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The 4 Horsemen in Detroit :

| Witchhunt, Labor-Baiting,

Jim Crow, Anti-Semitism

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, March 11—This has been a tragic week in

"Detroit.

The aftermath of the first week of hearings by the
House Committee on Un-American Activities was a vio-
lent flurry of un-American activities typical of a vigilante-
democracy.

All week long, the hatreds, prejudices, and passions in-
flamed by the sensational anti-Communist stories in De-
troit’s daily papers exploded into mob rule in many auto
shops.

I;Iof since the disgraceful race riots of 1943 has Detroit
seen such an eruption of lynch spirit and venemous race
hatred. In those days, it was the streets that were the

. scene of clashes, while the plants were qmei. Lasi week,
the trouble occurred in the auto shops.

And it all made meaty grist for Stalin’s propaganda
mills.

It is such an unpleasant story that 1ts details were re-
ported neither in Detroit’s papers, nor in the New York
Times. _

The cold facts say little, impressive as they are: Seven
persons named as Communists were fired, one was forced
to quit, and ten were marched or ordered out of plants, in
spite of efforts of United Auto Workers (CIO) secondary
leaders to keep things under control. '

4  For once, the uprooted, frustrated and bigoted new
milieu of workers, drawn from the deep South, had a
chance to blow up, and they did. Against them stood only
desperate union officials, inside and outside the plants, a
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U.S. Arms Drive Sows Political

By GORDON HASKELL

The pace of the rearmament effort demanded of Western
Europe by the United States continues to produce political
results which are not at all to the liking of the American
government. In truth, they cannot be said to be much to
the liking of anyone, with the exception, perhaps, of Stalin
and his colleagues.

In France, the rearmament program has been the most
immediate cause of. what amounts to national political
paralysis. Under the burden of the obligations assumed to
fight the war in Indo-China and to arm the country, the
national economy totters under inflation and a contraction
of the balance of trade. One feeble government follows the

other in helpless confusion.
No bloc of parties can be
found which is both strong
enough to maintain a parlia-
mentary majority and also
willing to assume the respon-
sibility for imposing a pro-
gram of taxation and auster-
ity which would bring the
natienal budget within rea-
sonable balance.

It is hard fo imagine that
this situation can continue
indefinitely. At some point
either the American govern-
ment will have to grant funds
sufficient to remedy the situ-
ation, or the franc will col-
lapse completely. The inabil-
ity of the French political setup
to prodece a strong government
capable of IMPOSING the rearm-
ament burden on the nation tends
to decrease the likelihood of
American economic_aid on a scale
large enough to save the situation
in that manner. And at the mo-
ment it appears that only one of
the two most reactionary political
forces in France, the De Gaullists
or, less likely, the Stalinists would
be in a position to capitalize on
a complete collapse of the franc.

USING BRASS KNUCKLES

In this situation, Washington
obviously was embarrassed by the
brash and lordly warning to the
French by Senator Connally, who,
by virtue of his chairmanship of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, is formally at least
Truman’s chief foreign-policy
lieutenant in Congress. Connally
thundered: “France must be told
that she cannot rely upon the
U. 8. to defend her and to hand
out large sums of money to aid
her from an economic standpoint.
France must do her duty. That’s
all.”

Washington was embarrassed
because the Democratic Senate
leader was publicly putting into
words the very attitude which all
Europeans recognize and resent as
U. S. dictation and domination of
the Western countries. There
kasn't recently been as crude and
public an outburst of American
imperialist threats.

it has produced or exacerbated
one in France; and in Germany
the picture has similarities.

In Germany, the issues. sur-
rounding rearmament and the

complete integration of Western:

Germany into the Western mili-
tary camp are still being fought
out in more purely ideological
terms. That is, the economic im-
pact of an actual armament pro-
gram in progress is still in the
future. At the moment, the chief

Crises in France and Germany

issues revolve around the exist-
ence of a strong opposition to the
militarization of Germany, and

the effect which suech militariza- .

tion would have on the prospects
of unifyingsthe nation.

OPPOSITION MOUNTS

Yet even though the bread-and-
butter question of the inevitable
lowering of the standard of liv-
ing which rearmament would
bring is still a theoretical one,

the rearmament question looms -

increasingly as the major one in
German polities.

The Social-Democratic Party of

Germany (SPD) has been leading

the fight against rearmament on

the terms accepted by the Aden-
auer government. s position has

been that the unification of Ger- .

many must take precedence over

rearmament, and that in any event

the complete freedom from foreign
domination and complete equality:

with other nations must precede -

any commitments on this score.
This question has led only to
what appears to be a consistent
(Turn to last page)

We must stop Franco's assassi-
nation of the militant anti- fasmst
fighters in Spain!

The labor movement, the social-
ists and the liberals in the United
States have a splendid opportun-
ity to strike a blow for freedom.
More than this, they have a duty
to perform the effect of which
will be far wider than the imme-
diate aim: to save the lives of
Franeo's victims.

Nine militants of the Spanish
underground #rade-union move-
ment have been condemned +to
death by a military court. Rumor
has it that they have already been
executed, though this is not cer-
tain. Further trials are in prepa-
ration or in process, in which the
defendants will face the same fate.
LABOR ACTION carried details on
this two we<ks ago.

Franco has embarked on a pol-
icy of exterminating, or at the
very least, decapltatmg the Span-
ish underground He huos been
emboldened in this course by the
financial and military support
promased or already given him
by the American government. A
corrupt, demoralized and enfee-
bled regime has been given the
feeling of a new lease on life. Its
first reaction is to strike out
against the democratic and so-

cialist fighters who constitute its

greatest domestic danger.
The American labor movement

Help Save The

Victims of Franco!

When the verdict against the nine
trade-unionists was announced,
Jacob S. Potofsky, chairman of
the CIO’s International Commit-
tee issued the following state-
ment:

“These workers, and other con- -

vieted in recent mass trials at
Seville and Barcelona, were ar-
rested, tried and sentenced by the
dietator’s courts for the ‘heineous
crime’ of trying to build free,

democratic, responsible labor un- °

ions.”

That is a good beginning. But if
real pressure is to be applied to
the Fraonco dictatorship, much
more needs to be done . . . and
it must be done speedily. Every
union local, every central labor
body, every liberal organization
should pass resolutions and send
telegrams to the Spanish Embassy
in Washington
Franco release his victims. The
State Department and the chair-
men of the Senate and House For-
éign Relations Committees should
be deluged with demands that they
stop supporting the butcher
Franco. Where possible,
meetings should be organized by
leaders of the labor and liberal
movements %o protest the trials
und sentences as a’ public demon-

stration of the {feeling of the:

American people.

American socialists should .ex-
ert their utmost effort to urge and:

U. S. pressure for rearmament has already  condemned the stimulate such actions.
- .led to a political crisis in Britain; Franco legal assassinations. Stop Franco’s repressions now! .
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LABOR ACTION

By GERALD McDERMOTT

"PITTSBURGH, March 8—President James Carey of the
'CIO Electrical Workers (IUE-CIO) has openly called on
the bosses of the electrical industry and the witchhunters
in government for “help” in winning workers in the elec-
trical industry from the rival Stalinist-controlled UE. In so

doing, he has breken a united front of the labor movement -

against further government
interference in internal un-
don -affairs. Carey couched
his plea in terms of concern
for the “national security.”
By his stand, Carey is endan-
gering the entire labor move-
ment, most of all the IUE.

.:The question of further govern-
ment action against the remain-
img Stalinist-dominated unions is
being -investigated by a Senate
Labor sub-committee headed by
Senator Hubert Humphrey (D.,
Minn.). The subcommittee is con-
sidering “a legislative program
to deal with communist-domi-
nated unions” in war industries.

“Both President Philip Murray of
‘the CIO and President William
Green of the AFL denounced any
new legislation. Murray has, stated
the correct union policy so admir-
ably as to deserve extensive quo-
tation. -

“As a basic philosophy,” said
Murray, “we in CIO believe that
the right of American workers
to choose their own collective-
bargaining representatives as
dundamental to our demoeratic
way of life as the right to speak,
to worship, and to assemble
freely. . ..

“We believe that if the govern-
ment undertakes to determine
what unions can represent work-
ers in this country, it will have
embarked upon the long trail to-
ward government control of un-
ions. In the dictatorships of the
world, unions exist at the suffer-
ance of ‘the state. We in America
do not want to take a single step
in that direction.”

The government already has
“adequate power to screen out of
defense plants” any individuals
who seek to aid the Communist
Party or Russia by committing
espionage or sabotage, he cen-
tinued.

“Just as surely as the Taft-
Hartley Act has failed in its ef-
forts to deal with the Communist
problem in American unions, just
so surely have we the CIO suc-
ceeded in dealing with the prob-
lem in the marketplace of trade-
union ideas.”

WORSE THAN A LAW

Let the reader keep these sound
principles, so well stated by Mur-
ray, in mind while examining
Carey’s proposal.

Carey went through the mo-
tions of agreeing with Murray
and the rest of the labor move-
ment. No new legislation is need-
ed, he declared. But he proposes
something infinitely worse.
~ -Not alaw is needed, says Carey,
but ‘an "administrative solution."
This "administrative procedure"
would be carried out by a "tripar-
tite committee' in the Department
of -Defense. The committee would
be- composed of goverament, in-
dustry and labor representatives.
I1¥"this committee found a union to

- - be "communist - dominated,” it

would simply cancel -all defense
contracts in plants where the union
was bargaining agent until the em-
ployer -broke off relations with the
union! ' This procedure would be
better than a law, 1UE Attorney
Benjamin Sigal told the Senate sub-
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committee, because legislative
procedures are "too cumbersome
and slow"'!

This kind of attack on the
democratic process was made by
an IUE attorney and not by a
spokesman for the NAM, or a ve-
actionary anti-democratic group!

Carey wants the government to
“sereen out” union officials in the
same way it has “screened out”
actual defense workers in some
plants. This “sereening-out” is to
take place, not against spies or
saboteurs, but against men with
“dangerous ideas.” The govern-
ment has already “screened out”
anti-Stalinist militants in collu-
sion with the employers at more
than one plant, notably Bell Air-
craft. Carey wants this vicious
practice extended to union offi-
cials outside the plant. To ‘be
sure, Carey himself would not
condone “excesses” such as the
Bell case, but they would take
place anyway.

One further thought of Carey’s
demands a word: “If government
and industry would show the
same interest and zeal in resolv-
ing this problem that labor has

shown, the problem would be
swiftly obliterated.”
There are so many things

wrong with these proposals that
one hardly knows where to begin.

UE GETS A POINT

(1) Liberals like Carey are sup-
posedly against government by
“administrative procedure."” They
are supposedly for '‘government
by law and not by men." The sle-
gan is axiomatic in the age-long
struggle against absolutism and
tyranny. This.Carey chucks out the
window. A good example of the
current “administrative proced-
ures' in vogue in government to-
day is the attorney general's: no-
torious "‘subversive list.” This list
arbitrarily designates organiza-
tions as “subversive'' without any
recourse whatsoever on the part
of the accused, precisely because
there is no law authorizing the pro-
cedure, and therefore no law to
challenge in the courts.

