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Armistice Between Israel and Egyp

Opens Way for Peace in Palestine

By AL FINDLEY

Peace is returning to Pales-
tine and the Near East. Egypt,
the most adamant enemy of Is-
rael’s independence, signed an
armistice on February 24 and
became the first Arab country
formally to call off the war and,
by implication,
rael.

The armistice lines are al-
most the same as the present
actual truce lines, with this
difference — that broad areas
are limited to ‘“defensive”
forces without tanks or planes.
One area is demilitarized. Israel re-
tains all of the territory won in the
offensives since October 14. Egypt is
left in control of only a small coastal
strip, starting at Gaza. Trapped Egyp-
tians at Falaya are to be released.

While this is not a peace, the pre-
amble specifically declares that the
agreement is a step toward perma-
nent peace. The agreement also states
that final boundaries are subject to

peace treaties, but there seems to be
little doubt that for the southwest of

- Palestine this will be largely deter-

mined by the present armistice line.

FACTORS IN CHANGE

The factors that caused the Egyp-
tians to accept peace are: (1) mili-
tary defeat; (2) U. S. pressure and
the promise of economic aid; (3) sus-
picion of Abdullah. While LABOR
ACTION readers are familiar with

" _hese factors, a few new developments

‘ook place in the latter two points.
The Egyptian Premier publicly ap-
pealed to the U. S. for economic aid

recognize Is- :

in the week before the signing of the
pact. In the past it was assumed that
U. S. aid would take the form of the
extension of the Marshall Plan to the
Near East. It is now reported that the
Near East will be the first region to
receive the  “benefits” of Truman’s
“bold, new program” for the devel-
opment of backward areas by the ex-
port of American capital.

In relation to intra-Arab League
feuds, two points are of special in-
terest. First, the ZEgyptians have
given the Jews a free hand in the
eastern part of 'the Negev and 'in
Beersheba. 'Beersheba is the main
city of the entire area, is of the great-
est strategic importance and was of
the highest PRESTIGE value to
Egypt. This is directly aimed at Ab-
dullah. Israeli government officials
shrewdly played the game. of utiliz-
ing these rivalries to the full and
announced a policy of opposition to
the annexation of Arab Palestine by
Abdullah in the fortnight preceding
the signing of the armistice—a move
which probably. was important in
bringing the long negotiations to a
conclusion.

NO CREDIT TO UN

The reader will note that I do not
give ANY credit for the armistice to
the UN, under whose “auspices” the
armistice was arranged. If deserves
none. At best, it was just the stage
used. As a matter of fact, it was the
UN'’s vacillation that contributed to
keeping the fighting going since the
second truce. The main hope of the
Arab rulers since then was to force
a shift in their, favor by the UN. h

The rest of the Arab states are ex-
pected to sign agreements soon. Leba-
non may. complete the talks within
the week. Saudi Arabia and Yemen,
which had no. direct armies in the

field, have joined -Iraq in qccepting
any settlement reached by the Arab
.states bordering on Palestine. Syria
alone may hold out a little longer.
not from strength or greater oppo-
sition to Israel' than other Arab
states, but because of greater fear of
being absorbed into Abdullah’s “great-
er Syria.” !

Formal peace talks between Is-
rael and Transjordan began this week
at Rhodes, after a continuous period
of “contact” between the two gov-
ernments, The Transjordan front was
the front which has had the most
effective truce. Last week an ex-
change of able-bodied prisoners of
war took place, one of the greatest
indications that peace is around the

" corner. Since the real borders of Is-

rael and the fate of Arab Palestine
will be decided at these negotiations,
they are expected to take a long
time and involve a great deal of hag-
gling. The guestion of Jerusalem and
the corridor to the sea will be one
of the main issues in the negotiations.

- NEAR EAST UNITY

. agreement which  will

It is inconceivable that the Israeli
governmerit can prevent the annexa-
tion of Arab Palestine to Abdullah’s
realm, short of a resumption of the
war. At the same time, it is highly
improbable that Abdullah will recoup
any ‘sizable portion of the land as-
signed to Arab Palestine but occu-
pied by Israel. The Egyptian-Israeli
truce has greatly reduced the. bar-
gaining power of Abdullah. It is for

-this reason that the British Foreign

Office did not hail the armistice, but
announced that it was “satisfied” and
would “study” the, agreement. Ab-
dullah himself, however, is not too
iroubled by the disappointment of his
masters, as long as he can get an
advance his

Presenting the First Full Account of Upheaval in Greek CP

By MIKE STEVENS

When the announcement was made
two weeks ago that Markos Vafiades
was resigning as premier of the
“Provisional Democratic Govern-
ment” and as head of the “Demo-
eratic Army,” it was obvious that
the Stalinists in Greece were having
difficulties. Nobody believed that
Markos was resigning because of his
health, as reported. This disbelief
was not based on any actual knowl-
edge, but because everybody now
knows that the Stalinists are not to
be trusted, especially when their
propaganda is intended for the work-
ing class. NH

Reports now coming out of Greece,
from Communist Party internal doc-

uments, and from CP members, re- -

veal. that everybody’s suspicions were
correct.

Markos was removed from his posis
by the Central Committee of the KKE

(Communist Party of Greece). He
was removed on the charge of hold-
ing views of a "right wing opportun-

ist nature.” These charges were made |

at the full meeting (fifth plenum) of
the Central Committee of KKE held
during the later part of January. At
this meeting it was decided to drop
Markos as head of the "Democratic™”
army and premier of the "democratic"
government. He was replaced by John
loannides. L 2}
Ioannides is. known as “Moscow’s
man” in the KKE. He ‘entered the
radical youth movement during the
first World War and eventually was
sent to Russia where he attended the
School of Eastern Studies. Sinee that
time he has been the “disciplinarian”
inside the party. He headed a group
of fanatics whose methods of dis-
cipline ranged from mere threats to
outright murder. ;
{¢ Usually aicapable GPU .agent. is
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NEW: YORK, Feb. 286—The second in
the series of Labor Action Forums—
Professor Meyer Schapiro of Colum-
bia on “Art and the ‘State’—last Sun-
day brought out a maximum crowd of
150 to fill every square foot of the
hall, while at least an equal number
were turned away for lack of either
seats or standing room. Most of the
latter came at 8:00 p.m., the sched-
uled time, but the hall had already
been filled by earlier birds.

The first.of the forums, which had
heard Ruth Fischer on “The Con-
spiracy Within the Cominform,” had
also seen 'an overflow attendance.
The readers’ attention is called to the

- announcement of further programs in

the series appearing in this issue.
The main theme of Professor Scha-
piro’s lecture was the effect of state-
sponsorship of art in emphasizing and
favoring the more'conventional, aca-
demic and unorginal elements in art
as against experimentation with new
forms, creative initiative and individ-
ual expression. He traced the modern
trend; flowering in the nineteenth
and present centuries, toward viewing
art as the expression of indi\_*idu_al,
personalized feelings, ideas and reac-
tions rather than as an expression of
some institutional aim, whether of
state or church. The policies and con-

sequences of the totalitarian regimes

in the field of art were discussed and
illustrated within the context of
sver-all tendency. Sl

-Schdpiro Talk on Art and State
Joms Second Labor Action Forum

While it is difficult to single out
for special attention any of the sub-
jects covered in the lecturer’s well-
knit and meaty presentation of over
an hour and a half, interest was
aroused especially by his sketch of
the development of Russian painting
just before, during and through the
revolutionary period.

. He first noted the current fellow-
traveler apologia for the low state of
Russian art on the ground that it is
“young” and will improve in time,
noting that the greatest outbursts and

highest points of artistic creativity.

have historically come on the heels
of important social' changes which
shook the fabric of established mores
and not as gradual developments fol-

-

lowing them. Secondly, he- pointed

out that Russian art on the eve'of the
revolution' ‘was not -backward but
among the most advanced in Europe.
Avant - garde experimentation was
given a fillip by the revolution and
flourished up to about 1921. Schapiro
made it clear that while, with the
exception of Lunacharsky, none of the
Bolshevik leaders was (probably) fa-
miliar with the field or perhaps even
personally appreciative of the new
movements, there was no question
under Lenin of any state intervention
‘in artistic questions.

The change that. became visible.

about 1921 was also not due to state
intervention, but to the feeling devel-
(Continued on page 3)
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ient Replaces Markos

not used for work of this kind. The
native gangsters are employed. But
the KKE has had more difficulty
keeping its members in line, and
keeping oppositions from springing
up, than most other Communist par-
ties. So, Ioannides, a top leader, had
to be used for the job. Now, the
KKE has another jobh.

HOW MARKOS

BECAME HEAD MAN

Markos Vafiades was just another
member in the KKE when the Stalin-
ists decided last year to set up a
“government” in opposition to the
Royalist government in Greece. Nev-
ertheless, the Stalinists chose Vafi-
ades as head of their government
and as “General” of their army.

Markos had been in the movement
for many years, leading the life of a
typical radical militant until the re-
sistance movement developed and he
became ‘second in command of a
guerilla section in the north. Dozens
of other underground military and
political leaders were far better
known to the working class than

Markos, but the Stalinists chose him

as “leader” for a number of obvious
reasons.

Many of the KKE members with mili-
tary backgrounds objected to the
party entering into a coalition with
Papandreou in 1944. This was the
coalition government that took over
in Greece when Hitler's army re-
treated out of Greece. Papandreou’s
government, with the Stalinists in if,
was so rotten the workers rebelled
against it within a matter of months,
and fighting broke out. The Stalinists
hoped to work out a new coalition
and did everything in their power to
stop the fighting. The thousands of
guerilla_fighters who. were awaiting
in the north were never permitted by
the KKE to come to the Athens area
where the fighting was going on.

It is known that at that period and
even later in the party fights, béth
policies were widely condemned. But
not by Markos. He wanted to prove
he was a good boy, because he want-
ed to show that he had learned not
to disobey the party leaders as he
had done once before. ~

In the early thirties, the KKE had
yielded to Moscow pressure and had
accepted the slogan of an “autono-
mous Macedonia.” This slogan really
meant the incorporation of Greek
Macedonia into Bulgaria. Markos re-
fused to accept this slogan and
walked out of the KKE, For the next
few years, Markos was involved in
strike struggles as a worker and
eventually was.imprisoned for two
years. Here he rejoined the KKE,
and when he was released followed
orders faithfully’ to show that he
had repented, . :

dream of a “Greater Syria,” that is,
a united Transjordan, Eastern Pales-
tine, Syria, Lebanon and Irag—under
his own rule. .

, The issue of unification of the Near
East may net share the spotlight with
Abdullah in current negotiations but
is of prime importance and given
much thought by the powef 'politi-
cians. The war has dramatically un-
covered the disunity and weakness of
the separate Arab states. There seems
little doubt that the movement to-
ward unification will be greatly stim-
ulated. The question is what form it
will take. Will it be a Bismarckian
unity of “fire and sword” under im-
perialist auspices, or will it be a peo-
ple’s unity guaranteeing the nation-
al rights of ALL the peoples of the
Near East — Arabs, Jews, Druzes,
Kurds, ete.?

At present, two countries hold the
key to this question — Israel and
Transjordan. Abdullah is openly fry-

(Continued on page 3)
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Slave Labor in All
Parts of the World
Probed by Hearings

By WYATT LEE

PP

Forced labor, in varying forms, is practiced on every continent of the world and, in areas
controlled by Russia, is integrated into the economic and political pattern of society, it wads

brought out in public hearings held in New York on Februaty 24-26 before the Commission of

Inquiry Into Forced Labor, a group initiated by the Workers Defense League and sponsored by
a large number of liberal and labor representatives, headed by John Dewey. .

From the testimony of a parade of witnesses and the introduction of authenticated docu-
ments, the Commission heard details of Russia's gigantic convict labor camps, the United States'
squalid, guarded compounds of Negro workers in the South, the peonage system of Latin Amer-

untary servitude that men suffer all over the world.

By SUSAN GREEN

President Truman took the Jeffer-
son-Jackson Day dinner —to which
naturally all rank-and-file Democrats
were invited at $110-a-plate admis-
sion—as the occasion once more to
strut his stuff. In his best campaign

.manner he upbraided the “special in-

terests” and shook his finger at the
!

in Greece

All of the above made Markos a
natural for the KKE's purposes when
they set up their "government" last
year. He was the one man in the KKE
who had a reputation that was linked
with the best traditions of the liber-
ation movement against Hitler's Nazis.
Even the critics WITHIN the KKE or
in the working class could not ‘accuse
him of any of the political errors of
the Coalition government or the De-
cember Pays. He was a soldier up in
the north and wasn't involved. All of
this, plus the fact that for fifteen
years he had followed the party line
consistently, even though he was

abused and never permitted to re-
"main in any one place too long, made
Markes a "natural.”

