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AN EDITORIAL

No Law Can
Make Labor

Give Up Rights!

No law can. muke labor qufe up its rlghh'
That is, no law can do this if Iabnr refuses to yield those rights. ¥

Hsstory is rich with proof. From ancient times to modern times, the
cppreségd tHe hounded and the persecuted have defied their masters’ and
erected milestones of progress in their struggle.

It is hot so long ago that government by injunction was a commonp}ace
and the yellow- dog contract a.frequent device in “labor-management” rela-
tions,

But the labor movement did not submit. Even 'Samuel Gompers, who pre-
ceded William Green as president of the AFL and who was as conservative,
to puit it mildly, as any man who ever held a union post, repeated over and
over that the labor movemenf could not and would not tolerate government
by injunction. '

In faet; Gompers, for all that his whole misleading philosophy was

based on advocating friendship between capital and labor, himself" defied

an injunetion in 1912, and inspired a motion at the 1919 AFL convention
declaring it to be the position of that organization never to submit to an
injunection. ' y

Of others, of such giants of the labor movement as Eugene V, Debs,

. there is no need to speak, Militantly and with a genuine understanding of

the opposition of interest between labor and capital, they spat defiance -at
injunction rule, resisted Pinkertons, spies and goons. /

Compared to the strength of labor's organized millions today, the labor
movement was in its infancy in Debs' day, and even in the last days of Gomp-
ers' lecderliﬂp. Yet, in hard struggle, it forged ahead, built its unions, won
its rights often with the heavy loss of lives. There were defeats along the
"statesmen" as
Gompers. o N

Out of its-siruggle came enactmcnt Sof the Norris-LaGuardia Act bar-
ring the use of injunctions, and other achievements, some legislatively vec-

ognized, ‘others ‘recognized by the simple fact of whion power, 'Out of it
came a higher standard of living!

A DECLARATION OF LABOR'S INDEPENDENCE

Now, with enactment of the Taft-Hartley Labor Relations Act, we are
faced \nth a kind of government by injunction. The provisions of this hate-
ful law are fully known to the workers of the United States And the
workers of the United States want to fight it!

The fight involves many forms and types of action. Above all, however,
it depends jupon an. attitude, an attitude concretized day to day in actions
that we last week summed up as a DECLARATION OF LABOR'S INDEPEN-
DENCE. | .

Hence the extreme importance of the ranks taking an effective. and
leading part in the fight. Almost the first word to come from the leadeis
of the two big union organizations, the AFL and CIO, was to reject various
appeals for a nationwide protest walk-out and to assert that the fight
would be waged primarily in the courts.

Now, there is nothing wrong with court action, properly undorshed and
used. Murray and Green are correct in directing union lawyers to seek eyery
possible angle in the law to hamstring its operation. But, accompanied as it
is, with a statement repudiating more militant forms of action, it can prove
to be dangerously misleading and disorienting. | -

"We believe that a 24-hour general protest strike, while it properly

" ghould have been called BEFORE passage of the bill for real effectiveness,

can still serve as a meamngiul political demonstration, volatilizing the
offensive possibilities of the labor movement.

However, that is not the important point. If they thought a general prohs!
strike unwise now, but of possible use later, then they should have said so.

If they thought it better to' wait with such action until the labor movement,

was faced with the penalty of the law in some important instance, as in an
Injunction against the miners, they should have said so.

The unfortunate fact is that they abhor such types of action. They are
competent men in their own way. They krnow how to get the best out of a
contract. And all that. But they dé not believe in loosing thé militaney of
the labor moyement on a seale_ that they might find it difficult to eontrol.

CENTRAL PLANKS IN A'FIGHTING PROGRAM

Yet, everything rests on making a determined stand. In our opinion,
there are two central planks in any program ta turn the boss offensive, into
a rout—and make no mistake about it: the bosses are on the offensive, on
the offensive because they think a frestrained and apathetic labor movement
will not resist.

One planll is a long ragnge program for the bualding of a Labor Party as
a political weapon in keeping with the economic pnwer of our unions.

The other plank is the formation on a national and local scale of demo-
:ruhcully delegated uftion boards of s!ruhgy in which the representatives of
‘union men and women plan common action on a. wide front of interest, from
the specific problem of crippling the anti-labor law to winning wage increases.

Not all actions have to be national in scope. If the hoards of strategy

* feel that local actions are indicated first, local actions reflecting the soli-

darity of joint councils organized with the purpose of effecting precisely
such -activities, these can be integrated in a national plan.

The point'is that the issues, whether local or. national, are too big to’

be handled by individual unions. Our real strength lies in the totality of
our organizationt That is why we say no law can make labor give up its
rights—if labor will not permit it. ¢

If we choose to stop the machines, nothing can make fhem turn. If we
choose to ignore any restrictions on our rights,’ noihiug can make them op-
erate. As one union official said: there is 'no concentration camp big' enough
to hold the labor movement. i

Labor's answer need simply be that we will not yleld any right; that,
as a matter of fact, we intend to win new and greater rights for the work-
ing class and for the people as a whole, and march forward to a BETTER
standard of living. !

And it can concretize the answer by taking such steps as give it meaning,

‘among which we prominently place the continued threat of a 24-hour work

stoppage, and union boards of strategy or councils of action—call it what
you will—to mpbilize the union movement in effective day to day action.
Even such matters as court uchon are best handled that way!

WE REPEAT: NO LAW 'CAN MAKE LABOR GIVE. UP ITS

- RIGHTS.”IT 18’ UP 'TO US TO MAKE THAT CLEAR!
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Flght on Anh—Labor Law
Will Not Be Won in Court

By DAVID COOLIDGE

The Taft-Hartley Bill “is the law™
of the land. Those who are acquaint-
ed with the history- of the labor
movement and of the struggles of the
working class to, achieve democratic
rights in “capitalist ‘society, are also
aware that this is not the first op-
presswe and crippling legislation
which has been directed at the ‘work-

/ ing class and its organizations. One

can go back to the anti-combination
acts of the British Parliament in the

first quarter of the 19th century and
the conviction of the early pioneers:

of the labor movement in this coun-
try, for “conspiring together to raise
their wages,” for their revolt against
the “sunrise to sunset” working day.

The working class was victorious
over these'and other restrictions, The
wholé history -of ‘the organized labor
movement has been a series of ever-
recurring revolts against the efforts
of the capitalist ruling class to put
labor in a straight jacket, to make la-
bor satisfied with capitalist alms.
These past victories were not won
without tremendous sacrifices, soliZ
darity ‘and'militant determination not
to submit.

The. past victories of labor were
not wdn either with a fanfare of ora-
tory or'by campaigns of postal card
writing. “to your congressman.” La-
bor won 'its past victories by resist-
ance. The ‘early anti-labor laws were
overthrown by resistance, by non-
acceptance. That was ,the way the
union 'movement was organized and
" developed. Thaf was the way it grew
and cdme to be the' numerically and
financially powerful mslttutwn it is
today.

The AFL and CIO will fight the
Taft-Hartley Bill in the courts, up to
the Supreme Court. Let them do this.
The working class, however, should
have no illusions about this kind of
fight. Even should the Supreme Court
declare the whole bill “unconstitu-
tional,” no-final victory would have
been achieved. Congress (Republican
or Democrat) will pass another bill
that is “constitutional" which will

not be basically different from™ the
present bill. The Supreme Court can
declare the present bill; or sections
of it, “unconstitutional” for reasons
which have no direct bearing on the
welfare of the working class or the
welfare of the trade unions. One of
the declared purpoges of this bill is
“to promote' the full flow of com-

merce.” The courts may decide that

this bill will not promote the *“full”
flow of commerce. In that case the
proponents of anti-labor legislation
in Congress will call expert consitu-
tional lawyers to their aid in the
framing of a bill ‘'which will satisfy

_the Supreme Court that the “full flow
.of commerce” will be promoted.

* We do not say these things to say

that it would make no difference
what the Supreme Court does about
the Taft-Hartley Bill. Such a posi-

‘tion would be mere crack -pot mnon-

ubmsky Shelves Guardnteed P

sense. For the bill to be thrown out,
or thrown out in part, by the courts
would at least mean that the unions'
and working class would not be har-
assed by this particular piece of vi-
cious legislation. Also labor would
have the opportunity to oppose the,
passage of a new bill through Con-
gress, Also, in the interim between
the throwing out of this bill and the
passage of another bill by Congress,
labor would have the opportunity to
think over the lessons of the present
and prepare more effective-actions for
the future without being bothered
with the legal restrictions of the pres-
ent bill,

These considerations are important

and we emphasize them. But they are
not decisive and cannot be. For la-
bor to place its confidence in, the
capitalist courts is identical with

(Continued on page 2)
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" This is Zero Hour for millions of tenants in America!
President Truman, despite a face-saving' statement, has signed
the "rent control" bill passed by Congress which. 'plhces"u“li'ldck"'-
jack in the hands of the landlords with which to raise rents 15
per cent. We say that Truman's statement was: face-sdving be-

rible

cause large sections of his party represenhiion in Con

ol

voted for the bill and because the Democratic Nahonul Clom-
mittee did absolutely nothing to pre\reni its passage.
Democrats and Republicans together pushed *I'I!i'ough ihis

legislative present for the landlords; a

present in no basic way

different than if they had voted an outright grant of millions of

Why Do We
Stress the
Labor Party?

7/
By EMANUEL GARRETT
We were asked, after the appear-

rance of last week’s issue of LABOR

ACTION, if we thought that there
was nothmg labor could do about the
Taft-Haytley anti-labor law outsides
of forming a Lahor Party. Our an-
swer, of course, is that there are
many things labor ¢an and should
do. These might be summed up as
refiising to submit, and mounting an

. offensive for labor's interests.

Along with the prominence we gave
the Labor Party in our last issue we
also featured other urgent and imme-
diate steps that we think are essen-

tial in fighting against the new law

and, more generally, in advancing la-
bor's interests. On the: immediate,
practical pluna we ‘stressed ‘the ‘for-

Nor do 'we pretend that thls ex-
hausts the matter. If we do not en-
ter into the minutest detail, it is be-
cause the union leadership, of neces-
sity, will be compelled to take a va-
riety of steps. On such matters as
legal action, test cases, and;so forth,
they have the know how and the will.
Our concern lies in the fact that
they will not undertake broad, Mnili-
tant aetion, and that consequently
labor’s energies may be dissipated
in long drawn-out maneuvers when
they should be consolidated in a
frontal assault,

OUR-GREATEST NEED

Where in all this is the Labor’
Party? Why do we think it the cor-
nerstone of 8 genuine | labor pro-
~gram?

Adlmtted]y, a Labor !‘d.rty is not
something that can be formed over
night. The union officialdom, by and
large,” most certainly does not favor
the formation of a Labor Party. It
is, on the contrary, deeply attached
to the political parties of our class
enemies, the capitalists, and will do
nothing to free labor from the hor-
policy of “rewarding our
friends” and “punishing our ene-
mies” by mobilizing the vote each

" fall for whichever of these enemies

they choose to support. :

No, a Labor Party will have fo
emerge from the aroused pressure of
the ranks, who refuse to be chained
any longer to the needless choice be-

tween Democrats and Republicans, .

who insist upon DECLARING THEIR
INDEPENDENCE.

Thus, a Labor Party will take

.some time to form, though we believe

that a call for such a party, issued
(Continued on page 3)

-.mation -of union bearﬂs of ﬂru!ugy. 4 rent Dr 1o kick AL OUt-

" /jointly planning action.~ .

dollars to the landlord lobby.
Nonetheless, we say that ‘the

. tenants can still stop this grqn_d

landlord steal. The first thing
we must do is ORGANIZE! ‘. -

Now, today, every apariment
house must be organized into
tenant committees! These committees
must present a united front ‘against
any landlord attempt to raise rents

YOU DON'T HAVE "TO "PAY
MORE RENT! According to ithe pro-
visions of the law ,the landlord-ean't
eviet you if you refuse to pay the
rent increase—at least not: until 'the
end of February, 1948. And in some ,
states, such as New York &nd New.
Jersey, there are laws which prévent
any eviction afterward. .

But far: more important than’ the
legal aspects is the fact that if ten-.
ants organize, pﬂrticlpate in .mass
united militant activity, they- wi!l be
able -to prevent both evictionl a.nll
raises in rents.