(2) If Carey thinks that ad-
ministrative procedures are less
cumbersome and slow, let him be
reminded of the “administrative
procedures” of another “tri-par-
tite committee of labor, manage-
ment and the government” known
as the Wage Stabilization Board.
Seven months ago, the IUE won
a raise from industry. The WSB
approved the raise only last week,
and then only after mass demon-

. strations by electrical workers in

protest against the stalling. If ad-
ministration procedures against
unions would be faster than this,
il-would be because of the witch-
hunt, not because of inherent ad-
vantages of government-by-de-
cree over- government-by-laws.
(53) Carey knows full well that
General Electric and Westing-
house are not going to lift a fin-
ger against the UE. As he has
pointed out himself, the UE
makes “sweetheart contracts” to
keep its bargaining rights. The
UE is profitable to the big cor-
porations, just as a fight between
two unions in the industry is
profitable to the big corporations.
Carey thinks he is “scoring a
point” in the eves of the public in
calling on the corporations to
fight “Communism,” when he
knows they won’t break with the
UE. Does he think he is going to
persuade the “patriotic” corpora-

tion stockholders to vote out their.

present executives who are now
distributing very _“pay-triotic”
profits? Hardly. What Carey’s
tactic does is“give -the’ UE an ex-

In Asking Gov't Aid

cuse for calling the IUE a “com-
pany union”—which it ‘does.

It is the UE which is close to
being a eompany union, but Carey
gives the UE the opportunity to
smear the IUE as one in the eyes

- of electrical workers. Carey -is

trying to get ‘locals by govern-
ment edict which he hasn’t been
able to win so far'in' NLRB elec-
tions. He should: have more faith
in his own union!

NOT DEMOCRATIC

(4) 1t is'not true that Carey's
proposal would not require new
legislation. 1t would require new
legislation of the most dangerous
sort — namely, the repeal or
amendment of ‘the legal provision
in éffect since the passage of the
Wagner Act that it is an unfair
labor practice for an employer to
refuse to bargain collectively with
the duly chosen representatives of
his employees.

To be sure, Taft-Hartley erip-
pled this; to be sure, employers
disobey it when they can, but it
is ‘a useful law which should be
strengthened and not weakened.
Carey wants Westinghouse to
cbey this law when the IUE tries
to negotiate for the Westinghouse
plant at Bowling Green, but to
disobey it when the UE tries to
negotiate for the Westinghouse
plant in Philadelphia! He wants

to abrogate the democratic right
of workers .to vote:for any union
they -choose—even /if they mis-
takenly choose a rotten union like
the UE. It is.not a democratic
proposal.

(5) -East and ‘most -important
cl-all;>where would this Franken-
stein' monster stop? Would: it'stop
with.-the UE:.and the other Stalin-
ist unions? ‘Hardly. The govern-
ment - hasalready -taken: -aetion

- against “eléetrical - workers --who

were not Stalinists and who were
partisans of the IUE! An isolated
case? Not: for-long.

Only recently, the National As-
sociation” ‘for “the  Advancement of
Colored Peoples discovered that
the army was listing “NAACP

- branches “in California as subver-
"~ sive. The "NAACP protested and

got their name removed, but the
incident is : symptomatic. What
would stop Carey's board from de-
certifying the UAW-CIO in more
than one UAW local where  the
Stalinists have hung on? The rami-
fications of the procedure, once
well under way, would prove dis-
astrous. :

The IUE and the CIO and the
rest of the free labor movement
don’t need this kind of help. Pro-
posals like this only prolong the
life of the infamous UE and
threaten the legitimate union
movement. -

| THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY on

Cairo, Hl.: Jim Crow Takes a Fall

The transfer of 21 Negro chil-
dren to public schools formerly
set aside exclusively for ‘the use

of white students has gone ahead

successfully in Cairo, Ill., despite
violence, arrests, and racial ten-
sion,

These transfers capped the
long efforts of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Colored People, ACLU, and other
organizations to crack what is
referred to as the “last strong-
hold of Jim Crow in the state of
Illinois.”

A thorough report on the Cairo
situation, -prepared. by Edward H.
Meyerding, executive director of
the -Chicago Division of ACLU,
shows that only the threat of with-
drawing state funds from the local
school system finally forced local
cfficials to abandon segregation.
A 1941 state law denies stote
funds to segregated schools.

However, when an attempt was
made to transfer Negro children
to “white” schools disorders broke

out. There was a bombing of a

Negro home belonging to Dr. U.
Bass, which failed to inujre any-
one; another attempted bombing
of a Negro leader’s home and a
shotgun-blast of still another Ne-
gro leader’s home, Fiery crosses
were also. -burned during the
night of the bombing (Jan. 29),
when Cairo was, according to the
ACLU report, “a tense city.”

[ ]
WEAVERS IN THE WEB

This month has been nothing
but trouble for The Weavers, the
folk-singing group. Here is what
has happened to them, all of it in
Ohio.

- In Cleveland, they ‘were banned
from TV programs because of
charges' that “all four . . .- are
members-of a notorious red front."

At a Heart Fund benefit—again
in Cleveland—some of the state
and city officials failed to 'show
up because the group was on the
program.

in Akron, the singers’ contract
at a night club was canceled after
three days because of "unfavor-
able publicity.”

A good part of the Weavers’
trouble stems from  testimony
early this month before the House
Comniittee: on-Un-American - Ac-

tivities. Harvey W. Matusow, an
investigator for the Ohio Un-
American Activities Committee,

‘- told legislators that three of the

group—Pete Seegar, Ronnie Gil-
bert and Freddie Helleran—were

Communists. The three, he said,

were members of the People's
Song Group which tried to indoe-
trinate the youth around Wash-
irgton Square, New York, with
Communist philosophy.

The Cleveland branch of ACLU
came to the Weavers' support
after the TV banning. It warned
then that anyone who takes away
from the courts the decision as
to a person’s guilt or innocence,
“is guilty of un-American prin-
ciples,”

®

ILLINOIS'S GAG

ACLU’s Chicago Division has
decided to enter the flegal fight
against Illinois’ controversial
election law.

At issue is a regulation regquir-
ing 25,000 signatures on a nomi-
nating -petition, with a specified
200 signatures from each of the
50 counties in the state. These sig-
ratures must be solicited by a res-
ident of the particular county. In
effect, this means -no small party
has a chance of putting their can-
didates on the ballot.

" Reuther Fails

press

To Draw in LA

~By GERALD CARR i

LOS ANGELES, March 2—Wal-
ter Reuther spoke tonight ‘before
an audience of less'than-300 in a
hall with a seating capacity. of

--500, inspite of the ‘fact that he

had adequate publicity :in ithe
and through the -ADA,
sponsoring organization: for!Reu-

‘ther’s speech. One might -easily

infer-by the size of this audience
that “‘Reuther - has ' difficalty ‘in
drawing’the large ‘crowds he used
to. get ‘only a few. years-ago: €an
it ‘be that Reuther- no’longer:in-
spires ‘the confidence- of “libersls
and-worker ‘militants? ;
At least it is not amiss to note
the irony implicit in ‘this sitna-
tion: - the Los -Angeles ~Baily
News, in An article billing Reu-
ther’s - -speech, stated ' that ‘the
sponsors were wondering how
they ~would be-able to .seat the
‘mass aundience anticipated.
Reuther’s ‘speech itself drew
only scattered, half-hearted ap-
plause. The speech was largely a
stereotyped liberal one: America .
must .provide leadership for the ™
“world revolution” of -colonial
peoples  and backward  areas in
order to undermine the-Stalinists
who, to quote Reuther, “did not
start this world revolution but
are riding on its back and leading
it wherever they can.” He reiter-
ated the “we must provide leader-
ship,” ete., at every step identify-
ing himself and the audience with

the American government,
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A test of the law, and a cam-
paign against it, are being plan-
ned by both an independent party
and the Socialist Workers Party.

[ ]
PFCC SIDESTEPS

The Federal Communications
Commission has turhed down a
request by the Authors League
of America for a hearing on ra-

~dio and television blacklisting.

Rex Stout, president of the
league, had asked for a session
to discuss the alleged barring of ¢f
certain writers by licensed sta-
tions.

The former FCC chairman,
Wayne -Coy, sidestepped by writ-
ing Stout that the operation of a
station was primarily the respon-
sibility of the licensee. However,
Coy left the door partly open by
adding that any surrender of that
responsibiilty would be relevant
to ‘the commission in reviewing a
station's license. One of the points
involved in the blacklisting is, of
course, precisely the ''surrender
of responsibility” when a station

‘discriminates on the basis of de-

mands by reactionary . pressure
groups like Counterattack -and
Red Channels. ™

-

N. Y. SYL CLASS ON
MARXISM IN AMERICA, 1927-1952
‘Session 3—S;mduy.- March 23 at 8 p.m.

THE DEVELOPMENT of the TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM
-AND THE LABOR PARTY QUESTION

Discussing: The Founding of the 4th International; the Transi
tional Program in the Light of Recent Experience; Attitudes’
toward a Labor Party in America.

Speaker: BEN HALL

At -Labor “Action Hall, 114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C.
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By EUGENE VAUGHAN .

The financial and economic: re-
forms .recently adopted by the
Israel government sharply under-
line; the about-face which the
Mapai-led ‘government has been
foreed to take in face of what-
and. become « Israel’s continu-
ously degenerating: ecenomic eon-
dition. Whereas in the past the
government ' followed the. policy
of trying to cushion the: popula-
tien as much as. possible. from the.
blows of economic life, that policy
has. now gone by the board.

These reforms. now initiate a
new policy which will-call upon.
the: people in Israel. to: accept a
further cut in the standard of: liv-
ing and a further rise in the price
level, thus bringing official prices.
cieser to the prices which had: pre-.
vailed until now on the black mar-
ket.

Briefly the reforms provide for

gthe following:

(1) The ordinary, development-
al and defense budgets will be
balanced.

(2) The current-exchange rate
of $2.80 to' the pound will be re-
tained for purchase of wheat and
other essential foods.

(3) The exchange for tourists,
institutions, and diplomats will
be $1.40 to the pound, which will
also be the rate for the import of
meat, fish, coffee, tea, pharma-
ceuticals, seed and fertilizers.

(4) The rate for investors will
be $1 per pound.

(5) Israeli importers will hence-
forth not be required to turn over
to the treasury a pound at the
official rate for every dollar’s
worth of non-payment imports.

(6) Exporters will be able to
retain part of the proceeds of
foreign currency from overseas
sales for the acquisition of raw
materials. They will also be per-
mitted to bring in raw materials
as non-payment imports.

(7) The cost-plus system of
calculating prices (production
cost plus profit) will be dropped.
It was found that this system
caused a decline in productivity
and in many cases in unwarrant-
ed profits. Prices will henceforth
be fixed to allow greater profits

for more efficient producers.

(8) Raw materials will'also be
distributed on the- basis of the
efficiency of - the enterprise.

(9) Preference will be given to
the import of essential foodstuff
and items needed for food produe-
tion and agricultural expansion,
c.g., pipes, fertilizers, seeds, ete.

