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All Labor Must Protest the Centralia Disaster ‘
By DAVID COOLIDGE , o i
- L] - . ! L] g
Coa' Min"n - Our ' Deafhs and Their Proﬁts As this is being written, hundreds of thousands of members of the United Mine Workers
- R 1 - L] - - - ¥
12 g . : of America are preparing to stop digging coal for one week in protest against the slaughter of
111 human beings in a mine belonging to the Centralia Coal Co. at Centralia, IH. These 111 hu-
i _ R y man beings, all coal miners, were entombed 540 feet below the surface on Tuesday, March 26,
. H | N | N G‘ 'NDU STRY following an-explosion. They were digging out coal, as the capitalist press hypocritically puts
: it when a strike is threatened, to keep little children warm in school buildings and the sick in the
hospitals from freezing. .
There were 131 men in the mine and 111 are dead. That means that 20 were "saved" to go |
J/100. 000,000 ’ back again and be slaughtered in the next explosion. As is usual in these mine explosions, the
- mouth of the pit was surrounded by women and
| ‘ : =. children, the families of the entombed miners,
§50,000, 060 o Lhs Y r A o _ hoping that their kin would be brought out alive, |
- ‘ . i e ea g or at least brought out whole if they were dead. |
$10:000,000 o A The rescue teams were there, the mine in- |
r e y ea e spectors, and mine officials. The police were there of course "to :
. P ® keep the crowds back.” Floodlights played on the scene and the j
i Fo r ' ' he ' r ‘ 've s ambulances were lined up for a quarter of a mile. The state, the
' ; 3 mine owners and “the public" were ready to do everything pos-
On March- 3, 1946, Jake Schmidt, Loca] Union No. 52 president, sible for these DEAD MINERS, They must have "Christian burial."
_ William E. Rowekamp, recording secretary, and Thomas Bush and Elmer . ’ : . L5
& . (11 o » A
Moss, mine. committee members, addressed a letter o Governor Green. Of course there \iVlll be_ al.l investigation. ']:"here have been
1,000 ' The letter, warning of unsafe conditions at Centralia Coal Co. No. 5 a thou:_sand of these mve_Stigat.lons'_' But every n‘uner knows th.g.!:
mine, is a plea "to please save our lives." Of the signers, all but one there is no need for an investigation to determine why thig dis-
are dead. Below'we publish excerpts from the letter: i aster occurred. They know why thesé 111 human beings are dead.
10,000 “We the officers of:Local Union No. 52, UMWA, have been in- Tl:ley know _Why thousands of miners have died in the past-"_ip
' structed by the members of Local Union No. 52 to write a letter to mine eXpl?SIOHS. 'I"hey know that these explosions are not “acts
you in protest against the negligence and unfair practices of your of God,” like hurricanes, cyclones and death from lightning. The
50,000 . Department ¢f Mines and Minerals. ; federal and state governments know this too. The coal operators
S e I ot know it. They all know the reason and they know that no investi-
i St taia lives; to p!eﬁ‘m' muke the Department of Mines and Minerais-enfarce: gation is neeessary. They know, and the miners, know, that noth--
100,000 the laws at No. 5 Mine of the Centralia Coal Co., at which we are ing much will come from this investigation. Pt
2 employed, before we have a dust explosion at this mine like just hap- i i=f
. : pened ia Kentucky ‘and. West Virginlo. The federal qove.rnmenf. the state governn!enl's. the co_ci_
' "] s o St e b on o - operators and the miners know that these "accidents" can be
! - _ ‘In December, » we preferred charges before the Mining Boar se e .
_‘. , ‘nmj against the mine manager and the superintendent of our mine and nd““d. to m_mlmum' They can be.rEd"ced to minimum if the coal
T : - " requested that their certificates be revoked for operating the mine companies will take some of their profits and install safety de-
ox *hfil:ml:“l:.’::. mc;::o::gge::' the Accident Analyses Division of the U. S. Bureau of Mines, 109,441 miners have in vég]tg:tion (;ft;he :‘.tf.te mining laws and for ignoring the recom- vices; if the state mine requlations are enforced, if federal mine
. o mendations of the state mine inspector. . . A .
These figures tell only part of the story. Reports for the years 1839 to 1907 are INCOMPLETE and show . ; p . safety recommendations are followed, if mine inspectors cease
only 39,925 deaths for the 107-year period. The real figure must be many times that, _ A special investigation commission was sent to the mine. They to be political appointees and if bribery of mine inspectors is
The 36.year period since 1910, when provision was made for the keeping of accurate figures, shows a were very unfair to us. On the commission was Robert Weir, a boss for eliminated. :
I{;n ofhéi‘:;o‘l& Ii;;es. Anrudged p-dr y::;. ﬂu_se ﬁguru* mean that each year 1,887 miners needlessly lost their lives our coal company. They ignored the officers of this local union. They — " )
rough the negligence and greed of the mine operators. i + #alk + . " e closin i C
Incomplete figures for 1946 show the loss of 974 lives for that year. $lid M. " o. NE or glve uwia chance by call Hhalr iatheation Yo sntdfe h O g 0? the mines from Ma.rCh Sl ta Apml 8 mear.m
N These figures are for deaths. They do not include injurles, or deaths Félliting from work in the mines but conditions or listen to our complaints, _ that no miners will be slaughterfad dum-ng that week. There will -
not in accidents. ‘{-. : ; “We are giving you a chance to correct the conditions at this mine be no additions to the 100,000 miners killed in the past one hun-
There were 57,000 non-fatal and loss-of-time injuries in 1946. . ' ; : : . dred years or to the 58,000 killed and disabl i
For the years 1930 fo 1945, there was a total of 1,032,995 REPORTED injuries—an average of 64,562 a year. ;:at Y c;;use :km}:ch \:vorse disaster than the one at Gillespie or : y t . Ill" . d oth sabled during 1946. State
It has been estimated that every miner has twice been injured seriously enough fo keep him from work in e one at KentuCky. TIRE MOpECiots N LLinois: and puher states can go about the po-
¢ that period. . litical tasks assigned them by their masters during this week
; with a clear conscience. They will not be responsible for the
PY : P ~ Py i “safety” of hundreds of thousands of coal diggers. .
Price Levels Climb to Near All-Time Peak L7 OTHER WORKERS DeMONSTRATE SoUDATY
: ' Fire bosses at the mines will not be faced with the demand
Consumers Paying 7 Per Cent More for Basic Necessities Since Price Control Abolition Last October of the coal companies that they change their reports to make
; _ them conform to the requirements of coal company policy and’
At a press conference on March taken with the current threat to in- down: they have gone up. It is true throw the entire economy into a jam  anti-miners verdict. All this against profits. The Wall Street bankers who own or control the coal
Iy 26, 1947, President Truman declared crease rents above the board, and that prices may after many months thereby hurting capitalism as a labor. | ' roperties can take th g i C
that the continued trend of price the fact that in many instances rents more go down: by then supply may whole, the defense of which is his But when it comes to doing some- 1;3 I;e Sund ; d t _en}aeh;es . 3helx Chr‘l‘shan .churchesf 02
rises posed a serious danger of in- have already been increased by vari- begin to catch up with demand. But main task. Yet he takes absolutely thing about the prices rises, from aster : un 3?~Y_ and join in the chant about “the risen Christ. ’
flaition. He did nothing about this - ous dodges, we can see that a serious jt should be remembered that when no action. What an interesting and which labor is the main sufferer, he is They will rejoice that they are not as other men “who pile up
’ danger, however, except to issue a cut in the living standards of Amer- ° that happens, there will be' a squeeze revealing contrast this makes with weak and ineffectual. treasure wher ” : . s :
£ flabby appeal to Big Business to cut ijecan workers has taken place since on the workers from another direc- his behavior during the mine crisis. That is to be -expeeted. That is be di o ere mmoth. and I‘ufft corrupt.” Their serenity will not 4
prices, an appeal which weTmay be the abolition of price control, tion: jobs will become more scarce Then he was all bristle, fire and characteristic of the present govern- e ISturbe,d because they will have no 'reports on Easter Sun- ks
certain will not be taken seriously. Apologists for the capitalist class and employers will be trying to cut thunder denouncing the miners who ment, the government of the two old day that a hundred or more human beings have been slaughtered
Nor will business men, gloating over waxed profound then about the work- wages. It is NOW that workers need wanted a better wage as people who parties of dapitalism, the Democrats in their mines, 540 feet underground
one of the greatest profit booms in ings of "the normal laws of eco- price reductions. were defying the government. He and Republicans, Tremendous ener- . ’ ® o
American history take very seriously nomics” and pontificated about "sup- President Truman has issued his put his Attorney General to work on gy against labor; meaningless state- The Workers Party iai > : : :
Secretary of the Treasury’s assertion ply and demand" which they said flabby statement on this matter be- it and, if reports are to be believed, ménts for record for labor. Action We beli y Jmng tl:le TAHERS: 40 J00UrRing, the.lr dead'.
that “prices are out of liné at this. weuld bring prices down. Yet the cause he fears that the price jumps - even had a hand into pressuring the against labor: talk for it. And this - 'V € De€lleve, however, that it is not enough that the miners be
time.” For them prices are never out facts are that prices have not gone of profit-wild business men may Supreme Court into rendering an case is just another example. (Continued on page 7)
of line as long as they are as high . : . S a
as the traffic will bear. . . Py _°
Just how high prcies have gome _ }
yraiait German Workers in Mass Demonstrations for Foo
"is revealed by a report published by . ,
the Byreau of Labor Statistics in ' : 2k p - Y 3 - ' ’ '
Washington. Five months after the Gouded by Desperate Hunger, German Masses Participate in First Large-Scale Actions Despite Threats of British Occupation
abolition of price controls, living \ : §
- d level. De- . 7
-:::l’: :'Il:'l.:i :::r::::sr;::: D:col'nber. B u L L E 'r ' N o industrial clEy in the Ruhr area, re- %t is not clear unde? whose leader- advantage to _be publicly associated Similarly, they have attempted to drive out the occupying powers; for
the consumer was still paying 52 per ' : fused to go into the pits. : ship these demonstrations have taken with such ebviously just struggles of turn the wrath of the German work- intimately linked with that struggle
'S cent more for basic necessities than APRIL 2 — The demonstrations in Reports have been appearing for place. A report fo the New York {he workers for bread. ers against their puppet government are all the other economic and politi-
in January, 1941; 3 per cent more Ruhr towns by German workers de- months telling of the inhuman condi- Times by Edward Morrow, dated The British have been attempting rather than themselves. Morrow cal demands of the German workers.
than in Jcn:.:nry. 1946; and 7 per cent manding food are continuing. In tions under which these workers have March 29, says that “Social Demo- to apply their usual Machiavellian writes that the British officials “have A campaign to drive out the para-
" more than last September. That means Duisburg, 20,000 workers gathered peen existing. Men fainting at. their cratic leaders denied any active lead- imperialist “cleverness” to gloss over pointed out to the demonstrators sitic imperialist occupations can lead
that prices have jumped 7 per cent yestc_erday despite a drizzling rain {0  machines or in the mines from mal- ership in these demonstrations. Com-  the situation. They say the food de- that the proper place to lodge their 1fo the reassertion of the German
4 since controls were wrecked. protést starvation food levels. Simi- putrition has been a frequent occur- munist leaders refused ) to commit. bacle is due to the poor organization complaints was with the German working class’s historic position, That
The trend of prices in the past 1ar demonstrations took place in  rencee. LABOR ACTION. has pub- themselves beyond saying it was of the puppet German government authorities” But the workers are is why, above all else, the demonstra-
year is shown in the following table, Dortmund, Iserlohn, Bonn and Hil- lished numerous articles, written natural to expect such protests from they have set up in their zone. (For- completely correct in directing their tions are encouraging and why the
based on the consumers price index den. In Lower Saxony, demonstra- specially for it by correspondents in people whose stomachs were empty.” mally, the Food Ministry is in the blows against the occupation. For workers involved in them are com-
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics tions have also taken place. Europe, detailing the ferrible plight These two senten'ces tell us a great hands of the Germans.) This, _they they understand' that the so-called pletely correct in directing their pro-
" (with 100 representing the average The British occupation authorities of the German workers and predict- deal about the Social Democrats and add, may show that the denazifica-, German government is nothing but a tests against the occupying powers.

