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| WILL TRUMAN
USE THE BOMB?

Hanging over the Korean war is this question among others: Will
Truman use the atom bomb?

The question is in the air. The head of theg British- Atomic Scien-
tists’ Association, Dr. Peierls, has said that it “should.be out of the
question.” The mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the governor
of Hiroshima province have called on the U. S. not to use it.

But the decision is still up in the air. Winston Churchill has made
a speech in which he again confesses the bankruptey of Western
capitalism with the admission that “only Ameriea’s atomic bomb
stockpile stands between Europe and subjugation by the Kremlin”
(as the N. Y. Herald Tribune reports it, not quoting). A British Tory
MP and a U. S. congressman have called for it to be dropped.

Truman has said nothing—in connection with the A-bomb and the
Korean war, But he has said plenty on the subject before. Few men have
been as brash as he in justifying the dropping of its wholesale slaughter

_on-Japan, even after official government surveys revealed ex post facto

In the same way as a luxury liner is trimmed and stripped down for conversion
into a troop transport, the U. S. and its economy are again being stripped down for war,
only five years since the last war ended.

Among the first things to be jettisoned are democratic rights, hard-won economic
gains of the working people, social legislation in which labor is interested, and govern-
ment aid-toward improving the standard of living. The war in Korea is still undeclared ;
officially it still has the status of a “police action.” But all the anti-working-class accom-

“4hat Japan was going to surrender even before the big A fell. “And |

would do it again," he has reiterated since then.

His justification? It saved American lives, he claims.

On the basis of Truman’s defense of the A-bomb over Japan, why
should he not order it to be dropped on the North Koreans? American
soldiers are being killed in the Korean “slaughterhouse,” are they not?

In backhand fashion, American hesitations to use the monstrous
weapon in_this war®cast a light on the enormity of its use in 1945. They
also light up the blind alley of U. S. politics at the present time.

Many of the objections to using the A-bomb from the sources men-
tioned above are based on practical military considerations. Dr.
Peierls, for example, argued that it would be “most ineffective” espe-
cially because North Korea lacks vital industrial centers. If such
were the decisive factors, it would be a purely military decision.

But as a matter of fact, a powerful force restraining the hand
of Truman (who even sometimes gives the impression that he likes
to pose as Jupiter with the atomic lightnisfi in his grasp) is peliti-
cal. The U. S. has few shreds of prestige left in the Far East. Let

it drop the bomb and lack of pres-
tige could turn to raging hatred
—revulsion not only in the Far
Iast but throughout Europe, let
alone the U. S.

And yet, the A-bomb has been
so large a part of U. S. foreign
policy—for lack of any other ap-
peal it can make—that there is
no reason at all for confidence
that Washington will not commit
the crime.

Men have perhaps recoiled from

the A-bomb more as a symbel than
on the basis of logic. It is only too
easy to write one of those tough-
minded Burnham-type demonstra-
tions that an A-bomb is no worse
morally than a napalm bomb which
burns men alive inside a tank. And
yet it is those who reccil who are
right.
. It is partly because the atom
bomb is more useful to slaughter
civilians than to kill soldiers. It is
partly because it threatens not
only. lives but civilization itself.
It is partly because it epitomizes
what modern war has become in
all its aspects,

Without depreciating these, it
is. also true that the direct politi-
cal effect of using the A-bomb in
Korea would be the final confes-
gion that the U. S. has nothing
else to offer to counter totalitari-
an Stalinism. But that is exactly
why. its threat is still in the air.

And those lost souls who were
against imperialism up #o yester-
day and new find that there is no
alternative to supporting the U. S.

—will they be able to think of a'

"practical” alternative to Tru-
man's decision if it comes?

%&9@_3._.-_.__..___._______._' e

paniments of war are beginning to make themselves felt hand in hand with this “police

action.”
e Even preceding his message to
Congress on Wednesday, President
Truman struck the first blow on
the economic field against the
country's No. 1 social need—hous-
ing. Using his executive powers, he
issued directives which will "imme-
diately curb the spending of the
Housing and Home Finance Agen-
cy, the Veterans Administration
and the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation in the housing field.,”
according to the N. Y. Times on
the morning of Truman's message.
The maximum amount of mort-
gage insurance allowed on a prop-
erty will be reduced by 5 per cent,

DETROIT LABOR AND KOREA—

UAW Leaders Fall in Line

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, July 16—From boom-
crazy to war-worry has been the
sudden turn of character of this
vast industrial center, with its
hopped-up auto production reach-
ing new and dizzy heights, a man-
ufacturers' race %o build them
while steel and other metals are
available,

Just one month ago, auto man-
ufacturers were establishing new
production, records, with many if
not all plants working six days a
week, and some departments on a
seven-day schedule.

Unable to win genuine wage
increases, in relation to the grow-
ing cost of living, the auto work-
ers were making out by the fact
that on Saturdays they were get-
ting time and a half.

The usual spring rush of sales
did not have its summer leveling-
off. Cars were becoming hard to
get one month ago.

And then came the Korean crisis
and the military campaign.

Within a week, car prices shot
up from $200 to $1,000 above list
prices. Either you took a beating
on your frade-in or you didn't get
an expected delivery. This past

week dealers quit taking orders

on some of the low-priced makes
—+too much #rouble.

Some of the major manufac-
turers like Chrysler suggested the
union approve a 9-hour day, six
days a week.

As part of the inevitable proe-
ess, observed everywhere, meat
prices took another leap skyward.
Garages sold out their stock of
tires. Sears. Roebuck sold every
tire it had last Saturday.

Turning from thoughts of va-
cations and trips and a good liv-
ing, the people began to get ready
to beat the game. “Ain’t gonna
get caught this time without tires
or a good car!”

It's every man for himself and
tough luck for the last one. Sure-
1y, no nation was ever as poorly
prepared, unless it was France
in 1939, for a major political
erisis as America today, if De-
troit is any reflection of the coun-
try_.

L ]

LOYALTY OATH AT FORD

Like the military brass hats
and the Washington politicians,
the labor leaders were caught
compietely by surprise by events.
But some of them knew how to

thus requiring the purchaser to
increase his cash-down payment
by the same amount. To quakfy
for FHA loans for modernization
and repairs, a 10 per cent cash-
down payment will now be needed
(none before). Credits for home
financing institutions will be re-
duced “substantially.” The start-
ing of new public housing will be
held down to not more than 30,000
dwelling units in the first six
months of fiscal 1950—a pittance
compared with the proclaimed
need. Commitments already made
for construction loans to educa-
tional institutions are suspended.

take factional advantage of the
new situation.

Big Ford Local 600 has been
quite a thorn in the side of the
Reuther leadership. Most of the
officers and General Council were
anti-Reuther, in a conglomoration

of Stalinists, independents, em- -

bittered opponents of the past,

and the usual run of “outs,” who

had just squeezed in.

Carl Stellato, the pro-Reuther
president, was having his hands
full, especially since the UAW
was facing speed-up problems
and the threat of seme important
decentralization of Ford produc-
tion.

Facing this kind of dilemma,
Stellato utilized the Korean war to
isolate his vociferous Stalinist op-
ponents and make everyone else
fall in line. Aided by the Reuther
leadership, Stellato introduced o
loyalty oath for all 800 officials.
1+ demanded 100 per cent approv-
al of President Truman's program
on Korea, it demanded 100 per
cent support of all CIO policy,
and it threatened any official with
expulsion who did not sign a
pledge of allegiance to this entire
program. -Another significant pro-

(Turn to last page)
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Truman’s message to Congress,

scheduled for Wednesday, July 19,

afternoon, comes too late to be

discussed in this issue. Next week!

—Ed,

. S

Against this prime need of the
people, Truman’s action has been
swift. Price rollbacks, profit con-
trol and other measures which
will be demanded by labor are—
and according to administration
spokesmen, will be for an indefi-
nite time—merely talked about.

® The dictatorially decreed, legal-
ty unchallengeable attorney gen-
eral's "subversive” blacklist, which
has the president's approval, is
now being applied to the armed
forces.

According to special regulation
660-220-1, either membership or
“sympathetic association with”
any of the 175 organizations ar-
bitrarily characterized by the at-
torney general as “totalitarian,
fascist, Communist, subversive,
or as having adopted a policy to
deny others their rights under the
Constitution of the United States,
or which seek to alter the form
of* government of the United
States by unconstitutional means
is grounds for a ‘“prima facie
case of disloyalty.” Possible con-
sequences of membership or
‘.‘sym_pathy” include discharge and
imprisonment.

The organizations on the attor-
ney general’s list have been given
no opportunity whatsoever to de-
fend themselves or even to know
the grounds for being listed. This
totalitarian technique, plus the
“guilt by association” clause, has
been taken over lock, stock and
barrel by the armed forces. Fur-

(Turn to last page)

“ I never saw such a use-
less damned war in all my
life," said a ''grimy, be-
whiskered, bloodshot - eyed
officer” on the Korea front,
according fo an AP dispafch
I\N. Y. Times, July 13).
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Splt F};;M_Their F ye First
And Then Talk to Them™!

By WALTER JASON

The auto workers’ president,
Walter P. Reuther, and his whole
political following are seeking to
convince themselves that the com-
ing all-out war with Stalinism can
be fought, under the present na-
tional leadership, as a war of de-
mocracy against totalitarianism,
and victory is assured.

In any such war, psychological
warfare—as the fancy name  for
paolitical propaganda is called these
days—is destined to play a major
role in the eyes of the pro-war
social-democrats.

On this aspect, we would like
to recommend a few guotations
by authoritative American leaders
as the subject for some thought,

Recently General Bedell Smith.
former ambassador to Russia, tes-
tified before Congress on the ques-
tion of a real psychological wai-
fare against Stalinism with the
use of the “Voice of America™ pro-
gram.

In passing he made quite a
commentary on the thinking of
the military leaders of this coun-
try during World War II. He said
that when he was ordered to add
a psychological-warfare staff to his
command in World War II “I
thought it was a group of crack-

pots. I paid dearly for-that. and
I have learned.” He said his ex-
perience in Russia changed his
mind about the subject.

“In the army we've talked a
lot about mordle, but we always
translated it in terms of good food
for the soldier, good hospitaliza-
tion, good quarters and the like
[an idea that was modern in the
time of Frederick the Great—W
J.1. We never thought in terms of
the psychological. although we
know civil wars are the most vio-

lently fought because those are-”

the only wars in which those do-
ing the fighting really understand
why they are fighting.”

“SPIT IN THEIR EYE!”

In his otherwise objective arti-
cle on America’s military weak-
ness in the current issue of the
Saturday Evening Post, Hanson
W. Baldwin ignores that basic
point. To “understand why they
are fighting,” to “believe in it"—
it is clear that studies of Trotsky's
military views at the military
colleges have stuck in the minds
of the brass.

The other side of this coin is

- {0 make the opponents disbelieve

in what they are fighting for; and
the psychological failure in World

Democracy Lives On: Rhee
Insists Gabinet Visit Him

Where is the South Korean gov-
ernment? ] oo

In a.. UP dispatch datelined
“Somewhere in Korea” in the N.
Y. Herald Tribune, July 14, we
are informed that there still is
one, in a manner of speaking.

Syngman Rhee “has retired to

& small town in South Korea for.

his personal safety” where he

wails “impatiently”™ to resume his
power. When -Seoul was aban- .
doned, “an emergency capital was

set up in Taejon, but the presi-
dent went into hiding.”

- “The cabinet meets here once in
a while,” he said. “I insisted on
that., Otherwise they could not
keep me here.”

The BEST recent book
| on the labor movement—

a__'_'Tl‘lE UAW and
Walter Reuther"

by
irving Howe and B. J. Widick

$3.00 Random House

Order from:

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Square

Long Island City 1, N, Y.

