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Miners Quit Pits as Et ht
On Anti-Labor Law Begms

Late bulletins as we go to press
report that over 200,000 coal miners
bhave quit work in ten states in pro-
test against the Taft-Hartley law.
With the wildcat. movement - still
spreading, miners posted signs {at pit
entrances reading, “Let the Senators
Dig Coal!” A complete tie-up is ex-
pecied by June 27, when the miners
begin a ten-day vacation.

With government ownership of the
mines due to end in a few days, the
Department of Justice is reported to
be investigating the. possibilily of an
injunction to halt the sirike action.
The government is also debating
other courses of action to break the
mine strike, according to the provi-
sions of the Taft-Hartley law, which
allow an injunction after the Presi-
dent has- received a report from a
board of inquiry.

If an injunction is issued, the labor
movement will face the need of a
nationwide Work stoppage to uphold
the miners.

Meanwhile, with the miners' action
spreading swiftly through all mine
areas, 40,000 East Coast shipyard
workers are preparing to strike under
union direction in what will be the
first formal test of the Taft-Hartley
Act. '

‘ .

JUNE 24 -=Somg 50,000 soft coal
miners in Pennsylvania, Alabama
and West Virginia.today demonstrat-
ed their resolveto" resist militantly
the anti-union measures voted by
Congress by walking out of the pits
in protest against the Taft-Hartley
bill one hour after its passage.

The miners, who will be among the
first to feel the impact of the bill in
view of their scheduled strike, dupli-
cated the strike action that two weeks
ago shut mine fields in Pennsylvania
for five days.

Elsewhere in the labor movement
sentiment is high for vigorous meas-
ures that 'will force early repeal of
the law. In a telegram to Philip Mur-
ray, the San Francisco CIO Council
called upon the national CIO leader-
ship to organize a nationwide 24-
hour protest strike. A Unifed Steel
Workers, CIO, official was quoted in
the press as predicting that 90 per
cent of all organized workers would
be involved in a protest strike before
the end of the week.

CIO shipyard workers announced
that they might be. the first to test
the new law- by going ahead with
plans for a sirike in. the East Coast
Bethlehem shipyards, set to begin at
12:01 a.m. on Thursday, June 26. “If
we must be the first to test it, let us
do it,” said John Green, union presi-
dent, to a meeting of six locals in
the port of New York.

The National Maritime TUnion
stated its intention to “fight this bill
with everything we've got.... A con-
centration camp able to hold 100,000
men would have to be built.” y

The Sailors Union of the Pacific
weeks ago formally resolved to defy
the bill should it become law (see
LABOR ACTION, June 16).

Philip Murray has called a meeting
of the CIO Executive Board for Fri-
day, June 27. And Lee Pressman,

~ general counsel of the CIO, has called

all the legal representatives of the

.. CIO to a meeting on the same day.

‘The Boss’s
Dictionary

Rebellion:

Almost every union in the country,
AFL, CIO and independent, is mak-
ing its plans to test the aet in conrt
and  in practice. The Amalgamated
Clothing Workers propose to print a
list, prohibited in the new law, of
how the Congressmen voted.

William Green, president of the
AFL, predicted that so much labor

conflict will result as to “prove...d

boomerang” on the makers of the law.

David Dubinsky, president of the
International Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union, denounced the law at-the
union’s Cleveland convention and
then whittled his remarks down tao
some nonsense abouf electing a “pro-
gressive Congress” with the aid of
“bona fide liberal forces.”

Matthew Woll, vice-president of
the AFL, did similarly by urging la-

bor to “work with the major parties
far constructive legislatiop,” indicat-
ing that-he hasn’t any idea whatso-
eVBr of what the rank and file of the
labor movement wants and certainly
of what it needs.

Green, Murray and other leaders
of the AFL and CIO appear, however,
to be far from .the kind of action
taken by the miners and desired by
other 'septions of the union move-
ment. The militants in the union
movement will have to be on their
toes to’see to it that the fight against
the operation of the bill, and this
fight Is certain by one means or an-
other, is not dissipated in endless
lobbying and in aimless, valueless and
dangeroys political campaigning for
assorted “bona fide liberals” in the
Democratic and Republican Parties.

! AN EDITORIAL .

: dem.

How Are Our

Unions Going
To Fight Back ?

Elsewhere in this issue we print a brief account of the reaction in the
labor movement to the enactment of the Taft-Hartley Bill.

We know what close to 200,000 miners did and what shipyard workers
are planning to do. We know too that the San Francisco CIO Council has pro-

posed a nationwide 24-hour strike. But the question still remains: What Are -

the Unions going to Do?

We can be certain that the unions will exploit every loophole to harass
the operation of the act. We can be certainithe leaders of the union move-
ment will plan every conceivable court and strike test to upset its operation
and force its repeal. Even the most case-hardened bureaucrat, the staunch-
est upholder of “free enterprise” in the ranks of the union officialdom, will
be compelled to resist because his “bread and butter” depends on the unions.

We know all that. But we repeat: What Are the Unions Going to Do?

Tt is possible that the demand for a nationwide protest will gain new
popularity, and perhaps even the support of important union officials. We
are all for that, though the time for such action was really before the bill
was enacted into law.

However, it will still serve a valuable purpose in rallyihg the masses of
the working people to vigorous, militant action which can lead them to
further, effective unity in political and ecopomic action beyond the narrow
desires of the union bureaucrats. A 24-HOUR PROTEST STRIKE REMAINS AN
IMPORTANT SYMBOL OF LABOR PROTEST, and in the situation It may have
to be repeuted as occasion warrants.

But, the question we ask remains. When threatened with government by
injunction in the early decades of this century even the reactionary Gomp-
ers leadership of the AFL stated that it would never submit. Except for talk
about the bilk “boomeranging,” there is as yet no such equivalent declara-
tion from Bill Green. And, Murray, steeped as was Green in petitioning the
President for veto, has not yet announced the plans that should have been
broadcast the. moment the bill was voted.

Yes, Murray, Green, Whitney of the Railroad Brotherhoods and the
others will use every possibility to make the law “boomerang.” They will
seek to tie the anti-labor employers into a million legal knots, swamp the
courts with countless suits, even call or break miscellaneous strike actions.

All very good, and all very necessary. But all of it is secondary, peripheral
to the main line of attack. And here it is that the leaders of the CIO and
AFL give the play away in advance to the people, who are responsible for
the law. They refuse to lead labor in offensive action, especially in a political
offensive.

They will fight for repeal, and they may even succeed But at the end we
will be back where we started, still facing a hostile government, still without
an instrument by which we can mobilize the kind of all-embracing political
and economic offensive that is dictated in the circumstances.

We hold that the instrument needed fo protect and advance our inferests
as a CLASS is a LABOR PARTY based ypon eur unions. What the unions do
on this is far more important in the long run than a million legal suits. ' '

In our lead article on this page, we present the LABOR PARTY as the

-essential feature of a DECLARATION OF LABOR’S INDEPENDENCE.

Further, as part of all that this declaration of independence means,

and in particular connegtion with the problem we face today, we hold that

the situation dictates the formation of democratlcally elected boards of
unioh strategy. Umﬁcatmn of the union movement is obviously indicated.
Immediate cooperat:cn on a democratic militant level can be a spur to
umﬂcat:on. .

Thn demand for democratically elected union boards of strategy, resting
in every city and state on local councils of action, to coordinate the activities
and plans of the union movement, will have to issue from the ranks. We have
been calling for this for a long time. 1¥ was demonstrated as essential in the
big strikes of a year ago, in the wage negotiaflons of this year. it Is again
demonstrated in the urgency of fighting the anti-labor law. "

Our efforts must be joined on the level of greatest effectiveness—that is,
democratically, by choosing the direct representatives of the men in the
shops.

Now, above all times, this matter must not be handled by the top alone.
The ranks must be drawn in!

We ask: “What Are the Unions Going to Do? Much depends on the
answer. And the answer can be gwen by the ranks of ‘the wunion pressing
actjon upon the leadership. e

We propose: A DECLARATION OF LABOR'S INDEPENDENCE.
We propose: JOINT STRATEGY BOARDS TO PLAN COMMON ACTION.

: We propole. a LABOR PARTY which will ‘break labor's ties with the polifi-
cal parﬂe: . cnp!fulim and serve notice of laber's fighting class indepen-
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Let Us Issue Labor’s Declaration of Independence --

ABOR PAR

We belleve that the time has come for labor ¥o issue its own DECLARATION OF INDE-

PENDENCE.

Above all else that means the rapld formation of a LABOR PARTY'

Enactment of the Taft-Hartley Act demonstrates for the millionth time the utter crimi-
nality of relying on "friends" among the capitalist politicians, of tying labor to either or any of

the capitalist parties.

The Taft-Hartley Act is the product of an offensive against labor undertaken by blg busu-
ness in '!'Isé conwchon that labor is apathetic,gnd that ‘its leaders will not lead a genuine fight

Why.We' Need Labor Party!
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ical Trap for Labor

B.cmed ‘With Truman Veto

By DAVID COOLIDGE

A political trap is set .for the
working class in the United States.
This trap is baited with the Truman
veto of the Taft-Hartley Bill. Should
organized labor, the AFL and CIO,
walk into this trap, the only tangible
result which will follow will be the
capture once again of the “labor
vote” for the Democratic Party.

The situation for the two capitalist
parties, the Republicans and Deme-
crats, could not have been organized
better if the leading political strate-
gists: and tacticians of the capitalist
ruling class had actually come to-
gether fo plan this strategy and tac-
tie.

What has happened? First, the
Republicans have made a concrete
bid for the support of the urban and
rural middle class in 1948. They
have exploited the prejudices and
the stupidity of the middle class by
passing a “labor reform” bill. This
will please the city and small town
middle class immensely. It will also
please the thousands of small farm-
ers of the middle West who believe
that the mortgage on the farm is the
result of the-high wages paid to
urban industrial workers. The Taft-
Hartley Bill will please Southern
planters, manufacturers, middle class

elements; and many of the most be-
nighted among the white workers
who will feel that somehow the Taft-
Hartley Bill will promote the main-
tenance of “white supremacy.”
After the labor bill the Republi-
cans took hold of the tax question

_ and threw half a loaf to the big cap-

italists and a few crumbs to the little
property owners of the middle class.
While Truman vetoed this bill and
the veto was sustained, the Republi-
cans will say that they did the best
they could for “the people.”

TRUMAN'S STRATEGY

That was the procedure of the Re-
publicans. That was their vote-
catehing plan for 1948. How about
the Democrats? It would have been
strange indeed if Truman had signed
this bill. He had nothing to gain by
signing. The Republicahs would get
the vote which we have mentioned
above. Truman’s only course was to
strike out for the “labor vote.” This
is: the political meaning, or better,
the partisan political meaning, or
the factional meaning, of the veto.
Just as the support of the bill by the
Republicans was for the purpose

mentioned above, so the Truman -
. _,.sunple, nor aiways well thought out. :

veto was for a similar purpose.

Truman, in his radio speech, said

that “this is a shocking bill.” We
will not argue about Truman’s sin-
cerity in taking that position® We do
not deny at all that it is Truman'’s
position that this bill is -a frontal
attack on fundamental democratic
rights. We can admit this for the

sake of argument and still. say that--

what is gnmg on in the contest over
this bill is.a factional .conflict be-
tween the Republican and Democrat-
ic parties, looking to the 1948 elec-
tions.

Furthermore . this il nof merely a
factional cenflict between 5he Repub-
lican and Democratic parties. Party
lines were crossed in the voting on
the bill. 1t is a conflict within the cap-
italist ruling class as to what is the
best procedure to use in order to keep
organized labor and the working class
under the control of the capitalist
ruling class and at the same time re-
tain the allegiance of labor at the

voting booth. That is, the problem .

before the ruling class is how best to
hold labor in check, and at the same
time not govso far that the working
class will be provoked to break from
the two capitalist parties and organ-

“ jze its own independent party.