(Continued on page 3)

Truman Tears Into Republicans—
While Dem Congress Does Nothing

abridged edition of the President's

Republicans and pledged himself to
his dear, dear people. Only one thing
was sadly askew.

When the President was campaign-
ing for his re-election, there was at
least some reason for his blaming the
Republicans for the failure of his
program—the 80th Congress was a
Republican Congress. Today when he
points his finger at the Republicans
for the breakdown of his “Fair Deal”

he doesn’t have even that reason— - ° : £ e
- issue is batted about in committee.

the 81st Congress is a Democratic
Congress. :

The “mandate of the people” given
the Democratic Party and its leader

“and its platform in the November

election, .is being swept under the
carpet by the Democratic Congress.
This  faet the Democratic President

- chose to ignore. Today, two months
after the 8lst Congress went

into
session, all the most important meas-
ures are still tied up in committees
of both houses. :

STALLED IN COMMITTEE

Every one of these committees has
a Democratic majority—and what's
the result? No law has come out of
the Senate Labor Committee;. the
Taft-Hartley law is still the law of
the land. It is likely to remain the
law when the unions make their bids
for new contracis this spring, thus
militating against labor in the nego-
tiations. The Labor Committee has a
Democratic majority!

The housing bill which the Senate
committee is reporting out is a much

proposition, which means that reac-
tionary Democrats have gone along
with the reactionary Republicans.
Again, though rent control is such
a burning issue, no bill is yet ready

for submission to either house. Why .

hasn't the Democratic majority done
something about this?
Everybody—absolutely everybody—

.-.agrees that there should be. a more

adequate minimum wage law, but the

Most of the Democrats are as reac-

tionary as the Republicans when it

comes to raising wages and thus tres-
passing on the domain of profits.
With ‘unemployment 'rising, better

‘~social security provisions become ur-

gent and many Democrats are f)rob-
ably thanking their lucky stars that

“there are the reactionary Republicans

to take the lead in the fight for the
former's own reactionary views,

As to the filibuster amendment and
the civil rights program, not even
the President can contend that the
Republicans are responsible for the
deadlock. His own Democratic com-
rades from the South are the Gibral-

_ tar of reaction they have always been.

Again, when President Truman in
his speech referred with contempt to

‘the lobbyists, he must of course have

known that the Democrats are not
impervious to lobbyists’ pressures
just as'the Republicans are not.
Neither is the President less astute
than the editors of the U. S. News &
World Report in seeing that “Senator
(Continued on page 2)

- ica which keeps 40 per cent of the population in debt slavery, and other varying forms of invol-

"Wage' slavery,” universal

' ‘under capitalism, did not come

under the scope of the Commis-
sion’s inquiry. Rather, the free
exchange of labor, or the indi-
vidwal worker's ability to ex-

. 'change jobs, a fundamental of

classic capitalism, was accept-
ed as an ideal still to be sought.

Formation of the Commission
began last year after the Unit-
ed Nations, with the approval
of the United States, refused to
conduct an inquiry requested
by the American Federation of
Labor.
formally ‘constituted last De-

cember 3 and the-hearings’ in ‘New
York at the. Bar Association and the

- Hotel McAlpin were its first public

presentation,

The complexion of the Commission .
rangés ‘from such stalwarts in the
long fight for civil liberties as John
F. Finerty, a lawyer who defended
Tom Mooney and acted as counsel to
the Trotsky Commission of Inquiry;
Francis Heisler, a noted Chicago la-
bor and civijl liberties defender; Nor-
man Thomas, veteran Socialist par-
ticipant on innumerable commissions
and commitiees; o several “profes-
sional anti-Stalinists” from labor and
education. Among the latter are Dr.
Harry D. Gideonse, president of
Brooklyn College and chairman of
the commission; Dr. George N. Shus-
ter, president of Hunter College; Sid-
ney Hook, Matthew Woll and John
Green, CIO shipyard workers' union
head. The latter two did not attend
the hearings.

Representing a younger generation
are Emil Mazey; secretary-treasurer
of the United Automobile Workers;
Arthur Slesinger, Jr., Harvard his-

(Continued on page 4)

Sees Gain for GM Labor Despite Escalator Cut

‘GM Makes Gesture to Public With Trifling Price Cut on Cars; Profits Still Tremendous

By JOE HAUSER

On Friday, February 25, the Gen-
eral Motors Corporation announced
that its workers would get a two-
cents-an-hour cut in pay because of
the decline in the cost of living. At
the same time it announced price re-
ductions on its five lines of automo-
biles, ranging from $10 for Chgvm-
lets to $40 for some Cadillac models.
This situation, the first 'wage cut for
the GM auto workers since they
gained a union contract, and the first
reduction in car prices in ten years,
raises many questions for the auto
workers, and for-the rest of this
country’s workers.

On May 29, 1948, the United Auto
Workers (CIO) and the vast General
Motors Corporation signed an agree-
ment which, for the first time in the
United States on such a wide scale,
established an escalator clause in the
wage contract. The terms were that
the hoprly paid workers were to get
an automatic six-cent raise plus a
five-cent cost-of-living bonus. Fur-
ther, as the cost of living increased
or declined, according to .Bureau of
Labor statistics, wages would corre-
spondingly go up or down, with the
very important provision that in no
event would wages go more than five
cents below the May 29, 1948, level.
Furthermore, on May 29, 1949, GM
employees would get a three cents
an hour additional raise for *“in-
creased productivity.”

When this contract was signed last..

year, LABOR ACTION hailed it as

- an uaportant gain for labor. The sit«

uation up to then was that industry
had succeeded in maintaining a united
front against wage increases. Steel,
meat packing, electric and auto
joined in defying the demands of the

unions for wage concessions to offset -

the continuing inflationary trend.
Ford had even asked that its workers
take a six-cent wage cut. The sign-
ing of the General Motors contract
was a victory for labor in that it
broke the industrialists’ front and led
to the third round general increase.
Besides, it introduced the escalator
clause on a large scale for the first
time.

Now that this new wage adjustment

clause has led fo a two-cent wage:

cut, what do we have to say? Work-
ers do not like to have their pay cut,
evén for two cents an hour. Many
resent it, and the Stalinists in par-
ticular, ever eager to utilize any ad-
vantage in their unceasing factional
fight against the UAW leadership,
have been alert to inflame the work-
ers_against Reuther and the GM De-
partment of the UAW. An answer
must be given these workers.

-ADVANTAGE & DISADVANTAGE

The ordinary wage contract sets a
certain fixed pay rate. This rate can-
not be changed for one or two years,
depending on the terms of the agreg-
ment. Prices go up or down during
the life of the contract (up only,
since wartime) and the workers have
to take the risk as to what their pay
can buy. Their standard of living is
at stake and the risk is all theirs:

During the past period, workers have -

Inade gains only-to see them taken
-away by price increases. They would
then press for further wage raises

only to be met by additional price
gouging. Each time they came out
losing more and more.

Now, what did the escalator e¢lause
do? IT -PROTECTED THE STAND-
ARD OF LIVING. As prices fluctu-
ated, so did wages, and the workers
1o longer took the risk. If prices in-
creased steadily, so did wages, and
they could buy the same necessities
of life. If prices decreased, wages
could drop only five cents below the
May 29, 1948, figure. This meant that
if prices made a real drop, wages

would be pegged at this floor and '

then workers would make a real
gain in their purchasing power. What
has happened now is that there has
been a small drop in the cost of liv-
ing, mosily in food. The two-cent
cut is a wage cut but not-a cut in
the, purchasing power of the General
Motors workers. y

So far, there has been no marked
all-around trend of price reductions.
The food drop is at least partly sea-
sonal. There may yet be a resump-
tion of the general inflationary spiral
upwards, and in that event the GM
employees are still protected for
their purchasing power. If prices ac-
tually go down drastically, the floor
on the escalator clause means their
standard of living will really advance
for the first time in years.

So much for the cost of living sit-

uation, but what about the other eco-
nomic factors of interest to auto

4 ; 3

gains,-

workers? Ford and Chrysler work-
ers will fight this year for pensions
and a health program, both to be fi-
nanced by the employers. General
Motors workers must sit by and
watch.

Their two-year contract prevents
any gains in this field until 1950. The
two years of “peace” the General
Motors Corporation gained made this
contract an expensive one to the
wrorkers. This lesson should be
learned and the determination should
come to provide for one-year con-
tracts in the future.

CUT IN CAR PRICES

Now, we need say just a word’
about the price cuts on GM cars. Gen-

.eral Motors recently announced a

quarterly dividend far above normal.
It is making money at a fabulous rate,

yet it cuts wages two cents. It must

do something to justify itself in the
eyes of the public. So it announces
price cuts. ;

But what trifling cuts! The United
Auto Workers Union has shown on

“'several occasions that the auto manu-

facturers can make real price cuts
and real wage increases and provide
pensions .and other needs, and still
madke profits.

There will be much fuss made about
the ten-dollar reduction on Chevvies,
but they aren’t kidding the workers
who make them. Cut prices so work-
ers can buy, the cars and give them
a decent standard of living, and then
they will know they have made some

Yok

The Commission' was
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Plull ly St rlke

‘By JOSEPH WILLIAMS

PHILADELPHIA, Feb 27—The afte:-
math of the recent ten-day strike of
Local 234, Transport Workers of
America, CIO, against the Philadel-
phia ‘TPransportation Company has
been as interesting.and of as much
importance to organized labor as the
strike " itself.

The past week has witnessed hear-

" ings in Harrisburg on the Kephart
amendment to the Utilities Strike Ban
Law which. extends the ban to trans-
portation, a request by the PTC to
the Public Utilities Commission for
an immediate increase in transit fare
and ‘the development of .the split. in
Local 234 which started on the last
two days of the strike in connection
with acceptance of the eight-cents-
per-hour increase offered by the com-
pany.

It will be remembered that the
strike ended on Sunday, February
20, when Michael Quill, international
president of the TWU, declared the
strike over. Quill's declaration of the
end of hostilities came after there
had been a decisive affirmative re-
sponse at a membership meetipng to
‘his request for a show of strength by

. those in favor of returning to work.
The return to work actually signified
acceptance of the eight-cent raise al-
though legal approval was given by

. the secret ballot held on Monday,
February 21.

-DISSATISFIED WITH CONTRACT

There is a substantial amount of
dissatisfaction in the local over the
strike settlement. The new contract
contained, in addition to the wage
gain, only slight concessions on sick
benefits and uniform allowances. The
demands for improved working con-
ditions, such as elimination of the
“swing” shifts, a guaranieed work
week and elimination of commission
pay basis for cashiers, were not
granted.

At the secret ballot, less than half
" of the membership voted for the new
contract. Of the approximately 55 per
cent of the total membership who

" cast ballots, one-fifth voted to réject
the contract. More serious than the
objections to the new contract” was

the resentment shown' toward Quill

and Local President Kaelin for re-
fusing to put before the membership
on the final day of the strike the
Executive Board’s propesal that the
eight-cent offer be rejected.

Previous to the last membership’

meeting, the executive group voted
23 to 9 against the proposal for which
Quill and Kaelin were seeking ap-
proval. After the settlement, the ex-

ecutive again voiced its disapproval *

and voted 16 to 15 to condemn Quill
and Kaelin for using “lies, trickery
and deceit” to gain approval of the
contract. Quill at the membership
meeting had labeled his opposition as
“job seekers, liars and thieves.”

One of the leaders of the opposition
was Vice-President Robert High, who,
according to Quill, is “a Communist
Party wheelhorse.” The Stalinists are
a vital part of the opposition, but are
far from being all of it. President
Quill has played into their hands by
using such undemocratic and high-

equel Vital to Labor

handédl procedure at thé ratification Industrial Union Council, CIO, said

OHIO NOTES:

URW Policy Committee Votes
To Press for Economic Demands

By JOE CLARK

gotiation of health and welfare plans

YOUTH and
Si'udeni' CORNER

By JULIUS FALK, Nuﬂonnl Secretdry syl

meeting. Later in the week, the eon-
demnation resolution was w:thd:awn
unanimously.