SPECIAL
COMBINATION
- OFFER!
Books and Pamphlets
by Leon Trotsky

The Permanent Revolu-

BIOT. oo nnssrasss ossscarirsuscanisd $3.50
The New Course .......... 150
Marxism in the U. S. ... .35
"The Lesson of Spain ...... .25

Trade Unions in the Ep-
och of Imperialist De-

25

Fasecism, What It Is,
How to Fight It ......... .15

ALL FOR ONLY $5.00

T.abor Action Book Service
4 Court Square
' Long Island City 1, N. Y.

“Oh.” Mr.
have a government.”
[ ]

While the headlines scream that
the Stalinists are shooting Amer-
ican prisoners, buriéd paragraphs
in the news continue to report the
atrocities on the other side of the
lines. Firing squads are working
overtime in South Korea, Since
the war began. “more than 1200
Communist spies and guerrillas™
have been executed,

At the same time other dis-
patches plainly state that the South
Korean police chief, Kim Tai Sun,
admits that men are thus executed
on suspicion alone, without even
moral certainty, let alone a trial.

“Jittery GIs who have been at-
tacked by ‘gooks’—as they call the
North Korean Communists—now
are understandably inclined to fire
first and ask questions later when
meeting any distinguished - look-
ing [!l Korean.” reports Margue-
rite Higgins, in the N. Y. Herald
Tribune, July 14.

In the Britishr Parliament, Labor
MP Emrys Hughes asked the
prime mirdster to see that reports
of North Korean atrocities were
balanced by the “very substan-
tial™ reports of atrocities commit-
ted by the South against the North.
Attlee replied that the point was
“irrelevant.”

[ ]

But he's having a wonderful
time, General MacArthur is.

“It might be suspected the ma-
jor change now is that General
MacArthur is more interested in
his job. He seems ten years young-
er...."” (Herald Tribune, July 16.)

Rhee added, “we still-

War IT was obvious.

How about the coming struggle
with Stalinism?

After an interview with General
Douglas MacArthur, reporter Jack
MacCardle wrote the following:
“General MacArthur thinks the
West has made a bad mistake in
ireating the Russians as Western-
ers. He regards them as Orientals,
as Mongols. And, as such, his own
formula is to spit in their eye first
and then talk to them.”

Imagine the effect of that staje-
ment beamed on the Voice of
America program to Russia and
io the Asiatic peoples! The State
Department need not worry about
broadcasting those views. The Sta-
linist press throughout the world
will do so, willingly and with glee,

Was this just a slip of the tongue,
ar. off-the-record statement? Per-
haps just a MacArthur deviation?

Averell Harriman, President
Truman's “Harry Hopkins,” who
has had much' personal experience
with the Russians, is quoted in the
New York. Times of July 2: “He

' congiders the Kremlin leaders and

the Russians as a whole to be
barbarians.” What the Stalinists
will do with that statement in
contrast to Harriman's fattering
pro-Russian statements during the
last war hardly needs belaboring.

DIXIECRAT STUFF

The extent to which this chau-
vinistic and Hitlerian 'idea (as
Professor Pushkarev of Yale has
pointed out in the Times of July
16) has gripped all® circles of
American leadership was illustrat-
ed graphically by the usually calm
and objective Hanson W. Baldwin,
one of the nation's leadmg mili-
tary critics.

Writing in the N. Y. Times on
Friday, July 14, Baldwin says: “We
are facing an army of barbarians
in Korea, but they are barbarians
as trained, as relentless, as reck-
less of life and as skilled in the
tactics of the kind of war they
fisht as the hordes of Genghis
Khan.” ¥

Leaving aside the important ex-
ample of fear of Stalinism ex-
pressed in the analogy to the in-
vincible Genghis Khan, Baldwin
insults all the “allies” of America
in Korea—unless he is willing to
explain that any South Korean
who fights well does so because he
is not a barbarian, but the North
Korean is a barbarian because he
does fight well!

When the Dixiecrats used reac-
tionary ideas of this sort to beat
down the bill to give Hawaii state-
hood, the alibi of the Reuther type
was that this did not represent
majority thinking in the national
government.

. What aboul the new evidence
in the form of authoritative lead-
ers speaking Dixiecrat language?
We expect only silence from the
social-democrats.

The new Voice of American will
be not the least of Stalin's allies
in the future period. Such reac-
tionary ideas are precisely grist to
Stalin’s mill. strengthening Mos-
cow’s totalitarian hold over its
oppressed masses in the world.

As for a war of democracy
against totalitarianism? It's hard-
ly an auspicious beginning. Be-
sides, didn't we all go through
with that act not very long ago?

Nane
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NMU Curran Leadership Hits Alien Seamen

The following report on recent

issues in the National Maritime
Union is from the July number
of the CDU Bulletin. The CDU
(Committee for Democratic Un-
ionism) is the progressive group
in the NMU which is opposed
both to President Joe Curran's
dictatorial administration and to
the Stalinist forces in that union.
—Ed.
®

The National Council has an-
nounced that as of July 21, non-
resident aliens will be forced to
retire their books in the NMU. To
Joseph Curran and fhe reactionary
element among the membership,
this may seem an easy way to
solve the growing unemployment
problem, but such a proposal
which would amputate one seg-
ment of the membership, is com-
pletely contrary to the fundamen-
tal principles of trade-union or-
ganization.

In the maritime labor unions
today, it must be recognized that
there are a proportion of aliens
who have been sailing American-
flag ships with no intention of
ever becoming citizens. However,
there are a good -proportion of
non-citizens -who have not been
able to compléte five years’ sea
time aboard America-flag vessels,
due to decrease in shipping, and
who have therefore been unable
to obtain their first papers.

There are many loyal NMU
alien members who have been
sailing foreign ships for some
time and this number will be sub-
stantially increased when the
alien quota reverts to the pre-war
figure in June. Had the National
Office been responsive to the in-
sistence of ships’ crews that a for-
eign-flag department of the union

be organized, these alien brothers
would have been a solid core of
union - conscious seamen sailing
foreign-flag ships. They would
have been leaders in the strug-
gle against the scurvy conditions
and miserable wages that exist
on most Panamanian ships.

Here again, our wunion has
missed the bus due to the short-
sightedness and narrow approach
of the officials. It must be re-
membered that if fthe officials
force the aliens to quit the union,
they will be handinig some of our
best men a bad deal which will
sour many of them on organiza-
tional matters in the future.

Curran claims that the last con-
vention adopted a resolution em-
powering the National Council to
arbitrarily retire the books of all
alien members (when they, the
Council, saw fit) who could not
show proof of having citizenship;
also that this resolution was over- _
whelmingly ratified by referen-
dum vote of the membership. Ac-
tually, the only reference to aliens
at the last convention was buried
in a voluminous report of the
president, and was not discussed.

Contrary to figures listed by
Curran in his “Pilot” column,
“Passing the Word,” May 18 issue;
the pre-war alien gquotas aboard
American - flag vessels are: On
passenger vessels, 10 per cent of
the entire crew may be aliens
carried in the-steward's depart-
ment only; on privately owned
vessels, 25 per cent of the unli-
censed crew may be aliens carried
in any department; on subsidized
vessels, none are to be carried.
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of Chicago.

dance hall

roast and folk songs.

roasts and folk songs.

deposit to:
Socialist Youth League

Chicago, lllinois

~ full ten days.

* COME TO THE WISCONSIN... .|
SUMMER CAMP-SCHOOL! - |-

The Socialist Youth League and the Independent Socialist
League are sponsoring for the benefit of their comrades dnd
friends a national camp and school during the week of Septem- -
ber 7-17. The encampment is being held at the Workman's "]
Benefit Fund’s Recreation Camp at Genoa City, located in pic-+"
turesque Southern Wisconsin, about fifty-five miles northwest

Every feature of this encampment contributes to making it one
of the mos? worthwhile educational and recreu!ioncl.prpieg'{.s
held by the SYL and ISL, and it gives promise of being a stimula-
ting and pleasurable ten days. Many comrades and friends from
all' parts of the country will attend and we will have an.oppor-

__}um!v of meeting new and old freinds, exchanging ideas, and en-
joying a healthy spirit of comradeship.

The camp itself covers an area of 235 acres of woodland,
farm area, fields, and camp sites. The living quarters are ample
and pleasant, with clean private rooms and modern toilet facili-
ties. Choice foods that are excellently prepared in “old German
style” are served in cafeteria fashion in a large dining hall. .

Among the camp's attractive features are bowling alleys,
with juke box, a cold-water swimming pond, baseball
diamond, indoor and outdoor facilities for holding classes, rath-
skellar serving the best Milwaukee brews, and the broad expanses
in which to enjoy the healthful Wisconsin climate.

There will be a full program of socialist education and dis-
cussion, cultural and social activities of various sorts, as well
as an extensive recreational program.

Our educational program as it is tentatively set up will con-
sist of a series of five lectures by Hal Draper on contemporary
critics of Marxism (including Hook and John Dewey) and a series
of five lectures by Max Shachtman including: America in Europe
and Social Democracy in Power. A debate will take place between
Shachtman and Draper on political-action policy.

A thorough recreational and social program is now being
worked out. It will include various sports activities such as base-
ball, touch football, *volleyball, swimming, ete. We also intend
to have some social activity each evening—camp fires—weenie

The great value of this ecamp for individual friends and
members of the ISL and SYL and the or ganizations themselves

Why not make this your summer vacation? Fill out the enclosed
application blank (including whatever communications, questions
and/or suggestions you may have) and mail it with-a five do!lqr

Post Office Box No. 8112

The deposit will enable us to make a down payment on the
total expense to the owners of the camp. The cost per individual
for the entire encampment will be $40 (including your deposit).
$5 per day will be the cost for seven days or less.

‘Come up for one of the week-ends if you eannot mdKe the
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‘Norman Thomas Group Gives Uncritical Support—

By PHILIP COEEN

The Socialist Party, in a unani-
mous resolution of its National
Action Committee, made public by
Norman Thomas, has jumped
wholeheartedly on the war band-
wagon in support of American im-
perialism in Korea.

Unlike most SP resolutions,
there are no ifs and buts in this
one. Not since its St. Louis reso-
lution of 1917 has it taken such
a forthright position on a war, The
measure of what has happened to
the “party of Debs” (as they nos-
talgically still like to call it) is
seen in the difference between the
two documents. In 1917 Debs op-
posed THAT imperialist war in
the name of the fight for socialism,
In 1950 Norman Thomas’ SP of-
fers unqualified support in a brief
statement® without a socialist idea

in it.

* There is no criticism of U. S.
policy other than the phrase “des-
pite the mistakes of our govern-
ment in the past and the shortcom-
ings [sic] of the South Korea gov-

Out of the

By HENRY JUDD

Everything’s coming out of
mothballs these days. Our naval
vessels, freighters, bombers and
C-b4s are all being demothed;
whatever equipment remained
from the last war is being given
the treatment. We saw a picture
of 'a machine gun being boiled in
water to
grease on it.

‘Unfortunately, the same may be
said with respect to the political

‘and social ideas beirg advanced

by the American camp in this war.

“They too v dré- emerging from the

‘mothballs; Better if they had been
left there.
A sample was the leaflet drawn

up by, for and about General
MacArthur, published in last
week’s 'LABOR ACTION. We

note how the GIs and their offi-
cers automatically slipped into
use of that contemptible term
“Gooks” in referring to the Kore-
ans. It was used in the last war
to refer to all Asiatics.

We further note that the same
total abserice of political educa-
tion, understanding or compre-
‘hension of what it is all about ex-
ists in the Korean campaign as it
did among the GIs who fought in

World War II. “We gotta lick
’em, the gooks,” seems to be the
idea.

In fact, the true nature of the
“little hot war” is all too clearly
indicated in the attitudes, ideas
and opinions it has already cre-
ated. On the home front, in the
big bourgeois circles there is that
drooling lust for the inflated war
profits and endless war contracts;

~ on the international front, there

is’ that econcept of crushing the
enemy and clamping a lid tight
down upon him before sitting on
the lid itself.

