl of the ASJ has consisted of about one-third ol
a less than half-time worker?

! Where Should Ex-Communists Go!

‘LABOUR PARTY OUR GENERAL STAFFY

Brrore going oo far, ex-Communists and thoss still
in the Communist Party need lo discover where they
are now,

For many years we have imagined ourselves struggling in
incrensingly bitter class war and lottering on the brink of 2
catastrophic capitalist erisis which got deeper with every vear
that it was delayed.

Is this really where we live today? Or have not some of the
slujce-gates of the capitalist dam been forced open, relieving
rather than exacerbaung the height and pressure of the class
struggle?

Both sides are strong. but the British capitalists seem to
prefer to vield a lintle here and there vather than allow pres-
sure 10 be built up for a final showdown. Consequently there
is pot the faintest breath of a revolutionary situation. If the
workers can’t be dragged from_ their TV sels to attend meet-
ings. they certainly won't lzave them to man the barricades.

The British workers have tended to accept the Tabour
Party's analysis of the situation. May it not be that that
znalysis has been mwore scientifically correst. even in the
Maraist sense, than that of the Communist Party? And may
not the [abour Parly and Trades Union Congress be moie
appropriate Lorms of working class arganization in this sitna-
tion than the Communist Party? Their general statf s at least
235 well organized and already has the mass of workers behind
it -

Fortunately the idea of socialism still lives among the work-
ers. Our job pow is to discover our real situation in Britain
and the world. and so to cleanse and sweeten the name of
socialism in the ears of the workers and their leaders. that as
rzal opportunitics are presented the workers will be able to
insist that the road chosen will be a socialist one.

Dick Goss,
L.ondon,. S.E9.

A MAN-HUNT IN DEYON

The Mid-Devon Hunt at Chanford was called upon by the
police o assist in the search for an escaped prisoner. The
stag-hounds and the master spent two hours in pursuit of a
man.

This disgusting incident shows clearly the close connection
batween the country gentey and the local forces of order.

The denial of dignity to a man. ¢ven an cscaped prisoncr.
secems o show that some of the attitides of Dickens’ day are
still with us. When you hunt 2 man with a pack of hounds
vou are nol upholding the authority of the law—you are
hunting a man with a pack of hounds.

Antony Steel,
London, N.W.11.
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“‘YOU HAVENT CONVINCED ME YET?Y
Maxy Communist Parly members who have recently
resigned now seem Lo regard the Labour Party ds the
salvation of socialism,

While. Tike many of your contributors. 1 have mispivings
about the Communist Parry and somie of its leaders I fail w
see in what way the [abour Party s more honest. Do iis jour-
rals report the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

Surely it the leadership of any party has lost its id=als 1 is
the Labour Parly leadership. We all know its records of bans
and proscriptions. on forcign policy, etc. (and that of socialist
atnernments 1 other countrics),

We know the Parliamentary Labour Party is not governed by
the policy of the rank-and-file membership.

Therefore [ am puzzied at the sudden whole-hearted sup-
port. Why should Marxists dissatistied with the Communist
Party now join the lLabour Party (which they probabiy lelt
vears ago anyway) where they will be just as. or even more.
rrustrated? s this party now going to be transformed by ex-
Commuiist Party members?

1 would like mure convincing arguments than T have heard
so far from my friends to convert me 1o this idea. Perhaps
those who have been putting this forward will have the ap-
portunity of replving in future issues of The Newsletter.

Mary Vernon,
Southampton,

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER...

T must add my congratulations 1o the others you have no
doubt received.

The Newsletter improves with each jssue. and one can really
believe that before very long we will have a socialist news
service with world-wide correspondents giving us truthful in-
[ormation wesk by week without the propagandist ballvhon
fed to us for so many years.

That the need 1s there is obvious and if your encrgy can
call forth the response to meet that need vou will have made
a greal contribution to the awakening socialist movement in
Brifain.

Joz Young,
London. SE 3.

... IT'S GREATLY APPRECIATED

T find the issues T have seen very attractive. It is very wise
to avoid the trap of concentrating solely on anti-King Street
Fnlcrnics, I like the broad nature of the views expressed; dif-
erences of opinion should not lead to excommunication,

Your science correspondent’s contribution is greatly appre-
ciated also.

PS., Ruislip.
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SOCIALISM AND THE H-BOMB

MosT oF humanity is appalled, not only by the threat
of H-bomb warfare, but by the great risks that the very
testing of thess weapons brings to us all.

So that governments can flourish these weapons. millions
must live in [ear. and possibly bear physically the backlash
of the tests.

Socialists must have a clear and unequivocal answer on
this—and any State that claims to be socialist must. oo
H-bombs are not weapons of defence. but of retaliatory mass
destruction und lerror. I do not believe that in any circum-
stances a socialist State can use or test these weapons,

A socialist State should not rely on the threat of destruction
to millions of innecent people for its security.

To abandon these weapons would not alter one whit the
ability of the Sevict Union lo defend hersell. but. on the
contrary. as a genuine act of interpationalism. it would
strengthen her in the hearts of millions of people.

And that is where the true defence of socialism lies.

Ken Tarbuck.
Birmingham.

FRANCE (Continoed from front page)

A long-delayed settlement is looming, and the men of the
Right prefer to face it with a Government that is not merely
pliable. but under their control, Having squeezed what they
want from the Socialist Party they throw away the rind.

What next? Can the Right wing settie itself firmly in power?
The answer 1o this depends on the Parliamentary” game, now
mare complicated than ever before.