(10) Piecework will be intro-
duced in publie works:in govern-
ment projects- wherever possible,

The first measure is designed
to fight inflation. In the past the
government budgets, particularly
the military budget, have been
covered by borrowing in a manner
which pushed up the spiral of in-
flation.

STANDARD OF LIVING
WILL FALL

The next three points, which
involve the devaluation of the: Is-
raeli pound and the seHing up of
multiple exchange rotes, are de-
signed to effect.an increase in the
cost of.all imported goods, except
for the .most- essential foodstuffs,
to encourage exports, and.encour-
age. foreign investment in Israel.

Prior to devaluation, the legal
price to an Israeli for an import
valued at a dollar was approxi-
mately 333 prutet, or one-third
of a pound. Now the same import
may cost as much as a pound.
Already the prices of many ar-
ticles have gone up. Some items
like fuel have gone up from 65-
140 per cent.

This rise in the price of im-
ports must lead to a substantial
fall in the standard of living be-
cause of Israel's heavy depend-
ence on imports, unless wages
are increased proportionately.
The latter is out of the question
at this time except -for minor
wage adjustments based on cur-
rent wage contracts.

Devaluation should further en-
ccurage exports since now the ex-
porter will get more pounds per
dollar of export than before. It
is hoped that this devaluation
will encourage the flow of foreign
investments to Israel, for now
the foreign investor will get more
Israeli pounds for his dollay with
which to buy the materials and

UMT Shelved: Victory
For Anti-War Pressure

With the recommitment of the

administration’s Universal Mili- .

tary Training bill by a vote of
236 to 162 and little likelihood
that the Armed Services Commit-
tee will report out a new bill,
UMT has been shelved for the
time being. %

The major farm and labor
groups, progressive churches, edu-
cotors, conscientious objectors
and socialists who vigorously op-
posed the measure can look on
' this as- a victory, in that one of
the better American traditions has
not yet been broken, despite the
strenuous pressure to do so over
a period of years.

The New York Times reminds
us that President Truman for-
mally asked for passage of UMT
legislation no less than seventeen
times; it has been the subject of
two special commission inquiries

and eight separate congressional
comniittee hearings resulting in
4,476 pages of reports and sev-
eral dozen bills.

Last June Congress voted for
the basic idea of UMT, that is, a
requirement that all youths have
six months’ training at the age of
18 and serve seven and one-half
years in the reserves. One of the
reasons for the current shelving
of the measure is the impossibil-

ity of operating a program now

because the youth are needed as
two-year draftees for the regular
armed forces,

Heavy mailbags of  anti-UMT
letters account for the rest of the
reasons for the refusal to pass
legislationr now — now being a

presidential election year, when

potential candidates’ ears are
cocked a little in the direction of
the.voice of the electorate.

Next=A Labor Party!
- by Jack Ranger

25 cents.a copy

A Hard-Hitting, Meaty, Simple Presentation of the
Need for an Independent Labor Party

Independent. Socialist Press, 114 W. 14th St., New York 11, N. Y.
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labor needed for his enferprise in
Israel.

The problem of investment goes
to the very root of Israel's diffi-

culties; Israel needs new. capital.
formation in order. to  gainfully..

employ its many.immigrants. How-
ever, this last effect is the most
dubious of the three. There.is rea-
son- to. believe that there. are: non--
monetary factors for .the reluc-
tance of foreigners to:. invest in
Israel which wijl not be overcome
by -devaluation. Further, many, feel,
especially the General. Zionists,
that this devaluation medicine
deesn't go .far enough in treating
the menetary factors preventing
large. foreign. investment.

AIM: TO' ATTRACT
FOREIGN INVESTMENT

The fifth point is designed to
encourage local industry to con-
tact foreign capital for funds. In
the past, when a foreigner sent
materials and equipment into Is-
rael as a gift (it is called import
without payments because the Is-
raeli treasury isn’t called upon to
pay in dollars for the imports)
or as a means of going into part-
nership with an Israeli industrial-
ist, the Israeli had to turn over
to the treasury an amount in
pounds equivalent to the dollar
value of the import. Consequently
such imports were costly to the
Israeli industrialist who often
had to pay twice for the materi-
als: once to the Israeli treasury
and then again to the supposed
denor, who wasn’t really a donor
at all but someone in collusion
with the Israeli who was desper-
ately in need of materials to run
his business, which materials he

ISL FUND DRIVE }§

By ALBERT GATES

Very little change has taken
place in the standing of branches
this week in the 1952  ISL Fund
Drive. An anonymous contribu-

“tion for the Oregon quota gives

that area 130 per cent and keeps
it in first plaee, followed by
Streator with 100 per cent. These
are the only two places which
have met their quotas.

It is obvious that a real pickup
is needed from the larger areas
to produce a more substantial re-
sult in. the campaign. At present
we: are one week. away from the
half-way mark in the drive, but
funds have only reached 27 per
cent, At the time of this writing,
only four areas have reached 50
per cent of their quotas. Thete is
why the drive. is lagging.

Although New York and Chi-
cago sent in the largest sums this
week, the remittances: were far
too low in proportion to their
quotas and possibilities. Detroit
is doing badly in the campaign,
sending in only one payment
since the drive opened. The same
is true of Philadelphia. Ten
branches sent in nothing this
-week; 4 areas are still to report.

Only Newark, Oakland and the
SYL really came through. The
SYL is slowly reaching its goal
now that it has passed the 50 per
cent mark with a total payment
of $792. Its unit standing reads
asfollows: Chicago $358, New
York $132, Berkeley $94; Buffalo
$40, Detroit $40, Northwest $30,
New Haven 20 and General $28.

The coming week will be a de-
cisive one in the drive. A real pick-

_up is needed to raise the present
_ standing by 23 points so that the

50 per cent mark can be reached
on schedule. We are calling on the
branches with larger quetas to see
that we make it. Here is the list
that can do:it: New York; Chicage,

. Detroit, Los Angeles, Philadelphia.

If ‘these five places meet this chal-
lenge we know it can be done.

cculdn’t get in any other way.

Now these materials will be
cheaper for the Israeli regardless
of the arrangement between him-
self and the foreign ‘“donor.”
The sixth point is again de-
signed to encourage export. Many
Israeli industries rely upon for-
eign raw materials, and because
of Israel’s shortage of foreign
currency, find themselves idle
when they can’t get an allotment
of dollars with which to buy raw
materials. Now export industries
will find it compartively easier to

get raw materials and in this way

export industry will be encour-
aged. |

The seventh and -eighth points
are: measures to improve Israel’s
productivity, which is- very low.
Cost-plus- systems of calculating
costs tend to reward inefficiency,

as we can remember from World

War Il Fixing prices on the basis
of the costs: of mere efficient. en-
terprises will tend to drive out of
existence the less. efficient con-
cerns, unless: the

for some reason. This will lead to
unemployment unless new efficient
plants- are set up to toke the

place of the inefficient ones going

out of business.

SOLUTION FOR
ISRAEL'S CRISIS?

The ninth indicates that the
government will continue its pol-
icy of granting import licenses
only for the imports it considers
essential. The tenth point shows
that the government intends to
set a pattern of keeping wages
from rising substantially by peg-
ging wages to norms and produc-

government:
chooses to subsidize the enterprise

' ing? Will it. stabilize the Israeli

tivity. This policy is deflationary,
as it puts a premium on greater:
productivity. The great probabil-
ity is that Histadrut, the trade-
union federation, will find it. very.
difficult to get proportionate wage.
raises for its members in spite of.
the current rise in the cost of
living.

The rationale of this wholé _h

scheme is an attempt on the part
of the government to keep’ Is=
rael’s economic position-from: des
generating any further by means;.
of economic shock treatment and:
(to use economic parlance). “a
working off of the inflationary
rressure)”” Demand for goods at:
the new price level will be low=,
ered. The standard of living with-.
in the country will be eut to its.
barest essentials.

The government hopes to con-
tract Israel’s import of non-essen-
tials, increase its exports, in-
crease its productivity and in this’
way -lessen the gap in Israel’s

balance of trade. It further hopes: -

that the devaluation will encour-.
age foreign investment, and that
by means of these drastic meas-
ures it will be able to help people:
regain confidence in the Israeli’
pound and thus stabilize the
pound on the money market even
though at a lower rate.

The long-term effect of this plan:
is debatable. Will it lead to an-
increase in foreign investment?
Will Israelis peacefully accept a-
lowering of their standard of liv--

pound? Will the elimination of.in-.
efficient plants increase produc-
tion as well productivity per man-
hour of labor? These imponder-
ables will only be answered in
time,

Warning! We're Lagging Near Midpoint'

Fund Drive Bo )
ox Score
Quota Paid Percent
T_OTAI. ... 912,500 $3378 27 .
Oregon 65 130
Streator T, 25 100
Socialist Youth League ... 792 52.8
Cleveland . ... . 3 100 50
Buffale ... . ... 300 46
Oakiand 165 33
Boston 15 30
Chicago 480 26.6
Youngstown ... . ... ... ... 25 25
New York ... ... . ... ... 987. 24.6-
Newark .. . 73 243 :
Pittsburgh 35 233 1
Baitimore 5. 20
Les Angeles ... .. .. 116 19 -
Seattle 55 18.3
Detroit .. .. .. ... 100 13
Philadelphia 20 6.6
General 35 35
Akron: ... . 0 0
Reading . . 0 0
St Lowis ... 0 0
Indiang oo 0 0

114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.

Independent Socialist League

Enclosed is §....... i AR

. -eeee. @S My contribution to
the ISL’s 1952 Fund Drive.
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The
ISL Program

. in Brief

. The Independent Sccialist League
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of exploita-
tion which now divide the world: capi-

talism and Stalinism.

* Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
‘economy, democratically controlling
their own econoniic and political des-
tinies.

- Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it

holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. lts
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing und strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-

_sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
. ized to spread the ideas of socialism in

the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle o better the people’s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join togéether with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

Get .
acquainted

with the
Independent
Socialist League—

114 W. 14th Streef
New York 11, N. Y.

O I waent more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.

3 I want to join the ISL.
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INTERESTED? —

By CARL DARTON

Recently we heard a self-styled Fabian socialist state that he had
renounced Marxism as no longer valid since it is a product of an out-
worn 19th-century materialism which even science has forsaken. As
evidence he stated that present-day physics, particularly quantum
mechanies, had renounced the “cause and effect” theory, and that
on the basis of the “uncertainty principle” science itself has returned
to an idealist outlook. The conclusion of this social-democrat was that
only by a return to a belief in “higher values,” particularly in the
individual, could socialism be brought into being.

This viewpoint practically amounts to saying that science itself is |

no longer scientific, and it is an example of a philosophic misinterpre-
tation of science. Self-appointed philosophers of science have taken the
so-called ['crisis in physics™ and have misused the facts in an irrational
manner. Such irrationalities are based upon the social insecurities of
our times, rather than inherent within physics and science itself.