That means to throw picket lines
when necessary around the houses,
letting your - neighbors* know.’ that
your landlord is trying to. raise the
At rgggps
throwing  similar lines around? the!|
office of the landlord or real estaté
agency or bank which owns ;voxir
hoyse. It means "also uniting ‘on.a
block-wide basis to prevent rent
raises’ or evictions,:

In Detroit, sections of’ thcﬂ’Unlted
Automobile ; Wotkers, - CIOQ, - have
pledged themselves to prevent evic- -
tions and to call in, if necessary, their
famous flying squadrons to seé fo' it
that nobody gets Kicked out of his
home. . That’s . something - tn think
about and copy.:

It means getting the tlade unlans
of your locality into action'to sup-

port their members- who make-up
the bulk of fenants.

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ACT_I_ON! ;
Remember, you don’t have . to sign a
lease to raise your rent. The landlord
will try to tell you that if you-don't
sign a lgase. now, your rent. »W,ﬂl be
raised even more outrhgeougly in
February, 1948, or you will be kicked
out altogether at that time That's
bluff. If thousands of tenants organ-
ize in each city, the landlords will,
not be able to evict people even if
there js mno Jlonger any’ rent control
legmlatzon Mass action ‘ean do it

Don't give your landlord a present;
he's getting rich enough as is, """

And just one more word: remem-
ber who is responsible for puttlng us
in this squeeze. Remember that it Is
the same legislative scoundrels whe
passed the Tafi-Hartley Anti-Labor
Act—the Democratic and -Republican
capitalist parties. .Don't you ‘think
their records—both parties, and both
the conservatives and “liberals”—are
enough to ccmvinee labor’ that ' it
needs a party of iis own to put an
end on the political front o ‘these
outrages and attacks on’ the ﬁbrkers’
standard of living? =~ _ -
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Four-l’omi Resolution Passes Buck on Labor Polital Action to Top AFL Leaders

LEVELAND — The International
adies Garment Workers Union con-
vention is over.. The threat to the
garment workers' union and the

‘whole labor movement is not over,

and the ILG delegates went home
poorly armed to fight the Dbattles
ahead. i

Even ‘as the vote in the Senate on
the Taft Slave Labor Act was being
announced, . the convention decided
that, ‘while a new party was desira-
ble, it was not yét timely. With that,
they passed the buck to the heads ol
the AFL, who are to be entrusted
with the political destiny of the, gar-
ment workers.

Specifically, the political resolution
contained four points.

First, President Green of the AFL
was called on to convene an emer-
gency conference of all AFL interna-

tional union p1e51dents to’
groundwork for
action in 1848."

. Secondly, the ‘cdnference is urged
to attempt cooperation with all other
liberal and labor groups.

Thirdly, the conferance is urged to
launch an educational campaign
among workers to show the need for

‘lay the
effective political

' political action.

Lastly, the AFL premdents are
urged to "la)_r the groundwork” for
independent candidates and orgahi-
zations for 1948 where no acceptable
Republicans or Democrats are avail-
able. i

Urging this program on the tiop

leadership of the AFL amounts to ,
putting theseideas, good and bad, in

a . permanent pigeon-hole. It is to be
remembered that these men include
Hutcheson of the Carpenters, a Re-

. The
tion was again referred to the execu-

publican Party wheelhorse; Tobin of
the Teamsters, a long-time Demo-
cratic hack; John L. Lewis, w‘ho sup-
ported Willkie, and Bill Gtreen him-
self, who last year supported:the no-
torious Hz:rtley of New Jersey.

BUILB A FIRE

Undoubtedly this ILG - 1esoluhon is
more advanced than. the . pelitical
thinking of most of the A’FL, espe-
cially on such points as cooperation
with other labor grotps (the- CIO)
and . on independent candidates and
organizations. The job now for all'
far-sighted AFL militants is to build
such a fire under the leaders that
action will be taken along these lines.

Other aspects of the closing week
of the convention were disappointing.
guarantekd ‘annual wage ques-

0 \

i

tive board “for study," that ls, it was
shelved.. Dubinsky's plans to. sustain
the purchasing power of the people
and thus keep up saggmg emplpy-
ment in the garment mdustr.' was a
program of price controls ‘thatican’t
be realized .without political power.
A resolution against the dangerous
red-baiting ecampaign in. the ‘labor
movement today was voted"'tlowxi* :

And—oh, yes—the ILG has ‘char-
ters to operate six FM radio’ stathns.
The union has underwritten “the
manufacture of 25000 FM receiving
sets for its members at a .cost of one
million dollars. It is t6'be hoped’ ‘that -
the news received ‘over ‘thése 'sets
when they are delivered will be more
cheerful than the. labor situation to-
day. It is clear that this:will depend
on the activity of the rank and ﬂle

not on'the Dubms}cys ; )
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‘(Continued from page 1)

placing our confidence in the wveto
of a capitalist president, or the votes
of “pro-labor” congressmen. That is
what we want to emphasize: that la-
bor cannot achieve a victory over the
" anti-labor machinations of the politi-
“cal representatives of capitalism by
reliance on the good will of the capi-
talist courtsy,a capitalist presideht or
a capitalist Congréss. Such reliance
and confidence are only a treadmill,
which will sap the-strength of ilabor
‘and get the working class nowhere.

The reactions to the passage of the
-Taft-Hartley Bill are very, very in-
.. teresting. President Truman will. do
everything in his power to make it
. -work. The New York Times hopes
“that union labor will find in it much
that is useful and advantageous.” The
Times also hopes that Congress will
“act promptly to correct any unfair-
néss and abuses.” The NAM also Has
n‘?g'ae " This great bulwark of de-
qeracy, good will and brotherhood
“calls upon management to take the
initigtive  in pmonstratmg . sin-
centy and good will.” Management
“must seek no unintended advantage
-from technicalities in the new law.”
Lét us forget “the name- -calling and
“the bltterness,” says the NAM

It is all very simple, “Befme the
'I‘a&'ft ~Hartley Bill was passed,” say

‘the ' capitalists and their political -

" henchmen,  “we were eneiies, but
»igince’ Congress ‘has carried out the
cléar mandate of the American peo-
ple, éxpréssed at the last election’
(NAM) we. can now be friends.” Let
lovingkindness prevail and “labor-
managernent" harmony reign
thrﬁughout the land. “ft is the demo-
cratic way."”

¢ Fhis  is the way these scoundrels
‘want labor to view" their latest as-
sqnit on - our, democratic rights.. The
.-Hearst; press: had the brazenness to
call the bill the “labor reform bill.”
All of them are trying to.tell us that
this; capitalist assault on the working
class i_s-so_mgthing..that will do good
for labor. No worker should be fooled,
‘“‘t, one. We. cannot submit to this

bill, We cannot afford to listen to
the siren voice of any capitalist or
capifalist politician- who' tells us that
he is a friend of labor but that a “few
labor leaders” have brought all this
on themselves. The Taft-Hartley Bill
is not an attack on labor leaders, pri-
marily, but on the whole organized
labor movement and thé whole work-
ing class. -

They tried this trick in 1943 whén

the miners were on strike. ‘They
were not against the miners and the
union but: only against Lewis, who,
they said, was misleading labor. The
Workers Party pointed ~out then in
LABOR ACTION that this was a lie;
ﬁley weré after the union. The same
“holds today. They are after Green,
Murray, Lewis and others only to the
extent that the Ilabor bureaucracy

reptesents labor and the. working~

clasé. The labor bureaucracy would ,
be nothing, withoyt the pnillions of
workers who are organized in the

- unions.

~ The Worfiers Party holds. that the
Taft-Hartley Bill is an astault by the
whole -capitalist class onthe work-
ing class as a whole. It is an assault
on our ecomomic standards, oh' ou
democratic rights and an attempt to
| head off the independent political or-
ganization of. the ‘working -class. We
defend the whole labor movement
against this assault by the main en-
emy of the working class, the capi-
talist ruling class. We say that we
defend the whole labor movement
against any and all aggression of the
capitalist ruling class. We defend the
WHOLE labor movement against the
depredations of - the capitalists and
their government, We defend Mur-
ray, Green, Lewis and Co., as part
of the labor movement, against the
capitalist plundererstand their politi-
cal yes-meén, We want none of their
“friendship,” none of their solicitude,
none of their “reform.”

" Doés_this mean that we have noth;
ing to,siy against Murray, Green,
Lewis and Co.? Not at all. We have
pl\enty to say, harsh things to say.
But we say them from inside the
Tabor. moveéement and as an' integral

5]! readers of LA.BOR. ABTIBN are l'mltéﬁ to attend meeﬂnkm class lec-
Jﬂl‘cq and, soclnlﬁ slronsnred by loeal branches of the’ WORKERS PARTY.

Nisit olir headqua‘rtexs listed below to purchaseé Murxist literature, the NIZW
INPERNATIONAL aud LABOR ACTION;, For information of WORKERS
PARTY,  Hetivitles 1 citlex ‘hot listéd below, writé té W ORKIERS PARTY,
# Court: Square, Long Island: City 1, N, Y. L i -

AKRON . 1. to 7 p.m, Wednesday and Thurs-
LWrite to Box 22 . day until 10:30% p. m. Telephone:

AT TIN -k CHelsea 2-9681,
BALTIMORE BRONX BRANCH: Thursday, 8:15

21 West Preston St.

Socialist Yuuth,heague meets every
Friday: at -8 'p. m.
~ Publie, forums every second Friday
of e&ch month,

BUFFALO _
h3.} Main St., 2nd floor, n
Offi¢e haurs: 11 a. m.-2 p. m., Mon-

‘day’ through Iriday. Open. megtings
o every Saturday, noon-2 p. m, Open
_house Friday nights at 8. Education-

a‘ls. Refreshments.

CHICAGO N
1501 W. Madison Ave., 2Znd floor,
“liChicago 7./ Telephone: CHEsapeake
. BT798. '
410ffice hours; 3-5:30. p., m. daily.

Tuest‘la.\ and Wednesday L\'emm,s

GLEVELAND
Worlkers Party meets gVery Sunday
At 8 p. m.
Socialist Youth League meets every

Friday at 8 p. m.

‘i Write to: Bernard Douglas,, P, O.
Box 1190. Cleveland 3, Ohio.
DE‘J,'ROI'I‘

6341 Gratiot, Room 1I] Telephone:

PL&.Aa 5559,

'LOS ANGELES

.3314. So. Grand, Los Angeles 7, Cal.

Telepho‘m‘ Richmond 7-%230 (if no

L nua\ver ‘plone “AX 2 -9067).

COffies hours: 2 to § p: mi, daily.

LOUISVILLE
. “Write to Robert Durant, Bux 1181;
) M.uiavﬂ‘le._ Ky.
.»zmwmm_c
2483 Market St,
~ Office hours: Tuesday—3 to 6 p. m.;
\Vednesda.y—ld to 3 p. m.; Sal.u1da.y—-
2td 4 p. m.
TTRORUMS every Friday at 8:30/ p m.
“CLASS—History of American Labor
‘\1ovemel]t—Ta(,k Webb,. instructol.
Every Friday at 9 p.n. Start July 11,
Labor Action Hall. Adm.: 10 cents,
' ERNEST RICE McKINNEY will
.spuak on FIGHT LYNCH LAW. Sun-
day, July 20, at Graham Auditorium,
190 Belmont Ave., Newark. Adm: 2Zjc.

NEW YORK CITY
CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
3rd floor. Open every day from 10

p. m., at Wilkins Hall, 1§30 Wilkins

Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM BRANCH: Wednesday,
8:15 p.n., at the Workers Party head-
quarters, 2143 Seventh Ave. (near
126th. 5t.) Room 16.

CENTRAL BRANCH:
§:15 p. m., at-the City |
West 14th St. ‘

CHELSEA BRANCH: Thursday, 8:15
p. m., at the City Center, 114 West
14th St.

lNDUSTRIAL BRANCH: "I‘hursda.v.
8:15 p. v at the City Center, 114
West I'_!lth St.

B'KLYN - DOWNTOWN BRANCH:
Thursday, 8:15 p. m., at the Workers
Party headquarters, 276 I‘ulton st
Brooklyn, 2nd floor.