from 1935 to 1939):

have threatened to cut the food al-

ing that they would be forced to en-

the Stalinists. In a situation in which

tion policy was pushed through too

meaningless puppet, that the occu- -

: S gage in larger demonstrations if the theé masses are desperately striking rapidly. In other words, they are us- pation powers are the real rulers /~
Jan,, 1946 ..., 129.5 lowan{ze of miners wtho refra;:: érom fitiation cogntinued. ‘ out in search for a little bit to eat, ing the demonstrations as a pretext and that these occupation powers More on Miners Tt
R 1 " S 133.3 ;vzfsil:a;;:)nzrd;‘ieto ;:::dalsslfl)c ale:glc-i At the time of writing, the demon- the Social Democrats—even in the -for weakening even the wretched must be held responsible for what Additi )
X Aug., 1946 ..o s 1440 4 o troops to ‘?;tan d by strations have not reached their cli- zone where they areheaded by Kurt puppet government they have been happens. B :o:l ‘;:::. l:dcﬂgrolmd material of
Dec., 1946 ... 153.2 ’ max. They have spread from Duessel- ?chumacher, played‘ up by l’gls Amer- forced to set up, so that they may In this way the demonsirating oA pige & stry appears in this issue
Jan.. 1947 153.1 APRIL 1— Goaded by ferrible and dorf and Dortmund to other cities. ican admirers as a “militant”—haugh- retain ‘thEll‘.‘ own direct control. And workers of Dortmund and the other An 9° r1".l by J .
Sl S L unrelieved hunger, over 100,000 work- That the miners, ‘who receive the tily wipe their hands of these ac- by their attacks on the German offi- cities have made an excellent be- ibe. ;ce y James Dakota d“_
Feb,, 1947 ..o 152.8 ers in the British-occupied zone of highest food allotment of any group tions; they are more interested in cials, they would deny that the basic ginning toward a policy which, if seribes living conditions in mining

N
3

These facts are merely the stat:is-
tical generalizations. of facts which
‘every worker and housewife has felt

__in his or her own experience. When -

Germany demonstrated last week,
demanding enough food to live. The
delponstlratlon reached a climax when
4,000 German miners in Dortmund,

of German workers (miserable
though that allotment is!) have
joined the demonstration, indicates
"how desperate they are.

remaining on the good side of the
British. And the Stalinists play it
cautious, close to the chest; they are
not sure yet whether it is fo. their

responsibility for the food crisis rests
on the enitre imperialist division of

‘Germany which paralyzes the econ-

omy and creates chaos and hunger.

continued, can reassert the strength
and independence of the German
working class. The basic struggle in
Germany today is the struggle to

towns.