- The strategy, of course, is not

(Contlnned‘ on page '5}__

+

because these leaders
are wrapped body and
soul in upholding the
rottenness of capital-

ist enterprise. .

In order to force rapid re-
peal as well as negate the op-
eration of the law immediately

AND GO BEYOND THAT TO-
WARD NEW VICTORIES IN
EVER-WIDENING SPHERES OF
INTEREST FOR THE PEOPLE:
AS A WHOLE, it is necessary
that labor assume the OF-

FENSIVE. This cannot be done

by chasing after “progressive” Con-
gressmen, as Matthew Woll proposes,
or beating the drums for “friends .of
labor,” as the PAC proposes. (See
editorials on page 3.)

It can only be done by a clean

. break with the Democratic Party, the

Republican: Party and any party, al-
ready formed or yet to be formed,

which is not the CLASS pa.rty of the ;

working class,

- We:must of necessity Yook beyond
the immediate problem_ of repealing
the Taft-Hartley Act. We must pre-
pare to meet similar situations and
problems which will arise with in-’
creasing frequency. .

We cannot do this if we are un-
armed. To be armed to meet the mul-
tiple problems of our day we must
have a weapon that corresponds to
the need. That weapon is a LABOR

_ PARTY,

In our press we have written thou-
sands of times that politics and eco-
nomics are no longer separable. Es-
pecially in the last few years has
this been demonstrated daily as gov-
ernment intervention followed al-
most every action of the labor move-
ment.

So too we have thousands of times
noted in our press what is universally
recognized as a characteristic of the
American working class. Its economic
militancy is unparalleled in the his-
tory of any nation. But the power
and influence of American labor’s
organized millions are not reflected

'in political independence.

Labor officials, smooth-falking rep-
resentatives of the capitalist class,
the entire 'propaganda and education
machine_ of_ capitalism,.. have. con-
spired to perpetuate the myth that
we must submit to a permanent, self-
defeating choice between Republi-
cans or Democrats and that func-
tion of unions is only to negotiate
wage increases,

It is a myth that needs to be ex-
ploded. And it can be exploded only
by ' tHe demonstration of organiza-
tion! ’

The ranks of the labor movement
have proved their readiness to back
any kind of militant action against
the Taft-Hartley Act. Witness the
miners. today! A call for a. 24-hour
strike would have been met, and
would still meet, with instanianeous
response. By the same token we are
of t¢he opinion that labor will respond
to:a call for political action.

Murray and Green will not’ issue
such a c¢all. The demand- will have to
issue¢ from the ranks, placing an ir-
resmnhle -presgure ‘on the : leadership
of the” uniohs, foréing action by the
very. wﬂght of the demand, despite
if notiwith the’ ‘various union official-
doms.

The Taft-Hartley Act is the work
of a capitalist' Congress, acting on
behalf of capitalism. And Truman
and those around him are no less
representative of capitalism than
Taft. Remember the mine strlke in-
junction!

The time has come for us to sweep
away the entire débris of capitalism,
to confront the capitalist law makers
and those whom they serve with a
party of our own which will ag-
gressively champion our ecause and
move forward toward replacing the
Congress of bankers and industrial-
ists: 'with a Workers’ Congress, a
Wm‘kers Gnvernment. ‘
et us issue ‘our DECLARATION

"(‘5 ' INDEPENDENCE! Let us organ-
lze 4 I.:ABOR ?ABTY- ;
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Hifs Add‘és'

CHICAGO —Last week (June 23)
LABOR ACTION’s article on the FE
UAW merger question ended as fol-
lows: “The proposel will be submit-
ted to the UAW locals before July
15. The unity argument is powerful,
and will be demagogically exploited.
UAW militants are confronted with a
real problem. Hence, they must ob-
tain all the facts, view the situation
in its' entirety and determine just
what policy will advance the best
mterests of the workers and their
union.”

All the facts on the subject are

. now in, The propoaal has been print-

ed and copies are in the hands of all
UAW locals. There is only one con-
clusion that can be drawn after read-
ing this amazing document. I'T MUST
BE DECISIVELY DEFEATED!!

1f space permitted, it would suffice
to print the entire proposal, for the
text condemns the writers of this
document.

What is in the proposal that is so
bad? Outside of about 22 consutu-
tional violations, the central idea is
the setting up of a Farm Equipment
Division, with a director (Grant
Oakes), an assistant director (Gerry
Fields), and an advisory board (the
nld FE International Exec.). These
oﬂicers are to be elected by FE-CIO
prior to merger. This director then
will, appaint. the staff. (the old FE

staff with a few additions), aud will

, be in “COMELETE CHARGE OF
.THE OPERATION, SUPERVISION
AND DIRECTION OF THE DIVI-
SION.” This director in turn would
be a, member with a consulta.twe vote
on. the UAW’'S lnternatmnal Board.

In the above paragraph we see that
those who negotlaled this merger
. were willing to violate an essential
right of the UAW membership: the
right to elect or replace officers dem-
ocratlcally Even if one granis the
Addes forces the right to set up a
new division which technically is un-
constitutional (Art. 12, Sec. 14), one
is forced to ask: "How is it that

- those locals which have been in ex-
istence for ten years or more in the
agricultural implement field J,. I
Case Local 180 and International
Harvester Local 57) and were pio-
neers of UAW, and are proud of their
organization, how is it that they do
not have the RIGHT to determine
who shall be THEIR REPRESENT-
ATIVES? THEY and all the rest of
the UAW agricultural implement
plants are simply to be “absorbed” i

an on

the new setup. Is there any wonder
then why a delegation of nine presi-
dents representing John Deere, J. L
Case and Massey-Harris went to the
board to protest this action?
Further, there is no provision fer
the next election of the director of
the division. Simply put, Addes is
wilhng to s:gn a LIFFTIME coutract
with FE leaders, to, take care of

-their whole sta.ﬁ, in rgtum for sup-

port of those lo,ea]s that they influ-
ence, at the , forthcoming UAW na-
tional convention. i

Not only is, the staff “llfetlme ” but
the UAW has, to, agsume all the “lia-
bilities” of FE: 'ﬂhls means not .only
their deficit (Addes' only comment
when asked about their status, was
that they are “solvent”), but also
their contracts, and- that means the
FE legal staff and the FE editors.

And on and on. The records of the
division are to, be kept within the
division, the records of the FE locals
are. tg be kept within, their locals.
The d:roctor, being in complete
charge—(thzt is a hot one, because
no one in the UAW could ever get
that much power)—forwards to the
mternpthna.l the per capila, payment
and there is no way of checkmg if,
the membership figures are padded.
On finances, they are to use up “as
nearly as possible” the amount of the
income in per capita payments from
the industry or division. As nearly as
possible—to Stalinist bureaucrats!

Without even an audit Addes
agreed to “assume all the assets (sic!)
liabilities, debts, wages, coniracts
() ete., of FE-CIO which have been
accumulated or incurred in the, past
or WHICH MAY BE ACCUMULAT-
ED OR INCURRED UP TO THE
ACTUAL DATE OF THE MERGER
OF THE TWO ORGANIZATIONS.”
Then, in case they have leff any-
thing out, there is a provision to
amend this proposal by a joint com-
mittee of Addes men and FE men,
Subject to whose approval, they do
not specify.

That in the main is the document.
Everyone who can possibly get hold
of it should read it through. It is a
cynical, “smart maneuver” of the
Addes majority on the board, who,
afraid of being licked at the Novem-
ber convention, will make any deal
even though it basically attacks the
organizational structure of the union,

Addes counts on a fast voie—a

referendum of locals, in the summer,
to begin by July 15.'In his letter to
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the locals he writes much about the
absolute necessity of unity in this
field, He forgets that this plan will
not -glve any semblance of unity. The
"FE DI\ELSION” will: be, an sutono-
mous UNION WITHIN A UNION. It
will. have ITS press, and ITS execu-
tive board. It will in no way help
solve. the ecomnmp prnblems of: the
mdus,try, because the first jab oz the
Stalinists after merger . will be to
conduct. a war io the finish against
any possible  opposition, that exists
within this setup. (Can anyone in hijs
right, mind forget, the, method of: op-
eration_these people, ysed. aga.mst the
McCormlck and. Ca.terpﬂlar plam
leaderships?)

The workers in the plants under
FE's jurisdiction and the workers

under UAW contracts sincerely want
unity. The past period of contractual
negotiations has once again posed the
absolute necessity of workers’ unity,
not only of the CIO. forces, but of
the AFL locals.also. The bosses are
the only onés who benefit by this
division.

The aluminum workers and the
steel workers united by a convention
decision of both organizations. We

must approach this sithation in the,

same way. The forthcoming UAW
convention must take a defermined
stand for a real, HEALTHY merger.
Meanwhile all UAW militants must
attend ‘their next, membership meet-
ing and help deteat this attempt to
strangle bureaucratically the agri-
cultural )mplementb workers.

His Plan Won't
i Provide Healthy
FE- UAW Unity

TR
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By GERALD McDERMOTT

CLEVELAND, June 21—A family
which laboriously built a fine home,
well furnished; carefully locked and
fully insured, and then.put no roof
on it would be pretty foolish.

If they knew it needed a roof,
knew how to build a roof, talked:
about building a roof, and STILL
didn't build one, they would be more
foolish, than ever.

The ILGWU. convention meeting
in Cleveland as this is written is in
just that kind of a situation. The
Ladies Garment Werkers have a, fine
ECONOMIC: union—well organized,
awell run and weel heeled. But they
have no POLITICAL roof over their
heads, and the anti-labor .storms
breaking loose in Washington can
ruin all they have bujll.

A CIO unionist would find the pic-

Reuther Forces Win at State CIO Meet

By WALTER JASON
DETROIT, June 21—In many respects
the Michigan state CIO convention
held “here" last” week- resembled the,
1946 gathering. The. pro - Reuther
forces won all posts by roughly 2,200
votes to 1,800 votes for the anti-Reu-
ther caucus. Walter.P. Reuther, UAW-
CIO president, was the big influence
in the so-called “right wing” caucus.
Supporters of George Addes, UAW-
CIO secretary-treasurer, Richard T.
Legnard, R. J, Thomas and the Sta-
linists formed the “left wing” bloc.
QOver 76 per cent of the delegates
came from the auto workers’ union.
But the copvention had many dis-
tinguishing features to provide a sub-
stantial hams for a comparative anal-
ysis of the two conventions, and the
two fact10ns

STALINIST ISbUE

At this year's conveniion it was a
debatable question whether the in-
fluence of Reuther over many dele-
gates won Victory for the “right
wing” or if the disgraceful and dis-
ruptive tactlcﬁ of the Stalinists lost
for the “left wing.” Certainly, Reu-
ther hdsnt advanced anything new
in. program in the past year. He gave
the convention his usual analysis of
the social problems of today. He ad-
vocated, nationalization of the steel
and housing industries but he evaded
carefully any dlscusslom of the kind
of political action needed to bring
lasting results to the labor movement.

In the “right wing” caucus, Emil
Mazey, regional co-director of the
big. East Side district, spoke for the
Labor Party. He was well received.
On the convention floor, ong dele-
gate, Doris Fishman, of the Euhlic
Workers Union, gave a hard-hitting
talk. for the Labor l?a.rty But, the
Reuther-dominated Resolutions Com-
mittee supported a miserable third
party, resolution, which was over-
whelmmgly adopted even though it
contained, a section excluding tnta.li-
tarian qlqr_ngnts from this party, The
Stalinists were too busy trying to
make personal attacks on Gus Schol-
le, re-elected. as president, to put up
any serious discussion for their
“broad coalition of labor.-liberal
forces” clap-trap or totalitarianism.

Last year the “left wing” tied the
conventfon in knots on points of or-
der, challenges on credentials and
other organizational procedures. This
year, a wild attempt by Yale Stuart,
Stalinist hatchetman, to make a cou-
ple of speeches after the convenuon
had voted to proceed with tha next
order of business, brought a, tanse
situation. Stuart and his cohorts ac-
tually tried to jam th.e stage with
supporters, grab the microphone and
take over. Between the efforts of
some husky sergeants-at-arms and
the™ realization that this disruptive
tactic was antagonizing the vast ma-
jority of delegates, the Stalinists re-
treated and, the convention went on.
During the discussion on political
action, Stuart again tried his stunt

and again the’ conventmn was dis-
rupied from discussing the issue at
hand.

