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A New and Decisive Test of Givil Liberties in ‘A'meric'd Today

IS SOCIALISM ‘SUBVERSIVE'?

The official document of the De-
partment of Justice which is pub-
lished in its enfirety inside this
issue reveals that the govern-
ment iz willing to declare publicly
—through its attorney general's
office—that opposition to the copi-
talist system gs such, and the od-
vocacy of beasic socialist idews, is
“subversive” in its eyes.

This_is the political meaning of the
case against the Independent Socialist
League which it now presents, as
grounds for-placing the Independent So-

cialists on itd “List of -Subversive Or-
ganizations.”

Not-only is this decument the. first such

“Stafement. of Grounds’' .which it hos-. k'?

séedi—ond thet Uself IS “heWi—bar i i
the firyt frank declaration by the Ims:—
nessmen’s’ odminisiration in Washington
that s witchhuat against norconformist
opinien iz not Hmited- even to the Stalin-
ists but is directed in defense of the copi-
tollst social system againsi all radical
opponents of the status quo.

This is not a “legal” interpretation;
that will be up to the couris, and it is
alse dealt with in the extensive reply to
the attorney general by the ISL, as it
will be dealt with by the ISL's counsels
in court if necessary., This comment is
concerned with the pohtwa! meaning of
the aftorney general’s document. And
that meaning is plain and clear, with a
legs-than-expected amount of doubletalk
and equivoeation.

HEART OF THE CASE

.In a sense, the povernment agency
probably had ne. alternative but to take
this new and unprecedented line-—that
is, short of agreeing to the demand that
the ISL be removed from the mnotorious
list. For the very presence of the ISL on
this list was from the beginning a tést
of its character. From the beginning, the
only conceivable reason for its inclusion
{bv the Truman administration to start
with) and its retention (by the Eisen-
hower men) could have been nothing
else than its thoroughgeing opposition
to capitalism as well as to Stalinism,
and its oppesition to the new world war
which is -looming, opposition hoth to the
American war bloc as well as that of the
Russian, totalitariaps. -

. “Force -and violence™? As the ISL re.
ply cogently shows, oné of the remarkable
aspects of the government's stoted cage
is that it ddes not even charge in so meny
words that the 151 advecates the "over-
throw of the goversment by force and
vielence™! .

“Apents of a foreign power”? Thig, of
course, is part-of the rationale for the

witchhunt against the Stalinist party,

which ig indeed a puppet of the Ruseian
tyrants; and even some liberals have
compromised themselves in supperting
phuses of the purge system on the

‘ground that it ig necessary to guard the

coupt:y against Moscows tmpenahst

designs.

Bt the cage of the ISL, the Depart-
nient of Justice i3 dealing with a move-

i :ut‘t‘ﬂﬁmffnﬂy oppased to the

'H means the presently dominant

weent gohoga whole record and political.
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For the first time the government pre-
sents an ofﬁcml_ Statement of Grounds
for placing Socialists — anti-Stalinists —

on the Subversive List

For the first

time, the government officially admits
its bhelief that what is subversive’ is
socmlist opposition to capitalism itself.

Swlmtst movemem the SMmest L ys

teni, the Russidn dwc’é?ofs?up, 3 wars,
ifs dmperialist expansion, its methods
and itg- politics.

Reprehenalble as the “subverswe ist”
is as a whole in conception and method,
nothing about it is s¢ clearly monstrous
as the inclusion f a militantly Marxist
gocialist organization like the 1SL, whose
entire political program is based on the
position of the “Third Camp”—opposi-
tion to both exploitive systems™ in the
world today and both their war camps.

But if independent Secialism is opposed
to both capltaiism and Stalinism, it is the
first part of this which is its "erime™ in
the view of Eisenhower’s police-minded
purgers. The ISL stands accused of adva-
cating the obolition of capitalism ond the
establishment of a socialist soclety—noth-
ing less.

A poinbb;-pmnt demonstration of this
fact is given in the ISL reply. Here are
a few hlghhghts which show the line
taken by ihe government.

"S:OCIAL PHILOSOPHY"

"Look at Point 7 in its "Statement of
Grounds”—

“The ‘changes’ ‘advocated by the WP,
ISL and SYL, if carried out, would re-
sult in the destruction of the existing
form of government in the Un}gd States,
and in place thereof would be” .ablished
an entively new social phlissophy end
system  of ‘proletarian international-
ism. " (Our emphasis.)

Thus is revealed what the Department
of Justice meuns by “the exisbing form
of government” and why 1t does nol even

drag in the accusation of seeking change”
by force ond vielemse.!

- By "the exitting form of government”
"secial
philotophky ond system'—which is known
os capitalism.

_.The ISL is being accused of advocat-
ing “an entirely new social philesophy
and system.” This is true; of course! It
is socialism. We can leave aside the po-
Htieal illiteracy shewn by the police-
minds of the Justice Department in its
way of using the term “‘proletarian in-
ternationalism,” which is enly one of the
necessary aspects of socialism.

Whaet remaing is that the secialist
“philosophy” or “preletariad internation-
alist” views are Frankly prosevibed as
“subverstve” by this:ageticy of the gov-
erivment. I% then,. b’ourgsoes mtemthm

alism pmper? Or is_any form of mter—
" nationalism a “orime ?

Look at the “Inferrogatories’” sef down
by the Justice Department—all-of which
must be mmportant, in its opinion, in de-
termining whether the views of the ISL
aye “subversive.” Skipping the “fishing”
questions at the beginning, which the
Justice Department presumably consid-
ers to be clever, look at Interrogatory 24
and 25.

THIS IS THEIR EVIDENCE!

Following out the implications direct-
ly contained 4n these, we find that it is a
“erime”—
® To advovete the desirabilily of a sys-
tem of government “founded upon the
principles of Marx, Engels and Lenin™!
{The government is not concerned with
the question of how this “system of gov-
ernment” is to bhe attained, whether by
a peaceful vote of the .majority of the
people or not, What iz “subversive” is
that it will abolish the capitalist sys-
tem. ) ’

0 To advocate that it is necessary to
“abolish all existing capitaliat states™!
{The World-Federalizsts advocate that it
is necessary to abolish all national states,
Let them beware!)

o To advocate that “the workers must
eventually destroy the existing eapiialist
regime”! (There—the cat is out of the
bag. . . . There is not even a question
reised here of advocating the abolition
of capitalism by force and violence” or
“hy unconstitutional means.’”)

» To teach that “capi-talists eontrol the

, existing form of government in the U.8.

and uge it against the workers as a re-
pressive foree”! (This is a “dangerous
thought,” The capitalists and their self-
admitted servitors who control the U.S.
state wili charge you with “subversion®

if you hold this opinion about them....)-

in interrogatory 25 we find that it is a
“erime' to choracterize both the U. S.
and the USSR as “"war blocs” and ask for
a “revived sociolist working-class strug-
gle uqulns! both cepltalism and Stailn-
ism."”

Such zre the simple words which the
Justice Department solemnly quotes as
“evidence” of the subversive character
of the IS1.?

I# is e "erime" to write that there is a
need for o "democratic soclalist Interna-
tonalist power copable of withstonding
Woshington: and the Kremlin." .
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This, quoted by 4tself is a count in the
government’s evidence that the ESL 3§
“subversive’!

Read the other “subversive” quotationg. %
from the ISL: press, particularly the N
hasic statement of elementary socialisk e
views contaired in the ISL “Program in
{3;1?1' as quoted in Interrogatory 25

3"

CRIME: ANTL-WAR VIEWS

But even this does not get down fa .
the most sensitive layer of the police- '3
minds' reaction to the Independent o= 3
cialist pmgram Behind all other aspects,
of the erime of advoeating socialism is"
the most heinous one of aIlw—!ndependenf-
Socialists refuse fo give political support.
to. unpenahst Jmar by the American govs -
~erpment, being. oppaﬁenté nof. only-of
Stalinist’ Russjan war camp bilt also.
the American-war camp,

This is sef down in black-and-white el
the attorney general’ “grownds” gnd_
“interrogatories”—to begin with, -
Points 20-23 of the Statement of
Grounds, |

“The WP, ISL and SYL,” charges the
government, “have openly sought to im-
pede efforts of the U.8. to prepare its
defense from aggression.”

OPENLY!—mind you, The ottorney gem~.
eral is not such an idiot as to accuse the.
independent Soclabsts of "conspiring” in
cellurs to throw monkey wrenches inte the
milifury moching, Whet the ISL has dons

“openly” is to state s onalysis and views
on the war which is being prepored on
both sides and on the war poficles being
followed by both camps. -

And in its own way, this is exactly £
what the Justice Department adduces in
evidence—our views! Look at the “dam-
aging” quotations in Interrogatory 25
and elsewhere. It is a “crime” to hold the |
opinion that the U.8. government is con- :
ducting an -“imperialist” policy, 1t is a
“erime” to state that “socialists cannot 1
support either side in the Korean war.™ |
It is even a crime to criticize pro-war’
deserters from the movement as being
guilty of a “violation of political logie.. .
and a shallow and even chauvinistic sup—-
port of American imperialism”?!

TEST FOR DEMOCRACY

Such is the houort of the governmend's
case. Mo cose like it hos ever been prev
sented in this country before, as a forfal
and legal basils for government policy.

The case of the ISL raises fundamen-"
tal and decisive questions as to the fat.e
of civil liberties in the U. 8. in a wdy
which.no other, so far seen, has done. {t°
will be an acid test of lberal and demo-
cratic-conservative forces in the coun-
try. It will go far to decide the guestion:
Can anti-copitalist and anti-war viewe
be freely expresged in the United States.
within the framework of any and every
law on the books, without incurring the.
persecution and hounding of the govern-
ment's egencies, openly and covertly, .
directly and indirectly?

Or will the Eisenhower -governmenk
succeed in outlawing =ocialist eritieis
of capitalism and imperialist war, on.i
road to impesing a one-party line i
Yofficial” thought on all the people?




By ALBERT GATES

F In 1948 former President Truman gave the witchhunt atmosphere which lies over the

" country its greatest initial impulse by the issuance of Executive Oprder 9835, This presidential

.~ order instructed the Department of Justice under the attorney general to issue a list of “sub-

',; . wersive” organizations which would presurmably serve as an employment guide for the gov-’

E  ernment. Members of any organization on the atorney general’s list of subversive orgamzatlons
w:zmld be barred from such employment by the government

The executive order did not specify how such’

 a list should be uwiw.n up, what procedures
* should be employed, or how the list would be
. msed. It seemed thati such diseretionary powers
‘Were left entirely to the attorney general.

: As a result, the attorney general proceeded,
with'the assistance ol the Fed-.u! Bureau of Investi-
.~ gation and using a variety of unkn-wn means, to create
such a list and te issve it publcls #: a national “index
of suspect -grganizations.” The Hst hes inovitably be-
. rome the official governmen® « .ife in su.ch matters for
" private industry, organizatic -tiootions and the
‘host of private racketeer nx- -~ o : and periodicals
. living off the “anti-Communist” racnet.

The list included hundreds of organi-=tions. Some
© of thems, such as the Japanese war veterans, dated back-
" %o the Russo-Japanese War of 1905; othe - were more

than 25 years old; the vast majority of them had not
wxlsted for many, many years. 1t was apparent that

; the “specialists” advising the attorney general listed
| any organization they knew or had heard about which
' was in any way connected with the ¢ld Communist

. Party or thé Stalinist movement. Also included in the
Jist. were now defunct totalitarian and faseist ETOUDS.

. igroups have been added to the'list we do not know.
' The list also contained the Socialisf VWorkers Party.
$he FWW 'and the former Workers Party.

NO REDRESS -

No hearings were ever held by the attorney general’
Norie of the organizations listed was ever ddvised that

-—
]

-prior knowledge ever came to any of them of the kind
‘of “evidence” the attorney genmeral reviewed in making
‘his. deteyminations. Nor were any of them advised that
: they were placed on a “subversive list™ by the attorney
- general untll he had 1eleased the list to the press.

i T;hus there was no way to chailenge the’ debermma—
»: Hibns of the. attorney general, to review and questlon_
£~ ﬁhe evidence, to ekamine and refute the * w1tnesses
"The position taken by the attorney general was that
igince the executive order did not specify .or -provide for
“hearings; none would be held; nor would the basis of
~ his-action be disclosed.

Except by.the most expensive ond clrealtous means of
‘Htigation, cartain fo last for many years, there was no
" way In which an organizetion might obtain redress from
. $he completely bureoucrafic, anti-democratic precedures
' employed by the ottorney genersl.

THE RUN-AROUND BEGINS

. This account will show exactly how the process works
= pot, It will refer ta the exchange of correspondence be-
tween us and the attorney general’s offiece which re-
tords the hopelessness and helplessmess of frying to
break through the bureaucratic barriers of the Depart-
ment of Justice when that department decides on a
course which it prefers shall not be brought into the
open,

"When the attorney ﬁeneral {at that time, in 1948,
Tom Clark) sent out nis list to the public ‘press, the
Wirkers Party immediately requested a hearing to pre-
sent-its position. 1t followed up that request with an-
other letter dated July 20, 1948, rveading as follows:

1‘
# . “Tmmediately upon.the publication by your cfﬁce of
Iﬂr

IILTﬂ_-:th'_h"I:i:i: De——

' a list of organizations alleged to be ‘subversive,” a list
which included the Workers Party, I, as National
“Chairman of the Workers Party, addreqsed a letter to
yoi- requesting that a representative of our party be
given a hearing by your office at which we would have
the opportunity to present our point of view..dnd to
challenge your classification.

“] have just been informed by Mr. Arthur Garfield
Hays, General Counsel of-the American Civil Liberties
Tnion, that such a hearing will be held by yoeur office
upon the application of any interested organization.
With the authorization of the Workers Party, I hereby
formally request the opportunity fo present our point
z of view at a hearing organized by your office. We are
© - réady to appear at any reasonable time.”

A veply from T. Vimcent Quinn, assistant attorney
1 general, merely stated that “The attorney gemeral has
"~ directed me to acknowledge receipt of your letfer of
July 20, 1948, and to arrange an appointment to see
‘you or someone designated by you al my office. Please
‘advise me of the date and approximate time when you
will be here”

. FAIR REQUEST

The Workers Parly was foced wuih a :ollﬂderable
. probfem. Whot exceHly was it to prepare for' it @ meet.
fng with the assistant oHerney general? 1t could, of
epurse, present an offirmative position oz to why it
' should nct be on the list. But such o presentation could
jenly be of: the most-general kind since, without kaowl!-

n Ewr:-#**':q:-:i-—r,nl
n g

hdwmd‘ Tt-could mot deul with anyfhing specific:

efore w-rote once ag'ain tio Mr, Quinnz on.

P Epal in B
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“Whether the new outcropping of racist and fascist.

the .attorney general had it under consideration. No -

wdge, of fhe grounds opon which the attorney genel:ul-

e e R T

“] have just received your letter of July 29, 198,
notifying me that the Attorney General has directed
vou to arrange an’appeintment at your office with'a
representative of our payty.

“We weleome the opportunity that you are preparéd
to afford us fo present the point of view of the Workers,
Party with the 2im of challenging your classifization
of var organization among those included in the ‘sub-
versive list’ originally issued by your office.

“[ am ready to arrange any date and-time in the im-
-mediate future which will be convenient to both of us.
HHowever, in order that the hearing may be most useful
and fruitful on both sides, it seems to me necessary
that your office indicate to us the grounds on which it

_was decided to inclade the Workers Party in your list

of subversive organizations, that is, just what charges
have been leveled at us and what evidence has been
adduced to sustain them. With this information at our
disposal, the matter will be enormously simplified both
for your office and for ourselves. Our representative at
the conference with you will thereby be relieved of the
handicap of refuting charges or evidence of which we
are now unaware. With the material in our hands in
advance, on the conirary, the time of ocur conference
can be efficiently devoted to a point by point considera-
tion of every charge against our party and-of all evi-
dence that may be produced, by vour office.

“] am sure that you will agree with the wisdom and
fairness of the procedure I propose. Once this informa-
tion is provided us, it will be only a matter of a few
days for us to prepure our own documentary material,
to call upon any corroborating witnessds e may find

necessury, and thereupon set a satisfactory date for thel

hearing in Washington.
“It may be that the appointment you propose with a

representative of our party has as its purpose a pre- -

liminary conference hetween us at which the actual pro-
cedure to be followed at a subsequent formal hearing is
to be discussed. In that case, 1 am prepared, to come to

your office without further delay and withouf being pro-~ -

vided with the material that I request abowe. It wonld
ther be possible for us to discuss at this conference all
the necessary arrangements for a formal hearing on
our application for the removal of the name of the
Workers Party from the ‘subversive list’ and to take
up also the matier of the charges and evidence-against
ns. »

“I await your early reply with the greatest interest.”

DOUBLETALK

This exchonge of leters proved fruitless and on April
19, 194% another similor effort was made to obtain from
the ottorney general's office some Informetion on the
basis of which the Workers Party could prepare to
meet it. On April 28, 1949, the attorney general replied
thraugh his assistant, Alex Campbell, precluding any
possibility that the Information sought might be forth-
coming. He wrote:

“Executive Order No. 9835 contains no warrant or
authority for disclosing the bases upon which the desig-
nations made pursuant therete were formulated. The
designations were made after careful consideration of
the available information,
vour request for removal of the Workers Party from
the list of organizations declared to come within the
scope of Executive Orde¥ No. 9835 must be denied.”

Who made the “careful consideration”? What was
the “available information™”? There was no way of
knowing. Still the atformey pgeneral asserted that the
request for removal from the list did not come “within

the scope of Executive Order Neo. 9835” and “must be

denied.”

WHAT "CDNSIDERATION"?
1* was cleor to the Workers Party from the very bé-

gioning, and it wos confirmed By the exchonge of eor--

respondence, that the basis upon which the organization

come to be on the list had nothing whatever to do with ~

its program, writings, educational classes or actividies,
everyone of which wuas pnb\lcly known and a matter. of
public record., This coulid not be the material on which
the cttorney general had acted, for then the refasal fo
disclose the "avajlable information”
sensical.

The “careful considerastion” of the attorney general
and the “available information™ must and could only
have been opinions of either the Department of Justice
or the Federal Bureau of Investization, or both, or
cise the opinions of informers, political opponents and
malicious people. If that was not wholly true, if the
attorney general acted even in part upon the publie
material of the Workers Party, then his conclusions

were based on a misconstruction of the theories, pro- -
grams znd activities of the organization, and an ig- -
: ignation of organil'zatiOns by the attorney general pur-
. suant teo its provisions, and there can be no discosure

norance of the meaning of its history and ideas.-

I any case, the first experience with the attorney
general’s office had ended. The Workers Party knew no

more about the reasens and the basis for its Being' on’
the-Tist of alleged subversiveé: o;gahmgﬁqns after “its
- exchange of -correspondence ‘than it "did “before

',Fn's“‘t eﬂ’ﬂs t& ohtam sonie-klmi of" fustice frbm t.hli

X hagpred i85 Snaade yeeuils
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and in the .circumstances .

was utterly non-

e “Ttg

Department of Justice had ended badly for its demo-
cratje rights and the democratic process in general. ,

TOWARD A LEGAL TESY

-Simultaneously with the exchange of the above cor-
‘respondenc:e, the Workers Party, in a reguiar conven--
tion in April 1949, dissolved itself and established the
Independent Socialist League as 2 propaganda organi--
zation, thus creating zn organizational strueturs in
tone with'its program and fasks. At the samé time, the
new organization informed the attorney general of the
convention -decision, advising that the Workers Party
no longer existed but had been superseded by the ISL.

