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By HENRY JUDD

‘ Municipal elections held in
France's 38,000 communes over the

anything but the typical local and

unimportant events usually asso-
\ ciated with similar elections in Amer-
;R’ jca. So delicate and easily disturb-
‘ able is the French political climate
|

15 £

i v two preceding Sundays have been
f

|

that the character of such elections

; far transcends their immediate pur-

i pose and becomes instead, in effect,

4 the equivalent of a national election

= or referendum on fundamental polit-

jeal trends and international rela-
tions.

These elections have precipitated
a new crisis in France, or rather a
: new phase of a crisis in permanent
. " existence since the war's end. Al-
e ready, Socialist Party Premier Ra-
Es madier has revised his Cabingt and
- ~ has reconvened the National m-

bly for a special session, to consider

the desperate ‘economic crisis and

“the threat to the Republic.” Talk

of an imminent showdown between

“Right and Left” with a solution

by force, is widespread. The spokes-
" men of de Gaulle, headed by the

particularly despicable writer and
By, ex-revolutionary Andre Malraux,
¥ ; who is now the General’s campaign
| organizéer in chief, have openly chal-
; lenged the “legitimacy” of the pres-
ent Assembly and demanded new na-
tional elections long before the con-
stitutional eighteen months’ lifetime
of the present body has expired.

The Stalinist party, seeking to
maintain its leadership of the work-
ers in their more than just economic
demands, has already felt ils way
with mass transport strikes in ship+
ping and the Paris subway system,
and appears set to pursue and broad-
en out its strike strategy program.

Local Elections
- | Produce New
Crisis in France

Clearly, France is in a new and yet
more dangerous phase of its revo-
lutionary development.

MAJOR POLITICAL SHIFT

What happened in the municipal
elections? In essence, a major politi-
cal shift within the camp of the Right
took place. Bhe former supporters of
the liberal-Catholic MRP party went
over en masse to the party of de
Gaulle, indicating that—phychologi-
cally and ideologically, at any rate
—they are prepared for, and desire,
a more drastic and openly reaction-
ary solution to the question of
France's social problems in general
and the Stalinist movement in par-
ticular,

The MRP vote declined from a
high of 26 per cent of the popular
vote (November, 1946) to a minute
10 per cent—a veritable avalanche
overtook the party! The MRP lead-
ership, from the lackadaisical cam-
paign it carried out, clearly desired
such a result. The de Gaullist Re-
unién of the French People (RPF)
received 33 per cent of the popular
vote in the first Sunday's elections.
In a word, the entire camp of con-
servatism.. and_ reaction,. including
substantial segments of the middle
class and richer peasantry, shifted
solidly to de Gaulle. He has thus be-
come the center of :French reaction,
pro-Americanism and imperialism. A
vast conSolidation has taken place
in France, heralding the appreoach
(although not imminent) of an inevit-
able trial of strength. : )

The same trend is indicated in the
Paris and Parisian suburbs results.
The de Gaullist party received 1,032,-
000 votes, reducing and wiping out
the MRP to a mere 147,672, Here we
see the same massive loss of the mod-

(Cont. on p. 3 in World Politics col.)

A'sk' -Writé-in Vote
For Jack Rader

. . In Philly District 5

t."- PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 27—The Phil-
f adelphia branch of the Workers Par-
ty has renewed its plea to the voters
B, in the Fifth Councilmanie District to
P cast a write-in vote for Jack Rader
£ on November ‘4. This action was
' made necessary by the refusal of the
s State Supreme Court to hear, before
e Election Day, the appeal of the
Workers Party and the Socialist
Workers Party protesting the deci-
[ sion of the Election Board to remove
the two working class parties from
the ballot on flimsy technical grounds.
Since write-in votes must be made
| in a prescribed and uniform manner,
| the campaign committee gave voters
% the following instructions:

i When you face the voting ma-
i " chine, the first printed line is the
] S list of officers. Look across this line
1

5

until you come to the office of
i City Council. Directly above these
: words, in the elongated slot, write
the name of Jack Rader.

Voters in the Seventh District are
o urged to write in similarly the name
{5 of Irene Le Compte, candidate of
f the ‘Socialist Workers Party.

GAINED SUPPORTERS

The refusal of the State Supreme
Court to act on the Workers Party
and Socialist Workers Party appeal
ended one phase of a long and costly
legal defense by the two groups
through the Defense Committee for
Political Rights. Despite the able
services of Defense Attorney David
H. H. Felix, the corrupt and anti-
democratic capitalist parties, acting
through the County Election Board,
headed by Morton Witkin and
through Court of Common Pleas
Judge Harry S. McDevitt, succeeded
i hampering the formal phases of
the campaign activity. However, the
Workers Party has gained many sup-
porters in the . election . district
through personal contact, LABOR
-ACTION and- rallies and forums.

The last of the pre-election forums,
help in Labor Action Hall on Wed-
nesday, October 22, attracted the
largest crowd of the series. Candi-
date Rader dwelt at some length on
the campaign of slander, muck-rak-
ing and name-calling being engaged
in by the Democratic and Republi-
can mayoralty candidates, Richard-
son Dilworth and Bernard Samuel
Dilworth, in a series’of street rallies,
has attacked the personalities and
practices of the rotten Republican
.machine which has seated its may-
oralty candidate every four years

\ pince 1884, -~ .

Rader pointed out that charges
that a Republican controlled City
Hall results in unfavorable odds in
the “numbers racket” do not consti-
tute a campaign in the interests of
the working people. Only a socialist
program as offered by the Workérs
Party on fair employment practices,
price control and adequate housing
is geared to the people’s need. More-
over, this program contains provi-
sions for effective control through
neighborhood and union committees,

The Workers Party also announced
that services of‘ their lawyer are
availdble to those voters threatened
or intimidated by the Republican
and Democratic ward heelers. Lies
have been spread that the Workers
Party is an affiliate or front organ-
ization of the Communist Party.
These fabrications for the most part
fell on deaf ears, for the voters are
aware of the consistent struggle of
the Workers Party in the community
and in the unions against Stalinism.
Some voters were threatened with
loss of jobs.

The campaign committee, de-
nounced these undemocratic and to-
talitarian practices in a widely circu-
lated letter. One can see little dis-
tinction between the lies broadcast
by the capitalist parties’ committee-
men and the post cards sent by fas-
cist groupings to the candidates of
the WP and SWP during the con-
tempt of court proceeding saying,
“Hitler was too good to you Jews,”
“Why don’t you go back to Russia,”
ete.

FINAL RALLY .

On Saturday evening, November
1, the campaign closes officially with
a rally and' social at 1139 West Girard
Avenue. Candidate Jack Rader, Cam-
paign - Manager Joseph: Davidson apd
National Secretary of the Workers
Party Ernest R. McKinney will
speak. There will be professional
entertainment, dancing and refresh-
ments.

Although 5,000 copies of the special
Philadelphia election issue of LA-
BOR ACTION have been distributed
in the district, campaign "workers
will continue personal contacting of
voters, urging them to vote for Jack
Rader on November 4. The write-in
of Rader’s name will be the only
means the voters will have of show-
ing that they prefer an independent
labor candidate with a socialist pro-
gram ‘to the reactionary Republican
and Democratic candidates,

Will Special Session
Act on Rising P

Convention
Marks New
NMU Stage

NEW YORK, Oct. 22—The end of the
sixth annual convention "of the Na-
tional Maritime Union, -which met
for 24 days, marks a turning point
in the development of this vital wa-
terfront union. The narrow, but un-
disputed, defeat 'administered the
Stalinist wreckers at the conven-
tion, signalled the approaching end
of the rule of a bureaucratic machine
that has strangled the union for
many years.

On every major question brought
before the convention save one, the
Curran forces obtained a majority.
This was true in the case of the ap-
peal for reinstatement of Joseph
Stack; it was true in the vindication
by the conveniion of the New Or-
leans officials against whom the Sta-
linists had brought entirely unsub-
stantiated charges; it was true again
when Curran sponsored constitution-
al changes which restored policy-
making prerogatives fo a member-
ship referendum. The major case
where Curran was defeated was
when he sponsored a resolution bar-
ring organized political or religious
groupings from working in the un-
ion. A sizable number of Curran sup-
porteds voted against him on this
issue. For one thing, they deemed it
unwise to endanger the existence of
militant groupings in the union at

_.the_ hands_ of bureaucratic cliques
that ‘miay atise in the future.  : | :

One does not have ' to dig too
deeply to uncover the reasons which
led an enraged membership to turn
against Stalinist misrule in the un-
ion. During the war years, and even
before, the Communist Party' con-
ducted a consistent policy of class
collaboration. Many an NMU mem-
ber was revolted by the sight of
leading officials of the union back-
slapping with the shipowners during
the war. The Stalinisfs succeeded in
inserting “no stoppage” eclauses in all
the NMU agreements. Many of them
even insisted on a permanent no-
strike pledge. In every possible way
they sought to undermine the mili-
tant basis of the union. This friend-
ship with the shipowners caused sta-
bilization of working conditions
aboard NMU contracted wvessels at
the level of 1939, while the condi-
tions aboard other union contracted
vessels showed a progressive devel-
opment.

Many an observer has asked why,
under these conditions, the member-

(Continued on page 2)

UAW ISSUE—

Next week’s LABOR ACTION,
which will appear in time for the
UAW convention, will contain a spe-
cial series of articles on the UAW
by E. R. McKinney, Walter Jason

and others.
L - /

Form United Fr(mt to Protest Polish Arresis

Chicago Organizations Hold Conferences to Plan Action in Defense of Socialists Persecuted by Stalinists

CHICAGO—With the active partici-
pation of the Workers Party, a unit-
ed front to organize mass protest ac-
tion against the arrest of scores of
leaders of the Polish socialist and la-
bor movements by Stalin’s Quisling
government in Warsaw has been or-
ganized here.

Two conferences have been held
to date. The following organizations
were represented officially: Polish
American Labor Council, Workmen’s
Circle, Yonth Division. of the Work-
men’s Circle, Social Democratic Fed-
eration, Workers Party, Socialist Par-
ty and Young People's Sloeialist
League. At the second conference,
the Polish American, Congress and
the Socialist Workers Party were
represented by observers.

All organizationw officially repre-
sented at the first conference agreed
that, notwithstanding political dis-
agreements, a united effort must be
made to mobilize as many people as
possible to fight for the freedom of
the men imprisoned by the Polish
“Bezpieka”-—Stalin’s GPU in Poland.

It has been tentatively agreed that

NOT EVEN A ;DECENT INTERVAL OF MOURNING!

Reuther Files $500,000
Suit Against Slanderers

With the convention of the United
Automobile Workers Union - CIO
scheduled to open in Atlantic City
on November 10, the severe factional
struggle which has wracked the un-
ion is coming to a head. Walter Reu-
ther, union president, who is running
far ahead of the Addes-Thomas-
Stalinist bloc in delegate strength,
on October 17 filed suit in the
Wayne County Circuit Court of
Michigan for $500,000 damages against
the publishers of FDR, the faction
sheet of the Addes bloec. Named spe-
cifically as defendant is Cy Asron,
as publisher of FDR.

The brief accuses Aaron and his
backers (by whom Reuther means
the Stalinists but whom he imper-
missibly and dangerously persists in
identifying as “minority political
groups” as though .there were any-
thing wrong with “gffnority political
groups” as such) of “engaging in a
campaign of malicious vilification

the protest will take two forms, first,
the organization of a picket line in
front of the Polish Consulate and,
second, a mass meeting with speak-
ers from all organizations.