SPEED VICIOUS BILL )

Despite the fact that the new con-
tract - has many weaknesses;, ‘it is
doubtful if a prolofiged strike would
have gained much nore, because the
anti-union forces were fast nat'rowmg
the arena in which the union could
maneuver. On the legal front, a tran-
sit strike ban' was being rushed
through. channels with a clause that
would make it retroactive to apply”
to the PTC strike. The end of the
strike did not halt this legal assault
but the retroactivity has been re-
moved.

On Tuesday, February 22, the Penn-
sylvania State Labor and Industry
Committee veted to send an amend-
ment aimed at outlawing strikes in
transportatmn to the floor of the Sen-
ate. The amendment, sponsored by
Senator A. Evans Kephart, (R., Phila.)

had been conceived by the Phlladcl- Ry

phia City Council as a means of forc-
ing a settlement of the transit strike.
Hearings on the l{ephart amend-

ment ‘were held in Harnshurg for

only one . day precedmg the commit-
tee decision to approve the measure.
Pennsylvania labor. was united in iis
opposition to the transit strike ban.
Harry Boyer, president of the State

Truman

(Continued from page 1)

George, of Georgia, is becoming the -

real majority leader of the Senate,
not  only on tax policy but on spend-
ing ‘policy, foreign policy and some
other policies as well—the Georgia
senator inclines to a conservative
viewpoint on most issues. of policy.”
" A very .conservative evaluation of
Senator George’s conservative view-
pointi! . .

FOOLED NOBODY ;

. The President’s tirade against the
special interests, the lobbyists and the
reactionary Republicans, carefully
omitting the Democrats who are in
control of Congress,. fooled nobody

who knows the score. His threat to:

get'on his choo-choo train; once more
and make another whistle-stop cam-
paign for his program is an admis-
sion that his leadership of his party
is somethmg less than effectual. The
Democrats in Congress are not with
the Democratic President. .

In passing, it must be noted that the
President is not nearly as liberal and
progressive as his tirades against the
special interests, the lobbyists and
the reactionary Republicans, carefully

omitting the reactionary Democrats,’

would imply. A few weeks ago, in the
Senate Labor Committee discussion
on the question of anti-labor injunc-
tions, the proof of this pudding was
made in the eating, so to speak. It
was amply clear that the President
consented to leave the provision for
anti-labor injunctions out of the new
administration labor bill only on as-

the addition to the Public Ulilities
Dispute Act was “another law direct-
ed: at imposing involuntary servitude
on employees seeking decent terms
for sale of their labor.” James L. Mc-
Devitt, head of the State Federation
of Labor, said that the AFL considers
the’ bill ‘a forced labor law.”

Locdl” 234" President Andrew J.
Kaelin said that he was opposed to
singling . out transport workers for
punishment by “hysterical legislative
action.”

The Philadelphia Transportation
Company also struck at the unions
and the general public by asking an
immediate fare increase.

Sevéral months prior to the strile,
the PTC had petitioned the Public
Utilities Commission for a fare in-
crease to guarantee a profit in oper-

tian. After hearings at which labor
and even the city officials protested,
the PTC, ordered a delay in these fare
increases until at least July. Now the
_PTC has asked that these pending in-
creases of about three cents take
‘place 'imn'l'ed_i_a_tely to cover the wage
increases and that further rate in-
,creases be permitted to take care of
the profit requirement.

Since the last fare increase the sal-
aries’of the six highest officers of the

.PTC have heen increased -about 50

per cent and the huge sinking fund
has been substantially increased.

surance from his Attorney General
that the right to obtain anti-labor in-
‘junctions is implicit in the “inherent
powers” of the President.
But this point of the dubious liber-
alism of the President is made in pass-
ing. The conflict between Congress
and. the President, and the failure of
the " Democratic majority to imple-
ment the program of their party, is
something for the people who gave
their mandate on election day, to
think about. It is not that this kind of
reneging on campaign promises has
not happened before. On the contrary,
this is standard conduct on the part
_of the capitalist parties of both names.
But in the 1948 election labor put
more effort into a Democratic victory
than heretofore, and the people as 'a
"whole ‘seeméd to place more hope in
the Truman promises. A little think-
‘ing is therefore ecalled for.

SAME OLD PARTY

How did the “Fair Deal" program.
of the Democratic Party in the 1948
election come into being? We might .

say: “Well, it's only fly paper for
catching votes.,” True, but why thid
particular fly paper? Why the planks
for more democracy through a civil
rights: program, why the planks for
more social security, for housing,
health, etc. Why the promise to repeal
the Taft-Hartley law?

Why? Simply because these are now
issues in the minds of the people, not
deep in their subconscious, but con-
sciously, actively and fightingly in
their minds. There are enough top
shelf men in the Deinocratic Party

CLEVELAND—Perhaps the most im-
portant recent development in Qhio
labor circles was the meeting of the
164-man international policy commit-
tee of the United Rubber Workers,
which was held in Cleveland last
week. b :

After much discussion a program
was presented by a special committee
and was approved by the executive
board. This program calls for “fourtn
round” wage increases of 25 cents an
hour, as well as company financed
pensions of $100 per month for all the
180,000 members of the URW.

1t appears that, owing to present
contracts, the URW will not be able
io seek pension programs from ‘three
of the “Big Four” rubber companies
this spring; only the Goodrich Co.

contract permits this. But they will .

all be asked for pensions at the.ear-
liest opportunity. Meantime, the 25-
cent raise is on the agenda for all
companies.

L. S. Buckmaster, URW president,
said the wage-pension program “is a
constructive approach to two of the
most pressing problems facing our
country, declining purchasing power
and insecurity in old age.” The policy
" committee made no recommendations
on a proposal by Buckmaster for a
guaranteed annual wage.

The program adopted calls for ne-

Tears Into Republicans—

who know this, and who feel that a
little something will have (o be done
in these directions,

Another factor that helped produce
this particular campaign platform is
the current fight against Stalinist
“communism.” Fear has made some
capitalist politicians believe that un-
less some of the peoples’ demands are
granted and conditions are made more
satisfying, capitalism will be vulner-
able from within to the communist
ideology.

So the pressure of the people—not
the good of the people—and fear for
the capitalist system combined in
making the 1948 Democratic Party
platform whal it is. These are the
reasons why the “progressives” won
against the conservatives in the 1948
Democratic Party convention.

WHAT IS NEEDED

However, the Democratic Party re-
mains the same old party. It still
shelters in the folds of its bedraggled

- skirts every grade of degraded reac-
tionary! It is still held together by the
same boss politics and by the spoils
system. Its campaign chest is filled by
the same methods. It is beholden to
sections of the special interests Mr.
Truman so vehemently lambasts. The
candidates the party puts up are still
lawyers, businessmen, professional
politicians hardened in the game, in
no way directly accountable to the
people. So after the votes are counted
and the winner is declared, the same
old machine begins to function in the
same old way.

The party platform is not expected

by local unions, elimination of area
wage differences, broadening of fu-,
ture negotiations to an  industry or
company-wide basis, and a greater
effort toward a uniform six-hour day
nationally.

The faet' that the rubber workels
did not, liké many other unions,
place pensions before wages is per-
haps due to the peculiar conditions
in the rubber industry at this time.
Employment i§ high in the South,
where employees average 46 to 48
hours per week, while many employ-
ees in Akron and other sections of |
the North have been laid off or are
working short time.

The national work-week in the in-
dustry is 37 hours. Production -is
high but much of it is concentrated
in Southern plants where the aver-
age wage is 30 to 40 cents lower than
the $1.60 of the Akron plants.

Average weekly earnings of rubber
workers (Bureau of Labor statistics)
climbed from $28.44 in 1940 to $58.32
last year. Union members assert they
have been losing- ground trying to

maintain their living standard on'

present wages, An increase of $2 00 a
day is necessary, they say, to restore
'purchasi_ng power they have lost since
the end of the war and to bring their
living standard up to what it was in
1946.

to be a plan for united action. A capi-'

talist party does not demand loyalty
to the platform adopted by the ma-
jority in convention. Any Democrat
can get by with a little lip service, if
he wants to be a “progressive.” Ac-
tions are again something else. His ac-
tions are guided not by the party plat-
form but by the interests he wishes
to serve. No one is ever expelled from
‘a capitalist party for disloyalty to a
platform adopted by the majority.
Far from it. The practice is to make
deals all along the line, way down
into the camp of the bourbon Dixie-
crats. The party platform is remem-
bered by the majority of the “peo-
ple’s chosen representatives” to see
how little they can adhere to it and
still be able to come before the peo-
ple for re-election.

From all this it is clear that another
train ride by the President into the
hinterland is nothing for the people
to pin their hopes to. What.is needed
to fill the void is a new kind of po-
litical party: A party organized by
the unions and other people’s bodies;
a party whose leaders are made di-
rectly responsible to the rank and file;
a party whose platform is the embodi-
ment of the majority opinion of the
party on what American productivity
can do for the masses; a party whose
candidates are held to loyalty to.such
a. platform; a party which will be as
different from the capitalist parties
as the working people are from the
capxtahst class:

Thls kind of parly LABOR ACTION
calls an Independent Labor Party.

R
Wants Dismembered,
Policed Germany

Editor:

Being in sympathy with your move- -
ment and sharing greatly your
opinions regarding international’
socialism as well as regarding many
domestic issues, I have never heen
able to understand your attitude
towards Germany, the erstwhile mur-
derer of.six million Jews and des-
iroyer of all human. values, which, if
successful, the whole world. today
would have been, sunk in total dark-
ness and subjugation 1o the “master
race” for the next .thousand years,
as envisaged by Hitler. :

Mr. Philip Coben, in his. otherwise
magnificent article in the January 31
issue, laments the fate of “the Ger-
man people who lie at the feet of their
conquerors.” He maintains that the
German people were the'first victims
of the Nazi power. This is absolutely
unirue- The contrary is. the {ruth.
This had been proven by the over-
whelming vote in the Reichstag, which
breught Hitler to power in 1933, and
by the- cataclysmic slaughter brought
upon the European continent by Ger-
many:in 1930-40. One who thinks that
ihe-German people were unhappy and
considered themselves victims of-the
Nagzis -is either a person.who talks in
his sleep or else, one whose conscience
is alseep. . ..

The writer of these lines happened
Lo pass through Berlin in the summer
of 1938.and has observed the faces of
the German people—the people, not
polltlcmns or Nazis in. uniform—in
the streets, at the railroad stations, in
the restaurants, and on the promen-
ades along Unter der Linden, from

Friedrich Strasse to the Tiergarten,
and around ‘the Reichstag ‘building.
Not only were those faces happy look-
ing but Sparklmg with' arrogance and
defiance-of the world which the:.r were
going: to ‘conquer. For: the war was
‘in” the offing and' as far as Germany '
was: ‘concerned-it was-ready to start
the march any day. The whole country
was one great arsenal of 'war weapons.
This could easily be noticed along the
whole way  between Aachen on the
Belgium border and Berlin, and fur-
ther east to- Koenigsberg. What follow-
ed after is history known to every-
body.

Now, I ask you, my dear editor, how
<an you explain the strange, indeed
mystifying and. unjustified attitude
of your paper towards beatens Ger-
many? True, as Mr. Coben. points out,
Lhe German people:lie at the feet of
their- conquerors. Weuld you or any
one of us feel be_ttel if the reverse
were the case? Would you want to see
again -a united strong . Germany?
Wouldyou: risk another .chance like
that after the experiences of 1914-18 "
and’ 1939-43? True it is that the two
contending powers:in conquered Ger-
many today -are. seeking their own
imperialistic ends and designs upqn
the world.:So what do you' suggest
Instead of this? A united. Germany,
free from foreign domination and
interference., Is. this. your solution for
securing a lasting peace? Would you
feel better, if instead of two imperial-
istic conlenders there were three or
more, w;th Germany among them?
Does it not stand to reason that a. ﬁght
between two has more chancas to re-
solve’ 1tself in.peace than a ﬁght be-
tween many whlch gssumes the. chal-
acter of a.free-for-ail melee, and may.
end most certainly .in a eatastrophe

for -all involved? For this is pre-
cisely what happened iu1 1914 and was
repeated in 1939, The mutual jealous-
ies and suspicions between Ifaly and

France, etc., brought about both
World Wars and are bound to bring
about a third one, if Germany, the
classical war monger, is permitted to
unite and become strong again.. It
‘seems to me that a prerequisite to
world peace is, splitting up of Ger-
~many into several smaller states and
policed by those states nearest their.
borders, such as Russia and Poland
in the East, and France, Belgium and
the Netherlands in the West.
MEYER KIMMEL
Brooklyn, N. Y.