B'KLYN- BROWNE:V!LLE BRAINLH
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m., at the De Luxe
Palace, 538 Howard i\rc (near Pitkin
Avel).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Fri-
day, 8:15 p.m., at the Workers Party
headguarters, 276 TFulton St, Brook-
lyn, 2nd floor.

PHILADELPHIA -
1139 West Gerard Ave., 3rd floor.
Wieetilms Wednesdays at 8 p. m.
Forums every Friday, 8:15 p. m.
July 11: The Future of PAC,

READING
Write to P. O. Box 1671,

ST. LOUIS |
Write to: Douglas Bridge, 6517 Cor-

bitt Ave.,, University City 14, Mo,

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
Write to: Labor Action, 466 Tenth

St., Room 206. Oakland 7, Calif. '

SEATTLE -

Write to: P. 0. Box 29, University
Post Office,

Wednézday,
Center,

rd Y

. Read and Subscribe to

~ LABOR ACTION
and -

- THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

-

v 4

NBIME 1 iscnisidonnsinsssisasessasionsins

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO

WLABOR ACTION
4 Couri' Square, Loilg Island City 1, N. . )

Please enter my subscmpt]on to.LABOR ACTION as fo!lows:
[ 6 month subseription (26 issues) for 50c.
[J 1 year subscription (52 issues), together with pamphlet
“Plenty For All,” to be mailed to me, for $1.00.

(Please prmt)

; Address P SBE P, PP SRR NN E Sy UL OO RUNE LU LR S

City enesmssessssssensemssssesnessssssnZOMCersecsss SUUECrrrrrrereerssssses

B T T P TP PP T TP

_.graceful and scandalous.
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part of the working class, We do not
say them from the congressional trib-
uné, the directors’ room, the capital-
ist publishers sanctum, nor from any
other\place within the ranks of the
enemy.

" The conduct of the labm Ieadersh;p
during the passage of the Hart-Hart-
ley Bill through Congress was dis-
They did
not fight. They did not rally labor.
They did not eall on the.working
class to defeat the bill; they icalled
on Truman. They do not deserve the
confidence of labor, they do _not de-

-serve .the leadership of the labor.

movement, In the most dangerous cri-
sis confronting the -werking class
since the war, they failed, and failed
abjectly and cowardly. Instead of
putting all their faith in the might

of the working class and calling on:

organized labor.to fight,» and fight
together, they
They held labor enchained while the
capitalist ruling class was attacking
unchallenged om every front.

This is, what we have against the’

labor bureaucracy. This is what all
the ranks' .of labor. should .have
against them. We emphasize again,
however, it is for the workers them-
selves to correct this. It is for labor
to correct this failure of the leader-
ship within the labor movément,
without any aid from the capitalist
ruling class, without listening to the
advice of the  capitalist ruling class.

There is only one way for labor to
begin correcting the real “abuses” in
the trade unions. /We mean the
“abuses’ which are the ineptitude,
the inertia, the peaceful collaboration
between ruler and ruled which the
trade union bureaucracy advocates.
The only way is for the trade unions
to insist on.a new program for the
unions, for labor, for the workink’
class. A new leadership without a

relied on Truman.*

’

upreme Court - -

new program, is the same leadership.
This will become clearer when the
many problems connected” with the
Taft-Hartley Bill arise.

Now the labor bureaucrats plan 'to
fight in the courts. That is their pro-
gram. They will also attempt to
come to what agreement they can
with what they call “management”
(the capitalist ruling class). But we
ask, will' the millions of workers be
content to stand by while the lawyers'
carry on their mock battles in the
courts? Will labor be content to have
a program which calls for marking
time until the courts have pursued
their humdrum way through all the
“technicalities” of this bill? What
will labor do in the factories while
the old men are deciding whether or

" not this bill is in line with the think-
ing of 1789 or 1870? Or in line with
precedents and previous decisions?

The labor bureaucracy intends to
“fight"" politically in 1948. Into the
courts, into the elections. But what
will they fight for and who will they
fight against? They will fight for
Truthan and against Taft' or Dewey.
They will fight for Wayne Morse and
against Bricker. The NAM will not be
disturbed by this. They can get along
very well with Truman and Morse.
They did fairly well with the “social-
istic” Roosevelt and the “foreign
ideas” of Pepper.

The trade union leadership will not
ﬁght for a new militant trade union
program nor for a new miilitant work-
ing class political program. They
will not call for an independent po-
litical party of the working class.
That is, they will not do these things
unless the ranks of labor demand
them and ingist upon them. The bu-
reaucrats will bave to be pushed ihto
action, or they will go on to the end
of'time waiting for Truman, waiting
for the Supreme Court.

First of a Series on FEPC in Pennsylvania:

The Boss’s
chﬂonary

Draft Plan: -Woﬁld :
Create Permanent

Pelitical Prisoners

Asserting that the Amnesty Com-
mittee is campaigning to free politi-
cal priseners, its secretary, Albon
Man, pointed out that a permanent
class of political prisoners would be
created under the plan recently ad-
vanced by the Presideni’s Commis-
sion on Universal Training.

In a letter to Dr. Karl T. ‘Comp-
ton, chairman of the Commissiaon,
Man quoted from the section of the
Commission’s report regarding con-
scientious objectors and others who
would refuse to take part in the pro-
posed compulsory military training
program: “Granting the sincerity of
those Who take this extreme position,
they may not reasonably seek ex-

emption: from the penalty the law’

may -impose.” This statgment was,
Man said, a “‘candid recognition” of
the fact that peacetime conscription
would give rise to a regular category
of political offenders.—From Amnes-
ty Bulletin. . \

By FRANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA, June 25—Local of
the United Steel Workers, CIO, at
the Eddystone Works teday notified
the Baldwin group that a strike was
being called and will begin at 12.05
am. July 1, when the‘uld contract
expires. =

- The sirike notice was authorized
unanimously -by a mass meeting on
Saturday, June 21, attended by over
2,000 of the 10,000 workers in the
hops and offices of the local Baldwin

works. The passage ‘of the Taft-Hart- -

Iey bill did nef dull the determina-
tion of the employees to see the fight

. through: Shop Locals 1278, 2180 and

2443 and: Office Local: 2844 wént,on
record—“No contract, -na work.”

,The  strike notice eulminated . six
weoks of fruitless negot}ations be-
tween the union and the company.
The company’s principal demand and
the one which precipitated- the break-
off, was the inclusion ‘in the néw
contract of a clause providing for
large-scale recoding and demoting of
employees. Each demotion
spond to a wage cut of approximate-
ly 30 cents on hour. In addition the
company offered a general wage in-
crease of only 91 cents per.-hour, 2
cents of which was not to be effective
until January, 1948. Thus, in effect,
the company pr oposed an overall
wage cut at & time when the work-
ers desperately need an increase.to
meet the swollen prices of consumer
goods.
PROFITS HIGH

Michael Harris, regional director
of the Steel Workers, reported on
the company's financial status. De-
spite an eight-week strike, Baldwin
netted a profit of $3,700,000 last year.
In the first quarter of 1947 the profits
totaled $880,000 plus an entry of $150,-
000 into a sinking fund. Nevertheless,
Baldwin issued to each. employeé a
newsletter on April 25 which pic-
tured the employees as;taking the

Ny
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Eddystone Workers
Give Strike Notice

.

very bread dlom the mouths of the
destitute stockholders.

The course of negotiations was de-
scribed by members of. the union’s
committee, The union had advanced
demands including thosé for a 15!
cents per, hour over-all increase, lib-
eralized vacation, pension and wel-
fare plans, top seniority and pay for
stewards, a _guaranteed annual wage,
-2 minimum work week, severance
pay and a union shop. On the first '
day the company announced that it
would refuse to bargain unless the
union withdrew ten of its’ twenty-
foyr demands,  including’ the union
shop, the annual wage, top seniority
and pay for stewards. :

The company’s-counter - proposals
were: restricted | steward . activity,
-wage cuwe for the foundry workers,
elimination 'of shift differentials, abo-
lition of seniority, a wage ineréase. of
only 7% cents per hour and the over-
all recoding and downgrading. Nego-
tiating meetings averaged only four
hours per week. The company ad-
mitted that the short sessions .were
for, the purposes of stalling until, the
Taft-Hartley bill became law.

N& SKELETON OPERATION

‘The show of strength during the
strike will not be' apparent until
July 14 for the company had previ-
ously .scheduled a two-week virtual
shut-down beginning on June.: 30.
However, the union picket line will
be thrown around the planl to pre-
vent even the skeleton operations
which the management intend. to. car-
ry through, from materializing.

The spirit of the workers is high,
even though they realize it will prob-
ably be a long, hard struggle and
the personal economic situations are
precarious. However, all have had
enough experience with Baldwin pol-
icies to understand “that iwage, cuts
now, if permitted, will be repeated
and repeated until the hourly taKe
_will have returned to pre-war levels.

% \
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Negro “Leaders” Aid GOP in Killing FEPC Bill

By JACK Bgmn
PHILADELPHIA—The . State Legis-

lature at Harrisburg has adjourned,

for the summer to give its members
a ‘well earned” rest. It is just as
well that these men have gone home
for the dirty work is finished. Among
other gifts which they have handed
to the masters, the capitalists and
big industrialists of /this:state, is the
murder of FEPC.:
FEPC was killed on June 16 by a
secret vote of the Labor ‘Committee.
| This committee met. behind-. closed
, doors, each: member: -pledgéd. to sé-
crecy. Each® member -wrote his vote
on the ballot and, withiout signing
his name, folded the ballot’ and
passed it to the chairman, ‘Adam
Bower, Reépublican henchman of the
Grundy machine that runs the State
Legislature, The vote of 17-8 meant
that for the duration of this Legisla-
ture, that is for two years, FEPC can-
not come to the floor 'for a vote.
There is one.possibility only dur-
ing these two years and that is a spe-
cidl session of the Legislature, called
by Governor Duff for the special pur-

pose of enacting FEPC into law. The
Workers Party urges every type of
pressure and ‘action for such a Legis-
lature. We are certain that there is
only one means of getting a .spécial
dessien and that is mass “action—a
mass March on Harrisburg organized
under the leadership of Negro and
labor organizations.

GOVERNOR WON'T ACT

“There are those who say that Gov-
ernor., Duff is in favor of FEPC, If

that is true, then he now has a great ..

-opportunity. to. redeem the. campaign
pledge of his Republican Party and
also to. make clear his own stand.

It _is, however, very unlikely that
Gov. Duff will call a special session

for-an FEPC law, There:is very good
reason 50 believe that Duff does not
and cannot act as an individual, fe-
gardless of his private sentiments:

That is where the crimes of Penn--

sylvania’s Negro leaders come in.
That is where the editorials and ar-
ticles of the Philadelphia Tribune and
of the Pittsburgh Courier prove to
have been false and misleading. They
|

'lu.g.ed continued rehance on Gover-
nor Dufi. They wrote beautiful eu-
logies to the Republican politician
as if he were the new Messiah. Sin-
gle-handed he alone was going to
“redcem his pledge” to the Negro
people,

The ftruth, however, \:\;as told by
the Harrisburg reporter of the Pitts-
burgh Courier, who wrote: “Fair em-
ployment le'flslatlon is being side-
- tracked — through a well organized
“plan—and is no accident. And whe-
ther Governor Duff realizes it or not,
he is just as 'deeply involved as mem-
bers of the, General Assembly.”

Now that FEPC is dead and the
Legislature has adjourned, the Cou-
rier is no longer talking about Duff’s
sincerity but tells a’bit more of the
truth in its issue of June 28: “There
is no evidence that anyone among
the Republican high command was
willing. to fight for an FEPC. Gov-
ernor Duff mlght havé been less hos-
tile to this measure than several
other of the leaders, but he iwas cer-
'tainly not a champion or an. adve-
cate.”

Rellan¢e on Duff is now. proved a
dud. The reason is that Duff is a tool
of the Republican machine. He has

neither the power nor will to act on-

if he wishes to re-
main in Republica P polities, that is,
the politics of the 'steel, coal and oil
monopolists who own this state, Duft
is a cog in the wheel, a man who
takes the ordérs of the Grundy-Pew
corporation interests. /

JUDASES RESPONSIBLE

It is these interests who. organized
the defeat of FEPC. They ,did it
through. their control of the' Labor
Committee majority and its chairman,
Adam Bower, And they brought their
pressure to bear on their own tools
in the state apparatus. At the last
minute, William Upshur, Negro Re-
publican from Philadelphia’s 30th
Ward, and an original sponsor of the
FEPC bill, became frightened . that
the session would end without the
bill's passage. He then decided to iry
to discharge the bill from the Labor
Committee’s consideration, thereby

his own desires,

ob{aining a floor vote in the House. °

But before Upshur dared present his

motion to discharge the bill, he céll’ed
his boss, -Philadelphia Republican
leader David W. Harris.