The next conference will be held
in two weeks and by that time it is
expected that many other organiza-
tions will be represented, including
the Chicago Federation of Labor and
the CIO Council.

NEW “MOSCOW TRIALS”

Those organizations already in the
conference are determined that Sta-
lin. will not get away with these new
murders without a mighty voice of
protest being raised. Those familiar
with the workings of Russian “jus-
tice” have little hope of staying the
hand of the Kremlin butcher., How-
eveér, they will make every effort to
make it known that the new trials
being prepared for the leaders of the
‘Polish’ socialist and labor movements
are as fake as the “Moscow Trials.”

The names of only eleven men of
the many who have been arrested
are known. The charges are fantfas-

and defamation against this plaintiff,”
and publishing libelous statements.

Reuther's brief specifically charges
that the defendant deliberately
printed a false story which purported
to show that Reuther had .the en-
dorsement of America's leading fas-
cist, Gerald L. K. Smith. It further
charges that the defendant and his
Stalinist backers are responsible for
the invention that Reuther was going
to run for Vice-President as Taft's
running mate in the nexf national
elections. :

The Stalinists, as LABOR ACTION
has repeatedly pointed out, have
stopped at nothing in their campaign
in the UAW. However, the slanders
that they circulated in their cam-
paign boomeranged, and may have
had much to do with the sweep reg-
istered by Reuther in the voting. (For
further details on this see last week's
issue of LABOR ACTION and pre-
ceding issues.)

After quoting~the text of a photo-

tic and follow a familiar patiern. It
is the saime' pattern as that followed
in the case of Heinrich Ehrlich and
, Victor Alter. Alter and Ehrlich were
executed in Russia in December, 1941,
on the monstrous charge of working
for Nazi Germany. Today’s victims
are charged with “maintaining close

contact with the Anders intelligence:

network . . . supplying a foreign (?)
infelligence service with espionage
material . , . provoked strikes of di-
versionary character, sent agents into
workers’ mass organizations, caused
unhealthy unrest, indulged in anti-
Soviet whispering campaigns, pro-
voked war-mindedness, etc.”

Scapegoats have to be found for
the wave of strikes which took place
in Poland in 1946 and the spring of
1947 against the hunger and the Quis-
ling regime of Beirut. The foreign
country (?) mentioned in the charges
will be made to coincide with the
needs of Russia’s foreign policy at
the time of the trial or execution.

PUBLIC TRIAL
.. The, imprisoned men whose -names

stat which appeared in the Septem-
ber issue of FDR, and which pur-
ported to be a “special confidential
bulletin” sent to “key workers” by
G. L. K. Smith, the brief charges
that:

“8. That this plaintiff alleges that
said reproduction of the bulletin
hereinbefore referred to is a false
document and was known to be such
by the defendant. This plaintiff calls
to the attention of the court the fol-
lowing circumstances which estab-
lish said bulletin as a false document:

“a, In a caption’ appearing below
said bulletin, it is stated that the sig-
nature on said bulletin was examined
by a handwriting expert, therein
mentioned by name, and compared
with the signature of Gerald L. K.
Smith, and that ‘the signature was
pronounced by said handwriting ex-
pert to have been signed by the same
hand.

(Continued on page 4)

we know are those who carried on
the fight against the Nazis in the
years of occupation of Poland by
Hitler. They were the leaders of the
underground. Among the arrested
men are:

Kasimierz Puzak—63 years old, ex-
secretary general of the PPS Central
Committee (since 1921), prisoner of
Stalin and the Czar (spent seven

years in solitary confinement in:fort-.

ress of Schlusselberg), chairman of
the underground parliament.

Tadeusz Szturm De Sztrem—under-
ground PES and its deputy secretary
general, an outstanding Polish econ-
omist.

Josef Dziegelewski—leader of the
underground fighting squads of the
PPS, twice arrested by the Germans,
secretary of the Warsaw branch of
the PPS. :

Ludwik, Cohn — chairman of the
Central Committee of the Socialist

Youth after the 1926 coup d'etat, led -

fight against the dictatorship.
All of the eleven men are known
as working class:leaders and are.be-
IREHUI LS e niag .

rices?

. a special session could not skip the

"

. working class above all else,

Labor Must

Mobilize .

Its Forces .

Having avoided the issue as
long as he could, President ..
Truman finally decided %o in- |
terrupt the six-month Congres-
sional vacation. In a nation-
wide radio address on Friday,

October 24, Truman announced
that he was calling a special
session of Congress, to begin
on November 17, with the pur-
pose of working out a program
on rising prices and aid to Eu-
rope.
It is high time that such a special
session was called. Not that we are
particularly interested in putting the
Congressmen back to work just so
that they can “earn” their keep. In
many ways they do less damage when
they are vacationing, However, there
are urgent matters that need imme-
diate consideration, And, if the Con-
gress will do little or mnothing for
the people and much against the peo-
ple, when left to its own devices, it
can be driven into legislating neces-
sary measures by the whip of organ- -
ized labor pressure.
The demand for a special session
arose from two distinet sources,
There was, first, the agitation of
those concerned with implementing
and effecting United States imperial-
ist policy, particularly .as. it: applies
to conflict with Russian imperialism
in Europe. There was, second, the 3
ingistent cry from all sections of the LA
country that something be done g
about the impossible price situation, :
The Republicans for the most part i
balked, but out of consideration for i
the first, they too generally agreed
on the need of a special session. :
When talk -about a special session
started, the question of prices was
not included. The special session
was fo concern itself only with such
matters as the Marshall Plan. How-
ever, it quickly became apparent that

problem of prices (along with the
problem of food for Europe) with-
out encouraging an -uncontrollable
storm of protest and action,

What Truman intends to propose
to the special session is not yet
known. Truman being what he is, it
is not altogether inconceivable that
he himself does not know what he
intends to propose—beyond advocat-
ing Congressional endorsement of
plans to buttress the economies of
European nations outside the Rus-
sian orbit, and beyond offering vague
generalizations on checking the price
rise.

The foreign line is already worked
out in its major outlines, and despite
the harsh language they exchange, :
Democrats and Republicans are gen- o
erally united in using dollars to in-
fluence European politics in an Amer-
ican direction. With a few excep-

(Continued on page 3 in edit. col.)

ing'removed by Stalin, who fears the

T T T

In a recent press interview, M. K.
Rusinek, the present Minister of La-
bor in the Warsaw government, an-
nounced that the trial will be held
in public. This is the direct result of
the limited protests made thus far.

The Joint Committee for the Free-
dom of the Imprisoned Polish Social-
ist"and Labor Leaders, the name of
the Chicago organization, is deter-
mined .to focus the light of publicity
on this case, so that all will be able
to see Stalin’s crime. '

V 4
Turn to Page 4
—for an article by A. Rudzienski on
the Polish Political Emigration.

Also: Carl Davis on the Movie
Probe.

See Page 3 for Workers Party
stand on issues before New York
electorate.
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‘(Continued from page 1)
ship did not rebel sooner. Curran
% provided the clue to the solution of
A% the problem when, at the final meet-
| ing of his caucus, he defended. the
policies of the Communist Party up
until 1944, The truth of the matter is
" that Curran worked hand and glove
with the Stalinists from the found-
ing of the union until 1944. By then,
however, it had become apparent
that the policies of the Communist
Party could lead to nothing but the
destruction of the NMU. Curran,
whose base lies within the union it-
self, found he could no longer work
with them. He found support among
N members of the Dunne-Darcy group
who had been expelled from the
Communist Party for opposing the
Browderite pro-imperialist line (that
is, the international Stalinist line of
o that time) whilé, however, support-
: ing Stalinism in all its other aspects.
e This group, schooled in the methods
' of Stalinist bureaucracy, played a
nauseating role.in the rank and file
caucus at the conventipn.

The '24-day-long convention com-
pletely exhausted the union’s con-
vention funid, and made inroads into
its general fund. The cause of this
was the stalling tactics adopted by
i the Stalinist faction on every pro-
| S cedural point. They hoped by these
i means teo prolong the cenvention,

weary the delegates and thus obtain
¥ a mechanical majority as the Rank-
! . and-Filers left in disgust. In this aim
B they failed, but they did sucoeed in
seriously draining the union treas-
: ury.
t - In the October 17 issue of the
PILOT, Ferdinand Smith, Stalinist
i : hdek and Secrefary of the NMU,
ps - sought to place the blame for the
convention delays upon the shoulders
of the pro-Curran grouping. In an
article compounded entirély of sland-
ers and outrageous falsifications,
Smith attempted to identify the Cur-
ran Caucus with the old Mariners
Club and accused it, in almost so
many words, of serving the intérests
of theé shipowners. Old timers in the
NMU find thése accusations hilarious
frof the mouth of Smith who spent
the¢ war years, and afterwards too,
'pla:.rlng footsie with shipowners and
Washington' bureaucrats.
Smith, in his articlg, attacked the
convention for failing to develop a

’ well-rounded program on Négroes
5 - and other minority groups. Before
and daring the convention, Smith,

tures and socials sponsored by local

however, sought in évery wiy pos-
sible to further isolate the Negroes
and Spanish-speaking members from
the union as a whole, For instante,
he and Chestér Young brought the
unsubstantiated charges of discrimi-
nation against the Poft New Orléans
officials in an attempt to widen the
gap between the minorities and the
general membership. The charges
were so false that even rank and filé
CP members were forced fo vote
against them. One such member,
spedking on the floor, stated that he
had been a member of the party since
1932, but that he would rather be ex-
pelled than to vote for such an out-
rageous fabrication.

Smith agrees with Hitler in one
thing, namely, that if a lie is big
enough and it is repeated often
enough, someone -is bound to believe
it. Smith accuses the rank and file
caucus df being more disruptive than
the old Mariners Club, of being domi-
nated by those whose interests are
opposed to the best interests of the
union, and of being a dual and secret
organization. The above accusations,
of course, are a complete description
of the Communist Party faetion with-
in the union, supported by Smith,
which has attempted to disrupt not
only this union but many others
which they could not control, and
which serves none but the interests
of the Stalinist bureaucracy. Smith
seeks, by laying these accusations at
the door of those who oppose him, to
thoroughly confuse the membership
of the union.

“ANTI-POLITICAL” DANGER

"The Stalinists succeeded in so pro-
tracting the convention by their stall-
ing tactics that many important ques-
tions never reached the floor. Among
these was the vital problem of the
formation of a labor party. Resolu-
tions referring to this question were

. referred to the National Council.,
At ‘times, during the convention,
Curran appealed to the anti-political
and, therefore, most backward dele-
gates. In so doing he follows the pat-
tern of the leadership of the AFL
maritime unions who pretend to be

“anti-polil.leal ” That is, they support
the boss politics of the Republican
and Democratic parties, while oppos-
ing working class peolitical action.
This tendency on' the part of Curran
tended to drive politicalized anti-
Stalinists into the Middle-of-the-
Road cauneus, which was the Stalinist
front at the convention.
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Now that the NMU c¢onvention is
over and the militant Rank-and-File
has come out on top, the shipowners
are seeking to intervene in union af-
fairs in such a fashion as to compléte-
1y disrupt and destroy the NMU. In
pursuit of this aim the shipowners
now proclaim that Curran’s victory
gives hope for a *“stabilized” indus-
try. By this they mean that they hope
to make the NMU docile to the inter-
ests of the shipowners. The New York
Times, voice of big business, in an
attempt to provoke fuirther strife
within the union, printed on Sunday,
October 19, the remarks of the reac-
tionary Vice-Admiral, Thomas C.
Kinkaid, before the American Mer-
chant Marine Conference at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel. In his speech Kin-
kaid called for “every assistance” to
Curran “not only by shipping compa-
nies but by all patriotic Americans.”