‘Land:

In Korea, as in all of Asia,
land and the peasantry is still
the key social question. It took
the "Stalinist-trained demagogues
from North Korea exactly four
days from the beginning of their
attack to begin a program of
mass land distribution and ex-
propriation of the landlords.

Accompanying this, of course,
is ‘the usual fatal -Stalinist price
‘of a totalitarian dictatorship over
the peasantry and the masses of
the capital city of Seoul, but the
Stalinists showed no hesitation at

Gef ALL your buoks

from

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Square

Long Isiend City 1, N. Y.

We can supply you!
N /

-now?)

dissolve the storage-

ernment...” There is no mention
of the new Truman doctrine to
take military responsibility for
Formosa, Indo-China, the Philip-
pines as well as Korea

That the SP should support the
Korean war is itself not in the
least surprising in view of its evo-
lution in the past years. Even so,
what is noteworthy about its state-
ment is the fact that it does not
even bother to offer “socialistic”
reasons for its stand, The state-
ment could have been written by
any pro-war liberal in the coun-
try.

Its first paragraph straight-
facedly presents the transparent
fable about “President Truman’s
action on Korea in line with the
Security Council's recommenda-
tions...” This is simply dishonest.
The UN okayed Truman’'s military
intervention after the event. The
SP not only falsifies this fact but
has nothing to say about Truman’s
cne-man decision independent of
his own Congress as well as of
the UN.

Mothballs :

instituting the most sweeping so-
cial measures for parfition of fand
and landlord property.

The South Korean government
(by the way, just where is it
indignantly announced—
curses on its ironic fate!—that it
was “just on the eve” of “sweep-
ing land reforms”! Then came
that Sunday dawn. . . . It would
be much too rude to query what
they had been doing the previous
five years.

And, by the by, is it the Amer-
ican intention to patch together
the distributed segments of land
and return them to the landlords,
together with assorted bits of
clothing, furniture and property
which the Stalinists have handed
out to the peasants?

*

Reconsidering:

The effects of the Korean war
are causing much reconsideration
in politieal and governing cireles.
We note that Marshal Tito’s
chief spokesman, hailed as an au-
thority on Marxism-Leninism in
the so-called Fourth International
press, has thrown out some olive

“branch feelers to Marshal Stalin,

stating that if the marshal-in-
chief will only permit his off-
spring to “live in peace,” their
quarrel could easily be patched up
—a simple family dispute, don’t
you know.

The next paragraph is the only
one which presents a reason for
supporting the war. It starts, “De-
spite the mistakes,” etc., as quoted,
and continues: “the one overrid-
ing issue is simple: It is whether
mankind can preserve the little
progress il has made in effective-
ly outlawing military aggression.”
That is all.

What progress in outlawing ag-
gression? The Dutch invaded in
Indonesia, the French in Inde-
China, the Arabs in Israel—and
the UN did nothing or next to
nothing.  .These aggressors were
tolerated by the U.S. and Britain
because they were imperialist
iriends. The UN suddenly becomes
roused to action over aggression
only when that aggression is com-
mitted by the enemy of the U.S.
This is called “progress in effec-

tively outlawing military aggres-
sion” by the Socialist Party. Such
hypocrisy is normal when it comes
from the mouths of the imperial-
ists....

D m i B

| SP Shelves Socialism in Pro-War Resolution

It may also be in order to ques-
tion whether it is “mankind” that
is at the bar or whether it is capi-
talism and capitalist imperialism.
To the plain liberal this considera-
tion would be irrelevant. The SP
—*“socialists”"!—likewise treat it as
irrelevant. As far as its statement
goes, capitalism has nothing to do
with the war.

“The alternative” t{o support,
says the SP, “is a definite re-
lapse to anarchic violence of pow-
erful nations” and their pup-
pets....” The. word “relapse” im-
plies that a different state of af-
fairs obtained up till* now. One
gathers that this existed by wir-
tfue of the very existence of the
futile and impotent UN,  which
springs into action only as a war
alliance and notl as a peace organ-
ization.

For the rest, the SP statement
requests a special meeting of the
UN General Assembly to “still fur-
ther unite a peace-loving world
against aggression.” It actually

Racism Emerges Too

We would hesitate to predict
how Stalin will treat this offer of
peace {otherwise known as capi-
tulation), but a friendly word of
warning ‘is in order to those so-
cialist circles flirting with Tito-
ism. Given hdlf a chance, Tito will
show the real Stalinist stuff of
which he is constructed.

The pitiful remnants of the
“degenerated workers’ state”
movement—that colleétion of in-
dividuals who persist in disgrac-
ing the name of Trotsky—are
confronted by a new erisis. Shall
they defend North Korea (the
march of “progressive” national-
ized property), or shall they.take
a stand against both camps? Re-
ports indicate a state of conflict
and confusion, involving the so-
called International Center of this
organization.

.Embarrassment:

The frantic efforts: of Pandit
Nehru -of India -to bring -about
some kind of ‘mediation .in the Ko-
rean "big little hot war" is proving
most embarrassing o the  Amer-
ican government. Having ‘received
the most terrific- shock -of its: po-
lifical life when the ¢riminal Stal-
inist onslaught first -began,  the
Truman. administration hastily - de-
vised the-program-of pulling-some-
thing out of the mess-by utilizing
it as a cover for launching a par-

tial military and economic ‘mobi-
lization.

But such things take 'tlme, en-

ergy and planning. If, heavens
forbid, serious mediation were to
begin now, what would happen to
the one possible solace and con-
solation (a stepped-up mobiliza-
tion) awhich could still come out
of the sorry story of Korea?
" At this stage, the possibility of
serious negotiations for ecalling
off the whole thing appear remote
indeed. We sympathize with the
dilemma of Nehru, caught be-
tween his realization of A'merican
imperialist unpopularity among
the Asiatic masses (his own in-
cluded), and his fear of Stalinist
onslaughts elsewhere. He really
wants to end it all before. . . .

But with the American govern-
ment anxious to use this conve-
nient cover for making up lost
time, and Stalin just as anxious
to-administer a terrific beating to
the Americans, what chance is

"there at this moment for the

Korean people to find peace and
an end to their torment? Only if
a clear military stalemate devel-
ops, where it becomes plain that
the - Americans cannot be dis-
lodged (nor, for that matter, con-
quer the ‘country), is:it possible
to think seriously of a truce or
negotiated: peace.

But much can happen before
then. We fear that Nehru is chas-
ing illusions.

-stead,

says that Stalin “might be so im-
pressed”. by the Assembly that he
might call off the dogs. The wind-
up is another plea for universal
disarmament.

NOTHING LEFT

In the very same issue of the
Socialist Call (July 7) the semi-
editorial column written by Asso-
ciate Editor Merman Singer gets
a bit more radical. It actually
mentions capitalism and imperial-
ism. Whereas Russia has “acted
with dictatorial precision” in
Asia, he writes, “American activ-
ity has been characterized largely
by an ineffectiveness caused by a
failure to articulate a clear -cut
imperialist policy.” If this is not
an interesting slip of the pen, it
sounds like a demand for a clear-
cut imperialist policy! The thought
of the whole column is so form-
less, however, that the sentence
remains unconnected with any-
thing before or after it.

The SP's treatment of the war
is, finally, topped off by a column
by Norman Thomas describing his
emotions after he awoke on Sun-
day, June 25. But he came through
the experience unscathed: “Fors
{unately for me I had a job to do
that hot Sunday in Broeklyn, and
work helps' to keep us sane.” Fol-
lowing which he presents some
recommendations by which “we
Americans” can prevent this sort
of thing in the future.

Following the recent natienal
convention of the SP, at which
a majority voted down Norman
Thomas's proposal to step running
socialist candidates and to support
the left wing of the Democrats in-
some of the left-wingers:
remaining 'in the orgamization ex-
perienced a brief spell of hope
that leftismm was on the npswing‘
in the moribund organization. The
Social-Democratic Federation had
just turned down the SP's plea for
a merger. There are no illusions
left now.

The Norman Thomas group is
well - past its crossroads. Unani-
mous though may be the position
ol the National Action Committee
(a subcommittee of the National
Executive Committee, not the full
committee), there are still anti-
war elements in the SP, especially
among the young Socialists. It is
hard to imagine that they are go-~
ing to kid ' themselves any more’
about “reforming” the organiza-
tion.

For these comrades there is no
organization in which they can’
continue the fight against war and’
capitalism' except the Independent-’
Socialist League, whieh stands out
as the- socialist opponent of the
war by both capitalism and Sta-
linism.

"Power-Drunk”? U. S. Has a Headache in Asia

By JAMES M. FENWICK

An article by John-G. Wright
on United States policy in the
Far East printed in the July 10
issue of the Socialist Workers
Party’s Militant is very neat con-
firmation of the contention that
if politics can be defined as the
art of the possible for normal po-
litical movements, for the SWP
it is the art of the finished pro-
gram.

“, . . the dominant factor in’
the world situation right now,”
says Wright, “is this. ‘avowed
strategic aim of the power-drunk
Ameriean imperialists and mili-
tarists to gain unchallenged mas-
tery over all of Asia.”

Power-drunk? This is said of a
country which has just witnessed
the debacle of its policy in China,
which up to a few weeks ago had
written off Formosa, which sees
its allies bogged down in ‘Malaya
and Indo-China, and is currently
being run out of Korea. Power-
drunk? Why, up to a few weeks
ago the military considered Korea
as indefensible in any major war.

The fact is that the United

States, far from  having. an
"avowed strategic aim" for' the
Far East, has been improvising, as
recent abrupt switches" in policy
indicate. It is" politically-and mili-
tarily on the defensive and -will
remain so in this area for a long,
long time.

First of all, the United States
has no political program capable
of moving the Asian masses to its
support, second, it has neither the
manpower nor materiel even to
begin to attempt “to gain unchal-
lenged mastery over all of Asia.”
And government leaders realize
it. .

U. S..STRESSES EUROPE

Anyone with political sensitiv-
ity knows that a crisis over Far
Eastern policy is brewing in
Washington. And there is more
evidence of a certain demoraliza-
tion than there is of power-
drunkenness. It is, to pursue
Wright’s figure, a period of sober-
ing up.

It is' characteristic - of Wright's
analysis, incidentally, that with
the exception of a few mild refer-

ences in the last paragraph of a
story which is over.a column and
a helf long not a word is said as
to "the role of Stalinism in Asia,
which has not only manifested a
power-drunkeness --of -its own but
has applied it with stunning suc-
cess since the-end of World War
1L

“The deeper they become in-
volved in Korea, in Formosa, in
Indo-China,” says Wright, refer-
ring to United States imperial-
ists, “all the more subordinate
must-become all their other con-
siderations, calculations and
plans.”

This'is a purely gratuitous as-
sumption having little relation to
reality. The dominant factor is
not the aim of United States im-
perialism “to gain unchallenged
mastery over all of Asia” but to
defeat Russia in the first instance
on the European scene. From the
political, economie, and military
point of view Europe is many
times more important to the
United States in the present june-
ture than'is Asia. Were- Stalin to
gain control ‘of Europe the posi-

tion of the United States would
indeed be perilous.

That is why whatever is thrown
into the Far Eastern struggle will
always be of less importance than
what is directed to the European
continent. In this respect the mo-
tivating argument will be tlee
same as that which gave priority
to the struggle against Hitler in
World War 1I. That this poses
unpleasant dilemmas for the
United States is indubitable, but
such are the contradictions cur-
rently facing United States capi-
talism.