An article by James Dillon tells of
the concentration of ownership in the
industry. F
\ : y
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Stack Is Barred from Office by NMU

By N. GADEN

. . NEW YORK, March 31—Four thou-
sand NMU seamen voted overwhelm-
ingly in favor of barring from office
for five years Joe Stack, Stalinist
vice-president. The vote was taken
after “Blackie” Myers, chairman last
night, decided to “recess” the meet-
ing' without givipg the assembled
rank and file a chance to yote on
whethér they wanteq to recess the
meeting, Curran, at this point, took
over the chair and called for a vote
on the Trial Commnttee reports. The
ranks then voted to a,ccept the minor-
ity report, which recommended
Stack’s suspension, :

The Stalinists used every trick in
the book to keep the membershlp
from voting Stack out of office once
it was obvious the meeting was for
taking sueh action. They had  their

: boys as tellers, they didn't count cer-
tain votes, they didn’t add the figures
right, they refused to. ahnounce the
vcte—ﬂnally they bureaucratmally
recessed the meeting, Everything was

- trigd, but they couldn’t get away with

Seek Jim Crov'v‘
Prohibition in
Chrysler Contract

DETROIT—An important and signif-
icant change in the no- -discrimination
clapses of UAW contracts is being at-
tempted in the present Chrysler ne-
gotiations.

The union is seeking fo have the
lollewing clanse included in the new
. contract: “The company agrees that
it will not dipc:imma.te in the hiring
of en;ployees or in their training, up-
grading, promotion, transfer, layoff,
discipline, - discharge, or otherwise,
because of race, creed cclor, nat!onal
nriglm political . affiliation, sex or
marital status.”

The present contract merely says:
“Rank on the seniority list shall not
be affected by the race, marital sta-
tus-or depepndents of the employee.”

The proposed change will make if
mors difficult for the cerporaticn to
break the solidarity of the Negro and
white workers in the auto plants, It

must be. fought for whole-heartedly.

But the fight against discrimination
cannot stop with the inclusion of this
clause in ‘the contract. The auto work-
ers, both Negro and white, must be
vigilant in the enforcement of this
clause. It is up to the men on the
line to see that discrimination does
not exist in their shop. No maiter
what the contract provides for the
company will not hesitate to use race
hatred, playing one natjonal minority
against another, or religious antago-
nisms, to divide the workers and
break their solidarity. No diserimina-

tion in practice means a united mem-.

bership.

Pennsylvania House Gets FEPC Bill

By JACK BRAD

PHILADELPHIA — After much be-
hind-the-scenes maneuyering, politi-
cal trading and pressuring, the ad-
ministration of Republican Governor
Duyff has introduced a Fair Employ-
ment Practices Bill into the Pennsyl-
vania House of Representatives. The
bill was a last-minufe entry, placed
"in the legislatwe hcpper on Wednes-
day, March 26, the last day for pres-

entation of 'hills. for this session.

There were four other FEPC bills
on the calendar at the time.

The Duff Republican machine was
forced to act under combined public
and n,qlit:ca,l pressures. Its considera-
tions were always those of voies and
maneuvering with the Democrats and
the five Negro Republican represent-
second did the intferests of the Negro
pepple have any part in Duff’'s con-
siderations or his machine, dpmi-
nated as it is by Grundy, Pew, Mil-
ler and the State Association of
Manufacturers, '

Two years ago, under the Republi-
can Martin administration, an FEPC
bill was introduced by Homer Brown.
It was defeated in the Republican-
dominated House at that time and
plgecn -holed in a Senate commit-
tee :

BUSINESS OPPOSES BILL

Behind the scenes, Opposing an
antl dlserlmmatmn bill, there stand
today, as two years ago, the organ-
iz‘ed 'big business interests which
'ha‘ve dcmmated the state since the
. Civil War and whu:h control both
.Republican and Democratle Parties,
theugh they prefer to operate
threugh the former.

There is Pew, who controls eastern
Pennsylvania political life and also
heads the Sun Qjl Co. and the Sun
Shipbuilding Co. as well as many
other large businesses. Grundy, the

 ally -of the Mellon and the Pitts-
burgh steel. interests, was formerly
head of the State Manufacturers As-
socjation. He is one of the most pow-
erful a.m'l most conservative forces in
conitrol of the Republican Party and
in particular of the Senate. Ex-Gov-
ernor Martin, now U. S, Senator, by

it. Curran took over ihe chair, de-
nounced their tactics and called for
the vote on the Trial Committee re-

ports.
CHARGES AGAINST STACK
The charges against Stack were

‘made by Curran a few weeks ago.

He was charged with slandermg
Curran, misappropriating funds as
head: of both.the New York Strike
Preparations Committee and the Or-
ganizational Department, showing
preference to members of the Com-
munist Party when appointing or-
ganizers and - discriminating agamst
non-Stalinists.-

The pve man Trial Committee was
appointed by the National Council
(which the CP' controls). They chose
three Stalinists and two non-Stalin-
ists. At first they tried to rig the
. committee with five Stalinists, which
would have made 1mp0551ble a rmnor-
ity repcrt .

'I‘he majority, repprt was nethmg

) but a whltewash of Sta.ck. The mi-

ncnty repnrt. found Stack guilty of
the: above  outlined charges. They
threw . ont as irrelevant the eleven
charges of Curran, which dealt with
Stack’s personal history in the NMU.

- Now that the membership has
barred Stack, what happens? The
Stalinists still heve a firm contrel of
the NMU apparatus. The National
Council, if it doesn’t override the
membpership decision, will simply re<
place Stack with. another Staljnist.
The action against Stack, while it
certainly expresses the will ‘of the
membership and exposes the CP as
an insidious !gang of maneuverers,
ee!;uall_w_.lr accomplished very little.
THE ONLY WAY¥ TO BEAT THE
STALINIST MACHINE Is TO OR-
GANIZE THE RANKS AROUND A
M_ILITANT PROGRAM PUT FOR-
WARD BY A WELL ORGANIZED

RANK AND FILE CAUGUS. ™

ISSUES OPEN LETTER

The most important development
in the NMU this week was the pub-
lishing of Curran's “Open Lettér to
Our Members” in the NMU organ.
The Pilot (March 28). This letter will
go a 1ong way toward solidifying the
ranks against the Stalinist misleaders
in the union. In it, Curran exposes
the role of the CP in the union, tells
how its apparatus functions, names
those in charge of party work in the
different ports, etc. He warns the

membershlp against their tactics— :

phony ‘“unity” cries, “red-baiting”
charges, dragging out meetirigs for
hours_so that the ranks become fed
up and go home, leaving them in
full control. Curran tells the mem-
bers to caucus aboard ship and pre-
pare themselves for meetings so that
the Stalinists can’t rig them. He
comes out for exposing their program
rather than purging them.

We quote from Curran’s letter:

“Demanding purges of Communists
from the union will accomplish noth-
ing, just as the demand now to out-

grace of Grundy, was reputed to be
the front man and personal choice
of Grupdy apd Pittsbuyrgh manpfac-
turers. The boards of trade, State
Chamber of Commerce and various
real estate boards are prime forces
opposed to a state FEPC.

Yet Governor Douglas was forced
to include a promise for an FEPC in
his campaign platform last year. Thd
reason was simply that the- Mar_tln-
Grundy forces ‘had gone too far. In
the -1944 Leglslature they killgd an
anti-discrimination bill. The Demo-
crats begen an active campaign
among Negroes to break the tradi-
tional dependenee of the Negro peo-
ple ‘on the Republican Party. The
Democrats made serious inroads in
Allegheny County and in Philadel-
phia. That is why Duff gave.a prom-
ise for a state FEPC in 1946.

Nevertheless, Duff and the Legis-
lature Steering Commiitee success-
fully sabotaged all efforts toward ful-
filling this campaign promise, The
NAACP and Amgrican Jewish Con-
gress crganized wide support for am
FEPC. They presented a bill but
could not find a Republican sponsor.
Mass meetings were held through-
out the state.' Scores 'of trade unions
supported a state FEPC.