RANKS WERE VICTORS'

Since it is a lie that the Curran
group will be less militant than the
Stalinists were, the immediate pur-
pose of these remarks can only be to
give the kiss of déath to the Curran
group and to assist the Stalinists in
prolonging the disunity within the
NMU, thereby weakening the union.
In his opening remarks to the con-
vention, Curran gave the lie to the

(]

NMU Marks New Stage at Convention

-

Stalinist-shipowrier slander by advo-
cating a militant program of action.
In the course of the convention it
was the Curran forces which spon-
sored and pushed through the resolu-
tion calling for the elimination of
“no-stoppage” clauses in NMU con-
traets.

The truth is the opposite of what
the shipowners report in the Times.
Thé real vi¢tor at the convention was
the riank-and-file that defeated the
Stalinists, 1aid the basis for a militant
development in the future, and is
capable of defeating all atiempts at
shipowner disruption.

While the NMU convention laid the
basis for the elimination of Stalinist
domination of the union, the task is
far from completed. The Stalinists
are still in office in the wunion, and
only the continued coordinated ef-
forts of the Rank-and-File caucus can
result in their defeat at the next ref-
erendum election. Only by such ef-
forts can Stalinist or, shipowner dis-
ruptive attempts be defeated and the
union made ready for the struggles
of the future. This requires a mili-
tant campaign for the four-waich
system, for the defeat of the anti-
labor legislation, for higher wages
and better conditions, and for an
eventual unified labor movement on
the waterfront.

Baltimore Budget Committee Refuses
Funds for Interracial Art Center

BALTIMORE, Ocf. 24—An attempt
to get financial support from the city
for an interracial art center was
hastily and vitiously shoved off for
at least a year by the City Council
Budget Committee at its hearings
here today.

The art center has already been
established in the building of the
Baltimore Interracial Fellowship as
an accredited school for veterans’ ed-
ucation and has been struggling
along on slim funds for a year. It
has won recognition as an art center
with standards as high (some think
higher) as the Maryland Art Insti-
tute which, like all Baltimore schclols
refuses Negroes.

When theé supperters of thé school
appeared at the budget hearing, the
committee used every unscrupufous
trick against them. Their casé was
held up until the last item of the
agenda and thén Chairman Kelly
(one of Baltimore’s most infamous
conservatives) tried to use the late-
ness of the hour as an excuse not to
hear the appeal. The attorney pre-
senting the case for the art center
protested that a large number of
ghple had come for the hearing.

en Kelly took a look at the num-
ber who came te support the inter-
- racial art center, hé grudgingly
agreed to allow the spokesman a few
minutes.

After the plea had been briefly
presented, Councilman Muth waded
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in and did the dirty work. First he
demanded fo know if Dorothy Blum-
berg, secretary of the Maryland Com-
munist Party, who was présent, was
supporting the plea. The attorney
asked why hé wanted to know that.
Muth answered that he thought this
was an attempt to get support for
radicals. He then ac¢used the attor-
ney of being a radical, and wound
up by recommending that the whole
matter be postponed for a year to
allow time to find out something
about the sthool, That was the ‘end.

Although any councilman who
knew the score knew that the art
school was in no way connected with
or sympathetic to the Communist
Party, the old radical and communist
stare was enough to throw the whole
case out,

Mayor D’Alesandro, elected with
almost 100 per cent labor support,
kept very quiet. Though he had
plenty to say on all the other appeals
coming before the Budget Committee
that afternoon, he could find nothing
to say in behalf of a modest experi-
ment in interracial education.

The encouraging thing about the
whole affair is that it is the first time
that the Baltimore City Counci] has
even been asked to approve inter-
racial education. This is only a be-
ginning. This particular fight will go
on, and Baltimore Negro groups are
beginning to demand some action on
many similar kinds of discrimination.

Eao.b

Map Housing
Campaign in
N. Y. East Side

NEW YORK, Oct. 25—At its meeting
on October 7 the University Tenants
Council made plans to conduct a
housing survey on the Lower East
Side. This survey is to be the basis
of determining just what the hous-
ing needs of the neighborhood are'in
order to formulate a proposal for
the immediate building of -govern-
ment financed housing.

The main problem that any group
faces in planning new housing today
is to avoid eévictions and provide for
resettlement in view of the shortage.
that already exists. One way to avoid
this problem is to build on vacant
land, wherever it may be in the city.
However, for this area, this would
not help in any way. Here, slum
clearance has been the crying need
for more than two generations.

For this reason the Council is con-
templating a proposal whereby one
vacant plot in the area could be

chosen as the starting point for the
building of a project. People could
be moved into this new building im-
mediately upon its completion. There-
upon, the houses vacated would be
demolished and more new ones
built. In this way no one would be
left homeless, and more new units
would be created than are being de-
stroyed.

Such a plan could only be worked
out with the aid of government sub-
sidy and planning. The Conncil plans
to conduct a campaign which will
win the support of the city for its
proposals and which will result in
the initiation of a housing pregram
for the whole Lower East Side.

The drive for better and more
housing is an important function, but
not the ony one, of the University
Tenants Council. Organized last De-
cember, the Council has been suc-
cessful in winning adjustment of

Profiteers

Plan

Steel Shortage

By GERRY M¢DERMOTT

WEST VIRGINIA, Oct. 21—It is cut-
ting the pay of auto workers.

It is slashing the income of coal
miners.

It is robbing railroad workers.

It is raising the prices every house-
wife pays, and. starving kids in Eu-
rope.

“It” is the steel shortage. And the
sieel shortage is not an accident, but
the plan of the steel trust to “guar-
antee its profits for years to come.
Besides guaranteeing profits, this
planned shortage also guarantees a
depression. That is why the shortage
has to be looked into.

Every auto worker has already felt
the steel trust in his pocketbook. It
has meant two and three days a week
work for him in the past year. Or it
has ‘meant layoffs for one and two
weeks at a time. Not enough steel.

The same is true of- coal miners.
Day after day, the bulletin board on
the mine lamphouse has read, “Neo
work today.” There are not enough
coal cars. And there is not enough
steel to make enough coal cars.

The same thing strikes the railroad
men. No cars, no trains. No trains,
no work.

In the farmlands, wheat has rotted
on railroad sidings because of the
car shortage. While the wheat rots,
prices in the United States continue
to rise. And the people of Europe
starve.

PLANNED SHORTAGE

It is safe to say that every worker
in America is affected by this short-
age in some way. Newsprint ig searce.
Lack of steel pipe keeps gas and fuel
oil from being distributed. There is
talkk of a coal shortage this winter,

Why? The shortage is planned. H

is planned carefully, deliberately
and ruthlessly by the steel trust. The
;steel mills should be working to ca-
pacity. They are not. New steel mills
to meet the needs of the mcreatsing

scores of complaints brought to its & population of the cmmtry should be

complaint bureau by tenants.

In addition, the Council was very
actively engaged in frying to stop
the passage of the 15 per cent “vol-
untary” rent increase bill. When it
was passed the Council held weekly
opén-air meefings in the mneighbor-
hood, informing the people of their
rights under the new bill and urging
them not to sign the two-year lease
being requested by many landlords.

Right now the Cuuncil is helping
people to file applications for apart-
ments in the new city housmg pro-
jects.

The Council has been a real force
in the protection of tenants from
landlords who have been wilfully
overlooking their obligations. With
its new plans it can hope to win
healthy and adequate housing for the
people in the neighborhood. It is
ready to cooperate with all other
groups in the city willing to join in
this effort.

abuilding. They are not to any ex-
tent. Instead, mills are being closed.
The industry should be expanding.
Instead, the giant corporations are
putting small steel companies out of
business at an increasing rate.

What is the reason? Profit. So long
as there is a shortage, prices will stay
high. That means profit.

So long as new plants- are not
built, the industry will not have to
dip into profits to erect new plants.
More gravy. And anyway, the steel
industry is counting on a depression
whether they expand or not, so why
build more plants? And THEY ask
US to believe in “free enterprise.”

The steel shortage is not going fo
get better. It is going to get worse
The UAW-CIO made a survey of
steel needs for 1950. In order t4 have
full ‘employment then, the country
will .need 100 million tons of ingot
steel. The Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the Department of Commerce, and
two reliable private research organ-

izations also made surveys. They all .
agreed at the figure of 100 million
tons for 1950.

And - the steel industry expecis to
produce only 77 million tons, accord-

‘ing to spokesmen for the industry.

Department of Commerce estimates
say that. 71 million tons in 1950 mean
14 million unemployed in 1950.

What can labor do in the face of
this threat? The union contract is
not much help. What good is a con-
tract if you haven't got a job? For
that matter, what good are the re-
cent wage raises that the auto work-
ers and miners have won if they
don't work forty hours a week?

Clearly the government must step
into the picture. But the government
won’t do it. President Reuther of the

UAW has presented the facts fo a-

Senate committee. And he has writ-
ten to Truman. Reuther got exactly
the answer he deserved for going to
thé political representatives of the
mdnopolists. Silence.

If the present government sides
with the monopolists against labor,
what government will side with la-
bor against the monopolists? Clearly,
only a labor government, a workers’
government. And for that, laber
needs a party.

The threat, then, of the steel short-
age is a threat of depression and un-
employment, with all that these
things mean. The answer is a Labor
Party. The labor movement does not
have forever to prepare its answer.

OFF THE =

PRESS /4

Don’t
Pay
More

‘ Rent!

®
BY
IRVING
HOWE
In Buridles of 25 or More, Tkree Cents
per Copy

Order from:
Workers Party Publications

4 Court Sq., Long Island Ci¥y 1, N. Y.
(All Onrders Must Be Prepaid)

Pullman Rights
On Freedom Train

Editor:

Your editorial on' the Freedom
Train, in Labor Action of October 6;
is a rather c¢lumsy and superficial
comment on this topic. It is nee-
essary to show so plainly your irri-
tation over the fact that the sponsors
of the train have robbed you of your
best “class angle” by taking theéir
stand against any kind of Jim Crow
in connection with the train? We'll
see how the sponsors live up' to their
resolution when the fFain hits the
Deep South; meanwhile, it seems
more than a little ridiciulous to hang
a polemic against Jilm Crow on the
excéllént intentions of the sponsows
of the train. There are plenty of
better occasions for that.

There is, as you say, “a ceértain
irony” in the whole idea of the Free-
dom Train. But you won't make
your readers aware of it by hitting
them over the head with Jim Crow,
and demanding why the train doesn’t
’have Tom Mooney and Sacco-Van-
zetti exhibits. (You could also de-
mand a Labor Action exhibitf!)
American history did not begin with
Tom Mooney; certain aspects of the
prior History of the country have
their inferest. And irony is too del-
icaté a commodity to be uncovered
with a steamshovel. If you insist on
using a steamshovel, comrade editor,
forget about irony. The irony, which
your editorial does not uncover, lies
in the contrast between the igeals of
freedom -and equality embodied in
many of the train’s exhibits and in
the early history of the American
Republie, on the one hand; and the
distorted forms those ideals assume
in the year 1947, in the latter days of
the: Republic.