- But Harris. asked Upshur not to
present his motion because “this
would put the Kepublicans *on the
spot.” William Upshur, Negro and
Republican politician, -then ' proved
- that his allegiance to the Republican -
. JParty came first by, not_ presenting
his motion.' And . -Upshur had good
.reason to. listen to Harris because
Harris had just used his influence to
get Upshur elected chairman of the
Republican 30th Ward machine. 2
This is- how the. Republican Party
operates its politics: in return for
individual favors to a Negro here or
a single Negro there it demands the
Negro's assistant in selling thé en-
tire Negro people down the river.
FEPC was killed by Republicans:
with thé ‘connivance of the Negro

.Judases whom they control.

Another article will appear .next
week on. the interests which operated
behind. the scenes to defeat FEPC.

The Four Freedoms
And Imperialism
Mr, Editor: i

The. Democratic and Republican

Parties adopt certain planks in their
platforms in cuder to catch the suck-
ers.’ ,.
/ There may be a popular plank
which is enthusiastically supported
by the people and thus becoming a
recognized principle of the party,
even though party leaders betray the
principle.

Franklin D. RU{)sevelt! on January
6, 1941, ‘in an address to CO])“‘I&SS
enunciated the principle of the Four
Freedoms. The fourth freedorh: Free-
dom from Fear, which can be trans-
lated Freedom from Alien Rule.

On ‘August 14, 1941, Franklin D.
Roosevelt ‘and Wins’mn Churchill
gave to the world the principles of
the Atlantic Charter as the policy
and aims of the United States and
Great Britain. Second article of the
Atlantic Charter:
no territorial changes that do not ac-
cord with the freely expressed wishes
of' the peoples concerned.”” Which
‘plainly means, Fleedom from Allen
Rule.”

It mattérs not whether these pro-
,nouncements were made in sincerity
or whether crooks, out of hatred for

Franklin D. Roosewelt, ate attempt- J

ing to ignore the principles in grder
to make it appear that the Four
Freedoms and the Atlantic. Charter
were given out tp catch the suckers.

It remains a fact that the vast ma-
jority of the Ameritan people believe
in and support these principles, thus
making the Four Freedoms and the
Atlantic’ Charter the trﬁe American
fore:gn policy,

© many

“They desire to see ’

All Europe is suffering from ven-
geance and 1'nc_0mpetence_ in govern-
~ment. Never in the history - of the
world, until now, has the-collabofa-
tion of defeated patriots been recog-
nized as a crime.

In Es’thoma Latvia; Lithuania,
Hungal v, Bulgaria, Albania and Ger-
innocent people -have been
«driven from their homes and their
homes given to aliens. General Mac-
Arthur has committed no such crime
against the Japanese. -

,The American government should
discharge eévery employee of the
State Department who has in any
way advocated or supported the plac-
ing of any nation under alien or for-
eign rule.

The United States as a republic is
no more justified in supporting Saxe-
Coburg - Gotha royalty in Norway,
Sweden, Servia, Rumania, Greece and
Belgium than supporting communism
in Russia or supporting Mohamme-
danism in Arabia and India.

Self-determination should be grant-
ed Slovakia, Transylvania, Slovenia,
Croatia, Macedonia, Epirus - and Kur-
distan. )

If the British government was sin-
cerely in favor of justice, and /peace,
it would withdraw its armies fro
Ireland, Greece and Greek islands,
Palestine, Egypt and India.

Patrick N. H. O'York,
Limerick, Me.
s
Our contributor is absolutely right
in demanding “Freedom from Alien.
Rule.” Where he errs, however, is in
believing that the policy he attacks is
the property only of a few individu-
als in the government and that it is
in contradiclion 1o the policies of

Freedoms” were never designed for
any other reason than to enlist the
peoples of the wosld behind an im-
perialist war. Churchill, for example,
declared that the ' Atlahtic Charter
was not meant to apply to India at
the Very 'time that the Charter was

proclaimed. And Roosevelt as subse- -

quent disclosures have proved, ‘was
simultaneously making agreements
for the imperialist division of the
world, giving certain couniries to
Stalin, and so forth. The American
government could not possibly  dis-
_charge employees guilly of enslav-
ing foreign peoples because it is the
policy of the government to do so.
That is why the war ‘was fought!-
MacArthur has no less imposed fgr-
.eign (U. 8.) rule on Japan than other
government représentatives hawve im-
posed in other lands. The Four Free-
doms were intended exactly for'-the
purpose of catching suckers. {The self-
determiration of peoples is, -in’our
opinion, a basic democratic right. It
can be achieved only by fightihg ALL
the Jimperialist | systems, Russian,
American, British, ete. For the Amer-
fcan people to make this a principle
of their government, it is necessury
that they vigorously oppose any en-
slavement of other pepples, régard-

less of the form it takes, demand that

American and dll, furelgn troops be

withdrawn from occupied ' countries,

and strive to establish such a govern-

ment as will be consistent with gen-

uine democracy, namely a workers'

socialist government! (As a final

word, there is NO communism in

Russia. That was one of the contrib-

uting reasons why American impe-

rialism was so willing to make an

‘alliance during the - war with Stalin.) |

—Editor, ’ A !

clion Take the 7

]
Roosevelt and Churchill. The “Four

"Where the Hell
Is John L.?"

~Editor:

I am writing this on the night of-
June 25 from ..., W. Va. Since they
passed the Slave Labor Bill last Mon-
day many of ‘the miners over the
United States have struck against
the -bill as we 'think that conditions
will get as bad as they were before
the’ union came when it is a God's
fact that.men worked hard from sun
up to sun down for a dollar and a half
a' day. /

Tonight the radio says that almost
all of we miners are on strike. We
are striking against that bill. "We are
fighting to saveé the union. We know:
that unless. we can show the capital-
ists and the Congressmen that-we
are stronger than they are, they will_

break the UMWA and every other I,v

union in the country.
'y

.0 o

The radio says that the FBI is in-
investigating the strike. We know
that,it is a strike against the govern-'
ment but it is one fight we have to~
fight for our rights. The miners all
know this bul what we don’t know
is where the hell John, L. Lewis is
and why he doesn’t stand up and
lead us. Doesn’t he know that un-
less we fight for our fights the union
will Be destroyed? Aren't we paying
him to lead us? . i

Some of .the District men from
Fairmont sent a lot of the miners in .
this county back to work. Some of
us think that they are strike-break-
ers and we told them so. We can't
understand why these people lead
our union and why John L. doesn't
get out like he used to. Is he getting
old or what? Maybe you could tell

us, Mr. Editor; Where the Hell is John

LI

A Miner, W, Va,
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At the NAACP

The President ig in a speaking mood these

days. Immediately after receiving his tenth col-
lege degree and delivering himself of another
speech, this time in favor of universal military
trdining to prepare for the next war, he appeared
before the 38th annual conference of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. Mr. Truman then spoke his mind on the sub-
Ject of freedom. and equality. Buf it was really

nothing to get excited about. Perhaps some South="

ern senators and representatives, and their like-

' minded colleagues south of the Smith and Wesson

line, may have found it disagreeable to see the
President of the United States appear before a
conferénce of colored people, but they had no real
need to worry.

The President’s appeérance at the N.AACP'

" was, more protocol than anything else. Certainly
he spoke about freedom and equality for “all
Americans.” Certainly he spoke about the consti-
tutional guarantees of social, ‘political and eco-
nomie rights for “all Americans.” But it doesn’t
take much thought to realize the speech was only
a formality. At a conferehce of Negro people, you
speak about democratie rights, but it doesn’t mean
you have to do anything about it. The facts of life
bear that out.

Mpr. Truman has been President for more than
two years. Within that period there has been no
end to diserimination, lynching and Jim Crow. In
this same period, the Premdent did not distinguish
himself by any known effort to put an end to these
conditions. 'As a matter of fact, he has hardly

‘taken rmtlce of them. We are certain that the feel-
ings of the Negro people will not be improved
-when they learn that Mr. Truman pledgés him-
self to defend their rights, even if he adds that
he will do this vigorously. They will learn that
uniting his party of Northern industrialists and
financiers and their Southern Jim Crow brothers
for elections is a great deal more important to
him'than the rights of the Negro people.

If the Negroes think that Taft is a better rep-
resentative of their interests, they will Tearn, if
they have not already learned it, that Taft is
more interested in preserving the prcﬁt" rights of
his capitalist masters than he is in the conditions
under which the Negroes live. During the recent
Iynching wave in the South, this leader of the
GOP was as silent as his party. But he did as
much harm, and more, to the Negro people with
his rotten anti-labor bill than the lynchers of
Greenville, S. C.

+ The fight for Negro rights, for complete eco-
nomic, politi¢al and social equality, will be won
not through the capitalist politicians and ‘their
parties, but by the Negro people in alliance with
the labor movement, with all the workers of this
land. It is only thmugh umty with. their ‘white
fellow workers, organized in their powerful un-
ions, that progress lies. That is why it was not a
little sad to note that the organizers of the
NAACP conference did not have a single out-
standing representative of the American labor
movement speak to the conference,

.China’s War

. Someone on the subway rerharked after read-
ing the front page of a newspaper: “China is cer-
tainly in a mess.” There is no doubt about it.
China is in a mess. But the Chinese people had

" nothing to do with this mess, for th&® can hardly

call the country their.own. All their hopes that a
new and better coun},ly would arise out of ten
"long years of war which they suffered yere
dashed the day the big, official war ended. For no
sooner were the Japanese removed from China,
when the /internal war "between the ‘government
of Chiang-. and the so-called Communist (read:t
Stalinist) armies broke out.

China has ever been the battleground of im-
perialism which regarded that enormous land
with its hundreds of millions: of people as a most
fruitful field of exploitation. China’s need for in-
“dependence and the econstruction of a national
economy has long been apparent. But it has also
long been apparent that this independence and
the construction of a national economy could
never come unless foreign control ‘and exploita-
tion wge ended finally and compIeEer.

But China is also a land of betrayal. It is
ruled by what is unquestionably the most corrupt
régime in the world. Chiang and his gang of
racketeers have a grip on China which is choking
it to death. Maintaining power with a ruthless
police, régime of gangsters and cut-throats, this
band of bankers, industrialists and plain black-
marketeers, milk the country and its people for
all they are worth. Even the United States is em-
barrassed by the plain hi-jacking of this régime
which it supports and finances.

But the fight of this government against the
Stalinist armies is not a fight between reaction
and progress. For the Stalinist armies represent
the brutal slavery of Stalinist Russia which would
turn China into a eruel slave labor camp distin-

guished from Siberia only by ‘its geography and

climate. The fight between Chiang and Mao is not
a struggle between a native ruling class and a
national revolutionary socialist movement seeking
a social change in the intérests of the people. No,
their fight is a specific Chinese reflection of the
imperialist struggle between the United States

v and Russia for domination of China.

And because of this imperialist stmﬂ'gle over
China, the beople-suffer dearly from homeless-
ness, hunger, Jobiessneqs and the ravages of a
cruel and internecine war. The real fight of the

Chinese people has not yet begun. That will begin -
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when the tens of millions of people rise not only
against the brutal totalitarian régime of Chiang,
but the equally totalitarian Stalinist armies from
‘ the north. If there is any sympathy of Chinese
workers and peasants for the régime from the
north it iq'only because of the foul nature of
Chiang’s régime and, because they have not yet
tasted life under Stalinism.