Of cqurse, these incidents intensi-
fied discussion on one of the major
off - the - convention - floor issues. It
was the Communist (Stalinist) Party.
On the first day, a bitter exchange
between Stuart and Scholle brought
charges of red- baltmg against Schol-
le, and “rule or ruin” policy on the
part of the Stalinists. As a result, on
Monday night, Reuther appeared be-
fore his caucus and presented his
full views on the problem of the
Stalinists. '

He defended, the right of anyone
wlt any pohtucal views to function
in the unions, but he: vigorously de-
nounced the policies of the Stalinists.
He warned the delegates that the
main goal of the Stalinist bloc was
to seize control of the state CIO ap-
paratus as a springboard for action
to dominate the UAW-CIO. His only
statement about Scholle and Hopkins,
the incumbents, was lo wurge their
re-election as a means of blocking the
Stalinist drive for power.

In passing, Reuther also warned he
would fight “ACTU or anyone else
who tried to take oveér.” Of course,
Reuther reviewed the CP flip-flops
on domestic and foreign policy, and
did a devastating job. The only point
he made on his foreign policy views
was: “Personally, I am against Stand-
ard Oil dominating the Middle East
and I am against Stalin domma{mg
it.”

Scholle repeated what Philip Mur-
ray, president of the CIO, recently
said about the Stalinists, and his
speech was packed with overtones
of red-baiting. Later in the conven-
tion, a resdlution incorporating the
national CIO statement of policy on
the Communist Party was brought
before the Resolutions Committee
for adoption. But Emil Mazey con-
vinced the committee to drop it as
it would lead to red-bditing and fur-
ther confusing the issues at the con-
vention. '

The “left wing” caucus pulled a
.very obvious stunt; of red-baiting the
Reuther caucus, but it boomeranged.
A leaflet was passed, out on: the last
day of. the convention showirgg a pho-
tostatic copy of a printer’s bill for
the Socialist Party and paid, for by
the Michigan CIO. Council. This was
supposed to prove that the Reuther
wing was dominated by “Socialists.”
In fact, the candidate of the “left
wing” for secretary-ireasurer was a
former, supporter of Scholle, who was
quoted: throqg]lol.lt the conyention as
“breaking with Scholle. beca.u_sq he
had too many dampn Socialists around,
him.” The individual; was John Skroe-
ki, former vice - president. of .the
Michigan CIO.

‘Naturally, a delegate asked Barney
Hopkins, the secretary-treasurer, if
he had paid that bill. Hopkins re-
plied: “Yes. We paid that bill as in-
dicated, The trouble with the leaflet
¥s that, it doesn’t explain what that
bill was about.” ' '

The Michigan CIO Council had
paid printing bills for many liberal-
labor organizations for FEPC peti-
tions "during the big campaign last
fall for a state FEPC law. It had fa-
cilitated the work of ‘the drive. This
explanation was not challenged by
the Stalinists, and embarrassed. sorhe
of the Negro supporters of the “left
wing” caucus.

NEGRO, QUESTION

Another major issue at this con-
ventien was the Negro question. Be-
fore the convention, a disgraceful
attack was made at Dodge Local 3,
UAW-CIO, by supporters of the."left
wing” against the “right wing” slate
because it had. three Negroes on il.
“Left wing” forces used the vilest
Jim Crow arguments..

At the convention, on the third
day, a parade of Negro delegates sup-
porting the “left wing,” packed the
speakers’ platform, carrying signs,
demanding a Negro executive vice-
president of the state CIO Council.
1t was during the report of the Con-
stitution Committee. Stalinist spokes-
men heatedly demanded. that Ne-.
groes be given represeniation in a
poliecy-making position.

The first spea.ker'against this pro-
posal was the first vice- president of
the Michigan CIO Council. “I have
never been elected to any post in my
local union except. on.merit. L think

I hold this job on meml; and, I want,

to, be re-elected on my merit as a
union man,” The speaker was Bill
Humphries, of Muskegon, a Negro!
Incidentally, he was re-elected. Other
Negro supporters of the Reuther cau-
cus spoke in a similar vein, As a re-
sult, the Stalinists withdrew the pro-
posal, claiming they were really
fighting only for an executive vice-
president.

FAILS TO ME‘ET CHALLENGE

* What did this convention accom-.

plish? It failed to meet the challenge
of the crisis before the labor move-
ment. In this connection, the alleged
“left wing” again demonstrated its
total bankruptey. (They never can
attack any. programmatic speech Reu-
ther makes, for as cautious as he has
become, he is still miles ahead of
them.) The “left wing” remains an
unholy alliance of ignorant bureau-
crats like R. J. Thomas, conserva-
tives like Richard T. Leonard, ca-
reerists like George Addes, and some
red-baiters, all of whom go along
with the Stalinist political line in
exchange for organizational support.
Few people are as uncomimla‘ble
these days as Léonard, who as head
of the PAC.in the UAW-CIO, must
go along with Philip Murray in his
pro-Truman policy, while the pow-
erful Ford Local 600, dominated by
Stalinists, goes pro-Wallace. Is he
sweating? '

In the Reuther, tendency, Walter
Reuther, dominates. all policies or
lack thereof, Reuther  deliberately
provides room, for divergent views on.
political questions in his cajpcus, La-

A bor lga._rt.y:. agitatimi- «of_one. k@qq or

another always features big Reuther
caucus meetings before conventions. .
Emil Mazey, Reuther's most, progres:

sive assoc:ate (he is more progressive
by far than Reuther), is distinguished

in the. UAW-CIO, top leadership. by
his persistent pro-Labor, Party views.

The. conservative Wing of the Reuther
tendency is ACTU, whose views we
outlined in last week’s LABOR AC-
TION. Gus Scholle, head of the
Michigan CIO, fits into the conserva-
tive side of this picture,

But the Reuther tendency, with all
its weaknesses and contradictions, de-
serves support not merely because it
contains pro-Labor Party groupings
and provides elbow room for discuss-
ing important issues before the labor
movement. Above all, what is deci-
sive is that there are elements in the
Reuther tendency who understand
that labor’s fight must go beyond a
struggle for wages, embrace a broad-
er social outlook, as was indicated in
the program that the Workers Party
hailed as the GM Program for wage
increases without price incredses.

Every important. crisis facing the
UAW-CIO demonstrated this. Last
week’s LABOR ACTION article on
the question of the FE-UAW mer-
ger proposal, once again proved this.
The place for all militants in the
UAW -CIO is within the Reuther
caucus fighting for the Labor Party,
and a contmuatwn of the sound, pro-
gressive union policies, that built the
UAW-CIO.
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Milwaukee Judge
Sentences Local 248
Leaders to Jail
MILWAUKEE — Another blow was
delivered to the trade union move-
ment by the boss courts when Judge
Roland J. Steinle sentenced 22 mem-
bers of Allis-Chalmers Local 248,
UAW-CIO, to terms of three and
five months incarceration for violat-
ing an injun®ion against mass pick-
eting. i

The Judge sentenced Robert: Buse,
the president, and two other Execu-
tive Board members to five months
in the House: of Correction; and 19
other members to three months. The
ceniral: theme of the:.74-page deci-
sion was- that. “nothing constructive
was done by. the officers. or ‘members
of Local 248 to prevent. thé unlaw-
ful action of the pickets,”

The case is an oulgrowth. of the
Allis - Chalmers strike of- last year
which was bungled. hy the Stalinists.
The Milwaukee labor movement has
suffered considerably.as a result.

However, this is a case that can
wake up the labor movement. The
CIO Council and the Milwaukee
RFL Central Labor body- must unite
and meet this threat with a show of.
strength, They must put aside. their
antagonism against the Stalipists and
realize that many good an{i-CPE.mil-
itants are alsg going to jail.

ILGWU Leaders Skirt
litical Acﬂon Need

ture presented by the ILGWU con-
vention not a little startling, Nine
hundred delegates are present for a
convention lasting half a month in
Cleveland's mammoth public audi-
torium. The delegates— many with
wives or husbands along — are in the
better hotels and well dressed.

Then, at the opening session, a con-
cert by Metropolitan Opera stars
brought from New York was in-
cluded. Two days later, the dele-
gates attended a private concert .for
which the entire Cleveland  Sym-
phony was hired. The next.day, they
recessed for a pleasure cruise on
Lake Erie to a vacation resort, Cedar
Point, in a chartered. boat. )

It is all the more siTrprising to see
a convention spend money like this
when you remember that the power-
ful .Auto Workers have been on the
verge of bankruptey for months.

Not that one can object to a labor
orgamzatlon sponsoring and partici-
pating in some of the good things
usually reserved for the capitalists.
In and of themselves, these projects
were good.

There were other good signs. The
presence of Negro delegates and, Jap-
anese - Americans. at the convention
shows that the ILGWU has learned
a lot about labor solidarity. The large

number of Jewish trade unionists.
present would provrde_' a sobering
lesson for those mijsguided workers
whe, think that all Jews are well-tp-
do. And the vi51t to the conveulion
by two spokesmen of the Italian la-
borsmovemeni{—NMaftteo Matteottl and
Giuseppe Saragat—is a welcome in-
ternationalist note,

But the depressing thing is that
this obviously well organized union
is proceeding as if it existed in the
best of all possible worlds. The hard
fact is that the garment workers are
taking no steps to protect what they
have built and won. '

RELIANCE ON TRUMAN

An examination of the political ap-
proach of the ILGWU shows this
clearly., President David Dubinsky,
in his opening address, spoke of “in-

.dependent liberal action” and of or-:

ganizing millions of labor voters into
“cohesive forces working together
with the liberal,
fessional and small business groubs
all over the country.” BUT, watery
as these phrases may be, Dubinsky
advised this ONLY if Truman ap-
proved the Taft-Hartley bill. In short,
Dubinsky's talk—he proposed no ac-
tion—is only a very weak club held
over the heads of capltahst poht;-
cians. . St

Then, as if to assure his capltahst
political friends that he was really

still a good fellow, Dubinsky rushed,

- to.the defense of American imperial-
ism, Bitterly, he attacked Henry Wal-
lace for even hinting that American
foreign policy was imperialist or
aimed at world domination.

As if to highlight the futility of
his political approach, Dubinsky put
forward a program of sorts.

The program included price slash-
es, spread of the recent 15 cent raise,
a higher. minimum wage, increosed
unemployment compensation, con-
tinued rent control, a federal hous-
ing program, crop insurance, control
of speculation in farm lands, and so
on, It is good to see the labor move-
ment concerned with broad political
issnes like this, and no werker could
object to the program, '

But WHO is going to carry it out?
The program is POLITICAL. Can
Dubinsky furn to the Republican&

whom he correctly characterizes as

“the willing tools of high finance
these many years”? Or {o the very
Democrats who scrapped price con-
trol, secured anti-strike injunctions,
broke two.national strikes, and have
a sour record on every other point?-
How long is. Dubinsky going to wait
before he begins DOING something
about independent political action?
Or, more properly, how long. are the
rank and file of the ILG going to
wait before they FORCE Dubinsky
to do something or get out. That is
the ecrucial question before the next
week of the convention. We will re-
port on it next week.

Complaint and Reply
On Palestine Article

Dear Editor:

Allow me to correct an error in
the editorial revision of my article
of last week on “Jews Will Gain
Nothing from Russian About-Face.”

The article at present reads “The
beginning of wisdom in the Palestin-
ian~ question is the recognition not
only of the national rights of both
Jews and Arabs, but above all in-
dependence of the country before
any sound and lasling steps can be
taken in Arab- Jewish relations.”

That is not what I wrote, places
the cart before the horse,”and is en-
tlrely wrong.