No repiy from the atterncy general was recaived. But
some’ months loter, indirecHy and unofficially, the IS5L
tearneéd that it, +oo. had been placed on the list of “sub-"
versive organizations.” Agoin, no notlce was ever given
to the ISk that the oHorney general was investigating it;
ne information was made avoiloble to it as to the grounds
upon which ke bad acfed fo place it on the fist, nor
was the ISL sver informed by letter or through #he press
that this hod been done. -

After some deliberation, the ISL decided to make a
request for a hearing in its own name as well as in the
name of the Socialist Youth League, and the dissolved
Workers Party. On September 25, 1950, it addressed
itgself to the new atterney general, J Howard McGrath,
referring ‘to the offer made the year before by Mr.
Quinn-i{o grant a meeting to the Workers Party.

What caused the ISBL to accept a meeting this time
when it knew in advance that there would be no change
in the procedures of the Attorney General’s office? It
was the determination of the 1SL, as well as the SYL
and WP, to make a legal test of the subversive list and
to go to court on its case as the only way to get a Jegal .
hearing.

In order to lay the ground for such an act:on it was
necessary to exhaust all possibilities of obtaining some
refief from the attorney general. The ISL therefore
decided to go through the procedure—the oniy one that
existed—of meetmg with the attorney general or his
;‘epresentat.xve in a final effort to be removed i’rom, the
st

THE WDL COMES IN

An event of Immense Importance then occu;red. We;
obfaired the genercus and fruitful counsel of the Work-
ers Defense League and its able and Indefuhgqbie Nu- -
tiopal Secu'lury. Rowland Watts,

Up to that fime, the only ones fighting the attorzey
general’s list had been the Stalinists. Given the times
and the nature of Stalinism, no genuine test could he
made by them, Together thh us, Watts desired to make
a ‘more--serious challenge of the procedures employed
and to test the whole issue by legal action. -

The -attorney general agreed to mect with the ISL
and the ISL prepared a petition which it forwarded to
the Bepartment of Justice prior to the meeting, which
took place on January 26, 1951, In the absence of any
particolars from the attorney genersl, the petition pro-
tested the procedures under which the ISL, 8YL- znd
WP were placed on the list.

After citing the complete secreey with which the
attorney general had acted, the petition stated in part:

“A simple résume of the above actions of the attarney

- general in the matter of Executive Order $835 serves to

establish that the procedures employed thereunder are
a viclation of the democratic rights of the aferemen-
tioned organizations and creote o prejudicial condition
for the life of the Independent Soclalist League, espe.
pecially in this perfod when the theory and practice
of democracy is consistently abused, undermined ond
vloluffed. very offen in the very mame of democracy
ifsel " :

The petition explained that it accepted a meeting in
the hope of learning “the reasons behind the action of
the attorney general.” After stating affirmatively the
nature and aims of the ISL, the petxtwn went on to say
that the attorney general had erred in placmg the ISL,
the 8YL and WP under the listing * ‘Communist.” It
also made clea_r why he had erred in placing the or-
ganizations under the categories “subversive” and
those who “seek to alter the form of government of

- the Umted States by uncenstitutional means.”

ACT OF ‘MALICE -

The most malicious act of all, of course, was to plac/e
us, the most consistent anti- Stahmst organization in
the country, under the heading “Communist.,” This
was to produce an utlerly strange discussion at the
meeting in the attorney general’s office,

Before the date of the meeting,. we were to reeeive
another communication on December. 27, 1950, from the
attorney general (sigmed this time by hls new asgsist-
ant, James M. McInerney) in response te our reguest
for a hearing, which said in part as follows:

“Your letter requests an early hesring where you
may discuss the matters referred te in previous eor-
respondence.

“As you are. saware from previous correspondence‘_
with the Deparitment, Exccutive Order 9835 contains
ne provision for formal hearings in the miatter of dés-

of the evidence upon which such a demgnanon was -

.based.” — S e

Tlné time; ht)werver, the deparém
fie’ ‘ﬁ’fb*ﬂo’ﬁv%”fﬁ‘i”‘ tiil Wilfing
My M@Iﬁe’t&}‘ Wenf” ﬁ ‘fd ‘Har




“However, at the direction of-the atterney general,
if you desire to inake any further statement or to sub-
mit any additional material relevant to the designation
‘of the Tndependent Socialist League, 1 shall be glad to
meef informally with you or your representatives, at
‘which time you can submit such furthed information
for the consideration of the attorney general....”

We were not very sanguine about such a meeting.
The IWW had had a brief experience of & similar kind,
and Mr. MeGrath’s astonishment that they were on the
1ist and his c¢ertainty that they wouid be removed after
he examined their file came to exacily nothing, But we
knew that the step had to be taken. The emphasis of
-‘Mr, Melnerney that he would “be glad to meet infor-
maliy” was not lost on us.

But on January 25, 1961, two and one-half years af-
ter our initial effort, Max Shachtman and the writer,
accompanied by Rowland Watts as counsgel, met with
Mr., Raymond P. Whearty, representing the attorney
general, and another assistant, Mr. Foley, This was a
meeting! Readers of LABOR ACTION may recall that it
was reported in considerable detail in two issues (Feb-
ruary 12 and 12, 1951).

EVIDENCE, FOR THE ISL

The petitien previcusly referred fo had oppended to
it a number of important exhibis which we hoped made
clear the views ond activitles of the organizotions. In
wadditlon, it confained as an exhibit the report of the
hearing of a sympathizer of the Workers Parly whoe had
been tried by a Department of Commerce loyalty-review
board, 'Max Shachtman had given testimony in his behalf
and in the name of the Workers Party. As a result, the
case ogainst this sympathizer had been dropped and he
was reinstated. The attorney general paid no attention
to this action by another government department.

As supporting evidence, we appended a leaflet en-
titted “Stalinism Is Not Socialism,” signed by Max
Shachtman of the 181, Harry Fleischman of the So-
cialist Party, and August Claessens of the:Social Demo-
cratic Federation. This leaflet had beem dropped over
China by U. 8. bombers-in May ‘1950 presumably

@through the sponsorship of the State Department.

: We also presented a letter by Norman Thomas ad-
dressed - to the attorney generai requesting our removal
from the list. The letter is remarkable evidence not only
for the truths that it states but for the inteprity of

Norman Thomas, who, despite the sharpest _political-

differences with us, was ready t¢ champion our demo-
cratic political rights,

The' letter stated in part:
"t understand that on your list of subversive organiza-

tions, the Workers Party {now the Independent Socialist-

Lexgue) has o place.

" "Between that organization and myself and the Social-
ist Party USA there is at many peints o sharp conflict,
Nevertheless | want to protest the inclusion of the Work-
ers Pardy in your list. ...

“"Now Y my knowledge, #he Independent Sociaiist
League in its present form, ond In its older form, the
Workers Party, waos a sharp critic of Stalinlst totali.
tarianism and Stalin’s methods. i was engaged in pro-
mulgating its own ideas without resort to conspiracy
and deceit. | belleve this fact can be esfablished in a
fair hearing, as | earnestiy hope that the Workers Party,
like some others, may be removed from your list."

The attorney general paid ne attention to thls sup-
porting material,

A SHRUG BY MR. WHEARTY

No argument made by vus could shake the depariment
from its determination not to revesl the evidence it had
or what it was we were to reply to and refute. We cited
the fact that all the material of the organization was
public and that the WP, SYL or 181/ did not even have
an ‘“internal” discussion bulletin. Therefore the se-

crecy of the department on the¢ material in its files was -

utterly ludicrous unlegs, of conrse, its case was built
up primarily on the material of stoolpigeons.

FUTILE EFFORTS

Despite the complete futility of trying to ascertain
the charges and evidence ggainst us, we tried to estab-
lish in the dark, so to speak, an affirmative ease for the
ISL by our written and oral arguments. Unsatisfactory
as this had to he in the ahsence of any knowledge of
the position of the attorney genersl, it was nevertheless
effective enough to obtain from Mr. Whearty a commit-
ment that the department would re-examine the case
of the ISL. With that the meeting ended; a new and
equally futile effort was made by the ISL to obtain the
decision of the attorney general on the commitment to
re-examine the case of the ISL.

On June 11, 1951, five moenths affer the meeting with
Mr, Whearty, a communlcotion was sent ?o his office re-
minding him of the commitment made to us and requesi-
ing to know what had been done about I. Ameng other
things, the leter stated:

“We permit ourselves to remind you, Mr. Whearty, of
the commitment you made to ns repeatedly toward the
end of our conference, assuring us that the case of the
Workers Party, and the case of the Independent Social-
jet League and the Socialist Youth League, in particu-
lar, would be most thorovghly and objectively reviewed
by the department at a very early time. This commit-
ment was quite satisfactory to our delegation for the
time being.

“I feel it necessary to call your attention now to the
fact that almost five months have elapsed since our
conference with you. While we understand that wyou
are under the press of other maiters as well as this
one which concerns us directly, you will, we are sure,
understand in turn our desire to see our case brought
to an early and favorably conclusion. I therefove take
this opportunity to ask if your office has by now con-
cluded its reconsideration of our case, or, if not, then
whether you are in a p051tmn to- inform us when to
expect your conclusions.”

NEW OBSTACLE-

After waiting eight weeks in vain for a reply, an-
other letter was sent to the same Mr. Whearty. Under
the date of August 10, we wrote:

“On June 11, 19581, the undersigned [Max Shacht-
man] addressed a communication to you reguesting in-
formation as to whether your division had acted upon
the re-examination of the listing of our organization
on the attorney general’s list of Subversive Organiza-
tions and whether such reconsideration had takern place.

“Up to this time of wrifing, no acknowledgment of
that communication, or repiy, has been received.

“We would appreciate it very much if such a reply
were forthcoming w:th information as to the .present
status of our case.

This time a reply was forthcoming and it introduced

a new obstacle to our efforts. Under the date of August

“From Mr. Whearty the delegation learned that he

had been a member of the subcommittee which had
rlaced the ISL, WP and SYL on the list; also that he
was familiar with the material relating to the above
and the reasons for listing them. It seemed that we

were meeting with the right man if we were to expect

to learn why the department had so acted,

But no! We could learn excelly nothing from Mr.
Whearty, He was not ot liberty to disclose any infermg-
#Hon! He could not tell us why we were put on the list!
All of #his was “restricted" Information!

But’ the less-than-loguacious Mr. Whearty did not
hesitate to assert that the material they had was com-
petent and admissible evidence in any court; that he
was certain they had a prime facie case against us.
Good. How could we test t.hat" All we could get-wis a
shrug

‘J[akmfr reference to the petition we had Sl‘lbmltted
Whearty assured the delegation tha; the o1ganizatxonq
were not."diseriminated” against, since the same pro-
cédure was applied to zll organizations. Deliberately

or not, he avoided the peint of the petition which con- -

demned the procedure ilself and not merely as it was
applied against the I5L.

The meeting called attention to what we believed
long before the session with Whearty: that whatever
written documents, articles, speeches, classes, or activi-
ties came under the purview of the attorney general,
they were whelly secondary to the material supplied by
what Mr. MeGrath's agsistant deseribed as “official and
wnofficial informants.”

1t ‘became clear during the course of the diseussion
thot it wos not our own material which the department
feared to disclose, but the so-culled evidence of govern-
ment agents and private Individuols of gbundant varietfy.
The disclosure of such evidence might destroy., the gov-
= mmenf; case against us, for i would reveal thg perkaps

16, Mr. M¢Inerney replied saying:

“The assured re-examination of the.department files
concerning the Independent Socialist League has been
completed and was in process ¢f review at the time
your initial letter was received. Inasmuch as procedures
affecting the designation of organizations under Ex-
ecutive Order 9835 are currently under consideration
any final determination upon your request would appear
premature,”

THEY SEIZE A PRETEXT

The reader moy recall that during this time, as a re-
sult of the severe criticisms of the procedures employed

by the department under Executive QOrder 9835 and con-

gressional investigation inte the question, the matter -of

‘these procedures was being reviewed with the ostensible

purpose of revising them. The more direct impetus to
this reconsideration came from o very confused Supreme
Couri declsion which seemed to say thot no organization
could or should be placed on a list suck os the attorney

general had issued until and. unfess such on organizaflon .

had first reéceived a hearlng,

This decision was made in cornection with the case
of the Joint Anti-TFascist Committee, a Stalinist or-
manization, but it did not order the department to hold
such hearings. Its legal ramifications are not clear to
thiz writer; as a matter of fact, it is not always clear
to lawyers. What is clear is that it did create some
hasis for court actlon, but the matter has not been pur-

‘zued by the Joint-Anti-Fascist Committee and the gques-

tion remained unsolved during the period referred to.

"Actually, however, the Supreme Court case had noth-
ing whatever to do with the commitment made to the

- ISL; neithér did the department’s reconsideration of

its owll procedures. The commitment made to the ISL
was independent of both. It was made by Mr. Whearty
apen the grounds of the arguments presented to him
at the hearing, i.e., upon objective.facts that pertained
to the accuracy of the reasons and evidence of the
attorney general in the first place. No Supreme Court
decision and no change of procedures could affect that’
amgle question, though they might conceivably end the

- list'in the! fo,nn in Wh‘lch it then existed.
g mw«l-y meﬂlods upon which the depnrfmu -

But it was preplsely upon those independent. gl:ounds .
that the: aﬂ:omey geriezal refused 0 act, and he did in

fact hide behind a technicality. That be did so'is berne:
out by subseguent correspondence which recorded tha¥
the attorney general ne longer was coneerned w1th the
above reasons, but had found a new one.

it was becoming clearer fo us thot the ottorney geas
eral had no infention whatever to konor his commitmini
and that the [SL must prepare to purswe its relief out-

.side the precincts of the Department of JusHee: In com ]
sultation with Rowland Watts, we ayreed thot we must =

prepare to fake our case iatoe court.

LAWYERS RUN FOR COVER

And here began a sad episode. The old-timers in the’
labor and political movement of the working class know
that s¢ far as civil liberties are eoncerncd, especiglly as
they affected labor and working-class political organi-
zations, no diffieulty was ever encountered in obtaining
a lawyer to take a case. A long and honorable tradition
had existed in the legal profession in this respect. Some
high-minded men of the profession were always proud -
to identify thenselves with the legal movements of pro-.
test and for justice.

This great tradition has slowly disappeared. The,
men of the law, the lawyers who never feared to take
an unpopuiar case, the case of the non-conformist, have
virtually disappeared. They bave been among the first
victims of the witchhunt which has scared the legal”
professjon. As a result of the fight against the Stalin-
ists, initiated by the politicians in Washington, it 13-
a risk for a lawyer to take a case involving not only
Stalinists but =also- other non-conformist political
groups, or those of revolutionary or militant socialists.

This situation has become so bad that even Truman,
in one of his last speeches ns president, urged that
members of the Bar Association defend people in court,
however unpopular their views, on the almple' theory
that every man ought to have his day in court, The
speech made very little impress upon the legal profes: -
sion, which seeks instead to expel all of the Stalinist
lawyers, from its ranks. Some say that the Stalinist
lawyers provoked this kind of response. This isn't really
true, but even if it were, the situation has spréad b
yond the Stalinist movement to create an atmosphere
of genuine fear among lawyers.

The experience of fhe ISL confirmed this. I cauld nat

‘obtaln a lawyer In the city of New York te tohe its casd,

For the one goed old veteran attorney who simply could
net handle {#, there were others who would not. So we
waited out our time fo see what would happen in the.
Department’of Justice.

PATIENCE AND FORTITUDE

Patience is its own reward, it iz said. The rewards
for our own patience were small indeed. On May 1,
1962, another. letter was sent to the attorney general
Refe1 ring to the above exchange of letters, 1t said in
part:

“I{ is now one year and three months since the origi~
nzal commitment was made to us and almost nine nionths
sirice the zbove reply was made to our inguiry. We do
not knew whether from your own reconsiderations of
procedures employed in setting up your list & new re-
quest would still be premature, but in view of the long
period of time which has elapsed since we endeavored.
10 obtain information as to your decision, we are once
more requesting such information.

“As you are aware, we feel quite strongly that you
erred in placing the Workers Party, now dissolved, the-
Socialist Youth League and the Independent Soeialist
League on your list without a prior hearing granted it..
Qur position was presented orally to your representa-.
tive in a meeting, a2t which time we also presented youn
with a written statement detailing the many ways-in
which you erred. In asking for your decision on the re-
examination of our case at this time, we feel that a-
sufficiently long period of time has passed to have per-
mitied such re-examination.” -

Three weeks later, on May 22, 1952, we received a-

communication from Mr,
a new evasion:

HReceipt is acknowledged of your letter of May i,
1952, in which you refer to your letter of August 10,
1951. As vou were advised by my letier of Aungust 186,
1951, the procedures affeeting the designation of ergan-
trations under Executive Order No. 9835 have heen
under consideration in light of the litigation in ‘the -
District Court for the District of Columbia by three
organizations which bad been designated under the
Executive Ovder. This case subsequently reached the
Supreme Court of the United States which has re-
manded it for further proceedings in the District Court.
Until the terminatien of such proceedings I eannot
reply further to you in regard to your original inguiry.”

"JUSTICE" WELCHES

Thus the commitment made to us and made indepes-

McInerney, which contained

dently of any court case or any revision of procedares,

bat solely upon the grounds of our wrgument, was _not
being henored by the depariment. Apparently, it had na
intentlon of honoring the commitment, but we wanted to
make it certain and the record to show it clearly,

On June 30, 1952, we theveforg replied in part o the '

attornpey genera! .
- “As a result of the meeting -we had with your M?;.e

Whearty and-Mr. Foley on January 25, 1951; a-com-
mitment was made to us that the case of the Indepen- .

dent Socnahst Leagué and the Socialigt Youth Lea.;un
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of the Justice Department’

In the matter of the Designation of Workers Party, Independent Socialist Leag"ue
and Sociclist Youth League, Purswant to Execulive Order No. 10450

_’TO: WORKERS PARTY, INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE, SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE

. Pursuant to Title 28, Chapter I, Part 41, Section 41.1 et seq. of the Code of Federal

- Regulations with respect to notice, hearing, and designation of organizations in connection with

the Federal epaployee security program, there are set forth hereinafter a statement of the
grounds and interrogatories with respect thereto upon which it is proposed to continue the

- designation of the Workers Party, Independent Socialist League and Socialist Youth League

within the purview of Executive Order No. 10450.

(1) The Workers Party, the Independent Seocialist
Yeague and the Socialist Youth League, hereinafter
referred to as WP, ISL and SYL, respectively, were
established and organized by individuals devoted to the
principles of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, V. I. Lenin
and Leon Trotsky. A

{2) Continuously and at all times during their exist-
ence, the WP, the ISL and the SYL have followed, re-
lied upon, and advocated the principles of revolution-
ary Marxism as expounded by Karl Marx, Friedrich
Engels, V. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky.

{3} The leaders of the WP and ISL were associated
with (?ommunlst organizations and the Communist In-
ternational which advoeated the employment of illegal

- means to overthrow the existing form of Government

in the United States.