Hungry World

On midnight of June 30, UNRRA “ended its
. four-year program of supplying emergency aid to
countries in Europe and Asia.” No, it didn’t end
itls program because the men, woméen and ehildren
who suffered the rdavages of war no longer needed
such aid as was given them in the $3,000,000,000
spent in sevdnteen céuntries. For countless mil-
lions of people, the need is just as great as it ever
was. But a four-year program is a four-year pro-
gram! It matters not if tens of thousands are
starving and will die if relief is not immedintely
forthcoming. The International Relief Organiza-
_tion presumably is to take over the general funec-
‘tion of UNRRA. But no one really knows exactly
what it ' will do and what its functions will really
bé, or when it will begin its operations.
A more solid substitute for UNRRA is sup-
posed to be the new Marshall plan, to assist in
‘»the economic reconstruction of the war-devastated
countries. But this plan is primarily a political-
military plan and its adoption and execution de-
pends largely upon the. settling of “differences”
among ' the big powers who dominate the UN.
Weeks, and perhaps months will pass before it is
adoptecl and made practical so that aid can actu-
ally be sent to the many countries who are in need
of it. In the meantime, the people are expected to
tighten the belts around their lean bodies and
hope to last it out. !
According to UNRRA only two countries will
be able to go it alone in the post-UNRRA périod.
But this is not true for the other fifteen nations
who have been receiving assistance. Yet a glance
at the daily press will reveal that their fates de-
pend largely upon a working out of the inter-
imperialist rivalries in preparation for a new war
which nobody doubts will come.
The starvation of a large part of the world
is a product of a decaying capitalist system. If

anyone should pride himself that this ‘country is

still strong and wealthy, let him remember that

" it rests largely upon the misery and decay of the
rest of the world which ‘will drag this country’
after:it. Capitalism shows that it cannot feed its
people; it cannot create a functioning ‘economy
any longer; it has ouﬂiv_ed his usefulness.

The real future of mankind depends upon the
abolition of capitalism and its replacement with
a society based upon produetion for use, for the
needs of the people; it depends upon socialism, a
society of plenty for all!

L
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FORM LABOR VET GROUP.
AT AVC CONVENTIGN !

As reported in last week’s LABOR ACTION
a Labor Veterans Group was forimed at the recent
- Milwaukee convention of the AVC. Below we pub~
lish one of the statements issued by this group
during the convention.and signed by delezates
from Buffalo, Newark, Cornell, Oakland, Bruuk-
lyn, Manhattan and Phllade]phm

The first day’s sessions of our AVC conven-
tion witnessed the rise and fall of various at-
tempts to organize a mass middle-of-the-road
caucus. We all know the discontent of hosts of
delegates with the present sityation in the leader-
ship. The absence of any 1&3
gram has reduced the fight to what seems tobe a
fight over pcrbonalntres

We of the Lahor Veterans 'Group have come to-
gether to fight not over persenalities but for a mili-
tant program of action thaf orients toward the

Iqhor movement. We believe that this is what .

should occupy the convention's time.

We want to see an AVC that concentrates on
the building- of chapters in working-class and
Negro neighborhoods, that campaigns among the
progressive unions for the settmg up of labor

chapters.

We want the AVC to work closely with 1ab0r
in"all its battles—housing, - anti-diserimination,
health, teducation, veterans’” rights. We think that

~this is the key to AVC recruiting. No caucus has
introduced a program along these lines.

We propose to enter a campaign for our kind

of AVC around the following three-point pro-
gram: J

1. For a national bonus and for cash payment of
terminal leave bends.

2, For support of the hul!ding of an independent
labor party.

3. For organization of tenants' Ieugues and joint
anti-evicfion squads with other organizations to

offer mass resistance . to the coming rent gougers.

Hére the flying squads set up by the UAW last year,
when they thought rent control might end, can
sérve as an example.

We hoped to push such a militant labor pro-
gram among the independent delegates. The re-
fusal of Smollens, Straight and Co. to discuss
program and their confinding of their campaign
to the production of a dubious center slate makes
their group worthless.

Because we oppose the threat of domination

" of AVC by the totalitarian Communist Party and
because we consider the Borden caucus to be domi-
nated by that party, we propose that dll militant
labor delegates join the Independent Progwsswe
Caucus.

But we join that caucus not to abandon our
ideas but to fight for ‘them. In the panels in the
platform sub-committee we will push our own
program.

There are some delegates already in the Inde-
pendent Progressive Caucus that agree with some
aspects of our program. We hope that they will
contribute effectively to the discussion. ~

Only by pushing a militant program and by
activating ourselves in the' Independent Progressive

. Caucus can we contribute NOW to the assurance
of a democratic AYC and ULTIMATELY to a' more
militantly labor-oriented AVC.

To explain our program more fully, the/Labor

" Veterans Group has called an open meeting. We
urge all thoses interested in pushing- prineipled,
programmatic discussion at the convention to
attend.

‘Vesburces drained. As Isaacs writes:

difference in pro- -

LABOR MACTION
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NO PEACE FOR ASIA, by Harold R. Isaacs. Macmillan,

~  $3.50. 295 pp.
Reviewed by Irving Howe

To no section of the world has the second world
war brought as much turmoil and struggle in its wake
as the Far East; in no section of the world have the
formal promises of the victorious imperiallst powers
been as openly flouted as in the Far East. The tragic
story of the attempt of colonial peoples to gain their
freedom while the imperialist powers did everythmg to
destroy it has heen told in this book which is by far
the best popular study of the subject.:

Isaacs has intimate knowledge of the entire Asiatic
gituation; he has been a correspondent there, hut much
more 1mpm'tant before his term as correspondent, he
was a close student of the Asiatic nationalist and
Marxist movenients. He is the author of a first-rate
study of the betrayal of the Chinese Revolution of

1925-27 by the Stalinists, The Tragedy of the Chinese

Revolution, for which Leon Trotsky wrote a laudatory
introduction. Though this latest work is by no means
as scholarly or theoretically grounded a work as his
other book, it is still a highly dramatic popularization.
On the whole it is based on a Marxist analysis of Asi-
atic events—which is one reason for its lucidity and
impor tance—-thoug‘h there are one or two aspects of it
that require discussion.

" The first section of Isaac's book is a disheartening
account of the role of the American soldier in the Far
East. This is a record of provincialism,. of narrow in-
sularity, of American soldiers quickly adopting #he worst'
Sahib attitudes of British imperialism. American soldiers
in Asia did not understand the countries in which they
were forced to stay. From the_reserveir of American
racialism, they brought prejudice and hatred; litHe won-
der that they could: not feel the slightest sympathy for
the aspirations of the colonial people. They had been
effectively poisoned by imperialist prejudice “and Ameri-
can provincialism.

Isaacs then details what happened in Asia after
Japan collapsed. He gives a- highly dramatid account
of how imperialist power was gradually reasserted and
the colonial peoples tHrust back into the old ruts of in-
feriority and exploitation.

~He begins his account with a chapter on China, the
country he knows best. There is a murderous desc11p~
tion of ‘Chiang Kai-shek, of his incredibly corr upt ré-
gime: manipulated by American dollars. Isaacs offers a
brief but valuable summary of the development of the
nationalist movement im China, the conflict betaween
Chiang Kai-shek and the rising revolutionary move-
ment, the betrayal of Stalinism and the gragdual totali-
tarianization of the area held by the Chinese Stalinist
armies. The ugly story of the intervention of the
Americans in China—the famous Hurley mission which
helped bolster Chiang’s régime—is told in detail.

Isaacs then proceeds to describe the Korean situa-
tion. Here is a little country. which suffered indescrib-
ably under Japanese rule and which expected its free-
dom after thewar. But for some unspecified reason, it
was occupied, half by the U. S. army and the other half
by the Russian army. Between these two occupying
forces the country has been paralyzed economically and
politically; its hopes for independence quashed; and its
_ “Korea’s;' misfor-
tune is its geography. Its unhappy lot is to be_a small

country occupying a crucial corner of the cockpit of
Asia. . . , Between two such titanic forces (Russia and -

the U. S.), the Koreans—like the Chinese and eventu-
ally the Japanese—will be squeezed and driven. There
is no room in this baleful .competition for such trivial
things as the national independence or free growth of
subject peoples.”

STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM

’isaacs then turns to the most valuable séction of his
book: the story of thé mational independence move-
ments in Asia. He has a short but pithy chapter on
India in which he manages to eram into a few pages
the basic outlines of the rapacity of British rule in that
country. His analysis of British maneuvers in attempt-
ing to maintain some sort of control of India while be-
ing forced to grant it a modicum of fornmal independ-
ence, accurately angicipates thé actual development of
events.

Quite the most exciting chapter in Isaacs’ book is
that describing the Indo-chinese revolt. For nearly two
centuries the French have exploited this colony and
suppressed the intermittent nationalist revolts. They

. most  abjeet collaborators.
.opportunity for the Indo-chinese to build their own

L

have ruled through puppet kingdoms and by force of '

arms. “Long before the days of Hitler, they employed
the method of wiping out whole villages and towns in
reprisal” for native rebellion. Isaacs offers a few figures
on- the French colonial régime:

""In' 1943, the colonial qovernm,_enl- spent 30,000
piasters for libraries, 71,000 picsiers for Ilnspﬂ’cls.
748,000 piasfers for schools... and 4,473,000 piasters for
the purchase of opium distributed in the country through
the official opium nfonopely ... the French built thirty-one
hospitals in the colony and eighty-one prisons. ... . .the
manudl laborer in the colony earned an average of 50
piasters o month . . . the French concierge of the Univer-
sity of Hanoi—a slightly: glorified’ sort of f[dnitor—
‘earned 1,404 piasters per month."”

The natipnalist movement of Indo- chma has been
struggling for decades against this corrupt and brutal-
izing régime. When the Japanese took over during the
war, .the French colonial administrators were their

movement, so they set up armed detachments in the
interior which raided Japanese supply dumps to gain
ammunition. At the end of the war the Indo-chinese,
through their Viet Nam independence movement, seized
control of large sections of their country.

Then the imperialist powers got to work, The British
played. the. same role as they did in Indonesia; they
occupied the southern half of Indo-china waiting for
the French to come, in the meantime suppressing Indo-
chinese authority and refusing to deal with it. In
northern Indo-china, the Chinese occupying force did

“recognize” the Indo-chinese but turned the whole df-
fair into a profitable business foray. When the French
‘returned, both the British and Chinese withdrew; and
open warfare broke out between the French, intent on
regaining -theif former imperialist privileges and the
Indo-chinese, intent on securing their freedom. Though
the French used Japanese troops against the Ihdo-
chinese, they did not hesitate to slander the independ-
ence movement as a ‘“Japanese puppet.”

A revealing part of this chapter describes the
wretched role of the French Stalinists in Indo-china
who, by and large, “took the, same position as their
counterparts in Paris: they sided with French imperial-
ism, despite verbal flim-flam about being for “eventual
independence.” Isaacs says that the Indo-chinese Stal-

_ inists have 'become disillusioned with ,their ‘French

comrades, as well as with Moscow, and that they act
largely on their own. This is a point about which we
should like more information; it is very important if
true; but Isaacs does not fully substantiate it.

A SOURCE BOOK ON IMPERIALISM
There are other important sections in the book but

_space does not permit summary. The chapter on Indo—

mnesia is especially worth me'ntioning. On the whole the
material in this book is indispensible for any socialist.
Only a few points of criticism may be raised:

Isaaes equally exposes all varieties of 1mperlahsm

. in the Far East, U. 8., British, French, Russian. He

does not at all seem to have succumbed to the disas-

trous notion that Russian imperialism is in any way -

“better” or “more desirable” than its competitors,

Nowhere in his book is there any talk about that po-: -
litical monstrosity, “defense of |Stalinist Russia.”, But

though he is vigorously anti-imperialist in his, descrip+-
tion of the results of the war, there is a certain ambig- .
uity in his attitude toward the war itself. He-attempts
no definition of its character or of his attitude toward it

,—whether'because of his own uncertainty or because of
restrictions impesed by commercial publication I don’t’

know. In any case, this is a serious weakness, the most
serious of his book.

Also, this reader at least would ha\re liked more’
information about the internal political composition of
the nationalist movements in the Far East, as well as
a more detailed analysis of their tactical gnd strategi-
cal problems. Isaacs mentions a discussion of the théory
of “permanent revolution” with Ho Chi-Minh, Indo-
chinese nationalist leader, but does not elaborate it.
Perhaps this omission is the price one has to pay for
popularization.

Nonetheless the book deserves m,de circulation: it is
an excellent source book for socialists and>~makes
equally excellent, material with which to convince peo-
ple of the disastrous role of all varieties of imperialism
in the Far East. It should be examined by every reader
of this paper.