‘Currently the United States

has no intention of permitting
Russia to bleed the United States
white in Asia. The extent of the
commitment of the United States
in the Far East will form the
axis of the impending discussion
of State Department policy. But
that the major emphasis -will be
put on Europe cannot be doubted
—barring, of course, the type of
idiocy which the SWP can afford
but which United States capital-
ism, having more at stake, at
least in a material way, cannot.
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The
ISL Program

in Brief
The Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and

.against the two systems of exploita-

tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
‘economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. lis
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized #o spread the ideas of socialism in
the iabor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the people's lot now
—such as the fight for higher fiving
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are insepuruh'.le.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Get

acquainfed

with the
Independent
Socialist League—

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1
New York

O I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL. 7

O I want to join the ISL.
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Niels Bohr Appeals for an "Open World™

By CARL DARTON

Ag war activities continue to increase in Korea and the United
States prepares to enforce a “Pax Americana'” throughout the wor]_d,
scientists pleadings for international cooperation may seem quixotie.
But the readers of LABOR ACTION should be the last to paint the
finger at such scientists no matter how naive the latter may appear.
As has been pointed out before in this column, the revolutionary im-
pact of science is tremendous if it can be given socialist content.

However, individual scientists often go to tortuous extremes to avoid
drawing the obvious conclusions from their dissatisfaction with capital-
ism. This is illustrated in the July 7 issue of Science (weekly of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science) in an "Open
Letter to the United Nations" by Niels Bohr, a Danish atomic scientist
of international repute. ;

Bohr, over 40 years ago, was one of the original workers on the
structure of the atom. He escaped from Nazi occupied Denmark to
England in 1943. From that time until the use of the first atom bomb
in August 1945, he was associated with nuclear research in both
England and the United States. After the first weapon use of atomic
energy he returned to Denmark and since then has'had no connection
with any secret, military or industrial project in thefield of atomic
energy.

Dgring the war years in the United States Dr. Bohr repeatedly
pleaded with President Roosevelt and the-State Départment to ree-
ognize the revolutionary political and social implications of atomie
energy. The failure of the nations of the world to realize that the
solution .of the atomie problem required insight and concessions be-
yond the usual scope of power politics is known to all.

Despite his recognition of the sterility of the UN in securing any
agreement to eliminate the danger of atomic armament Niels Bohr still
appeals for the nations of the world to attempt to find a way out. ‘As
a solution he appeals for the "ideal of an open world, with common
knowledge about social conditions and technical enterprises, including

-military preparations, in every country." Furthermore it appears to

him "that the countries which had pioneered in the new technical devel-
opment might . . . be in a special position to-take the initiative by a
direct proposal of full mutual openness.” :

By “openness” Bohr apparently means an offer to grant the people
of all nations access to the industrial and social conditions in their
individual countries and the exchange of information which would
result in the growth of each country free from the dangers of modern
technological warfare.

They Don't Want Bohr's World

Bohr admits that this may appear utopian but he sees no other .

way of appealing to the people all over the world who are fighting

for their fundamental rights. He writes that only such aection can sue- -

ceed in “avoiding mortal menaces to civilization and for turning the
progress of science to lasting benefit of all humanity.” And to quote
further: “An open world where each nation can assert itself solely
by the extent to which it can contribute to the common eculture and
is able to help others with experience and resources must be the goal
to be put-above everything else,”

The letter is closed with the following appeal: “The efforts of all
supporters of: international cooperation, individuals as well as na-
tions, will be needed to create in all countries an opinion to voice,

with ever inereasing clarity and strength, the demand for an open

world.” -

If there were a single government today which would step forward
to endorse Dr. Bohr’s sentiments and further to substitute “socialist”
for “open” in the above quotations, then such an appeal could be a
mighty political weapon for peace. Enthusiastic support would be
received from the struggling people throughout the East and. the
rest of the world which weuld be more effective than even the most
modern arms in rallying the Pacific people against Russian-instigated
acts of aggression. : ;

It is the real tragedy of our times that as yet there is no powerful
third force, let alone an existing government, to appeal for an "open"
or socialist world as the ‘alternate to global cenflict. Scientists alone
cannot build that third force but they can be an importent and vital
part of it. 3 :

Neither United States nor Russia wants Niels Bohr's kind of an
“open” world. They want a world open to their kinds of imperialisms
and interventions. In their world there is no room for the open mind
of free science.
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THE PREDICAMENT OF THE TOLERANT, by Horace
M. Kallen. (Harper's, July)

The New School for Social Research profes-
sor and author here propounds the riddle: Shall
the tolerant, in the name of -tolerance, intoler-
antly suppress those who are intolerant? Or
put another way: Should a demoecratic govern-
ment suppress movements which do not believe
in democracy. for others?

The merit of the article is.in the way Pro-
fessor Kallen raises this question. (He scarcely
purports to give an answer. What there is of an
answer is something along the lines that it is in
the nature of a free society that it must learn
to live with this predicament.)

But unlike Sidney Hook’s intermittent ar-
ticles on the question, Kallen does not make out
that it is only the Communist Party’s policies
which raise the question. It is, of course, most
acutely before American liberals with reference
to Stalinism; but Kallen begins, as a matter of
fact, with the Catholiec Church as his first ex-
ample,

Since the Stalinist problem is well known,
here is his dossier on the Catholic approach.

In his book The City of God, St. Augustine
wrote: “That persecution is wrong which believ-
ing men inflict upon the Church of Christ, but
that persecution is right which the Churches of
Christ inflict upor~unbelieving men.”

ions of ¥olerance both within and without his
church, arely defined the predicament of
every ty of tolerance. He stigmatized the
terms of ghis tolerance. .. as ‘the liberal illusion,’
and he @dvised the holders of this illusion:
‘Upon y principles you are bound to tolerate
us; upo rs we are right to persecute you.'”
Comingtto a modern high spokesman of the
Catholi¢ €hurch, he quotes-the late Monseigneur
John A:Ryan’s Catholic Principles of Politics:
“A statefthat is favorable te religion cannot
foster allireligions on equal terms.” It is bound
to “reco, e the true religion. This means the
form of gion proposed by the Catholic faith.”

All other§ would be proscribed, since “error has
not the s@me right as truth.” Therefore Catholic
truth clafims from the American government, as
Pope Leg#XIII wrote in his encyclical on Cath-
olicity infthe United States, “the favor of the
laws andithe patronage of public authority.”

Right Jnow Catholies are in a minority but,
adds Ryam, “constitutions ean be changed, and
nen<a ic #eets may decline to such a point

that theis political proscription become feasible

and expetiient.” Once a Catholic majority is
created, i “could not permit non-Catholic sects
to carry on general propaganda, nor accord their
organizatiens certain privileges that had for-
merly &ténded to all religious corporations ...”
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Statement of Resignation from Danish-CP by Three Trade=Unionists

Thiree leading trade-unionists of the Communist
Party of Denmark vecently resigned from the party,

and the statement which they issued attracts a -

great deal of attention in Europe. The document. is
an interesting one, both for the cogent points it
wmakes and for its many elements of naiveté, We
veproduce it below not as a contribution toward a
deeper understanding of Stalinism but as a con-

tribution toward understanding the ways in.gohich. .

Stalinists learn to break. The authors specifically
say that they do not recant their views, but there
are many things which they were led to see.

The signers are Harry Olsen, Victor Madsen,
and M. Ollgaard Rasmussen, respectively chair-.
man, treasurer and secretary of the Railroad Wovk-
ers Section T,

L ]

With some surprise we have followed the Com-
munist Party’s political development from 1945 up

" till this present day. We have watched how it has .

suffered one election defeat after the other, and
how this defeat culminated temporarily at the last

municipal election in 1950. For Communists it is .

rather humiliating to note this fact. i
" In'spite of the present economic burden with

“which the working class is charged (unemployment-

taxation-a general rise in the cost of living), in
spite of the Courts of Justice’s ineredible ways of
settling the Occupation-time’s criminals, it has not
been possible for the Communist Party to exercise

2 definite influence on the future development of .

the Danish working class. Even the most prole-

tarianized part of the population has not been at-

tracted very much by thé Communist Ideology.
Our opinion on this matter is that our key

leaders are at fault, and that our key leaders have

failed in moments of importance.

The biggest and perhaps most serious mistake
has been made in using methods which perhaps
were justifiable in countries as Russia, Poland, Ru-
mania, etc. However, considering the Danish work-
er’s mentality, these methods must give repercus-
sions in this country.

Time affter time Party orders have been issued,

" which commanded that the Communist section leaders
.and members of the executive bodies should follow

‘the slogans irrespective of whether the results would
harm the leaders in question and thereby our position

_in the trade union movement or not.

"NO MEANS TOO DIRTY" .

Therefore we are irritated when we time after
another receive information of how we shall act,
and the Party demands the orders to be followed
closely, irrespective of any harm which these
might cause. It is a great mistake when a sec-
tional executive body believes that by following the

 Party slogan it can dictate the board .of a trade
-unjon the way the trade union should be managed.

Regards must be paid to the local problems within

.every trade union which must be solved carefully.

* Weé cannot recognize this form for obvious dic-
tatorship, because it is evident that it creates dis-
trast and suspicion among our members. In this
circumstance the defeat, or at any rate the con-
siderable reduction of the Communist Party can

" be traced.

In 1945 we had all chances for winning the con-

. fidence of the people because our program spoke.
the broad population’s cause, but mostly because . .
our real politics at that time were honest and could.

" traitors

axcuse coffidence among the ‘workers. This has al-
tered.in- Jast couple of years.
- No: s-is now too dirty to be used. Bidding

. policy-and disruption are daily happenings, and there-

fore the workers turn from the Party. They feel they
have- heen‘l!ei ‘down.

lt:ihagieoften been said that the trade-union
movementimust be let alone, but ‘we believe very
auchifhats ¢he | Communist  Party-should acknowl-
edge thisfaét: Let the trade union movement’s own
people, {whoihatte been chosen by the members lead

the movenent. -

They:'do-not want any interference from any
quarters;, ‘which only want to come out with the
fishing-rod-in: order to catch an opportunity, and

which. can do harm to the workers’ fight for better

working- .cpmjit’ien s.

- "SOMETHING'ROTTEN"

.. -Anotherieause of the defeat can be found in the

-_ é_.ttitude of the party press towards the develop-
. ment’in: the Eastern European countries. Its at-

titude must:-be supposed to be the attitude of the
leaders"!wéthin the Party. Every day “Land og
Folk,”:the publication of the Communist Party
press,-is exuberant with joy of the clossal develop-
ment whiéh-takes place in the above-mentioned
eountries. }jﬂo}and,-Hungary, Rumania and Czecho-
ia: are uncritically held as models for the

. Danish. working class.

% the party is obviously not aware that
worker‘is inteHigent enough to ask him-
F sd-out, why so many of the leading Com-
munists In_iﬁ‘eu countries disappear from their posts.

It would be strange if the Danish workers can-
not. see there is something rotten in the system.
Nobody will suggest that Communist leaders turn
t@: their countries, when the Communist
Parties  achieve complete power in the Eastern
European countries. The development showsa tend-

_ency of ruthless rivalry for power combined with

a lack of organization talent. The result has been
a definite dictatorship which has more than just a
few point&?in common with the previous Nazi re-
gime. ;

Continually it is asserted that we are not di-
rected by the Cominform (or are we?), but when
this asserfion is maintained, why has a definite
Danish policy not been cultivated, which, based on
Danish -comtlitions,. and on the Danish population’s
mentality, has made honest use of all the construct-
ive forces Which are available in this country? Why
has the party not worked on a policy which has
convinced $he population that here in this country
a real 'democracy could be ereated, in which any
opinion - without risk could be voiced? Nobody has
any. guarantee that an opinion which iz not the
Communist Party’s will not be remembered later
on. ~ 3 '

The regignation from the party by trade union
movement people is not due to an altered outlook,
but it is ajprotest.against the fact that the party

_without any regard .to conditions seek to carry

their poh% threugh within the trade union move-
ment, and'by establishing illegal strikes they put
the strikexs te heavy economic losses, which cannot
be recovered::

It is not'unknown either that Communists with
different views are dropped, and that people who
know the motto: Shut Up And Obey, are favoured
instead.. Wié’ wish to protest in the same way and
do this by resigning from the Communist Party.