To appreciate this irony you have
to Have some understanding of our
,early history and some: genuirie' feel-
ing of the revolutionary character

_of its main events. The American

of Labon

Revolution and the American Civil
War are linked to all the great work-
ingclass struggles throughout the
world. Américan workers and social-
ists, instead of ignoring that history,
should be deeply interested in it and
in the historic documents that reflect,

even though imperfectly, the revo-
lutionary spirit of the' common people
who gave the American charac¢ter and
institutions their best qualities. If
these -documents are made accessible
to several millions of persons for the
first time, through,the Freedom Train,
without being used as an instrument
of NAM propaganda and Jim Crow-
ism, I'm all for it, though it seems
that Labor Action, for some peculiar
reason, is not. It's hard to believe
that the Detlaration of Independence
and the Emanclpation Proc¢lamation
will be exhibited with sueh scrupu-

- lous regard for the doctrine of those

documents. If so, however, I shall be
encouraged. I'm not going to boycott
my Public Library because Lénin’s
MATERIALISM AND EMPIRIO-
CRITICISM is absent from their “rec-
ommended” list; and the fact that
there are no Tom Mooney or Sacco-
Vanzetti or Labor Action exhibits on

the Freedom Train, and that there
are foo many Marines standing
around, will not prevent me from
standing in line with several million
other citizens and deriving the same
satisfaction, and perhaps more, from
the exhibits than they do.

We have a right to be proud of
much of our American tradition—
socialists above all have this right,
because we are the true inheritors of
the revolutionary tradition that the
professional patriots try to forget
about, All this is very nearly com-
monplace, buf there is no suggestion
of it in your editorial. And the omis-
sion is more significant than might

+ appear. It's a symptom of a funda-

mental weakness of socialist thought,
especlally characteristic of people
continually pushed around by subway
gudrds, Your editoriadl énds with a
slghtly confused analogf?’ about pm-

ting ‘that good old socialist engine”
on the Freedom Train and getting rid
of the caboose (a good, proletarian
car which, for some reason, you
identify with “capitalist politicians”).
At the risk of compounding a felony
(and getting Gene Debs dragged into
the discussion), let me extend the
analogy: The trouble with most so-
cialists is that they don't have the
psychology of Pullman passengers on
the train, with all the rights and priv-
ileges of Pullman passengeérs, includ-
ing the strong inclination to raise

-hell whenever they don't get the

service their ficket entifles them to.,
Instead, too many socxallgts somehow
feel they don't belong on the train,
they’re just bums who have hopped
a freight. As for me, I am going to
assume I have a Pullman ticket on
the Freedom Train, and I'd like to
see a man who has a better right
to be riding it.

H. D. COLEMAN,
Missouri

Says We Must
Protect Liberties

Editor:

It is not good citizenship to endure
oppression in America meekly, A
dear price was paid by our ancestors
for our liberties. It is our duty to
pass them on to the next generation.

The Bill of Rights belongs to all
of us. Fer some years New York.
City decided to ignore the last part
of Article V. Land was taken from
homeowners without a cent beihg
paid, just an entry in the city records
that payment was due. I know, for
my brother-in-law had a home on a
street that was to be widened. Home-
owners were kicked. out, water cuf
off, lights cut off, gas cut off, and if
they had riot moved the roofs would
have comg down from over their
heads. One such family had not had
a cent in the five years since they
had been evicted. Another had been

out two years when I looked into

this. I believe that now the City is
doing better, bul the cifizens had no
right to let it go on at all.

In Michigan the first part of that
Article Five is wiped out by the
judges. They try persons without an
indietment by a grand jury. Much
injustice has been done. A case is
being rushed to the state Supreme
Court, and propaganda in the néws-
papers is building up for a decision
by that court, that Michigan is free
to ignore whatever part of the Bill
of Rights it pleases. This won’'t stand
publicity, if people would inform
themselves as to just what that sec-
tion says and what the first section
of Article 14 of the Amendments to
the fedéral Constitution says.

Our Constitution cannot deferm it-
self. If you want these liberties for
your children, protect them during
your lifetime.

MRS. MARY P. HOPKINS,

Presg.-ni's View
On Partition
Editor:

Regarding Al Findley’'s letter on
the Palestine issue, I wish to make
the following comment:

It is one thing to demand the in-
dependence of Palestine from British
imperialism; but it is quite another
for a minority which is NOT sup-
pressed by the native majority to
demand the partition of the 'country
—and that by having the imperialist
powers enforce it, obviously
AGAINST the native majority. The
principle of self-determination finds
absolutely no application here and it
is ludicrous to defend a “principle”
on the basis that a large section of
the Jewish population desires sov-
ereignty in a partitioned Palesting.
Are we defénding the irmterests of
the working masses by supporting

.their illusory desires? Partition is a

scheme to weaken both Jews and
Arabs and it is preposterous to sug-
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gest, as does Al Findley, that either
the Russians or the Americans would
allow a “removal of direct imperi-
alist rule” or could tolerate “imme-
diate independence for -the Arab
portion of Palestine.” There is no
other way out of the Palestine
dilemma BUT Jewish-Arab coopera-

* tion and the common struggie against

British lmpenahsm

It appears quite convenient for
Findley to call the attention of the
reader to the stand taken by LABOR
ACTION on the: Indian partition.

LABOR ACTION at the time not
only proclaimed the right of self- -

determination of the Moslems but
aTso the victory of the Indian masses
over British imperialism. But LABOR
ACTION never showed that the
Moslem masses in India actually de-
sired separation or that they are a

* suppressed minority in India: nor has

it been able to reconcile its pro-
claimed victory of the Indian masses
over British imperialism to the ter-

rible fratricidal sirife that ensued

upon Britain’s withdrawal. Had

British imperialism suffered a REAL °

defeat at thé hands of the Indian
masses, that is, had its withdrawal
from India not been due merely to
the general weakening and decline

of Great Britain but also to the direet

action of the Indian masses s We may
rest assured that things would ook
different in India today. As it is, the
partitioning of India symbolizes a
terrible defeat for the Indian reve-
lution and can have no meaning . to

either the Moslem or the Hindu .

masses.

Should Findley insist that the sit-
uation in Palestine i, generall.y
speaking, analogous to that in India,
perhaps he will concede that tutu're
developmients in the formet might be
analegous with pagt developments in
the lattek-——unlessil
the imperialist powers to prevént an
Arab-Jewish blood bath.

E. KELLER,
New York
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LABOR ACTION

Special Session
And Prices--

Continued from page 1)

tions here and there, that is the line of United
States capitalism, whose servant Truman is. Tl'!e
principal difficulties will arise over the'domestic
issues, in which Truman equally serves United
States capitalism.

No serious attack can be made on the prob-
léms of supplying food fo the hungry of the world
&nd to the American people at prices fhey can af-
ford, without invading the rights of “free en.fer-
prise.” This, of course, Truman does not wish to
do, and big business certainly doesn't propese fhat
he or anybody shall do it.

What can, Truman propose? v

Nationalization of the basic industries, espe-
cially of food in this situation? This would indeed
be a fundamental approach to the solution of the
problem. It is hopeless to deal effectively with the
most essential need of all, namely, food, so long
as meat, bread, dairy products are in the hands
of mien who gauge production and prices pri-
marily by their interest as profiteers. However,
that would be a blow at “free enterprise” and that
is the last thing in the world Truman wants to see.

Price control? Nothing could- be more clearly
indicated. Voluntary price reductions by industry
and business through the normal working of wp;l{y
and demand have resulted in . . . price boosts. The
arguments for price control are unanswérable. The
only argument against price control is that it would
interfere with unbridled profiteering.

Some of his advisers are no doubt counselling
reinstitufion of some kind of price control. But
Truman denounced both price control and ration-
ing as “police state” measures not two weeks ago.
In his radio address, he gave evidence of a re-
treat from his “police state” statement in the
sense of indicafing something more than velun-
tary measures. After reaffirming the virtues of
“yolihtary action by bu&iness men” in his speech,
Truman added, “But the responsibility of the
government extends beyond aiding voluntary ac-
tion. The government must respond to the needs
of the people.”

Does this mean that Truman has heard the rear?
Perhaps. But it is doubtful that he will recommend
price control or rationing, though there is a rumor
afoot that he may recommend soeme kind of allot-
ment system for scarce commodities, which would
constitute a limited form of rationing.

So-much then for Truman. Little needs to be
said about his Republican colleagues. They won’t
propose anything from which the people are
likely to benefit. There is, however, a lot to be
ggid about what WE can do.

The question of prices has been placed on the
calendar of the special session in response to na-
tion-wide demand. It now remains for us to see
that the special session considers those matters
that we consider most important, and considers
them in our way. So far as we need to be con-
cerned, a session of Congress is meeting, and we
must exert our pressure for everything we want.

By pressure we mean organized pressure. By
pressure we mean the kind of militant, country-
wide activity which, at one and the same time, in-
forms Congress of what the people wanf, and
makes possible the execution of the people's wishes
regardless of what Congress does.

Everything goes, or should go: action to repeal
the Taft-Hartley law, to raise. wages, to lower
and control prices, to supply -food for the peo-

il

“ples of the world.

We repeat that a basic solution lies in long-
range action for the nationalization of the basic
industries, UNDER WORKERS’ CONTROL. This
includes the big food combines and such industries
as steel on which we in the United States and
the people in Europe depend most heavily. If the
monopolists can’t produce for the benefit of man-
.kind, then let us place control of production in
the hands of those who have the know-how and
the interest: the working class. Y

Price control is a must. After our experience
with OPA, it should be plain that governmental
control machinery is not enough. Price control is
4 must, but its operation must be in the hands of

" thosé who really WANT price control —in the

hands of labor and consumer committees.

Food for Europe is a necessity. As workers
we ought to be particularly concerned with this,
éven to the point of sacrificing whatever is dem-
onstrated as necessary. The rich are not déing
without food in Europe any more than here. How-
ever, we dare not permit hunger.to be exploited
for imperialist motives. We have a right to de-
mand that our unions control the distribution of
foéd to all who need it in cooperation with the
unions of European labor; and that food ship-
ments be combined with agsistance in rebuilding
the shattered agriculture and industry of Europe,
free of imperialistvintervention.

A coordinated union campaign for wage in-
creases WITHOUT PRICE increases, a guaran-
teed annual wage, and escalator clauses, would
be of immeasurable value when the special ses-
sion meets. This Congress that will meet is not
our Congress; it is a Congress of our enemies, the
monopolists, the employers. And it won’t bg our
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Congress until we have our own powerful Labor
Party, and our Workers’ Government. Our Con-
gress would not have to be pressured into acting
in the people’s behalf. This Congress must be so
pressured. And we ought therefore to use every
instrument at our disposal, every issue, to éxert
that pressure. :

With this special session, as with almost ev-
erything else, labor has an opportunity to demon-
strate that it alone can lead the people, that it
alone can put forward a meaningful program on
prices and other issues. Wé can make the special
session a portent of the future if we mobilizé our
strength for it, if we makeée our voices heard in
organized fashion, if we plan militant Iabor-con-
sumer activities, simultaneous with our pressure
on the Congress, so that there will be no mis-
taking our wishes and our intent.

Last week we headlined the one-cent rise in
the price of bread. That cent rise in bread was
matehed this week in the New York City area
with a cent rise in the price of milk. A cent more
for bread or milk is, in our opinion, a news item

of major importance. The pressure of other ma-
terial makes it impossible for us to feature this

.item this week, though we think it warrants it.

We want, however, to call attention to one
specific aspeet of this price rise. The milk com-
panies claimed that the rise was caused by a wage

' increase granted drivers last week. The milk

drivers’ union, however, disagrees. The drivers

say that a half-cent rise, at most, would have

paid for the wage increase, if every bit of it was

passed on to the consumer. The drivers cite the

profits of the companies as high enough to ab-

sorb the wage raise ENTIRELY. f
The case speaks for itself.