~

Why We Stress Labor Party -

This seemed an excellent *

(Continued from page 1)
by authoritative spokesmen, weuld
meet with instant response. Yet, for
all that we cannot mechanically cre-
ate a Labor Party, it is our principal
need. Hence we stress it constantly,

without in any way detracting from .

other immediate forms of struggle,
but, rather in supplementing these in
the fullest way.

Why? Year in and year out; day
in and day out, wé see demonstrated
the consequences of our political
weakness. Weakness because we are
not organized politieally.
made doubly apparent because there
residés in us the possibility of such
tremendous strength.

POLITICS AND ECOHOMICS‘
Imagine what tlie situation would

have been had we had a Labor Party .

speaking for the sixteen millions of
organized workers -in this country.
A Labor Party speaking through its
. demoeratically chosen representa-
tives for .the working class, and at«
tracting to it the support of the ma-
jority of people.

Would the capitalists have been so
bold in their offensive against us af
this moment? We doubt it. And if they

. had dared, we would have had an in«
strument which, together with ourn in«
complarably powerful unions, would
have sét them rocking on their heels,

How ntany times must we see it

" demonstrated that polities and eco-
nomics can no longer be separated,
if they ever could be. The govern-
ment is the poltiical arm of a class,

in this case of the capitalist class. In’

waging our political battle, we must
obvmusly have a political instru=-
mént.

Our problems are not solved qu-o-
matically. by the formation of a Labor
Party. Not by a léng shot. A party
must have a program.-A Labor Party
with such a program as that of the

Weakneds

. bor's side if

British Labor Party would be fur from
adequate to our needs. If would be
necessary to strive incessantly to in-
fuse the program of the Labor Party
with a socialist, a revolutionary con-
tent designed to oust the capitalists,
aimed at the establishment of a Work-
ers' Government. Our problems will

only be solved in contest with capi-

talism, in the creation of socialism.
We. say it flatly that such would

‘be our aim in a Labor Party. How-

ever; we cannot even begin if we do
not have the party. Today, the work-
ing’ class is politically dependent on
favors offered us by our “friends” in
return for votes and for submission
to the decrepit, murderous, outlived
system of eapitalism. We must be-

-come politieally independent as a

class, unite our political and eco-
nomie aims in a comprehensive pro-
gram of social progress for the mass
of people.

WIN MIDDLE CLASS

It was part of Taft's strategy in
putting forward his bill to win the
support of the middle-class in the
next elections, as the Republican
Party won it in the last election. But
there is no reason on earth why la-
bor cannot win the small farmers,
the little shopkeepers, the harassed
professionals to its side—if it puts
forward a program to benefit the
mass of people, if it demonstrates
that it is not-only able, but willing,
1o assume leadership.

Big Business, not only oppresses the
laborer, it also grinds down the poor
farmer, the underpaid teacher, and sq
forth. These can easily be won to la-
labor shows that it
speaks for them as well. The Tafts
}ell them that labor is responsible for
their ills. It is o fraud. However, the
fraud must be counteracted in demon-
stration. Were not.all of these litfle
people behind the General Motors

workers when they demunded wage
increases without price increases?

They cannot rally ‘to our side if
we are on the defensive, if we are
apathétic, if we refuse to challenge
the bankrupts of capitalism, who
care not one whit whether the
starved millions go without shelter
so long as their yachts carry them
to whatever vacation spot is season-
able, so long as their.profits give
them the luxuries for which others
must suffer.

To challenge them we must: issue
OUR DECLARATION OF INDEPEN-
DENCE, If o Labor Party will take
some #ime to form, work on it must
begin today, this minute. No other

lesson stands out as prominently from -

the experience of the Taft-Hartley
Bill. We must carry it into éur unions,
organize committees—for—a—labor

Party, press for action. Now is the:

time to begin working for the forma-
tion of a Labor Party.

One way in which we can begin is
to demand that PAC be turned into
a Labor Party. As PAC stands now,
it 1% useless, even dangerous. In an
editorial last week we examined
PAC and its inadequacies. However,
it is part of the CIO, though in prac-
tice it primarily does the work of the
Democratic Party. We must demand
an end, to this. Because it is part of
the CI(‘), members of -the: CIO can
make a start toward independent po-

‘litical organizationi by raising the

¢ry: TURN PAC INTO A LABOR
PARTY,

rd ] LY
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U.'S, IMPERIALISM'S DRIVE, FOR THE WORLD

Remember the analyses by Lenin and thsky
tracing the shift of world economic power to the
United States during and following the " Flrst
World War, to the detriment of rival powers in
Europe. Were Trotsky alive today, he would’ prob-
ably have renewed his analysis to show the’ enor-
mously increased relative economic %llpérml'lty of
the U. 8. to its rivals during and following the
Second World War. Here are some of the ¥aw
figures that would have been at his disposal:*~

' In 1939 #he U. S. had a little more than 14 per
cent of the total exporis of the world, ‘and siightly
more flian eight per cent of the imports. In 1946
American exports were $15.1 billions while imports
were $7.1 billions. According to-a Deparfméit of
Commerce tompiluﬂon. the U. S, recorded 37 per
cent of the 1946 exports and 20 per cent of the
imports, Thus since the war, the U. S. share of the
world 'market has ‘increased from 14 per cenf to
37 per cent. For 1947, according #o officials of the
National Foreign Trade Council, U. S. exporfs are
expected to rise to $18-$20' billioﬂs. and’ imports
to-$8-$9 billions.

'While these figures indicate the great relatwe
economic power of Wdll Street, at.the same fime

they reveal a fatal weakness——the gross imbal-,

ance between exports and imports. As William S.
Sngle executive vice-president of the above
council, stated recently in Chicago: “This situa-
tion cannot continue indefinitely because the well
will run dry eventally. In spite of foreigh demand
for American products of all kinds, and in spite
of the tremendous productive capacity of..the
U. 8., American export trade will suffer a drastie
shrmkage unless foreign countries can get the
means of payment. Foreign countries cannot be

drained of gold and dollar holdings and still con- '

tinue.to buy from us.”

Swingle’s solution is for the U. S.—as the work-
shop of the werld—to use the rest of the -world
primarily as a source of raw materials, to import
such commodities as ltad, copper, zinc, tin, anti-
mony, tungsten, rubber, cobalt chromium nickel,
vanadium, bauxite' and fissionable materials. 'He
would also establish a "nailondl program’ which
will permit American loans and invéstménts dbroad
‘which will be properly serviced and repaid." This
is a sleazy way of advocating mulnienunoe of a
huge world police force by the U. S. '

This spread between U. S. exports and 1m-
ports is,causing endless worry in Washington
and Wall Street, and is one of the major factors
behind the Truman Doctrine and the current
Marshall program to spend about $25 billions
abroad during the next five years. - . ...

."' As the Wall Sireel' Journal recenily ,rap&ﬂed.
‘the growing dollar "famine" abroad is preparing
‘t#o 'hit the American businessman hard. U. S,’exporis
ﬂprren!ly _equadl nearly ten per cent of national in<
vigome—"the top ten per cent that coul_d tean the
“difference betweeh prosperity and h‘ouhle.... For-
eign nations are not prodicing and selling ¥ the
U. S. enough goods fo. pay for U.'S. ggods shipped
dbroad. In shorf, exports dre siplioning;" Anfei' an

.. dollars out of world markets “faster than we ﬁﬁmp

them back by buymg abroad.” .

Already Britain has run through half’ of her
$3.75 billioh loan. France expects to spend all her
$250 million loan from the World Bank by au-
tumn. #most every countny in Europe, eXecept
Switzerland and Belgium, is starved for dollars.
Most countries in Latin America will be pinched
by next winter or spring.

The spread between U. S. exports and lmpoﬂs
has grown vastly in recent years. Betweéen 1926 °
ahd 1930, the U. S. exporied only an dverage of
$743 million more than it bought abroad. Since the
late 1930's the spread has grown. During the war
it was concedled by the exhorbiant U, S. lend-lease
and military program. T

The tendency of many popular economrsts is
to assume that the Truman program of tossing

money to Europe at the rate of about $5°billion a -

year will keep the Ul S. economy on an even keel.
But for how long? What after five years? What
about the inflationary affects of such gift loans?
“What about the higher and higher U. 8. taxes
that such a program implies? What if the rest of
the world does not wish to be regarded mainly as
a source of raw materials to be exploited by U. 8.
finance capltahsm" What if such a proglam,
large-scale as it is, proves inadequate to revive
the dead capitalist system in Europe?

In the meantime, the first part of the u. s. pro-
gram to revive world trade—through an Interna-

tional Trade Organization, now being discussed at

the international trade conference in'Genevd=has
fdallen flat. Delegates, it is reported, evidence an
unwillingness to prejudice, however remofely, Hleir
national interests. Economic nationalism has bl,:k-
ed all tariff negotiations, and insists upon leaving
all sorts of loopholes in the charfer which weuld
justify “practically any kind of trade-resirictive
prdctices," according to the Wall Street Journal.

Isn’t it clear that world capitalism cannot: or-
ganize a functmmng economy, cannot patch up
an earth that has been devastated by capitalism’s
wars? The only alternative is world socialism. In
the coming months it will become increasingly
obvious that Wall Street and “all the ngs
men” cannot put the old world together again.
The altexnative of a world socialism government,

organizing production and distribution through-“

out the earth, will have an mcreasmg attraction.

'ECONOMIC NOTES
Net corporate profits in 1946' were at a record
high of $12.5 billions, $2 billions over the previous

peak set in 1943, The 1946 figure does not include

fax rebates but does reflect an increaseiin the

dollar value of inventories, estimated by the De-,
partment of Commerce to account for $4-$5:billion

of the increase in inventory hoidings,. - ...
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Legislation Voted A amst Labor’s Interests
Is Also Against the Negro People s Interests

B E R McKINNEY

The Eighth Annual Convention of
the .Negro Newspaper Publishers
Association, at its recent meeting in,
Detroit, passed a rebolution on cnnl
rights econtaining ' the following:
“The members of the association in
convention assembled agree tg -con-
tinue a united fight for the political,
social and economic rights of Ne-
groes and to support with all the
means at their disposal all construc-
tive attempts to obtain the, K passage
of legislation bearing on fair -em-
ployment, the poll tax, lynching, civil
rights, aid to education, social se-
curity, housing and other related
matters which effect the welfare of
the Negro citizens as a group and
Americans as a whole.” , This is a
good statement. But after passing a
resolution with such a forthright
and correct statement, the NNPA
directed that a telegram be gent Sen-
ator Taft in support of the Taft-
Hartley Bill. The NNPA took the
position that the bill should be pass-
ed ‘over the President’s veto.

We are glad to report that at
least one prominent Negro paper op-
posed this very stupid and unin-
forined attitude of the majority of
those voting for the sending of the
telegram 'to Taft. The Pittsburgh
Courier' carried an “Editor’s Note”
in its edition of June 28, which said
in part: “Phe Pittsburgh Courier
opposed the resolution of the Negro
Newspaper Association to wire Sen-
ator Taft to over-ride the veto of the
Tart-Hartley Bill' and maintains
that it does not represent the point
of view of .the Association.” The
Courier then reports that the vofe
-to send the telegram was passed at

the final session when the represent-

atives of only ten papers were pres-
ent. The vote was six for sending
the telegram and four against.

COURIER STATEMENT

the money from to buy their papers?
‘From dividends ond interest? From
‘big salaries as corporation execu-
tives?,

For the NN PA to pretend that the
‘motivation for supporting ‘the Taft-
Hagtley Bill is that this bill contains
some FEPC benefits is pure hokum
or, something worse; dishonesty or
‘incompetence. The Republicans in-
serted those so-called FEPC clauses

By V. L. Lenin:

ag' bait to catch Negro votes. They
inserted various so-called democratic
clauses to eatch unwary white work-
ers also. If the Republicans, or the
Democrats for ‘that matter, are so
strong for fair employment prac-
tices' why don’t they pass a real®
FEPC bill and enforce it?