We print Readel Kimmel's letter
as a remarkably (and naively) clear
expression of that insidious state of
mind often known as inverted anti-

. Semitisin, or anti-Semitism §tanding

on its head, or anti-Semitism in re-

__verse. We can fully understand how

‘it “arises In the minds of people
§hocked out of thought by the bar-
baritiés of Nazism, but cannot give
it a whit of sympathy. Friend Kim-
mel is thinking of the German peo-
ple ‘in the Seme ‘terms as the anti-
Semités think of the Jewish people—
they re gl ‘tarred with the same
brush ‘some of my best friends are
Germans, but..

The “evidence" cited cannot be
taken seriously, not even by Kimmel
if he thinks for a. minute. The “vote”
in the Reichstag in 1933, as everybody
knows, was NOT what “brought Hit-
ler to power.” It took place AFTER
Hitler had seized power and crushed
all opposition by terror and blood—
opposition by the German people—
at 'a time when the “democracies”

were still aiding and abeiting him.
And as for “the faces of the Ger-
man peoplé,” as observed by our pass-
ing traveler — now,, really! Friend
Kimmel's letter remains us of the
spate of similar articles and books
written about the “happy, smiling
faces” of the street crowds in Mos-

cow. And if Friend Kimmel promises

not to be offended by the comparison,
it also reminds us of the few con-
versations we have suffered through
with anti-Semites, who invariably re-

gale the world with “impressions” of -

Jews they have met. It seems that
they can merely look at a Jew and
deduce from the expression on his
face that he is hand-in-glove with
the Elders of Zion who are planning
to conquer the world....

We have no more sympathy with
this kind of anti-German racialism
than with anti-Semitism, but go on the
basis of the heroic struggle waged by
'the German people for years. If Kim-
mel believes that Hitler's regime
REALLY gave the German people
“happy” and ‘“sparkling” faces, then
he is a lot more complimentary to the
Nazi barbarism than any other anti-
Nazi we have seen. Those whom 1he
Hitler despotism made happy were
feeding on the oppression and mis-
ery of the mass of the German peo-
ple. We recommend a slightly more
scientific approach to the problem to
our reader.—Ed.

Offers Postscript
On Vogel Letter
Editor: .

Virgil Vogel has a remarkable de-
gree of intellectual flexibility. His
letfer in the February 14 LABOR AC-

TION struck a familiar chord. I
browsed around my pile of periodi-
cals and came up with the Fall, 1945,
issue of Enquiry [“a Journal of In-
dependent Radical Thought”] in
which Mr. Vogel cites \the character-
istic actions of Social - Demoetracy
“during the last thirty years " among
which he notes:

“Was it basically somahst and pro- .

gressive for the Socialist-Democratic
minister of War, Gustav Noske, to or-
der the slaughter of the German

, Spartacists?”

Mr. Vogel's attitudes concerning
this particular event are certainly
volatile if he can assert in his recent
letter to LA:

“You also state ‘that Liebknecht
(and Luxemburg) were ‘murdered by
the forces of the Ebert- Scheidemann-
Noske social-democratic government,’
Despite the many crimes with which
that government can be charged, this
one is, at least, open to grave doubt

. . there is no evidence that the so-
cial-Democratic leaders ordered or
even wanted this murder to take
place.”

A fascinaling phenomenon of re-
pression, hmmm?

William MISHKIN

Correction and Apology

- In a January 10 issue article by
Dave Morgan on West Coast team-
ster union boss Dave Beck, an article
on Beck which appearéd in the mag-
azine Fortune was mconrectly brack-
eted with, one on the same sub]ect
_whlch appeared in Time magazine.
Comrade Morgan and the editors of
LABOR ACTION wish to apologize
for their error to our readers and to
the: writers of the Fortune article.

sity of Washington, Oregon and else-
where the attacks on academic rights &

_tion, as well as the initiative for and

At Queens College Olivet, Univer-

have spread like a political rash.§

There is no evidence of “conspiracy” il _
fhis subject, is no more reason’to fire
thim than the typical bourgeois teach~

between the adrninistrations- of these
institutions,” Bt the ‘assault-on stu-§

dent and faculty rights in' each ofgl

them is politically related to the in-jf
tensity of the cold war and the gen-
eral uneasiness which grips the aca-
demic powers-that-be in such a pre-§
war atmosphere.

The attempts of civic and schoo
administrations to stifle dissent is]
nothing new in the United States
But there are a number of unique
aspects to this particular drive which|
need to be indicated and discussed.

The {iraditional source of inspira-

leadership of the drive to “kick out|
the Reds” from the school system, i

no longer the same. In the-past it§

was- the: most prejudiced and reac-
tionary forces—Hearst, for example—
which
“erusade.” the

. Teday, however

spokesmen io'r sup ressxon ‘of class-§
“soelahsts" ;
liberals of high academic standingj

room freedom include
and the'lilke, These gentlemen ha_ve
introduced  a, new, ingredient in

what is essentlally the same an

democratic stew. Unlike the Hears
followers of yesteryear, they do not¥

emphasize chauvinism or ]lngolsm

but use a much more subtle approach: 8.
what they claim is the best mterests

of academic freedom,

The argument goes as follows: afgg hating, the earmarks of this genre

teacher who is a member of the Com-&

munist Party is not a free agent but,

on the contrary, must follow the dic-%§
tates of his Russia-dominated party.}
He must bying into the classroom not §
only the curriculum but the wvarious ]

political twists and turns of his con-
stantly gyrating organization. There-

fore, the Stalinist as a teacher cannot §
be objective or allow for honest in- %
vestigation and the free play of ideas, '

but must constantly channelize lec-
ture and discussion in such a manner
as to indoctrinate students with to-
talitarian concepts, Thus, the argu-
ment concludes, the Stalinist teacher
falls outside the pale of 'academicians,
privileged to teach in conformity with
accepted democr atic _educational tech-
niques..

POLITICAL MOTIVATION :
The story looks almost convincing

on the surface but a- bit of reflection-

is all that is necessary to unmask the
superficiality of this approach.
To begin: with, it mustbe pointed

out that the Communist Party 'is not .
the only reactionaryiinstitution which'
has its spokesmen on the campus.

There are many others who ‘must fol-
- low the dictates of their organizations.
For example, a member of the Cath-

‘olic Church who teaches, and there -

are many such, is bound by a disci-

pline no less insistent than that of
the Stalinists; to teach in accordance

with his theological views. Otherwise
he may be excommunicated by the
.church and as a result damned fo the
fires of everlasting hell. Therefore,

isn’t it fair to conclude that the tie"
of a devout Catholic' teacher to his .
church has at least as much compul-

sion as the obligation of a Commu-
nist facuity member to his party? At

least the Communist Party has not

as yet asserted its powers over indi-
vidual destiny in the her eafter,

The dnswer lies outside the realm "
of educational phﬂosephy It is not "
~an_academic. problem primarily, but -
‘a political ‘one. The metivation for,
the drive against the Stalinists flows "

from the conflict between Russian
and American imperialism  and the

desire on the part of the American -

ruling class to eliminate ‘opposition
to its ideology in our great halls of

learning. It is the campus counter-

part of loyalty purges and Taft-Hart-
leyism. What is more, this pressure

is being felt, not only by the Stalin- -

ists, but, ‘as is inevitable, by non-

conformists of all types, hberals paci-

fists, socialists, etc.

EXCHANGE OF IDEAS

What must be pointed out next
is the simple fact which is so freely
overlooked by the sophisticated ex-
ponents of thought regulation. That
is, that the Communist. Party, fortu-
nately, neither writes the textbooks
nor makes up the curriculum for the
course of study, It is impossible for
any Stalinist, no matter how hard he
tries, especially in the physical and

virtually monopolized this$

-~ those convinced by a Stalinist.

'natural sciences, to make his- own
Stalinist views more fhan incidental
to what.is the normal course of study.

The fact that'a Stalinist - history
teacher may distort certain phases of

sr who is hard!y obJet:twe in hlS ap-
proach :

. One function of the -classroom
lshould be that of a laboratory where-
n all ideas can be discussed and ex-

fimined. From this point of view, the

presence of Stalinists on  teaching
staffs serves a useful function. of in-

htroducing students to this particular

ideology. Students are not so intel-
Blectually frail that coniaet with Sta-
inist ideology wvia either other stu-
dents or teachers will make them
{succumb to it in a democratic atmo-
sphere. We should not fear, but ra-
ther welcome the opportunity to com=
bat Stalinism in the -open. The légal
suppression of Stalinist teachers will
ot even accomplish- its purpose of
delimiting the influence they have
had on the student body. On the con-

B trary, it will afford the Stalinists the

opportunity to. utilize their mistreat-
ment, pose as martyrs of ‘the progres-
'sive cause ‘and thus’ gam ‘additional
support front the' student body' which
§might hot be the ‘cae if studénts are
pe‘rmzttéd con‘tact w1th aIl 1deolog1es.

i

NALOGY WITH\ FASCISTS

7. But aren't you in favor of dropping
-fascists .and Nazis

! tism, racial disecrimination and labor-
of totalitarianism? If so, why quib-

demonstrably owe allegiance to Sta-

@ linist totalitarianism? This argument
E by analogy is another clever approach

employed to justify the recent firings.
Let us see how valid it is.

The methods: of fighting totalitari-
i 'anism are not absolute. That is, they

another. The above guestion does not
take this into consideration, and
therein lies its essential fallacy. The

' ‘teacher who teaches race hatred can-

~not be regarded in the same light as
the one who tries to convince us of

E ble over the dismissal of those who ,

from teaching -
g staffs when they preach anti-Semi-

vary from situation to situation and
" from one kind of totalitarianism to

the blessings of Russian life. Today,

those who can be swayed by a Nazi
‘will not be the samel element as
The
former will be the most backward
. students. who. are predlsposed to ra-
cist propaganda; the latter are in-
variably the more rebellious students

‘.and they are the ones whom we must

be most concerned with. The sup-'
. pression .of the.Stalinist teacher will
not break the rebellious student from
Stalinism but only increase its pres-
tige in his eyes.

In a comparison of the right of the
Stalinist and the Nazi to teach, we
.must bear in mind the base of sup-
port each of these totalitarian forces
‘has off campus. In the one case, the
. Stalinists have their support in a sec-
tion of the working class; the Nazi or
fascist organizations. have support in
the- most, backward wing of the mid-
dle class, land and capitalist -class.

‘We should be interested in winning *

away the Stalinist worker from his
party; we do not show the same con-

. cern for the social base of the Nagzi

or fascist movement. We cannot break
the Stalinist worker from his party

by refusmg his -intellectual. leaders:

the right to teach in ‘the school sys-
tem,

-.,a'

STANDARD OF COMPETENCE

Another reasen why progressives
must” defend the’ right of a Stalinist

~-to.teach;-and not necessarily that of

a fascist, is the fact that anti-Stalin-

“ist legislation on campus can be more

easily broadened to include all those
who are .ger;uine_ opponents of Amers
ican imperialism; off campus thisikind
of legislation can always be extended
to include real left-wing parties and

~the labor movement itself.

No teacher should be barred froni

~his profession on the basis of his con-

victions. The prime determinant must
be, not pohtmal ideology, ‘but com-

.petence in’ his particular field. If a
- Stalinist can teach math effectively
- then he i§ entifled—as is the Catholic
" or the advocate of “free love’—to be'

a teacher. For once the standard of

competence is dropped and that of

‘ideology Substituted for it, no mat-
- ler how “democratic” the motivation
. given, the consequence will spell dis-
- aster for fieedom of éducation.
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S'l'alm Line on independent Macedonia™ Seen as Key lIssue

- (Continued from page 1

In addition to this, if any situation

developed where it became necessary
to remove Markos, his break .with
the party during the thirties could
be bmught up. to show he was 'al-

. ways no good and a “right wing

deviationist.”
was a natural.

BUT—DEVIATION
APPEARS AGAIN

But a couple of things have hap-
pened since last year which make. it
a little difficult to announce to the
“democratic” army, to the KKE
members and to the world as a whole
that Markos is a “right wmg de-

Markos, we repeat,

" viationist.”

For one thing, the Stalinists had
built Markos up too high to knock
him out that fast. In the United
States, you may remove an Earl
Browder without too many questions
from the membership, except that
some will leave the party, while
others may remain with the illusion
that some day they will stop. these
bureaucratic happenings.

But in Greece, or elsewhere, Where
persons are facing death everyday
by being in the guerilla movement
or even by distributing hangballs,
they want to know why a person: was
removed.