New York WP
Asks Voters
To Uphold PR

By R’ SAUNDERS

Proportional “representation is the principal
issue to be voted on in New York City on Novem-
ber 4. The old Tammany Hall: politicians and the
Democratic Party district leaders are exerting
every effort to reinstitute the old method of coun-
cilmanic elections by State Senatorial districts.
This elgetion method assures the Damocratic
Party an almost automatic majority in the Coun-
cil and doesn’t permit even the rank and file
members of the Démocratic Party to vote for
other than machine candidates. _

Voting by -proportional represénfation dssures
the vofers in the entire borough of d f4r more dem-
ocrati¢ chéice of candidates and provides the
greatest possibility of minority parties getfing rep-
résénfation on the Coundil 'iii proportion 'to the
fotal votés cast for fheir candidates. The old sys-
fem would re-establish’ the outmoded Stdte Senate
dliotment to boroughs which, at present pérmifs
one Senate district to cast fwice as many vofes as
anothér. The Workers Party asks that you vote NO
o Proposition Ne. 4. it *

" The Workers Party asks its supportérs to
votegaYES on Amendment No. 1. This amendment
wouﬁi permit the state to borrow $400,000,000 to
pay New York veterans a bonus. Although the
reactionary State Legislature has Iimited the
bonus to the inadequate sum of $260 per veteran
eligible for the maximum amount and has al-
ready decided to pay back the loan through a tax
on cigarettes and other consumer items, it is im-
portant that we first see to it that the veterans
get the bonus and fight during the next session
of the Legislature to increase it and to repeal the
method -of taxation which forces the veterans and
the general public to' shoulder the burden of
finaneing the bonus.

We propose taxing the big redl estate interests
which can well afford to pay. The argument that
the amiendment should be defeated because the
baiius is a very small handeut, and that veterans
wéuld prefer a more substantial increase in low
cost housing, is fallacious. The Werkers Party main-
tains that New York State can afford all of these
thiligs, including the bonus, without taxing the low
and middle income groups. Instead of counferpos-
:(ltho“a'slng to the bonus, we propose to fight for

&th,

Vote YES on Amendment No. 2 to extend ab-
sentee voting rights. Vote NO on Amendment No.
3, which would permit the Legislature to fix the
salaries of the legislators. Vote YES on Amend-
ment ‘No. 4 to provide an additional method of
removing incompetent judges. Vote NO on Amend-
ment No. 5 to create a new Judicial District. Vote
YES on Amendment No. 6 to permit the state to
construct new ski trails. Vote YES on Proposi-
tions 1, 2 and 3, which provide $135,000,000 addi-
tional funds for low rent public housing in New
York, increases the Sfate subsidy from $9,000,000
in any year to $13,000,000 and permits the State
to increase a yearly subsidy from $1,00‘0,000 to

*

% $1,500,000. '

We urge all our friends to vote on November
4, particularly to block the reactionary attempt
to repeal PR.

_ The only candidate the Workers Party supports
in this election i€ Robert Williams, running for
State Senafe in #he twenty-third district. He is the
candidate of the Socidlist Workers Party and is
running on a program of transitional demands

which we support.”
He is the only revolutionary soecialist candi-

* date in this elettion. Although we have serious

disagreements with the program of the Socialist
Workers Party, we recognize that a vote for
Robert Williamsis a vote for socialism,
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erate bourgeois parties to the paity of the extreme
Right. What of the parties which presume to represent
the working class—the Socialist Party and, above all,
the Stalinist party? ) :

In Paris, revolutionary heatt of France, de Gaulle de-
feated the combined Socialist and Stalinist votes. The
Stalinists received 710,000 and the Socialists 196,000
votes—less than a majority of the Paris vote. The same
trend is revealed throughout the country, in the first
Sunday’s elections in the larger cities. The Stalinists,
contrary to widespread predietions (including that of
this writer!) held their voting strength at 29.3 per cent
of the total vote. The Socidlist Party, in the large cities,
continued its deécline and registered a bare 14.3 per cent
of the total. Most significant factor of all is that while
the combined vote of the two parties represented 50 per
cent of the voting population a bare two years ago, the
combination has now dropped down to only 43.6 per
cent, Not only has the Right consolidated its forces, but
it has swung many hundreds of thousands of former
leftist middle class voters over to its eamp. The ability
of the Stalinists to hold their popular vote, although
there has been a sharp decline in Stalinist-held admin-
istrative posts, is clearly duerto the continued and deep-
ened economic drifting and stagnation of the nation.

FRANCE—A STALEMATED COUNTRY

Any analysis of the elections, then, must frankly
admit a serious victory for France's conso]ida‘ting re-
actionary forces. The aptly described Caesarian ten-
deney of Charles de Gaulle has burst upon the scene in
a startling, disturbing and dangerous fashion. That the
French people themselves understand the significance
of this is indicated by the preliminary results of the see-
ond Sunday’s elections held in the small towns and com-
munes of the nation. So sensitive to change and shock is
the French nation that within the space of a week's
time a reactipn had set in against the threat of violence
and civil war implicit in the early de’Gaullist victory.
A swing took place, but to the balance of power Social-
ist Party, rather than the Stalinists. The Socialists
elected 15,5600 couneilmen—far ahead of both the de
Gaullists and the Stalinists. No indication of the popu-
lar vote is dvailable, but the de Gaullist RPF ran pro-
portionally far behind its showing in the large cities:
It is legitimate to draw certain conclusions from this
gsharp reaction.

France is a stalemated country—there probably has
_never been a great nation so completely stalemated,
from a political and social point of view. Two vast wings
of the population—the Rightist camp and the Stalinist
camp—face each ofhier, yet neither can make a move,
for the time being. The Stalinists, for reasons we have
often indicated, cdnnot move for power. The loose de
Gaullist camp, held fogether on dn. anti-Stalinist basis,
cannot precipitate civil war, despife its big talk. It has
neither the forces nor the historic independence neces--
sary '¥6 do so. Therefore? The [likelihood is that the Se-
cialist Party, together with weak remnants from the
MRP and the Radical Socialists, will continue indefinitely
to rule over France. : '

Every effort must be made, of course, to alert the

Inside Latin America

workers against any attempted mowe by de Gaullist
reaction to mobilize for-a coup de main, or to revamp
the Constitution to smooth his path {0 power by “con-
stitutional” and “legal” means. Unitzd fronts in -de-
fense of the workers’ democratic instittitions and unions
are certainly in order. At the sameé time, the game of
French Stalinism must be made clearer than ever. The
typical Stalinist gangster happening' of the election
period, when Maurice Thorez struck & Socialist Party
critic, should be played up to the fullest extent.

The role of American imperialism is. clear in this sit-
uation. To carry out successfully the Marshall Plan, now
fast becoming a reality, America must have full social
péace in France. Neither de - Gaulle nor Sdtdlinism will per-
mit this. A reluctant: Americaf govermsient must, there-
fore, rely substantially upon the Socialis¥ Party and hope
that it can remain in power, acting as the wall separat-
ing the two camps while the economic fumctionings of the
Marshall: Plan are given the opportunity: to do their ex-
pected work of reviving French' economys.

» A situation of a delicate balance t¥ius exists, with
the probability that it will be of long dluration. While
Stalinism held tight to-its popular vote ' (without an in-
crease, however), it has réached its paak and the de-
cline has begun in the actual posts and administrative
positions it holds,

. |
THE ELECTIONS IN CEYLON o

The barely noticed parliamentary ielections in the
distant island of Ceylon have produced one of the most
rémarkable revolutionary developments for many years.
We refer to the amazing popular vote of about 500,000
received by the two Trotskyist parties yof that country,
the story of which was published in a| recent issue of
LABOR ACTION. This amounts to alraoost 25 per cent
of the vote cast and places the Trotskyist movement of
that ecountry in leadership, so far as mayss influence and
working class popularity are concerned.

- Despite our profound differences wilth the two. Trot-
skyist tendencies of Ceylon, we wish to express our ad-
miration and enthusiasm for. the example #hey have given.
The key to their. success is undoubtedly| the leadership
they have given in their capacity tp participate in. the
down-to-earth struggles of the island amd fheir ability
té appear before the Ceylonese people as leaders: of
the entire oppressed.nation. &

Most. remarkable achievement of all was the cam-
paign waged by Gomrade Edmund Samarakkody (Cey-
lon Unit, Bolshevik-Leninist Party of India) against
D. S. Senanayake, leader of the Ceylonese capitalist
class and Prime. Minister of the government. In the
Prime Ministey’s home constituency, a rural district of
extensive landed estates and mahors, and against a
highly organized voting machine (including use of bri-
bery, thugs, terrorization of workers, etc.), Comrade
Samarakkody polled 10,773 votes against 26,700 to the
winner. It should be emphasized that the party carried
on its campaign in an open revolutionary socialist
manner, and made no effort to conceal or water down
its program to. one of agrarian radicalism. These are
revolutionary votes for parties deserving revolutionary

‘support.

Attack on Labor Serves U.S.

e B

By A. FERRARRA

The aims and interests of U. S.
imperialism are being well served in
the current drive against the Stalinist
parties in Latin-America. There is no
doubt that Washington looks with
approval upon the outlawing of the
Stalinist party ®in Brazil; upon the
expulsion of the Stalinists from the
Chilean government a feéew months

* ago, and more recently, /the sensa-

tional smashing of a Stalinist-led
strike of 20,000 coal miners, as well
as the wholesale arrest and detention
in concentration camps of Stalinist
trade-union functionaries; upon the
wholesale arrest of Stalinist political
and trade union functionaries now
going on in' Cuba; and upon the ex-
pulsion of the Stalinists from the
Bolivian government.

As every school child knows, Latin-
Ameérica is an invaluable and irre-
placeable source of such vital raw
materials as tin, copper, oil, rubber,
etc. In addition, Latin America dis-
poses of a wvast reservoir of man-
power which can be tapped for mil-
itary and industrial purpq%es."leatin
American Stalinism, at the service of
the Kremlin, represents an obstaclé
which can block U. 8. imperialism’s
plan to exploit to the full all the
rich resourcés Latin America ‘com-
mands, in the coming war with
Russia. The attempt niow being made
to- liquidate the Stalinist parties in
Latifi ‘America, therefore, i§ an in-
dispénsable and intégral part of U.S.
imperidlist preparations for the com-
ing war.

This, however, is but one side of
the coin. The Latin-American cap-
italists are serving not only the in-
terests of their North American

' master, but their own predatory class
- intérests as well. Under the guise of

crushing the Stalinist parties, the
various Latin-American regimes. are
unleashing a eruel offensive against
their respective working-classes.

MASSES HARD PRESSED

With'a relative slackening in Amer-
ican and world demand for their raw
maferials, and the inflationary rise
in the price of those raw materials,
food, and manufactured goods which
they must import to sustain the na-
tional economy, the Latin American
countries are caught in the grip of
a full-blown post-war crisis. The
Latin American ruling classes are
intent on resolving the crisis at the

«expense of the masses, who are lit-
erally starving because wages cannot
keep pace with the accelerated rise
in the cost of living.

In this respect, Chile, where 20,000
mifiers recently went on strike for
Righer wages is a typical eéxample.
Af the end of 1946 the cost of living
since 1939 had gone up 300 per cent,
ac¢eording” to 'the mewsweekly, “Time

» Magazine,” of December 16, 1946.