U. 5. Forces Latin American People

To Shoulder Burden of Crisis

By JUAN REY

LIMA, Peru, May 15 (Delayed)—
The post-war crisis is severely af-
fecting the Latin American coun-
tries. It does so through the drop
in the price of products and raw
materials for export as well as
through the general depreciation
of currencies in relation to the
dollar. In the first place, there is
the fall in prices of Argentine
meats and cereals, a basic factor
in the Latin American economy,
as well as the fall in Chjlean, Pe-
ruvian and Bolivian minerals.

We have always suffered from
the utopian unreality of the po-
litical autarchy of Peronism in
Argentina and its demagogy on
the *“economic independence” of
the Argentine and all of Latin
America. Peronist expansion bases
itself on . unusual circumstances
and the high prices of Argentine
agricultural products during the
war and post-war period. Now the
Peron government becomes very
“mild” and is negotiating a loan
of $125 million in Washington in
crder to save the Argentine:econ-
omy from collapse as it faces the
impossibility of making payments
to its North American creditors.

The Yankee credits will serve
to cover only the pending Argen-
tine loans in the U. S. and there
will be nothing left over to aug-
ment the industrial potential of
Argentina. Confronted by the de-
preciation of the Argentine peso,
all the social demagogy of Peron
falls away, and now the constant
strikes (longshoremen), refriger-
ator workers, etc.) are challeng-
ing the Bonapartism of Peron and
the official company unions.

The entire weight of the crisis
falls on the shoulders of the work-
ing masses of Latin America. The
fall in prices of Bolivian tin, Chil-
€an copper and the depreciation of
the currencies in relation to the
dollar diminishes the national in-
come and increases the prices for
the articles of prime necessity,
thus lowering the miserable wages
of the workers. Social unrest, the
strikes and fthe political convul-

~sions in Argentina, Chile, Bolivia,
Peru and Venezuela are conse-
quences of “this economic read-
justment,” inflicted by the big
North American monopolies ' in
New York, Chicago, . Detroit, etc.
The Yankee capitalist metropolis
stamps its seal upon and makes

its weight felt in the farthest cor-

ners of Spanish America.

-FBL “TOURISTS”

In spite of the fact that Edward
Miller, assistant secretary of the
State Department for Latin Amer-
ica is a tourist from the “Yankee

- democracy” and makes speeches
educating the Latin-Americans in
“liberal” forms, Yankee interven-
tion in Spanish America is point-

edly reactionary. We are not
speaking only of the matter of
making Latin America feel its
economic dependence on the Yan-
kee overlord; nor of assistance to
the tumbling regime of Peron;
nor of reactionary intervention
into the internal affairs of the tiny
Latin republics. Already the ex-
president of Venezuela, R. Galle-
gos, and his .friend Betancourt
have denounced the intervention
of the State Department and the
Yankee .0il monopolies in over-
throwing the Democratic Action

regime in Venezuela and install-

ing the government of Delgado
Chalbaud, which just dissolved 45
oil workers’ unions for the mere
act of striking. The working con-
ditions in the oil industries in Ve-
nezuela are completely colonial
and the dictatorial regime, official-
ly recognized by the State Depart-
ment, is the servant 'of the mo-
nopolies.

The majority of the Venezuelan
workers supported the » defunct
Democratic Action of Betancourt,
a reformist organization whieh de-
sires to raise the standard of living
of the masses a little. Neverthe-
less, the Delgado regime illegalizes
{rade unions under the prefext
that they are “Communist” and
declares the Communist Party—a
party without great importance in
the country—illegal.

That this procedure is not a
passing incident is shown by the
Yankee technical, economic and
political advisers in Bolivia. Here
the Yankee assessors recommend
the devalution of the money from
42 to 60 and 100 bolivianos in ratio
to the dollar, When the unions
protested against such a measure,
the government declared them
“Communist” and deported them
to Coati, a frigid island in Lake
Titicaca (elevation over 13,000
feet).

PRAYING WITH A CLUB

The campaign against “Commu-
nism” reached such heat that the
“technicians” of the FBI arrived
in an express plane from the U, S.
in order to see an agent of the
Cominform, held by the police,
who turned out to be an old shop-
keeper, frightened and crying,
brought from the eastern forests.
(Meanwhile the real agents cer-
tainly enjoy secufity, perhaps in-
side the Yankee embassy itself.)
Happily, the Bolivian workers’
movement, nationalist in its ma-
jority and scarcely one - quarter
Stalinist, gave a fitting reply to
the “technical experts” of the
FBI by declaring a general strike,
the threat of which stayed totali-
tarian appetites a little and pre-
vented the imminent military blow
which was likewise favored by the
“democratic” Yankees.

yAnd after such procedures—to
which we may add the rapid rec-

rd
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ognition of the totalitarian re-
gimes of Peru and Panama, the
aforementioned regime in Vene-
zuela and in the Caribbean re-
publics, Miller has the temerity
to make speeches to the AFL con-
vention to ask assistance for his
reactionary and pro - totalitarian
policies in Latin America and to
invoke the importance of the Lat-
In American labor movement and
of the CIT, the labor federation.

Frankly, it would be dishonest
to do anything but declare defi-
nitely that this is, a case of a
wolf in sheep's clothing. It ap-
pears that our Yankee “good
neighbors” have learned much
from the Kremlin. They pose as
“friends of the worker” while
beating him from the rear. Or as
the Jesuits say, “A Dios rogando
¥ con el mazo dando” (praying
to God with club in hand),

We have no illusions about Mil-
ler, who wants to pass for a. “lib-
eral” and educate our Spanish
America in “democracy.” But we
have the right and the duty to
explain the truth to the Amer-
ican workers and to ask for their
aid. }

The majority of the Spanish
American workers are anti-Stalin-
ists, inclining toward the nation-
alist "parties, such as Peronism,
Peruvian Aprism, Democratic Ac-
tion in Venezuela, the National
Revolutionary Movement in Bo-
livia, ete.—that is, social-reformists
or socialists of different stripes,
like the respective parties of Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, etc.
Only a tiny sector belongs to Sta-
linism, with the exception per-
haps of Chile, where the Stalin-
ist party acquired a certain im-
portance. :

Nevertheless, the anti-Commu=-

nist campaign favored by Miller
and his FBI friends in Spanish
America serves but two purposes:
first, to make the working masses
submit to the program of eco-
nomic readjustment fostered by
the Yankee monopolies for the
benefit of North American capi-
talism; and second, to disarm the
native proletarian militancy for
the benefit of the Yankee cause
in the coming war. Both the prem-
ises and the methods inspired by
the Yankee overseers are reaction-
ary and lead toward totalitarian-
ism and military dictatorships, pol-
icies which can never help the
U.S. workers without undermin-
ing the bases of democracy in the
U. 8.

However, the U. S. workers, es-
pecially the CIO and AFL unions,
ought to demand and press the
sovernment to end the colonial
policy of the monopolies in Span-
ish America; to stop the  absurd
and reactionary “anti-Communist”
offensive, whose only aim is to
destroy the workers’ unions and
lower the standard of living and
which will result in military dic-
tatorships more friendly to Pe-
ronism than to the “democracy™
which Miller talks about,

Such intervention not only will
not destroy incipient Stalinism
but will give it more importance,
@ larger workers’ audience and a
grealer opportunity for its divi-
sive and assassinatory actions
against the independent workers.
Miller and his FBI retinue can
leave the struggle against Stalin-
ism to the workers. =~

The workers of Latin America
ask their brothers in the United
States to prevent such a reaction-
ary policy by putting pressure on
the government of Wé‘shiilgton._

| Readers Tahe the Plaos . ..

- - age
Einstein's Politics
To the Editor: s

In the July 10 issue of LABOR
ACTION Carl Darton concludes
his “You and Science” column on
Albert Einstein by saying:
“Nevertheless, it may well be his
greatest contribution that he has
foreshadowed the ideal citizen of
the socialist tomorrow, - where
there is no room for amateurs;
and a.serious’ participant in po-
litical -life, where there should
be no professionals in the sense
that special interests and privi-
leges are accrued.”

The portrait of Einstein is, T
fear, rather idealized.

As a theoretical physicist Ein-
stein’s place in the history of’hu-
man thought is guaranteed. As
“a serious participant in political
life” his work can, with charity,
be forgotten.

Einstein was never a serious
participant in political life in the
sense that he devoted any great
proportion of his time to it, as
did, say, J. B. S. Haldane, for in-
stance. His political beliefs in
themselves have consisted of little
more than social - democratic ba-
nalities-which,; while operating in
the general capitalist orbit, have
often brought him under Stalin-
ist influence. )

Before World War II he could
be a pacifist—and yet support the
coalition against Hitler when war
actually broke out, It was Ein-
stein, let us not forget, who on his
own initiative traded on his
world-wide renown to write
Roosevelt in 1939 suggesting the
possibility of making an atomic
bomb. For that act alane I for one
am willing to exclude him from
the ranks of those who may rea-
sonably be called socialists,

That he is now struck by hor-
ror at the possibilities of enor-
mous destruction opened up hy
the atomic bomb hardly distin-
guishes him from millions of oth-
er frightened people on the earth.
Nor is his belated recognition of

the consequences of «the atomic
bomb much reason for paying se-
rious attention to his current po-
litical opinions, opinicns’ which,
having ultimately followed the
main capitalist pressures:in the
past, can easily do so tomorrow.

In this he could readily follow
the path of another’ mathemati-
cian and philosopher, Bertraid
Russell, who also “refers to him-
self as a democratic socialist.
Russell was a conscientious ob-
Jector in World War'I, a supporter
of World War II, &and is now a
proponent of a preventive wais
against Russia. Norbert Wiener,
I am informed, is also beginning
to move away from his previcus
intransigent position. o o

The scientists bear their full
share of social responsibility in
the present world crisis in which
life on the globe faces, if not an-
nihilation, then an unparalleled
ravagement. When they abdicate
their social
through a smug isolation from
the social-political scene, as most
of them do today, they should be
attacked for it. And when they
enter the political arena to propa-
gate Stalimism, as does Joliot-
Curie, or to spread liberal capi-
talist confusion, as does Einstein,
they should similarly be held ac-
countable.

Since their role in society is an
important one—especially in the-
atomic age—their responsibilities
are greater than the average, and
the judgment passed upon them
should be all the sterner. This ap-
plies to the Von Humbeldt who
helped - get Marx expelled from
France, as well as to the Einstein
who bears a good share of the
burden of guilt for the present
world crisis.

Seen in this light Einstein does
not foreshadow “the ideal citizen
of the socialist tomorrow,” it
seems to me, but, rather, typifies
the liberal scientist in the period
of capitalist decline.

J. M. F.
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~ On Stalinism’s Left Fl

nk

The “Fourth International” Trotskyists Support and Justify North Korean Invasion

By HAL DRAPER

The Fourth International Trotskyists, whose Ameri-
can co-thinkers are the Socialist Workers Party, have
come out flatfootedly as defensists in the Korean 'war,
supporting the North Korean, that is, Stalinist—side in
the conflict. . :

At this writing, the SWP here has so far steered
clear of any such commitment, as we pointed out last
week. It has preferred dead silence on this basic question
which is raised by its own views as much as by those of
the Fourth International groups. In fact, if anything,
the articles which have appeared in its weekly, the
Militant, are written so as to appear to be criticizing
both sides. We pointed out last week why none of their
anti-Stalinist criticisms, however, precludes military de-
fensism on the Stalinist side.