What is this new theory by which science is said, in effect, to have
committed suicide? P. W, Bridgeman, Nobel prize physicist, writes:

“Heisenberg’s principle states that the ultimately possible accuracy
of our measurements is limited in a curious and unsuspected way,
There is no limit to the accuracy with which we can describe (or
measure) any one quality in a physical situation, but if we elect to
measure one thing accurately we pay a price in our inability to
measure some other thing accurately.”

Some philosophers have transposed the term "uncertainty" to "free
will"—or even "vitalism"—toward the overthrow of scientific material-
ism itself. Actually these new trends may mean a re-evaluation of cer-
tain concepts based upon Newtonian physics, but, rather than negating
science, they point the way to even broader knowledge. Let us explain
how science really assimilates "curious and unsuspected" facts.

In extending the frontiers of human experience, new areas of
nature are opened up and placed under control. Scientists in doing
this develop new concepts and symbols through which they can best
understand and manipulate these new experiences and forces. The
human need for concepts and symbols exist in our everyday activities,
but since we were born in the cultural milieu of such common experi-
ences they are accepted-as the “common sense” of our day. The prob-

lem for the proper understanding of the new findings of science is

how the concepts and symbols of the frontier areas can be reconciled
with establsihed scientific theories and assimilated into everyday
language of common usage.

MYSTICISM VS, SCIENCE

Man, in exploring new fields such as electronics and particle
physics, observe certain reactions which cannot be “explained” or
fitted into established concepts. When such contradictions oceur three
choices are possible. ? .

The first and entirely non-scientific solution.is to deny that the
new experiences are “real” or “true.” This was the case in the time
of Copernicus when astronomers found that the broader experiences
of the universe could be explained only by the heliocentric rather than
the geocentric theory. Despite the experimental evidence, the estab-
lished church and other interests maintained that it was impossible to
conceive that the earth revolved around the sun.

The second possible approach in reconciling the new -experiences
of science with previous knowledge is to accept both the new and the
old but to postulate an unknown factor which links the two. If this
unknown is merely accepted as such with the expectation that further
investigation and new facts will resolve the “mystery,” this is a good
scientific approach. However, often the unknown is deified into a mys-
terious “Unknowable” which serves as a bar to further knowledge.
This is the idealistic or mystical approach which unfortunately still
pervades much human thinking today.

A third and scientific answer to the contradictions of the new and
the old is to postulate that the new is so overwhelmingly extensive and
revolutionary that it cannot be fitted into the framework of past ex-
perience and that a new fundamental world view of nature and the
universe is required. With the rapid expansion of science today this
solution by re-evaluation of our fundamental concepts becomes more
and more necessary. This is the meaning of the "crisis" or “revolution”
in modern physics.

Scientists themselves cannot overnight reformulate the far-reach-
ing concepts of their specialties, and everyday citizens cannot soon
absorb the revolutionary implications of the new concepts. It is en-
tirely irresponsible for some scientists to attempt, as poor philoso-
phers, to inject the idealist concept of the “Unknowable” into science.
It is even more eriminal for hack politicians or social philosophers to

-attempt to justify the irrational in the social world with the supposed

breakdown of the rational in the physical sciences. As long as we
have a class society, however, there will be many who will attempt to
justify the irrational whims of social authoritarianism by the analog
with the unknown in the sciences. .
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LIBERAL YALUES IN THE MODERN WORLD, by C.
Wright Mills.—Anvil, Winter issue.

Professor Mills, author of White Collar and
New Men of Power, here jots down some inter-
esting insights into the mind of modern liberal-
ism—*"key themes,” as he puts it. He comments
on liberalism as a set of moral ideas, as a social
theory, and as a political rhetoric. One of the

. most interesting passages is on the third theme:

“As a kind of political rhetorie, liberalism
everyone who talks in public for every divergent

and contradictory purpose. Today we hear liber-
als say that one liberal can be ‘for,” and another

| has been banalized: now- it is commonly used by -

‘merely rhec:_sg it is a common denominator of
- political rlge

its udein the Néw Deal Era when, in close con-
tact with power, liberalism became administra-
i sis in lack of elarity is underpinned
by its use tby all interests, classes and parties.
“It is in this situation that professional lib-
erals makdia- fetish of indecision, which they
would call Jopen-mindedness, as against inflexi-
bility; of absence of criteria, which they
would call #olerance, as against dogmatism; of
the formalify and hence political irrelevance of
criteria, which they would call ‘speaking broad-
alH t ‘detai!s.’
#y not, of course, dismiss liberalism

oric. Its wide use as justification

; there might be

‘liberal ‘against,’ a vast range of contradictory
political propositions, What this means is that
liberalism as a common denominator of Ameri-
can political rhetoric is without coherent con-
tent; that, in the process of its banalization, its
goals have been so formalized as to provide no
clear moral optic. The erisis of liberalism (and-
of American political reflection) is due to liber-
alism’s success in becoming the official language
for all public statement, To this fact was added

‘limits the jchoices and, to some extent, guides
the decisiofis of those in authority. For if it is
the common denominator, all powerful decisions
made in thb open must be justified in its terms,
and this may restrain the deciders even if they
do not ‘believe in it For men are influenced in
their use of authority by the rhetoric they feel
they must employ. The leaders as well as the led,
and even the myth-makers, are influenced by
prevailing theories of justification.”
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Testing forces in BLP; SP Congress

By DAVID ALEXANDER
LONDON, Mar.

5—Some news

items from different parts of the’

world:

BRITAIN: The first: major
show of streneth between Attlee
and Bevan occurred at a meeting
of the parliamentary group of the
Labor Party to discuss the “pres-—
ent level of rearmament.”” A mo-
tion by R. H. Crossman, a Bevan
supporter, called on the party to
oppose the present policy on the
ground that it is bankrupting the
country, pillaging the social serv-

ices and endangering the Colombo ,

Flan for aid to backward coun-
tries. Opposed to the Bevan for-
ces stood, among others, Attlee,
Shinwell and John Strachey.
They argued that not only was
the present level of rearmament
the minimum necessary for the
country’s safety but that it would
be dishonest for the Labor Party
to oppose decisions which it itself
had made when in power. When

Geiiinn, o 2"

it came to a vote, with two-thirds
of the MPs present, Attlee won
by 124 votes to 41. :

LONDON: Unfortunate news Nere
is the expulsion from the Execulive
of the London Labor Party of all
the left-wing members. Among
these were Wine and Solomens.
This move was largely engineered -
ky the bloc vote of the Transport
and General Workers Union—one
of the largest in the country. How-
ever, the same conference ap-
proved the representation-o¥ #the--
Youth and Women's Sections of the:
Labor Party on the Executive. This -
will, in effect, strengthen the left
wing of the party, which has con-
siderable influence in these groups.

INDIA: We hear that Comrade
Anthoupillai, one of the founding
members of the Ceylon branch of
the Bolshevik Leninist Party of
India and now a well-known
trade-unionist, was elected to the
Madras Legislative Assembly at
the recent elections.

in Indonesia

INDONESIA: In Bandung, West

Java, a congress of the Socialist
Party of Indonesia was opened by
Sytan Ljahrir, formerly prime min-
ister, on February 12. Representa-
tives from various Asian socialist
parties — including the Burmese,
Japanese and Indian—attended as
fraternal delegates. The protocol
for the formation of an Asian so-
cialist licison committee was pre-
sented by the representatives of
the latter two groups.
_More recently, the fall of the
Indonesian cabinet was announe-
ed in Jakarta. The government
of Sukiman had entered into a
secret agreement with the U. S.
eovernment for arms in return
for future military rights. When
this leaked out, it was found that
no party supported it; they also
desired to keep out of the East-
West conflict; so, while the Indo-
nesian Nationalist and the (re-
ligious) Masjumi Parties form a
government, the Americans con-
tinue to supply arms,

Bevanites Warn Against Ro fal Politicking

On the occasion of the aseen-
sion to the throne of Elizabeth,
British Laborites got some re-
minders that socialists are still
republicans and opposed to the
institution of monarchy. One
such, mild enough, came from the
London Tribune, the organ of the
Bevan group, in a leader article
written by Jennie Lee, who is one
of the editors of the Tribune and
also the wife of Aneurin Bevan.

Jennie Lee recalls “‘the Keir
Hardie tradition, in which many
of us were reared” which was
“strongly republican as well as
socialist.” ;

She reminisces: “neither in
fantasy nor in reality did we feel
we had anything in common with
the foreigners on the
throne. The essential element in
this estrangement was not their
German blood. It was the remote-
ness of the life of the court from
the burning poverty problems of
daily life. Queer Victoria regard-
ed Gladstone as a dangerous
revolutionary. Succeeding sover-
eigns were just as completely the
creatures of a rigid class and
caste system. The poor belonged
to the ‘lower orders.’ If they re-
belled they were clubbed under.
If they remained suitably servile,
an occasional
blanket or bowl of soup for the
aged and the sick, distributed
with all the sickening unction of
organized charity.”

But—

“Times have changed. -Though
the Palace continues to exercise

London

a great deal of social influence,
the late king was impeccably a
constitutional monarch. - He - did
not interfere in party polities....
Her father's example in all these
matters is the most valuable part
of the young queen’s inheritance.”
Which is a way of warning.

But even today— :

"It is important, at the outset
of o mew reign, that the Lebor
movement should make its attitude
toward the Palace clear beyond
any possibility of doubt or distor-
tion. If we are republicans in pri-
vate, let us have the integrity #o.
be republicans in public. Is it our
view that a president would be
preferable to a queen? Observing

* what has happened ond is hap-

pening in other countries, there
can be no doubt about our answer.

“A sovereign who attempted
to interfere in party politics,
particularly to interfere on the
side of reaction, would meet the
same fate in Britain as elsewhere.
The present crisis in Belgium un-
derlines in no uncertain fashion
just that point. But a- sovereign
who, remains aloof from party
politics, and with serupulous fair-
ness carries out his or her ardu-
ous public duties, is ertitled to™
the respect of all of us. So,” she
concludes, “let’s look forward to
a long and happy reign.”

! Y
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In line with the cautionary
tone of the article, it points with
a measure of alarm at the late
king's political misstep just be-
fore his death—his acceptance of
an- invitation from the head of
the ultra-reactionary South Af-
rican government of Malan:

"Under a Tory government, the
Palace will have to be constantly
on the é&lert. Who, for example,
advised the late king to accept
the hospitality of Dr. Malan?
What obtuseness or worse lies be-
hind that piece of criminal folly?
At the very moment when the
Royal Family plainly seek to be-
have with perfect discretion, who
almost succeeded in frapping them
into appearing to take sides in one
of the most passionately confro-
versial political and social issues
of the day?"

BOOKS RECEIVED

Received from the New Ameri-
can Library, publishers of Signet
and Mentor pocket books, to be
published March 26:

THE UNIVERSE AND DR. '

EINSTEIN, by Lincoln Barnett.
A" Mentor book, 144 pages, 35
cents.

RENEE, by H.-R. Lenormand.
A" Signet book, novel; 155 pages,
25 cents.

CONJUGAL LOVE, by Alber-
to Moravia. ‘A Signet book, 144
pages, 25 cents. .