This is the answer the KKE Iuders '

cannet give to the army or to! _Ilm_!r
membership. Mdrkos® deviation seems
to rest on the fol!owing. He is:still
aaginst the slognn of "independent
Mucedonia™ and against the KKE car-
rying on any activity that may stop
supplies coming in from' Tito's Yugo-
slavia.

Although this may seem as ‘two
points it is really only.one. If- the
KKE pursues the slogan of “inde-
pendent Macedonia,” which means
giving the Greek section of Mace-
donia to Bulgaria, then Tito will im-
mediately realize that Moscow con-
trolled Bulgaria’s next step will be
to claim the other section of Mace-
donia that is now part of Yugoslavia.

Whether Markos is thinking only
in terms of military 'material or
weather he is against the slogan of
“independent- Macedonia” on political'
grounds it is difficult to say. But that
is not important information for
anyone.

_ What is important is ‘that the
members of the “democratic” army
are against the slogan of “independ-

-ent Macedonia” or any dismember-

ment - of Greece. They joined this
army because they wanted a govern-

_ _nw_nt of their own choosing, freedom

and ecivil liberties, and against for-
eign domination and intervention.
And one can rest assured, that the

soldiers as well as members of the’

KKE, no matter what their back-
ground, feel that * “independent

Macédonia” means 1ntewent10n by

Bulgaria.

STALIN'S AGENTS
EYE MACEDONIA G
All of this is the opposite of the
new line of the KKE. The KKE now
‘realizes that the Royalist Govern-
ment in Athens, no matter how cor-
rupt and rotten it is, will be able to
continue the struggle. The United
States will make sure that Athens
keeps fighting. The millions upon
millions of dollars being poured in
by the United States in money and
material will mean the continuous
whittling away of the guerilla move-
ment. But, as important, is the fact

that the KKE views Russia’s peace’

maneuvers swith some apprehension.

" The KKE has lost all hope of taking
over in Greece for some time to come.
They feel that the only thing they may
be able to salvage is Macedonia. So,

they are going to press for v,ictories.
in that region, hoping that eventually,

at some future peace conference, no
one would permit the Macedonian
quéstion to delay ‘more important is-
sues. Thus, the Stalinists hope they
will ‘'gain this toehold by default.

The problems now facing the Stal-

inists are many. They must conguer
all of Greek Macedonia. Their ma-
neuvers must not be too obvious or
else the soldiers will desert. For, who
would remain and fight if he is told
that he is not fighting to return to
his home a free man, but that he is
fighting for an “independent Mace-
donia.” Politically advanced and po-
litically backward soldiers will rebel
at this, even if for entirely different
reasons, -

This is why the "disciplinarian™ and
GPU man, John loannadies, is naw a
charge of the army and the govern-
ment. The new task does not call for
a front man like Markos. The Stalin-
ists know that this is the last straw
and that is why one of their leaders
has been put in. loannides will fry to
control the army with strong arm
methods, But they will fail.

Schapiro Talk Jams Forum

(Contmued from page 1

oping on the part of the artists theni-
selves: that more fruitful results could
be achjeved by applying their art to
practical projects (arch1tectura1 de-
sign, ete.), as well as to the emigra-
tion of leading artists due to the lack
of materials and opportunities in the
midst of civil war, famine and eco-
nomic dislocation. These tendencies
merged into the ensuing Stalinist pe-
riod of growing power for the bureau-
cracy and increasing pressure upon
artists to succumb to the needs of
the Stalinist state. !

WIDE RANGE

_This, however, was only one sec-
tion of the evening's talk, which
ranged over a wide historical field,
taking up at greater or lesser length
the effects on art of Nazism in Ger-
many and its campaign against “Bol-
shevism in art” and “Wehrsabolage,”

a few side glances at conditions under
Mugsolini, the French Revolution and
after, the Catholic Church and—in
answer to a question from the floor
—of the WPA in the United States
in the ’'30s. In connection with his
discussion of' painting under Hitler-

\

ism, Professor Schapiro also included

a section on forerunners of the fas-

cist spirit in the field of art—glori-
fying male aggressiveness, the Fueh-
rer image, marching men in serried
ranks, ete. '

Approximately the last third of the

lecture was based upon the showing

of slides of representative paintings
under Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini—
often paired to underline the points.

Labor Action Forum wishes to ex-
tend its regrets to those who were
unable to hear Professor Schapiro.
The next in the series of forums,
taking place Sunday, March 6, will
hear a discussion of “Asia in Revolt”
by a panel of three highly qualified
speakers. They are: Jack Brad, whose
articles in LABOR ACTION on the
recent events in China have been
widely regarded as among the most
illuminating accounts of the situation
there to have appeared anywhere,

" Henry Judd, who writes the “World

Polities” column weekly in LABOR
ACTION. and A. Kimbay, a special-
ist in econemics and writer for The
New -International and LABOR AC-
TION, who has lived in China for
many years. Time: 800 p.m., at Labor
Action Hall, 114 West 14th Street.

LABOR ACTION

oscow Dictates Markos Ouster—

The poor mistaken workers and
peasants in this army followed the
Stalinists, for they had nowhere else
to go in their search for an organ-
ized resistance to the Athens regime.
‘But now, even if all issues are still
not clear, they will depart. Some will
surrender, others will go along with
their  morale completely broken.
What Churchill’s. cannons and Tru-
man’s planes could not do—the Stal-
inists have accomplished.

FOUR POINTS ON
THE KKE AGENDA

The agenda and the decisions of -

the meeting of the Central Commit-

. tee of the KKE are the most reveal-

ing documents ever published by any
organization. Not so much in what
they say, but in the way they try to
hide various facts. '

It was a four-point agenda starting
off with a long speech by the general
secretary on conditions in Greece and
the main aims .of the Stalinist army
during 1949, He went into detail on
what towns and areas must be taken,
etc. This may seem foolish, telling the
enemy where you are going to strike
and who will be there to fight, A
maneuver? Yes, but not to fool the
Royalist government, but to fool the
"democratic" army into, thinking that
the KKE is planning overall actions in
every part of Greece, and thus hide
the fact that Macedonia remains the
only goal.

The second point on the agenda
was on the “Right wing opportunist
deviations” and this is where Markos
and others were pulled apart. In the
report of the meeting distributed to
party henchmen throughout  the
country, the KKE leaders claimed
that the deviationists believed that
progress could be made and that the
foreign aid was necessary before any
army should engage only in small
guerilla skirmishes. But that is
camouflage.

Third point of the meeting was
the reason why a new Political Com-
mittee was necessary, and the fourth
point was the election of the new
committee. Among those dropped
from the Political Committee are
Chryssa Hatzivasilliou, a leader of
the Athens organization, who was
considered too soft for the tasks
ahead, and Porphyrogennis, a law-
yer who served as Minister of Labor
in the Papandreou cahinet. Another
member, P. Rousos, husbhand of
Chryssa, and, one who had helped
form the Papandreou coalition at
Lebanon, was reduced to an alter-
nate on the Political Committee.

o

Push Russmcatlon of Eastern Europe{

ly JACK BRAD

Three years after the end of the war, the
countries of Eastern Europe are taking on a
common appéarance under the forced program of
Stalinism. In this relatively short period of time

. nations of as different a culture and history as

Czechoslovakia and-Hungary are being forced into
a common mold, and an equalized level is' gradu- °
ally being established in which differences are
eliminated and homogeneous subservience to the
new master imperialism comes to dommate every-
where.

The end of the war saw all East Europe occu-

“pled. by the Russian Army (except Yugoslavia).

Under this occupation the Russians established the
"new people’s democracies” as Coalition, reglmes
of remnant capitalist elements, peasant parties,

*social democracies and church parties. However,

all of these parties were successively penetrated
by Stalinists. Whatever their erlgln or tradition.
thein leaderships were split by u Stalinist, core
which took over power, or the old aeudershlp wus

replaced by more direct attack.
s

At this early stage the Stalinists® even re-
created some of the traditional national parties in
order to offset the possibility of mdependent de-
velopment. Thus, in Poland, for exanmle, the Stal-
inists actively participated in the reconstruction
of the Socialist Party under Cyrankiewicz. In
Czechoslovakia Fierlinger played; a similar role.
Peasant parties were likewise fabricated for the
same purpose and by the same means. .

OPEN AND BLOODY STALINIST RULE

This period of coalition throughout East Eu-
rope proved uniformly short-lived. For goalition .
soon became subordination to Russian. cuntrol At
this stage, which is now in the process of comple-
tion, the facade of coalition was abandoned for
moye direct Communist Party rule. The pene-
trated and betrayed parties were gradual)y obllt-
erated. The “People’s Fronts” are giving way to
monolithic rule in naked fashion.

‘Sotial-Démbocratic parties . were destroyed in-
ternally, split by Stalinist agents and betrayed by
corruption and spinelessness. In Poland, Hungary
and elsewhere® the Social Democratic ]:"a.rtles
were forced to “unite” with the Commumst Par-
“ties. The process of unity was m;e of expanding
political and police terror. Purges lopped off op-
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" ponents at the top Accusations of treasomn, exile

and. imprisonment were used against leaders who
resisted. Even the ranks could not be trusted.
The terror was extended to the smallest unit.

Political screening boards reviewed every mem-
ber's history and family background. His neighbors,
his fellow workers, his foreman, his janitor were
questioned on his attitudes. Dossiers were. estab-
lished for tens of thousands; the secret police ex-
tended itself over every section of the population.
The merged party was a purged party. Nevertheless
this did pot end the. sifting precess. For at the
next stage of development collaboration. and even
subordination were no longer enough. So the once
"purified” parties are .being purged again and
again. Socialist parties and frade unions were the
first elements brought under Stalinist control, for
this group represented the greatest danger to the
regime.

The workers are the focal point of the Stalin-
ist economic program, Everywhere the CP has
introduced piecework, speedup, the longer work-
ing day and longer -workweek. Stakhanovist slo-
gans and the pressure to produce under constant
threat of accusation of sabotage have become the
normal. factory 1‘egime The unions are trans-
formed from agencies for, the protection of the
workers into arms of the state for énforcement of
production norms. Political, economic and cultural
organizations of thé city proletariat have been

integrated into the uniform monolithism that is -

emerging.

The parties of the remnant bourgeoisie were
next brought under attack. These fell with little
pressure. Only in Czechoslovakia was there a capi-
talist class of any strength, but under the Benes-
Stalin pact it had already surrendered key politi-
cal posts. The fate of Benes and Masaryk indi-
¢ated the feebleness of the bourgeois opposition.
It also explains the inability of the U, S. State
Department to develop a policy inside these eoun-
tries. The other urban groups which the Stalin-
ists have brought under their control were the
students and university faculties. These have been
completely re-oriented into training grounds for
the new class of bureaucrats.

The most numerous social class'is the peasantry,
All: East Europe is a largely peasant area. To co-
ordinate the countryside into-its structure Stalin-
ism first began the destruction of the peasuni

- parties. The fall- of Mickolajezk and' the killing of

Petkov were the symbols of this drive. Similar events
took place in the rest of East Europe. Today
peasant purhes do not exist except as village

. adjuncts of the state apparatus and its rulers. Yil-

lage: copperatives have become instruments for eco-
nomic control of agricultural production.

““The  current destruction of independent
churches, as exemplified by the Mindszenty affair
.and the case of the Bulgarian Protestant priests,
'is the culmination of the process of destroying

the'last bastions of peasant opposition or poten- -

tial opp031tmn The specific tharged erimes in each
instance are relatively unimportant and incidental

to the primary Stalinist objective of eliminating .

the last vestige of possible -antagonisms and its
transformation into national churches to serve as
agencies among the peasantly for propagation of
Stalinism. For Stalinism is not so much anti-
clerical as anti-those-chutches it has not yet taken
over, In fact, the Russian Orthodox .Church has

been utilized to spread Pan-Slavism and Rus-
sianism.

INTEGRATED INTO RUSSIAN ECONOMY

East Europe is not developing into a buffer
zone or transitional area but is being forced, by
a common leveling pattern, into the closest organic
relationship between these countries and between
each of them and Russia. The common pattern is
the tying of each economy to the next ard of the
whole to the Russian. Trade pacts, military alli-
ances and the Cominform are the varied instru-
ments of the coordination pattern.

Through “mixed companies” and radical alter-
ation of ‘trade direction toward Russia these
economies are becoming not only Stalinized in the
general sense, but Russified in the specific. The
new stage in East Europe is toward Russifica-
tion. The Tito schism has accelerated this trend,
which is intended as a preventive to national
separation.