L]

(4} The WP, I8L and SYL have knowingly advocated
and taught the duty and desirability of overthrowing
and destroying the existing form of Governmeut of the
United States,

{5} The WP, ISL and SYL have sought to establish

-in the United States a Socialist State under the dicta-

torship of a privileged class.

{6). The WP, ISL and SYL are not attached to the
principles embodied in the Constitution of the United
States, ©

(7) The “changes” advocated by the WP, ISL and
SYL, if carried out, would resmit in the destruction of
the existing form of Government in the United States,
and in place thereof would be established an entirely

.new social philosophy and system of “proletarian inter-

nationalism.”

{8) The WP, ISL and SYL accept as a recommended
formula for the establishment of a future system of
social erder and Government in the United States, the
Russian Revolution of 1917 wherehy the then existing
government of Russia was overthrown by force and vio-
lence, and the principles, teachings, counsel and advice
of the leaders of that Revolution, principally V. L
Lenin and Leon Trotsky, are relied on, followed, and
held out to others as catechijsms and texthooks directing
the manner and means by which the said organizations

. could and would accomplish their aims and purposes in

overthrowing the existing form of Government in the
United States, f

(9} it was further an cbjective of the WP, ISL and
SYL that they would cause to he organized groups,
clubs, sections, and distriet, state and national units of
said organizations in major cities of the Upited States
and other places to the Government unkrown for the
purposes of furthering their plan to overthrow the ex-
isting form of Government in the United States.

{10} It was further an objective of the WP, ISL
ard SYL that they would circulate and cause to be oir-

] cuiated books, articles and other publications teaching

and advocating the duty and desirability of overthrow-
ing and destroying the existing foimn of Government of
the United States. . -

" _ {11} It was further an objective of the WP, ISL and

SYL that they would publish and write and cause to be
published and written bulietins, pamphlets and other
publications of their organizations including, bui not

+ Hmited to, Labor Action, the New liternational, Forum,
Student Action, and the Student Socialist teaching and

advocating®the duty and desirability of overthrowing
and destroying the existing form of Government of
the United States.

{12} It was further an objective of the WP, ISL and._
SYL that they would conduct, and cause to be conduct-
ed, schools and classes for indoctrination of reeruits
and members 6f said organizations in the principles of
Marxism-Leninism which teach afd advocate the duty
and necessity of overthrowing and destroying the ex-
isting form of Government of the United States by
force and violence.

{13) The WP, ISL and SYL would, if in control of
the Government, confiscate, without compensation, all
privately owned means of production, with foree if
necessary.

(14) The WP, ISL and SYL would destroy the ex-
isting machinery of Government in the United States.

(15) The WP, ISL and SYL would, if in contrel of
the Government, confiscate, without compensstion, the
private land of the farmers and others with foree, if
necessary.

(18) The WP, ISL and SYL would, if in control of
the .Government, redistribute confiscated property and

. Yands and, if necessary, use force to prevent the right-

ful*owners from regaining their property and lands.
{17) The dictatorship of any class and the usurpa-

_t_h_'m without compensation of the preperty. rights: of

e R T —

"STATEMENT OF GROUNDS

individuals, as advocated by the WP, 1SL and SYL, are
repugnant to the existing form of Government in the
United- States.

(18) The WP, ISL and SYL averred at zil times
that they owed no loyalty to the existing forra of Gov-
ernment in the United States.

(19} It is and has been a further objective of the
WP, ISL and SYL that they would at all times sub-
vert the national interest and Government of the United
States to the unity of the privilezed working class in
this country with privileged working classes in other
countries of the world in furthering and establishing
“proletarian internationalism.”

(20) The WP, ISL and SYL have.openly sought to
impede efforts of the United States to prepare ifts de-
fense from aggression. ;

(21) The WP charged the Government of the United
States with imperialistic designs in World War 11 and
actively scught to impede efforts of the United States
to defend itself.

(22) It is a stated objective of the ISL and SYL that

the people of the United States should take no part in

the Korean conflict since they allege that the Govern-
ment of the United States is attempting to further its
Imperialistic designs and is nurturing world eonflict by
its actions in Korea.

(28) It is a stated objective of the ISL and SYL to
influence and encourage others that they should not
supporl this country in any podsible war between the
United States and the Soviet Union since it would he a
clash between two imperialistic powers.

(24) 1t has been 2z policy of the WP, ISL and SYL
that they would use false names, would fail to keep
records and would adopt other secretive practices in
order to coneeal the identity of members and the oper-
ations of said organizations.

(25) The WP, ISL and 8YL have regarded the ex-
isting form of Government of the United States as
oppressive in that they allege that the Government of
the United States is ruled by a minority which is ex-
aloiting the majority. )

(26} The WP, ISL and SYL believe that force and
violence is a legitimate method to employ in overthrow-
ing any government which is oppressing the majority
of its citizens,

(27) The WP, ISL and 8YL have likened the Gov-
ernment of the United States to Hitler Germany and
Stalinist Russia, which governments they advocated he
overthrown by force and violence,

INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY (1}

List the full legal name, party name, aliases, last
known legal and business address of all members of
the Workers Party (WP) from 1948 to and including
1949, the Independent Socialist League (ISL) from
1945 to and including 1953, and the Socialist Youth
Leapue (SYL) from 1945 to and including 1963.

INT‘ERROGATORY (2} :

List the past and present international, national,
state and local officials or leaders of the WP, ISL, and
SYL during the periods specified in Interrogatory (1).

INTERROGATORY (3)

List all the official places of meeting including nom-
ber, street, city and state utilized by the WP, ISL and
8YL. -

INTERROGATORY (4}

List all official pamphlets, writings, bulletins or other
publications printed andyor distributed during the pe-
riods specified in Interrogatory (1) under the auspices,
assistance, "direction or authorship of the WP, ISL
and SYL or their officials. Identify the agencies or
business concerns through which, or by whom, such
publications were printed and distribited.

INTERROGATORY (5}

List full legal names and present legal addyesses of
all known subscribers to the official publicatibns of the
WP, ISL and SYL. ¢

INTERROGATORY (-6)

List the full legal names and present legal addresses
of all financial contributors to the ISL and the SYL
from June of 1952 to June of 1953 and the amount con-
tributed by each. .

- INTERROGATORY (7}
(a) Name and identify all. erganizations or groups
associated, affiliated or acting in .collaboration:with the

WP, ISL and SYL now and at any time during the
periods specified in Interrogatory (1).

(b) State in what manner and to what extent such

association, affiliation or collaboration was carried out.
i INTERROGATORY (8]

Identify any internationsl or foreign affiliation, work-
ing agreement or other arrangement previously entered
into or presently existing between the WP, ISL and
SYIL: and such other groups. :

INTERROGATORY {9}

Have the WP, ISL and SYL, or any of them, now or
have they ever had any ayrangement with representa-
tives of a foreign couniry or organization whereby the
pamphlets, bulletins and other publications of such for-
eign organizations were and are distnibuted in this
country?

INTERROGATORY (14)

Have the WP, [SL and SYL now, or have they ever
had, any arrangement with representatives of a foreign
government or organization whereby the pamphlets,
bulletins or other publications of said organizations are
distributed in a foreign country?

. INTERROGATORY (i1} -

¢a) Do the WP, ISL and SYL now receive, or have
they ever received, financial support of any kind, di-
rectly*or indireetly, from the instrumentality of a for-
eign government or iaternational political organiza-
tion? :

(b} Do the WP, ISL and SYL now solicit, or bave
they ever solicited, financial support of any kingd, di-
rectly or indirectly, for the instrumentality of a foreign
government or international political organization?

INTERROGATORY (12}

Do the WP, ISL and SYL now, or did they ever, col-
laborate with any foreign government or international
political organization in formulating the policies of
their organizations or of the international pelitical
organization?

INTERROGATORY (13}

List the names and addresses of any foreigm repre-
sentatives or organizations with whom the WP, 1SL
and 8YL have ever had or now have an arrangement as
set forth in Interrogatories (9), (10}, (11} and {12},

INTERROGATORY (14}

What were the reasons for the WP split from the

Socialist Workers Party? :
INTERRCGATORY (15}

When the ISL and SYL wete formed, were there any
changes adopted in the basic principles as set forth in
the Constitution or Declaration of Principles of the
WP? If so, what are they?

INTERROGATORY ({(]&)

Did the WP advocate and teach the fundamenizls
outlined in Declaration of Principles of the Fourth
International? :

INTERROGATORY {171

Did Max Shachtman try to have the WP recognized
as the official representative of the Fourth Interna-
tional in the United States? If so, what efforts were
made?

INTERROGATORY (18]

Did the WP sever its connection with the Fourth

International in 19407 If so, why?
INTERROGATORY ({19)

Were any basic and fundamental principles of the
Fourth International repudiated at the time of/such
severance?

INTERROGATORY (20}

{a) Did Max S8hachtman attend the Second Werld
Congress of the Fourth International held in Paris in
19487 Did he attend any other conferences of like
nature? -

{b) Has Max Shachtman or any other official of the
WP, ISL and SYL visited the Soviet Union? If so, for
what purpose?

. INTERROGATORY (21}

Were any of the officers of the WP, ISL and 8YL
ever members of the Communist Party? Who?

[There is no Interrogatory.2? in the Department of
Justice stutement, evidently ¢ slip in nuwmbering.—Ed.]
INTERROGATORY (23}

Were any of the officers of WP, ISL and SYL ever
members of an organization which ~was affillated with
the Fourth International? If se, whe and of what or-
ganizations?

INTERROGATORY (24)

Did the WP, and do the ISL and SYL, or any of
them, teach and sdvocate the following: '

{a) The desirability of a system of govermnment
founded upon the principles of® Mdrx, Engels and
Lenin?

(b) The interpretation placed upon
Leninism by LeonsTrotsky?

(¢) That in order to achieve an international social-
ist state, it is necessary to abolish all existing capifalist
states?

(d) That the existing form of Government of the
United States must be zbolished in order to have an
international socialist state or proletarian internation-
alism?

{e) That the workers must eventually destroy the
existing capitalist regime? .

{f) That private meanz of production and land

Marxism and

»

should be confiscated by force, if necessary, under a

_ socizlist form of governiment? .

{g) That capitalists control the existing form of Gov-
ernment in the United States and use it against the
workers as a repressive force?

{h) That the working class is 4 privileged class?

(i} That the working class should be organized for
the purpose of engaging in a strugele for power with
the other classes? o

(7} That violent revolution ehanld be fopsid
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. heretefore followed under

Si af emen

a means to obtain a socialist form of Government in
the United States? ’

(k) That the naticnal intevests of the United States
should be secondary to and under the domination of
the interests ¢f an international socialist state. of
workers?

(17 That the existing form of Gwemment of the
United States should be overthrown and destroyed, and
replaced by a socialist state? ’

{m) That the primary allegiance of the individual
or worker 15 te an international proletariat?

"INTERROGATORY (25}

Do the following numed articles and quotations from
the official publications ofsthe WP, ISL and SYL rep-
resent the poliey of thece owahlzat?ons, or any one &f
them?

(2) On August 28, 1944, Labor Acﬁfm contained an
article entitled “The Big Three—Hitler's Aides, Wash-
ington, Moscow, London Help Nazis Keep Power.”

{b} On March 24, 1947, Labor Action carried, an
avticle entitled "What is W orkels Control of Industr}" ”
in which it is stated:

“To sum up: Workers control is not simply a matter
of ‘getting more influence in shops under capitalism. For
full workers contrel, less than whieh nothing can eradi-
cate the insecurity of capitalism, it is necessary to over-
throw -the capitalist state and establish a workers
state

(¢) On Mareh 24, 1947, Labm Action carried an
article entitled “World Imperialist Role Now Public
Poliey! A Ciimax in U, 5. Foreign Poliey.” )

{d} The Forum of April, 1961, which carried an
article chavacterizing both the United States and the
USSR as “war blocs” and asks for g “revived socialist
working-class struggle against both capitalism and
Stalinism.”
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te) On September 10, 1951, Labor Action carried an .

article by Max Shachtman stating thaf there is a need
ior a “democuatic socialist internationalist power capa-
ble of withstanding Washington and the Kyemlin.”

(f) On October 15, 1951, Laber Aetion carried “The
[SL Program in Brief" which states in part:

“The Independeni Soecialist League stands {or social-
st democracy and against-the two systems of exploitu-
tion whieh now divide the world: capitalism and Stalin-
Ts11.

“Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized, by any

Labyrinth of Justice: The Subversive List — —

{Continued from page 3}

would be re-examined on its merits, ie., on the basns of
-the arguments presented-in our written and oral state-
ments as to why vour office is in justice obliged to re-
wmove oy organization from your List of Subversive
Organizations!. .

“H was certainly our understanding that the re-
examination would Le made on the basis of the criteria
and procedures employed in reaching veur original de-
cision-and on the merits of the case without reference
to any possible ecqurt decisipns which may bear on
these procedures in the future. Mr.
mertt could not have had any relationship to pending
Litigation and was not made contingent upon it.

“In‘your Augu:t L6, 1951 communication to us, you
stated thal a re-examination had been made, but that
it would have been premature to advise us as to your
decision beeause you weve reconsideving procedures in
the light of the Supreme Court decision.

“Now, you write that you cannot advise us of any

decision until the termination of proceedings in the

District Court of the District of Columbia.
“Though ~we certainly hope that in due course the
courts will compel a modification of the procedures
Executive Order No. 9833
so that erganization: such as ours will be in a position
lo puoblicly aud effectively challenge any contentions
that we ave ‘subversive’ under proper and adequate
legal and procedural safeguards, neither our repre-
sentations to your office, nor Mr. Wheacrty's commit-
ment to us were related te such an eventuality. -
“The great harm to our organization and its sympa-
thizers centirues ag long as we remain on the list. If
the results of the re-examination of our status which
you indicated vour office has made under your present
proceditre, in your letter of August 16, ahove-referred
to. is =uch as to indicate our removal from the List of
Svbversive Ovganizations, an elementary regard for
Justize and fajr piayv should lead to the announcement
of our removal forthwith. If the result. ef the re-
exantination is to leave cui status unchanged as far
as your office is concerned, we feel that it is our right
to be informed that such is the case. We would then be
’In a nm]tlon to seek such legal recourses as may be open
o us' »

TWO-YEAR STALL

Gne month laver we received a reply to the above
which settled fhe matter for us, since it astablished with-
ouf a doubt thot the atforney general hud no intendion
of doing anything obout our case or tke commitment. On
July 29, 1952, Mr, Melnerney wrote:

“In reply to your letier of JFune 30, 1052, this is to
advise you that the. court proceedings abont which you
were advised in my earlier letter have not been con-

.cluded and unti] such time there will be no determina-
tion by this department regarding the designation of
;g;;»mgamzatwn pursuant to Executive Order No.
. Thizwes a subterfuge. The case in.the District Coart
: ben pmrl-lng fur a long time; zt iz still pendmg

Whearty’s commit-
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Fair Desal or other deal, so as to give 'the people free-
dom, abundance, security or peace, It must be abolished

and replaced by a new social system, in which the peo.”

ple own and control the basic sectors of the economy,
democratically controlling their own economic and po-
YticA! destinies. . . .”

(g) The publication “West Coast Sccialist Youth

Declaration Against War” which states in part:

“The United States is lhe last powerful capitalist
nation remaining in this era of decline. . . . Having no
positive ideclogy with which to appeal to the peoples of
the svorld, the U. 8. can mect this threat only by force
of arms. . ..

", .-. We socialists refuse to aid in the preparation
foxr this war ...

"“Socialists gannet support either side in the Korean
war. The Korean people will be enslaved regardless of
which power is victorious. . . ."

INTERROGATORY (24}

Have the WP, ISL and $YL, or any of them, repudi-
ated any of the principles ¢f Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Trotsky as appear in their writings? If so, what are
they?

INTERROGATORY (27}

Do the WP, ISL and 8YL, or any of them, mgard
the ¥nited States as an imperialistic nation which
sought fo expand its influence through Wmld Wa1 II?

INTERIOGATORY {28} :

Ig it the .position of the ISL.and SYL, or either of
them, that the Korean conflict is an imperialistic war
carried on by both the United States and the Seviet
Union?

INTERROGATORY (2¢)

Ave the WP, T8L and 8YL, or any of them, opposed
to ROTC, the dralt and compulsory military training?
if =0, why?

INTERROGATORY (30)

Would the WP, ISL and 8YL, or any of them, sup-
port the existing form of Government of the United
States in any avmed conflict with the Soviet Union or
any other nation?

IRFTERROGATORY (31}
Did Henry Judd and Irving Howe, New York mem-

bers, vesign {rom ISL because the ISL would not sup-.

port the Wesl asainst the East?

‘Thére is no® way of knowing when that case wﬂl ever

be decided.

In the meantime almost fwo years had passed sinee
the commitment had been made fo us and at the time
of this writing we are approaching the third year since
My, Whearty made what must have_been io him and
the department a genevous offer. When the department,
hnwever, made the honoring of the commitment depend-

~ent ﬁht upon a change of its procedures and then upon

a case pending in court, we knew that only one rve-
course remained, namely, to attempt to take our own
case to court.

RAUH TAKES THE CASE

With the indispensable help of the WDL and Rowland
Wats, we finolly obtained the legal services of one of
the ablest attarneys in the country, Joseph L. Rauh of
Washington, who is a vice-chairman of Americans for
Democratic Action. The Werkers Defense League tn an
ofcial action de:ided to sponsor the case as o fest of
the execubive order setting up the List of Subversive
Qrganizations, '

I the meantime, a national election was held which
resuited in a change «of administration. The issues of
the “list” and the procedures employed by the attorney
renet'al’s office was one of the preblems inhervited by
the new administration. )
~ After several imonths’ waif, President Eisenhower
issved a new Executive Ovder No. 10450 entitled
“Desigmation of Organizations in Connection With the
Federal Employee Security Program.” The new pro-
cedures provided for notice to be given to any organiza-
ticn the atforney general proposed to pla{:e on a new
list, the issnance of statement of grounds and interro-
gatories ‘to $uch an organization, and an administrative
hearing prior to any final decision by that office. A
whole series of procedural steps was adopted In con-
nection with the notice of intention, the hearing and
decision,

While the new executive order eliminated the worst
feature of Truman's executive order, it nevertheless s
guitty’ of the same offenses to democratic concepts and
practices, since the very existence of a list such as this
is a violation of the rights of uny erganization. I# leads
to the bureaucratic penclization of an organmization by
administratiye act, which -precludes the necessity of legal
action.

Atrorney CGeneral Brownell affirms this by his own
acis, In employing the new procedures he did not abol-
tsli the old list drawn in the dark but kept it intact!
The procedures of Executive Qrder No. 10450 are to be
emploved only for new organizations to be placed on
the list, be, new ovganizations will be given a hearing
before any final decision by the department. But those
crzanizations which were placed on the list by the old
procadures, apparently rejected by the ew adminis-
tiration, remain on the list. )

Their only recourse is to obtain a hearing for re-
moval, which is a most difficult task, sinee it is some-
times easier to prevent a bureaucratic action than to
overtyrn one alveady taken. Bureaucratic self-interest
and seif-justification "#ré powerful obstacles to any
remedla! action.

a9

‘their members or are they readily available upon iny
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INTE!ROGATOR'{ (32)

Was Judd’s and Howe's ifitention to support the West,

a ‘“violation of political logic . . . and a shallow amd

even chauvinistic support of American imperialism™f

INTERROGATORY (33) i

Did the-ISL repudiate the views expressed hy Howdu
and. Fodd?