. The five Negro Republicans from
Phlladelphla felt' the fire under them
most especially; as did Walker of Al-
leghen)" County, a Ilargely Negro
community. Walker, in desperation,
finally introduced a bill against the
wishes of the Republican Steermg
Committee... Tt was generally con-
ceded, however, that without admin-
istration support the Walker bill was
just “for the record” and bait for
the Negro vote. It had no real chance
of passing. o
Representatives Upshur, Mintess,
Smith, Henry and Thompson, the
‘Negro Republlcans from Philadel-
phia, became increasingly frantic as

"the March 26 legislative deadlifie ap-

proached They had thelr own. bill
but feared to spllt with the adminis-
‘tration, to whcse political. .coat-tails

‘they are tied. They dld not present

their own bill. These five Negroes
were Repubheans and sub]ect to the
d15c1p1me and dependent on, tl}e pa-

" becanse the machine is

ing 186 who

law the Communist Party legally
will accomplish nothing. They will
not only go underground, but such
action endangers all liberals and de-
mocracy itself.

“They must be defeated in the
meetings aboard ship and ashore.
They must be defeated..in.elections
and a cqgwentmns Their DrQS’ram
must. be shown up as not a program
for a trade umoh, and our unicn in

particular, but as a’ program of mak-
ing the union a stooge union for the
Communist Party.”

But we must repeat. Curran’s pro-
gram can win out in the NMU only
if he organizes around himself the
best and most articulate anti-Stalin-
ist militants. You canpot fight and
win against a well organized ma-
chine unless you fight with a well
organized -machine,

Complled by JACK RANGER

linists.

pelitical freedom everywhere.”

based,jupon the trade unions.

smashmg organization.

the workers.

Workers Dicllonary

American Federation of Labor, a central organization composed of affil-
iated trade unions in the United States and Canada, founded in 1881.
The most important unions aﬂ‘iliated to the AFL are the interna-
tional unions, approximately 105 in number, each of which has con-
siderable independence and which charters its own local unions.
The stated purposes of the AFL are to promote cooperation and
mutual assmtanee among member unions, to further legislation in
the interests of members, to encourage the sale of union- made goods
and to extend unionization into unorganized fields. The CIO is a
rival central organization of unions, and there are some unions such
as several of the railroad brotherhoods which arer independent of
both AFL and CIO. Whereas the CIO generally regresents the basic
industries of the nation, and assumes the industrial form of union-
ism (industry-wide), the AFL generally represents the older forms
of mdustry—--ccnstructmn, transportation, service, printing—and is
organized on a craft union basis. At the head of almost every AFL
union, local and international, is an entrenched and well paid bu-
reaucracy, long divorced from actual work at the trade, conserva-
, tive, cautious, disdainful of the ranks, with an unbounded faith in
capitalism. Almost without exception, officials of the AFL are mem-
bers or sympathizers of the Republican or Democratic Parties and
represent the policies of those parties within the umon movement.

American Labor Party, a party formed in 1936 in New'York City which
organized ﬂle workers independently of the two old parties, bm' '
which supported and continues to support candidates of the two
old parties. For serne years the ALP has been controlled by the Sta-

Americans for Demgeratic Actjon, an orgdmzatmn of liberals—some
real some not—representing little beyorid themselves, formed late in
1946- with the stated: purpose: of “giving-the United States what it
has lacked for many years—a broad and militant progressive move-
ment unattached to any pld-line party and free of the often ton-
‘stricting embrace of the Communist Party.” Its program is vague
and general—expand the New Deal;
both concentrated wealth and overcentralized govcrnment“
the United Nations and the American plan for international control
‘of  atomic energy; “raise standards of living and support civil and

Born of the five-year-old Union for

Democratic Action, the ADA is largely representative of that section

of liberal cap1tallst thought which prefers Amierican imperialism to

Stalinist imperialism. Its leaders include Chester Bowles, Wilson

Wyatt, Leon Henderson, Eleanor Roosevelt. and other. ex-govern-

mental bureaucrats. Like its counlerpart. in the Stalinist camp, the

Progressive Citizens of America, the ADA’s main political role lies

in preventing if possible the development of a national labor party

American plan, a name emplgyers-use for the anti-union {@Je}; shop. A
patriotic term for union-smashing. Also the name oi a It?rmer umon-

Amerieanism, fundamentally American nationalism in its most pub-
‘licized usage. Many different groups claim to represent “real Amer-
icanism.” Like nationalism in all other countries, Amencamsm is
typified by rabid patriolism, attempts to settle all prablems on a na-
tional basis rather than on a world basis; it is opposed to conflict
within the nation, such as to any attempt on the part of labor to
fight for its rights. Reactionary interests use slogans of Americanism
to whip up hatreds against other nations and races in order to divide

protect civil llbeltlcs “from
support

tronage and machine support of this
party of b:g business. These so-called
“Negro representatives” {rembled
between the fear of losing Negro
votes and the wrath of the conserva-
tive political machipe of which they
are the tools.

Finally, unable to stand the pres-
sure, Upshur presented a bill on his
own. The other four Philadelphia

_ Negro representatives did: NOT sup-

port his bill. They waited for Duff,
their bread
and buifer and also their prison,
while ‘ the Negroes of P!uladelnhm
are, after all, only votes.

All of the disgusting details are
not yet known. Yet even the broad
outline of the story, as revealed
abgve, illustrates the kind of shoddy
bargammg, insincerity ‘and foul man-
euvering that tries to pa.rade ag de-
fense of Negro rights, It is clear, in
sharply etched terms, that the Re-
publican and Demoecratic parties are
not at all interested in the rights of

of the Negro people or lll aholishing -

discrimlnatmn. Once more the lesson
is clear that these parties are dan-
gerous hlind alleys for the Negro
people, as they are for all minorities
and the werking- cla&_." in general.

- Today a loaf of bread generally costs you 15 cents,
A year ago it cost 12 cents, and in 1939 it cost about
nine cents. Retail bread prices have recently been boost-
ed throughout the country by one gent a loaf, and the
big bakers are threatening further price gouges. Do the
bakers have to raise bread prices? Let's look at the

earnings of the “big four.”

Continental Baking Co., which recently boosted bread
one-half cent a loaf at wholesgle and threatened another
increase, made profits. of $7,510,206. in 1946, cqmpdred
with profits of $2,493,031. Dividends rose from 65 cents
a share in 1945 to $5.58 in 1946. Geaerul Baking: Co.

. earned profits of 83.964.625 in 1946, as’ cgolnsf $1,879,759
in 1945. Ward Baking Co. more" than ‘tripled its' profits,
from $1,122,650 in 1945 to $3.,642,738 in Y946, Profits of
Purity Bakeries rose frnm $2 030.847 in 1945 'l'o 53.424.303

ill 1946. o
WAR AND PEACE

Durmg the war the federal gover nmcnt shoveled out
$100'billion dollars a year for the purpose of achieving
maximum destruction in Europe and Asia. Remember?
The other day ‘Senator Taft had some ideas on the
amount that the federal government should spend
yearly to improve U, 8. living conditions. Clearing his
throat, the senator said he thought ‘$1 billion would be
about right—$150 million for housing, $250 million for
education, and $225 million for health assistance. This
only totals $625 million. “It would not be too much to
raise this even to $1 billion a year,” Taft told the
Senate Banking Committee. Why, $100 billion annually
for housing alone would not be enough to house ade-

quately our people. And Taft, who,

‘the senators, raised his hands for hundreds of billions
for war, grudgingly concedes a penny on the dolar to

improve U. 8. living conditions.

~ Although there are six“million farms in the United
States, about 214 million of them furnish almost all of
the commercial farm production for the entire country.
And of this number, only a small percentage of the huge
“factory farms” account for the greater portion of pro-
. Though the coal crisis, in Great Britain is
one of the contnhutmg factors to the crack-up of the-
empire, that nation has been exporting millions of dol-
lars worth of mining equipment, locomotives, and rail-
road cars in a desperate effort to obtain eredits to bol-
ster up still weaker segments of the economy. . .

duetion. .