Whether these countries become formally ab-
sorbed by Russia as the Baltic states were, only
time will tell, but the tendency is foward such an
extension of Russiu into Europe. This seems to be
the course of empire. In the process of absorption
a leveling of cultural and economic life is essential
because a higher standard in conquered aréas than
in the seat of empire is inadmissible. So the stand-
ard of living of East Europe is being driven down.
The Russians extort from these countries huge quan-
‘tities in order to raise the standards at home.

This tendency toward organic absorption, or
as at present, coordination between Russia and
its European satellites is motivated by strategic
policies of the cold war and preparation of the
next imperialist war. But not this alone. There
are many pressures toward such a policy. What is
emerging is the character of the new Russian
empire under Stalinism,
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Thorez and Togliai-ﬁ

In statements made by them this past week both
Maurice Thorez, head of the French Communist Party
which still' has about 1,600,000 members, and Palmixo
Togliatti, head of the Italian' Stalinist movement with
about 2,000,000 members, have both deliberately provoked

the possibility of ‘arrest. of themselves, their parties’ °

respective top leaders and; finally the:. outlawing -of
their organizations.: The .question naturally .is: what
lies behind this careful provocation on their part; why
was it made at this particular moment; how does it
fit into the well thoughtout tactics and strategy of
Moscow? For there should be no mistake about that.
These statements, although uttered in French and
Italian, were written in Moscow .or wherever the
Cominform now has its central bureau.

But, first, let us be clear as to what Hlese ‘I'wo Stalinist
gentlemen had to say. The phony "peace™ offensive
undertaken some weeks back by the. decrepit Marcel
Cachin, the Stalinist Senator from Brittany, has now
dried up and this antique has been put back on the shelf.
The reaction of America to that offer was its con-

cretization of the terms of the impending North Atlantic.

military alliance. Against this background, Thorez had
his say, to the effect that if Russia should be obliged to
invade France (in o war with America,-of course) the
French Stalinists would openly side with the Russian
armies. In hi's rhei-urical way, Thorez stated that in the
event of war '’
other attitude toward the Soviet Army than has been’
that of the people of Poland, Rumania and Yugoslavia?"
A cynic might, of course, willfully interpref this to "mean"™
that the French would do their damndest to throw. out
the Russians, but “everyone Ilnows wliuf 'ﬂmre: Im:l
in mind. s

From the viewpoint of the French government this,
of course, is a treasonable statement. A strong, unified
French government (not the shaky thing that passes
for a government now) might have elapped. Thorez
in jail at once. Instead, the reactions so far have been
rather timid—a resolution condemning Thorez passed
by the National Assembly, without depriving him of
his Assembly immunity from arrest;::some raids on
secondary Stalinist headquarters; a few arrests of
fifth rate Stalinists, ete. It is possible, however, that the
government is contemplating a more violent reaction
at a later date. So it is, the general situation of stale-
mate probably means that the matter will rest and
tend to die ‘out unless the Stalinists pursue their pro-
vocative course.

TOGLIATTI GOES A STEP FURTHER

In Italy, Stalinist Togliatti made much the same
declaration. After poopoohing the  whole idea of the
Russians coming as far as Italy, Togliatti, with deliber-
ate hypoerisy, nullified his own insistence that it was all

a “hypothetical” matter by an eyen more specific and
cleamut statement than ‘that of Thorez. (Catch an
Italian Stalinist leader being outdone by a French
Stalinist! )“. . . the Italian people would have the
evident duty to aid in the most efficient way the Soviet
Army in order to give the aggressor- (that s America,
of course) the lesson he deserves.” That is, Togliatti
proposes active and posxtwe assistance to the Russian
troops, whereas Thorez only talks' about welcoming
them (as did, allegedly, the Polish, Rumanian, etc.,
people). Uncle Joe will surely make a note’ of this m
his index file of rewards and punishments,

Just what the ‘even weaker Italian government will
do with Togliatti is still more doubtful, unless, again,
the Italian Stalinists pursue their provocations with
other statements and actions. This, of course, would
create a major erisis involving much broader issues
than those at stake now and would change the whole
picture. But this still seems unlikely: -

So much for the facts in. this: evidently: new “tactic”
of western European Stalinism. What's behind the
whole performance?

One aspect is obvious ennugh. Tlle North  Atlantic
security pact is coming shortly, the differences are about
to be worked out, and the tendency for the strengthening
of western Europeé—on a capitalist, militarist basis—
continues to prgress. This is therefore Stalinism’s open
declaration of war on the coming military alliance of
Western. Europe, and all have understood it as such.
It is both @ warning and a threat, aimed at weakening
the effects of the Pact and issued with perhaps a vague

.+« could ‘the workers of Friince have any

hope of even forestalling it. Thorez and Togliatti are both
saying to their respective bourgecis governments—if
you go to war against Russio, under American Jedder-
ship, you will face "civil war” at home.

So much is clear, but the question still rémains:
why. should western European Stalinism, a movement
which has become distinetly weakened, less popular
and much more actively opposed within the past year,
risk its immediate future and actually court a further
decline and loss of membership by such obviously pro-
vocative declarations? From their immediate view-
point, both Italian and French Stalinism can only lose
considerable ground mnow, particularly since they are
incapable at this moment of taking power, or even
seriously threatening to. This cannot be answered by
merely saying that both parties are aware that the
existing governments in France and Italy are too
weak too surpress them, no matter what they say. This
consideration naturally enters in the picture, but
neither government is so weak as to be unable to annoy,
disrupt and hamper public Stalinist performances and
activities. Stalinism is in for rough times in both
countries.

NO INDEPENDENT ROAD TO POWER

The question must be answered more tentatively and
from various aspects. It has long been clear that
western European Stalinism has little - likelihood of
coming to power now, today, independently, under
its own force and steam. We believe that a new thought
must be added to this now: namely, not only is this
pretty much excluded, but Stalin (that is, the Russian
ruling -group) consciously and deliberately does not

-want this to happen! He desires. Stalinism in. power

in' France and Italy, to be sure, but only over a. certain
road. That road is not the independent political action
of the French and Italian parties, but rather over the
road of the Third World War; i. e., invasions of his
Russian troops who will then hoist a dependent national
Stalinist' movement into the saddle. Stalinism to power
over the Polish, Rumanian, Hungarian road—yes; but
not to power via the road of Jugoslavia or China. The
images of Tito and Mai-Tze-tung are probably haunting
Stalin today equally as much as the visions of Truman
and Churchill.

In this sense, the de:larciinns of Thorez and Togliatti
are also declarations of loyalty—that is, subservience—

. to Stalinism, Russian style. They are both declaring, to

Stalin, their willingness to continue their present decline
in influence and membership, to flirt with the danger of
a renewed underground existence, efc., because they
both accept the Stalin' strategy of coming te power.
only during the course of a new weorld war. Stalin. has
demanded proof of loyalty and subservience. Partial
proof has been the new-concluded violent purge that went

“on in both these parties. This.is final proof that the leader-

ship has abandoned any temptations of an independent
road to power, outside of and against the will of Moscow.
Will Stalin demand further proofs? That depends upon
other factors. If he believes that war with America
is cuming closer, that it may come within the next four
or five years, he most certainly will—including’ such
provocative actions as would surely result in the suppres-
sion of his parties.

Such seems to be the meaning of these new tactical

declarations, As to the charge of “treagon” directed -

against the Stalinist léaders, they are most surely
guilty if we clarify what we mean by ‘treason.” Yes,
Togliatti and Thorez are treasonable agents.of Russian
imperialism,. if by that we mean .treasonable to the
Italian and French people in general, and the working
class in particular. In essence, they have declared
their open intention of imposing Stalinist totalitarian-
istic dictatorships upon these people at their earliest

opportunity. And that is treason in the real sense of -

the word; tredson to a socialist future and humanity
in general. No socialist can be so naive therefore, if
they should be arrested and prosecuted; to consider this,
a “civil liberties” issue and to fight in their behalf;
anymore than ‘any socialisf could side with his own
government’s charges of “treason” since de Gasperi
and Queille have an entirely different interpretation
of this word than we do. Thorez and Togliatti -are
guilty, guilty in the judgment of socialism. We look
forward to their appearance before a court of the
people, charged with their crimes against humanity.

Henry J ubDh
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Israel-Egypt Armistice—

(Continued from page 1

ing to make Transjordan the Prussia

of the Near East. Such a unification

can only endanger the real independ-

ence of Israel and. thwart the na- .
tional aspirations of the  other na-.
tionalities of the Near East. How-

ever, opposition to unification will be -
of little avail in the long run. Is-
rael, as the other key power in“the

area, is the only power capable of

putting forward, the only.real alterna-

tive, of raising the banner .of a peo-

ple’s unification of the Near East. It

is in Israel's interest, both for the

benefits it will give ALL of the Near

East, and because it is one- of- the

surest guarantees of its own national

freedom. ;

PROBLEM FOR ISRAEL

Another danger'faces Israel, not an
immediate danger, but a danger nev-

fact that Stalinism is totalitarian, anti-
equalitarian and anti - democratic in.
its home territory, is bad enough. But
what is of more immediate concern
to a people that is just winning its
war of independence, is that Russia
has reduced all the countries it “in-
fluences” to. satellites, deprives them
of national independence and free-
dom, - stifles their industrial develop-
mment (Yugoslavia), drains their natu-
ral resources. (Rumania and Manchu-
ria). and liguidates the Fierlingers and

Quislings that helped bring them to.

power.

The antidote to both these dangers
lies on the same road. Israeli labor
must take the lead in creating aniin-
dependent socialist movement in the

Arab countries and for a people’s

unification of the Near East.

The kind: of peace negotiated by Is-

rael will do a lot to further these
necessary developments. The internal
policy and, especially, the way the
Arab agrarian reform will be treated
is an lmportant compcment of. such a

policy.

POINTS IN A PROGRAM- .

While LABOR ACTION cannot sub-
stitute itself for the Jeéwish and Arab
labor movement, whose job it is to
work out a conerete program, LABOR
ACTION can and does offer a few
suggestions that can be ‘the beginning
of such a program.

1. Econopjic union -of ‘Israel and
Arab Palestine and/or Transjordan.

2. Return of Arab refugees.

3. United Arab-Jewish trade unions
and political parties in Israel.

4. Direct: contact with the Arabla-
bor movement ouiside of Palestine.

ertheless: that the defeat of the Atab

states may cause some of the younger
Arab nationalists' to turn toward Sta-
linism and totalitarianism. The mis-
erable social conditions, the.iuffer
weakness of the present nationalists
and their current - disillusionment
makeé such a development a possibil-
ity on the part of sections. of the in-
telligentsia in partlcular—unle'ss a
democratic revolutionary boClaHSt al—
ternative is offered.

Unfortunately, some Jewish cu-cles

claims to be a democratic revolution-
ary party) look forward to such a -
development. That they ignore the

‘Mapai.
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Stalinists.

* 4/Court Square
Long.Island City 1, N. Y.

Mapm Wms in Hlstadruth

.Elections to the conventmrf of the Jew;sh trade unions in Isr acl
the Histadruth, were held on February 13. 180,000 workers cast their
‘ballots. Five parties competed for delegates: Mapai (Labor Party-
. Social-Democratic) ; Mapam (United Workers-pro-stahmst) i+ Oved
Hatzioni- (Liberal) ; Oved Hadati. (religious bloe in Histadruth and
mdgpendenb of the Misrachi and Aguda); and the Communist Party.

“The counting of the ballots in the civilian areas is completed but
the army vote remains to be counted. While no final and complete fig-
and especially the Mapam (which’ L ,.oq ar0 yet available, the. xeturns so far show a complete victory for

The Mapai received 60 per cent of the vote, compared to its pre-:
vious 52 per cent. The Mapam received almost 30 per cent, compared
to its previous 38 per cent. The other three groups divided the remain--

(F per cent amohg themselves. No breéakdown of this 10 per ceént
* is- yet available, it unofficial wports indieate a sizable loss fm the

- The-rout of the Mapam within the Histadruth completes the de-
feat suffered by that party in the-Israeli elections, The main reason
1K ‘for.this défeat is the pro-Stalinist position of the Mapam. The senes
of defeats suffered by the Mapam shotild' beé the signal for a re-orien-
tation of that party. The Mapam ‘militants- interested in the growth
of a left-wing party must take steps to return théir party to a demo-
cratic revolutionary socialist program. F ;
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March 7, 1949

By R. FAHAN

*"The low vote ‘received by Norman
‘Thomas in the last election, the gen-
eral decline of ihe Soeialist 'Party
“over the past decade, the beckoning’
‘temptations of jobs and prestige in
“-both the union movement and the
governmental apparatus that have'led
so many leaders of the SP to aban-
don “socialism in our time,” the over-
all political demoralization that-has
beset the political left in Amg'rlca-—-
these, together with other factors, in-
dicate that the Socialist Party of
Norman Thomas, pale, fragile ghost
that it is, is not long for this world.