While the SWP position, therefore, has so far been
ambiguous at best, this is not true of the statement on
the war just issued by the leading committee of the
Fourth International. The full text of this statement is
given below point for point, so that there may be no
doubt about context. From this text, we believe, it is
clear that they thereby mark another step in their devo-
lution toward pure and simple “left Stalinism.”

For the “statement iis not merely forthright in-its sup-
port of the Stalinist 'side of the war in Korea. Its theses

‘present a position of virtual UNCRITICAL support. The

reader will be able to check this asserfion.

In our discussion last week, on the basis solely of the
Miltant’s articles, we stressed that the Militant’s political
critieisms of the Stalinist war aims, ete., are not in con-
tradiction with a position of military defensism of the
“Stalinist side. We mentioned what' we believed would
have to be thie political guide for the SWP in this re-
spect. In 1939 Leon Trotsky—still unfortunately and
mistakenly basing his politics on his view of Russia as
'a “degenerated-workers’ state”—took a double-sided posi-
tion'on the then invasion of Finland by the Kremlin's
armies. On the one hand, he (and the SWP and Fourth
International following him) *condemned the invasion”
by Stalin.-But since Russia was a “workers’ state,” once
-war had ‘broken out bétween this “workers’ state” and
the capitalist-imperalist world, he insisted that Russia
nrust be defended in the war in spite of this condemna-
tion,

F LT ¥ - -
Break with Trotsky's Line Too

In this connection he freely attacked the foreign policy
of Moscow -as “expansiomist” (while refusing- to ‘describe
it as “imperialist”) and aseribed Russia’s entrance into
‘theé war in the ‘mianner it did as due to the drive of the
Russian Stalinist bureaucracy to increase its own power,
prestige and revenue. :

‘It was this position of Trotsky and the SWP majority
which directly led to the split within the organization’s
ranks, leading to the formation of the Workers Party
{now"the Independent Socialist League). The opposition
eountered the policy of “defense of the Soviet Union”
with a line of political opposition to both camps in the
imperialist war. In the Koréan War, tlie Indépéndent
Socialist League has likewise refused to give political
support to either American or Russian imperialism.

We mention this in order fo note: the statement now
piesented by the Fourth International’does not merely re-
feat Trotsky's tragic mistake. of-1939.- I+ marks ‘a-break
even with this position. It does not "condemn: the invasion'"
it "JUSTIFIES 'it, indeed complaining-at-bone point that-
the Stalinists do-not kmow -how to justify :their invasien
property. (This-is the -only criticism -of -the Stalinistsin
connection with the Korean war in the-entire stateément.)

The statenient begins by meéntioning parenthetically
tirat in' general the interndtional policy  of the Kremlin
is reactionary. The ‘writers, after all, have just been de-
voting nine-tenths of their time-and energy to organizing
pro-Titoist sentiment against the Kremlin. Moreover, we
are -dealing with people who ‘still have to make a formal
bowto Trotsky’s -analysis ‘of ‘the role of the Russian

dictators. ‘We are, further, noet'dealing with out-and-out

Stalinists but with left Stalinists. (We have spoken be-
fore ‘of the Fourth International’s rapid evolution in
this “direetion; with ‘the ‘development of "their extreme
pro-Titeist line and now the present statement on Korea,
we personally believe that the term'can be accurately
applied to them in full political reality.)

Whitewash of Moscow

Thus the statement begins (in our own translation
from the French text):

“(1) The events which have taken place in Korea

constitute a new combination (as was the case with
Greece in Europe) of civil war, provoked by real and
'deep internal causes, with the cold war ‘which con-
‘tintues between the USSR and the U. S. In spite of the
reéactionary vole which the Soviet bureaucracy plays
on ‘the international revolutionary field, in each case

it 'is necessary to analyze the situation from a class

vewpoint and to adopt a consistent class attitude inde-
péndent-of the formal aspects.

“(2) ‘While the way in which the action of the forces
in the service ‘of the North'Korean government against
the rotten military-police dietatorship of Syngman
Rhee was presented before world proletarian opinion
is to be criticized, once this action was launched it
took on a precise class meaning: it was a question of

‘overthrowing, . with the revolutionary forces of the
country. mobilized-under the leadership of the Korean
Communist Party; the feudal-eapitalist regime of Seoul
“which was installed by the American imperialists -and

which maintained the arbitrary division of the country
By means of terror.”

This sentence is as awkward in French as in English
translation. The clumsiness, however, has a-political rea-
son. The writers are walking around the question of the
“forces in the service of the North Korean government”
—with a peculiar formulation which is designedly cut
large enough to clothe any number of Russians in North
Korean uniforms. The formulation is also carefully
worded, at the expense of literary style, to avoid saying
that the action itself is to be eritieized (criticable). It

is only the way in which the Stalinists presented this

action to world proletarian opinion that is here being
wrist-slapped. In short, our writers object to some un-
named features of what the Stalinists are saying, but not
to what they are doing.

The same pregnant sentence likewise illustrates what
we will find throughout the document: it ascribes to
American imperialism alone crimes which were jointly
committed by both Washington and Moscow. In English
this is called a whitewash. Thus here, everyone knows
that the “arbitarary division of the country by means of
terror” was decided jointly by Stalin and Roosevelt, and
equally maintained on both sides of the 38th parallel.
Both sides meanwhile yelled for “unity”—by which they
meant conquest of the whole country by one or the other
imperialist. The Fourth International Trotskyists falsify
even the well-known fact in order to whitewash the side
they are supporting, Stalin’s brutal totalitarianism.

What's the North Korean State?
Point 2 continues:

“This corrupt regime [of Syngman Rhee], which is
in many respects similar to that whieh Chiang ‘Kai-
shek had established in the last months before his fall,
was deeply detested by the Korean masses as was
clearly proved only lately in the elections which took
place (in spite of their distorted character), as well as
by the partisan movement which spread in the South.
The extent of the military disaster which it met from
the beginning of hostilities is a supplementary proof
of the degree of its corruption.-The civil war was im-
bedded in-Korean reality, and-the overthrow of Syng-
man Rhee’s regime was a mecessity for the unity, inde-
penderice and recdonstruction of the country.”

The description of Syngman Rhee’s regime is per-
fectly accurate. But its inclusion in the statement serves
to raise the guestion: And what do these people have to
say about the North Keorean regime -under Stalin’s heel?
The answer is typical of -the document: nothing. Not a
word. Is it-a “people’s democracy”? Is it a ‘Workers’
state”? Is it a dictatorship of the GPU? Is it no: better
than Stalin’s puppet regimes elsewhere? There is literally
not a word on the mature of this regime which they are
defending.

‘We have seen one way in which the Stalinist war is
justified. Point 3 presents another: -

“(3) It is possible: [sic] that either the Kremlin or
Peking, or both in-agreement, had put pressure on the
Northern government to precipitate the events and to
lavinch- an 'aetion ‘military in scope. It was, for them,
a question-of striking’ back against the pressure which
American imperialism was lately putting on Asia once
movre; through the oppressive measures taken in Japan
and i the Philippines and the -aid promised in Indo-
China, and ‘thus to stop from its very beginning the
offensive whieh -imperialism was ‘preparing in this
region. Counting -on-the' effect of surprise and the ease
of overcoming- the feeble: resistance of Syngman Rhee’s
corrupt regime; either-Moscow or Peking or both to-
gether probably banked on the non-intervention of
American imperialism, -because of their own speedy
action.”

Need we point out again—not a word about any pres-
sure or offensve by Russie in Asia? It is certainly true
that both imperialists have -been doing their utmost to
establish’control in the region. It is no credit of any kind
to the U. 8. eitlier in our view or anyone else’s that in
this imperialist tug-of-war the initiative, superior pres-
sure and-dynamism has been Russia’s by and large—as
James M. Fenwick points out elsewhere in this issue. But
particularly in view of this fact, to present the -Korean
invasion - as virtually a defensive reaction against uni-
lateral pressure by Washington is an interpretation
which can look comfortable and at home only ‘in the
pages of the Daily Worker.

Any-Anti-Stalinist Duties Here?
Thliere is more about this one-sided. offensive in the
next point:

“(4) This ecalculation showed itself to be 'false,
since Washington this time had determined to maintain
its recent policy of reinforcing ‘de facto situations’ and
had determined not to abandon any region belonging to

its sphere of influence. Furthermore, profiting by this

octasion which gave it the possibility of -posing -as re-
sisting ‘Communist aggression,” [Which is in quotes,
‘Commmunist’ or ‘aggression’?—H.
launched its offensive in Asia, extending its arnmiéd
intervention from Korea to the’Philippines, Formosa
and -Indo-China, and around this offensive and under
its leadership welding the united front of all the other
imperialist powers. ’

“(6) The precautions taken so far on both sides by
the two.bloes, Soviet and American, which are carrying
on-the cold war, to circumscribe the Kerean eonfliet and
engage'in a new test of local strength signify that both
of them find it impossible at"the presenit time to. get

D.] Washington_

involved in a general war. As in Greece, so also in Ko-
rea, American imperialism, by getting involved mili-
tarily, wants to demonstrate to Moscow that it has to
maintain the status quo and that a compromise is pos-
sible only on the basis of sharing the spheres of in-
fluence already established, which in the Far East
means the line indicated by the recent speech of Tru-
man."”

The next point sets out to tell socialists what their
political duties are in this situation. Look hard under
this head for our subjects’ proposals on a socialist’s duties
in eombating the _admittedly reactionary regime of
Moscow!

“(6) However, in spite of the localization of this
new test of strength between the two bloes, and in spite
of the possibilities of compromise which still remain
open, it would be tactically mistaken to minimize the
dangers of this situation in our propaganda among the
masses, and to fail to call upon them for more ener-
getic vigilance. Our movement has the duty of denounc-

ing the imperialist character of the American inter-""

vention in Asia and to carry on a campaign—in the
U. S. as well as in the other imperialist and capitalist
countries—for the withdrawal of their troops from
Korea and against any intervention in the other Asia-
tic countries: Korea for the Koreans! Formosa for
China! Viet-Nam for the Viet-Namese! In this con-
nection our movement will denounee the role played
by the UN, under the domination of American imper-
ialism, which serves as a legal cover for all of the im-
perialists’ acts of banditry, and it will dissipate all
illusions about the ability of such an organization to
‘defend peace.’”

‘Neat Trick

It seems there are no anti-Stalinist duties worth men-
tioning in connection with the Korean war. But hold!
we are dealing with left Stalinists—

The last point of the statement comes through with a
punch. Did we say that our Trotskyists of the Fourth
International were giving virtually uneritical support to
the Stalinist side of the Korean war? As we have seen,
there is not. yet any reason to withdraw this statement.
Perhaps some dim or brighter realization of this fact has
been lying heavy“on the writers’ stomachs, through the
first six points:

After all, we are supposed to be Trotskyists, arch-
foeg of Stalinism and all that . .. we have gof to say
something real nasty about them . . . Skall it be about
their threat to Trotsky’s heir and successor, Marshall
Tito? . . . No-o-0, why bring that up after we've woiked
up-such a lather about the anti-imperialist mission of
“the forces in the service of the North Korvan govern-
mest” . . . Shall it ‘be about the Kremlin’s “expavision-
ism,” which by no means is to be confused with “imper-
ialism”? . . . No-o-0, that might give aid and comfort to
the petty bourgeoisie . . . Shall it be about the “block of
four classes” and such? ... No-o-o0, slightly outdated . . .

Got it! There's this peace-pelition campaign around
the so-called Stockholm petition which the Stalinists are
peddling . . . What's the difference if this campaign
started even before the Kovean war? . . :All the better;
the less it has to do with the Kovean war, the less it will
get in the way of peddling the defetise of. North Koreal
So—

“(7) Our movement will denovnce, on the other
hand, the peace campaign [No quotation marks this
time—H: D!] of the Kremlin and the Stalinist parties
for signing the  Stoeckholm' appeal, which disarms the
masses in the effective struggle against war, and which
disorients them on the significance of events like those
in Korea and on the correct attitude which it is neces-
sary to adopt with regard to these events.”