"TAPPING THE WALL SIREET WIRE

By JACK RANGER

ley D1st:llers, besides buymg up wiperies in California
and Europe and breweries in Milwaukee, has built up
"a large animal feed business, entered the 1mported
fancy foods-field. and become a large producer of peni-
cillin. Now Schenleys has a new soft drink formula and,
plans to enter the field in a big way as soon: as sugar '

rationing ends. In addition, the company is considering

Jjust as well, .

entering the drug field. The war was very good to all
the distilleries. Net sales of Schenleys, for metanee,
rose from $74 million in 1939 to $644 million in 1946.
Seagrams, National Distillers, and Hiram Walker did
- A new synthetic yarn desigped to com-
pete with nylon is bemg produced by Union Carbide &
Carboh Co. Called vinyon N, it is said to be 75 per eent
as strong as nylon, can be stretched 40 pér cent, takes:
dyes with ease, and unlike nylon is warm to the touch.

TAXES AND THE RICH
One of the additional ways in which big corporations

paid $3,800.

together with all

can avoid paying taxes was recently revealed by the
Wall Street Journal. By indjrect purchase of shares in
investment companies specializing in bonds, they can
pare as much as 85 per cent on their taxes. For .in-
stance, a corporation receiving its interest indirectly
in dividends from such a trust pays a tax on only 15
per cent of the income. But had the same bonds been
owned directly, the corpcratlen would be.fully taxable.
On $10,000 dividend income, the corporation pays only
$570; had it owned the bonds outright, it would have

Don't think that Big Business |sn'+ taking advantage
of this loop hole, either. One such "open-end" investment
bond trust has grown from less than $1 million in 1939
to more than $25 million today. The assets of all such
investment companies have mere than tripled since 1937

and today stand at more than $1.3 billion. ‘The number
of shareholders has risen from 250 000 in 1937 to ubnnl

. Schen- sidies alone

550,000 today. . . .

The packers pulled a fast one during the last days of
OPA price controls.: Under price control, subsidies aver-
aging $2 a 100 pounds were paid to slaughterers on
live hogs, cattle and sheep, to “enable them to sell at °
ceiling prices. Last Fall the packers accepted the sub-
sidies, but held the meat in inventory until price con-
trols were ended October 15. Then they sold the meat
way above OPA ceilings, as we all remember. Alto-
gether, they netted between $5 and $10 million on sub-

By J. R. Ja

NEGROES AND BOLSHEVISM

The American government is today
bmldmg up its campaign against the
Commumst Party, “the Reds.” Read-
ers of LABOR ACTION know that
the Workers Party has been the un-
swerving foe of the Communist Par-
ty. But we oppose the Communist

~ Party because it betrays the revolu-

- tiomary  struggle. We attack it be-
cause, in its slavish subservience to
the Moscow bureaucracy, it uses Ne-
groes and the American labor move-
ment purely to advance the projects
and policies of Russia.

Many Negroes know this. And they
are filled with a deep skepticism of
political movements which are in any

way radical. At this time it will be.,

useful to recall exactly what Bolshe-
vism was and will always be. There
are many lessons for Negroes, not
only in judging political parties in
general but in judging and forming
organizations of their own.

MASS ACTION

First of all, Bolshevism represents
revolution and the revolutionary
struggle. All other political parties
depend on parliamentary means, on
petitions, telegrams to Senators, mass
meetings at which “important” and
“distinguished” politicians speak.
Bolshevism: does not disdain parlia-
mentary means. But fundamentally
it relies upon mass action —mass
demonsirations of workers, strikes,
picketing, mobilizing workers in or-
der to bring the pressure of organ-

‘An Exfremely Welcome Gift’

NEW YORK March 28—The Amer-
ican Commlttee'for European Work-
ers Relief this week makes a special
appeal for donations of cigarettes to
send to workers in Europe. Next to
food and clothing, czgarettes are
most desired’ by these suffering peo-
ple. The following excerpt from a

.letter recently received by the com-

mittee shows the need for this item:

“Today I recejved a nofice from
the postoffice that I should go and
pick up a package The joy about the
contgnts of the pa.cka.ge you cannot
imagine. Especially my wife cculd
ha.rdly conirol hersel! with. joy. The
twc pieces ‘of buiter were of . great
value. Here unfortunately there is a
great lack of fat in Gérmany. For
me tlle two paekages of cigarettes
were an extremely welcome gil’t.
1it one right away and smoked if with
great joy.”

’I‘ragma]ly highlighting the com-
mittee’s continued appeals for food
end clothmg to send to stricken Eu-
ropean workers is the fo]lcwmg news
item reported by the Berlin newspa-
per Tagesspiegel: “Three hpndred
and thirty-three res1dents of Berlin
committed suicide in January, mclud-—
‘feared they weuld
starve to death.’. The City Health
Mlmstry estlmategl 400 Berlmerg d;ed '
of hunger and, exposure in. Decem-

-ber,”

ki ! FL R SRS PR P P

The ACEWR censtantly receives
letters from recipients' of packages
sent by the committee, telling of the
almost. unbelievable hardships those
workers have suﬁered and relating
the grateiul joy w;th which food and
clothing are receivéd. Following ‘are
excerpts from one such letter, from
a schpol feacher who spent the war
years in concentration camps for his
anti-Nazi activities: \
“Gelsinkirchen.

“Again I received a package from -

you. Again the contents are valuable
and necessary thirgs....The cold
weather ~ which has’ lasted now for
nearly a month ha increased all the
difficulties. "Most of all the lack of
fat is extremely noticeable. People
are getting thinner and now they
suffer more from lche cold than other-
wise.

“In school I had no coal for three
weeks. before I asked the children

“who lost sp much schooling during

'the war to come oné henr a day
They showed home work, I gave
them more homework and they ate
their plate of soup....Oh, how poor
and ragged wrapped in m:serable

- rags the children stoed in front of

me! And in splte of all the misery,

jfull o( vast gecd will and ready to’

lem‘lh
"Ehls generat:on, my dear friend,

whlch spent thelr chxldhood

in a
bomb cellar between dead people
and tragedy, will yet see better times
if we can only succeed in opening
up for them our 1deas to dowhat
we have not yet. succeeded in doing.”

ACEWR' needs imoney to continue’

sending food, clothing and medicine
to fnrmer cnnpeqtrat:qn camp pris-
oners, trade unionists and other
needy workers in Egrope. A tgn dol-
lar donation puts 29 pounds of food
on the table of a European worker,
One dnl]ar and fifty-four cents pays
the ncstage on eleven pounds of food
or clothing. All checks and money
orders should be made out to Amer-
ican Ccmrmttee for Europea.n Work-
ers Relief and sent to 197 Second
Avenue, New York 3, N, Y.

s
Baltimore Meeting:

"THE CRISIS IN THE
LABOR MOYEMENT"
Speaker: E. R. McKINNEY
Nat’l, Sec’y, Workers Party
APRIL 11, 1947, 8:00 P. M.

'FELLOWSHIP HOUSE
- 21 West Preston
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__per cent or nct a Bolshewk woulc}.

';.

ized labor and its ®llies upén the
capitalist state. Let us illustrate the
difference by an example.

In"the years before World Wdr T
ﬁ\e Bolsheviks elected about half a
dozen. members to the Duma— the
Russian Parliament.  These elected
representatives at once became very
active about bills, the budget, par-
liamentary procedure, etc. They went
for advice to Lenin, who was living
in exile. Lenin laughed heartily and
told them what amounted to this:

“Don't bother about their bills and
their budget and their parliamentary
procedure. When your turn comes
stand up and tell them about the
lives of the workers, tell them about
all the exploitation and oppression by
the classes they represent and then
tell them that it would not be long
before the workers will rise in their
revolutionary wrath and sweep capi-
talism and its dishonest thieving par-
liaments into the dustbin.”