As Gromyko stated, “everybody” is
for independence. The Revisionists
want a Jewish provisional govern-
ment immediately. The Mufti wants
an Arab state immediately, The Zion-
ist leaders want an, immediafe. inde-
pendent state in a. partmoned Pales-

tine, The. Socialist Workers Party
wants immediate independence with
no immigration.

The question is how to get inde-
pendence . and. what kind. of inde-
pendence it will be. We say not by
reliance on any imperialism. Good.
How, then? By Arab-Jewish unity?
How is this unity to be achieved?

The SWP says by. “complete sac-
rifice” of all Jewish rights. The Hash-
omer Hatzair says by political parity,
the Zionist leaders say by the Arabs.
accepting them as benefactors. The
Mufti says by the Jews remaining as
a denationalized minority. The Marx-
ists say by recognizing the national
rights of both Jews and Arabs.

For the Jews at present, national
rights mean, above all, free immi-

‘gration to save thousands of Jews

from rotting to death, and to live as
a nation—in an independent Pales-
tine.

For the Arabs it means national
freedom and. a democratic majority
in an independent, Palesting. =

No! “Sound a_ﬁd 'last_ing steps. in

Jewish relationships” is not some-
thing that will come after, indepen-
dence. It will only come about in
the course of the struggle for inde-
pendence. The Jews cannot win real
independence without the aid of the
Arabs. The Arabs cannot win inde-
pendence without the aid of the
Jews. The Marxists have the job of
winning over the Arab AND Jew-
ish workers to this point of view.
Fraternally,
Al Findley.

P.S—As a result of: poor sentence
structure in one of my previous arti-
cles, I gave the wrong impression that
S. Israeli, Palestinian correspondent
of The Forward, is editor of the Bul- |
letin of the Council for Arab-Jewish
Cooperation. He is not.
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We_ think - Comrade Fmdley is
squeezing a point which does not
really, exist, if we understand his let-
ter corr,actly Naturally, we. take re-

"

sponsibility for the editorial correc-
tion made, but it does not, as Find-
ley believes, place the cart before
the horse. For the article as editori-
ally amended, states that the begin-
ning of wisdom on this question is
the “recognition” of the mnatipnal
rights of both Arabs and Jews and
the necessity for independence, “be-
fore any sound and lasting steps can
be taken in Arab-Jewish relations.”
This does not mean that indepen-
dence must be achieved first before
anything can be. done in direction,
but it does mean that before “any
sound and lasting steps can be taken,”
this much has to be recognized, and.
not merely that, but fought for. That
is what is meant by recognition and,
it implies struggle and the establish-
ment of harmonious relations in this.
struggle. Our position on the right
of free immigration is too well known'
to repeat it here.

It is not true that “everybody™ is
for independence; many, are, but only.
we are ior it comp]etely on the ba51s

of full economie, political and social
rights for the two populations, free
of any ties with British imperialism.
That includes the right of free im-
migration.

While we do not agree with the
SWP on the Palestinian question,
particularly their utterly contradic-
tory position against free immigra-
tion to Palestine, and while their.
concrete program for that country is.
faulty and falsely motivated, it is
wrong, as the letter states, that they.
want “complete sacrifice” of all' Jew-
ish rights. We assume this to be a
polemical exaggeration on the part
of Comrade Findley. e
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Whither PAC?

There s as yet no word on what the CIO’s
Political Action Committee proposes to do now
that the Taft-Hartley Bill has been voted into
law. However, the evidence at hand indicates that
it will do nothing but continue its reprehensible
policy of serving the' Democratic Party machine.

Recently, having all but disappeared after the
last national elections, PAC came to life again
with a “Dollar Campaign,” Every CIQO member
was asked to contribute a dollar to promote the
activities of PAC.

A dollar for genuine political labor action
would indeed be a dollar well spent. Were. it de-
signed to start labor on the road of real political
independence, then we would applaud it, encourage
it, urge workers to oversubscribe their quota.

But as we saw, and see, it, the dollar is in-
tended solely to back the campalgn activjties of
various capitalist politicians in the Democratic
and Republican camps who are presumably
“friends of labor.” Few more invidious phrases
have been coined than that one, “friends of
labor”—*“friends” who répresent the capitalist
class, the ENEMY of labor.

A dollar, to elect Truman who broke two na-
tional strikes, who reinstituted government by in-
junction is a dollar that is more than wasted. A
dollar to elect any of the capitalist politicians,

of them, is a dollar used
AGAINST our interests. .

There are differences, to be sure, among the
capitalist politicians. Some are more liberal, some
more reactionary. But none of them represent, or
CAN represent, our class, the working class.

Read. PAC publicity, I#'s revolting. We have on

our desk the "PAC Pipeline," a newsletter issued
by the central office of PAC. It is composed of tid-
bits and m_unit_les, and not in a single line does it
speak the need or the possibility of real, militant,

* independent political action. Not by. a line. does it.

teach class independence. Its content establishes
that all Republicans. (with the exception of Wayne
Morse), and some Dempcrats like Pass-the-biscuits
O'Daniel are scoundrels who must be defeated,
while the others must be helped to victory.

If ever the futility and viciousness of this

" attitude needs demonstration, it was demonstrated

by the series of events that led up to the voting
of the Taft-Hartley Bill. The situation presses
urgently for a LABOR PARTY. PAC fiddles
around with capitalist politicians who are “for”
labor (so long as labor keeps “its place,” and
turns out the vote), chaining labor to the endless
and wearying merry-go-round of choosing be-
tween one set of utter scoundrels and another set
of palatable scoundrels.

There isn’t a one of them that labor should
support. Not the best of them! For, good, bad or
indifferent, they are agents of the employers, the
men who own the factories, mills and mines in
which labor works.

The CIO is the organization of. some millions
of workers who have formed unions, weapons of
economic independence. PAC is an arm of the CIO,
Yet it does not duplicate in the political field what
the unions do in the .economic. field. Any man who
proposed that the head of General Motors or his,
agent be elected to .a post.in the auto workers
union would af the very least be sent o a psy-
chiatrist. Why should it be different in polihcs.

Our aim must be to organize ourselves as a
class politically as well as economically, with the
aim of establishing our own government, A
WORKERS' GOVERNMENT. PAC is not doing
that now. It is doing the eontrary. But, if PAC
is truly an instrument of the CIO, then the mem-
bers of the CIO CAN do something about chang-

ing the nature of the PAC.

TURN PAC INTO A LABOR PARTY! To
achieve that goal every union man should stand
ready to contribute as many dollars as are neces-
sary! ' :

Third-Partyism

The passage of the Taft-Hartley anti-labor
bill, despite a veto by the President, contains a
political lesson that the labor movement would do
well never to forget: it was a bill sponsored by
big. business; it was passed by a big business
congress; it defied the will, of tens of millions of
working men and women of this eountry.

The action wus another demonstration Illci' la-

bor cannot ﬁghi’ only an economic battle as long. -

as government remains in the hands of big, business
and its political parties, the Republican and Demo-
cratic, so long. as the political machinery of the
land. is. in_the hands of capitalism's loyal, servants,
lahor's economic pawer and. victories are lost on
the politjcal front. The only way in which labor. can,
fortify its economic gains and win new ones is to
coordinate its economic might with its: potential

pelitical might and, wrest political power from big
busingss.

The establishment of an independent labor
party with a militant labor program to represent
the interest of the -majority of the people is a
long felt need in this country. Instead, the mag-
nificent economie organization and power of the
workers is dissipated by the age-long- policy of
the labor officialdom ‘of supporting one or the
other of the capitalist political parties and their
candidates, The sharpest comment we could make
on this.score is that Representative Fred A.
Hartley, Jr., co-author of the present bill, was
endorsed by William*Green, president of the AFL,
and supported by that organization in the last
elections! This is merely one example among
many similar ones all over the country, initiated:
by the AFL and the CIO, by liberals of one stripe
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or another, -and also the Stalinist Communist
Party during the many twistings and turnings of
its policies in the interests of Stalinist Russia.

More recently, talk of a “third party”. has
gained momentum. The passage of the Taft-
Hartley Bill pmduced more of 'such talk. A
“third” party in the minds of its sponsors would
not be an independent party of labor and the peo-
ple at large. No, it would be a third CAPITAL-
IST party, more “liberal” to be sure (whatever
that may mean), but a capltahst party neverthe-
less. It would bc composed, in the minds of its
sponsors, of those “true Ilbera]s"’m the Repub-
lican and Democratic partied, the “independent”
supporters of both parties, the. great minds of
the liberal New York Nation and the half-liberal,
half-Stalinist New Republic under the editorship
of mankind’s new, but utterly confused and un-
principled Messiah, Henry A. Wallace.

This conglomeration of confusion is united on
only one idea: to make this rotten, decaying, profit,
system more effective, more we.rkable. more human,
more tolerable, mere liberal, more iruly in the in-
terests of the common man. They would try to
square the profit system, private ownership of the
means of life, the monopolization of wealth, with
a ‘decent, human life—but without changing one
fundamental characteristic of the presenf system of
exploitation.
=  The irresponsible Walldce talks incessantly
about bolting the Democratic Party and creating
a third party. The Stalinist dominated Progres-
sive Citizens of America, chief supporters of Wal-
lace, now threaten again the formation of a third
party on the ground that President Truman went
to a ball game after his veto message and failed
to carry his ggng behind him to support the veto.
And although it does not come out for a third
party now directly, it sounds a warning by in-
nuendo, saying: “The failure of the Democratic
Party to defeat the Taft-Hartley Bill may well
mark a turning point, not only in the history of
American labor, but in the history of Anierican
political parties as well.”

But the strongest force behind the agitation
for a third party is the vulgar, unprincipled agent
of the Kremlin, the misnamed Communist Party
of the U. 8. A. Naturally, it is trying to make as
much capital. out of the present situation as it
can. Its purpose in sponsoring a third party as
against a labor party truly representative of the
masses, is that a third party could corral a seg-
ment of capitalism within it and thus better serve
the international interests of Stalinist Russia

which relies in its world policies upon the schism

inside the ecapitalist super-structure. As is con-
sistent with Stalinism, it merely plays. around
with the lives and interests of the people.

But it is necessary to say now, to. the entire
labor movement; the third party scheme is a fraud
and deception of the working class and the people
as a whole. There is no other political way out. of
the present situation, at this stage of development
in the United States, but through the. organization
of a party of labor, representing the .whole of
American society, against the parties of. capital-
ism, the parties of big business gnd. of profits. A
labor party, is one -means by which a genuine po-
litical differentiation in the nation is possible, as

.well as a clear struggle in behalf of the masses

against the private interests of a tiny minority of
wealthy industrialists and financiers.

The fight for a genuine party of labor means
a fight against a spurious third. party movement,
against the confusion it would create, and most

important of all against the thousand. and one’

betrayals which it is certain to commit against
the people, especially if its standard bearer is
Henry A. Wallace.

Polish Borders

Our world is so inured to tragedies that it
passes them by as blithely as if they were normal,
expected; quite in the usual order of things. There

is for instance a tragedy taking place in Europ_e
at this very moment which is unreported in the .

capitalist press, but which illustrates to —perfec- g

tion why the domination of Europe by cap:tallsm
and Stalinism leads to catastrophe after catas-
trophe.

By July 1, an additional 400,000 Germuns are
going to be forcibly removed from the "New Wes#~
ern Territories” which the Polish regime has seized
in return for the 'lands it ceded o its Russian mas-
ter. This area from which all Germans have been
and are to be expelled was before the war one of
the richest agricultural centers of Europe; it pro-
vided all of Germany with over 20 per cent of its
foodstuffs. Some eight million Germans lived in it
and tilled its lands.

Now there aire only 400,000 Germans left there
and they are being transported at this very mo-
ment to a Germany "already overerowded and
hungry. They are the last remnant. About a mil-
lion of the old residents have been certified 'as
Poles and allowed to remain. Another four mil-
lion fled the advancing Russian army. Some
2,200,000 have already been deported and -now
these 400,000—WHAT?