£

Another magazine, “World Report,”
statés in its issue of September 7,
1947, that “Living costs in Chile are
possibly the highest in: Latin America.
Suppliés are short. Speculators hold
commodities for extortionate prices.
Farm laborers are unable to maintain
even the subsistence level on which
they usually have lived. Common
laborers in the cities are starving
and many of them have no shelter.”

What is true of Chile is true' of
every other country in Latin America
without exception.

STALIN'S ROLE

The economic misery and political
disorientation of the masses in
Latin America today, however, is not
due solely to the rapacicusness of the
native bourgeosie and the economic

dislocations which inévitably follow -

a war. The very same Stalinists who
now shout to high heaven that the
Latin American bourgeoise are
agents of Wall Street, yesterday
made common eause with Varga and
Dutra of Brazil, Videla of Chile, and
Grau San Martin of Cuba. ]

In exchange for government posis
and control of the frade-unions, in

esdhange for pro-Russian diplomatic

gestares, the Sta’linis_ts energetically
and faithfully served as agénts for
the native capitalists inside the trade-
union movemeénts, intimidating mili-
tants and preventing thé working-
class from striking off on an inde-
pendent and militant path of struggle
under favorable conditions. If, foday,

the Latin American rulers have de-
cided to dispense with the services
of Stalinism, it is because they feel
capable of crushing the workers’
movements by -themselves with the
powerful economic political and
moral support of U. S, imperialism.

Today Stalinism is being attacked
in Latin America not only by the
native capitalists and U. S. imperial-
ism, but by advanced sections of the
working-class and for completely
opposed reasons. During the war, the
growth of Stalinism expressed in dis-
torted fashion the growth of the
working-class and ils political awak-
ening.

However, the repeated beifrayals
perpeirated by the Stalinists created
an.important left-wing in the work-
érs’ movement which Kas continued
to grow and take shape in the course
of the last few years. The political
differentiation was accompanied by
a split inside the trade union move-
ment,” with impeortant groups split-
ting ‘away from the Stalinist con-
tinental Federation, CTAL.,

We have no doubt that the Fourth
Internationalists are actively engaged
in directing this anti-Stalinist mili-
tant working-class tendency along the
road of defending the political and
economic rights of the working-class
in the face of the capitalist and im-
perialist reaction, while at the same
1lime exposing the Stalinists as the
agents of Russian imperialism in the
ranks of the working-class.

- . -
HOW TO PREPARE A WAR o

The Republican Party can quit worrying about
a presidential candidate for the next election. We
have found their man for them. We guaranfée
that he can hand out the same hokum fo the
American people as the present incumbent but

with more brio and more imagination than Tru-
man’s Prendergast background permits.

Oyr than is Mr. Myriam Bowser Franz, re-
cently resident of Greenwich Village, Néw York
City. Mr. Franz, pastor of the “First Church of
the Aquarian Age, Inc,” is, u‘r}fo'rfunately, cur-
rently not available for political activify. In fact,
he is in jail. ; 3

Mr.. Franz was arrested for practicing medi-
cine without a license. “By manipulation of the
big toe in connection with prayer amd consulta-
tion of horoscopes,” the New York Times informs
us, “Franz attended his flock for infantile paraly-
sis, sinusitis, museular strains, hyperthyroidism,
stomach cramps, headaches, neurosis and liver
complaint.” ' . '

It is obvious to us that a man who has made
a fine living by such a simple device should have
the opportunity to exercise his talents on.a grand-
er scale. Transferred to the national political
arena, hokum like this would be transmuted into
statesmanship of a high order of brilliance and
originality. ! ; =g s

We would like to see what he could do, for in-
stance, with the current rather crude eampaign
in the United press eXaggerating the strength.of
the Russian war machine. Armed Forces Talk, a
propaganda booklét used in the education of W. S.
troops, states this month that Russia is in a po-
sition to attack “in almost any direction, toward
Europe, China, or by air across the Polar ‘re-
gions.” The obvious implication i§ that Russia is
capable now of prosecuting .a full-scale -war
against the U. S. Kenneth C. Royall; Undérsecre-
tary of War for the Army, recently stated the
same thing to graduates of the Comand. and
General Staff College: “You must have definitely
in mind at least the possibility of an immediate
confliet.” ! 1 i

Despite all the thunder and lightning in- the
press ‘from both the United States  and Russia, it
is plain to any person with-a rudimentary kniowl-
e(}g.'_e of military realities that Russia is' in no po-
sition to wage war against the United States.
Even before World War II; Russia’s industrial
botential was qualitatively and quantitatively in-
ferior to that of the United States. The war de-
livered Russia blows from which she cannot pos-
sibly recover for many years. The United States
emerged with her plant intact, and evén expanded.
AN INKLING OF THE TRUTH .

An article by Ansel E. Talbert, the aviation
editor of the New York- Herald Tribune, recently
raised a sane voice amid the general hysteria. In
a seriously analytical article he pointed out,’
among other facts, that in a field so decisive in
modern warfare as long-range bombing, Russian
development is backward in comparison with U. S.
standards. The actual and potential advantage

g_n:iqud l?_ay the United States in atomic bombsj -
guided missiles, aireraft and all other types of _

war materiel need not be dwelled upon.

The Review of Economic Statistics published

by Harvard University will shortly publish an
#nalysis of the notoriously limber Russian sta-
tistics. The aim is to deflate the glowing reports
on production issuing from Russia itself -and
“many misconceptions. '
growth given currency in official reports by other
governments and in private studies.” One set of
figures from the report will suffice to show fhe
comparative economic strength of Russia and the
U. 8.: in 1940 .the Russian gross nationgl product
was $82,250,000,000; the figure for the same year
for the U. S. was $100,000,000,000.

That after stunning defeats in World War II
Russia was able to emerge a victor was due to
her industrial plant, geography, lend-leasé -and
powerful allies. In the next war she will have:no
lend-lease and few and feeble allies. (3

The unvarnished truth is that Russia does not
want war with the U. 8. now or in the near fu-
ture. 'I_‘his does not prevent her, of course; from
squeezing every ounce of economic; political and
military advantage from neighboring. countries,
shorj; of precipitating the terrible conflict:itself.
In the meantime, her economy and her people are
being wracked by military. preparations which
consume one-third of the national product.

Using as motivation the undeniable fact that
the possession of such a total wespon-ag the
atomic bomb. places a high premium upon the ini-
tial assault, the present indiscriminate pPropa-
ganda campaign has as: its aim the preparation
of a preventive war against Russian imperialism.

“Manufacturers of ordnance equipment;’ said
the New York Times last June, “are ‘standing by’
ready to meet government demands for inéreased
or aI!_;gred produection . . . because recént événts in
Washington have-¢onvinced them that larger de-
mands upon their facilities may be made Within -
the quarfer.”

They ought to know. It's their goverrnmeént.

Dance to the Hot Rhythms of
Gregory Felix's
INTERNATIONAL CALYPSO BAND

i’now playing with the Pearl Primus Revuel
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ACTIVE V{ORKERS CONFERENCE

at the

FALL FESTIVAL
AND BARN DANCE

Friday, November 7, 9:00 P. M. CARAVAN HALL, 110 East 59th Street

Auspices: Local New ‘Yark. Workers Party
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to the dance calls of
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By .A. RUDZIENSKI

In line with the increasing offensive of inter-
national reaction, we witness the growing arro-
gance of the Polish right wing. The most repre-
sentative party of the Polish bourgeoisie, the Na-
tional Democracy, has played a very sad role in
Polish history. Founded in the post-positivist*
period, it countered the revolutionary program of
Polish socialism with its slogan of capitulation to
Czarism and the autonomy of Poland under the
sceptre of the “Czar of all the Russians.”

This party proclaimed its anti-Semitjc program
and organized the first pogroms together with the
“Black Hundreds" of the Czar. I formed its yellow
unions which played the part of strike-breakers in
the revolution of 1905-06. It collaborated with
Czarism in all the reactionary "“Dumds" (Russian
pre-revolutionary parliament). In the First World
War this party proclaimed its loyalty to the Czar
and its collaboration in the "Slavic" offensive
against the Germans. In the ‘independent republic,
the National Democracy, with Pilsudski’s help, liqui-
dated the popular government of Lublin, presided
-over by the Social-Democrat, Daszynski, which laid
the foundation of bourgeois democracy and the so-
cial rights of the proletariat.

The coalition of this party with the Peasant
Right undermined the bases of democracy in Po-
land, clearing the way for Pilsudski’s bonapartist
coup in 1927 and the regime of the Colonels. The*
National Democracy was to be found in opposition
on the Right against Pilsudski, ceaselessly com-
batting his regime. Its youth movement, “Revolu-
tionary Nationalists,” organized the university
ghettos, the anti-Semitic pogroms, and anti-work-
ing class actions.

COUP D'ETAT CAPTURES GOVERNMENT

When in 1939, the regime of the Colonels,
Pilsudski’s heirs, was shattered by Hitler’s blows,
a’ coalition government was formed in France,
over which Sikorski presided with the support of
the National-Democracy, the Peasants, and the
Socidl-Democrats, that is to say, the entire anti-
totalitarian opposition, In the interests of clarity,
it must be stated that only the moderate wing of
the National Democrats supported the govern-
ment-in-exile, the fascist group, ONR (Bielecki's
nationalist revolutionary organization) remain-
ing in open opposition. When Sikorski died, gov-
ernmental responsibility passed to the left-center,
to Mikolajezyk’s party and the PPS (Polish So-
cialist Party), with'the National Democracy play-
ing a minor role. When Mikolajezyk vacillated in
his attitude toward Stalin in the days after the
Warsaw uprising, the leadership of the govern-
ment passed into the hands of the Social-Demo-
crats whose attitude toward Stalin was uncom-
promising, with Tomas Arciszewski as Prime
Minister. At that time the right wing accepted
Arciszewski’s nomination as the future president
of Poland, as indicated in the official documents
which were published at the time, signed by the
President and the Parliament-in-exile. Arciszew-
ski was the standard bearer of the Polish resist-
ance against the Nazis, and of the Warsaw in-
surrection. ]

A few months ago, Poland’s Presidenttin-ex-
ile, Raczkiewicz, became very ill. During périods
when Parliament does not function or in state of

* war, the President is empowered to designate his
successor. The Right took advantage of Raczkie-
wicz’ illness in order to sieze political leadership
of the Polish emigration. Under the pressure of
the National Democracy, Raczkiewicz revoked
his previous decision of 1944, and passing over
the resolutions of the Parliament-in-exile and the
Polish Underground, named as his successor
Augusto Zaleski, spokesman for the Right, in-

. Exposes Plot to Capture
Polish Political Emigration

stead of the Socialist, Arciszewski, as had been
resolved. When the PPS voiced its objections to
this maneuver, Arciszewski was compelled to re-
sign as Prime Minister, With the support of the
right wing, of General Anders, and of the gov-
ernmental officials, a new government was formed,
presided over by General Bor, hero of Warsaw.
Surely this coup d’etat of the Polish Right has
international inspiration. The Right is preparing
to surrender the policy of national independence
to a capitalism and imperialism which is prepar-
ing for the war against Russia. This would sig-
nify a new movement of resistance against Rus-
sia, new uprisings in Poland, and new sufferings
for the Polish people in the service of capitalism
and under the banner of capitalist restoration.