By JUAN REY

SANTIAGO, March 2—In spite
of all the political defeats, which
‘we have analyzed in previous
articles, of the pro-Nationalist
policy of the Bolivian “official-
Trotskyist”
relation to the BNR (Nitionalist-
Revolutionary Movement), they
remain mired in their mistakes.
The MNR’s gains in the last elec-
tion in the country seems to be
the major glory of the Bolivian
Trotskyists. They not only are
backing the Nationalist leader-
ship but are also demanding all
political power for that party.
Latest is that the official section
of the Fourth International, the
POR (Revolutionary Workers Par-
ty) has publsihed an open letter
to the military junta, the present
government of Bolivia, demanding
that the latter hand over the gov-
ernment to the MNR party, with-
out any new election, on the
ground that the last election gave
it a majority. This gratuitous sup-
port to the MNR Nationalists, whe
are very well known for their de-
pendence on Peron and for their
pro-Hitlerist sympathy previously,
militates against the most elemen-
tary consciousness of the Latin

group, espeeially in

American workers. It is #rue
enough that the maojority of the
mine and factory workers are
backing the Notionalist party, but
the obligation of revolutionaries
should Be %o unmask the mistaken
policies of the Nationalist leader-
ship and show the masses the right
political road to independent class
struggle.

As we have written before, the
political situation in Bolivia is
very strange; the Nwuationalist
party, though defeated by an up-
rising, remains the strongest po-
litical party in‘the country, be-
cause ef the reactionary anti-
labor policy of the “democratic”
Right, which-ended in an electoral
defeat and a military dictator-
ship. But all this is also a con-
sequence of the adventurist and
mistaken policy of the National-
ists, Stalinists and “official-Trot-
skyists,” who exposed the work-
crs to the right-wing massacres.

It is true that a political change
is necessary in Bolivia, for the
“bourgeois-democratic” Right is
totally bankrupt. It is also true
that the country must pass
through a nationalist experience;
but this does not necessitate sup-
port of the totalitarian national-

DISCUSSION ARTICLE: SOCIALIST POLICY IN LATIN AMERICA

A Suicidal Line in Bolivia’s Political Crisis

ist party by the workers’ opposi-
tion, especially by the Trotskyist
opposition. If the workers’ party
has to fight the ruling cirecles, the
military Right, this does not
mean that it must support a na-
tionalist party which, in power,
will perseciute the workers’ or-
ganizations as it has done in the
past. .

But the Bolivian POR is a tail
of the MNR. The POR has grown
in the shadow of the MNR.

In theoretical terms, the mis-
take in Bolivia lies in a wrong
view ‘of the perspective of the
Latin American revolution. This
view is: ‘that the next revolution
will be a‘-bourgeois-democratic
revolution which will solve the
anachronistic agrarian problem
and eliminate the economic and
colonial dependence of Latin
America on imperialism; in this
revolution the nationalist petty-
bourgeois parties will perhaps
play a big role.

But, to go through this historical

stage, the workers' party has to
conquer political power and un-
leash the socialist proletarian rev-
olution. Their theory, which is
based on Lenin's old theory which
he revised in fact in 1917, is en-

tirely inadequate in our historical
epoch. In Latin America, and espe-
cially in Bolivia and Peru, if the
agrarian and colonial problems are
to be solved, they will be solved
only by a socialist revolution di-
rected and guided by the revolu-
tionary proletariat—that is, a so-
cialist revolution which will in
passing solve the anachronistic
problems of the democratic revolu-
tien, without losing its socialist -
and proletarian character.

Therefore the role of the petty-
bourgeois, Nationalist or Stalinist
parties will be very small and
without historical importance.
Today the policy of the MNR and
POR is conducive only to the
counter-revolution and it is reae-
tionary. But we will deal with
this problem in other articles on
Latin American problems.

[NOTE: The Editors arve re-
questing Comrade Rey to set

down his views on the perspective

and problems of the Latin Amer="

ican revolutionary movement . =

more rounded form for discus--
sion.]

Readers of Labonr Action Take the Hloor

A "Sermon” on Humility, Bravado and Tone

To the Editor:

As interested non-participants,
sometime ago presented with a
gift subscription to LABOR AC-
TION, may we put our two cents

worth into your mail bag? On the -

whole, we've been enjoying our
weekly copies. Despite its com-
paratively small resources, LA
succeeds in covering a lot of the
news from a badly-needed view-
point. It also manages to print
items that, for reasons generally
obvious, do not come to light in
the popular press. And now for
the inevitable BUT—

In our eyes, LA has two chief
defects: its tone, and its desper-
ate paper battle with other more
or less left-wing groups. The first
objection may seem to be a pure-
ly literary one. It's not. When the
LA staff assumes its too-fre-
quent “defenders of the faith, the
working classes, and the future
revolution” ‘pose, it frankly
makes itself rather silly. No mat-
ter how right you people are, you
haven’t all the answers—and
never will have. This in itself
should be enough to make for
due humility, aside from the fact

that bravado antagonizes more
people than it impresses. And
that it is bravado needs no better
underlining than Mr. Draper’s
observation, in the Feb. 25 issue,
that the ISL is still only a propa-
ganda instrument, not a party.
The dangers of lack of humility,
when and if the ISL were to be-
come a real political instrument,
should be_clear to students of the

engendering and rise of Stalin-.

1=m.

The second objection we have
was finally brought to a head by
Mr. Vaughan's comments on page
3 of the Feb. 25 issue. We cer-
tainly do not advocate all the
various socialist “ways” throwing
up their differences and adopting
a uniform catechism. All we'd
like to see is a spirit of fair-
mindedness, an appreciation of
the possible merits of the other
fellow’s activities — particularly
when he too is a rebel. (I sup-
pose we're still talking about
humility . . . but it's about time
somebody -preached this *sermon
to you.) Specifically, to talk, as
Mr., Vaughan does, “of the semi-
Stalinist pacifist and ‘neutralist’
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tendencies inside the labor move-
ment,” makes both the facts and
LA’s own advocacy of a Third
Camp pale. Or at least it should.
Is Mr. Vaughan talking about
MPs Sorensen, Emrys Hughes, et
al, pacifists and Labor Party

members? If he is, he—and you

—should know.better. Is he talk-
ing about any pacifist, or is he
only following the right-wing
popular press in making peace a
dirty word? This loose smearing
of good rebels who happen to
wear a different label is the poor-
est of policies; it is the arch bane
of factionalists. Experienced pol-
-iticians, of course, are impatient
of any variation on the Golden
Rule, but it happens to be true
that no evil can be beaten by an-
other evil. That is not victory,
but displacement. Again, Stalin-
ism offers an interesting case
history. ’

This is not, of course, an easy
matter to solve; it's not even
easy to talk about. But the ISL
ought to decide—if it really be-
lieves that there are three eamps
—which side it is on. In the mean-
time, and for your positive mer-
its, we'll probably renew our sub-
scription, when the time comes.

Burt & Helen RAFFEL

Our London correspondent Al-
lan Vaughan’s reference to “the
semi-Stalinist pacifist and ‘neu-
tralist’ tendencies” in the British
Labor movement meant exactly
what it said, as the whole context
of his article might have indi-
cated. He was referring to those
who are sympathetic to Stalinism
and/or to the Russian propa-
zanda line in foreign policy. We

. have referred to this tendency
several times before, That is
quite apart from anti-Stalinist
pacifist and “neutralist” elements
in Britain.

‘Since this is their only concrete
example our vreaders’ sermon
leaves us in some doubt as to the
basis of their feaction. If we were
discussing this with them around
a table, we might be bold enough

a tone as possible, that if they
were unaware of such a Stalinoid
wing, they should at least con-
sider a plain statement like
Vaughan’s on its own merits,
without unwarranted  suspicion.

Actually our readers’ concrete
example shows the dangers of
interpreting plain statements of

political views in terms’of “hu=" - =

mility” and “bravado” and there-
by losing the political point in-
volved. It happens that this is
equally true of their favorable
reference to Draper’s statement
that the ISL is a propaganda
group and does not present itself
as a “party.” This was a restate-
ment of the ideas put forward in
greater detail on this point in

1949, on the basis of a political

discussion and analysis. “Propa-
ganda group” or “party” bears
upon the political perspective of

a group; further discussion can —

be -found in the 1949 resolution
referred to.

All of which makes it difficult
to discuss the strictures on LA’s
“tone” as “defender of the faith,”
ete. The danger is that we might,
through lack-of personal acquain- -
tance with the Raffels, interpret
their remarks unjustly; because
the most frequent context for
such a comment is the feeling.
that anyone who vigorously holds
and puts forward a definite set
of programmatic ideas and pro- -
posals must think he “has all the
answers,” ete. - (See “Reading
from Left to Right” in this issue
for C. Wright Mills’ comment on
liberals who like to make such
smug observations.) It is any-
one’s democratie right to feel un-
certain about the problems of to-
day, but it shows no “spirit of
fairmindedness” to belittle the
very idea of presenting and 'ad-
vocating a clear political program
with vigor and conviction.

This, as we said, is the most
frequent context; we hope it isn’t
that of the Raffels. If they will
visit us on a trip to N. Y., we’ll
swap criticismis of LABOR AC-
TION with them. That’s an in-
vite.—Ed.

to suggest, in as unobjectionable
s

~
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By-RICHARD TROY

Twentieth-century reaction has struck in a great

many: places and one of the most notable, and yet least
known, is the southwestern corner of the- Iberian penin-
sula, the tiny country of Portugal, the country in whose

capital the meetings of the. North Atlantie Treaty Or-

ganization: (NATO) have just been held.
Portugal is little known, of course, because it is a

. small country which plays but a small role in world

polities.  Furthermore, the reactionary coup took. place
somie 25 years age, and though ithe regime celebrated its
first-quarter century of rule last year with some pomp,
very few took time to notice it. But because Portugal is
one of - the.countries holding membership in the ‘“deme-
cratic alliance” of western civilization, and because .re-
action took a rather classic. form in that country, it
merits some momentary attention.

It is only in times of severe international crisis that
Portugal has been thrust into the international limelight
by the great powers. Historically, Portugal has served
as England’s one reliable outpost on the European con-
tinent; historically Portugal owes her independence to
England. During the Napoleonic wars it- was through
Portugal that Wellington’s armies gained a foothold on
the continent, from which they were able ultimately to
wrest the entire continent from him. And during the
First. World War Portugal was again lined up on the
British side.