LABOR AND NEGROES :

The Taft-Hartley Bill is an anti-
labor bill. It is therefore an anti-
Negro bill. Any legislation which is
imimical to the interests of labor, or
labor organizations, is. against the
interests of Negroes. When will Ne-
gro leaders begin to have even some
elementary understanding -of the
facts of modern capitalist society?
If they ave not sufficiently advanced
to grasp the situation in its theoreti-
dal aspects they might;at least begin
to understand the situation from
practical observation.

For example. At one tuime there
was a wage differential between

txv The South had a hase pay of $6
while the base pay in the Northern’
mines was $7. This gap was closed
through the activity of the miners
union and the scale of the Southern
miners, was raised to $7. This meant
that thousands;of Negro miners in
the South got paid $7 a day and

. not $6.

Another illustration. The CIO ap-
peared in 1936 and organized those
industries’ in which most of the Ne-
groes worked. Is the NNPA unaware
of what has taken place in the eco-
nomuc. political and social life of Ne-
groes during the past ten years due

to the existence of the CIO and the

presence of Negroes in its member-
ship? Is the NNPA aware of the fact
that the ClO is now organizing the
South dnd that they must organize
Negroes?

Do these editors khow that the
AFL is also organizing in the South
and that both the AFL and CIO
must take in Negroes? Do they know
further that it will be impossible for

even the AFL to continue its present
diseriminatory policies ‘against Ne-
groes? Have these editors heard of
the AFL organization meeting at
Ashville, N. 'C., last year where the
Negro delegates refused to be Jim
Crowed in the hall and took seats

i among the delegates like every other

delegate? .

SIGNIFICANCE OF ClO

Do Negro editors and other lead-
ers understand the |significance of
the fact that Negro workers today

are not organized into separate Jim °

Crow labor organizations; particu-
larly those in the CIO, as are Negro
editors, doctors) lawyers, clergymen
.and businessmen? Do they under-
stand the real significance of the
fact that there is no Jim Crow sec-
tion of the PAC, while there are Jim

Crow sections of the Repubhcan and -

Democratic parties?

It is intefesting too that the Ne-
gro publishers took the same posi-
tion on the Taft-Hartley Bill as the

white pub]ishels' while they were
meeting as a separate publishers as-
sociation, separated from the white
publishels with whom, however, they
were in agreement

It is our opinion that a little par-

tisan polities is involved in this de-
cision to send Taft a telegram in
support of a veto. If not why wasn't
the telegram addressed also to some
of Taft’s buddies among the South-
ern senators? The Southerners are
die-hard supporters of all such bills
_as the Taft-Hartley Bill. If Bilbo
had been present he would have
raised both hands in support of this
bill.

We suspect that the main support-
ers of the telegram to Taft are
either partisans of the\ Republican
Party or publishers -who are consid-

ering supporting the GOP in 1948. It

is our opinion that they were not at
‘all primarily concerned with the
problems raised by the bill itself,
but with factional considerations in
connection with next year's elections.

ulw &

North and South in the coal indus-

]

By A. RUDZIENSKI
(Continued from last week)

For its part, His Majesty’s government tries
to, play the Polish government and army off
agalmt Moscow for its own political purposes.
But of late, insorder to alleviate Russian pressure
on British possessions in the Mediterranean, the
"Soclahst.” Bevm, with the same: cynicism and
“good business sense” as his predecessor, the
Conservative Churchill, proceeded to publicly
auction off the remnants of the Polish National
Resistance.

BEVIN AIDES RUSSIAN SCHEMES \
The Polish so!dier‘s were forced to enter a

. Tarnapol to Tomsk writes me that he was con-

demned to five years of prison for the erime of
having crossed the Russian-German “frontier” of
1939 with the hope of finding Russian “protec-
tion,” that he was miraculously saved from sure
death’ because' he could not chop down the pre-
scribed quota.of trees, and that he prefers to
break stones in England or anywhere else before
returning to the 17th Soviet Republic (Poland).
For the sake of facilitating some business deals
with puppet-Poland and easing Russian-British
ension (for a short time only, however), the
government of His British Majesty, presided over
by “Comrade” Attlee and under the pressure of
the “Left Laborites” is turning these human

POLAND'S EXILES: A TRAGEDY THAT BLEEDS

We Must Raise Our Voices in Protest! l

manitarian,”

beasts of bulden over to “the highest bidder,
Stalin.

UNRRA TERROR AGAINST DISPLACED PERSONS

Aside from the 200,000 Polish soldiers in Great
Britain, there exists the problem of the displaced
persons, estimated at a million and a half on the

European continent. These unfortunate beings,

torn from their homes by the war, carried off to
forced labor by the Nazis, are kept in the Dis-
placed Persons Camps. The majority of these are
Poles also (estimated to number between 350,000
and 70,000) ; next are the Polish Ukrainians and
White Russians, now Russian ecitizens, whom
nothing in the world can pexsuade to accept their
new boss, Stalin; the third group is made up of

FEAR CENTERS OF OPPOSITION

In spite of the fact that the governments of
Argentina and Brazil, of almost all the South
American republics, offer asylum to the'displaced,
the British government is in no hurry to trans-

port these unfortunates to lands where they '

might ‘be able to precopstruct their lives. The
British government fears that' the displaced, first
of all the Poles, would form centers of opposition
not only to Stalin’s Russia but to the British Em-
pire as well, because of the treatment, “so hu-
which they received at.the hands of
Attlee’s "Sﬂmahst" government. For this reason
His British Majesty’s govetnment strives to di-

-

vide the gdisplaced into two groups} one that is to
be forcibly handed over to Russia in exchange for
some economic and political advantages, and an-
other that is to be reduced to the level of British
slaves for the greater glory of His Majesty and
the Empire, with the most holy blessings of that
great “Marxist” and friend of Stalin, Harold
Lasky. A

In the face of such infamy, we may ask why
the Polish government in London and General An-
 der's staff do not shout their protests to high
heaven, accusing those responsible of the crime of
“lese humanity?'' First of all because the Polish
government-in-exile is reduced to the miserable
role of an inferior employee of His Majesty, who is

cause he knows best this segment of “human
.scum,” of humble Humanity enslaved for the bene-
fit of the totalitarian and imperialist régimes.

It is the duty of class-conscious workers, of
.Marxist intellectuals, to raise a voice of protest
‘against this infamy in our times. It is not only a
moral duty, but to the political interest of the revo-
lutionary workers movement to defend what re-
mians of the crushed and annihilated Polish national
resistance, which instinctively and because of its
historic situation iy compelled to struggle on two
fronts against totalitarian Stalinism and capijtalist
iimperialism, in this way supporting the formation

of the third front, the front of the world Socialisé
revolution.

© July 7, 1947

By RICHARD

PARIS — The month of June, 1947,
has been a decisive one for the so-
cialist movement. in France. The na-
tional leadership of the Socialist
Party, leading the capitalist govern-
ment's offensive against “the working
class, struck out against its internal
opposition by expelling virtually the
entire National Bureau of ithe So-
cialist. Youth. |

The heightened strain in the so-
cialist movement broke out in public
on June 1 at the demonstration in
honor of the Paris Commune of 1871.
Prime Minister Ramadier and other
SP members of the government were
roundly hissed by left-wing Socialists,
most of them youth, who were. fed
up with the Ramadier line of strike-
breaking and war against the Indo-
Chinese people. Three days later the
SP leaders struck~back; they dissolved
the National Bureau of the Youth,
and set about trying teo split the
Youth all over the country.

Since the national convention of
the Youth,.held Easter week in the
Paris suburb of Montrouge, the scrap

. between Party and Youth leaderships
has been growing constantly more
violent. Six months earliér, at the
1846 convention of the Party, rank
and file discontent with the reformist
leadership had, culminated in a ma-
jority for the “leftists” led by Guy
Mollet and seconded by Marceau Pi-
vert. Thése “leftists,” however, soon:
showed their frue stripe by capitu-
lating right down the line to the old
Blum leadership. They made peace
by giving in. This the Youth leader-
ship refused to do. ]

DEFY THREATS J

¢ The Youth convention, like the
adult one, passed, resoluytions against
the class collaborationtand imperial-
ist colonial government policy. The
“leftist” leaders of the Party, having

were all expelled. The charges for "~

™ the dissolution were threefold: break-
ing of discipline (by the internal
circular informing the membership
what was being done' by its elected
leaders!—and this while nothing was

French Socialist Youth
Win Support ir
Against SP Leadership

n Fight

activities which have been going on

with the party’s knowledge for a

Jong time), and’ th:rdly—propagation
of slogans contrary to the pa.rt:r s
line . (slogans such as the “sliding
scale,”” stopping the war in Indo-Chi-
‘na, etc., which although in line with
the aspirations voiced at the party
convention as well as at that of the
‘youth are contrary to the reaction-
ary line of the SP cabinet members).

* The dissolution was opposed by
only three members of the party Na-
tional Bureau: Jean Rous, Suzanne
Charpy and Yves Dechézelles; the
latter followed up his vote by cour-
ageously breaking with the unprin-
cipled Mollet and Pivert and resign-
ing his post of assistant national sec-
retary of the SP. The other members
of the Bureau all followed Mollet in
joining with Blum and Ramadier
against the Youth. Hoping to starve
the Youth into submission, the party
“gauleiter” in charge of youth work,
Jean Courtois, went into the youth
office and stole 107,000 franes out of
the cash box. ; o

SUPPORT OF PARTY RANKS

The SP is now trying frantically
to split the youth away from  their
revolutionary leaders, but \in wvain,
While the entire reactionary press
hails the expulsions as proof of the
“courage” and ‘“common sense” of

the rightist SP leaders, scores of let- -

ters and telegrams are arriving at
the Youth headquarters from branches
and federations all over the country
in support of both the anti-capitalist
political line and the'leadership vot-
ed in by the'!overwhelming majority
of the !Montrou'ge' convention.

~Even some branches of the party
are supporting the Youth in their

fight, although the fact that the fake

leftists like Mollet and Pivert have
been acting as the right wing’s hat-
chét men against the left has impeded

The French Socialist Youth have
for some time been fighting earnest-
ly alongside the Trotskyist
(Fourth Internationalist 'Youth) for
the ‘workers' interests — against the
fascist hoodlums, in support of the

done to Ramadier and the others who | Renault strikers in the face of gov-

_defined the entire'line voted by the
party convention), contact with the
leadership of the Trotskyist PCI (af-
ter all the whispering about Trotsky-
ist “boring from within” this “con-
tact” turned out to be a meeting
with PCI, General Secretary Y¥Yvan
Craipeau to arrange for united front

ernment (SP!) and Stalimist strike-
breaking, against the hungér program
of the Ramadier government and
against the colonial wars, Now the
way is open for further fruitful col-
laboration and eventually for the uni-
fication of the revolutionaty forces
* among the French proletarian youth.