Something at once becomes clear.
The Bolshevik deputies were not beg-
ging the capitalist politicians and the
capitalist state for anything. They
were not even speaking to the ‘par-
11amentarians 'They were speaking
to the werkers outside. They were
using the Parhament as a forum. to
make revslutionary propaganda, to
force the attention of the more back-
ward workers, to make the middle
classes listen, to expose the fraud of
pacliamentarism,

Naturally the revolutionary party
# holds its own meetings, etc. But its

main inferest in the capitalist Par-

liament was to use it for moba]lzmg
the workers AGAINST capltahsm
and all its works.

POLICY FOR NEGROES

The Negroes of the United States
would do wonderfully if they could
1mpose upon any Ccngress_ or mu-
nicipal candidate exactly some such
policy'

“You want to go to Cong; s by
our vote. What do you propose do

there? Are you ‘going to- maneuver’

with the Democratic Party and the
Republican Party? Are you gmng to

wasté your time and our vofes by"

arguing with Bilbo and Pappy O'Dan-
iel and Taft and Pepper, that llberal
from Florida. who gets info Congress
by prea,ching white supremacy? You
are of no usé to us. Go there not to
convince and bargain- with them, but
to say luudly what we wanf. and say
it dso that the mation and all the '
world ‘will hear. Then you will get
‘our vote. Otherwlse we have no use

~ for you. -

Bolshevism carried to an extraor-
dinary pitch of skill this use of par-
liaments for revolutionary purposes.'
For example, the federal government
every year passes financial bills for
the salaries of a system ridden by Jim
Crow.- Would a Bolshevik vote for
this? No, he would denounce the sys-
tem and refuse to give his vote for
this iniquitous measure. But if dunng
the discussion of detalls of the bill,
there was a division over whether the °
lowest’ ranks of- govemment employ-
ees should have an increase’ of " ten"

L

 linists.

speak in favor and votfe in fayor., If
parliamentary procedure allowed®he
would move for the, reduction of all
cab1 et members’ sa]arles, just in or-
der to expose the injustices of the
system. If it were possible to get such .
a motion passed, he would vote for it.
But then, when it ‘came to the final
vote, heswould vote a loud and re-
sounding “No,” indicating thereby
his repudiation of the whole system.

That is the Bolshevik method.
There is absolutely no reason why a. .
Congressman elected by Negroes
should nat carry it out.

The appropriations for war? No.
And not a mere vote but a detailed
exposure of the whole system. And
having made these speeches and car-
ried out these actions in Congress,
the Congressman would then go out
to the people and make them over
again. One Congressman who acted
in this way on behalf of the Negro
people would do more good for Ne-
‘groes than the whole Democratic
Party!

DON'T NEED “FRIENDS”

Exactly the same _policy is the Bol-
shewk policy for a labor Congress-
man. “Friends of labor” in Congress
are no good to the working class
movement. “Friends of Negroes” are
no good in Congress to the Negro peot
ple. They are no good on City Coun-
cils. All they do is to confuse and
co_rrupt the people’s political think-
ing. )

Now we ask the Negroes: has this
or anything like this been the policy
of Ben Davis, for example, the Com-
munist Party member on the New
York City Council? One year he is
supporting Lehman and Mead., Then
comes an upheaval in the Commu-
nist Party, Browder is thrown out,
Foster comes’ in, a new policy is an-
nounced and —Ben Davis supports
Mead and Lehman! A genuine Bpl-
shevik is distinguished by the' con-
sistency of his opposition to all as-
pects of the capitalist system. He
votes for or supports only those spe-
cific things which'benefit the work-
ers and the oppressed and he op-
poses everything else.

Now it seems to us that a Negro
commumty like Harlem would cre-
ate a stlr that would be felt in all
parts of the country if it demanded i
of its cand;date that his main task
in and out ' of Cr)ngress or mumm-
pallty was to ‘denounce the system
and use parhamentary forms and
practices as a trlbune for the educa-
tion of the peogle

The great crime of 'the Communist
Party is that 1t has prostituted the
very name ef Bo]shewsm in the ser V-
ice of Moscow. The Amerzcan capi- -
talist class is out to break these Sta-
Negroes cannopt stand aside
and see this happen without protest.
It is an mvaswn of democrallc
rights. But our” way of defeatmg
these corrupting rats is to put for-
ward ' labor and  Negro candidates
who, by a genu;nely revolutionary:
policy, will educate the people both
as 'to the cr:mes of Amenean impe-
rialism #nd the betr: n,Yd]S ol‘ 1he Mes~ '
cow stooges.
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The Workers Party in the 'Str_ug_g_l_e Against _Am_;ericd_n Fascism

The above picture shows the Los Angeles Local of the Workers Party in action during an. a.nti-i’asciét demon-

stration held in that city. The occasion for the demonstration was the arrival of the anti-Semitic, labor-hating
fascist, Gerald L. K. Smith, who was “received” by a large demonstration, of which the above picture shows the

Workers Party contingent.
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By ERNEST ERBER

FVHE announcement seven
years ago that a split had
taken place in the American
Trotskyist movement and that
a new organization, called the
Workers Party, had been form-
ed received scant notice from
those readers of the metropoli-
tan press who may have
chanced across the item buried
on the inside pages. It seemed
less important to the average
reader than a fight at an Elks con-
vention over the naming of the next
convention city. It hardly rated as a
footnote of history when compared
with the big news of the day, Hit-
ler’s invasion of Norway and the
ficht between the interventionists
and isolationists in this country.
Time magazine saw in the schism
among the Trotskyists an occasion
for one of its displays of political
ignorance and gave it a couple of
columns of humorous treatment—
under the head of “Religion.” Even
to that section of the public known
as the *“radical labor publie,” the
event seemed somewhat routine;
“the ‘Trotskyists had another split.”

*The press of the Socialist Workers
Party did its best to create among
its readers a variant of the latter
reception; ‘‘another unassimilable
group has left to follow Weisbord,
Field, Ohler and others into obliv-
ion.” Our early-demise was repeat-
edly and confidently predicted.

As we approach the Seventh An-
niversary of the Workers Party, we
do not find it possible to record that
the public-at-large has been made
much more aware of our existence

By NATHAN GOULD

EVEN years is a very short

time in the life of a revo-
lutionary socialist party. Yet
these PARTICULAR seven
yvears have been adequate to
demonstrate the loyalty of the
Workers Party to the ideas of
revolutionary socialism, its de-
votion to the cause of the
American and international
working class.

The Workers Parly was born in
April of 1940—shortly after the out-
break of the Second World War. The
first six years of its life were war
years. In its unflinching opposition to
the imperialist war this young organ-
ization passed its first test as a revo-
lutionary party.

The war itself could not prevent
the vigorous presentation of our
Marxist views nor impair the devel-
opment of new ideas to cope with
the many developments in working
class ‘world politics. The party was
a living movement composed of
thinking revolutionists. It met trying
circumstances ‘with bold ideas tested
and proved by events.

But the war DID impair the organ-
izational growth of the party. Hardly
had we celebrated our first anniver-
sary than the party began to take
note of a growing depletion of our
trained young cadres by the draft.
Despite the handicaps imposed by the
war, the organization was sustained.
It was not, however, until one year
ago that our party, which had met
its political obligations so ‘admirably,
was in a position to test itself organ-
izationally. It is now possible and
important to submit our activities
since our last anniversary to review.

We cannot, of course, recount in
this small space all of the activities
in'whieh our party engaged nation-
ally, much less the many-sided ac-
tivities of our branches. But we can
provide (and these only in general
terms) some of the highlights of our
accomplishments.