In the Second World War, however, the matter be-
came more complex since social as. well as national
issues were at stake. The triumphant reaction was caught

" between its natural sympathy for Nazi Germany and its

natural strategical alliance with England. And it was
only when it became clearly evident that Germany was
going to lose the war that Portugal agreed to permit its
much-prized middle Atlantic possession, the Azores

_ Islands, to be used by the Allies as a base for anti-sub-

marine activities.
. In the- struggle which now grips the world, fascist
Portugal has, of course, placed itself in the "anti-Commu-
nist" camp, at the disposal of Washington strategists.
Portugal was made a member in full standing of NATO
and consequently gained, this year, the honor of enter-
taining her fellow fighters against tyranny for the annual
meetings. These meetings, it is said, were held in Lisbon

to.highlight-the importance of the lberian peninsula (that:

is, chiefly Spain),

Stagnation and Apathy

Portugal is a poor country, with few well-developed
industries and resources. Its profit-making exports are
few (sardines, olives, etc.) ; its ability to exploit its own
overseas possessions (in Africa mainly) very limited.
The small bourgeoisie in Lisbon, Oporto and other towns
ekes out a fairly good living for itself but has little
initiative and spunk; it capitulates to military and cleri-
cal forces very easily. Portugal, like many Latin Ameri-
can countries, is sharply divided between its relatively
lethargic masses and the active and parasitic politicians
who cluster around the few main cities, trading jobs
and favors. The lethargic pace of the ruling class is en-
hanced by the fact that, like Spain, it must gaze back

- over centuries before it can see a period in which the

country produced a vigorous and enterprising ruling
class. Portugal has long been a stagnant country.
Whereas the Spanish peasantry and working classes
put up a stout defense of their republie, a defense which
roused the sympathy of the entire world, Portugal’s re-
publie, such as it was, fell without the firing of a single
shot. Its capitulation presents little of that heroie stuff
which inspires those who today might work for the over-
throw of the dictatorship. But, as we shall see, that does
not mean that recent history is without some bright spots.
- The: two most important dates in recent Portugal his-
tory are 1910 and 1926. The first is the date of the Portu-
guese revolution in which the king and his cabal were
deposed and a series of radical governments took contrel.
The second is the date of the Portuguese counter-revolu-
tion, in which the republic was overthrown and the dic-
tatorship of a military clique established, from which
eventually was derived the present Salazar regime:

"Strong Man" Salazar

The revolution of 1910 was aimed at the corrupt
politicians surrounding the king, the semi-feudal ele-
ments surrounding the .church, and the stagnation and
corruption of Portuguese public life in general. The
period immediately following the revolution witnessed
the coming to power of a younger generation of politi-
cians who put through a number of important pieces of
reform legislation.

. Then, its energies-largely spent, the group of new-
comers buckled down to the business of running the
luerative state machine. The remaining years of the re-
public saw, consequently, many changes in government,

the rising and falling of innumerable cabinets, the throt- -

tling of several attempts at dictatorship. It was a hectic
and chaotie period, one which could inspire little confi-
dence in the parliamentary form of government, one
which proved the native bourgeoisie incapable of ruling
in its own right.

This general development follows a course not unlike .

that of a number of the more backward countries, notably
some in Latin America: a revolutionary upsurge just be-
fore the First World War, followed by a brief period of
progressive reform which, in turn, is followed by a de-
generation of the revolution into a group of squabbling
politicians who struggle over the spoils for a number of
years. The culmination of the whole development: a mili-
tary dictatorship which re-establishes most of the old

' power relationships; particularly the one. between - the -
- ehurch and the. state.

R e i b S

The central.figure in -the Portuguese counter-revolu-
tion is Olivera Salazar who; unlike many of his ilk over
the face.of the globe; received his training as a univer-
sity professor rather than as an army general. He is a
man of a number of undenied talents and considerable
self-control. Just -as: he rose to power by a relatively
peaceful route, his-reign has also been: relatively peaceful,
He was: often referred to, in the ’30s, as the “invisible
dictator,” for unlike his. neighbor. Franco he has little
liking. for pomp and for long periods of time had his name
mentioned rarely in- the newspapers.

Unlike Franco too, he gained his position largely on
the basis of his ability as an administrator—he was the
first man in recent Portuguese history to-balance the
government’s budget, He was made minister of finance
in the military dictatorship of 1928 and soon, by dint of
increased taxes and lowered expenditures, had the budget
situation well in hand.

- - . -
Aping. Mussolini
This miraculous- feat did nothing to solve any of Portu-
gal's pressing problems;- it resulted neither in increased
economic prosperity- nor in raising the living standards
of the-imoverished masses, but it did impress the military
clique whose position, at the. time, was none too secure.
The prestige Salazar gained was so enormous that; on the

-

threat of. resigning, .he was: granted, in the early "30s;-

supreme-rule over the. entire country. In 1933, with-some
fiourish, he established "the New State."

“The New State” was nothing more than a Portu-
guese adaptation of the “corporate state’” of Mussolini’s
Italy. It was milder, less pretentious, but the philosephy
was essentially the same. It was officially denied that the
people, free and at liberty, could, decide what best suited
their interests. Instead, it was said, only the “New
State,” in which the true aspirations and needs of the
people were expertly fused, could express the best intex-
ests-of the nation as a whole. This rationale for dictator-
ship is one we are well familiar with.

On its basis, and with an increasingly large repres-
sive apparatus, freedom of speech, press, assembly, ete.,
shortly vanished from the Portuguese scene. Their exit,
unfortunately, was not dramatic; the republic was
snuffed out slowly but without much struggle.

In line with the Italian experience, an elaborate sys-
tem of “corporations” was constructed to govern each
different trade and industry. The workers were organized
into “corporations” as well. But, like Italy, none of these
organizations amounted to very much and were only an
elaborate disguise for the retention of the status quo.
The new government lacked that type of dynamism which
we associate with Stalinism and Nazism and thus was
unable to make any major alterations in the social fabric.

The victory of the counter-revolution chiefly signified
an insurance that the efforts, even if weak and ephem-
eral, of the republic to reorganize Portugal along new
and possibly more progressive lines could no longer be
made. To insure this, the church had to be restored to its
“rightful” "place, and the working classes put in theirs.

Friend of Franco and Hitler

Salazar’s most vigorous exponents—and in the late
'30s he had a number of fervent admirers all over the
world—have never claimed that he was a democrat. No
one, in fact, has ever made this claim for him, even when
his country was admitted to the NATO, the organization
whose founding charter specifically states that it is a
league of '"democratic nations." And Salazar himself, who
is a remarkably forthright person, would be the first to
deny that he has any truck with democratic ideas!

When the civil war broke out in Spain in 1936 Portu-
gal was one of the first countries to take a definite stand
—and but for British objections its armies might have
participated actively with Franco in the war, As it was,
Salazar permitted Franco to set up a radio station in
Portugal, gave Franco information on the position of
Loyalist warships, encouraged the Germans to use Portu-
guese airfields in transporting materiel to Franco’s
armies, and opened Portugal’s doors to the wealthy of
Spain who had fled the Loyalist armies. The government
also did what it could to make the feeble efforts of the
Anglo-Portuguese Commission, charged with localizing
the war, a complete and utter failure. When Franco’s
armies marched into Madrid and Barecelona Salazar’s
radio sent congratulations; and when the Civil War
ended in 1939 Salazar offered a special proclamation of
thanks.

Salazar’s policy in this period tended, likewise, to be
pro-German. As has been mentioned, Salazar’s position
in the pre-war years had to balance its ideological affinity
with Hitler's “New Order” against its strategic affinity
with England’s Old Order. For a while the former ap-
peared to be the overriding consideration,

German firms were given special rights in the exten-

_ sively but sparsely exploited Porfuguese colonies .of Africa;
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German became the second language in Portuguese schools;
German rifle lengths were established in the army; trade
relations with France were cut off; and the German $S-
gave Salazar's army a hand in training its Guard Legions.
in 1939 a British naval delegation to Lisbon was markedly
ignored by Portuguese officialdom; two weeks later an
ltalion delegation was lavishly feted. And in the same year
Franco simultaneously decorated the chief of the Gestapo;
the head of the ltalian Secret Police—and our hero Sala-
zor! A litHe while later the size of Portugal's army was
reduced—which, in effect, was a pro-German and anti-
British. move.

But, still cautious, and knowing that a victory for
Nazism in Europe was not completely assured, Salazar
continued to pay lip service to the ancient British alli-
ance: Just as Franco balked at making any final commit-
ment to the Hitler war machine for fear that an Allied
victory might yet issue from the war, Salazar continued
to keep the lines of communication open with England.
There was. another consideration for both countries, too,
which made them hesitant: a full-scale war might wreck
their none-too-steady economies, thus opening fissures
through which the oppressed and silenced might rise
and speak.

Stirrings from Below. | o

However, by 1943 only the most foolhardy clung to
the dream of the New Order. An Allied victory seemed a
good bet. Salazar climbed off his fence and joined up.
Even then, his position was more that of benevolent neu-
trality than active participation; when the war was over
his country was not listed among the “united nations.”

While it is true that the Portuguese republic did not
put up a serious or widespread struggle against the en-
croaching dictatorship—such as the Spanish republic did
—it is not true that. all the Portuguese have resigned

i

‘ themselves to the “New State.” The numerous political

arrests which the regime has made over the years attests
to the "existence of a simmering, but steady, under-
current of serious opposition. )

The regime is continuously turning up with “plots'* and
"conspiracies,”"” and there are trials going on all the time
to cow the public. Democratic sentiment is not the only
motivation- for the opposition: Despite the artificial war-
time. boom the Portuguese economy has, in certain re-
spects, weakened over the last decade, as dn ECA report
published ‘in 1950 illustrated. This in addition to the fack
that the yawning chasm between the rich and the poor has,
if anything, grown wider in this period of-inflationary
economic life.

Several small revolts which broke out in the chief
cities. of the country in 1942 made this clear. While the
tensions are not nearly so great as in Franco Spain,
where economic collapse in the last 15 years has as-
sumed extremely serious proportions, the “corporate
State” of Salazar has little to show for itself except for
the perennial balanced budget.

As an indication of the continued existence of opposi-
tion it is interesting to note that’in January 1946 when
Salazar—perhaps to please the new democracy-conscious
masters of Europe—suddenly authorized free public
meetings, several political pasrties immediately sprang
into existence and converged on meeting halls. Full-dress
protests against the “new state” were the theme of all

of them, “Democracy, Not Dictatorship” was the cry. A ¢

small newspaper, Republica, which hitherto had a circu-
lation of 5,000, published several articles of protest and,
as a result, the paper’s cireculation soared to 100,000 in
several days. .

This brief respite was too much for Salazar, and was
soon called to a halt. Nothing more was heard for three
years. -

West Kills the Dream

It was the fervent hope of many Portuguese liberals
that, with the completion of the great “war against
fascism,” their own fascist boss Salazar would be elimi-
nated too. This was a hope which, as we know, was
shared by the entire Spanish emigration. It was more
than a hepe; in the middle of 1946 many thought it was
a certainty. But the dream rapidly vanished.

The Western Big Three—the U. S., France and England—
published, in March 1946, a full record of the collaboration
of Franco and Salazar with Hitler. A proclamation gave
the-Allies’ blessing to any overthrow of the Franco regime,
and, by implication, the Salazar regime too, which the
Spanish or’ Portuguese. people might contemplate. Ambas-
sadors. were withdrawn; everyene waited. Nothing hap-
pened; and the Allies turned to more pressing business,
their duty done. The great democratic hopes which the .
war had roused in the minds of millions had been placated; -
this was more than enough.

Nothing more happened until 1949-50. Memories are
very short; when Portugal was incorporated into the
Marshall Plan and NATO, hardly a soul noticed the ap-
parent incongruity of the new alliance between one of
Hitler’s former partners and the Western democracies.