Geared intellectually and emotion-
ally for electoral activity alone, lack-
ing any sustaining programmatic
strength and completely disoriented
by recent history, the SP is now in
the process of debating how best to

. bury itself.

No socialist in his right mind can
view this fact with mere glee. Were
it the consequence of a turn to the
left by American socialists, were it
the prelude fo a new, lively political
formation

notions. F:rst the theory. One ".tron-
ders: what world is Daniel Bell living
in? Has"he ‘evér Heard “of' such mat-

" ters-as war-eggnomyy the preparation

such as the RDR in,

France, the disappearance of the SP *
would be ‘cause for satisfactlon As |
it is, its present dilemma ’ (ofice’ one !

leaves aside fictional ‘considerations)

“must be seen ‘as part of the GEN-
- ERAL' decay of the’ sornahst move-
o3 ment in’ America. '

" Today, the SP is debatihg several
'variént proposals: ‘shall it surrender
‘its ‘ttaditional elecforal role? shall it
- continue 'as a party? shall it merge
“"with the Social Democrats? But more
important, it is debating what its PO-
LITICAL view should be: shall it
become, even more than it has thus
far been, a mere “critical” defender
" of ‘Western capitalism?

- 'One issue that is agitating the SP
is the question of what attitude to
take toward the Atlantic Pact: un-
conditional or “critical” support ,No:-
man Thomas is reportedly on the
“left” in this dispute! To such depths
has American socialism sunk.

PROPOSES SUICIDE

In an interesting article in the Jan-
uary, 1949, Modern Review, Daniel
Bell discusses the future of the SP
in America. Bell is a young ‘Social
Democrat with a touch of academic
sheen and sophistication; he “is'intel-
ligent and’ realistic—oh, terribly, ter-
ribly realistic. His proposal, in effect,
is that the SP officially and frankly
commit suicide, so that its ‘people
and supporters can ‘engage, - without
impediment, in old-party  polifics.

The amusing thing about Bell's ar-
ticle is:the vocabulary with’which he
dresses up his none too ‘remarkable
proposal. The SP, he says, has always
fluctuated between being d POLITI-
CAL and an ETHICAL ’movement
Listen to Bell's distinetion:

Society, he says,
system for the distribution' of ‘tan-
gible rewards and privileges. Within
that ' frame, ethics deals with 'the
ought of distribution, -involving a
theory of justice. Politics is the con-
‘crete manner of: distribution involv-
mg a power struggle between organ-
ized groups to determine the alloca-
tion of privilege...if there is a gen-
uine commitment to politics, as a
means of implementing the ethical
ideal, then one must accept the haz-
ards of evil that are implicit and
shunt utopianism. Politics then be-
comes the acceptance of the relevant
alternative.”

Here is something gueer indeed.
A Social Democrat defines ethics as
being the equivalent of a revolution-
ary approach to politics—though we
had thought that for the Social Demo-

crats ethics' was 'a’ perennial monop- '

oly and that it was the revolutionists
who +“ere ‘unethical, Politics, how-
ever, means being realistic, accepting
the “relevant alternative” — that is,
accepting the capitalist status’ quo. In’
other words, says Bell to his fnends

in the Socialist’ Party, stop being “so- *

cialists! Be reformers, be ADAers, be'
left-wingers in the Democratic Paity
—but don’t try to build for indepen-
dent class politics or independent
Marxist thought. '

Bell is frank enough: “compromise
after compromise is necessary.” He
sneeringly points to the record of the
SP° “left Wwing” which had passed
. “revolutionary” resolutions in the
late '30s and a few years later was
plumping for Roosevelt. He is for
“independent labor action” but not
for an independent labor party. So-
cialists, he thinks, should work in the
Demadcratic’' Party primaries, acting as
“intellectual catalysts” (read: intel-
lectual stooges) of the labor leaders.
(Bell thus has the honor of codifying

in theory what has beei taking place

in t‘_act the shameful history of ‘such
once “revolutionary” figutes as 'Gus’
Tyler, Jay Lovestone and Will Hér-
berg in becoming the “thmk men“ of
labor bureaucrats.)

But Bell is not content'with mere
pragmatlc motivation; he has a'theo-
ry, too, First, the trade union move-
ment today is committed, not to over-
throwing capitalist ~society '(hear!
hear!), but to assuring itself a better
place- within it. Second, as a conse-
quence of recent economic policies in
capitalist countries—deficit spending,
managed economy, labor-capital part-
nership — it is unlikely that violent
depressions will -break out. Hence,
the problem for socialists is one of
increasing labor’s share of the “take”
and not worrying about eventual
goals.

°

A few words are in order on these

“is ‘an "organized,

¥

of América for war, and the economic
conseqye,nc.es of that preparation?
Implicit in, Bell's article. is the as-
sumphon tHat the present uneasy
sprosperity” ‘will ‘continge in’ Amer-
ica indefinitely, that somehow ;capi-
talism will succeed in stabilizing it-
self. It follows on an economioc . theo-
ry, or rather nntmn. that by virtue
of tight govérnmental’ regulation  of
economy and the creation of what C.
Wright Mills aptly calls the “garrison
economy” in preparation for an ac-
tive war, capitalism will be able to
avoid cyclical depressions. This is a
theory about which one may be prop-
erly skeptical, but even if one decides
to accept it, that hardly means that
any sort of genuine stabilization will
follow. (Bell speaks of the workers
having a “settled” feeling, What feel-
ing of the werkers is settled, except
their fear of unemployment?) For
what the theory implies is that war
and -war economy. have become so

natural, so ppavoldab f under ca:;i- )
room” for the

talism that'thereis no°
classieal- shert-run -cyclical capitalist
dewgel pment. 7 In | ather | words, » the
worst aspects qr capitalism will com-
ple{.eiy replace its “normal” line of
fluctuation. 4

Let us grant that. But then what
fnllmirs'? Is it possible for such a war
econnmy mdeﬁm_tely to grant the
labor reforms_ which Bell believes are
the ‘only consequential matters for the
labor and socialist movement? - Will
there not, must there not arise a fun-
damental clash between the war ma-
chine and the reform tendencies of
the garrison state, even though these
reforms (mostly, by the way, quite
hypothetical, in the bush rather than
in the hand) be politically necessary
for the militarized state in order to
keep labor docile. Such guestions do
not concern Bell—which shows that
he is' writing not about Anterica as
it IS but America as it is imagined
in the editorial offices of the New
Leader.

And ‘even if, as he implies, there
will not be an immediate large-scale
depression ‘with millions thrown out
of work, will there not also be ‘an
increasing *hidden” economic hun-
ger? Can’ the price of war wastage
be indefinitely postponed? Who will
pay? Will not the workers, even if
working regularly, find that they are
being ' squeezed increasingly? .And
will this not lead.to.an intensifica-
tion of the class struggle? (The class
strugg]e Daniel, Bel], is. something

one can observe in practice, in life;,
it is'not a myth concocted by “ETHI-

CAL" saclallsts) X
THE SIMPLE TRUTH

Bell is correct about one thing:
that the labor umons are being forced
to comimit themselves increasingly to
politics'and that, in the present situa-
tion, ‘they are being increasingly’ in-
tegrated into the capitalist state ap-
paratus. But from labor's point of
view. or at least from ANY sort of
socialist point of view,' that is a
great DANGER. For the more the
labor leadership is drawn into the
garrison stafe, the more it becomes
the junior partner (assigned to the
task of running errands at election
time) of the capitalist class, the less
desirous and able is it'to fight for la-
bor’s rights. The ‘“statification” of the
labor leadership is proceeding qulck-

.1y, but that is a “hindrance'to the

workers, not an aid.

Bell’s political advice....He should
have listened in at the po]ltlcal ac-
tion s_essmn_of the recent UAW con-
ference in Milwalkee, where delegate

" soon as the Democrats win,

after delegate (not socialists, not
members of the WP or any other
party) got up to_tell the same story.
The story goes something like this:
“We worked our heads off for the
Democratic Party when no one
thought it had a chance. We. provided
the manpower, the drive, and a lot of
roney. We elected their leaders. As
all the
old-time party hacks, smelling jobs,
came rushing back and gradually be-
gan to crowd us.out. In effect, we re
vived their party—FOR THEM.”

In those simple words is the truth
about the proposal to work in the
Dempecratie Party. Bell himself, being
a realist, remarks that when the so-
cialists before the First World War
entered the Democratic Party, “they
won a party but lost their socialism.”
That doesn’t seem to bother him, and
if one were malicious one might say
he doesn’t have too much socialism
to losé. But now, in 1949, what can
be lost in the Democratic Party is
not merely socialism, but simply la-
bor militancy. What are the glorious

.consequences of “labor’s great vic-

tory” at election time? What has
been won? What will be won? Is any

_Iabor leader sanguine about Congress?
.Isn’t. there a reason for Philip Mur-
“ray’s recent -attack on the Truman

administration for boggling the “fight”
against the Taft-Hartley bill? Is the
great consequence of working in the
Democratic Party the program ad-
vanced in Congress by leaders of both
parties to build some 700,000 homes
... by 1955?

Of all these things, Bell has little
to say. Nor does he have anything
to say, incidentally, about the dan-
gerous trend to squeeze civil liberties
that is evident throughout the coun-
try.

For in truth Bell is not talkihg
about America as it.is, and as it is
BECOMING. (Were we not fearful
of being accused of being amoral
Bolsheviks, we would say he is not
talking dialectically.) He sees no war
economy, no problem for workers in
that economy, no futility in tying up
with the Demaocratic Party, no pat-
tern of repeated betrayal of labor by

Democratic Party leaders (including .

the liberal ones). Though he calls
himself a socialist, he makes no ef-
fort to place America in the general
pattern of capitalist development, to
see it in decline and in a death- strug-
gle for existence. Instead he envisages
an endless vista of social peace in
which labor will snuggle into the state
& 'bit more-happily, get itself a few
more reforms . . . indeed, the mind
of a reformist is a cozy apartment.

It 'is 'very possible that a majority
of the Socialist Party leaders will
take kindly to Bell’s article. For them
his article may well represent “real-
istic” thinking. And it is more than

' likely “that his proposal will, in one

form or another, become the policy
of the SP. If so, that means that there
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will be left on the socialist scene only
two groups—both tiny, both insignifi-
cant numerically and in iferms of in-
fluence, - Those groups will be the
.Workers Party and the Socialist
Workers Party (Cannonites).

And this raises an important prob-
lem which we would draw to the at-
tention of whichever members of the
SP or its youth affiliate still think
as class-conscious  socialists. On the
one hand, the SP is to stirrender its
ghost, either by depoliticalization or
by merging with the Social Demo-
cratic Federation. On the other hand,
the SWP becomes increasingly the
wretched shadow of Stalinism. Is
there not a need for a socialist group
which will continue to speak for in-
dependent socialism, against a {fatal
dependence on either Washington or
Moscow?

THE MAGNETS PULL

The Bell course, with which a ma-
jority of SP leaders will probably
agree, means 1o become a pale left
wing of the ADA—that is, to stop
being socialists and become liberals.
It means supporting a series of lib-
eral candidates and thereby moving
closer and closer to the atom bomb
war. On the other hand, the SWP
is unable to break itself off front Sta-
linism—e.g., its preposterous, fatal, in-

Hearings

(Continued from page 1

torian and author of The Age of Jack-
son; and a group of WDL activists
such as Rev. Albert K. Herling, di-
rector of research for the Commis-
sion; Rev. Donald Harrington and
Frank McCulloch. Other Commission
members are: Morris L. Cooke, Mrs.
Ethel S. Epstein, Dr. Frank P. Gra-
ham, A. Philip Randolph, Max Shero-
ver and Dr. Ralph Gilbert Ross, sec-
retary of the Commission.

Thomas L. Parsonnet, corporation
counsel for Newark, N. J., acted as
general counsel for the Commission
and conducted the examination of wit-
nesses. He was assisted by Ernest
Fleischmbn and Carl Rachlin.