The land they are leaving, once rich and fl’:r-t

tile, is at present fallow. Whole villages aban-
doned; no livestock or seed; weeds where once
there was wheat; a scarcity of Polish settlers
take the place of the expelled Germans—this is
the situation,

But the frenzied. nationalism, of the new, Stalinist:
Polish regime is such that it has taken these west-
ern. areas even though it is not in a'positionito use
them properly. That means that Germany, the for-
mer industrial centetr. of Europe, will:not. be able o
use the land for food production; hence part. of the
explanation for. the present food crisis in Germany.
That crisis results in decreased production and in a
whole series of other repercussions which disnrgun-
ize the entire economy.

Multiply the situation on the Polish-German
border by any number of similar situations and
you have the agony and crucifiction of Europe on

. ,the cross of capitalist and nationalist antago-

nisms which force the land to lie fallow and the
people to starve.

WORKERS PARTY
INFORMATION BLANK

I am. interested in. joining the 'Workers Party
of the United States. Will you please send me

i all information as to your Program and how
| can become o member.

' GPU Makes "Jad" Life Easy
For Murderer of Leon Trotsky

On the occasion of the maneuvers
of Doetor Chapa,” the newspapers
published- hundreds of reports dis-
closing the privileges which the GPU
underling, Jacques Mornard (the
man who murdered Trotsky), en-
Joyed in the penitentiary. They re-
port something which is not precise-
ly a secret: that thanks to the power
and money of the GPU, the assassin
of Trotsky has been for a long time
the strong man of the penitentiary,
at times more powerful than the
Penal Director himself,

Mornard ‘did not have a cell (the
entire penitentiary, and even the city
on.some nights, have been his field of
opetations), he afe from the best res-
taurants, has suits, "teachers” of lan-
guages, friends and protectors
{among whom the Doctor Chapa and
the Penal Secretary were the least
significdnt), facilities to circulate
freely in prison and even outside of
it, private feasts and even bacchanals,
conjugal visits with every sort of per-
son, freedom to interview anyone who
wanted to see him and at whatever
hour he wished, the visitors' list well
filled and even a title of professor of
alphabetization (orthography) and a
post, Assistant of: the Deputy of the
Department of Social Prevention of
the Secretary of Government (the
Dr. Chapa, surely!); furthermore, a
retinue of assassins no less "assist-
ants" ‘of the doctor and a virtual
army of agents from whom he re-
ceived fidelity and reverence.

Accordingly the press reports that
never before was there a prisoner in
the Penitentiary of the Federal Dis-
trict who enjoyed major privileges
and who made a show of so much
money and political influence. There-
fore it is understood that the Peni-
tentiary of D. F. has been for the
Stalinist assassin merely a place of
refuge to protect his precious exist-
ence. It is natural that all these
privileges would end by inciting the
hatred of the majority of the in-
mates which, spontaneously or not,
burst forth in recent days. But noth-
ing in this story wag a secret. Why,
then, in apparent surprise, do the
newspapers now discover the news

of the privileges for Trotskys as-
sassin?

The Doctor Esther Chapa is with-
out doubt a miserable servant of the
GPU; but we cannot 'concede great
importance to the Stalinist family.
The Secretary of the Penitentiary
himself, José Farah, of whom it was
said that he is the medium through
whom Mornard receives the orders
of Stalin, is in reality nothing but a
simple instrument which is left vis-
ible in' order to conceal forces a
thousand times more powerful, A
complete investigation of the prepa-
ration and realization of the assassi-
nation of Trotsky and of the protee-
tion of, the assassin will uncover a
monstrous mechanism in which the
high functionaries of the govern-
ment, of today and yesterday, will
reveal its repugnant face entirely.

The press scandal around Mor-
nard fits in with the plans of Yan-
kee propaganda against Russia. In
this sense, we Trotskyists are the
first to be pr epared against the con-
fusion, ’

WHY THE PRESS CAMPAIGN

Neither the government nor: the
capitalist press are ignorant of the
princely life of the agent of Stalin.
If now they write pages disclosing
these privileges it is simply to utilize
the repugnant assassin in the cam-
paign against Moscow. But the bour-
geois press identifies the erimes of
Stalin with communism, because it
tries to deprecate not the traitorous
bureaucracy of the Kremlin, but the
revolutionary ideas of the interna-
tional proletariat.

We are not ignorant of the fact
thdt the assassin Mornard can be con-
verted into a valuable hostage in the
hands of the Yankee police. And in
virtue of this, the effort o Stqlin to
secure the flight or the assassination
of his agent is not diminishing. But we

can affirm that if Stalin had wanted

to assussiaaip Mornard or to lead him,
on to the road of flight, he would
have been able to do it with the
greatest impuml‘y The fun:!ionui’ies
of the government themselves, who
have filled the days of the assassin

with ¢ase’ and pleusurq. are able o
free him or fe assassinate him, For
this reason, we do not believe ﬂlol
the doctor and such as Farah had of
necessity to I’urnish a “scandal. The
coffers of Moscow are Not exhausted
and the Mexican func_honuries are nof
too dear.

It is not necessary to forget that
in the goverhment of Aleman there
are installed in the high places not
a few Stalinists: we cite, for exam-
ple, Perez Martinez, the' Minister of
Government; Mario Souza, the Chief
of the Agrarlan Department; Ger-
man Parra, the Subsecretary of the
National Economy, and even the con-
fidential Alejandro Carrillo, Secre-
tary of the Central Department. As
one sees, Stalin does not exactly lack
agents on high.

If indeed North American impe-
rialism challenges Stalin with Mor-
nard, it is not diseounted that Stalin
will 1eav_e Mornard on top of the
table as a proof that lis aggressive
plans against Wall Street are not so
dangerous nor so decisive mor so
short term. But, in any case, the role
of Mornard is important and the
working class has the obligation to
take a position in this respect.

We do. not take seriously any of
the affirmations of the mercenary

ress which is Qprmkhng incense in
the “moralizing” labor of the new
Prccurator In bourgeois Justlce, the

“moralization” has a price—maxi-
mum in the case of Mornard. The
revolutionary workers know that the
only justice which can be effective
against the assassin of Trotsky is
the justice of the working class. Late
or early, Jacques. Mornard will have
to appear before the revolutionary
tribunal, as will the Cain of the
Kremlin if he does not have the good
fortune to die in time. The Mexican
Stalinist participants in the crime
will not be an exception. The grim
Siquelros and his gangsters can still
walk freely through the streets, but
in the end, they will not escape.

Translated from
—LucHA OBRERA,
Mexico City.
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Motorcade A Dismal Failure

Si'allmsl'-Led CaraVnn No Substitute for Real March on Wcshmgfon

Spec:al to Labor Action

By DON MURRAIN
And MEG TYLER

WASHINGTON -— After months of
post-card, petition and advertising
campaigns, and one week before the
Taft-Hartley Bill went fo the White
House for signature or veto, wold,
or rather. whisper, filtered through
the country that some labor action
had started against thc machinations

'_ of Congress.

A car cavalcade. was started in

% Los Angeles, by the introduction of

a resolution in the Central Trades

& Labor Council. by the AFL Retail
Clerks, to have a March on Washing-
Yton, Fellowing this, the CIO Council

held a hasty meeting—not attended
1 by most of the important CIO unions
—and joined with the AFL to send a
40-car caravan, Word was sent ahead
and. others joined from va,rmus paris
of the country.

Here was an opportumty for the
AFL and CIO leaders to reverse
their do-nothing policy and rally the

.entire labor movement to a March

on Washington of tens of thousagpds
to demand the defeat of the anti-
labor bill. Only such an action of
aroused workers —a “bonus march”
on a grander scale— would have
scared the puppets of big business.
Instead, this movement was allowed
to degenerate into an affair of the
so-called “left wing” (Stalinist led)
which mustered, at most, 1,500 peo-
ple. Among these there was just a
sprinkling of " auto workers, steel
workers and other members of other
large unions,

LOBBYING GETS MONOTONOUS

These 1,500 arrived in Washington
for the purpose of Ilobbying, in
groups of five, to put pressure on
Congressmen and Senators. This was
soon found to be ineffective as in
most cases the worthy legislators re-
fused even to see the delegations.
The small groups of five in the main
reached only the secretaries. Those
that had a little more luck and did
manage to corner a Congressman or
Senator had liltle efféct. Ohe could
well see these siocoges of big business
saying: “Just a bunch of Reds—
Wouldn’t vote for me anyhow—
What's a few people down here—No
large section of labor is aroused.”

Many - delegates became disgusted
very early. “What's the use of spend-
dng. all this time and money?—We
aren’t accomplishing anything—This
costs. dough and is getting monoto-
nous,” were comments frequently
heard, Your LABOR ACTION re-
porters found unanimous agreement
when they said: “What we need here
is at least 50,000 and no begging., We
should  barge in with thousands and
tell ’em what we want.” General
agreement also greeted: “What we
need. is our own guys up here. We
should have an Independent Labor
Party.”

Timed to meet this growing disil-

lusionment and the beginning of a
drift back home was a pep and politi-
cal rally Wednesday night. The meet-
ing was led off by Senator Taylor
from Idaho, who spoke 55 minutes
on his personal history and ended—
with a song. In between the prattle
were a few tidbits against the worst
aspects of capitalism and some or-
ganizational lessons on how to out-
pappy Pappy O’Daniel. Taylor was
followed by Congressman Holilfield
of California, who gave a straight

Stalinist line, ‘He blamed the work-

ers for not electing more liberals!
The delegates of this supposed grass
roots movement of rank and file
workers. were chastised by a peda-
gogue from the Democratic Party for
not being enthusiastic in the last
elections! Then, with a warning of
coming fascism and that unions
would be smashed because the work-
ers did not vote for more liberals—
liberal Democrats—he instructed the
audience to rectify these mistakes in
’48. The hall, being well packed with
Stalinists, instead of genuine rank
and file militants, gave this vicious
dribble a tremendous ovation.

DRIBBLE AND MORE DRIBBLE

Congresswoman Gahagan (Douglas)
ended her short talk with one worth-
while note. She said. a much weaker
labor movement survived the goons
and the scabs of the 20s and that the
movement now would not be beaten
by a punitive law.

The keynote speech, laying down
the Stalinist line, was given by Marc-
antonio, who besides a few flourishes

-reminiscent of the third period—such

as “The solidarity of the international
working class will meet American
imperialism” and “The foilers are
superior to any other class”—said: “If
Truman doésn’t veto the Slave Labor
Bill with a strong message a new po-
litical party will arise.”

Senator Pepper ended the meeling
with a detailed analysis of the bill
and a whitewash of the Democratic
Party. “At least,” said he, “more
Democrats opposed the bill than Re-
publicans.” He was sure that Truman
would veto the ’mll and pleaded for
continued support to the friends of
labor. And he had to plead! After
Marcantonio’s speech the old Stalin-
ist hacks were fired by the ration .of
“radical” lingo. Even they had to be
convinced, for the minute, of the
regular line of supporting “progres-
sive” Democrats and of the theory of
the lesser of two evils.

Thursday saw a parade, the only
highlight of which was the attempt
of the Caravan Committee to remove

posters calling “For 3n Independent

Labor Party” and “For a 24-Hour
Work Stoppage” from a few cars.

The program was ended Friday
with at least half the delegates al-
ready gone home.

STALINIST OBJECTIVES

The big crime, we can see, is the
failure of the labor leaders to have

made thls into a. genuine March on
Wabhmgmn The Stalinists, however,
bear a part of the blame even though
they presumably led the only action,
that occurred at all. First: they did
not prepare for {he cavalcade by any
previous demand in the unions. (So
far as we know, only LABOR AC-
TION and the Workers Party pound-
ed away week after week on the ne-
cessity for a March on Washington.)
Second: they did not notify and pres-
sure any other unions but the ones
they controlled, to go along. Third:
they marched down to Washington
and prepared their program to end
the day of the veto and, thus, had
no detion prepared for the main fight
—which was to sustain the veto.
Fourth: the whole action was only
a slight step beyond the petition
¢ampaign as it did not rely on mass
pressure but insisted on polite lob-
bying contact with Congressmen by
groups of no rore than five,

One can only understand all this
if the objectives of the Stalinists
were: ' '

(1) To utilize the rank and file sen-
timent for actmn to lay the basns for
a third party threat to back up Wal-
lace’s and Pepper’s pressure within
the Demoeratm Party.