Spain was a slightly different case, however. It was
not only a country ef much more international promis
nence; but it will take more than the passage of time to.
erase the memory of the Civil War of the late ’30s. Con-
sequently, the alliance between Washington and Madrid
had to be concluded outside of the official Aid and De-
fense framework of the Western powers. With Portugal,
on the other hand, such devious routes were unneces-
sary; and no apologies for the action were forthcoming.

These were important developments in Portugal’s re-
cent history. The $50 ‘million in aid which ECA granted
to. Portugal did, as a matter of fact, play a crucial role
in lifting the Portuguese economy out of the economic
trough into which it had sunk in 1948-9. Portugal had

(Continued bottom of next page) .
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“Potential strength”: that is the expression
which comes up most often in conversations with
the militants of the Spanish Resistance; in point
of fact, all the underground organizations are
weak today. The anarchists do not have a thou-
sand real militants .in the whole country, and
each of the other organizations—republicans, so-
cialists, Communists, and POUMists (anti-Stal-
inist left-socialists) —have still fewer. But the
connections.and sympathizers of these organiza-
tions are numbered in the millions.

*'People :don’t ‘want to join organizations,”
[ -was“told ‘by ‘the ‘Barcelona militants. “They
have lost -confidence in political action. -Last
spring most of them .went out into thé street
precisely “because the ‘demonstration had not
been called by anybody. Because they want to
act directly, in their own name. That's some-
thing of a tradition here in Spain.

“Right now the people above all pour ridicule
on the regime. Here are two true stories that
are rather typical:

“Soon after the Barcelona strike, a store-
keeper put into his window a portrait of Gen-
eral Franco with his arms folded. Above it he
wrote: ‘We are all like that.” He was- arrested
but the story made the rounds of the city.

“A few months ago in Madrid, the monar-
chist journal ABC front-paged a portrait of
Franco, and on its second page was an ad for
some agricultural product which included a*pic-
ture of an ox. The two .were so arranged that,
when seen in transparency, the horns of the
animal appeared to decorate the Caudillo’s brow.
There was a scramble for that paper, and finally
it was being sold on the black market for a lot of
money.,”

How Underground Fights

I asked the people I interviewed: “What are
the conditions under which you fight nowadays?”

“We’ve seen tougher periods than this. Until
1944 the penalty of death hung over us. Now it
is quite different, depending on the region or on
the judge you get on your case. There have been
cases where, for running an underground press,
you were condemned to 10 years in prison in
Madrid, while in Barcelona you got off with con-
ditional freedom after three months and then
soon afterward the dossier was miraculously

_.‘lost.” The regime cannot count on its cadres; the

latter keep a weather eye on the future.”

[As reported in LABOR ACTION two weeks
ago, the Franco regime has now again moved,
in a series of trials, to invoke the dedth penalty
against the opposition.—Ed.]

“How are things in the prisons?”

“In Spain prison regimes have always been
Yather liberal, and this has remained so in spite
of Francoism. You don’t get enough to éat, but
you can get food from outside, and during the day
inmates can take sun baths, play ball or read.”

“And how do the police behave?”

"That varies very much depending on the lo-
cality. Sometimes they are brutal and sonte-
times just the reverse. In one village in Cata-
lonia, a militant had received :from France a

- propaganda.
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The Dilemma of the esistance

copy of Victor Serge's Mémoires d'un Révolu-
tionnaire, The police chief to whom the censor-
ship had sent the book called in the militant and
gave it to him, saying: 'Read it and then lend it
to me, please.""

~ The Tragic Dilemma

The tragedy of the Spanish underground,
which is so admirable for its courage and devo-
tion, right now does not lie in"the actual Franco
repression, however.

Fgot a clear impression of this tragedy when
I was intreduced to an old intellectual in Madrid
who had spent 15 years of his life in prison un-
der all the regimes of the last few decades: under
the Primo de Rivera dictatorship in the days of

‘the monarchy, under the right-wing republic in

1935, in the Communist prisons of Valencia in
1938-39, and -finally under PFranco.

“How do you envisage the fall of the re-
gime?’ 1 asked him.

“I see only one possibility,” he replied, “a

coalition of the Resistance movements with the -

monarchists. L don’t look forward to that with
any gladness, believe me, but what’s to be done?
The people cannot overthrow the regime; they
would need arms, and they don’t want any more
civil war. So it’s necessary totake advantage of
the contradictions of the regime. I know, the
monarchy will fail to achieve agrarian reform;
it will try to prevent the democratization of the
country. I know that this would mortgage the
future, but what else is there to do? The first

-thing we have to do is get rid of Franco. After
‘that, perhaps other possibilities will open up.
‘We have been abandoned by the Western derfoc-
-racies, virtually also by the non-Communist la-
-bor movement, and, if we have to count on our

own forces, there is no other outcome.”

‘That more or less is the aHitude of the social-
ists ‘and of the anarchists,. up to and including

‘the republicans, whose very reason for existence

is'the abolition of the monarchy. Strange as it

‘may seem, it was the anarchists who were the

first to make contact with the monarchists, more
exactly, with the pretender Don Juan himself.

‘They abandoned their traditional intransigence,

their slogan of "all or nothing,' and took the road

'of compromise and political maneuver. Are they

still really ‘anarchists?

The Communist Party

“And the Communists?”’ I asked all the Re-
sistance militants I met. “What’s their strength?
Doesn’t your plan of an alliance with the mon-
archists run the risk of playing into their
hands?”

“Certainly, that’s a danger,” they answered.
“They have several trump cards in their hand.
Russia is the only big country which does not
support Franco. That is well-known n Spain
and the Communists take advantage of it in their

"Bui____perhahs @ven more than Russia, it is

‘Franco himself who indirectly helps them. Every

ufldergroun'd action is labeled 'Communist' by
him. That's the way he plays into their hands.
I¥'s-a sure thing that Franco needs their exist-

ovement

‘ence. He presents the alternatives to the world:

either me or the Communists.- And that is ‘fdlse,
for in reality they are not strong. '

“It is indeed typical that the Communists are
most popular in the regions which were in
Franco’s hands during the civil war. Elsewhere
the people have still not forgotten them. Between
1937 and 1939 they were the principal power
in the republican zone. Spain was then-a kind of
forerunner of the ‘popular democracies.’ - 2%

“Furthermore it can be ‘seen:that they act
under orders. In 1944 they tried to overthrow the
regime with two or three thousand partisans
from France. They tried to do it solely.with the. -
forces they controlled and it-wasn’t possible.
‘They should have gotten into the working-class
population of the towns and matured a general
agitation against the regime together with the
other organizations. But then it is certain that
the leadership of the movement would have got-
ten out of their control. Up to 1947 they organ-
ized several resistance centers which were iso-
lated and which they exclusively controlled. Since
then their activity has been very little. :

"“But in one case they would represent a redl
danger: if war broke out and Franco was . still
in power; for then they would crystallize ‘the
whole opposition against the regime. They mus¥
keep that in mind, abroad: in case of war the -
Spanish people will march against Franco in-any
case, no matter whether -he is allied with:the
Western democracies.

“The Communists are isolated right now.
They will remain so after the fall of the regime.
Of course they will then take advantage of the
fact that we are in acoalition with the monar-
chists who supported Franco, but everything will
depend on the forms and duration of this coali-
tion and on our own cleverness.”

‘®

The Spanish Resistance is caught in a tragic
dilemma now. The fact is that only the Commu-
nists get effective help, that they are the only
ones who can plan and act in the role of a world
movement of which they are a part. The demo-
cratic Resistance, thrown back upon itself, dis-
appointed by the Western democracies, with
death in its soul; sees itself forced to make an
alliance—with one of the elements of the regime
in order to replace it.

But the downfall of Franco, for the great
mass of people, means the future of a new Spain’
of greater freedom and justice than the old one,
and the monarchy symbolizes precisely the ob-
scurantist past, the power of the Jesuits, the
maintenance in power of the big inferests, pov=
erty for the great mass of people. Isn’t there
danger that they will'go to swell the ranks:of
the Cominform at the risk of a new terrible
disappointment? '

Spain can make a profoundly authentic and’
original .contribution to Europe. Europe cannot
be a complete whole, and in the long run is in-
conceivable, without the Spanish people. But it
1s necessary that the latter’s burning desire for
liberty and democracy find an echo and support
among the peoples who are lucky enough to live
under greater freedom than they do.

Salazar’s Portugal: the Forgotten Fascism — —

(Continued from page: )

accumulated, during .the war, an enormous gold and
sterling reserve, on the basis of which it had managed to
stagger through. the years following the war. However,
by 1950 this accumulation had largely been drained. This
fact, added to a bad harvest in 1949, poséd asvery serious
problem to the generally stagnant Portuguese economy.

Whether or not the regime might have fallen under the

weight of these ‘developments can only be conjectured; but
whatever chance may have existed for such 'an eventuality
was certainly extinguished by the ¥imely ECA aid. By the

_ middle of 1951 the economy was in fair shape again.

Despite the deteriorating economic situation the re-
gime held the populace in its customary silence till 1949,
but then something happened which gave them another
‘opportunity to express their distaste for the regime.
Carmono, Salazar’s president, suddenly died, The question
of - selecting his successor was a ticklish one. Salazar,
whose relations with the democracies were only “fair,

could not-afford to handle the matter too brusquely. Some -

sort of apparéntly free election ‘was necessary.

So the floor was open. Several candidates offered

‘themselves for the vacant post. Gomez, a liberal with

some Stalinist leanings, threw in his hat. Meyerbeles,
an old-style Republican, announced his candidacy. And
Salazar’s National Front offered one of its trusted hatch-
etmen, Lopez. It promised to be something of a lively
election if it came off.

But the enthusiasm the two opponents roused appar-
ently convinced Salazar that he was in no position to
offer the voters a great deal of choice. Internal security
obviausly had priority over international proprieties,

His Supreme Court quashed the Gomez: candidacy on
the basis of a law which had been rushed through his
mock parliament at the last moment. Then a method was
devised for guaranteecing that the election would not be
secret: The ballots were to be made of varying colors de-
pending upon the candidate. The risk invelved in not put-

-ting a green-colored ballot into the box was considerable.

_ There was some talk of Meyerbeles' withdrawing, but
'h"af ‘hung on. The old Monarchist: Party, for the first time
since Salazar came-to_office, refused: to-support one.of his

candidates. Perhaps, withal, a real election was going to
take place, Everyone stood around with bated breath.

As was feared, four days-before'the election Meger-
bgles su:lddenly withdrew his candidacy, to the severe
disappointment of his followers. There has heen conjec-
ture about' the pressure ‘brought to'bear upon Meéyer-
beles by the regime. On the other hand, he may have
become convinced the election results would be rigged
and did not want to abet the farce. At ‘any rate, it
tu rne-.d out to be a one-candidate election. Salazar’s. propa-
gandists claimed that more than 75 per cent of the éligi-
ble electorate (family heads) had voted; but this is &on-
tested. At any rate; outside reporters all agreed that the
election was “apathetic” and “lifeless” and could not be
considered a vote of confidence for Salazar,

This is the regime which governs the counfry in whose
copital the NATO meetings have been held. I+ ‘was, in'fdet,
Salozar's' foreign ‘minister, Cunha, wheo welcomed ‘the “défe- -
‘gates of the ‘Western powers to Lisbon for the discussions
~on’ the subject of how the menace of Communism -to the
“free - world" might best be met.
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Crises

{Continued from page 1)

growth of socialist influence in
Germany, but also to a struggle
inside the German labor move-
ment. The leaders of the largest

" section of the” German labor

movement have endorsed Aden-

" auer’s commitments on rearma-

ment and the inelusion of Ger-

-man units in a future Eunropean

army.