INTERROGATORY (34) L

-Did the WP, ISL and SYL ever publish the names- 0“1’

quiry?
INTERROGATOR\’ (35) A2

Did the members of WP, and do the Members of thg S
ISL and S8YL, or either of them, use Party names or
other pseudonvms" ] #

INTERROQGATORY (34)

Have the WP, ISL and S8YL, or any of them, adopted
any security measures designed to protect the identity
of members or the content of imtra-organizatiofr bul-’
letins? 1f so, what are the measures? .

INTERROGATORY (37)

Have the official publications of WP, ISL and SYL
or any of them, ever indicated that the capitalist gov: %
ernment of the United States can be likened to Hitler
Germany or Stalinist Russia?

INTERROGATORY {38) :

Have the publications of WP, ISL and SYL, or any"
of them, referred to the trials of the Communist lead: o
ers under the Smith Act as a persecution of individuah_
for their beliefs? =

Your attentibn is hereby directed to Section 1001 ﬁI :
Title 18 of the United States Code which provides im
part that “whoever, in any matter within the jurisdie-
tion of any department or agency of the United States,
makes any false, fictitiocs or fraudulent statements or
representations, or makes or uses any false writing or -~
document, knowing the same to contain any false, fie- |
titious or fraudulent statement or entry, shall be fined
nol more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than
five years, or both.”

FFor the Attorney General

WARREN OLNEY IIT
. Assistant Attorney General
July 9, 1853 :

The state of mind of the department does not boder”.
well for any organization challenging its _actionj -
whether by an old administration or a new one,
Brownell emphasized this at the meeting of the,Bar
Associution when he announced that the National Law- .
vers Guild was “subversive” aud that it had been
served with % notice that the department planned to
place it on the subversive list.

The judicial mind at work! No. charges had been
riven to the Guild, no hearing had been held, no deter-
mination was made, and the atiorney general anneunced
publiely, before a mwational gathering of lawyers that
the National Lawyera Guiid is subversive!

In any case, with the announcement of the new execo-
tive order, fhe ISL immedidtely gave notice to the at-
torney general that it contests his raling and asked for -
an immedicte hearing where its case might be heard be-
fore o baord or representative of the Department of
Justice. Under the procedures, the bHtorney generol com-
plied with the request and we therzupon recelved «
Statement of Grounds and o series of Interrogotories
which required aoswer before any hearing. We have
done this.

WE ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE

The presentation of Grounds and Interrogatories
point up theé reprehensible procedures that obtained
under the Truman administration. If the unguestion-
ably more reactionary Eisenhower administration
could. reveal the grounds upon which the ISL was
placed on the list, why couldn’t Truman's attomsey
general have done thc same?

Did he blugh at the absolutely Blmsy and digtorted
grounds upon which he had acted in the case of the
ISL? If the real basis upon which he acted were the
grounds presented to us by Brownell, what is con-
tained in them that mrtvented their disclosure by
either Clark or Mefirath?

[t seems possible that the {alse, distoried, and oﬁten_"
stupid grounds upon wiich the action of the attorney
general was based. ave only subterfuge, and he may:.
attempt Lo hold up a case against the [8L on the basis
of “evidenece” that has nothing to do with the theories,
programs and activities of the organization, but upen
the “expert” testimony of “official and un-official in--
formanfs.”

The Grounds of the attorney general spell out exactly
what the "crime" of the ISL is; it opposes capitalisni,
seeks its abolition and wishes fo replace it with o social-
ist society. Speaking in the frankest possible terms, the -
attorney general says that this is o crime ander capifal-
ism, and as a defender®of copifalism, privafe property
in the means of production and the whole presen¥ social.
structure, he finds any organization which is cppcsed to
this kind of society subversive.

We have acceptad his challenge and will seé it
through to the end. If we are unsuceéssful in any ad-
ministrative hearing of the Department of Justice, we
shall take our case to the courts where we hope thaf|
genuine legal process will prove as successful as.our
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. Text of the ISL's Rebuttal to the Justice Department’s Charges
i In the ”jgat;w'o{' th; De;iz'gzatiqn o{‘p 'Workezs t?a;ty, Im_l‘epegcfgnf S;ciq}!zgj5ﬁea§ue :

HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

S We have before us your communication of July 9, 1953, which, five years after the
B ~ Workers Party and the Socialist Youth League and four years after the Independent Socialist
] eague were designated on the Attorney General’s list of ‘“‘subversive organizations,” finally
‘provides us with a “Statement of Grounds” for the designation followed by.Interrogatories
which presumably are expected to solicit answers from us that would confirm the merit of the
srounds” you have cited. Our experience with the administrators of your Department, par-

‘ticularly in the case of the listing

of our organization, has given us no iliusions about their ¢on-

“gern for the cause after which the Department was named. = »

. We find no reference in your Statement and Intervo-
“patories to the 'Petition of the Independent Socialist
ileague protesting the designation by the Attorney
Gzzneral under Executive Order 9835, which wag sent to
dhe Department of Justice and argued before Assistant
Attorney General Raymond P, Whearty on January 25,
1951, Neither do we find any reference to the ten ex-
kibits containing material dealing with the views and
aciivities of the aforementioned organizations. We
hereby reguest that our earlier petition. as well as the
ten exhibits appended thereto, be regarded as a part of
the present document which is our answer to the State-
Taent and Tnterrogatories of,the Attorney Genmeral.

In the public interest, we again welcome an oppor-
-tunity to present this petition requesting the removul of
. the names of the Workers Party, the Independent So-
| cialist League and the Socialist Youth League from the
list of “subversive organizations.” .

Qur petition takes the present form of reiterating
the politieal position of these organizations with spe-
-~ cial reference to the “Statement of Grounds” set forth
in your communciation, and of replying to all the rele-
vant Interrogatories addressed to us.

VIOLATING THE CONSTITUTION

W stress the matter of relevance in your Interroga-
tories because we challenge your right, under Executive
. Order No. 9835 and Executive Order Mo. 10450 or in pur-
" sueance to Title 28, Chaptler |, Part 41, Section 411 et seq.
of the Code of Federal Regulations, to engage in o gen-
_eral fishirg expedition- against political - organizations
. which oppose the political party now in power in the
Administration and fo pry ot will and arbitrarily info the
. He of these organizations, their members, their smypa-
¥hizers. their foliowers and even those who are merely
vilmberested in being Informed abeut the views or metivitles
- of these organizations, in ssch o manner, as clearly vio-
_ lotes. thé rights of these organizations and individuals
‘and as clearly exceeds the bounds of your avowed pur-
i pose. namely, -to justify the continuation of the designa-
_tian of the three organizations here in quesiian. ..
. Therefore, you will note that Interropatories 1 and 2
and 3 and 6 have not been znswered. It is our position
that these Interrogatories and the request that we re-"
ply to them are improper and should not be answered
for the following reasons: ' .

(8) A request to list all the members of_an organiza-
tion, and/or their addresses, iz a violation of the right
of association guaranteed by the First Amendment of
the Constitution. We have no intention of becoming an
accessory to stch violation,

"NO FBiI PERSECUTION!

(b) The National Office of onr organization (speak-
ing specifically of the Independent Secialist League,
although in this respeel the situatiou is the same in the
two other organizations here in question) does not have
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.4« in-its possession or at itz dispdsal a list of its member-
ST ship. Such lists are in the exclusive possession of the
‘;, i authorized officers of the branches of the organization

~in the city where the member is resident.

“‘However, it is net the policy of the orzanization to
make such lists public. To make a Hst of our member-
ship available would result in the harassment and abuse
of cur members. Our experience all over the country
indicates that, where the Federal Bureaw of Investign-
tion has determined that 2 given individual is a mem-
ber of our erganization, or sympathetic with it, this re-
sults in abuse and harassment or both, either through
foss of employment; through repeated visits and inter-
rogations, or through coercive attempts to induce the
individual te become an informer of the F.B.I. assigned
Ao working in the organmization. either by offers of

“ money or by threats of dire consequences in the event
of non-compliance,

: . The same considerations apply in the case of self-
. -‘appointed private “investigators” of radical and alleg-

o edly subversive organizations or individuals; private
organizations of individuals ¢r of emplovers and their
associations and newspapers and other periodicals en-
. gaged in the same “investigative™ activity; and all oth-
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. The text of the reply by the ISL is published with
three typographical differences from the oviginal doeu-
ment as submitted to the Depurtment of Justice, all
o introduced heve editorially for grecter eose in reading :
1) The boldface in which some paragraphs are printed
18 editorially ddded; the original document is of course
- Aypewritten uniformly. (2) Al heads and subheads in
' the text are editerially added and are not « part of the
Ia;ocument. (3} Very long paragraphs have been broken
Up.into shorler ones in & nuwmber of cases—Ed.

ers similar to them who, ostensibly in the name of the
public good, likewise subject those they consider mem-
bers and sympathizers of our organizations to abuses
and harassments, . -

We <annot and we shall not subject our members or
sympathizers to. such action simply In order to prevail in
this proceeding. It is clear to us that $hese Interroga-
tories are less an effort te obtain information relevant
to the purpose of determining whether or aot cur orgoni-
zation has ‘been properly designated om the AMvorney
General's list then to obitain irrelevast infermotion for
the purposes of abuse and- harassment previowsly de-
seribed. .

- {e) We are unabie to see the relevance of these par-
ticular Intervogatories to the ideas that we advocate,
the activities we engage in, and the propriety of our
designation by the Attorney General. Our ideas and
activities are matters of easily ascertainable public
knowledge, made available in partieular in the ISL or-
gan, Forum, and in the pages of Labor Action and the
New International, If there are any copies of these not
available to vou we will {urnish them promptly.

THE RIGHT TO A FREE PRESS

Whether the designation is to be eontinued or discon-
tinued will be determined solely by the ideas and activi-
ties of our organizalions; at any rate, that is iruplied
throughout the “Statement of Grounds” in your com-
munication, Since we cannot see how such a determina-
tien could possibly be affected by the names and ad-
dresses of our members gand sympathizers, we hold thar

Your “Statement of Grounds” eontains
lowing comments on the grounds: C

vour Interrogatories on that score and any responsive -

answers to them can serve no valid purpose ia this pro-

ceeding.

. {(d)- To the Interrogatories specifically referred to
above, we wish {o udd another to which we deem it nec-
essary to devote a special reference, namely, Interre-
-gatory 5. We single it out only because it exceeds all the
others in irrelevance, impertinence and outrageousness.
_ We can interpret this Interrogatory to mean only one
thing: that you propose to record for the purposé of
posgible 1nvestigation and imrassment not” only the
metbers and sympdathizers of dissident organizations
but also readers of their press. .

As in the case of all other public periodicals, the press
we publish officially or that we support is available te
anyone and evervone at a stipulated price per copy or
per #nnuadl subscription. As in the case of all other pub-
lic pericdicals, the offices-of our publications solicit and
aceept all subscriptions appropriately paid for, without
inguiring into the personal opinions, motives, activities
or affiliations of ‘the subseriber. Qur publicutions, like
hundreds of others of all kinds, are subseribed. to and
vead by individuals whose interests, opinion, and affilia-
tions range over the full length of the political spec-
trnm, . . T

Asz in the case of all other publications, the officers of
our publications have neither the desire nor the ability -
to ascertain whether the name and address sent in by
the subseriber is truly the “fuil Iegal name and present
legal address” which you ask us to list for you. It would
be a gross impertinence for any publisher to request
such information from a subscriber; it is ne smaller
impertinence for you to request such information from

us=, - -

You are preswmably exumining'fhe\ ideas and oactivities
of our organizations. We con see no’ possible connection

. between them, on the-one slde, and the “full legal nomes

and present leqat addresses of all mown subseribers™ on
the other. We con see a connection between the reguest
$or such a list and ¥he design or the danger of viclating
the CTonstitutional right of free press, which inciades tha
right o publish freely and the right #o read freely.

We regard your very Interrogatory on this peint as
a viclation of the Censtitutionsal right of both publisher
and reader. We firmly refuse to be an aceessory to this
-violation, either.

. Answer to the’ ‘Statement of Grounds”

27 points. We confine ourselves here to tHe fol-‘

"(1) There is not a single act that the three aforementioned ofganizations are accused-of:

committing in violation of the law of the land.

“and of seeking to have others share these beliefs.
This confirms our contention that we are not and

cedure because of any unlawful actions on our

In every case, they

are aceused of holdiﬁg--beligfs

we have not been subjected to this pro-
part. Instead, we have been suljected to a pro-

~cedure which is tantamount to a political persecution for our ideas, inasmuch as it is fenerally

granted that for an organization to be listed

as ‘“subversive” by the office of the Attorney

General brings upen it public obloguy, suspicion, antagonism and restriction, and inflicts upon it
all sorts of damage, tangible and intangible, that gravely impedes its normal functioning.

The governmental persecution, prohibition or restriction of non-conformist ideas—
“thought control”—are notoriously characteristic of Fascist, Stalinist and arch-military dicta-

torships. Such practises are utterly inimical to
the elementary principles of demdcracy, in gen-
eral, and are alien to the great traditions of
American democracy, in particular. Those who.
in the course of the history of this country, have
violated these prineiples are saved from merited
oblivion only by  the disrepute their names
evoke.

“12) We note with the greatest interest that not o single
one of the 27 “Groynds" set forth in -your Stalement

“actually and directly charges that the Independent So-

cialis3 Leogue ([or the WP or the SYL) edvocates or

teaches the overthrow of the existing Gowverament of the'

United States by force and vjolence or by the employ-

ment of lllegal means or by the employment of unconst-
tutional means, ’

THE ISL's AIMS

(3) Your Statement_ does charge that the ISL advo-
vates and teaches the “desirability of overthrowing and
destroying the existing form .of Government of the
United States”; that the ISL desires to “establish in
the United States a Socialist State”; that the changes
advocated by the ISL “would result in the destruction
of the existing form of Government of the United
States, and in.place thereof would be established an en-
tirely new social philosophy and system of “proletarian
internationalism.” : .

These charges, objectively and fairly understood, are
substantially true and the ISL has not only net made
a secret of these basic views but desires nothing more
than the opportunity of continuing to make them public.
Only, they must be objectively and fairly understood.

in other words, what is true is $his, the ISL- unhesitat-

ingly proclaims it as its main objective: to help educate, -

train and organize the working closses of the country
{i.e., the |adustrial workers, the office and professtonat
workers ond the working farmers), by openr and demo-
cratic means, so thot_they moy-avail themsalves of ali

7 their demoeruﬁc‘,ql_ld-_Cpnst!hﬁouul rights to elect a
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Workers' Government, whith will completely ellminate
the present Government whioh, like Hs predecessors, we
regard as copitalist, and the present state machinery,
which. we regard as likewise capitcllst, and reploce it
with an infinitely more democrotic governmento! and
state machinery, and then proceed gradually Yo reorgan-
ite the ecomomic basls of the economy of the United
States along soclalist Hnes as the first great step in the
direction 6f reorganizing the economy of the world along
socidlist lines, .

But in this charge, we note again, you do not add
that we advocate and teach the achievement of these
changes in the form of government, ov the form of so-
cial production, or any other politicdl or social change,
by forve and violence, or by unlawful or uncanstitu-
tionul means.

RED HERRING

{4) Your Statement does charge that the “WP, ISL
and YSL accept as a recommended formula for the es-
tablishment of a future system of social erder and Gov-
ernment in the United States, the Russian Revolution
of 1917 whereby the then existing government of Rus-
sia was overthrown by foree and violence,” etc., etc.

But in this charge, o, we still note, you do not add
and you do vot say direetly that we advocate and teach
that the same methods as were employed in the Bolshe-
vik Revolution of November, 1917 (that is presumably
the 1917 Revolution you refer to} to establish 2 Work-
ers’ Government should be employed in the United
States. That is understandable. Nobody could make
such a statement unless he is prepared to declare that
he holds, or if not he then the ISL holds; that the con-
ditions and circumstances existing today in the United
Siates are the same as those which existed in Russia in
1917, . .. .

That being the case, the reference to Rassio is Imma-
terial at this point. The Bolsheviks did aot employ “uncon-
stitutional means” since there wos no constifution in ex-
istence.:They:-did. not overthrow an ‘elected .government,
ingsmoch asi.their action .was direched. '-":H_Fﬂ‘t wn-




J’)-.

etected, self-constituted. self-perpetuating
which was nofhing more than a “pravisional -gwemmunf"_
by its own avowal,

It might be argued that the ISL does mdeed acx:ept

broadly speaking, the cowrse taken by the Bolshevik
Party in Russia in 1917 “as a recommended formula”-—
ambiguous as those threg words are in-this case—but
only as a “formula” to be recommended under the ¢con-
ditichs and circumstances that prevailed in Russia in
the middle of 1917, which is not the ecase in the United
States, as is obvious to us and, we presume, as is. obv:—
ous o your Department.

UMARXISM-LENINISM"

(8 Your Statement does charge that the ISL coun--

ducts schools and classes in the “principles of Marxlsm-
Leninism.” That is quite true, -

‘But in this charge, too, we continue to note, you do
not add that in espousing these principles we advocate
and teach the changes for which we stand by force and

“violence ov by unlawful and unconstitutional means.

it is you who state that the “principles of Marxism-
Leninism . . . teach and advocate the duty and necessity
of ove1th10mng and destroying the exiatmg form of
Government of the United States by foree and wvio-
lenee,”
taught by the principles in question, and you have your
unguestioned right to this view. You do not, however,
declare that in onr schools and classes, and in general
in.gur espousal of these principles, we present or have
presented this interpretation. -

Chur -mberpr'etatlon of what thefe principles tea¢h and
advocate is, as you know, different from yours.We ask
nat}'irg more than that our right to ouvr view shall like-
wise ba Lumest)oned .

REVOLUTION AND DEMOCRACY

{6) Your only other refeﬁ‘enee to the ISL and “foree
and vielenee™ is in points 25, 18 and 27, It is true that

the I8L regards the existing form of government in the -

United States as one on which the inferests of the mi-
norily of biy capitaiists is promoted, protected a d de-
fended against the interests of the exploited majority
of workers and against the interests, properly under-
stood, of the nation as a whole. In one word, we hold
that 1t is 2 capitalist government.

It is in this respect that the ISL has “likened the Gov-
ernment of the United States to Hitler Germany.” (The
Stalinist Russian regime is not a capitalist state, al-
though it is a class state in which the workere are ruth-

. lessly oppyéssed- andeexplmted by the rtﬂmg totahtarja’n i

bureaueracy.y”

- But when you write. in.Point 26, that we “believe
that force and viclence is g leg'itamate method to emplcﬂ.r
in o‘;erthmwmg any government which is oppressing

" the-majority of its 'citizens,” you negiect t% add the all-
‘inportant and decisive factor which is involved in any

comparison, in this respeet, between a country like the
United States and Russia today, or Germany under
Hifler-and Spain under Franco. Even the most casual
acquaintance with our literature and teachings is
enough-to show, as you know, the basic difference we
make beétween the anti- democrattc despotlc form of
government, which reaches its ettremes in modern
timey under totalitarian Fascism or totalitarian Stalin-
ism, on the one side, and the form of gevernment which
exists in a political democracy. .