That’s it—denounce them as PACIFISTS . .. Neat
trick, eh? . . . Who says they're war-mongers, imper-
ialists, ete.? They've pacifiists, that’s what . . . That's
the trouble with these forces in the service of, etc . . .
Sheep tn wolves' clothing . . . Now we can end ‘point 7
ond the statement with a bang and not with a whimper:
let's -accuse the Stalinists of sabotaging the defense of
North Korea!

“[Point 7 continued] The piling up of papers and
signatures shows itself $ncapable of ‘stopping the march
of imperialism toward war, which is now spreading
through all of the colonial countries, while this cam-
paign- [for the Stockholm petition] spreads a climate
of petty-bourgeois pacifism’ among the masses, in con-

tradiction with events such as those in Korea, where-

civil war is necessary-and justified, where it must be
carried on, and where it must be carried through with
the aid of the international proletariat to the total de-
feat of the Korean reactionaries and' the imperialists
helping them."”

Signed: the International Secretariat of the Fourth
International.

Look in the Mirror! f
It is to be seen whether the SWP here in this country

* will fall in line with their politieal co-thinkers of the

Fourth International. Since in the above statement®they
cannot fail to see their own polities mirrored, what can
possibly stop them from doing so? Could it be the pres-
sure “of bourgeois public opinion and “petty-bourgeois
opportunism” on these most moral people?

Finally, the political physiognomy-of the Fourth In-

ternational which is set forth in its- Korean. statement

(Continuéd o page-T) -
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THE INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST VIEW
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" From the Editors of "Alternative”

To the Editor: .

We were glad to see in the June 5 issue of LABOR AC-
TION a reprint of part of the statement of Tax Refusal
from the March “Alternative.”

Following your quotations from the Refusal statement
yvou say that this type of action leaves the problem quite
unsolved. We would like to point out that we have a full
program for social revolution. We never implied that re-
fusal to pay taxes was by itself a solution to any of our so-
cial ills. ) _

You ask if pacifists believe that persons working in
heavy industry should quit their jobs. Most pacifists be-
lieve that no one should work in any plant that produces
war materials. We believe that any worker finding himself
engaged in work that is destructive should do all he can to
change the type of work his company is engaged in. Failing
this he should quit his job and try to obtain work of a con-
structive nature. It should be noted that the first plank in
the Program of the Committee for Non-Violent Revolution,
which publishes “Alternative,” calls for the workers tak-
ing over production from the capitalists.

Yours for socialism, .
Robert AUERBACH for the Editors
\ s

By THE EDITORS

“The problem” which the pacifist Tax Refusal State-
ment left unsolved, according to LA’s comment, was not

that of a “full program for social revolution,” but only the.

one which correspondent Auerbach’s letter takes up in his
last paragraph. The LA comment had no intention of im-
plying that “Alternative” considered tax refusal any basic
solution to our social ills. . -

We think, however, that our correspondent’s letter re-
inforces our criticism of tax refusal as a futile tactic.

We raised a question suggested by the tax-refusal pol-
icy: Should, then, workers also refuse to work in plants
which are vital to the carrying on of war? Our correspond-
ent-confirms that “most pacifists,” or at any rate the editors
of “Alternative,” carry their tactic out to this point also.

% This in our opinion is consistent (which is a lot more than

can be said for many people today)—but it is wrong.

In the first place, it should be understood, we think, that
this proposed labor-refusal could not be applied only to
plants directly manufacturing munitions, airplanes, etc. If
the tactic is to remain consistent, it would be just as im-
portant, if not more important, to apply it also to plants
producing the unfinished, semi-finished and raw. materials
which are just as important to the production of war goods
as the labor in the last-step factories. .One may have a
greater personal distaste to machining a gun turret than
producing the steel which goes into it—but surely this ques-
tion is not a matter of personal taste.

However, whether the tactic applies only to direct war
goods or also to the wider industrial field behind the pro-
duction of war goods, the essential consideration is the
same: the tactic would withdraw precisely the best ele-
ments from precisely the field.in which they can.do the most
good—industry, in which they are.in daily educational con-
tact with other workers.

- The Power of Example -

A proposal for a general withdrawal of labor on a mass
scale—in three words—a general strike—would, of course,
be a horse of another color, with different considerations
behind it. But we need not here go into the criticisms which
Marxists have made of the general-strike slogan as a cure-
all for war. The faet is that the pacifist tactic of labor-
refusal today has to be considered, with regard to effective-
ness, as the tactic of a very small group of workers who
could be induced to favor it.

What should this small group of workers do? It is quite
meaningless to propose that they should try to “change the
type of work [the] company is engaged in.” They can’t.
This idea might have meaning for the employee of a small
shopkeeper, but war will not be prevented or stopped on
these levels. A meaningful policy must at least concern it-
self with the basic industries of the country, run by giant
corporations. - ' g

Should  they then quit their jobs, and earn a living in
some vocation totally unconnected with the war effort, if
they can find one? (And of course they have to earn their

- living, even under capitalism...) But their aim presumably

is, or ought to be, to convince QTHER workers fo agree
with their anti-war views. The tactic advocated by our cor-

respondent only divorces them from living contact with

“The Pacifist Tactic — an Exchange

those workers, without stopping the drive toward war at
all.

The thought behind the pacifist tactic is, we realize,
quite at variance with this objective result. This thought is
roughly : “If everybody acted as we do, war would be impos-
sible. Let us, therefore, take the initiative in so acting, hop-
ing that our example will be an inspiration and a model for
all others.”

What is admirable in this reaction is an element which
is rare enough nowadays, and for which certainly the paci-
fists have our ungrudging respect: acting on one’s convic-
tion, lead where it may. It is the “convictions”—the paci-
fist tactic—with which we disagree. :

We do not belittle the power of example per se—not to
the slightest degree. But a would-be demonstration of an
“example” from afar has never been and never will be ef-
fective—any more than was the example of the saintly her-
mits who withdrew from man’s sinful society in order to
live in purity. This did not serve to reform Christian mores.
In justice to the hermits, however, it should be added that
reforming: others was not their only, and perhaps not their
main, aim in view: they -had their own souls to save. Since
many pacifists become irritated when it is suggested that
this is also the only result of their own tactic, we mention
it here only to point the difference between the goal of in-
dividual salvation and the goal of changing the world.

Mass movements ‘are not created and organized and led
by examples from afar which are divorced from participa-
tion in the life of the masses themselves. The meaning of

.the example has to be demonstrated to the people through

the lessons of their day-to-day experience. The day-to-day
experience and life of the working class is spent (most of
it) in the factories, and the most important job of one who
advocates social change is to be among them. If the pacifist
tactic were successful in its own terms, it would empty the
plants of workers with anti-war convictions. There could
be few greater disservices to the cause of either labor or
peace. Distributing leaflets at patriotic rallies—an activity
which is certainly useful—is no substitute, though it may
understandably give the distributor a feeling of taking “di-
rect action.”

Symmetrical Errors

On the one: hand, we have no sympathy with the pseudo-
radical who develops the convenient rationalization that
the.best way to have an effect upon the mass of workers is
to take on the coloration of THEIR political views, so that

one is not accused of “sectarianism.” The pacifist tactic is.

the reverse of this, and just as wrong: for fear of being.
tainted. by any connection with the war, they advocate di-
vorcement from the mass workers' movement (in effect).
The hardest road is to fight-IN the mass workers' movement
WITHOUT yielding to the prevailing backwardness and con-
servatism of its views, but rather educating for and teach-
ing one's own socialist view. This has always been the Marx-
ist policy.

This policy of socialist education is also today being
carried on by only a small group of workers. We are not
criticizing the pacifist tactic because it would be followed
only by a small number. We are criticizing the tactic be-
cause it means that this small number voluntarily deprives
itself of the possibility of ever effectively influencing a
larger number.

Finally, we wish to emphasize a point which has already
been indicated in passing above and which today deserves
to be emphasized. -

We think the absolute pacifists are quite wrong, as we
have explained, but we feel ourselves to have infinitely more
in common with them and their ends than with the much
larggr number of self-styled “socialists,” “peace-lovers,”
“radicals” (tired or still spry), “hard-headed liberals” and
other. political specimens of our generation who give their
“]g:ftist” blessings in one form or another to the greatest
crime _of our age—the preparation of the third and atomic
imperialist war against civilization. We would like to con-
vince the pacifists to fight our way and with us—and vice
versa, no doubt—but this is on quite a different plane from
the case of those who refuse to fight at all 6r who fight for
the ideas of our enemies.
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Stalinism’s
Flank — —

(Continued from page 6}

bears on more than the Korean
war. To be sure, we do not believe
that if a movement is wrong,
even tragically and grotesquely
wrong, on one point, then every
other view it holds is automat-
ically impunged. The connection
between two mistakes must al-
ways be demonstrated in its con-
creteness, and not assumed
through a kind of “guilt-by-as-
sociation.” But in this case there
is a connection which leaps to
the eye between the Fourth In-
ternational’s position on the Ko-
rean war and—on another ques-
tion.

That other question is its pro-
Titoism. The connection we men-
tion at this point is that of meth-
od. The method which animates
both positions is—the whitewash.
There is an exact parallel be-
iween the way in which these
gentlemen whitewash the Stalin-
ists in the Korean war and the
way in which they whitewash the
Tito-Stalinist regime in Belgrade.
Men who are capable of produc-
ing the monstrous statement we
have quoted in full— how could
they be expected to recognize
Stalinism in Tito-Yugoslavia?
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One Answer to Apathy and Bureaucratism in the Negro Movement—

Will NAACP Involve Members in Its Fight ? -

By KATE LEONARD

Last week we gave our under-
standing of the reasons for the
decline in membership in the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People,
pointing to the structure and bu-
reaucratic control of the organ-
ization and its non-partisan politi-
cal policy as influential factors.

To point toward a way out, it
is necessary to carry the first of
these reasons further. It is impor-
tant to make clear that it is not
the program of the organization
but its policy which limits its
tasks to a restricted field. which
contributes both to the weakness
of the locals and. in the wvicious
circle. to the bureaucracy of the
administration.

The early=-NAACP conducted
militant propaganda coupled with
resort to the courts. It was cor-
rect to ask this earlier NAACP
and its leadership, “Why did you
limit your activity so largely to
the field of legal defense?” Today
the NAACP has widened the field
of its operations.

Legal defense has grown into
legal attack: witness the Texas

swhite-primary case or the recent
Sweatt-Henderson decisions of the
Supreme Court. The NAACP has
entered the political arena and
aligned itself with labor. It is just
as correct in this different context
to call for a widening of the pro-
gram of action inio areas requir-
ing greater membership partici-
pation and mass activity.

To illustrate this in .just one
area of the NAACP's work: Thur-
good Marshall, the NAACP's di-
rector of its legal department, re-
cently gave his opinion that while
the decision of the Supreme Court
in the Henderson case deall only
with interstate transport. carriers
would find it impossible to enforee
different sets of regulations for
passengers traveling within a
state and those traveling between
states. Delegates to the recent
convention were instructed to
make a comprehensive check on
segregation practices by inter-
state carriers in their home areas
and report. their findings, Persist-
ent and planned violations of Jim
Crow custom and Southern state
law in travel are well within the
NAACP's program, are they not?

Possibilities of this kind are suf-
ficiently numerous, Many of them
can be initiated locally. It is in
this vein that local activity can
be extended, profitably for the or-
ganization. The day may come. for
example. when recruiting cam-
paigns do not consist exclusively
of selling the national organiza-
tion to the potential recruits. Ac-
tivated, alive branches would have
their way. sooner or later, on pol-
icy and on leadership.