"DEMOCRATIC CONCENTRATION" FORMED

The PPS was compelled to leave the political
coalition of the government-in-exile. And as no
populist party belongs to this government, it eon-
sists of the right-wing parties only (National
Democracy and Christian Democrats) and the
army, or more accurately speaking, of the body
of Rightist officials. When leaving the governmen-
tal coalition, the PPS declared that “it is neces-
sary to seek new bases for Polish political life in
exile,” and for the struggle for the national and
social emancipation of Poland. As a consequence
of this resolution, a “Democratic Concentration”
was formed in England to which the following
parties adhere.: the PPS-in-exile (Social-Demo-
crats led by Kwapinski, Ciolkosz, Zaremba, etc.),
the Populist Party, “Freedom,” which is opposed
to Mikolajezyk’s attitude toward Russia, the Dem-
ocratic Party and the Labor Party. In spite of
the fact that the latter three parties do not con-
stitute major political forces, the political weight
of' the PPS i3 enormous, and consequently the
“Democratic Concentration” of the Polish Emi-
gration iz a real force, which opposes not only
the Stalinist reaction in Poland, but the Rightist
reaction and eapitalist restoration as well.

With all its vacillations and lack of consistency,
the "Democratic Concentration” represents a new
stage in the life of the democratic anti-Stalinist
opposition in Poland. The Polish proletariat con-
stitutes the base of this opposition. The strikes in
Poland represent not only support for this force
but indirectly (perhaps directly as well) stem from
it. The deputy, Zulawski, the only independent So-
cialist in the Warsaw Parliament, is the standard
bearer of this tendency inside the country. His pop-
ularity is so great that the GPU does not, for the
moment, dare to "destroy him,” to use the official
Soviet term.

In relation to Mikolajezyk’s peasant opposi-
tion, this movement, led by the PPS and sustained
by the proletariat, represents a step forward,
since ‘in its front ranks stand the Polish workers
of the industrial centers, disillusioned with Sta-
linist politics. Stalinism is panie-stricken before
this opposition, fearing it much more than Miko-
lajezyk’s peasant opposition, and for this reason
persecutes the activists of the WRN (Freedom,
Equality and Independence), intransigeant un-
derground group of the PPS.

SOCIALIST TASKS IN POLAND

The task of revolutionary Marxists in Poland
is to point out to this complex-movement the only
road to liberation: the road of the socialist revo-
lution over the corpse of Stalinism.

In order to liberate the Polish people, it is nec- \

essary to destroy not only Stalinism and Russian
imperialism, but capitalism and Anglo-American im-
perialism as well. Against Stalin and against Tru-
man, Against the imperialist war and against col-
laboration with the Stalinists or with the capital-
ists. Against the Warsaw government and against

MIKOLAJCZYK REPORTED
IN FLIGHT FROM POLAND

By ABE STEIN

The Warsaw Quisling government has
announced the ‘“disappearance” of Stanley
Mikolajezyk, leader of the Polish Peasant
Party (PSL). According to the Warsaw
Stalinists, Mikolajezyk, along with two
other leading PSL officials, “escaped” from
Poland about a week ago. If this statement
is true, then the Stalinists have completed
the conquest of one more objective in their
drive to liquidate the democratic and so-
cialist opposition inside the country. The
Peasant Party will now be inundated by a
host of Stalinist agents, and pushed into
the pro-government bloc of shadow parties
created by the Stalinists to perpetuate the
fiction that the regime has popular mass
support. It is significant that the news of
Mikolajezyk’s “disappearance” was report-
ed to the puppet premier, Cyrankewicz, by
two leading members of the pro-government
wing of the Peasant Party.

While it is impossible to establish as yet
exactly what has happened to Mikolajczyk,
whether he has really left Poland or has
been arrested by the Stalinists, as was ex-
pected, there are no question marks about
the consequences bf Mikolajezyk's departure
from the political arena. Having definitive-
ly -liquidated the Peasant Party opposition,
the Stalinists will now turn all their ener-
gies toward destroying the Polish Socialist
Party opposition (PPS), which has the
support of the Polish workers. As the read-
ers of LABOR ACTION know, the Stalin-
ists have already begun their criminal aec-
tivities by arresting and holding for trial
before military tribunals a large group of
outstanding PPS leaders. However, they
have not yet arrested the outstanding lead-
er and fighter, Zulawski, who carries on the
fight against the Stalinists in the Warsaw

Parliament all by himself. Sooner or later,
Zulawski and his collaborators will suffer
the fate of the arrested PPS and working-
class leaders. There is no doubt that the
arrest and trial of these opposition ele-
ments is the preparation for a complete
sweep of the entire working-class and so-
cialist opposition.

. emburg,” not in order to co

the Rightist reaction in exile. Under the banner of

Rosa Luxemburg,** for a worker-farmer govern-
ment for a Socialist Poland in Socialist Europe.
This Is the policy of the Socialist Third Front.

To bring about this new state of affairs in
which the Polish proletariat and the European

proletariat as well will stand in direct opposition -

to Stalinism and capitalism, it is necessary to give
support to the democratic anti-Stalinist opposi-
tion of the workers and peasants, until this oppo-
sition” develops beyond the democratic phase and
turns toward the victorious socialist revolution.

i : A
*The Positivists were bourgeois ideologists
who came to the forefront after the defeat of the
Polish insurrection of 1863. They counterposed
the program of developing the country’s indus-

trial resources to the socialist program of revolu-

tionary struggle against Czarism. (Tr. note.)

**We use the slogan “the banner of Rosa Lux-
{nterpose it to the
banner of Lenin and Trotsky, but as the opposite
of the “banner of Stalin,” hated by the workers
and the Polish people in general. The banner of
Rosa Luxemburg signifies the old program and
the old tradition of revolutionary socialism in
Poland as represénted by the SDKPL (Social-
Democracy of Poland and Lithuania), opposed to
the reformist and social-patriotism of the old
PPS of Pilsudski. (AR.)

Reuther Files Suit Against Slanderers---

(Continued from page 1)

ticket, This item was planted in a

“b. Plaintiff alleges investigation
discloses that the submission to a
handwriting expert was made by one
Bert Cochran, Park Avenue Hotel,
Detroit, Mich., at one time an asso-
ciate of Homer Martin, discredited
former president of the UAW-CIO,
and that said expert was not given

an original, but a photostatic copy, ,

of the purpofted bulletin repro-
duced in FDR, together with what
purported {o be documents on which
other signatures of ‘the aforesaid
Gerald L. K. Smith appeared.

“e. Plaintiff alleges that said photo-
stat was photographed from a ‘mon-
tage’ or ‘paste-~-up’ of a bulletin
prepared by defendant and his asso-
ciates, upon which was superimposed
a signature of Gerald L. K. Smith
removed for that purpose from a doc-
ument signed by him.

“9. Plaintiff further alleges that if
said -bulletin was actually prepared
and signed by the aforesaid Gerald
L. K. Smith, as represented by the

" aforesaid defendant, and he denies
such to be the case, it was prepared
as a result of a conspiracy between
this defendant, his associates and the
aforesaid Gerald L. K. Smith to dis-
credit this plaintiff. Such conspiracy,
plaintiff alleges, was entered into in
an attempt to weaken and divide the
UAW-CIO and the labor movement
by undermining the confidence of the
membership
.president of the UAW-CIO.” !

PLANTED TAFT ITEM

With respect to the Taft business,
the brief alleges that “these groups
are also responsible for and have
disseminated false rumors, which
have appeared on the press and on
the radio during the past week to
the effect that this plaintiff is being
sponsored as candidate for the Vice-

. Presidency of the United States in
association with a presidential candi-
date whose views on economic and
political matters are anathema to
this plaintiff. This candidate, who is
responsible for the passage of a per-
nicious anti-labor law, is a represent-
ative of 'reactionary interests.”

As LABOR ACTION has previous-
Iy reported, a press agent was hired,
allegedly by the Addes - Stalinist
forces, to promote Reuther on a Taft .

in this plaintiff, the

Drew Pearson news broadeast. LA-
BOR ACTION has a copy of a press
release sent out by P. H. Morris &
Associates, at 211 W. Wacker Dr.,
Room 1120, which proposes a Na-
tional Unity Ticket of Taft and Reu-
ther. It is clearly a framed piece of
shady business. (A report has been
brought to our attention that Morris
& Associates are employed by a Mr.
Campbell, a District 50 UMW attor-

ney, presumably collaborating with
the Addes-Thomas group.)
Similarly, we have at hand several
leaflets issued by the Addes-Thomas-
Leonard caucus which refer to the
Drew Pearson broadcast and pretend
to make much-of the fact that Reu-
ther yelled “liar”. but that Taft said
nothing. The leaflet very “cleverly”

says that the writers do not know if

the report is true (though the report
is alleged to have started with the

writers of the leaflet), but goes on to
“demonstrate” why there is reason to
believe that Reuther and Taft could
get together. UAW militants, of
course, bought none ®f this, and the
whole thing smacked so palpably of
frameup that it worked against its
inventors.

Whatever happens in the court, the
charges are certain to be aired at
the convention and a verdict ren-
dered there. '

Local 86 Vote a Warning

By FAY NELSON and
SIDNEY CARTER

AKRON, Ohio, Oct. 20. — Walter
Turek, President, and O. D. Donella,
Chairman of the negotiating commit-
tee of Local 86 UAW-CIO, running as
representatives of the Reuther Cau-
cus, were defeated in this recent
election for delegates to the UAW
Convention. Elected were R. F.
Murphy, former President whom
Turek had defeated in the last Local
election, and John B. Drillion.
Murphy and Drillion ran on the slate
of the right wing Caucus. This right
wing caucus is backed in a round-
about fashion by Richard Reisinger,
Director of Region 2 and member of
the Thomas-Addes-Communist Party
group in the International. He sup-
ports it through the active participa-
tion of one of his International Rep-
resentatives, William Fowler.

Fowler, former Vice-President of
Local 856 and allegedly a Stalinist
fellow-traveler, is the leading figure
in the right wing caucus. This same
Fowler was active at the beginning
of the war in an abortive frame-up
against another officer of the Local; a
frame-up which many of the partici-
pants have since admitted was worked
in collaboration with the FBI in their
drive to put all union militants whe
weren’'t super-patriots of the Fowler-
Communist Party type into the armed
forces,

Fowler, while playing a leading
role in the right wing caucus, has
not organized them officially around
the program of the Thomas-Addes-
Stalinist bloc. His main concern, like
all petty bureaucrats, is to insure

support of Reisinger as Director of
Region 2 and thereby to insure his
own job. Indicative of this is his
campaigning around the union hall
on election day, according to reports
from several members of the local,
by telling people that if Turek and
Donnella were elected he would lose
his job. Consequently, while Murphy
and Drillon are undoubtedly pledged
to support Reisinger, they publicly
deny that they are pledged to sup-
port "R. J. Thomas.

REUTHER CAUCUS PROGRAM

It is interesting to note that the
only thing in the program of the
Reuther Caucus, as listed on their
slate, which caused a ripple in the
ranks of that caucus was the sen-
tence, “Against Communism and Fas-
cism and all forms of Totalitarianism.”
This sentence, copied word for word
from the  national leaflet of the
Reuther Caucus, in no way dis-
tinguishes itself from the usual for-
mulation of red-baiters. It identifies
communism with Stalinism, an iden-
tification deliberately fostered in the
minds of the workers by the boss
press. And then, in addition to iden-
tifying communism and Stalinism, it
identifies them both with fascism and
so confuses workers on these vital
issues as to hamper the workers’
fight against both fascism and Stal-
inism. 3

Stalinism in America masquerades
under the title of the Communist
Party, The Communist Party has
nothing in common with communism,
Russia has nothing in common with
communism. There is more commun-
ism in the little finger of the average

steward in the UAW than there is in
the whple of the Communist Party
and Russia, The Communist Party

acts in the UAW, as in all unions,

according to what will best serve the
totalitarian interests of Russia.