PARTY IS STRONGER
THAN A YEAR AGO

~ The. seventh anniversary of the
Workers Party finds us still small

and weak—in our very organizational .

infancy. We are as yet very far from
being a mass party with great influ-
ence among large masses of workers.
Our membership is small—even tiny.
Our influence is commensurately
small. We suffer almost all of the in-
adequacies eommon to and inherent
in a party that is largely isolated in
a vast and powerful country.
L

But 'the party TODAY is LARGER
and STRONGER than it was one
year ago. Within the limitations of
our size, the Workers Party has made
some very measurable strides for-
ward since April, 1946. The amazing
firmness and tenacity displayed by
our party during the war, when it
held its ground against the heaviest
odds, 'has been supplemenfed by a
new vitality which drives the party
and the ideas whlch it represents
forward.

We have recruited many new mem-
bers during the last year. Our branch-
es have been consolidated and, where
necessary, reorganized. Almost every
branch has increased its membership
and expanded vastly upon its activi-
ties. In addition to the strengthened
old branches, several new branches
have been formed, most notable
among these being the branch of coal
miners in West Virginia. These
branches have helds more public
meetings, engaged in more public ac-
tivities, issued and distributed more
literature, conducted more classes
and educational - forums than ever
before in the history of the party.

In one year, we have more ‘than
doubled our staff of organizers.

‘LABOR ACTION with our support
has béen expanded from a four to an
eight-page weekly and despite rising
costs and financial difficulties has
been maintained as an eight-page
paper. The New International, month-
ly organ of revolutionary Marxism,
has improved its content and has al-
most doubled its circulation.

Since last April, ‘our publications
department hds published one full-
length book, “The Fight for Social-
ism,” by Max Shachtman, and three
pamphlets: “Plenty ¥For All” by Er-
nest Erber (a revised and illustrated
edition); “Marxism in the United
States,” by Leon Trotsky; and “The
Question of Unity Between the
Workers Party and- the Socialist
Workers Party,” by Albert Goldman.

' It has, in addition, published and cirt

culated several educational outlines
and works, among these “The ABC
of Marxism,” by Harold Draper, and
“QOutline of Volume I of Marx’'s Capi-

- tal,” by F. Forest.

The branches of the Workers Party
engage in publication activities of
their own, geared to local problems
and issues. Some outstanding exam-
ples of these are the pamphlet pub-
lished by Loecal New York on prices,
the pamphlet published by local Los
Angeles against “Jim Crow in Los
Angeles,” and the election program
published by local Chicago. .

Almost fifty per.cent of our party
mempers are. workers active in. their
unions. As ‘worker militants they
have participated actively in the

Active in Labor Struggle, Lea
In Socialist Thought -- WP Record

‘strike struggles of the workers in
numerous industries. The militant
stand advocated by these members
and. their model conduct in the strug-
tles of labor have widened our influ-
ence in militant labor and union ecir-
cles. Similarly, the party’s program
for the veterans and its fight for
housing and against rising prices and
rents have extended its influence
among the ex-GI’s.

Since April a year ago, the Work-
ers Party has participated in election
campaigns in three different cities:
In New York (November, 1946),
where it sponsored the candidacy of
Max Shachtman, national chairman,
and Ernest R. McKinney, national

secretary ‘of the Workers: Party, for

" Congress; in Chicago, where Albert

Goldman is the candidate of the

~ Workers Party for mayor; and in

Los Angeles, where Harold Draper is
our candidate for councilman in the

Seventh IAstrict. These campaigns, .

of course, involve many public ac-
tivities, including radio addresses,
mass meetings, street corner meet-
ings and the circulation of many
thousands of pieces of literature.

In our public activilies primary at-
tention has been focused upon the
fight against rising prices, against the
lifting of rent controls, for adequate
housing, and for the formation of an

(Continued on page 6)

than it was in 1940; however, the
radical public and large sectlons of
the progressive labor movement not

only know of us but recognize us as .

a distinctive current on the Ameri-
can labor scene. As for the SWP,
*few among them still console them-
selves with expectations of our im-
minent collapse.

A DISTINCTIVE CURRENT

To the politically inexperienced, it
seems inexplicable that a political
organjzation- should find cause for
pride in the mere fact that it sur-
vived. Yet a quick look back over the
road travelled by the workers’ po-
litical movement ‘to date should ‘be
sufficient to reveal that our pride is
not merely a form of whlst}mg in
the dark, for this road is strewn
with the remains of dozens of organ-
izations, most of which hardly lasted
more than a couple of years. The
reference of our opponents-to Field,
Weisbord, Lovestone, et al, was not
without seme basis. The basis, how-
ever, consisted of a notion that “his-
tory repeats itself,” rather than an
analysis of what our tendency repre-
sented.

How explain i-lle fact that the
Workers Party not only survived for
seven years, but, far from facing dis-
integration today, is prepared: for
sturdy growth in the future now that
it has lived through its perilous in-
fancy? The cause is‘to be found in the
same factors that determined the sur-
vival of the Trotskyist movement as a
whole when all other ‘oppésition
groups that split off from the Com-
intern dried up and vanished. Like the
Trotskyist movement as a whele in
the pre-war period, the WP survived
because its ideas met the fest of
events. '

The program, consisting of both
the formal, written documents and
the actions taken, is the heart of
every political movement. A mass
party has much more in addition to
this vital organ. When the heart be-
gins to miss a few beats in time of
critical turns, such a mass party can
carry itself along for a considerable
time upon its other assets. However,
with a tiny ideological grouping, the
program is practically everything.
If its heart misses, the grouping dies -
swiftly. It either lives by the
strength of its ideas or it ceases to
live.

SOME POLITICAL ZOMBIES

There are, of course, organizations
whose heart has failed long ago but
which, for the purposes of the cen-
sus, are still counted among ‘the liv-
ing, But these are organizations
with a great past they continue tb
live off of. Among such political
zombies are the Socialist Party, the
Socialist Labor Party and the IWW
—spectral shadows that defy burial.
Their hearts lie buried with Debs,
Haywood and De Leon. If the Social-
ist Party gives evidence of some via-
bility in contrast to the others, it is
indicative of its programmatic

A Party With a Free and A

By IRVING HOWE

In this issue of LABOR ACTION
we aré celebrating the seventh anni-
.versary of the Workers Party. There
appear other articles on the party’s’
political contributions, its differences
with the other sections of the revo-
lutionary socialist movement and its
history of political activity and de-
velopment. What I wish to disecuss in
this brief comment is a much more
modest point; but one which, in my
.opinion, is of central significance in
making possible the political devel-
opment of our tendency.

It is perhaps a commonplace to say
that we are living in an age of mush-
rooming bureaucratism. In every
sphere of social life and every aspect
of political organization, we can see
the cancer-like growth of concep-
tions of political relationship, organ-
ization and life itself, which reflect
this development of bureaucratism.
Far from accepting the superficial
analysis that bureaucratism in mod-
ern society arises from the sheer fact
of large organization, of concentra-
tion of the means of production and
the means of coercion; Marxists ra- .
ther see in the development of bu-
reaucratism an index of the decay of
an already rotling society. Bureau-
cratism is the parasitism of a his-
torically, outlived society. To say
this is not by .any means to exhaust
the matter, but it 'is to say something
which is essential to its understand-
ing. _

WP’S ACHIEVEMENT

But the bureaucratism and the de-
velopment of bureaucratic mentali-
ties—of which a corollary is always
the development of subservient men-
talities among some. of those subser-

vient to bureaucratism — does not
merely manifest-itself in the capital-
ist world. It seeps into the labor
movement and into the soecialist

.movement as well. The revolutionary

party, for all its socialist idealism and
its rejection of capitalist attitudesand
modes of life, must exist in the capi-
talist world. Tt is therefore not im-
mune to the poisons of capitalism
which it wishes to destroy.