But the rank-and-file opposi-
tion to their stand has assumed
proportions which - justify the
‘term “rebellion” in a dispatch by
“Prew Middleton to the New York
Times dated Mareh 3. “At a meet-
ing of local union leaders from

Horsemeat

And Porkchops

Did you notice how the horse-

- burger stories were played up on

the front pages? And how the
authorities, for a change, were
really on the ball in hunting

" down the culprits?

In contrast, have you observed
how the news about the packers,
including the biggest ones, cheat-
ing by leaving two to three inches
of fat on high-priced pork loins

. and butts, was played down and
quickly dropped out of the pa-

pers? You may have read that
they were accused of violating the
law which requires no more than
one-half inch layer of fat.

It’s pretty certain that the pork
-cheating. cost consumers a good
many million dollars more than
the horseburger hoax. But, so far,
the law-breakers palming off
horse-meat as beef, have turned
out to be small fry. Palming off
lard as meat, however, is per-
petrated in the first instance by
packers—who never tire of telling
the public how “legitimate” they

T are.

_.Can it be that the big reason
why the pork cheat is not impor-
tant news is because the packers
are buyers of big newspaper,
magazine and radio advertising?
Also, as in some cases, because
the board directors of some of the
big newspapers are also directors
in the packing industry?

— United Packinghouse
Workers (CIO).
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all over West Germany held re-
cently at Duesseldorf,” he writes,
“speaker after speaker arose to
denounce the national leadership
of the trade unions for having
accepted the rearmament plans of
the government.” .

As the most recent test of Ger-
man opinion on the rearmament
question, all eyes ‘have been
turned on the elections to a con-
stitutent assembly for the recent-
ly consolidated ‘states of South-
western Germany held on March
9. Yet the results of this election
were so inconclusive as to pro-
duce what amounts to a journal-
istic curiosity in two pillars of
conservative American journal-
ism, the New York Times, and
the New York Herald Tribune.
Both these papers support the
rearmament of Western Ger-
many. Yet here are their respec-
tive headlines on the elections
appearing on _the same day
(March 10).

New York Herald Tribune: "Ger-
mans' Vote Backs Bonn on Plan to
Rearm; Election in New Southwest
State Favors Adenauer; Tally Is
Unofficial One."

New York Times: "German Vote

Hints Strong Opposition to Rearm-

Gain for the Socialists, Who Made
Defense and Election lssue; Aden-
aver Party Slumps.”

Strangely enough, the news
stories under these headlines jus-
tify both of them, and show the
inconclusive state of mind in Ger-
many on the issue of rearmament.
The SPD gained substantially
over its vote for the federal par-
liament in 1949, and Adenauer’s
Christian-Democrats lost propor-
‘tionately. But the Free Demo-
crats, who are in a coalition gov-
ernment with the Christian-Dem-
ocrats, held their own, and the
two parties which appeal mainly
to refugees from the former
Eastern territories polled heavy
votes. Although they often co-
operate with the SPD on social
questions, they have stood with
Adenauer on matters like the
Schuman Plan and generally tend
to support rearmament.

Further, the SPD lost about
half the gains they had made in
local elections between 1949 and
1950. Yet it is impossible to say
without further information
whether this loss has any relation
to their stand on rearmament, or
whether it is due to the difference
between the kind of vote obtained
in local as against national elec-
tions.

in France, Germany — —

1+ should be emphasized once
more that the debate on rearma-
“ment in Western Germany is still
being held in an economic vacuum,
as it'were. In France it is the eco-
nomic effects of rearmament which
are paralyzing the political life of
the nation, and in Britain it is also
the actual economic impact of re-
armament which has given such
strength to the Bevan tendency
in the Labor Party. Even without
this, the SPD has been able to de-

‘velop great-support on the rearm-

ament issue in Germany. If the
Adenauer government actually
succeeds in passing ifs rearma-
ment program through the Bunde-
stag it is quite probable that the
economic consequences will
strengthen the Social-Democratic
opposition.

At the moment it appears,
therefore, that short of war the
most tragic effects of the rearm-
ament program will be produced
in France. This is due to the lack
of a powerful and really progres-
sive socialist movement in that
country which is capable of uti-
lizing the economic crisis imposed
on it by the drive for rearmament
for the purpose of mobilizing po-

A

Pickpocket Reform .

On January 27 the Rumanian
government announced a drastic
currency reform. All money in
circulation was called in and the
new currency was pegged to the
gold ruble (2.80 lei=1 gold ruble).
The old lei was to be exchanged
at a variable rate, ranging from
20 to 400 old leis for one new one,

_“Class alien elements,” “kulaks”.

and private individuals fared
worst, having to exchange either
all their money, or all of it over
3000 lei, at the latter rate. :

This “reform” cut Rumania’s
purchasing power by more than
two-thirds and wiped out most
savings. The allegation that the
measure was due to “inflationary
pressure caused by speculators
and hoarders,” coupled with the
warning that its infringement
would be penalized as “economic
sabotage,” indicates to what use
the currency reform will be put.

In this, the Rumanian Stalinist
regime follows in the footsteps of

the Polish, whose “currency re- # «

form” was also used to bring
down the workers’ standard of

S il livi not ly that of the
litical opposition to the conserva- u;;?fl’{s.n i * 9
tive government. Y 7
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ing Plans; Poll in New State Shows

The Four Horsemen in Detroit — —

(Continued from page n
minority of old-timers whose years of fighting for unionism

and fighting against Stalinism give them a sound approach-

to defeating Stalinism . . . and many Negro workers who
were determined to prgvent any Negroes from being the
victims of mob action. )

Among the plants where trouble took place were Mid-
land Steel, Hudson, DeSoto, Metal Products, Dodge, Cadil-
lac, Briggs, and Chrysler.

The kind of tension and trouble that marked Detroit
this past week was illustrated best perhaps by the case of
Leon Englund, a former Stalinist, who is an active member
of Local 7. He is a Negro.

Since 1947, when Englund publicly broke with the Com-
munist Party, he has been a staunch right-winger. This
meant nothing to the vast majority of workers in his divi-
sion, for on Monday morning, the fact that he had been
named as a Communist in 1947 was enough. All day Mon-
day, shop leaders argued; they were abused and cursed,
and called "Communists” and "N----r lovers,” as they
tried to keep the predominantly Southern workers from
running Englund from the plant.

On Tuesday morning, his co-workers, around 100 Ne-
groes in that division, were determined to keep him work-
ing. A larger number of whites were determined to run
him out. To prevent a riot, union leaders asked him to leave
the plant, and he did. -

Race Hate Boils Up

A meeting of the entire local union leadership was
called, and a strong stand was taken to uphold the official
UAW position, which says: '

“The UAW-CIO is opposed to violence in any form that
attempts to substitute for democratic processes. Violent
action that deprives individuals of their demonatic rights
is the weapon of totalitarians themselves. It is not a wea-
pon of democracy.

"We canno? defeat the Communists or the adherents
of other forms of totalitarianism by falling into the trap
of using their own tactics. . )

“The democracy of our union and of our nation is
strong enough to bring to justice any person who gives
reason to believe that he is engaging in subversive activi-
ties or is otherwise engaging in conduct detrimental to the
best interests of our union.”

Many local unions did as Chrysler 7. They issued the
UAW statement as a leaflet, and called on the workers to
stick to their union and its constitution. For this attempt,
these leaders were abused, red-baited, and finally found
themselves lost in the tide of passion. By the end of the
week, every suspected Stalinist was out of work. In the
case of Englund, his public denials, the firm stand of the
union, and a feature story in the Detroit News enabled
him to come back to work and remain. In another part of
the Chrysler plant, this was not the case for another Negro
named as a Communist. He also denied it, but at present
to no avail.

~ What was especially tragic about the Chrysler situation
was the vicious anti-Negro sentiments, the obscene anti-
Negro comments, that spread throughout the plants. An

effigy of one Negro was hung up. In other plants, workers
came in with répes, just as in the deep South.

*_In another plant, where the local union president is Jew-
ish, vulgar anti-Semitic signs were posted or scrawled on
bulletin boards. I+ was a week of hate and fear and violent
anger. Many a committeeman or steward was threatened
for defending the union position.

The auto corporations, usually. so quick to discipline or
fire workers for engaging in “wild-cats,” tolerated the law-
lessness. They used it to further divide the workers in the
shops. Outside of the policy statement, the top UAW-CIO
officials were silent,. They didn’t display the vigor shown
at times against unauthorized strikes. .

Today the UAW stands torn by bitter internal dissen-
sions, a seething cauldron of emotional reactions. The

- whole week was a body blow to the UAW’s democratic

Itraditions.

Will Reuther Give the Cue?

Nor is the end in sight. This week the congressional.
committee returns. Its announced target is Ford Local 600.

Subpoenas have been issued to many officials, including

Dave Averill, editor of Ford Facts, Shelton Tappes, now.
on the international union staff, and Jimmy Watts, who
brought five minor officials at Ford 600 up on charges as
Communists. b

What the exact course of developments shall be, no one:
knows. What effect further hearings will have in inflaming
the city is a matter of conjecture. The outlook is dark.

This past week the Detroit edition of the Pittsburgh”
Courier carried a strong defense of Rev. Charles Hill,
signed by most prominent Negro ministers. No Detroit
newspaper carried the blast at the congressional commit-
tee by the Americans for Democratic Action. '

Walter P. Reuther, UAW president, has wired the com-
mittee for the right to testify in the hearings. In his mes-
sage Reuther said, “In nearly all local unions, Communist
influence has been eliminated. It has been generally recog-.
nized that we have successfully eliminated Communist ite-
fluence at the top level of our international union.”

Congressman Potter replied, “As far as I'm concerned,
he can testify. I don’t know how much he knows about
Communist organizations but he has been fighting them,
so I’d be very happy to have him appear.” No formal de-
cision of the committee on Reuther’s demand has been
made yet.

This situation places a grave responsibility on Reuther.
As yet the UAW leadership has not directly criticized the
conduct or results of the hearings. Will Reuther roll witls
the punch? Will he try to take the play away from the
committee as being more "anti-Communist” than it? Will
he vigorously defend the present UAW stand on demo-
cratic rights for Stalinists? Speculation, opinions in ad-
vance or faith in Reuther are beside the point. The events
of the week will speak for_themselves.

This much is certain. The entire UAW secondary lead-
ership will take its future cue from Reuther and his stand.’
Unless he strongly defends the traditional views of the
UAW, the secondary leaders will retreat, and a debacle
for democratic rights is inevitable. ;

Perhaps the fate of the UAW is at stake here.
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