Under both, the majority of fhe people may bn ox-
pioited. But under the former, the majority has no means
of acquiring government power except by conspiratorial
preporafions for the forcible and viclent overthrow of
the cespotism in power. Under the lotter, contrariwise,
political democracy enables the majority to choose its
own government, even though the conditions of thol de-
mocracy may be Hmited or deformed by its capitalisi
churscter. §f that qournmenf is freely chozen by the
majerity, as is the case in countries like the United States
and Great Britein then, no motter how much we may dis-
agree with the choice made by the' maiorrb; ot a given
time, no motter how strongly we may believe that such
& choice perpetuates fhe exploitation of that very ma-
jerity by a minority. we are duty heund to, respect and
chide by the democrcﬁc chaice.

Nobody would be worthy of the name of socialist, ot
Marxist, who tried to impose upon a majority whlch
favors one governmerit or one social system, the FOVern-
ment or social system which is favored by a minority.

‘That is why, as your Department must be aware, the

ISL has always bitterly fought all attempts to curtail

or abolish democracy and democratic rights, be it by .

Fascists or by Stalinists, be it by avowed enemies of
demaocracy or by its self-deluded friends.

Since we repard, as we have always emphasized, the
government of the United States as z political democe-

.racy, even if a capitalist democracy, and the govern.

ments of Hitlerism.and Stalinism as totalitarian. dicta-
torships, there could not even be a question of applying
the same attitude, in this respect, to Lhe one as to the
other.

DRAGGING IN THE "COMMUNISTS"

€71 Siace, therefore, your Stotement of Grounds mo-
where contoins the plain deciaration thot the ISL or the
WP or the SYL teach and advecate that the soclai
changes we espouse shall be introduced inbe this country
by force and viotence or by unlawful or wnconstitutionsl
mezns, we propose thot the names of both organizations

authority

That .may be your interpretation of what is.

United States by uncenstitutionol means,’ " and that the
-public_press be notified accordingly.

- (8) We note that the only relationship mentioned or ™

referred to in your Statement of Grounds as existing

between the ISL: or any part of it and Communist or- .
and exchange which. gives a minority of monopollsts

ganizations, in this.country or internationally, is the
one made in Point 3. Your reference invites these ob-
servations:

{9y Of those members of the ISL who may in any
significant sense be considered leaders of the organiza-
tion, there are only two who can be said to have béen
associated at any time with the Communist: Party or
the Communist International. They are Max Shacht-
man, present Nitional Chalrman of the ISL, and Albert
Gates, present National'Secretary of the ISL. No other
member of our National Committee, no other officer of
the national organization, and no officer of any of our

local city organizations, is or has ever been associated-

with the Communist Party or the Communist Interna-
tional.

We cite these facts not because we consider that they’

reflect any special merit or demerit of the individuals
concerned, but because they are facts which put the
statement in your Point 3 'in the proper light.

OUR RECORD AND THEIRS

¢10) You negleet to mention the fact that “the lead-
erg™vou refer fo, in this case Max Shachtman and Al-
bert Gates, were expelled from the Communist Party
and therewith from-the Copumunist International fov
open opposttion to the Stalinist leadership and the Stal-
intst program of these srganizations as far back as the
vear F9Z8, that is, twenty-five years ugo.

We cite these commonly-known faets not because they
are unknown to you, but because ignorant or dishonest
individuals may draw misieading conclisions about our
organization and its leadership from the wmanner in
whieh you have formulated your Point 3.

{11} You neglect to mention the fact that our crgani-
zation as a whole, both members and leaders, have from
their inception, and without interruption or alteration
down to the present day, carried on an irreconcilable
struggle against Sfalinism and the Stalinist movement
throughout the worxld, and in the United States in par-
ticular.

We did not support or collaborate with Stalintsm or the .

Stalinist regime before the Second World War or affer
it; we did net support or collaborafe with Stalinism or
the Stalinist regime doring the Second World War: we did
not ‘spread .any propqgudu about Stdlinism lning ‘our
great ally”™ or "the great’ democmcy or "the champion
of demecracy and peace,”

to turn over any nations and peoples ta Stalinism as If
ﬂsey were cattle for sale, but we did denounce such ele-
graded transactions.

~ Qur record on this score is radically different from
that of the leaders of the present Government Admin-
istration and the Government Administration that pre-

-ceded it. We cite these commonly known facts about onr

attitude toward Stalinism (to say nothing about the
not less well-known attitude of the Stalinists toward
us) not beeause they are unfamiliar to you, but becauvse
the uninfermed and malicious may draw even more mis-
leading conclusions about us from the manner in which
wou have formulated your Point 3:

WHAT THEY DON'T SAY

{12} It goes without saying that whether or not the
leaders, or any of the leaders, of the ISL taoday were
associated with _Communist organizations' a quarter of
a century ago, and that whether or not these Commu-
nist organizations “advocated the employment of illegal
means to overthrow the existing form of Government in
the United States,” youxr Point 3 discloses nothing what-
ever about the position of the ISL itself (or the WP
ov the SYL} with regard to such advocacy. _

We note that Point 3 takes care not to say that the
ISL is, as a conscquence of the fivst part of Point 3,
charzed with advocating “the employment of iilegal
means,” ete. We note with equal interest that Peint 3
likewise takes care not te say that the ISL is, as a con-
sequence of the first part of Point 3, charged with being
4 Communist organization. \

(13) Since, therefore, yeur  Statement of Grounds
nowhere contains any declaration that the ISL and
5YL are {or.that the WP-was) Communist orpaniza-
tigns, and -newhere attempls even' to show that vou
hold -that there are grounds for such an assumption ov
charges, we propose that the names of these organiza-
tions be removed from that classification in the list pub-
lished by the Attorney Gereral which is headed, “Com-
muriist,” and that the public press be notified accord-
ingly, :

NAKED ADMISSION

{14} We note that the only reference made in your
Statement of Grounds about the “spbversive” nature of
the ISL is to be found in Point 19, which asserts that
one of the objectives of the ISL “at all times” is to
“subvert the national interest and Government of the
United States to the unity of the privileged working

class in this country with privileged working classes in.

‘other countries of the world in furthering and estab-
lishing ‘proletarian internationalism.”” This assertion,

‘like some of those that follow it with respect to the

~-be removed-from that clessification Insthe tist published « ~questions of national defense, war and imperialism, is

Iw the Attorney Generat which is: headed,2Ovyonivations:.

£

false and:-misléading; being-based at once upon an erro-

lich, hank e aiter the fotm-- of-- gbvmmeuf -ot. the -neous-Tebresentation of our position in these, matters.
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! but we did ridicule and de:”
. nounce such prepoganda; we did net turn over or agree

"mate defense of the nation from all threats that ma:.»-

when the present avowedly capitalist government js ré= |

and an unacceptable representation df your own- pd
tion, .

- {15} You identify the national Interest with’ the |
ests of the capitalist class and the capitalist sociak o3
that is, the private ownership of the means of produ

tremendous sociol power to hold over fhe jives of
grea? majority composed of the working clusse;s, N
identify a war for the defense of *he notlonal intes
with a war for the defense of '}he interests of capml

property.

of the Federal Government of the United States to
mit that Government formally to the support and
fegse of the capitalist social order and to the condemti
tion of those who seck to abolish it. Indeed, your .dae
laration is, to ‘our knowledge, the only one of its
ever to be made officially in the name of a Federal Gn'.-‘-rjc
ernment institution.

We place it in the same category with the statemen
before the Senafe Committee by vour Secretary of [k
fense, Mr. Wilson, that what is good for the Geneg
Moters Corporation is good for the country. We includ
it with the equally candid belief expressed at the 4L
Annuzl Meeting of the Chamber of Commeree of
United States held at the end of April, 1953, in Wa
ington, in the address before it by your Secretary of
Interior, Mr. McKay, who said that “some people ...
seem to have the thought that this is a business man’
administration, and it is”; and -further, -that ‘hé i
speaking for “an admmlstratmn representative of. J:u
ness, and industry.”

THE INTERESTS OF THE NATION

{16) If, then. by the term “loyalty,™ as you see ity |
¥ou mean polltlcal suppért of any kind, then we do nof
hesitate to affirm that we of the ISL owe no such” snp—-f
port and give no such support to an avowedly capztaltat
government, -

We are bound to abide by the laws of the country,
that is, by the laws that the present government-is
properly called upon to enforce. Buf we ave in no way
bound to support the praogram and policics of this gov-
ernment, either at home or abroad and we do .not. i
fact, support them.

{17} The IEL does not seek to “subvert the nztional”
interest”or to deny or interfere with the right and duiy
of this nation or any other to defend its integrity. Tu
suggest the contrary is"tv misrepresent our ﬁew gruga:—
1y;eithér 6ut-of ignoxance or malice. > ¥ - A

The true natioral Interest is one that we doiend’lr-?"
dently and consisbently. Only, in our conception; the frue .-
national interest of o country like the Uniféd States ¥o-
day is-the inferest of the vast majerity made up by fis
working clusses, ond not the tiny miaorlfy made p by: Hs
capitalist class

‘1
The interests of the nat:on which Include the Ieg'lti-

arise against its independence, sovereignty and mteg
rity, are the interests of the people as a whole, and
these interests can, in our view, be preserved and pro: :
moted only under the political and social leadership of
the working class, attaining its most effective form

placed by a demoeratic workers’ government.

WHO ARE THE DEMOCRATS?

(18) As revolutionary socialists we are and must be_
consistent democrats, inzsmuch as we hold firmly to tha |
point of view that without demecracy socialism cannet
be achieved and that without socialisie demoecracy cait
not reach ite highest development. As socialists, thersd |
fore, we are steadfasily attached to the great.demn=
eratic principle of the ruﬂ;ht'r of every people and natao:;
to self-determination. .

Unless this democratic principie is te be subverted; :
and transferred into an imperialist principle, it mus._
mean champmmng the right of self-determination not
only for one’s own nation but for all other nations amk’
peoples, and most patrlcplarly for those nations anil
peoples whose right is infringed upon or- denied by .one’s
own govérnment. That is what this democ1atic prmclpl.a
means to the ISL.

(19) 'l'herefore. we contend that it is we who ary
chompioning - the 4rue interests of the notion whell wi II
fight against any jmperialist denial of the right of self-
determination to any people or nation, and thatf we ghams
pion it -best’ and most effectively whan we fight againtd
any imperiofist denial of the rlght of self-determipation
of which our awn government is guilty. :

Not only is it an outrage against derncu:xacjr an'l
therefore against socialism, if our own government‘dﬁi
prives another people of their national rights or if i
cooperates with another government to deprive a people -
of their national right; it is also an outrage against the
people of our own country, inasmuch as they must nob
only bear the immediate and uitimate burdens of Jmpi=
rialism but must endure the hitter hostility of the s
ple whom our ewn government has deprived of
nght -

Conseguentli; in opposing impérialist policies or uﬂr
perialist wars pursued by our own government ’
seiously or l}nconSCIOu::ly, in the name of “national &
fense from aggression” or not, we of the ISL ‘egn
that it iz we who are upholding the true nationil
terest and the government which is subverling: i!,.

iContinved on next _peag_el
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i.made in your Peint 20, that “the WP, ISL and
L 'have openly sought to impede efforts of the United
itis to prepare its defense from aggression,” were
irpreted to mean that these organizations have vio-
) or are now vielating any law of the land, in par-
iar laws related to military affairs, the draft, ete,

o eiftier during World War II or since.

. would -be quite right to state, however, that these
anizations, without moderating in the slightest degree
opposition to and condemnotion of the reactionary
imperialist nature- of the Hiterlite, Fascist and Stal-
F regimes, did regard the role and the policies of the
- Stutes government and of the governments allied
it. os imperialist, and therefore a role and policies
ch-eavery soclalist and consistent demecrat should re-
+-aond not support.

We likewise regard the role and policies of the Umted
ates. Government in the Korean adventure and in the
reparation of World War III, to be imperialist, too,
anal therefore reject and oppose them.

~ Ag you know, this position does not abate in the
a] g:htest degree our oppos:twn to the reole and policies
[ Stalinist totalitarianism in the Korean War and in
e preparations for World War 111.

Tn thiz statement, we would add that the suggestion
ch we infer from your Peint 22 that we are in some
seial way obligated to support the imtervention of
- Be United States Government into the Korean War, a
Wir- whose futility and tragic vuteome we of the ISL

b

gestion seems to us peculiarly impertinent coming
a5 from a government department under the control
i a political party, many of whose outstanding leaders.
d spokesmen have criticized. attacked and even con-
‘nmned U. 8. intervention in Korea from the day it was
legally undertaken by the preceding Administration
Liind down to this very day.

LINCOLN ON THE NATION

- {21) Our rejection of the U. S. Government's role and
Policy in World War IT and since as nnpenahst is based
W upion our canceptmn of imperialist pelicy in general.
;&Impenahsm is the seizuve and annexation by one coun-
‘hy of the territory of another country without the con-
L sent of the people involved or in defiance of their ex-
firessed will, and/or the exploitation of the wealth, pos-
- Hessions and labor of one country by ancther wn;hout
H:-e consent of the people involved or in defiance of their
= pressed will,
Ol,t the basis of this concep}iou. we covld net and did
ut support elther camp in World Wor 11, We do not sup-
fiﬂ- ‘either camp in the preporations for World War il
==peither ¥he camp of Stalinist imperiailsm which the
Ui §. Government supported and was allied with in Warld
. War 1l and with which it callousty divided the Interna.
: itinal spoils of Heir commen victory, nor Hhe camp of
. &apitalis? imperialism, which %o Hiis hour continues to

w2 T
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20) It would be = malicious falsehood if the state-

gilicted publicly from the very beginning—such a.

apitalism in the Natlona[ Interest 7

sovereignty to tens of millions of people throughout the
world. )

(22) The charge that we “would at all_times subvert
the national interest’”. thus falls to the ground inasmuch
as it is based upon the crude assumpfion that the true
naticnal interest is identical with the interests of the
present Government and the present dapitalist system,
and apon the even more absurd assumption that the
ISL believes that these divergent and, indeed, mutally
antagonistic interests are identical or even recencilable,

The ISL seeks to preserve the national interest and
helds that it is best served by the establishment in this
country of a democratic workers’ government ailied
with simhilar governments of other countries in a frat-
ernal union to promote the peace, prosperity and free-
dom of all.

In this respect, the [SL Position is identical in spirit
with the historiec declaration made by President Abra-
ham Lincoin during the Civil War. Lincoln’s declara-
tion is contained in the message he addvessed io the
First International of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
in 1865, in reply to the letter of the International to
Lincoln, and which was transmitted to the International
by Lincoln’s Ambassador in London:

"Nations do not exist for themselves alene, but to pro-
mote the welfare -and happiness of mankind by benevo-
jent Intercourse and exomple. It is in this relation thet
the United States regard thelr couse in the present con-
fAlct with slavery-maintaining insurgents as the cause of
Human nafure, and they derive new encouragement to
persevere from the festimony of the workingmen of Eu-
rope that the motional attitude is favored with thelr en-
lightened approval and earnest sympathies.” .

THE GULF ¢

(28) Qur attitude toward Linceln's declaration is
animated by the same spirit that is revealed in the
communication he sent to the then existing organization
of revolutionary Marxists. The azttitude you reveal in

the communication you have sent to the today existing-

organizations of vevelutionavy Marxists shows the gulf
that divides the Great Republican of 1865 from those
whe incomprehensibly retzin the name of his party to-
day. We are pmud to uphold the noble, emancipating
traditions of Lincoln-znd extend them in our endeavor
to aftain freedom for all under socialism,

{24) Since, therefore, your Statement of Grounds, in
its sole reference to the allegation of “subversion™ in

~eormection with the organizations here in question, bases

itself upon 2 radical misconception and a false presen-
tation of our position on the national interest and its
relationship, in our view, with the international solid-
arity and interests of the working classes, we propose
that the names of these organizations be Temoved from
that classifieation in the list published by the Attornev
General which is headed, “Subversive,” and that the
public press be notified accordingly.

-- With these preliminary commentaries on your Siate-
ment of Grounds, which we have sought to keep te an
irreducible minimum, we can proceed to the now easier
task of replving point by point to your Interrogatories.

E‘ ﬁh!y the clementory right of national independence ond
B .
- R I I' 'I - o 7
! epiy to the Interrogatories
o
.I' (1) We decline to answer this Interrocvat,ow for the « The Tounsitional

-.rmasons which are set forth above in Paragraphs a, b
& ind e

e (2) We decline to answer this Interrogatory for the
“tersons which are set forth above in Paragraphs a, b
Ldnd e,

| {8) We decline to answer this Interrogatory for the
ieasons which are set.forth above in Pavagraphs a, b
z-r.-d L3

‘£4) Official statements &f the pollicies of the ISL, WP
, ied SYL are- contained in. the resolutions passed by the
ceaventions of these organizations or statements issued
Iy their elected. commiitees and officers in their official
ﬂpﬂclﬂes

'I'  The following pubhcatwns have been issued during
| ‘theperwd stated by the WP, ISL and 8YL, or en their
behalf by various puhhs‘mng cornpanies, Generally
;pﬂ&kmg. they can be said to express the views of these
organizations or to contain views of a theoretical andy
- o7 political natore which the organizations were or are
deau'ou: to bring to public attention. Excentions to the

Zbnve statement dre noted with regard to Lobor Aefion,
| The New Internationul, The Bulletin of the Workers

_;::F'it'.—i':‘"u [

Pm-ty and Forum (sce below), .
i ) Title Published by
. ‘Plénty for All N. I. Pub. Co.
L The Fight for Socinkism N. I Pab. Co.
3 The Ne® Course & Strug- N.1. Pub. Co.
|F * gle for the New Course -
;'_ Socialism, The Hope of N. 1. Pub. Co.
1;!,| . Humanity
W Security and o Living N, 1. Pub. Co.
Wage
Fithe Question of Unity Workers Party Pub.
Dt Pa,y More Rent Workers Party Pub.
LiMarxism in the United Workers Party Pub.
States

E. Igentive Pay
~Naxt A Labor Pasty

: Swmsh the Profiteers
Siop the BEnemies of the
. Working People

- ekd War on the Compus
¥ he Role of the Party

= h-s Ro!s of the Trade

Workers Party Pub.

" LA, fortheWP & SYL
W.P. Cam. Com. {N.Y.C)
Wnrke’m Party of Detroit

Berkeley, Calif. SYL
Workers Party Ed. Dept.
Workers Party EJ. Dept.

Workers Party Ed. Dept.
Program .
Labor Action
The New International

Labor Action Pub. Co.
N. I. Pub. Co.

Although the two last-named publications generally
express the views of the ISL and SYL, they frequently
contain articles which do not. In its indicia box Laber
Action carries the statement that “Opinions and peli-
cies expressed in sigred articles by contributors do not
necessarily represent the views of Labor Action, which

are given in editorial statements.” The New Interng-’

tional, “A Marxist Review,” carries articles of a theo-
retical and analytical nature which represent the views
of the authors only, Articles signed by officers of the
WP, IST. and SYL ecan be said to express the official
views of these organizations only when signed in thejr
official capacity,

The Bulletin of the Workers Party
Workers Porty

Forum Ind. Soc. League

These two ale discussion pubhcatwns Articles pub-
lished in them do not represent the views of the organi-
zations, except when specifically designated as adopted

. resolutions of their official bodies, or signed by officers

of the organizations in their official cavacity. As these
publieations arve specifically designed as wedia of dis-
cussion and controversy in which all mewmbers of the
organizations may bring their points of view on any
question before the organizations and the seneral pui)—

lig, whether or not such views be in agreement with ar

in dirvect opposition to the policies of the orpanizations,
or the views of their elected officers or commitiee, or
articles which appear in lhem, these publicaiions can
be considered official only in the sense that they are
officially published channels for the demoeratic contro-
versy which these ovganizations consider essential to
the functioning of a secialist organization.