Some want Mollet back, but with a fair number of Right-
wing ministers. Others would prefer a Cenire Government
(with some Radicals and the Christian Democrals). The Soci-
alists are not keen to take power again, The Christian Demo-
crats will take part in a Government only il the socialists do.
And so on. . . .

Gallons of ink and reams of paper are used up discussing
it Bul it is muzh ado abonr very little. For nathing will be
changed when the Parliamentary jigsaw has been rearranged.
The new CTabinet will Tace a social erisis, and from a long-
ferm point of view the fall of Mollet 1s hardly more than a
step towards an ultimate explosion.

‘Ihe workers, their parties, their trade unions; these who
suffer from the Algerian war: the caommon people of France:
how is their strength going to express itszlf? Does the working
class have a solution? And can it impose 1t? I shall try to
answer these guestions in my asst dispatch.

HOW TO DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION

As u supplement (o a recent issne of L'Etincelle
(The Spark). the vigorous clandestine discussion jour-
mal of the anti-Stalinists in the French Communist
Party, there has appeared *A Study of Stalinism’.

This is an inferesting atiempt 21 a  theorefical
analysis of such questions ss “The Stalinist Concep-
tion of Enfernatiomalism” and "Stalinist Compromises’.

The author makes ihe interesting point that Stalin-
ism is churacterized not by its recognition of the need
to defend the USSR against imperialism—this re-
nains the duty of the working-class movement'—hut
by its methods of doing this:

‘The circumstances which could justify holding
back the reveluticnary élan of the French working
class in thie name of the security of the Soviet Union

 have eatirely disappesred. The cause of socialism
demands on the contrary that the party should active-
Iy play iis role of revelutivnary vanguard,

I P N B P i i T NN PRI
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PLYAKU'S FAMILY JAILED. SAY REPORTS

Reports reaching Yugoslavia from Albania say the wile and
three children of Panajot Plyvaku, a Minister in the Albanian
Governmenl and Communist Party central commilice member.
who fied 10 Yugoslavia on May 16. have been pul in a con-
cenfralion camp.

| JOURNAL

A welcome arrival

One’s first impression of The New Reasoner, A Quarterly
Journal of Socialist Humanism, is its sheer compass. How
could Saville and Thompson manage to produce 144 pages
packed with interesting matter (theres even 2 bit of musich)
for a mere four boh?

The fact remains. they have done so. and any reader of The
Newsletter who has not yet sent for his copy to llolly Bank.
Whitegate. Halifax (Yorks) is missing @ rich collection thal
worthily continues the Reasoner tradition.

levy on Soviet socialism: Worsley on Kenya: Hobsbawm
on the Victoriun critics of Karl Marx: Thompson on socialist
humanism: Hussey on Rothstein: this is what the Marsisi
Quarterly could have been and should have been.

Filling the gap

But that was not King Street’s intention. so it was killed—
and it is le[t 10 The New Reasoner and Labour Review and
the forthcoming magazine Forum that Michael Segal and
Royden Harrison are going 1o cdit 1o fill the gap.

All in all this burgeoning of new magazines is a healthy
sign. Each has its part to play in the ferment, and there is
growing evidence of a willingness to give room to other peo-
ple’s ideas. side by side with hard-hitting and fruitful polemics.

In the July-August number of Labour Review. for instance,
Dr. R.W. Davies will be writing on ‘The Inadequacies of
Russian Trotskyism'.

Another interesting feature of Labour Review's neat issue
will be an article by Joseph Redman, author of Reasoner
Pamphlet No. 1 (The Communist Party and the Labour Left,
1925-297) discussing Communist policy during the General
Strike period.

Battersea carries on

While on the subject of new publications, I think the social-
ists down at Ballersea bus garage deserve a special word of
praisc for their Bulletin.

This used to be published by the Communist Party eroup in
the garage. Now there is no such group—but the Bulleiin goes
proudly on as a Marxist monthly. with articles on the en-
gincers” sirike. Hungary and ‘Conducter Blogzs and the H-
bomb’ that are wurthy of something much less modest than
this little duplicated paper.

I liked the story in its gossip column about the Kensinglon
fady who gave a bus-driver 2 sweet and said: “Thanks for
waiting for me.”

Which just goss to show,” said the driver afterwards. “If
they get on the driver's a good bloke, If thev don't get on the
conductor’s a b-—-

A generation ago

A “doubting comrade” is one who docs not accept Pollit’s
estimale of the present state und needs of the Party. Any-
body who takes part in the discussion miust either endorse his
view. or stand branded (bv Comrade Pollitt) as deliberately
sabotaging the Partv’s progress. ...

‘There is. he says. nothing to stop anv member from sending
complaints and criticism 1o the Execulive. A notable conces.
sion! Bul is the limil of human desive reached by the exten-
sion of permission to write to the EC sbout 17 ..

‘Our job is only to carry out instructions at the double. and
stand to attention till the next order comes. This is quite de-
finitely the sort of Party that seems to be adumbrated in
Pollilt’s strictures. ... It is quite definitelv the sort of Parts
that seems to be desired by many who have had 2 hand in the
Process of rearganization.

(Thos. A. Jackson in The Communist Review. val. IV. no.
12, pp. F37-9. April 1924)) '

Saving of the week
Mr. Bill Carron, ARU president, on getting a 20 per oent
pay rise without ‘sirings” and one week’s extra holiday {the
rank and file only ger a f{orinight): .
‘I am very pleased. Naturally we all like to get the lot if we
possibly can, but in this life it doesn’t alwavs befall us.”
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