JCI |

-

The Courier goes on to'say: “Resettlement Corps,” a kind of forced labor Balts, Lithuanians, Letts, Latvian ey Payed;ost of the Aritish fataury, and is ot he i i ions,\ '
“ do not belieye that the six votes rep- camp, and those wll]'lo refused to do so were de- etc.; ,the fourth gr;)up.‘th’e J ews,a \:ha? Iﬁlcf\;l:dr:;i mament.fiad away te: gailierdust.ln The political ?:ir:;d& ﬁﬁ;ﬁte?}-g];];;:ts; 136915[13::_' g:',ter:: ‘;it:?::;n;f i:;mnll,a;:.{y l;::ﬁ:: o
resent the considered opinion of the ported to Germany to be put into’the Displaced jn-escaping from Russia and Poland with Pales- archives, fo he faken ouf, dusted off, and used on rouge out of votiﬁg their resolutions. proletarian Seine-et-Oise suburbs of o
Negro press as a whole, or the Asso- Ppergons Camps and handed over to Russia. The t{ine and the United States as their goals. S e f?w“ble oceawan. ko pet the ctisé avin When that failed, they ordered the garis have passed resolutions back-
ciation as a whole. We further be- jégime in the “Resettlement Corps” is a slave The UNRRA, which was created to protect these more plaluly. they dcre. antispedk.ar-they, aré Kapt youth not to DUbliS'ﬁ their resolutions ing the Yoﬂrh as have a nu'mher of
lieve that the use of the ‘little j4gime, and even though milder than the camps people, has “,;h“hed a wave of terror aqainst whdar ‘!“e Watch, B“'d.'.' “'-‘"I h?“ be Vet te in their weekly, Drapeau Rouge (Red gther sections. -
FEPC’ item as justification is pure of Hitler and Stalin, has the same essential chat-  fhom ‘Many of its administrative organs, penetrat. o rcimor rei economic situation, quite differ-  11.). The Youth, defermined to  In the Youth the response - was is
deception. . . . The labor movement  aeter. The “heroes” of Narvik and Tobruk, the o4 h.y the Stalinists, treat 'the di:glu;dp er::ns s from that of dhe rank and Gls soldlerand He. avoid a split as loné' as possible and  overwhelming. Entire dep alimental
. in recent years has offered the only  veterans of Africa, Italy, Flanders and Mount ... poland and llu:.- Baltic couni‘ripes as f:eseitl's dlspluc.ed. 4 ShauPGRe. The goner.uls. the minaters, to try to convince as many as pos- (the equivalent of states mpthe U.8)
\ beacon light for progress to the Ne- (Caskino, now work like, slaves'on the estates-of The terror of the UNRRA increased under the “s: i "";’ aditcrs 'Pd writers: kave ,fh.e'r re‘”':?i“ i sible of the adult left-wingers of the feqem?mns in the South, in Lorraine,
' gio people in this country.” (Our the British nobility, on public works, cleaning ,jices of LaGuardia who promised the quisli g anr OF BERLIORL. Ruasons:of 'Migh policy~ alwiays necessity of a joint stand against thé in Corsica, in the mining North, in
emphasis.) v0ads and streets Without receiving & WOTKer'S  Warsaw that he would force the displaced perechs  rooes o 10 Walt for a “better opportunlty.” ¢ madiers, aliowed that fo go by. Brittany, almost the entire Paris re-
We hope that every Negro editor wage, receiving only 'the low pay of a tank and 45 cepurn to their countr l.uGuurdlu' hul: done Aupatar. very. inporiant-romon Jor. tience: N thibe Much to Mollet's annoyance.- how-  gion ir};éludin the Renault branch
and reader will ponder thatlast sen-  jile soldier under military discipline. The intel- eevrything possible to f:l.ﬁll this promise.’ The SOIIE e Baneliatien o) Jie pollsh swlgration ever, the Youth leadership issued in- liizcr{;ited diwigng the_recent  strike
tence from the Courier statement. lectuals, not always apt in such matters, are also  pparican Military Police have attacked .].h; dis- b? H'e'GNZ" Soneng "‘e. displaced, among._ﬂu sol- ternal bulletins explaining to the ‘are ali béckin the " National Bureau‘ :
We hope that the Courier will never being compelled to do the same kind of work. placed persons camps compelling-them to register =dlers, outl !' Is even sail, in “'e. Londen ""f"“"hV- membership exactly what was hap- against the r'ui movement, that the
forget that statement. That is. the Given' the experience. of such rough treatment ¢ the return to Poland by force, deprivin gfhem & pénatiation thet wies so sngaiiiupntly Faclitjated pening and why. Then came the s%: lead 4 vto et’ with W
real answer to those Negro editors ~at the hands of their allies, many Polish soldiers ' ¢ 4poir Youd ratoss and |¢yl|ging v AeRLIvinG “by. the UNRRA, by the British and the Americans, in. iRt O s O TR Ve T e::f::& ts?l?fh \ser up tlhe :
who supported the Taft-Hartley decide, though with heavy hearts, to refurn fo Po- Thousands of displaced Pole;; have chosen %o °.'id°r to '°in.ﬂy t":u'!' Hin canders of. Poiish fopge: of announcing their plans for prop- Natlongl Bulealll ’ . e
Bill, * land under the whip of the GPU. The first to do 50 },;nc0 an illegal existence or to seek the protec- R Ilmpermlnsms. ping up tottering French capitalism This expulsion drive of the SP re- o
The owrwllelnling majority of Ne- are "Westerners,” tu¢ Silesians, the Pomeranians, tion of the German authorities rather than submit But even if these reasons were non-existent, by putting heavy new burdens on formists is having international re- “
groes are wage-earners. Despite all  who do not know the Russian prisons, those brand- 1, the pressure of the “humanitarian” UNRRA. even if the exiled Poles wished to speak, no one 'the backs of the workers, thé right percussions. The Youth section of the
the pmiudie}h and discrimination by ed by the GPU as "Volkdeutsche." Others who also . Ay cyltural organizations the press, schools, oceu.  Would listen to them. They have no international wing and their fake leftist satellites  Ftalian PSLI immediately wired their
_ the unions, the matural ally of the do so are the Polish emigrants of France and Bel-  pationa] training cour ses, organizations the dis- Press at their disposal,‘and for the moment they ;struck at the youth. support. The following ymm'ning the
' Fogro therefore is the white working ";giu-m. the "hosiuges c:f H.i.tler. liberated by the [laced Poles succeeded 'in building only beeause 2'¢ withoat weight in the political balance, they / Despite all sorts of threats and reformist Saragat leaders of their
class. VYery few Negroes are editors, “ Allies, fhe. Fremdarbeiters" of Germany, the West- ;¢ {}oiy anti-St: alinist 8p111t have been' attacked do not count. demagogic pleas, the overwhelming party threatened THEM with expul-
doctors, lawyers, mgnuhe*nrers or phalian miners persecuted by the Allies as Ger- ;4 liquidated under Russian pressure. Stalin’s The remnant§ of Polish national resistance, majority of the National Bureau of  sion, which was only avoided because %
_bankers. Perhaps 95 per cent of N?- mans. But resisting all pressure are the ex-prisoners G Pl fears these digplaced people as the devil is those who saved their necks from Stalin’s Maus- the Youth held on to its o S T et e o ps
groes are wage-earners and of this and ex-hostages of Stalin, those who experienced ' sqid (o fear holy water, and insistently demands €S, and their lives from the crematories of the Nime of the eleven members hiad —although no more revolutionary
i suiher-dhe greut:mejority are um:  “Stalinist re-sducation™ lIn Siberie; those who sxfs - iheir swrrender. The Bugeion tyranny fears they GPU, are being reduced to the “scum of the been elected by the Montrouge left than he—are less stupid and realized . .
e skilled workers.. If they make prog- fered the scars inflicted by the dogs of the GPU.. i)l form nuclei of anti-Stalinist opposition, com- -€arth.” The tragedy which still continues to bleed wing—and all nine stuck. When the that without the youth they would
~~ress, it can only h.e done In and °the w"'r.’.'“h of this "hemaniturion. instituiion.” the posed of Russians, Ukrainians, Byelo-Russians, has neither, defenders nor spokesmen...it is a National Bureau was !dissolved the be at the mercy of the right wing.
\ ?hr“gh the orggaiml-u:n of the work- joy of -Soclnllft labor" chepping down trees in Puggs, Lithuanians, Letts, Finns, all the races and Profoundly human tragedy which weighs down nine were still given a “chance” to Since then the French Socialist Youth
ing class: the trades unions. Where do  snowy s"beﬂﬂ— mi o \; nations who know the hell of Stalinist Russia, UPon us all, and He who writes these lines does capitulate and get back their posts have received a letter of support from
:¢ Negro editors think that Negroes get A friend who trod the “road of death” from. that modern prison of the peoples. not set them dewn because he is a Pole, but be- —under party control. Refusing, they the Belgian Socialist Youth as well. =
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mouthed and gasping. Most amazing

" of all is the mushrooming of all

kinds of quizz programs. The beést
commentary on quizz program is the
radio program “It Pays to Be Igno-
rant,” which' parodies them by spe-
\cializing. in questions such as “After
what first President of the United
States was the George Washington

opportunity to strut and fret a few
minutes before the mike, be fussed
over and ‘applauded in public.

ADVERTISE THE PRODUCT

But it is the acquisitive instinct
that is capitalized above all. The de-
sire .for nice things to have as one’s

But more often the answer is
put into tihe mouth of the contestant
by the m.e. For no contestant must
go away fleeling let down, or like a
dope. No ome is ever a loser for there
are praise, flattery and often prizes
also for the less lucky contestants.
The whole psychological citadel on
which theswe programs are based would
fall if conlestants did not go home

specimens are either on display be-
fore the studio'audience 1hroughout

the program, or they are.taken out

of the treasure chest at the appro-
priate moment,
exclamations of the winner and the
ahs and ohs of the audience. Of
course the m.c. or the announcer de-
scribes the item and emphasizes the

amidst the. ecstatic

studio audience and indirectly on the
listening audience, are hardly con-
ducive to thinking, certainly not to
adverse criticism of this whole profit-
motivated advertising structure which
merits only condemnation.
The ' simple economies of this ad-
vertising game is never given a
thoug};t by the public so unscrupu-

tion indeed! for competitive business,
for it strikes at the very roots o.t the
capitalist system!

So what seems superficially like
innocent entertainment is not that at
all. Quizz programs are part of the
;scheme ofi'business to sell at the high-
‘est prices and profits, and so to en-
mesh the public that it will accept

: = PN . own is played upon; and, of course, maker for the benefit of the listenin
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New York Picnic
TIBBETTS BROOK PARK

SUNDAY, JULY 13 '
10 a.m., Field PP2

Take Van Cortlandt Park train to
| 1ast stop and change to Tibbetts
Brook car. Or take Lexington
Avenue Woodlawn subway to last
étop ‘and -changeio bus.

Games. Nearby. _swimmi{:g facilities

Quizz programs have been developed
to a fine art to play on various of the
normal humlan instincts, This is true
especially of those quizzes which cull
contestapts' from’ the studio audi-
ences. {

Most people crave to.do something
novel and thrilling; appearing on the
air is exciting to them. Always the
master of ceremonies of the program

is a suave gent who eases the ner-

vousness of the contestant by call-
ing him or her -by the first name,
asking personal questions, introduc-
ing an ample seasoning of humor.
This. in turn satisfies the desire for

' ens;

win tens, hiindreds and even thou-
sands of dollars. In commodities one
can haul away anything imaginable:
toasters, mixers, pressure cookers,
electric irons; silverware, dishes, lin-.
lamps, curtains, furniture; re-
frigerators, radios, washing machines;
suits, dresses, shoes, accessories, jew-
elry, including diamond rings; lug-

' gage,-camping outfits. Nor is this list

complete. A fortunate winner can
take away several prizes; very fo;‘-
funate ones win enough to outfit

i their persons and furnish their homes.

Yes, the lure is there.

. The desire to compete, to show

‘how smart one is, is also carefully

how it works. If the program has a,
sponsor, usually the prizes are cash
plus gifts' of the product advertised,
which lattier also as a rule go to
losers. Thus a lucky winner goes
home to tell everyoné who will listen
what he or she won on, say, the Chif-
fon' Soap Flake program. Thus, by
word of mwuth, the product is adver-
tised. Not «qnly that, but people who
have nevesr used the product get a
supply of it and start being users. If
they are generous souls they will
pass - samgptles, around among their
friends, wlto start using the product.

If the program.is conducted by the
radio station .unsponsored by any

home. They are exhibited to family,
{riends and neighbors much more en-
thusiastically than would ordinary
purchases bd; because connected with
the pressure cooker or electric iron
is the wonderful experience where
the winner was thrilled before the
mike, was fussed over and applaud-
‘ed, and showed off his or her knowl-
edge.

SOCIOLOGICAL EFFECTS

This is indeed clever advertising
by business. There are subtle socio-
logical effects of this involvement of
the public in the advertising business
via radio programs. What happens to

1 \ 'Y

may gel something for nothing, the
masses who nf:ed so much of every-
thing are even further away from
what they need because fancy prices .
are made even fancier by the high
cost of advertising.

Again, more basic than the waste-
fulness of advertising is the abysmaly
wastefulnéss of competitive produc-
tion for profit which drives each man-
ufacturer to present his product to
the public as better than all others.
The public is entertained, cajoled,
bribed and in 'general stupefied into
an acceptance of the silly lies about
a dozen Kkinds of soap flakes, tooth
pastes and everything else, so that

.

The New International

The July issue of the. muqd_lfn_o Is!
now eon sale. Subscribers’ copies are’
now in the mails.

Due to technical and financial dif-
ficulties we are skipping the May and
June issues of the New International
this year.

With your support we hope fo have
the magazine come out on ilme each
month.

Single copies, 25¢ Si'x Issues—$1.25
Twelve Issues—$2.00
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