For example: When Stalin and
Hitler were partners they were shout-
ing inside the UAW and all other
unions that this was an imperialist
‘war. When Hitler attacked Stalin,
they suddenly flip-flopped and began
to shout that this was a war for
democracy and a war against fascism.
The Communist Party was then ac-
tively for speed-up in the shops and
against any and all strikes, no matter
how justified. All this because it was
in the interests-of Russian imperial-
ism, with absolutely no regard for
the welfare of the American workers.

To identify this sort of anti-work-
ing class party with communism,
whose whole purpose is to raise the
workers from privation and want to
position of plenty, security and com-
fort, is a crime which represents a
real danger in the Reuther Caucus.

By Leon Trotsky:

Living Thoughts of Karl
Marx ....................$1.50
Stalin (a biography).... 5.00

Cash with orders—We pay postage
Send for our complete list!

LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE

4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.

Movie Probing Bigots Would

Ovutlaw Freedom of Thought

By CARL DAVIS

The House Un-American Activities
Committee, headed by Chairman J.
Parnell Thomas, reactionary Republi-
can from New Jersey, and vulgar
publicity hound, is in the midst of
its current investigation of “commu-
nist infiltration” in the movie indus-
try. In the tradition set down by its
former chairmen, Martin Dies and
John Rankin, these new hearings are
a vicious attack on ordinary demo-
cratic procedures.

The hearings are widely publicized.
Special effects are produced by news-
reels and a large coverage by the
press. Chairman Thomas runs the
hearings in the manner of a lodge
potentate. Witnesses are called up
with advance publicity and prepared
comments and charges. These “wit-
nesses” are permitted fo make any
statement that comes into their heads
- without cress-examination. The peo-
ple accused have mno right to chal-
lenge the statements made by wit-
nesses. Thus the smear tactics of the
House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee continues as one of the most
ludicrous, and at the same time, one
of the most dangerous manifestations
of the reactionary wave in this coun-
try.

As readers of LABOR ACTION
know, we hold no brief whatever for
the Stalinists. We regard them as the
“syphilis of the labor movement”;
Stalin’s American representatives are
only capable of doing harm {io the
working class.

Nor is there any doubt in our
minds that Hans Eisler, John Howard
Lawson, Dongld Ogden Stewart and
others are Stalinists or Stalinist fel-
low travelers. It does not matter
whether they actually hold party
cards; it does matter that they rep-
resent Stalinist ideology which is, in
its essence, anti-socialist and coun-
ter-revolutionary. But saying that in

- no way justifies the vicious, irrespon-
sible witchhunt in Washington.

WOULD OUTLAW FREEDOM

The aim of the hearings is to out-
law freedom of thought and to cre-
ate a censorship which, while it may
begin against the Communist Party
would spread like a prairie fire
against the entire labor movement
and genuine socialists. The whole at-
mosphere under Thomas' guidance
reeks of reaction. Every progressive
thought and act is denounced by the
method pursued in the hearings.

Recall the list of witnesses:

Adolphe Menjou, the Hollywood
clothes horse passing himself off as
an “expert” in Marxism and “Stalin-
_ism,” to which he has devoted twenty
vears sfudy! His testimony confirmed
that, beneath an assumed democratic
coloration, was a good Iayer of totali-
tarian thought, as revealed in his
statement that Texas would take care
of all communists by shooting them
before they could get started. One
must understand that Menjou, like
his co-witnesses and the House Com-
mittee, in referring to the ‘“commu-
nists,” have in mind not Stalinism as
a distinetive anti-socialist movement,
but revolutionary socialism which
they falsely attribute to Stalinism.

Handsome Robert Taylor caused a
sensation by his presence, not for
anything he said, but by his “beauty”
which provoked sighs in many a lady.
He affirmed, too, that he believed
there were many “communists” in
Hollywood. But he couldn't really
name them; he really didn't know.
But thought there were-such by thejr
demeanor.

Ginger Rogers' mother, Adele, who
believes herself a “political person”
gave some wild and hysterical testi-
mony of the “under the bed” variety,
even denouncing a play as “commu-
nistic” though she had never seen or
read it.

And then, in a different and more
sober. vein, came three Hollywood
trade unionists, Robert Montgomery,
Ronald Reagan and George Murphy,
Screen Actors’ Guild leaders, who in-
sisted that the union is net commu-
nistic, but that there is a well-organ-
ized minority that could be termed
“communist.” Their testimony was
clearly at cross-purposes with the de-
sires of the Committee. .

Then, of course, came Oliver Carl-
son, fermer CPer, Trotskyist, etc.,
and now contributor to the New
Leader, who presented some testi-
mony, the importance of which no-
body has yet made out. We doubt that
Carlson himself has discovered any-
thing startling in what he related to
the Committee.

REVEALS IMMORALITY

One thing the hearings did bring
out: the utter immorality of the in-
dustry and its politics. This was re-
vealed ‘'in the discussion on whether
Hollywood produced pro-Russian pic-
tures. Two were cited and made up
the discussion. One was that vicious,
lying picture called “Mission to Mos-
cow,” based on Ambassador Davies’
fantasy on Russia and Stalin, which
served as an apology for the Moscow
Trials. The book revealed that Da-
vies, in his great ignorance, was
played the dupe.

Hollywood made a dreadful and
dreary movie of the book and ‘it

‘served to justify the pact with Hit-

ler and the Moscow Trials, Why did
Hollywood film the book? According
to Jack Warner, who aparently put
ideas and movies on lend-lease, it
was to prevent Stalin’s surrender to
Hitler in the tough days preceding

L

Stalingrad. Did he know it was a lie
from beginning to end? Yes, but he
did it to help along the war effort!

So, it becomes clear in the hear-
ings, that much that was done in
those days was because of the war
effort and the necessity of tightiening
up the home front behind the rotten
imperialist war.

It is only because of the present
international political situation that
the hearings take the form that they
do. And what they reveal is that
Hollywood, directly or indirectly,
consciously or unconsciously, con-
forms to the larger needs of Ameri-
can imperialism, as expressed in the
changing and developing policies of
the State Department.

This is oné aspect of the casé. An-
other is the utterly reactionary pol-
icy of the investigators who are
searching out “un-American ideas” in
movies. By that they mean any movie
which may denounce anti-Semitism,
scabbing, profiteering, Jim Crow, or
advocates such things as government
housing, public power developments,
ete. :

COUNTER-CAMPAIGN

But the hearings are getting out of
hand. The producers who approached
the hearings with mixed feelings,
thinking they could go along with
the House Committee, are fearful of
the trend: complete censorship of the
movies'and control, directly and in-
directly. They have now replied to
Thomas through their special coun-
sel, Paul V. McNutt, who has de-
nounced the hearings and the meth-

ods employed.

Various groups of film stars have
alse organized a counter-campaign
against the hearings, deploring the
methods and warning of the danger
not only to the freedom of thought,
but to art -and culture in general.
There is a question of civil liberties
involved in an important and deci-
sive way. For what is meeting in
Washington is a Kangaroo court.

As a method of fighting Stalinism,
the Washington hearings are ridicu-
lous. In the general hysteria, it pro-
vides sympathy for them among
large circles of the population. It is
difficult for the erstwhile bed-fellows
of the Stalinists now to open up an
attack on them. Those people who
hailed the Davies’ book and made a
motion picture of it, those who sup-
pressed Trotsky’s biography of Stalin
during the long years of the war and
refused to print Barmine's story of
his break with Stalinism, can hardly
be expected to conduct an effective
struggle against Stalinism,

The way to defeat Stalinism is by
a superior set of ideas and program,
by a greater and more effective
struggle on behalf of the working
class and the people at large. And
this can be done best‘only by the
revolutionary socialists. If anything,
the hearings in Washington prove
that.

It would be a mistake to underes-
timate the evil of the hearings in
Washington or to ecall it “absurd”
and a circus, It is a circus; but it is
a very dangerous one. =

Stalinists in CIO
Council Get Vote
1o Back Jefferies

By HERMAN BENSON
DETROIT—They did it!'—the miser-
able political bankrupts and reac-
tionary Stalinists who, sad to relate,
control the Wayne County Council
and PAC of the CIO (Detroit). At
the last meeting of the Counecil,
without warning to the delegates,
and after carefully packing the meet-
ing with close followers of the Com-
munist Party, the Council i ﬁfﬁcials
introduced a motion TO SUPPORT
JEFFRIES IN THE NOVEMBER
ELECTIONS against Van Antwerp.
This motion was passed by a vote of
about 60-30. 1

It was a “slander,” said these flip-
flop fakers, when LABOR ACTION
and the members of the Workers
Party accused them of giving passive
support to Jeffries in the recent pri-
mary elections. But now, Nat Gan-
ley, National Committee member of
the CP, explains in detail to his sup-
porters in the Council who listened
in stunned silence, how natural and
clever it is to support the lesser evil,
Jeffries.

But the endorsement of Jeffries is
not an “unqualified” one. Oh, no!
How could it be? Jeffries has pub-
licly denounced unions as {‘dictatori-
al”; his police shot scores of Ne-
groes during the 1943 riots; he be-
lieves in racial segregation and Jim
Crow and says so publicly. He closes
his eyes to the housing emergency.
No, let's face it; this man is not per-
fect. Fascist and union-baiting ele-
ments have always rallied to his sup-
port. Facts are facts. We must pun-
ish him for this record; we will sup-
port him but not unqualifiedly.

But why support him at all? Well,
you see—the pitiful, belly-crawling
officials and the disorganizing Stalin-
ists tell us—his opponent has an
anti-labof record. Now that is true,
we grant it. But hasn't Jeffries the
same kind of record?

Yes and no, they tell us. In the
last two years, says Yale Stuart, Sta-
linist chieftain, Jeffries has had a
change of heart. He hasn't been ter-
ribly, terribly anti-labor. '

We are therefore faced with this
choice: shall we support Van Ant-
werp, who is very, very anti-labor?
Or shall we support Jeffries, who is
anti-labor, but net so very, very?
The answer is simple. The lesser evil
is the man who is only anti-labor.

After all, Jeffries’ police have not
shot and killed any Negroes..:late-
ly. His police haven’t sent any pick-

ets to the hospital...lately. He hasn't.

come out openly for racial segrega-
tion...lately. Of course, it is true
that he did protect scabs in the ga-
rage strike and the telephone strike.
The police did club Peter Upper,
vice-president of Local 212 and chain
him to his, hospital bed. The police
have beaten Negroes recently who
protested discrimination in bars. But
let us be realists. The habits devel-
oped over years and years are not
so easily broken, even by a mayor
who has had a “change of heart.”

This is the latest and most abject
degradation of official CIO political
policy. The policy of  support to
“friends of labor,” of lesser evils, has
its natural and inevitable result.
Support Jim Crow, anti-labor, sirike-
breaking politicians, if only they are
“lesser evils.” Does this sound ex-
treme? It is not. Aren’t the highest
of the high among the labor official-
dom preparing to support Truman in
48 as a “lesser evil”? And isn’t Tru-
man the breaker of the mine strikes
and the railroad strikes?

And we haven't seen to what
depths they can take us. This going
from bad to worse.will continue un-
til a new political policy is adopted
by the labor movement.
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