The NAACP convention, in ve-
affirming its nont-partisan policy.
called upon both major parties to
mobilize their strength behind the
FEPC: demanded anti- filibuster
legislation: urged increased regis-
{ration of Negro voters, ete. Its
board of directors approved a rec-
ommendation that a meeting be
called this fall of interested or-
ganizations to plan united action
“against those politicians in Con-
gress who sold us out on civil
rights.” They are determined “to
express our disapproval, irrespec-
tive of political party. of those
who failed to keep their word.”

It looks as if, within the harness
of the non-partisan policy, the

Gear for War — —

(Continued from page 1)

thermore, anyone who refuses to
sign the army’s loyalty oath is
automatically suspected of disloy-
alty. -

“Every soldier a stoolpigeon!”

is the sense of further directives
in the Special Regulation which
“instructs every member of the
armed forces that it is his duty to
report disloyal or subversive ac-
tivities of any member of the mil-
itary services.”
e With a minority criticizing its
action as "unconstitutional” and
describing the legislation as a
"concentration camp” measure,
the House voted this week to give
ke attorney general the power to
jail 3,000 aliens, lumping together
the criminal and “subversives."
Representative Emanuel Celler
protested that the bill would lead
40 the establishment of “Devil's
Islands.”

It is argued by the bill’s sup-
porters that it affects mainly
those whose native countries have
refused them visas, in other
words, those who have the great-
est citizenship difficuities. These
people cannot become citizens of
the U. S. because of their hereti-
eal views, and now they cannot
remain as aliens, at least in free-
dom. This piece of legislation
makes an appealing exhibit be-
side declarations of the U. S.-
supported Human Rights Com-
mittee of the United Nations,
which aims for equality of all
races and nationalities.

FEPC A VICTIM

® A Fair Employment Practices bill
appears to have been given the
coup de grace for the duration in
the current session of Congress,
with a majority of the labor-sup-
ported Democratic Party voting
against closure. The “little hot
war” will furnish sufficient pretexts
for the indefinite postponement of
+his measure.

There is some evidence to indi-
cate that the army and navy have
relaxed their Jim-Crow restrie-
tions since the last conflict. The
Negroes and other minorities are
thus less restricted in their right
to die than in their right to live.
e A shockingly crude episode of
military censorship was enacted
by United States army authorities
when General MacArthur ordered
a United Press and an Associated
Press correspondent off the Korean
war front.

‘The facts in their stories were
undisputed. One of the news bu-
reaus was told by MacArthur’s

. subordinate, General Echols, that

“it was his opinion General Mac-

Arthur’s headquarters had taken
action against Mr. Kalischer in a
move to get all foreign correspon-
dents to soft-pedal stories of the
American defeat.” Yet was it not
the government that recently pro-
claimed the necessity of a “propa-
ganda of truth” to combat Rus-
sian influence?

® The stresses and strains are be-
ing felt on the material side, too.
Remember the arguments following
the end of World War 1l that with
the revocetion of price controls
and governmental restriction, nor-
mal ‘competition would force
prices down? The profiteers pre-
vailed, controls were lifted and
spiraling prices set in. This trend is
being reinforced by the new war.

Senator Wayne Morse of
Oregon stated recently that a
government investigating com-
mittee would find “A uniform na-
tional pattern, a jiggering up of
the price structure on some of the
basic commodities.” Housewives
have already found it.

On the basis of past perform-
ance, it is only reasonable to as-
sume that price control will come
only when even higher levels are

reached, and only when counter--

balanced by a wage freeze and a
no-strike pledge.

LABOR TAILS ALONG

The leadership of the big un-
ions, has no distinet program in
the field of foreign policy and
military matters distinet from
that of the Truman administra-
tion whiech by and large it sup-
ports. As we go to press, Walter
Reuther becomes, as in the last
war, a partial exception to this
statement, with his presentaton
of a new version of Truman’s
Point Four program, of which
more next week.—Ed.]

The wage freeze and the ne-
strike pledge were exacted from it
fairly easily during the last war,
the only opposition coming from
the militant rank and file of many
of the big unions. Without having
been able to have the Taft-Hartley
Law removed from the books, la-
bor now faces compounded re-
strictions.

That the labor leadership feels
a certan sense of deprivation is
indicated in its appeal to W. Stu-
art Symington, chairman of the
National Security Resources
Board, for labor representation in
the policy and administration of
the war program. But, unfortu-
nately, this demand is not accom-
panied by a labor program—to
end the profiteering in war, to in-
sure labor's democratic rights, to
protect civil liberties, ete. Only
the United Mine Workers spokes-

-

-

man raised the question of the
propriety of complete cooperation
with the government on the part
of labor while the Taft-Hartley
administrator, Robert Denham,
“follows a policy of harassing and
persecuting labor.”

And Symington has rejected
even the labor’s leaders’ modest
request that a labor man be put
in as vice chairman of his board.

There is evidence that the labor
leadership itself will engage, at
least initially and in part, in the
task of policing itself. The AFL
Railroad Yardmasters have fore-
gone their right to strike against
sixty-six railroads and have
turned to mediation. A similar
decision was taken earlier by the
Trainmen and Conductors, repre-
senting - 250,000 railroad em-
ployees.

The American labor leadership
handed itself over to the govern-
ment and compromised with the
profiteers in the last two world
wars. It is in the process of doing
so again. The continuation of
power blocs, of the division of the
world into spheres of influence,
of wars themselves, are to a sig-
nificant extent the result of its
political default.

(Continued from page 1)

vision of this war program was
the pledge of each official not to
circulate or disseminate any lit-
erature conirary to the official
government and ClO policies.

After a vigorous debate for
three hours, the General Council
approved the Stellato program by
a sufficient majority to make it
mandatory.

A few days later, a former
chief steward at Kaiser Frazer
was run out of the shop for bring-
ing in Stalinist “peace” petitions.

In a large steel local, Philip
Murray put in an administrator
and prevented the elected presi-
dent, accused of being pro-Stalin-
ist, from taking office.

A TUAW spokesman assured
newspaper correspondents that
the union would carry out a no-
strike pledge in. event the war
crisis breaks out full-scale.

Thus events of the past two
weeks contrast with the actions
of the UAW in 1941, when an
emergency war conference of the
uvnion adopted an ‘“equality-of-
sacrifice” program, and the mili-

NAACP will attempt to put the
emphasis upon the *“punishment”
phase of the “reward your friends
and punish your enemies” policy.
Such an emphasis has very definite
limits of course, as has the policy”
proper. We would think that, part-
ly because the coming elections
will be local congressional elec-
tions. there will be some dividing
of the Negro vote, a result that
did not follow from the non-parti-
san policy held to formaily .in
1948.
®

The convention passed a reso-
lution “instructing the directors
to end Communist infiltration in
the organization and empowering
them to expel any branch under
Communist domination.” (N. Y.
Times., June 24.) This resolution
instructed the directors to inves-
tigate the ideological composition
of the members and leaders of the
branches, If necessary the direc-
tors are ordered to suspend and
reorganize, ov lift the charter of
and expel any branch which, in
the judgment of the board of di-
rectors cames under “Communist
or other political control or dom-
ination.”

ANTI-CP DRIVE

This action is not all of one
piece, In taking this action, the
NAACP is responding to the na-
tional drive against the Stalinists,
a drive which was non-existent
Lefore, say. 1945. When this has
been said, there is, however, more
to say. In its attitude toward the
NAACP, the Stalinist party has
run the gamut from vilification to
something it has described as
“strong but not antagonistic”—
always for its own ends. In recent
years the NAACP has been a Sta-
linist concentration, again for the
CP’s own ends.

The NAACP is within its for-
mal rights in eliminating the Sta-
linist influence in the organiza-
tion. It is to be regretted—as too
often it has been in unions—that
the method proposed is bureau-
cratic; but even here it can be
pointed out that the bureaucracy,
not invented for this purpose, can
hardly be extended in any likely
consummation of this directive. If
the board of directors is all over
this proposal, long practice put
them there.

There is a real distinction to
be made between members and
leaders of branches, and this de-
spite the fact that membership in
an organization of the type of the
NAACP differs from the right of
membership in a wunion. The
NAACP would be plain foolish
were it to proceed against indi-
vidual members of the organiza-

tion because they are. were or are
alleged to be under Stalinist in-
fluence.

Fortunately there are indications
that this will not be the case,
signs such- as the NAACP's de--
nunciation of the government's
loyalty drive, defense of postoffice '
employees fired for “disloyalty.”
the impossibility of the NAACP's
subscribing to the doctrine that
association between white and
Negro people is ipso facto sub-
versive.

COMBATING SEGREGATION
Finally, when the NAACP
speaks of “Communist or other
political control and domination,” -
this for the present is window
dressing, as it was when it ex-
cluded all political tendencies
from representation as groups
from the Washington Mobilization

earlier this year. Their concern is _ia

with the Stalinists. It is at the

same time the seizing of an oppor-

tunity to reaffirm the non-parti-

san stand—did not the organiza--

tion all but abandon it as recently

as 19487 )
L]

The 1951 convention of the
NAACP is scheduled for Atlanta..
In the year that will pass before
the NAACP makes its second trip
to that “Athens” of the South, the
organization plans to concentrate
heavily upon its campaign against
discrimination and segregation in
education.

To date its campaign has re-
sulted in the Sweatt- McLaurin
rulings which the NAACP ap-
praises as follows: They have
clearly made all forms of dis-
crimination in graduate and pro-
fessional education unconstitu-
tional. Also the NAACP has suc-.
ceeded in putting two crimps in
the style of the Southern regional
education plan.

Suits have already been brought
to extend the Sweatt ruling to
unidergraduate schools. On the
propaganda and on the legislative
fronts the NAACP opposes £x-
tension of federal funds to segre-
gated schools. At the lower school
level in the South, the NAACP's
legal action is at this time limited
to actions for injunctions enjoin-
ing local school boards from dis-
criminating against Negro schools;
in other words, demanding equal-
ization of facilities.

The NAACP states its position
on education: “We are going 1o
insist on non-segregation in. Amer-
ican public education from top to
bottom—from law school to kin-
dergarten.” The words are brave
and reconstructive. All aid and
power to the NAACP in this en-
deavor! :

Leaders — —

tant ranks stirred in rebellious
mood over the prospect of war
profiteering and the lukewarm
program of the’union officialdom
to meet it.

HAVE THEY A PROGRAM?

Of course, the total smashing
of Stalinist
simple task, for their general un-
popularity is aggravated, as the
Reuther leadership uses the wave
of clrauvinism to inflame the
workers.

But the difficult task of solving
the problem of labor’s role and
function in the rapidly growing
war economy is not going to be
quite so simple for the Reuther
leadershivb.

During the past two weeks the
“brain-trusters” and others have
bLeen trying to work out a pro-
gram, and Reuther has been dash-
ing into Washington, all to no
avail. As yet, labor has not been
able to achieve for any of its lead-
ers even the flunky role of Sidney
Hillman in the last war.

As for inflation, not a word
{from labor. Aecquiescing to Tru-
man's foreign policy it offers no

influence is now a -

hope for a war-worried world, let
alone for its own ranks.

Meanwhile the ranks in the shop
get jittery and irritated as the
prices shoot upwards. Unquestion-
ably General Motors workers will
get a two or three cent raise this
September under the escalator
clause. But what about Ford and
Chrysler? How can Chrysler work-
ers fight and Win wage increases
next summer if the UAW already
has an unofficial ban on all strikes?
Especially big ones.

Walter Reuther is coming up -
with a program to answer these
and other burning issues. In ad-
vance it may be said that the es-
sence of it will be to make. the
conflict a “social - democratic”
war against Stalnism. A program
of guns and butter! It may also
be said that it will share the same
fate as all his other programs
from mass production of housing
in aireraft plants to the Reuther
plan for plane production in 1942.

The coming days are going to
be very trying for an ill-prepared,
subservient labor movement, un-
less it regains its organizational
independence and declares its po-
litical freedom.
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