DESCRIBE GENOCIDE

Testifndny concerning Russia and
its satellites was taken on the first
and closing days of the hearings and,
as to be expected, attracted the most
attention. On hand for the opening
day were newsreel photographers,
press photographers and the biggest
delegation of the working press. Also
present throughout the hearings were
technicians who recorded the entire
proceedings ‘for the State Depart-
ment’s “Voice of America” foreign
broadcasts. One of the State Depart-
men men assured this writer that the
recording would be “edited” before
using. Aside from the limitations. of
broadcast time, we wonder how many
references to peonage in South Amer=
ica and to the treatment of Negroes
in our own South will remain in the
final version.

Star witness of the opening session
was Jerzy Glicksman, a member of
the Polish Socialist Bund and a politi-
cal prisoner of the Stalinists during
the Hitler-Stalin pact. Most of Gliks-
man’s testimony has already been
published in his book, Tell the West,
but his first-hand account of his ex-
periences in a slave labor logging
camp in East Poland was moving and
dramatic. Half-brother to Victor Al-
ter, the Secialist Bund leader exe-
cuted by Stalin, Gliksman has dedi-
cated himself 10 exposing the condi-
tions ‘of prisoners in Russia. His ap-
pearance before the Commission in
the spacious meeting room of the Bar
Association, with his words recorded
by sound cameras, must be the high
point in his campaign.

Two other Poles, Mrs. Sabina
Dworecki and Wladyslaw Zacharia-
siewicz, and a Yugoslav, Osvinik, told
the Commission of their experiences
in Russian slave labor camps and de-
scribed in ghastly- detail the brutali-
ties practiced there.

Two representatives of govermments
deposed by Russian conquest appear-
ed before the Commission. General
Nicolai Radescu, former Prime Min-
ister of Rumania, had an attendant
read a lengthy. statement that charged
the Russians with genocide as a re-
sult of mass forced migrations of Ru-
manians to Russian regions beyond
the Urals. Radescu sees the replace-
ment of 1,800,000 Rumanians in Bes-
sarabia and Bukovina by immigrants
from Siberia as “the creation of an
ethnic insulation barrier along the
Soviet frontier from the Baltic to the
Black Sea.” ;

Kaarel R. Pusta, Sr., former Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs for Estonia,
a Baltic nation absorbefi by Russia,
also charged that the native popula-
tions of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
are being “exterminated” by mass de-
portations, forced labor and forced
migrations. Projects of the Soviet
Five-Year Plan require “great masses
of cheap manpower,” he said, “and

as a result, mass arrests and mass
deportations never cease.” Submitted
to the Commission were photostats
of personal accounts of Estonians de-
ported to Russia.

HORSES TREATED BETTER
Russian witnesses appeared before
the Commission at the final hearing
held February 26 at the Hotel McAl-
pin. Vladimir Petrov, now an in-

at Future for American Socialism:

credibly stupid line on China (that

'the Stalinists are insufficiently deci-

sive in their fight against the Chmese
bourgeoisie).

Phe magnets plill. The rnagnets of
America and Russia pull apart the
socialjst . movement But are there not
still socialists who see the tragic ‘con-
sequences of  allying oneself with
either side? Are there not socialists
who see that supporting either Stalin-
ism. or capitalism’is a form of politi-
cal and moral suicide?

To those. who see this, we would
say the following: whatever ‘criti-
cisms you may have of the Workers
Party, it remains the only alive, dem-
ocratic center of socialist rebellion in
the United States, the only party free
of encumbrances with either of the
two major power blocs. To those who
want—not to become oppositionist
liberals supporting the capitalist sta-
tus quo or harried shadows of Sta-
linism—but to persist in the struggle
for independent class action and the
rebuilding of an independent social-
ist movement, come with us toward
the WP, :

The magnets pull. But who '-will
have courage and wisdom enough to
resist them, to realize that resistance
means merely the llfe of socialism
itself?

Probe World’s Slave Labor—

structor at Yale'Univer'sity, spent six
years in Russian prison camps and
said that the toll of prisoners from
overwork amounted to 15 per cent
annually.

“It was much better to be a horse
than a human,” he said. “The horse
only worked eight hours a day, got
medical attention when it was sick
and its groom was punished heavily
if it suffered an accident. The human
worked 15 hours a day, got no medi-
cal attention, and nothing happened
to its guard if there was an accident.”

More surprising was the testimony

of Kyril Alexeev, an engineer who

has stayed in the United States after
_being sent here on a Russian com-
mercial mission.: He declared ‘that in
1944, when he' left’ Russia, - strikes
took place throughout: the: eountry,
even in Moscow. The strikes were in-
variably broken, he said, by :gunfire
if necessary. -Prison -laborers: were
used as strike-breakers, being rushed
into plants to keep production going.

Alexeev’s wife, Nina, was to have
appeared to give an eyé-witness ae-
count of a strike in 'the Urals' in-
volving 25,000 workers. Mrs. Alexeev
was unable to attend the hearing and
Parsonnet, counsel conducting the
hearing, told the Commiission that the
strike was broken by ma.chine-g'un-
ning the leaders. ‘

Alexeev said that slave labor was
not confined to prison camps remote
from population centers, but that he
had seen groups of political ‘prison-
ers working for nothing on the same
production lines where they had pre-
viously earned their living.

FORCED LABOR IN THE U. S.

Testimony on forced labor in the
United States dealt \mainly with the
Negro worker in the South. Most im-
pressive witness was C. Leroy Hack-
er, a Methodist minister and former
professor at Bethune-Cookman Col-
lege, who had made a detailed, first-
hand study of labor conditions in the
turpentme camps of Alachua County,
Fla.

Turpentine workers in that county,
which was picked because a few
wealthy farmers are in complete
control, are kept in filthy compounds

made up of one and two-room shacks.
Whole families live in these places -

without the most elementary sanitary
facilities. Other compounds, Hacker
said, consist of barracks, in which
the families are separated. Some com-
pounds are fenced in with mesh wire,
while others are surrounded by high
board fences topped with barbed wire.

Armed guards are used to keep
“the insiders in and outsiders out,”
Hacker said. Armed guards also es-
cort the men to work and prevent
attempts to escape. A worker who
iries to escape will be chased by
bloodhounds and, if caught, returned
to his slavery.

These workers are recruited
through false promises of high pay
and good conditions or, if this is un-
availing, men are arrested on va-
grancy charges and sent by the au-
thorities to work off their bail. Once

L

;. goods Workers Union (ILGV
" zenty ‘Tfnal and simultaneously denounced. the terror in Franco Spain.

Knitgoods Union Hits Cardinal’s
Frameup Trial, Franco Terror

NEW YORK, Feb. 28.—In a statement, signed:by Sam Cohen, Presi-
dent, and ‘Louis Nelson, Manager-Secretary, of the union, the Knit-
‘fU AFL), today protested the Minds-

The statement follows: :

The whole world was shocked by the manipuldted trial ccmducted.l
by the Communist dominated government of Hungary against Car-/
dinal Mindszenty. This trial was a farce, staged in the pattern of the:
Moscow' trials against a background of secret police, concentration
camps and all pervading fear. '

The Knitgoods Workers' Union, Local 155, ILGWU-AFI. protests this:

: ._iriul as it has protested against all denials of justice, whether in Eastern
"Europe, Western Europe, Spain or the United States. Justice and liberty

are our common heritage and each man, ‘whether high or low, is en-
titled to the protection of his rights. :

We call on Cardinal Spellman and all those who have protested !
vigorously against this Mindszenty Trial to also join us in ecalling
upon Franco to end his oppression of the Spanish people and to-
release the thousands of Spanish workers who are languishing in
F'ranco’s jails.

The terror of Franco continues unabated. Only recenﬂy. twenty-two
Spanish miners were thrown into a well, drenched ‘with gasoline and
dynamited. This tragedy at Poxu Fumeres does not stand alone. The
Franco regime maintains itself through a reign of lawlessness under .
which no one is safe. During this month of February 1949, many demo-
crats, trade unionists and socialists have been arrested and sentenced
to long prison sentences. One of these arrested, Enrique Marcos Nadal,
the holder of French and British decorations for brave deeds in the war .
against Hitler, was sentenced to death. )

The fight for freedom is one throughout the world and cannot be
separated or ‘sub-divided. Such a struggle is a just one and deserves

" thei support ‘of all people ‘Tn:the ringing words of Cardinal Spellman,

“‘Rebelhon to tyrants 1s obedlence to God"*

they are in the compound, low wages
and high prices at the compound will
plunge them into debt, giving the
owner a legal pretext to keep them
against their will.

Mr. Hacker told of the experience
of his cousin, trapped in one of these
slave camps, who escaped through
the swamps though pursued by armed
men and bloodhounds. Federal and
state authorities were notified of this
incident, but no action was faken.

DEBT SLAVERY

Rowland Watts, national secretary
of. the. WDL, corroborated Hacker's
testimony on the basis of .actual cases
investigated by the WDL. and -dis-
cussed . the legal status of forced-la-
bor in the U.-S. The most prevalent
form practiced in- this) ‘country, he
said, is debt slavery, in:which. the
worker finds that his wadges never
meet the cost of food and iother ne-
cessities supplied by the employeri!

Waits told of the case of 60 long-
shoremen of Broward County, Fla,
who were arrested for “vagrancy” on
their day off and forced to work off
fines and court costs in the bean fields.
In another case, a young Alabama
farm worker had beén held on a farm
for eight years, working a 16-hour
day seven days a week, without pay.
An attempt to rescue him met with
armed resistance.

Watts estimated that 20,000 families
in six Southern states were held in
a state of peonage, but said that the
practice was on the wane, due chiefly
to improved farming methods and the
introduction of mechanical cultiva-
tors.

Other witnesses on the American
scene were Edwin C. Mitchell, repre-
senting the National Farm Union; Dr.
Von D. Mizell, Florida state chairman
of the WDL; Mrs. Pauline Kibbe, Oil
Workers Union represéntative; who
told of slave labor practices employed
against Mexican workers in the U. S.;

and Roy Finch, a conscientious ob-. ;
. jectors durmg the war. Fi o

'SOUTH AMERICAN PEONAGE

Victor' Arndrade, formér’ Bolivian
Minister of Labor and at present a

lecturer at the New School, was the. .
principal witness on Friday morring

when peonage in South -America ‘was

before ‘'the Commiission. He 'told how

feudal velations' - éstablished by 'the
ancient Incas were first utilized by

the Spanish conguerors and still form *°

the peonage pattern used today by
large plantation and mirie owners.

The Bolivian government in 1944,
Andrade claimed, abolished this sys-
tem 'and another called “Pongo,” un-
der which persons were obliged to
serve their “lord” without pay. These
obligatory services could also be hired
out without consulting the persons
involved, Andrade said. When the
Villarroel government was over-
thrown in 1946, Andrade said, these
forms of slavery were reinstituted.

A summary of reports.on peonage
in the Latin American countries was
presented by Herhng, director of re-
search’ for ‘the Commissmn, and he
smd the conditlons descaibed by An-

Debafe in Los Angeles.
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drade were common fo Bolivia, Peru
and Ecuador.

IMPRESSIVE REVIEW '

Direct witnesses were not called
when Africa, Asia, Australasia and
the island countries of the South Pa--
cific ware before the Commission, but
Herling" delivered summary reports
on each, dealing with material col-
lected either from direct sources or
recognized works published on the
subject.

The mass of evidence presented
during the three days of hearings was
truly impressive and undoubtedly the
most ambitious review of a neglected
field ever attempted. The Commission.
and its staff worked under the handi-
caps commeon to unofficial bodies deal-
ing with an unpopular subject. i

According to Dr. Gideonse, the
Commission still hopes the Unit_ed
Nations will deal with- the question
of slave labor on an official basis. '’

“We took great comfort” he said
in his opening remarks, “from ‘thé
fact that the U. S. delegate to' the
UN Economic and Social Council vig-
orously supported the second AFL re-
quest, made recently, for an’ official
inquiry into forced labor and slave
labor all over the world.” .

Admitting that the “obduracy” of -
the Soviet Union may well prevent
a UN investigation, Dr. Gideonse
went on to"say that the Commission
“remains the sole source of relief
and public information to a frus-
trated humanity, an extraordinarily
large part of which suffers the degra-
dation and humiliation of slaves,
peons arid forced laborers.”

A luncheon Saturday afternoon at
the Hotel McAlpin concluded the
sessions.
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