(2) To gamer for themselves the
credit of seemingly militant action at
the expense of other groups. and lead-
ers in the labor movement.

But it did not coniribute material-
ly to labor’s fight!

By Leon Trotsky:

' Living Thoughts of Karl -
Marx ....coeveereenenn..$1.50

Stalin (a biography).... 5.00

Cash with orders—We. pay postage
Send for our complete list!

LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE
. 4 Court Sq.,. Long Isl, City 1, N, Y.

New. York Picnic
TIBBETTS BE_0.0K PARK
SUNDAY, JULY 13
10 a.m., Field PP2

last stop and change to Tibbelts
:Brook car. Or take Lexington
 Avenue Woodlawn subway to last
stop and change to bus.

: Games., Nearby swimming facilities
. Refreshments and, food, provided

_:Take Van Cortlandt Park train to |

-

‘Stalinist - police.
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MTYN MASSAGRE

A TRAGEDY
THAT BLEEDS

Ty T |

We herewith present the first part of an articlé
by Comrade Rudzienski whose articlesin LABOR
ACTION and the New Infernafional ‘havé ceonsfii
tuted the principal source of informafion in the
United States on the Polish situation. In the con»
cluding section, which we will present next week,
Rudzienski discusses the résponsibility of the. Bfit
ish imperialists, the scandalous policy of UNRRA;
the role of the government-in-exile and Generdl
Anders staff as "an inferior employee of His Maij:
esty's government," and the duty of cluss’ conscious
workers to voice their protest and support the for-
mation of. the "third front of the World's Soicalist
Revolution."

i L]
By A. RUDZIENSKI 4

There exists wide-spread knowledge of the as-
sassination of 23,000 Polish prls(mers of war,
soldiers and oﬂiccrs, “liquidated” in classic' GPU
manner (a shot in the nape of the neck), in' the
camps of Kozielsk, Starobielsk and Katyn. When
the assassination en masse of these innocent vie-
tims was uncovered, the Russian governmént cate-
gorically denied it, utilizing the oceasion to-break

off relations with the Polish government-in-exile -

in London. The Stalinists—Molotov, Béria, ete.—
denied the assassination, attributing responsibil-
ity to the Germans. But the organ of Marceau
Pivert, “The Masses,” in its February-March
1947 number, reveals that the assistant chief of
the GPU (NKVD) Merkulov, told the puppet
Polish general, Berling, who headed the Stalinist-
Polish army, that the 23,000- prisoners of war
“had been liqguidated through an error.” An error
coldly and deliberately decided upon. An error
that accuses and will continue to accuse the Stal-
in régime until its miserable end. How many hup-
dreds of thousands, how many millions of Rus-
sians, Ukrainians, Jews and Germans have been
liquidated in the same manner as these Polish
prisoners of war? We do not know because no
voice was raised in protest.

“The tragedy of Katyn has beer the fate of the
entire Polish underground. The Warsaw Uprising
was cold-bloodedly handed over to the Nazis sq
that, the Stalinist police might be saved the execui
tioner's job. When the armies of the Russian invader
occupied the ruins of that wasteland which was
once the capital of a nation, the flying squads of
the GPU_ began their laber of persecution, ugqim}
!huf I.Inderground which had %enaciously. fough#
the Nazis for so many years. With Stalin’s army,
the agents, the spies, the persecution ghd dnussini
of the GPU were the first to enter the octupied
cities, towns and vnlluges. Their work had, been, faid
out by the spies of the Stalinist party, wheo long
ago had drawn up the black lists of militanis and
leaders of the Polish Resistance.

The number of political prisoners has reachéd
into the hundreds of thousands. The hangman
Radkiewicz, chief of “Securlty," admltted to the
figure of 80,000 political prisoners in a country
with 24 million inhabitants. Hundreds of thou-
sands have been secretly carried off to forced-

‘labor camps in Russia in the absence of any con-

trol by courts or normal legal procedure. Only
those who joined the illegal armed groups were
able to save themselves from the clutches of the
The Polish Underground: iwas
swept away on two fronts, handed over and sac-
rificed by the “Western Allies” to Stalin in order
to fulfill the imperialist agreements of Yalta and
Potsdam.- Thus did Poland fall subject to the dom-
ination of the Russian congqueror.

Yet there still existed remnants of Polish re-
sistance and independence outside the country, in
the Polish army commanded by Anders, and the
exiled Polish government, based on a coalition of
foyr parties (nationalists, Christians, Peasants,
and Socialists), the ghost of an independent Po-
land that stalked through Stalin’s dream, in-
heritor of the imperialist policies of the Czar.
The Kremlin mobilized all its means of' propa-
ganda, all its lackeys and servitors in order to
present the government of the reformist, Arcis-
zewski (old fighter against the Gzar, and himself
a, worker), as a ‘“fascist” government; and the
Polish army which fought on all fronts against
the Nazis, from Norway to Africa and Italy,
which fought in Holland, Belgium and France, as
“fascist condottiere.”

I know, dear readers, that I touch upon a

ddngewus and unrewarding theme, because
the Left is still in the habit of viewing these
events through the spectacles. of Stalinist propa-
ganda. Nevertheless, I cannot abstain from. deal-
ing with this problem, In its large majority,
Ander’s Polish army is composed of those deport-
ed by Stalin after the Russian invasion of Po-
land in 1939. These hostages and political prison-
ers, condemned to déath in Stalin’s foreed labor
camps, are in the main the humble Polish work-
ers and peasants, as well as the intellectuals, of
Eastern Poland, who would never have gotten out
had it not bcen for Stalin’s pressmg need, after
the German invasion of 1941, to sign a Polish-
Russian pact in 1942, to secure the alliance of
Poland and England. i

The vanguard of these men is compond of the
militants of the Polish Socialist Party (PPS); the
unigns, and the Peasant Party, as well.as many,_ ex-
communists who were as a rule condemned. fo
forced labor by the GPU. Another important sec-
tion is made up of the Jewish soldiers, many -ex-

g me'mhers of the Bund and other Jewish parties, as

well as a high percentage of Ukrainians. and White
Russians, Polish citizens' who entered the Polish
army to escape the Stalinist inferno and:return to
their homes and lost land. The remainder is coms
posed of Polish Pomeranians and Silesians, pressed
into the German army, and. the. Poles deported. fnr
forced labor into Germany and Western Euro
whom the Stalinist press shqmullzes as “Volks.
deutsches” (converted Germans); finally, there urez
the Polish miners of France and Belgium and the,
emigrants of South America, the U. S.; and Canada.

The existence of a Pollsh army in England,
and of an emigration, politically organized, con-
stitutes a serious danger for the Russian autoe-:
racy. History teaches Stalin that the great stream|
of Polish emigration into England and, France:
after the revolution of 1831 converted itself into,
a center of revolutionary opposition to Czarism;
and European reaction, became a creative source.
of Polish culture and political resistance. Even.
though the present-day emigration possesses.
neither such conditions nor their possibility, still,
Stalin strives to annihilate all possible PBolish.
polltlcal opposition outside of Poland, confident.
that in time the GPU will conquer all opposition,
inside. Here is the reason. for his continugus. and,
constant pressure on the Labor Party government:
in London to hand over the “anachronistic Tre-
mains” of Polish mdependcnee.
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 Marshall Plan for the Imperialist Domination

Ot Europe Underlines the Need for Socialism

By IRVING HOWE

The international scene this past
week has been dominated by discus-
sion of.the Marshall plan, which-
proposes to-aid the economic revival
of Europe by a five billion dollar
program to be applied to Europe as
a whole. If, argue the proponents of

this plan, it can . be carried out, its

advantages are obvious: economic

‘aid is rendered not to one or another

country where it serves merely to
provide ‘temporary relief, but rather
to Europe as a whole so that a gen-
uine continent-wide recovery becomes
possible. That is the formal argu-
ment in behalf of the Marshall plan.
Let us see what its actual .purpose
and significance is. These lines are
written before a Russian reaction to
the plan is available, and hence must
be tentative estimates. That is why
we wish at the moment only to offer
a few notes:

1) What is the relationship of the
Marshall plan to the Truman Doc-
trine?

This was the first question that
arose in everyone’s mind. Presum-
ably the Truman Doctrine was sup-
posed to lay the basis for U. S. for-
eign policy for some time to come;
why then the addition of the Mar-
shall plan?

It seems now that one reason for
the Marshall plan is the skeptical
popular response accorded to the
Truman Doctrine in Europe and
anmong sections of the American peo-
ple. A program which stated bluntly
that its purpose was to oppose the
spread of “communism” (i.e., Rus-

By S. BERG

MILWAUKEE, June 24—The Amer-
jcan Veterans Committee’s second
convention, held at Milwaukee, enc_l-
ed today after four days of hectic
caucusing and discussion. In some
fields distinet progress was recorded
by the convention, in others setbacks.

As has been pointed out in previous
articles in LABOR ACTION, AVC suf-
fers from two chief handicaps—
namely, the large foothold. of the
Stalinists in many area and state or-
ganizations, and the predominantly
middle class composition of the mem-
‘bership. The convention demonstrated
that the first of these handicaps is be-
ginning to be overcome. The admin-
istration slate, calling itself the "In-
.dependent Progressives,” made a
clean sweep of leading offices, elect-
ing national chairman and vice-chair-
man, seven out of eight Regional Vice-
Chairmen, and every Natfional Plan-
ning Committee member-at-large.
This  compares very favorably with
last year's elections, in which the CP-
controlled Borden caucus and its al-
lies elected no less than one-third of
the NPC, including a number of the
Regional Vice-Chairmen.

‘The predictions made in the con-
vention issue of LABOR ACTION
as to CP strategy were fully borne
out. We pointed out that the grow-
ing unpopularity of the CP would
force them to fall back on a pre-
sumably - independent center slate

. that would end up making a coali-

tion with them. This was exactly

. what took place. The relatively ob-

scure figures that had been organiz-
ing a center slate up to the eve of
the convention gave way to no less
a figure than Michael Straight, pub-
lisher of the New Republic, who pro-
ceeded to set up the “Build AVC
Caucus.” This caucus was promptly
joined by-those leading AVCers who
were not completely identified with
the Borden caucus but had worked
with it—Mendel Lieberman of the
NPC, George Ebey, California State
Chairman, and Franklin Williams,

N. Y. Metropolitan Area Chairman.

STRENGTH OF CAUCUSES
Thus, far from representing a

' truly independent group, it almost

s

from the beginning openly stood for
cooperation with the Borden caucus.
Nevertheless many honest indepenc_l-—
ent militants continued to support it
hopefully, full of naive illusions as
to its role. Their hopes were dashed
to the ground on the last day of the
convention, when the slates were
dbmpleted. The Straight slate in-

cluded no less than seven members

of the CP-Borden caucus on its NPC
ticKet! In its leaflet advertising the
ticket, this group came out in favor
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sian domination) by buttressing the
military establishments of such mo-
toriously reactionary régimes as
those in Greece and Turkey, was
hardly caleulated to arouse popular
enthusiasm, even if it was surpris-
ingly frank in its imperialist moti-
vation. The Truman Doctrine estab-
lished the essential goal of U. S. im-
perialism, but it was too unadorned
with humanitarian rhetoric and flim-
flam to stand alone.

On the other hand, the Marshall
plan says nothing about aiding the
military systems of the European na-
tions under Anglo-American influence;
it speaks merely of the economic re-
covery of Europe. But the obvious fact
is that a nation which; has improved
its economic position is in an excel-
lent position to strengthen its military
position. Thus, if the Marshall plan,
by establishing a modicum of order in
‘Europe, succeeds in Iimproving the
economic position of, say, France and
Greece, these and similar countries
would then be able to create a mili-
tary power as a counterweight to
that of Stalinist Russia.