All of the above listed publications were published
by the New International Publishing Co., Labor Action
Publishing Co.,, Workers Party Pnbhcat}ons {now™ de-
funct), which are or were business concerns registered
in New York and solely owned by members of the WP
or ISL; or were published by the organizations them-
selves or local branches thereof,

All the publicatiens listed are dzstrlbuted by the
organizations themselves ov by Independent Sociglist

The ISL
Program in Brief

The Independent Socialist League stands for
socialist democracy and against the two sys-
fems of exploitation which now divide the
world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized,
by any Fair Deal or other deal, so as to give
the people freedom, abundance, security or
peace. It must be abolished and replaced by a
new social system, in which the people own and:
control the basic sectors:of the economy, demo-
cratically controlling their own econemic and-
political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia ond wherever it holds
power, is a brutal totalitorianism—a new form
of exploitation. Its agents in every country, the
Communist Parties, are unrelfenting enemies of
socialism and have nothing in common with:
socialism—which cannot exist without effective
democratic control by the peopie,

These two. camps of capitalism and Stalinism:
are today ot each other's throats in a world-.
wide imperialist rivalry for domination. This
struggle can only lead to the most frightful war
in history so long as the people leave the cuapi-.
talist and Stalinist rufers in power. Independent
Socialism stands for building and strengthening
the Third Camp of the people against both war’
blocs. A

The I5L, as a Marxist movement, looks fo the
working class and ifs ever-present struggle as
the hasic progressive force in society. The ISL
is organized to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all other sec-
tions of the people.

At the same time, Independent Socialists par-
ticipate actively in every struggle fo beiter
the people’s Jot now—such as the fight for
higher living standards, against Jim Crow and
anti-Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and
the frade-union movement. We seek to join to-
gether with all other militants in the labor
movement as « left force working for the for-
mation of an independent labor puﬁy and other
progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight for so-
cialism are inseparable, There can be no lasting
and genuine democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without democracy.
Te enroll under this banner, join the Independent
Socialist Leaque!

LABOR ACTION
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Press and Labor Action Bock Service, both business
concerns registered in New York, and solely owned by
members of the ISL.

The above list is complete, to the best of our knowl-

"edge and recollection. In addition there may be, how-

ever, local leaflets or pamphlets issued by branches or
units of the WP, ISL and SYL during the nine years
in question Whlch arc not available to us or of which
there is no record.

(6) We decline to answer this Interrogatory for },he
reasons which are set forth above in Paragraph d.

(6) We decline to answer this Interrogatory for the
reasons which are set forth above in Paragraphs a b
and ¢.

ACTIVITIES WITH OTHER GROUPS

{7} {a) In the period specified in l'nterrogatory (1),
the ISL (or the SYL or the WP, in'some of the cases in
question) has cooperated for speclﬁc objectives and at
different times and places, with the following organiza-
tions, either nationally or on a local level: American

Civil Libertiea Union, American Committee for Euro--

pean Workers Relief, Civil Rights Defense Committee,
Cormmittee to Aid Franco’s Labor Victims, Industrial
Workers of the World, James Kutcher Defense Com-
mittee, Libertarian Sociulist League; Socialist Party,
Socialist Workers Party, Students for Democratic Ac-
tion, Students League for Industrial Demoeracy, Work-
‘ers Defense League, Young Democrats of the Univer-
gity of California, Young Peoples Socialist League,
Young Republicans of the University of California.

{b) The cooperation with these organizations has
varied from organization to organization and from
case to case. In some, the purpose of the cooperation
has been to give publicity and solicit aid and support
for the cases of labor, sceialist and révolutionary vie-
tims of reactionary persecutlon and terror abroad,
notably in the case of persecutions conducted by the
Franeo regime in Spain and by the Stalinist regime in
Russia. In others, the purpose of the cooperation has
been to give publiCity and solicit aid and support to
victims of the demial of civil rights by governmental,
academic or other authorities. In still others, the pur-
pose of the cooperation has been to give publicity and
solieit aid and support to cases in which the ISL or
members. of the ISL {or the SYL or the WP, respec-
tively) were threatened with the denial-of their civil
rights or were subjected to authoritarian arbitrariness
by governmental or other public institutions. In still
others, the purpose of the cooperation has been to give
publicity te the elementary socialist opposition to the
elaim that Stalinism in any way represents the prin-
ciples, objectives or ideals of socialism. In stili others,
the purpose of the cooperation has been to organize
public demonstrations or manifestations of protest
against representatives in this country of regimes, like
those of Franco Spain and Stalinist Rusma, which are
guilty of persecuting, ter roTizZing, mlpnsomng and mur-
dering political opponents.

THOSE “FOREIGN"-QUESTIONS

{8} At no time have the ISL, the SYL ‘or the WP
had any international or foreign affiliation, interna-
tional or foreign working agreement or other arrange-
ment, and none exists at the present time, with the fol-
lowmg single and sole exception, namely, the agree-
ment made between representatives of the then Work-
ers Party and the then International Secretariat of the
Fourth International which provided that the Workers
Party would be permitted to send a representative to
ihe 1948 World Congress of the Fourth International
in order that the point of view of the them Workers
Party could be presented on the floor of the Congress.

{9) Meither the ISL, SYL nor the WP have at present
or have ever had any arrangement, relationshlp or con-
fiection with any foreign government of ony country or
with any representutives of any foreign governmend,
either Ia regard to the distribution of the pamphlets,
bulletins and other publications of such foreign govern-
ments or in any ofher regard. X

The ISL has for some time had and at present con-
tinues to have an arrangement with the headquarters
of POUM, or Partide Obgero de Unificacién Marxista
(Workeys Party of Marxist Unification of Spain),
whereby about & dozen copies of each issue of Lo
Buatalle (The Battle), official organ of POUM, ave dis-
tributed by the ISL in this country to interested indi-
viduals.

For certain perlods of time in the past, the ISL or
the WP has had avrangements with the Independent
Laber Party of Great Britain for the distribution of a
small number of copies of each issue of their newspaper,
The Socialist Lender; similar arrangements with the
huasiness administration of the Ukrainian periodieal,
Vpered, published in Munich; and similar arrangements
with the business administration of the French periodi-
cal Confrontation Internualionale, once published in
Paris. The ISL, SYL and the WP have not distributed
and do not at present distrihute the publications of any
other foreign organization.

(13) No, not now and not ever before.

(11} {(a) Neither the ISL, SYL nor the WP has ever
received and does not now receive any financial or other
material support of any kind, directly or indirectly,
from any foreign government, its representatives or
instrumentalities. The same reply iz made with regard

to international political organizations, their repre-

sentatives or instrumentalities.

{b) Neither the ISL, SYL nor the WP has ever
solicited or given and does not now solicit or give any
finmncinl or bther material support of any kind, directly

,:tm«aiﬂ.'n government, its representa- -

tives or ingtrumentalities. The same reply is made with
regard to international political organizations, their
representatives or instrumentalities.

{12) Neither the ISL, SYL nor the WP has ever col-
labprated and does not at present collaborate with any
foreign governmment in regard to formulating its poli-
cies or the pohcles of its organizations or in any other
regard.

The single and scle instance in which the then Work-
ers Party sought to influence the policies of an inter-
national organization was in the year 1948, when its
representative, Max Shachtman, attended the sessions
of the World Congress of the Fourth International and
presented the point of view of the Workers Party on
political questions in confroversy at the Congress,

{13) The two internations! organizations or organi-
zations abroad with which the ISL, SYL or WP have
had what might be called, in your terms, an “arrange-
ment,” are, as set forth above, the POUM and the
Fourth International. The former may be reached, ac-
cording t0 an announcement in its organ, Lo Butella,
by addressing La Batalle, 5, Rue du Faubourg Poisson-
niére, Paris IX, France. The address of the Fourth In-
ternational is not available to us.

THE SWP SPLIT

{14) The main difference between the two contesting
croups inn the Socialist Workers Party in 1939.1940,
namely, the so-called Majority group and the so-called
Minority group, reiated to the position that the Social-
ist Workers Party should adept toward the Second
World War which had broken out, mest speeifically the
position it should adopt toward the role played in the
war by Stalinist Russia; and related to the gquestion
of organizational relations and procedures inside the
Socialist Workers Party, most specifically to the ques-
tion of how the controversy should be conducted and
resolved.

The so-called Minority group contended thot revolu.
tionary soclalists should not only eppose the war on
both sides, in general, but specifically should condemn the
role of Stalinist Russian regime in the war os reaction-
ary ond imperiolist and devold of any progréssive pur-
pose or significance. .

The so-called Minority group contended, further, that
the difference was of so grave & nature that, even
should its standpoint be rejected by a national conven-
tion of the Socialist Workers Party, the Minority weuld
reserve the right to publish a periodical of its own
which, while supporting the Party in general, would
put forth its own special standpoeint with regard to the
war and the vole of the Stalinist regime in it,

The convention of the Socialist Workerz Party, sup-
porting the so-called Majority group, rejected the posi-
tion of the so-called Minority group. In a post-conven-
tion conflict between the two groups as to interpreting
their respective obligations and rights under the terms
of the convention decisions and the standards of party
demoeracy, a split wag precipitated. The ousted Minor-
ity constituted itself as the Workers Party in April,
1940.

FROM WP TO ISL

{15) As the name indlcates, the Wnrkers Party con-
sidered itself a political party, even theugh its members
recognized at oil fimes that it was not a pelitical party
in $he fult sense of the term. The Workers Party reconsti-
tuted itself as the Independent Socialist League in 1948
ia full and open acknowledgment that the Marxists in
the United Stotes ot the present time connot and should
not consider themselves as a genuine political party but
only as -a propagandistic and educational organization
whose primary immedicie objective is #o help in the for-
mation of a Labor Party, founded by uand based upon the
arganized trade-anion movement, and completely inde-
pendent, organizationally and politfcally from the hvo
capitalist pgriies. .

So far as the basic principles of socialism are®con-
cerned, however, the Independent Sccialist League con-

tinued to maintain those which lay at the foundation
of the Workers Party. In its newly-adopted constitution,

the Convention of the ISL adopted the following as

Article II:
“PURPOSE: The pur’pose of the League is set forth

"“in its pregram as embodied in the resolutions and dee-

larations of natioma! conventions: its purpose is to
educate and organize the working elass for independent
polltlcal action leading to the establishment of a work-
ers’ government whmch aims to abolish capitalism and
to achieve socialism.”

POSITION ON STALINISM

" {16) Insofar as the fundamenial position and the
main policies of the Fourth International were, in the
views of the then Workers Party, in harmony with the
principles and interests of socialism, they were like-
wise the position of the Workérs Party and accordingly
were taught by the Workers Party,

However, on the basic gnestions of the nature of the
Sialinist state, of the socialist-obligation to thiz siate
in case of war, of the nature and role of the Stalinist

pargies, of the nature and role of the Social Demoeratic,

Parties, as well as of questions related to or dependent
upon these questions, the position of the Workers Party
was from its very inception opposed to, or gradually
developed into increasing opposxtwn to, the position of
the Fourth International.

The Woarkers Party regarded the Sfulinlsi state as un

-anti-capitalist but also an ont-seclalist and enH-work-

" actionary, anti-working class parties. it reqdrded it "Ihi-
‘the duty of Marxists to find their rightfui place & ih,m

Ing class state, characterized by its totalitarian expl'.ih-l_
tion and oppression of the foiling classes in the |

of the culing collectivist bureaucracy. It regarded J# %
being in no semse whatever the duty of the soc‘llaﬂﬂ,.'
movement fo suppert or defend this reactionary =
in war-time or in peace-time. It regarded fhe ﬁm
parties not as parties of the "Left" or of the worki o
élass, in any legitimate sense of these ferms, but ax .\3{

feft wing functioning inside the Social Democratie 'ﬂ"
social-reformist movements wherever possible, i‘lefenlﬂlu.L
these movements from all copitallst or Stolinist assa

" ond Infringements, and kelping develop them as eﬁed !

organixatlons of the sociclist working class,

These views of the Workers Party are held in an etrm_'F i
firmer and clearer way by the Independent Socza_.ﬂi-gh
League and the Socialist Youth League foday. ]

o
THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL E

X
(17} Neither the Workers Party nor any of its rep= - ¥
resentatives ever proposed that the Workers. Party shall
be or shall be considered the official representative. &l
the Fourth International in the United States. How- =
ever, at the 1948 World Congress of the Foarth Inﬁﬁl'-—ﬂ-.-
national, Max Shachtman proposed that, in ovder s
allow for the possibility that the two orgamzad.lnﬁ‘ﬂe
would one day come closer together in their views -uéi_. -
controversial theorefical and political questions Ty @i
fraternal interchange of ideas, the Fourth Internahon:[_
should recognize the Workers Party 2s-a sympathizifi="
section. The Congress of the Fourth International =&
jected the proposal. Tioa i

Nothing has come of this proposal since, nor of an;: r J
other proposal for any other form of relations betwemm .' i
the Workers Party or the ISL and the Fourth Interma-
tional. Indeed, no other proposal has been made for ang
relations, either by the ISL or by the chth Inter-- = |
national. "

(18) At the time the Workers Party was founded
early in 19490, its organ, Labor Action, listed the party
in its masthead as “Section of the Fourth Interns-
tienal.” This was not meant to indicate that the Work-
era Party was affiliated to the Fourth International I.'nr
that the Workers Party was in any other wise officiall}
connected with it, since that was not the ease at tha
time or at any other time. The Workers Party 1ist.-=ﬂ'.'
itself in that way only in order to indicate its solidarity.
with the Fourth International ip the sense indicafed’in
the reply to Interrogatory 16 and as an expression of
the Workers Party’s desire to become an American sec-
tion of the Fourth Infernational eventually, that is.
when and if political differences were either eliminatad
or dimiinshed. This desire was rejected by those groups
then in the leadership of the Fourth International. *© =

-In any case, upon the adoption of the so-called
Voorhis Bill, Labor Action, under date of November 115

1940, published an official “Statement of the Workers
Party on the Fourth International,” which read, intér
alie: “Up to the time of the adoption of the Voorhis

Bill, the Workers Party has listed itself as a Seetfod-

of the Fourth International. By virtue of the authorify

vested in it by the plenary session of the National =
Committee of the Pariy held recently, the Pelitical. &8
Committee hereby declares, in the name of the Workers e
Party, the suspension of any cennections with the y
Fourth International.’” )

Under date of December 16, 1940, Labor Action pub=
lished a “Declaration on the Fourth International,’
signed by four individuals who formerly constituted
the majority of the International’s Executive Buresu,
and which read, iafer wlic: “We must establish fhe
tragic fact that while sections exist—the Fourth Inter-
nationzl as an organized, centralized, authoritative and
representative body does not now exist. We see our pri- 5
mary task to be the painstaking work of reconstituting.
the International as it should be constituted.” This Dee<t |

iy

laration represented, broadly speaking, the view of Tha: SR
then Workers Party as well Y =
. = |
{(19) The answer to what is asked and what is impl".&.i =
in this Interrogatory js contained, in substance, . vhe
repl‘y to Interrogatories 16 and 18. :%C
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS T e
{(20) (a} As mg:c;ted above, Max Shachtmam aﬁ- oyl
tended the Second World Congress of the Fourth Intar- = 4
national in 1948 as the representative of the Workers = o
Party. He did not attend any other conference of like - 4" 0
nature, . 2
(b} Max Shachiman has visited the Soviet Unmu,' 1 I.
but not as an official of the WP, or the ISL, or the SYL, |

and not during the period of their existence. Max
Shachtman visited the Soviet Union in the year 1926 as |
a delegate representing the Young Communist League
and the Communist Party of the United States to the
Plenary Session of the Executive Committee of the
Young Communist_International and to the preceding . = '
Plenary Session of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International. Max Shachtman alse wisited:
the Soviet Union in the year 1927 as a representative | =
of the International Labor Defense of the United States )
to an international conference of the International RL- i :
Aid. - - .

No other official of the WP, ISL ¢r SYL, m, his ,|, ]
capacity’as such an officiat or in any other capaclty, lma i
ever visited the Soviet Union.

{21} Max Shachtman, National Chau‘man of thé IEI:_,. i
iCentirued on next page)
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e {Continaed frem preceding pogel

.§"HIE s member of the Communist Party up to 1928,

is, twenty-five years ago, that is, twelve years be-
“ lore the founding of the Workers Party, Albert Gates,
| HMational Secretary of the ISL, was also a member of

!Fﬂiﬂ Commurist Party up to 1928, Beth Max Shachtman
ﬁ,__nd Albert Gates were expelled from the Commaunist
~ Parly for the crime of “Trotskyism.” Other officers of
B = tlﬂ threé organizations in guestion here were it one
B ;.Elne members of the Socialist Party; still other officers

-:“H'ih‘er prévicusly belonged to a polmcal organization.
"Bl éfficer of the three organizations in question here,
" dther than the two previously named, was ever a mem-
ﬁrh.r of the Communist Party or the Young Communist
- League.

@,1 {23) Many of the officers of the WP and ISL, includ-
"5? Ingthe National Chairman and the Natjonal Secretary,

,.1.— were at one tiroe, prior to the founding of the ISL and
the WP, members of an organization which was affili-
" ited with the Fourth International. The name of that
_-"n-rgamzatlon was the Socialist Workers Party, whose
| | affliation with the Fourth International was terminated

~ by official decision of the Party at the time of the pas-
" “#age by Congress of the so-called Voorhis Act.

. o far as the ISL is concerned, its position is repre-
- U Bented by Article III of its Constitution which reads:
. BINTERNATIONAL AFFILIATION: The League is
| | affiliated” with no other group or organization in the

= U'nited States or elsewhere. It seeks to establish frat-

; --.., _#rnal relations with groups and parties in other coun-

-'* t:r'ies, and, if they stand on the same fundamental pro-
arn ag its owm, to cooperate with them in the elabora-

_?;-v on of a compiete world program and the speediest
3 ’r.- ]:H:|331b1e reconstruetion of a genuine socialist interna-
{  Hkbnal, Action on any such step must be submitted to
"a:. natlonal convention of the League.”