In this sense, the basic imperialist
purpose of the Marshall plan and
the Truman Doetrine is the same:
to call a halt to Russian expansion,
perhaps to push them back and to
stabilize the positions of western
capitalism.

' 2) Military Support and Economic '

Aid.

- Yet there are some important dif-
ferences between the Truman Doc-
trine and the Marshall plan; or more
accurately, the latter represents a

. Anti-Stalinist Forces Win at Milwaukee

VC Convertion Registers Progress

of an all-inclusive leadership—that
is, one including the totalitarian CP.

The result was catastrophic. De-
spite all the enthusiasm that its ap-
pearance at first created, the vote of
the Straight group for those of its
candidates not endorsed by the CP
turned out to be only cne-seventh of
the convention. The respective
strengths of the three caucuses
emerged in the ratio of four for the

Independent Progressives, two for the °

Borden caucus, one for the Straight
caucus.

In its pre-election maneuvers, the
Straight caucus sunk so low as to
offer the nomination for AVC chair-
man to Elliott Roosevelt! Despite
the various unwholesome phases of
his career (working for Hearst at
ofie time, more recently stooging for
Russian foreign policy), they pro-
posed to give him the leadership of
AVC to play around with.

ADYVANCES IN PLATFORM

The platform adopted by the con-
vention demonstrated great advances
on the whole in the fields of domes-
tic and veterans affairs. Despite the
reaffirmation of AVC’s anti-bonus
stand, a forward step was taken in
the form of the demand for imme-
diate redemption of terminal leave
bonds, despite the fact that the self
same hoary inflation argument used
against the bonus, has in the past
been used against the proposal to
cash these bonds. Likewise, the dele-
gates showed no hesitation in adopt-
ing a far more comprehensive seriés
of demands on veterans affairs than
the organization had previously had.

Under the heading of Domestic Af-
fairs, AVC came out for the first time
in favor of large scale government
unsubsidized housing, scheduled a
mass march and conference on hous-
ing in Washington to coincide with
the 1948 convening of Congress, and
came out for organization of mass
action against evictions, together
with tenants leagues and unions. The
labor section of the platforms, very
weak in the National Committee's
draft, was greatly strengthened. The
only anti-labor plank in the ‘draff,

modification in U. S. imperialist pol-
icy as enunciated by the former. The
Truman Doctrine was frankly an
emergency measure; it reflected the
growing concern of U. S. imperial-
ism with the expansion of its Rus-
sian rival. It was designed to rein-
foree weak positions. The Marshall
plan is more ambitious; it is de-
signed to attempt nothing less than
a partial reorganization and recov-
ery of European economy under
U. S. domination. There.is no con-
tradiction between these two pro-
posals, only a supplementation.

For it becomes increasingly clear
that emergency relief measures are
of no ultimate value. The crisis of Eu-
rope is due to its inability to resume
production on an organized, conti-
nent-wide basis—which is due, in turn,
to the inter-imperialist conflict of the
major powers victorious in the Second
World War and to the general disin-
tegration of European capitalism. To
toke the first steps toward the most
limited economic recovery, Europe
needs large scale production of coal,
of fertilizer, of steel, of war-shattered
buildings; it needs a rationalization
of industrial-agri¢ultural relations:; it
needs a sensible reordering of its
manpower. But all of these prerequi-
sites to economic recovery depend in
the very first instant on the political
reorganization of Europe. How is Ger-
man steel to be produced if the major
powers cannot possibly agree on a
rate of German production? How is
the industrial heart of Europe, the
Ruhr, o be revived if the great pow-
ers can agree on neither its pur-

pose nor disposition?

If considered in terms of its for-
mal purpose—the basic reorganiza-
tion of European economy along ra-
tional lines—the Marshall plan is’
preposterous at the very outset: for
it proposes to maintain and invig-
orate the very social relationships of
capitalist production and organiza-
tion which are the cause of the Euro-
pean crisis. Yet it can serve certain
other purposes. )

3) Where does Russia come in?

Marshall specifically stated that

Russia was to be included in the -

plan, if it wished. This is eppaerently
a shift from the Truman Doctrine
which was directed against Russia.
Does it mean that the Marshall plan
is still another attempt to work out
a temporary truce with Russia in
Europe by means of mutual conces-
sions—the halting of territorial ex-
pansion by Russia and perhaps its
withdrawal from some areas, and
the granting of economie credits by
the U. 8.7 Or is the offer to Russia
merely camouflage with which sub-
sequently to create a “western bloc?”

At the moment, it seems likely that
the Marshall plan allows for both al-
ternatives. By its inclusion of Russia
as among the possible recipients of
U. S. aid, the plan clearly .offers to
the Stalinist regime still another pro-
posal for some sort of temporary
working arrangement in Europe.

This offer is not without" attrac-
tiveness to the Russians. They need
U. 8. credits and need them badly—
what they loot in Hungary, or a doz-
en Hungarys, doesn’t compensate

which favored legislation banning
jurisdictional disputes, was voted
down in the convention's domestic af-
fairs sub-committee (the "sub-com-
mittee” consisted of over 200 dele-
gates). At this writing the results of
voting by the plenary session on this
question are not available, but they
probably will back the sub-commit-
fee's recommendation.

The most noteworthy fact about
both veterans and domestic affairs
platforms is the complete independ-
ence with which the delegates went
about overhauling the draft submit-
ted to them. The planks finally
adopted bear very little resemblance
to the draft, and are in sum total a
thousand times more progressive.

A# this writing the voting on univer-
sal military training is not available,
though sentiment seems to be against
it, since the overwhelming majority
of the domestic affairs sub-committee
opposed it. The newly elected chair-
man, Paterson, and vice-chairman,
Bolling, are both on record as op-
posed to conscription.

The least productive sub-commit-
tee session was that on international
affaire. Here the advocates of
“World Government” fought it out
with sthe Stalinists, who proposed
emphasis on “Big Three Unity.”
Even under this section of the plat-
form, however, there was some im-
provement. The section on occupa-
tion policy in the draft, which came
out in effect for the Morgenthau
plan for Germany, was dropped, and
an entirely new section adopted,
very vague in tone but at least not
out-and-out chauvinist like the pre-
vious one. In addition, over the op-
position of the Stalinists, the sec-
_tions opposing fascism were supple-
mented by a plank opposing: “totali-
tarianism of both the right and left.”

LABOR GROUP EMERGES

With the beginning of Stalinist
decline, the major problem- before
AVCers interested in making their
organization 'a mass fighting veter-
ans organization becomes that of
orienting it toward the labor move-
ment, not in terms of mere sympa-

thy, but in terms of all its day to
day activity. :

This convention saw the birth of a
small group interested in pushing such
an orientation. The "Labor Veterans

Group,” as it called itself, centered’

its convention uttivities around a
three-point program; (1) For the
bonus, (2) For an independent labor
party, and (3) For mass action
against evictions. The Stalinists, for
the sake of their relations with their
liberal allies, forsook the bonus fight
in favor of aninvestigation of the
bonus question. The Labor Vet Group
was left alone in pushing the bonus
at the Veterans Affairs Sub-Commit-
tee, yet missed by only a few votes
the 20 per cent minority needed in
the sub-committee in order to get a
minority report on the convention
floor. {

Members of this same group were
responsible fon proposing in the re-
spective -sub-eonirrgittees the anti-evie-
tion and cash payment of terminal
leave planks whose adoption was re-
ported above. Likewise this group
was active in helping to clean the
Stalinists out of office, putting out
leaflets which endorsed the Inde-
pendent Progressive slate, but at the
same time eriticized sharply the in-
adequacies of the present AVC pro-
gram and leadership.

Certainly the erisis in AVC is by
no means resolved. Claiming 100,000
members, AVC ‘could only report a
voting strength of 65,000 on the part
of the chapters actually represented
at the convention. Further, it is well
known that many of these chapters
had substantial voting strength only
because the bulk of the memberships
paid in in the early days of AVC’s
initial growth *had not yet expired.
The real membership of AVC will
only be measurable when the time
for renewals has passed, and will
probably reveal a figure of no more
than 60,000.:Only the barest begin-
ning has been made in answering the
need of the veteran for a fighting
organization. The, coming year will
determine whether AVC is capable
of reorienting itself in the manner
needed to become that organization.

for what they might get from De-
troit if U. S. credits were available.
And there is a report from Frederick:
Kuh, Chicago Sun cotrespondent,
that the governments of the eastern
puppet states — Czechoslovakia, Yu-
goslavia, Poland—are urging Mos-
cow to agree to a Foreign Minister’s
conference: these economically wob-.
bly régimes are also entranced.by
the prospect of some U. S. dollars.
But in turn the Russians would have
to pay. As Edwin James, managing
editor of the New York Times,
writes in his authoritative comment
on June 22:

"It stands to reason that if and
when the United States puts up money
to help the reforms suggested by
Secretary Marshall It is not going to
do so in @ manner to help the Red-
dominated regimes....” '

So that if the Russians balk, or no
agreement with them can be reached,
the second possible perspective of
the Marshall plan can be applied:
the attempt to achieve a measure of
economic recovery by organizing the
western 'capitalist countries of Eu-
rope as an economic entity., In a
word, the “western bloc.”

This rather more subtle character
of the Marshall plan, as contrasted
with the Truman Doctrine, puts the
Russians in something of ‘a quan-
dary, reflected in the careful treat-
ment accorded the plan in the Stal-
inist Daily Worker which 'neither
supports nor denounces it but merely
adopts a skeptical attitude. Our
guess is that the Russians will agree
to attend a conference—at wﬁicﬁll
of the old stumbling blocks will
again appear.

4) Can the Plan Work?

That depends on what one means
by the question. If some transient
agreement is reached with the Stg}

inist dictatorship, it is possible that:

some of the more blatant barriers to
economic life—the .division of Ger-
many into four closed economic
zones; the occupation of the east
European countries; the deliberate
restriction of German production;
the imposition of impossible repara-
tions on Germany—may be modified.
That might. ease the present abso-
lutely impossible economic situation
—but even if that unlikely event
took place, it would only be a
breathing spell after which all of the
present and irreconcilable conflicts
for the control of Europe would
break out in' even greater ferocity.

If the Marshall plan, however, de-
velops into an economic hasis for a
western bloe, it will only sharpen the
already severe conflict in Europe. It
will then only hasten the conflict be-
tween Russian and U. 8. imperial-
isms.

One thing, however, can be de-
clared with certainty: the Marshall
plan, or any other plan of its kind,
cannot bring genuine security and
freedom to Europe. It cannet destroy
the stupid economic divisions, the na-
tionalist antagonisms and the arti-
ficial restriction of production which
today leave Europe in prostration.

No matter what the subjective in-
tentions of its author, the plan is ob-
jectively a means for the tightening
of U. S. domination of at least west-
ern Europe. But it cannot succeed in
establishing a genuinely planned
and freely controlled European eco-
‘nomic unit, because it is premised on
the very fact which makes such a
situation impossible: the continued
existence of capitalist states on the
continent. . '

The inadequacy of the Marshall
plan in this respect only underlines
the need for the rebuilding of Europe
‘on a uhified Socialist basis. Given a
United States of Socialist Europe—a
continent in which all resources were
rationally planned, freely controlled
by the masses of people; In which
artificial national economic barriers
were dissolved—the recovery of the
continent could proceed speedily.
Such a revolutionary reconstruction
of Europe, and nothing else, can bring
order and freedom and plenty from
the present chaos.

Bait Labor Trap With Truman Vefo --

(Continued from page 1)

For instance, the Republicans are
hoping that the ranks of labor will
be split despite the bill. This plod-
ding outfit believes that there are
hordes of workers who will “vote
Republican.” By the same token, the
Democrats believe that they will re-
ceive appreciable support from the
middle class. The fact is that the
capitalist ruling class is not particu-
larly concerned with the bureaucrat-
ic aspirations of either the Republi-
cans or Democrats. The ruling class

knows that both parties are’the ser-

vitors and the political deputies of
capitalism and the big capitalist
rulers.