"‘IﬂﬂR MARXIST PROGRAM

= (24} (&) By o "system of government founded upon
'r the principle of Marx, Engefs and Lenin” the !SL means
-=- a soclailst soclety bosed upon Hhe obolition of all formis
" “of class rule, éxploitation, oppression, privilege and coir-
£ _vilici .achieved by way of the socidl ownership of the
ineans of production and distribution, the demoacrotic
gnd planned organlzction of preducticn and distribution,
the abolition of all class privileges and distinctions, and
- Bhetewith #he gradual elimination of all forms of state
| coerclon over scciely, The ISL advocates the desirability
_ " of such a soclal order and is wholly dedicated to its
|| achievemenf, N
} - (b) The founders and teachers of scientific socialism,

II'

e
-

?*é

s

ineluding Marx, Engels, Leiin and Trotsky, wrote tens
_--a,-n-ﬁ thousands of pages in the last hundred- years, de-
" wofed to analyzing different situations and different
grqbfems, applying to each of them the scientific meth-
ads of socialist analysis and advecating in each case
what they regarded as the most effective measures to
promote the socialist goal that were consonant with
¥ tl;a‘i‘. goal. To endeavor to reconcile every word they ever
& wrote with every other word, every idea they ever put
forth with every other ldea, to make of any formula
they uitered a universal, uniform, abselutist dogma
valid for all people at all times, in 211 places and under
all- conditions, is an absurdlty in itself which we have
~never countenanced. It is on top of all, a flagrant re-
| maneiation and abuse of methods and traditions of
z? Marxism which deny the validity of any doctrine: or
" feaching that is separated from considerations of time,
place and circumstances.
= -1t is always with this basic thought in mind that the
I8L, like its forerunner, the WP, has supported the
- Interpretation of Marxism and Lemmsm that was
rightly associated with the name of 'Leon Trotsky-
5 Although, as is known, the ISL differed radically with
% the views of Trotsky on the class nature of the Stalinist

- state and the political conclusions flowing therefrom, it
Ty dld support and does support Tmtskys views of the
ﬁeachlngs of Marxism and Leninism, broadly speaking,
-m his champiening of socialist internationalism as
égamst imperialism and chauyinistic nationalism, of
democracy as against Faseism and totalitarianism, of

£ :l':|:

at f'A re' ’the ' Aims 'of Marxist ""SO'cialism?

the unremitting struggle for socialist freedom as
against capitulation to capitalist exploitation and re-
conciliation with it, of struggle against Stalinism as
against eapitulation -to it and reconciliation with it, of
demoeracy and equality for the masses as against arbi-
traviness and privilege by bureaucrats, of intellectual
freedom as against government-dictated conformity, of
political honesty and honor as against political chi-
canery, hypocrisy and mendacity, of the progressive
political solition of soeial problems as against the
blackjack solution of the reactionary police-mind.

INTERNATIONALISM

(e} The ISL holds that in order to achieve the inter-
national socialist society—not “international state”—
is necessary to abolish all the existing capitalist btates,
or at least the most important among them.

The basis for eliminating oll superficial or coutlived
barriers between natiens and for “internationalizing' re-
lations among them, has already been faid by the devel-
opment of capitalism, particularly in its creation of the
world market, and this development constitules one of
the great progressive achievements of capitolism which
socialism oims to continue on & new secial and historiceal
level.

To this should be added that, for the goal indicated,
the Stalinist state regimes must likewise be abolished.

{d)} The ISL holds that in order io achieve the inter-
national socialist society, it is necessary to abolish the
existing forms of government of the United States in-
sofar as it is capitalist in nature and in function, but
not at all insofar as it is republican and demoeratic.

{¢) The ISL holds that the working class, at the
head of the nation, must eventually abolish capitalist
ownership of the means of production and exchange,
capitalist rclations of production along with it, and
therewith the fundamental basiz for the economic and
therefore the political and social rule of capitalist
exploitation.

CONFISCATION AND COMPENSATION

(f) Socialism is based vpon the collective ownership
of the means of production and distribution, conse-
quently also of the land. As one of the first steps to-
ward realizing a society free of exploitation, poverty
and inequality, a socialist government would proceed
to the nationalization of the big monopolistic indus-
trial ong financial -enterprises, and of large-scale cor-
poration- and absentee-owned farms and estates. |

Since the I8L, 8s a Marxist organization, desires the
most peaceful, orde1 ty and smooth transition from capi-
talism to socialism, it favors any measures that would
facilitate such a transition, including appropriate com-
pensation to owners whose property is to be national-
ized, the natore and extent of which ecompensation
would be freely and legally determined. by a socialist
government.

In dealing with the main measures to be carried out
by o soctalist government, Frederick Engels therefore
speaks of the "Graduol expropriation of landowners, in-
dustrialists, railread magnates and shipowners, partly
through competition by state industry, party directiy
through compensation in the form of bonds.” In decling
with the main measures carrvied out by the British Labour
Govarnment, the official resolution on #the subject adopted
by the 1951 convention of the ISL therefere writes that
"There is, $o be sure, no questien of principle itvolved
in the question of compensgtion per se, even of such
over-generous compensation as has. been accorded by
the Lobour Government. Marxists have always, with good
reason, proclaimed their willingness to buy off the capi-
talists" resistence fo expropriation wherever and when-
ever that is feasible.”

The question of confiseation of property could prop-
erly arise in cases of treason and rebellion against the
legally and democratically constituted socialist govern-
ment on the part of capitalists, as individuals or as a
group, who would seek to flout the authority of the gov-
ernment with arms in hand and by such armed action
10 impose the will and interests of a minority upen the
will and interests of the majortiy. Engels, in the sen-

.
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The Workers Defensé League Issues
A CHALLENGE TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Rowland Watts, natiopal, secretary of the Workers Defense League, issued the fol-
_ lowing statement on the Justice Department's “Statement of Grounds and Interrogatories”
=.in the case of the ISL, announcing that the defense orgamzatlon has taken the ISL § case

""The Workers Defense Leugue kas faken the case of the Independent Socialist League
as. a -means of challenging the whole procedure of the attorney general in setting up his

F - “The list was drawn in the most undemocratic manner. No organization ever re-
ceived notice that it was under consideration by the attorney general. None was even noti-
: ,ﬁed directly that it had been placed on 2 list. Thus these orgamzatlons never had an oppor-
tunity to examine any evidente against them, or to crogs-examine w1tnesses who presumably
gave allegedly damaging evidence to the attorney general.

“  “We are challenging the validity of the list itself, procedurally and politically.
h T WDL does not believe that the ISL is subversive and it should not have been added

i . "After having seen the Interrogatories of the attorney general submitted to the ISL,
Hu& is even more opparent thon before. What the administration has done is to equate
j;uprl'cllsm and democracy. It is the first time fo our knowledge Hla'l' an oﬂ-‘ncml governmeni

"t b found §h Matxian
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tence following directly upen the one quoted above,
therefore speaks of “Confiscation of the poasessioms of
all emigrants and rebels against the majority of the
people.” In such casés, in all likelihcod, a socialist gov-
ernment would proceed no less resolutely, as well as no
less legally, than did the Republican Party government
of Abraham Lincoln against the rebelling slaveholders
when it “confiscated by force,” to use your terrn, the
“private means of production” i.e., the slaves, ef the
plantation avistocracy.

ENGELS ON LAND POLICY

80 far as the attitude of & socialist government te-

ward the private ownership of land is concerred, the
classical socialist position, always put forth by the
ISL, is stated in a famous passage by Frederick Engels,
which reads, inter alia:
- "When we are in possesslon of the powers of the stote,
we shall not even dream of forcibly exproprioting the
poorer peasants, the smallholders {with or without com-
pensation), a3 we shall have ¥e do In relation to the
large londowners, Our task as regards the smallholders
wilt first of oll comsist In tronsforming their individual
production and individual ownerskip inte cocperative
production and cooperative ownership. not forcibly, but
by way of example, and by offering social aid for ¥his
perpase, We shall then have the meons ,.of showing the
peasant all the advantages of this chongé—advantages
which even now sheuld be obvious fo him."”

This point of view applies to the overwhelming ma-
jorit¥ of the agricultural population and preprietors in
the United States.

From all the above, thevefore, it iz clear that the
charge made in Points 13 and 15 of the Statement of
Grounds is false and misleading.

CAPITALIST GOVERNMENT?

{g) The ISL holds that the Government of the United
States is a capitalist government, which never fails to
protect and promote the interests of the capitalist class,
which indeed exists in order to Rrotect and promote
them, and which, by virtue &f this, iz used, now openly,
now covertly, now violently, now with veivet gloves, to
maintain the workers as an exploited and oppressed
class. Seldom in history has this been so clearly the
case as today, under the present Government.

Seldom in our hlstory was an “Administration so
openty spensoréd by big capital before it was elected
as was the present Administration. Never before in our
‘history was the executive department so opénly statfed
by big capitalists and their representatives as o be
known throughout the land as the cabinet of million-
aires and multi-miilionaires. Seldom in our history has
a _cabinet member said so openly, as did Secretary of
the Interior McKay, quoted above, that “this is a busi-
ness man’s -administration” and “an administration
representative of business and industry.”

Seldom, ¥ ever, in our history has an official govern-
ment institution, such os yours, issued an official docu-
ment, like your communication fo us, which so opealy
presents ihe government as the representative of the
interests of capitalist property. Of course we hold that
this is a capitalist government!

{(h) The ISL holds that quite the contrary is the ease.
The working class is not a privileged class but an un-
derprivileged class. To be more exact, we hold that it
is only the capitalist classes that have special privi-
leges, whereas the working class has ne privileges.

If the Interrogatory means to suggest that we are
in favor of converting the working class into a class
with special privileges that is an absurdity on both
counis, inasmuch as, firstly, socialisma is for abolitien
of all special privileges and, secondly, socialism is for
the abelition of all classes, class distinctions and elass
conflicts.

ROLE OF THE WORKING CLASS

(i} The ISL holds that a classless socialist society
can be achieved by the natien only under the leadership
of the working class, and that it is therefore the duty
of socialists to help organize the waorking class in alli-
ance with the middle classes against their main enemy
and the main obstacle to sccial progress, namely, the
capitalist class. -

The aim of the crganization of the working class into
an independent political pa¥ty of itz own, & Labor
Party in the United States, is to fight, in the words of
Marx and Engels, “to raise the proletariat to the posi-
tion of ruling class, to establish democracy.”

The [SL believes that this historical role has beer ws-
signed fo the working cldss in the struggle for power
against the copitalist class, because, among other reo-
sens: capitalism has succeeded in converting the working
class info the most numerous and most representative of
all classes in society foday; capitalism has succeeded in
organizing and #ralning the working closs in the presently
prevailing process of production to he the most socisliy
cooperative and solidarired closs; the working class is
by i¥s very nature the class most interested in democrocy
and in the extension of democracy to iks highest degree
and is by Hs very soclal position driven willy-nilly to
fight for demeocracy; and finally becwuse the worklng
chass s the only class in history which, being & property-
less class by its very nature, has no social inferest in
perpetuoting ltself as a class in power but only in craaf-
ing those condilions whereby eventually it “will have
abolisked ifs own supremocy s o class”™ [{Marx and
Engels}).

The charge against us, made in Point 5 of the State-
ment of Grounds, that we have “sought to establish in
the United States a Socialist State under the dictator-
ship of a privileged class,” therefore comes down to
this,- -that we, advocate a democratic Workers’ Govern«
ment which is. building toward a sociabist sgylety i

" The term “dmtatorshlp of . the: proletarii
%rémm. Wi.!i“:' 1
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Socmllsts Fight A yamst Impermllst War

the great teachers of Marxism to mean a Workefrs'
Government that would represent an infinitely greater
extension of democratic institutions, dewmocratic rights
and customs than anything ever before known even un-
der the most democratic of capitalist republies. It
would be a Workers Government as an indication that
the working class and not the capitalist class now has
the responsibility of leading the nation, for the reasons
set forth in the first part of this veply. .

_ I{, however, no reference is to be found in the liter-
ature of the ISL to the term “dictatorship of the pre-
"fetariat,’” the reason is that Stalinism, on the one hand,
‘and ignorant or malicicus capitalist propaganda, on
the other hand, have made this term, oviginally satur.
ated with the spirit of sccialist democracy, synonynicus
in the public mind with the oppression and exploitation
of the people by a tyrannical minority.

THE "RIGHT TO REVOLUTION™

(i) Like every other section, be it rig}it wing or left,
wing, of the socialist and Marxian movement, the ISL
helieves that a vielent revelution not only can hut must
be considered as a means of establishing a socialist
governme.nf under certain circumstances. .

The ISL helieves that where a people have been so
disfranchised and spbjugated by a governmental regime
az to have no legal means of expressing and enforecing
the democratic will of the population, it shouid not

sluvishly suffer such a regime but aim to overturn it

by violent revolution as soon as possible. Henee, the
ISL believes that a people has the “right to revolution,”
1.e., even to violent revolution, under a tyrannical, auio-
cratic or totalitarian despetism, and that to dsbandon
that right forever is to encourage such despotizms to
inflict ill upon the peeple with impunity, -

The "right to revelution” s a democrotic right. It is
‘herefore assured the people of the United States by the
Deciaration of Independence, ond is relteroted by such
great American leaders as Jeffersen and Lincoln. ’

To speak of or to advocate a violent revolutign uuder
the conditfions of political demociacy which still prevail
in the United States could only mean to a2dvocate im-
posing the will of an arnmed minovity over the great
majority. It woold therefore he reactionary, preposter-
ous, anti-democratic and anti-socialist,

If the advance of reaction should continve without
interruption and resisiance in the United States and

"-should eventually reach a point where the conditions of

political democracy have been wiped out, nexther the
-pedple in general nor the socialists in partlcular would
be left with any other recourse against a dlctatonal
regime than to overturn it by violence.

Short of such a situation, however, the ISL, as in the
case of the present petition, seeks and advocates noth--
ing more than the democratic rights that belong to it,
the maintenance of the democratic rights that now ex-
ist, resisfuance te any and all infringements apon -and
violations of now existing demoeratic rights and the
extension to their maximum of zil democratic rights,
in order that it shall be able to advocate its views in
favor of socialism.

IMPERIALISM AND ‘THE PECPLE

(k) There is no conflict between the rational inter-
ests of the United States, as these interests are under-
scoréd from. the standpoint af democracy and therefote
from the standpoint of the ISL, and the interests of
the working class of this and all other countries. Our
standpoint on this question is set forth in detail above,
There is a confiict between the imperialist interests of
the United States (or of any other imperialist power)
and.the intevests of the working class.

In sach a conflict, we unhesitatingly defend the inter-
ests of the people. not of impertalism, Bu¥ we not only re-
fuse to identify the Imperiailst Interests of a government
ar its raling class with the $rue national inferests of the
peoplé: we fail to find any compatibility between such
confitcting interests,

{1} Our view in favor of changing the present capi-
talist government for a sccialist government, and the

. present capitalist social order for a socialist order, are

clearly outlined and expiained above, Our teachings, to
use the terms of your Interrogatory, “that the existing
form -of Government of the United States should be~
overthrown and -destroyed, and replaced by a socialist
state,” do not imply advocacy of the forcible and violent
overthrow of a government democratically supported
by a wmajority. snd the imposition upon thig maJomty
of a regime supported by a minority.

We hdve set forth our view on this repeatedly in the
present petition. Qur teachings ave, in -our view, com-
pletely in consonance with the spirit of the Declaratlon
of Independence, which states:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they ave endowed by their
Creater with certain inalienable rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. .
That to secure these rights, Governments are_ instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from the con-
gent of the governed, That whenever any Form of Goy-'
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, it iz the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to in-
stitute new Government, laying its foundation on such
prineiples and oyganizing its powers in such form, as”
to thein shall seem most llkely to eﬁ'ect their Safety‘
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. Policy! A Climax in U. 8. Foreign Policy,”

favor of the international solidarity and mutual alle-
giance of the working class as it relates to allegiance
to the true national interests of the people of any coun-

try, the United States inciuded. Support of imperialist .

interests is something else again, for they manifest
themselves in policies which deny to other peoples or
nations the elementary demoeratic rights which our
peeple enjoy or to which they aspire.

FOREIGN POLICY

(25) (a) Max Shachtman, the author of the article
in question, entitled “The Big Three—Hitler’s Aides,
Washington, Moscow, London Help Nazis Keep Power,”
is alone respotsible for the words in- which ke couches
the views presented. But the views presented were in
substance those of the Workers Party at that time,

They argued that the plans' proposed for Germany
by Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill at various war-time
conferences only made it easier for Hitler to maintain
the flagging war-morale of Germany and therewith to
prolong the war. The article said that according fo
these plans by the Allied spokesmen:

"Germany is to be occupled militarily by the three big
powers, $he is to be dismembered,-carved up into a aum-
ber of small, helpless states incapable of sustaining life
on a decent plane. Parts of Germany are %o be detoched
aftogether and Incorperated undet the rule of other
countries. Millions upon millions of Germons are to be
sent to other coantries as stave loborers. A back-break-
ing fribufe is ¥o be imposed vpon the German people.
Their indusiries are either to be faken from them whole
and transported elsewhere, or thelr operations suspended
aHogether. The Allies ¢im to accomplish by sheer mili-
tary force what American imperialism soughf te do by
its great economic powser after the First World War,
namely, reduce Germany to o Balkanized colony.

"This mad plan can mean only ene thing: chaes, mof

order. in Evrope, and fertilizing the soil of a Third World
War even more surely than the infamous Yersailles Treaty
fertilized the soll of a second.”

These views were set forth in Labor Action of
August 28, 1944, and vepeatedly since then. We con-
sider that these views and the warnings they confained
have since then been strikingly confirmed.

We do not clearly understand the ecomplaint implicit
in your citing this.article against us. Can it be that
vou find it reprchensible hecaude we rejected then, as

we do now, the dismemberment of Germany which -

turned half the country and tens of millions of the
population over to enslavement under Stalinism?.’

THE WORKERS' ,STATE

{b) Stanley Grey, the authoy of the article in ques-
tion, entitled “What Is “Workers Control of Tndustry? ”
(Lebor Action, March 24, 1947), is alone responsible
for the words in which he couches the views presented,
The editor of Lubor Action prefaced the article with
the notation that this was a discussion article and that
“the author does not claim thati his is the last word on
the matier,” inasmuch as it deals, among other things,
with the theoretical guestion of just what forms would
be assuimed by workers’ control under a workers’ state.

Mevertheless, that part of the article which you quote,
and which is followed by the assertion that "Such a stote
[le.. & workers’ statel must ollow the widest demo-
crabic rights In.order to ollow workers' confrol o func-
tion ot all ond not degenerate Into bureaucratic control.”
is nothing more thon a restatement of the views of the
WP and ISL in the sense in which they have been re-
pectedly set forth in the present petition.

(¢} Irving Howe, the author of the article in ques-
tion, entitled “World Imperialist Role Now Public
(Labor
Action, "March 24, 1947) is alone responsible for the
words in which he couches the views presented and the
various points he presents to sustain them. Insofar,
however, as the author was setting forth the point of
view that the development of American capitaiist econ-
omy had reached the stage where so-called “isolation-
ism" could no Jonger be supported either by responsible
Democratic or responsible Republican Party spokes-
men because the maintenance of capitalism demanded
that the U, 8. play a decisive imperialist rele through-

1 OY r ing i lar f -
out the world, he was stating in popular form an ele - world, The taak of the defense of the democratic natlcrx !

mentary fact understood by all socialists.

In warning of the terrible consequences of the im-
pending conflict between the two rival imperialigms,
and wrging that the working class should oppose -it
with the same unity and deterniingtion as is shown by
those who are preparing it, the author was expressing
the elementary socialist view that was held then by the
Workers Party and is still held by the ISL and SYL.

WAR AND THE NATION

(d) Unlike the three preceding articles, which were
writien by individuals, the document in Forwm of
April, 1951, is an official resolution which was adopted
by the regular national convention of the ISL. It is the
official position of the organization at the present time.