HOW CONTROL LABOR?

That is enough for this ruling
class. They know that both parties
serve the capitalist masters: for a
price. Therefore the ruling class is
not vitally concerned with the ques-
tion of which party wins the elec-
tions. Their Taft can force through
a Taft-Hartley Bill and their Tru-
man can veto the bill. Their Repub-
lican -Party can incur the wrath of
labor and win the friendship of the

middle class while their Democratic
Party can incur the wrath of the
middle class and win the friendship
of labor. In either case the capital-
ist ruling class is the victor.

This is the trap for labor that lies
hid in the underbrush of capitalist
politics, We say again that this trap
is baited with the Truman veto. To
put it bluntly we mean by this that

- should labor rally to the Democratic

Party again because of the Truman
veto, the capitalist ruling class will

, profit and not the working class.

When we say all of these things
we are not saying that. there is no
difference between Truman and
Taft. There is, but this is, not the
relevant way to pose the question.
For one thing Taft is finished. He
will not get the Republican nomina-
tion next year. If by some extraor-
dinary piece of skullduggery the Re-
publicans nominate him, the Repub-
licans will certainly be defeated.
Truman will be nominated by the
Democrats.

What does all this'mean? Nothing
of any fundamental significance to
labor. Taft thinks the bill is alright
and Truman thinks it is "shocking."

But the bill Is the law. Also, it must
be remembered that Truman; like
Roosevelt, is capable of acting in an
extremely harsh manner against laber
when he believes it to be necessary!
Truman and Roosevelt, the Democ¢rats,
and Hoover, the Republican—all used
or proposed to use the army against
labor, all acted as strikebreakers!
Need we remind anyone of Truman's
action in the mine or railroad strikes?

This means that, while Truman
and Taft do not see eye to eye on
how to “control” labor, they both
seek to establish control. There is a
distinction between them based on
the fact that they represent a diver-
gence of opinion within the capital-
ist. ruling class on this question.
Taft represents the most reaction-
ary, the “let them eat cake’ section
of the ruling class, while Truman

represents the faded remnants of .

New Deal capitalism and a sort of
backwoods democratic emotionalism.

The point we are stressing is that
the working class cahnot afford to
rely on these superficial distinctions.
Neither Truman nor Taft is a friend
of labor. The same ¢an be said about
Morse and Hartley, Wagner and

Howard Smith. This can be said
about the Democratic Party and the
Republican Party. These parties are
capitalist parties and their members
and leaders are capitalist politi-

~cians: all of them without exception.

We say once more that labor can-
not rely on the conflicks within the
capitalist class. The working class can
profit by these differences gnd con-
flicts only if labor uses these con-
flicts to its own class advantage, for
the strengthening of its own class
position, by asserting ifs class and
political independence; by hreaking
away from the Republican gnd Demo-
cratic parties.

Organized labor relied on Truman

. for a veto. We got the veto. Yet the

Taft-Hartley Bill is the law of the
land. Will labor vote for Truman in
1948 because he wetoed a bill? Or
will organized labor say that labor
itself must assume the veto power
over the bills and acts of the capital-
ist ruling class? To do the former
will surely not cause any disquietude
among the Tafts. To take the latter
course will disconeert the Tafts and
Trumans together, and the whole
capitalist ruling class.

By AL FINDELY

. The UN Commission has arrived
in Palestine and is touring the coun-
try, but it has not brought the prom-
ised temporary peace. Twenty thou-
sand Jews still suffer in the concen-

* tration camps of-Cyprus. The Brit-

ish military courts continue their
oppressive “judicial” work. The ter-
rorists of the Irgun and the  Stern
group continue their activities, their
latest act being the kidnapping of
two British policemen whom they
were forced to free under the pres-
sure of official Zionist leadership -of
the Haganah and of the Brifish
army.

The people of Palestine expect
nothing from the UN Commission,
have no confidence in it. All reports
from both Jewish and Arab sources
indicate this. The leaders of the Arab
Higher Committee have -decided to
boycott all the activities and investi-
gations of the Commission; it called
a general strike on the day of its
arrival. ; _

While the Jewish masses have no
confidence in the Commission, the
bourgeois Zionist leaders have
learned nothing. They just continue
to hope, as though they learned
nothing from the failure of any of
the so-called imperialist friends of
the Jews to do anything or say any-
thing to relieve the suffering of
250,000 of their displaced fellowmen.
.Exactly the contrary has happened
—all countries from Romania and
Poland of the so-called “new democ-
racies” in the Russian sphere, to
France, England and Italy of the
“old democracies” ruled by Social
Democratic parties, have placed the
greatést obstacles in the path of im-
migration of the Jews. After this
experience they continue and inten-
sify their attempts to woo and com-
promise with one or another of the
imperialist powers.

COWARDLY ACT

The most glaring and cowardly
act in this wooing of the imperial-
ists, has been the suspension of “ille-
gal” immigration into Palestine. The
New York Times of June 12 reports:

_ “Another placatory Haganah move
was indicated tonight in reports that
unauthorized Jewish immigration
was, being suspended during the next
few weeks. Reports claiming the au-
thority of Haganah’s High Com-
mand. said the British Government’s
representation to the French, Italian
and Greek governments had caused
difficulties in victualizing chartered
ships and also that Zionist bodies
did mnot want to embarrass the
United Nations inquiry.” (Emphasis
mine—A. F.)

It is little wonder then that with
the Zionist leaders following a pro-
imperialist policy, and the labor of-
ficials tail-ending them, that the semi-
fascist Irgun and Stern group assume
a so-called "revolutionary” leader-
ship of the youth in the struggle
against British imperialism. The Stern
group or FFl (Fighters for the Free-
dom of Israel), has grown from 400
to 2,000 in the past year, and the
Irgun has grown from 5,000 to 9,000
in the same period. S. Israeli, of the
Jewish Forward, from whom these
figures are taken, also reperts that
the "palmach,” the active combat
units of the Haganah, have circulated
a document denouncing the present
policy ' of capitulation. The Jewish
Morning Journal reports another
group within the Haganah, calling it-
self "Ne Ehmoonal Hameree™ (mean-
ing Believers in Resistance), this week
issued o statement decrying reliance
on the UN Commission, and pointing
out that enly a real resistance strug-
gle can influence the situation. This
group at the same time, correctly at-
tacked the Irgun and Stern groups for
their reactionary politics.

On March 31, 1947, LABOR AC-
TION warned against the victory of
“the elements in the Haganah who
wanted to narrow the concept of re-
sistance to the smuggling of immi-
grants: “Vietory of such a narrow
concept of resistance will destroy
any possibility that the Haganah
and the working class forces that it
represents, will be able to lead the
struggle against the British.,” Un-
fortunately, this seems, to Rave hap-
pened, with the result that the Irgun
and the Stern groups are growing.
The complete cessation of resistance,
even in the limited form of,illegal
immigration, can, lead enly to-a
greater loss of leadership by the Ha-
ganah. It is the duty of the labor
movement, the Hashomer ‘Hatzair
and especially the Mapai, to recon-
sider their do-nothing policy;-and to
launch a “real mass résistance.on a
scale that will insure the anti-im-
perialist leadership to the only so-
cially progressive class—the work-
ers”’—where it belongs.

" IMPERIALIST JOCKEYING

The imperialist jockeying for po-
sition continues. The Arab Higher
Committee of Palestine demands a
puppet state of independence as sim-
ilar to the status England gave to
Transjordania. They threaten war
if they do not obtain it. Not war
against the British—the oppressors
of the country, but war against the
Jews in the style of 1929 and 1936.
The reactionary feudal leaders of
the Arab movement are willing to
make many concessions to British

Commission Doesn’t
Bring Promise of
Peace to Palestine

.Arab-Jewish unity. The Palestinian
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imperialism, but none to the Jewish
workers and to Jewish immigration.

The bourgeois leaders of Zionism
too, are willing fo muke concessions
to imperialism, but none to further

Jewish National Council, at the insist-"
ence of the Aliyah Chadoshah Party
dnd. the Hashomir Hatzair, will put
forward as Its representative, Dr.
‘Weitzman, who advocates a pro-Brit-
ish policy and supports partition. The
Hashomer Hatzair is thus placing it-
self in the most ridiculous position of
being opposed to partition and in
favor of pro-Russian orientation,
while at the same time vigorously
supporting Dr. Weitzman, strongest
advocate of partition and a pro-Brit-
ish policy.

Moishe Shertok of the Jewish
Agency, in his testimony before the
UN Commission, denied any possi-
bility of Jewish-Arab cooperation in
an independent Palestine. Ben-Guri-
on, head of the Jewish Agency, in a-
speech before the Jewish National
Council, attacked the bi-natiohal so-
lution for Palestine and opposed a
UN trusteeship. He correctly pointed
out that a UN trusteeship would
only result in one or another of the
powers playing the Jews and Arabs
against each other. He personally
advocated a Jewish State in those
sections of Palestine where the Jews
have the majority and in the Negev
(the sparsely populated semi-desert
Southern Palestine). For the rest of
Palestine he advocated a continua-
tion of the British Mandate.

His reason for favoring partition
was that the U. S. Government is
unofficially committed to partition,
as are elements in the British cabi-
net, and that Gromyko in his 'UN
speech was also in favor of parti-
tion. Dr. Wise of the U. S. went so
far as to predict the certain estab-
lishment of a Jewish state in 1947.

STALINIST INTRIGUE

This hope in aid of the Big Three
to establish an independent parti-
tioned Jewish Palestine is a very
slim one. The United States govern-
ment is already shifting its position.
An inspired report in the New York
Times says the Unjted States gov-
ernment has asked the Jewish Agen-
cy to clarify its demands, as if these
were not well known. Major George
Fielding - Elliot |n; an _-art_icl,e An the
New York Post of Friday, June 13,
said that the War Department was
convinced that Palestine was. too
small a country to be able to be
properly defended if further divided
or partitioned.

Russian diplomats in the Near East
are engaged in a diplomatic cam-
paign to convince the Arab leaders
that Russia is on their side despite
Gromyko's speech. The Kremlin rulers
are now playing a double game at-
tempting to win the sympathy of both
Jews and Arabs. It therefore allows °
its stoodes, the Arab and Jewish
Communist parties of Palestine, to
hove two distinet and mutually con-
tradictory policies. The Arab Stalin-
ists have negotiated an agreement -
with the Mufti's Arab Higher Com-
mitiee and have joined the boycott
against the UN Investigating Commit-
tee.

The .Arabian Stalinists continue
their opposition to Jewish immigra-
tion. They claim that ‘the Russian
diplomacy still supports all the anti-
Zionist positions. In confirmation
they point to the support that the
Arabian delegation at thé world
trade union conference in Prague
has received from the Russian rep-
resentatives.

JOINT STRUGGLE POSSIBLE

That there are concrete and prac-
tical possibilities of joint Jewish-
Arab struggle in Palestine at pres-
ent, is shown by the recent strike of
40,000 Jewish and . Arab workers
against British Army -Ordnance.
Henry Nassar, leader of the Pales-
tine-Arabian League, speaking at
the World Federation of Trade Un-
ions in Prague, pointed to the simi-
lar problems confronting the Jewish
and Arab workers in Palestine. He
also declared in favor of Jewish im-
migration, and decried = the talk
about a ‘“minority” and “majority”
in Palestine. = e S P
.. This is sufficient evidence to prove
that, Jewish-Arab  unity is not a
utopia. visible pnly to the Workers
Party, but can+hecome, a dominant
fagtor ,in, Palestinian polities. All
that is needed is a correct class pol-
icy ,on.the part of hoth Jewish and
Arab trade unions. . .,
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The New International

The July issue of the magazine is
now on sale, Subscribers' coples are
now in the mails. [

Due te technical and financial dif-
ficulties we are skipping the May and
June issues of the New International. .
this year.

With your support we hope #o have
the magazine come out on time each
month.
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