The key passage, with regard to the socialist post-
tion toward tpe conflict between capitalism and Stalin-
ism and the problem of war hetween them, is repre-
sented by the folloying section of the resolution, which
is cited here as a pagticularly clear and authentic pre-
sentation of our view

«“The, independent: Socialist League, while rejecting
the standpoint that # is necessary to support American

imperializny ip- #he- wars witl Hl-lHn.lz.t Rua:'a:n, 13, ]nw
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‘ward in the nome of socialism, of 'defense of the Sowla®

“eratic rights and institutions,

FOR A THIRD-CAMP MOYEMENT

ever, not indifferent to the guestion of the conduect Lf
the war or its outcome.

“H rejects. as reactionary the criminal policy, put fl'h__l'

Union"—unconditional otherwise—a pollcy which
serves, at best, as a cleak and apology for S!‘alinh_f 'ﬂi’:
perialism, its enslavement of the working classes, its--
jugation of nations and ifs extirpation of ‘the’ socfcﬂ: .-t
mevement, i-f

==l

or

"It rejects as reactionary and deceitful the poliey, 4
forward in the name of democracy. of supporting Aml'I'I_EF__
can imperialism [n the war or pre-war period—a
which, at best, confers upon the vast bulwark of roﬂl I
copitalism the fosk of saving democracy which {3 ccan_.l;r - )
possibly perform and which, by subordinating the waris
ing class to Imperialism, precludes I+ from performing fhe :'
tasks of demecracy ond socialism it Is cailed apen. ip
accomplish.. i

“One of these tasks in the present period is preciselir’
the defense of the nation and of the only consisten
progressive and democratic elass in the natiom,’ *!.h—gf
working class. In the Third Weorld War, unlike
First, the national integrity and independence of ‘¢
country are at stake. This applies both to Russia alh&
the United States. N

“The 1SL recognizes that if the working cldsses
unable to preveni the outbreal of the Third Wori
War and they alone can prevent it, the triumph I:I'E"'
Stajinism in the war would mean the subjugation f
the United States and most of other nations and tl'ﬂl
enslavement of the working class by the totalitariem.
bureancracy. But those are exactly the dangers thuk.
cannot be warded off by entrusting the ‘defense of de— .
meeracy’ to the hmperialist reactionary bourgeoisie q,E='
the U. §. It iz not at all concerned with the question @ -
the freedom or enslavement of the working class byt
only with its preservation as a producer of unlimitel
profits. [t is not at all concerned with the guestion of’
the defense of the nation’s integrity, except in the -
sense of an imperialist metropolis which is in a positi-'.l.tt._ =
to dominate and dictate to the world and to check o
repress sl popular democratic movements .threaghOJ
the world, that is, it is animated by those very conaifs
erations whlch have brought world-wide diseredit upuﬁ "
the natlon and produced the very situation and war =
danger that imperil the nation and its working claskae'.

“THE TASK OF DEFENSE . o fg

“The somahst movement does not have, and the wor'd.'-r
ing class should not have the slightest confidence in thﬂl
democratic pretensions or inténtions of the Americen
capitalist class, itz government, its war, and its condua,,l:. ]
of the war, its war ‘ﬂobjectwes. its war allies. THe aat
cialist movement places its confidence exclusively in thil,
cirss whose very political existenee makes mdlspens:lﬁ-li-
and imperative its attachment to democracy, giem.p
namely, the working

class and its labor movement.

“This opplies to the pre-war perfod and, if it is nof
averted, to the war itself, Faced by fhe coming war -
crisls, the sociolist movement will more urgently #has
ever call upon the working-class movement to take. com:
mond of the nafion and should it prove secessary as a.
result of the reactionary ond imperialist drive to Stalin.
ism, to take command also of the defense of the nation.

¥

1

“Even if, at the ouiset, a lazbor government, whief'
takes over the nation and defends the interest of the:
working people on the basis of a genuinely democratis!
course in foreigm snd domestic policy which is riot in
fact subordinated to the interests of capitalism and im2b -
perialism, should not vet be socialist labor government,
the socialist movement stands pledzed to support and®
defend it in word and in deed in any war in which it is
threatened by a reactionary enemy, Stalinist Russids |
ineluded. It is precisely by confiding the national de-f
fense to the reactionary capitalist class, which has ang !
ean have only reactiemary purpeses, that the working |
class movement abandons its great responsibility to the |'
true and best inferests of the nat.mn, to the frue ynd i
best interests of itself, and what is related to thent. to
the true and hest mterests of democracy =all over- the |

is the task of the working class Fself”

(e) Max Shachtman, the author of the article inm -
question entitled “The Socialist Left and the Social De-
macracy, Some Problemzs of the European Marxist
Movement” (Labor Action, September 10, 1961), is
alone responsible for the words in which he couches the
views presented. Nevertheless, the article js a presenta- i
tion of views previcusly adopted in an official resolu- e
tion by the ISL, which urged that the small and iso-;
lated individuals and Marxian groupings in Epropg |
should give up their illusory and artificial “md’epen-— 1
dence” and enter as a left wing into the broad, dems-
cratic organizations of*the socialist workers of Europr.-- i
the Social Demoeratic and Labor Parties with the aim |
of enhancing their socizlist consciousness and combat
ivity; with the aim, as the article szid, “above Al lnI
Western Europe, to weld together a democratic, socialr.
ist, internationalist power capahle of ~th:hstand1'l.gp
Washmgton and the Kremlin”—that is, of withsta '\g‘- e
the encroachments and policies of the government &y
" American capitalism and the infiltration and’ wﬁquu}
of power by Stalinist totalitarianism.
rc:om.m & uyﬁgg&{_

e il i p—

et i et



iContinued from preceding pagel

.. Insofar as the article was a presentation of the views
" peritained in the aforementioned resolution of the ISL,
+~'t1t-e ISL takes complete correspondmg responsibility for

: (f) The Statement entitled “The ISL Program in
_ylirief” is contained not only in the QOctober 15, 1951
“Aanue of Labor Action, but in virtually every issue of
_that paper. it was prepared by the ISL as a hlghly
gondensed hut enkirely accurate sumumary eof the main
*pmnts in the program of the organization. It was adopt-
.ad ‘officially by the Political Committee of the ISL and
' pontinues to represent its views,

‘PRINCIPLES OF 'MARXISM

g
. {g) The terms employed in the “West Coast Socialist
i U¥auth Declaration Against War” are’ those finally
G 'ngreed upon by its signatories, namely, the Young
T Peoples Sccialist League of Los Angeles, the Liber-
Jr tarian Socialist League of Los Angeles, and ocur own
“b@b Eocialist Youth League branch of Berkeley, California.
. Dumseguently, this decument does not have the same
© lstatus as an official document of the ISL or the SYL.

Lol

““'1? «Nevertheless, irrespective of the terms, the essential
.%.'-’ ideas are the important thing in the Declaration and
- ihe views-of the ISL and SYL are completely in har-
--nmny with them. So far as our views on the war in
" fiorea dealt with in the “West Coast Socialist Youth
.Dw]amtlon Against War,” dre concerned, they are
.1 gnmmarized in the reply to Interrogatory 28.

il = {28} The basic principles of Marxism, as elaborated

¥ = “snd taught by Marx and Engels, and subscribed to and
: gh_developed by Lenin and Trotsky, may be stated, in the
- opinion of the ISL, as follows:

‘The fundomental role of the socialist mavement is to
fupport the worklag closs ogalnst the capitallst class in

wanfcneously ond constantiy generated by th# contra-
i idicfions inherent in the capitulist mode of production,
23l and to help organize, educote and train the working closs
i jn #his struggle so that it becomes fully censclous. of Ix
- social posion under capitalism ond ef ifs historic fask
o cf {ransforming the class struggle into an open political
. ;f'“- sh-qule for state power which will enable ¢ to abolish
j ."-l capitalist sexploitation ond social rule and Yo save so-

Tﬂ- ciety from a relopse into barbarism by reorganizing pro-
hcﬂon and distribution on the ratlone! foandations which
= gssure the freedom, abundance, peuce and equality that
.: -make up the essence of socialism,

That is how the ISL bnderstands and teaches the
i principles of Marxism. It finds no reason whatever for
. modifying its adherence to this principle, let alone for
 <repudiating it.

All the other political teachings of Marxdism, while
sometames referred to as “principles,” come down to
questlons of the strategy and tactiés recommended- far-
facilitating the performance of the role of the socialist
movément or for the attainment of the historic goal of
the working class. Which tactics to employ is deter-
mined by the socialist movement not on the basis of
abstract or universally valid considerations, bat on the
bagis of time, place and circumstance. That is what is
meant by Engels in his classical phrase, that “Our
_':é"_- - teachings are not a dogma, but a guide to action.”

Zaal “Tnasmuch as we do not know what the Attorney Gen-

eral has in mind when he refers in the communication
- to us to “the principles of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
" Trotsky,” we cannot deal with the question otherwise
3 ,F than we have, that is, on the basis of what we of the
ISL fean by Marxian principle,

THE U.S. AND THE KOREAN WAR

g (27} The ISL holds that the United States Govern-
ment followed an imperialist policy in World War IJ,

-T_
- iy
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(4 defending and promoting the imperialist interests of
o~ American capitalism and of 1mpenah~t powers allied

-~ with it

g_ 2 -To what extent this was done con=c10u-ly oF uncon-
; 0k ljscmu_sly, as a result of deliberate and planned action of
. = or the entire ideological training and social relation-
[ ! ehips of the Government, in & stupid or wise manner,
I‘. iz of completely subordinate importance and interest.

power and Influence during and after World War I, but

i\m-'_'- )
b s
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one of the basic reasons why it must now face the task
of preparing for World War )il with ever-decreasing
support from the peoples of the world and even with
growing cpposition from these peoples, The other basic
3 reusbn lies-in the no-less Imperialist drive of Sio!mlsm.

{8) From the start of the war in Korea, the ISL
held that this is an imperialist struggle between the

?':;;,;!-".;1

‘regime; that it is a futile struggle; and that no matter
what its outcome, the entire Korean people will he the

. losers and bear the heaviest burdens. We consider today
that our analysis and position have heen fully, if tragic.
ally, confirmed.

A
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The people of Korez were in 1o way consulted about
‘the decision to split their country into two separate and
antagonistic parts; this was decided by Russia and the
United States without any regard for democratic prin-
mples or procedures.

“The ‘people of Korea had nothing to do with the
Iaunchmg of the war in Korea three years ago and’
- were af no time consulted about the course of the WAE,

--s..!'nr- ‘these questions were all demded for them by--

L T P s ST RN

the irrepressible class s'!'ruggle befween fhém which is .

American imperlaiism not only sought to expand its .

succiéeded outstondin@ly in achieving this aim, Thot is _

" United States Government and the Russian Stalinist -

Russia on the one side and by the United States on'the
other, in both cases without even the formality ofa
declavation of war.

The people of Korea had nothing to do with the truce
that has just been signed and were in no way consulted
about it. The truce was decided basically by Russia and
the United States, with the government claiming to rep-
resent North Korea and the government claiming to
represent South Korea playing no part at all in achiev-
ing the truce or no part of any imporiance.

We do not see how this war eah be regarded as any-
thing but imperialist.

NOT PACIFIST

(29} The ISL is oppoesed to ROTE, to the droft and #o
the propesed compulsory wilitory training on the some

~ground on which it is opposed to all capitalist wars end

to all milltary meosures and oppropriations of capitolist
qovernments,

This ground is not that of pacifism, since Marxian,
sociulists are not pacifists and are not opposed to war
in the abstract. Dur opposition simply represents and
is meant to manifest our complete lack of confidence in
the ability of the tapitalist clasg or of its govermment
to defend the true national interest from peasible armed
assault from the outside and an equal lack of conf-
dence in the declarations or sugzestions of the capitalisy
class or its government that these armed forces are not
instruments to be used against the working class in
class conflicts at home. In other words, our opposition
to capitalist militarism derives from ou1 irreconcilable
political epposition to capitalism itself.

it should go without saying, of course, that while
continning cur political opposition, it is the policy of
the ISL to abide by those measures which have been
legally enacted into law, as in the case of the draft, for
example, from which it is the policy of the ISL and
8YL, as it was of the WP, o claim no exemption or
othe1 speclal consideration EIthel' on grounds of moral-
ity, conscience, or political position. It alse goés without
saying that at the same time we reserve the right to
advocate the repeal of any law.

{30) The ISL iakes no position on wars in general,
ways in the abstract or wars speculated about, and.can-
not take such a position. 1t can and does take a posi-
tion on wars that are taking place or that are clearly
in preparation. Accordingly, it took a position with
regard to World War [I and has a position with regard
te World War III. That position is clearly indicated in
our reply to Interrogatory 25-d, and requires no further
elaboration at this point.

ON JUDD AND HOWE

{31} According to the terms of t,helr resignation
from the I1SL, Judd and Howe did not take:this action
because, in the words of your communication, “the ISL
would not support the West against the East.” While
stating that they disagreed with the ISL on the war
question, they wrote: “We believe that the major task
of socialists today is to engage in sustained intellectual

activity, mainly with the end of reorientation and ed-
ueating themselves. Were this possible in a sect atmos-
phere, we would h.ave remai-ned in the ISL despite our
differences of opinjon.”

(32) The statement of the Political Comnﬁttee of
the I8L on the resignation of Howe and Judd, in sanalyz-
ing the developments preceding the resignation of these
two members, states that from the foregoing, “It was
inevitable therefore that the ‘third camp’ position
should become to them ‘meaningless, a fetish,” Their
talk about opposing the war and urging resistance ‘to
thoze who accept or desire a Third World War,” then
becomes a violation of the political logic of the newly-
stated views which they have taken over from the
chauvinists.”

The statement of the Political Committee of the ISL
adds, further on, with reference te the developments
preceding the resignation of Judd, “A vigorpus anti-
war position detailed in the New Internafional of a. year
ago, 15 now followed by a shallow and even chauvinis-
tic support of American imperialism.”

It might be added, furthermore, that the ISL views
the reference to the conilict between Sialinism and the
forces of eapitalism led by the U. 8. Government as a
conflict, in the words of your communication, between
“The West Against the East,” not only as utterly mis-
leading, but as an expression of chauvinism,

(38) Insofar as.the views.expressed by Howe and
Judd conflict with those of the IS on questions which
it considers. of vital importance, these views are rejected
in the aforementioned statement of the Pohttcal Com-
mitlee of the I1S1.

"PARTY NAMES"

(34} The names of the members of the WP, ISL and
SYL have not been published any more than the names
of the members of the Democratic or Republican
Parties have ever been published. What is more, the

“wames of the members of the ISL and SYL are not in -

the possession of the respective national headguarters
of these two organizations, as explained above. And
finally, it is the pelicy of the ISL and S8YL not to make
public or available upon inguiry the names of their
members which are in the possession of their respective *
iocal organizations for the rearsons explained above,

(25) Some members of the WP did, and some mem-
bers of the JSL and SYL do, on occasion, employ
“party names'®or pennames or other psuedonyms and
are freely permitted by these or%,amzat.wns to do so.

~One -of - the reasons for thzs is already Implied:in the .

=

apswer to the Inferrogatory 34 and elsewhere in the
present petition. It is a perfectly legal and legitimate
device whereby the individual zoncerned aveids the
harassmen$ or persecutton or diserimination or public .
oblogquy which often is the consequence of being known
to the Federali Bureau of Investigation, or in other
cases, to veactionary employers, self-appointed witch-
burners and witch-hunting newspapers as a member of
an allegedly “subversive” organization.

“SECURITY MEASURES"

{36) Our, “intra-organization bulletin,” catted Forum,
is o public periodical, avaflable to any interested indi-

* viduxl or group at the reguiar price. We &cve ne Tines

ternal” periodical of any kind.

The ISL has permitted, and in specific cases, has
encouraged some members to adopt party names, for
the reasons indicated above. It has also advised all
members against volunfeering information about them-
selves or other individual members of the organization
which they are not required by law to provide to any-
one, not even to the Federal Bureau of Investigatiod,
The reason for this advice is clearly implied in the re-
ply given to two preceding Inferrogatories and elge-
where above,

Other ‘than this, the ISL has mot taken, nor has it
felt the need td.-take, any “Security” measures in the’
interests of the organization as a whole or of ils mem-
bers individually. Therefore the charge made in Point
24 of the Stateméfit of Glounds”%iat it has been our
poticy that we “would fail to keep records and would
adopt other secretive practices in order to conceal the
identity of members and the operations of said organ-
jzation,” is false and misleading.

us., GERMANY RUSSIA

(27} The ISL holds that the United States is a cap-
italist political democracy, that Hitlerite Germany was
a capitalist totalitarian state, and that Stalinist Russia
iz a bureaucratic-collectivist totalitarian state.

Consequently, the ISL and publications exprassing
its views could liken Stalinist Russia to Hitlerite Germ-
any; in any basic reapect, only with regard to their
political regimes but not their social foundations; could
liken the United States to Hillerite Germsany, in any
hasic respect, only with regard to their cornmon founda-
tions, capitalism, but not with regard to their political
reginmes; and could-liken the United States to Stalinist
Russia, in any basic respect, neither with regard to
their-social feundations nor with regard fo their polit-’
ical regimes.

However, in the past os iod«y, it has been _po‘ssibie for
the ISL to liken this or that policy, this or that ac?, #his
or that aspect of the social life of the United Stuie; to
similar policies, acts or social aspects of Hilerite Ger-
many or Stalinist Russio, or to assert that such and such
a policy, act, or aspect of social life In the United Siates
helps Fascism or helps Stallaism, Of such cages, In sur
opinion, there have been many exompfes In the United
States In the post, and there are mmiy exampies ot Hhe

- present time.

AGAINST WITCHHUNT TRIALS

(38} The ISL has repeatedly denounced the.trials
of the Stalinist leaders under the Smith Act as a per--
secution of individuals for their political beliefs and
a’lﬁllatlons, without in the slightest degree assoc:atmg
themselves with the Staliinsts or frodifying onr oppesi-
tion to and struggle against them.

The United States is the enly democratic country in
the world in which the Stalinists, among other non-
conformist political groups, are subjected to the legal
restraints, attacks and prosecutions which has beenme
the sole stock-in-trade of the official and unefficial gov-.
ernment campaign against them, and this distinction
from the rest of the world is an unenviable one.

The ISL not only holds that the trials are a per-
secution for, political beliefs and affiliation; it not oniy
holds that the trials are a product of political stupidity
and reactionary poliey; but it helds that the trials, and
the kind of campaign of which the trials are a part
and symbel, only help sustain Stalinism and facilitate
its demagogical propagenda both here and in the vest
of the world.

The ISL, Hhe the WP before it, is an intransigent op-
ponent of Stallnism in all its forms, regarding it 43 o
grave threat to the lobor movement and to the notion
itself becouse of Hs completely gnil-demoeratic, onti-
working ciass and amti-socialist nature. But while it halds
thot Stalislsm must be unrelentingly ond vighantly zom-
batted, it .believes that there Is a progressive way of
doing thot ond a reacfienary ond fufile way. The trials
under the Smith Act are an exemplification of the latber,

Having herewith completed the replies requested by
the Interrogatories and thus complied with the regulu-
tion esfablished by the Attorney General, the ISL and
the SYL which it representis in this proceedings, reiter-
ates its request for an early hearing before the At-
torney General or any one deputed to act for kim in cur
petition to be removed from the “Svbversive List,"”
Sept. 8, 1853
o Max Shac’tman, -

A Nationai Chairman of the i5L

i i, 3 Atbert G o5,

_Nuﬁo:_lql e:rehrf of ib-.l.F.
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