But a recognition of this fact means
that revolutionaries will be con-
stantly on guard to preserve and im-
prove the standards and practices of
their organization; they will preserve
diligently the democratic practices
and attitudes of their party. This
means not merely the formal demo-
cratic procedures, but much more
important the actual content of dem-
ocratic party practices: the tolerance

of minority points of view; the loy-
alty to those with whom one dis-.
agrees by stating their ideas honestly
and fairly and in polemizing objec-
tively and impersonally; and the en-
couragement of habits of critical and
independent thought. Better a mem-
bership which thinks critically and
independently and makes mistakes
than one which depends on a leader,
no matter how clairvoyant he may
be! .

It is such conceptions which have
animated us in building the Workers
Party. And I think that in this re-
spect—which has made possible our
political development and our prac-
tical activity—we have succeeded to
a high degree. We have established
a party with a free and alert internal
atmosphere, where members mnot
merely have the RIGHT to express

rkers Part

adaptability, born of its historically
amorphous’ character. For some
years now there has been a quest for
a new heart for the SP, i.e., a pro-
gram related to our times. We do not
deny that the latter is possible.
“Doctor” Krueger's efforts, to resur-
rect the corpse with a heart com-
pounded of the non-Socialist “mixed
economy” theory and a frank appeal
to the middle class, may restore the
8P ‘among the living. Such a move-
ment, of course, would not only not
represent -any continuity of the So-
cialist Party of Debs but hardly any
continuity of the Socialist Party of
Hillquit.

Compared to parties which live by
looking forward to a great past, our
‘Workers Party made its way
through ‘the bleak years of World
War II without the benefit of any
historic past in the eyes of the pub-
lic. This is not to say that we had
no well-known antecedents. Our WP
boasted a pedigree traceable to an
honorable ancestry. Our ideological
roots were in the international Trot-
skyist movement, in the Left Oppo-
sition and in the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion. But this tradition, as well as
the formal program of Trotsky and
the person of Trotsky were linked
with the SWP in the eyes of radical
workers. They chose ‘to speak of the
“Trotskyists” when referring to the
SWP and of the “Shachtmanites”
when referring to us.

We have characterized the theo-

their views but feel free and are en-
couraged to do so. We have built a
party in which revolutionary Marx-
ists can live in comradeship and mu-
tual respect, even though they may
have many serious disagreements
among themselves and may conduct
a sharp ideological striuggle on these
disagreements. And we have built
this kind of party while preserving
the discipline in action without which
no' serious party can exist.

‘But’ you may‘'say: what is so re-
markable about that.Isn'? that what
a Marxist party should be like and
isn’t that what the great Marxist
partles have always been like? Of
course, of course. But we must re-
member the epoch in which we live
—which is not the golden epoch of
revolutionary upheaval but rather the
period of defeats and decline. In such
a period, as has been noted before,
disintegrative bureaucratic ' concep-
tions and practices seep into the rev-
olutionary movement too: leadership;
disloyalty to oppositions,
for their actual rights even while
ceding their formal rights; a nanow
monolithism of political views which
brands disagreement on even-minor
questions as “revisionism”; abusive
and sdide polemics against internal
party opponents and against other
socialist groups.

JUSTIFIED IN PRACTICE

Qur practice has, I think, justified
our conceptions. Let me take two
deliberately minor illustrations,
which yet illuminate the entire mat-
ter. At one time it was believed in
the Trotskyist movement that to give
to a sympathizer of the party an in-
ternal bulletin which contained dis-
cussion -of different points of.view,

disregard .

retical and political blunders of the
Fourth International as being ex-
tremely serious. Yet the Fourth In-
ternational also survived and, in

some countries, grew despite ‘these .

blunders and 'in the face of terrible
persecution that robbed it of some of
its best cadres. The Fourth Interna-
tional did not have the support of

a state power which supplied it with, .

prestige, funds, facilities and per-

sonnel as did the Stalinists in the. .

European underground. The Fourth
International survived because the
traditions of the Trotskyist move-
ment gave the cadres an abiding
faith in the imminence of a prole-
tarian revolution that would end the
war and conquer power in Europe.
As a resuit, the blunderg, weré not to
exercise’ the}r consequences until aft-
er the war when the balance sheet
could be struck and the discrepancy
between programmatic orientation
and reality would begin to emerge.
The ideological crisis of the Fourth
International is only now beginning
to take hold of its cadres.

The program of the Workers Party’

met the two great tests of the war—
a revolutionary orientation toward
the role of Russia and toward the role
of the mass resistance movements
under the Nazi occupation. Beginning
by characterizing Russia’s invasion of
Poland in 1939 as an imperialist act
on the part of a badly bureaucratized
ond degenerdted workers' staté, we
(Continued on page 5) .
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was a serious breach of discipline.
We have changed our attitude on
that. We believe that there is no rea-
son for any interested sympathizer
not to know the opinions of any com-
rade on POLITICAL questions, be
those comrades in a gajority or mi-
nority in'the party..In that sense we
have a stronger feeling of our re-

sponsibility to sympathizers.'I think -~

this change in procedure on our part

is a step toward the refurbishment of

the revolutionary party’s democratic
character and thereby the entire con=
ception of socialism.

" Another small example: the New -

International, our theoretical -maga-
zine, has' opened its pageés to a di-
versity of opinion in the Marxist
movement, both from inside the WP
and from those nen-party Marxists

willing to contribute to it. Polemics -
.on a variety of subjects have spiced

the magazine; perliaps as a result thé
magazine hasevensuffered somewhat
in terms of integration of contimuity
of material. This atmosphere of "in-
tellectual “operiness”—which has not
in the slightest prevented, but has b
fact helped, both the magazine and
the party to expound most vigorously

its own official positions — has .pro- .

voked thought and discussion, coh-
flict and clarification. For the most
part, we have kept these discussions
clean and clear of abuse and ' pér-
sonal reference.

This, I think, is part of our central
achievement: the concepfion of a
Marxist party loyal to revolutionary
principles but simultaneously alert to
new events and ready to face prob-
lems rather than repeat by rote; a
Marxist party where revolutionary

~ militancy and democratic freedorn go

hand in hand.
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Are Gov't Bmployees Slaves?

The Condon-Wadlin bill outlawing
strikes by public employees has become
New York law with Governor Dewey’s sig-
nature. Similar bills are before various
legislatures and Congress. One such bill,
introduced into the House of Representa-
tives by its Labor Committee and presum-
ably designed to halt the pending strike of
telephone workers, would give the govern-
ment sweeping powers to issue injunctions
in strikes effecting the public welfare.

Thus, we have in New York a law based
on the fraudulent premise that you can-

.not strike against the government. And a

bill introduced in Congress which is an
extension of that fraud-to virtually every
worker, for there are few industries that
do not effect the “public health, safety or
convenience.” Between outlawing strikes

by public employees and outlawing any

and all strikes, there is a difference more
superficial than real. The end result can
only be enslavement of all workers,

What about this assumption that “you
cannot strike against the government?”
It is an argument contrived by the govern-
ment without any basis in fact or logic.
Which government? The capitalist govern-
ment, of course. We have heard the “argu-
ment” used repeatedly. And by sheer
weight of repetition it has perhaps gained
plausibility. But it is nothing more than
an assertion, an agsertion which has grave
consequence for both public and NON-
public employees.

' In its immediate effect it deprives gov-
ernment workers, clerks, teachers, street
cleaners and so forth, of the rights held by
other workers. In its eventual effect it can
destroy the rights so painfully won by
other workers, and thus reduce them to
the slave status of government employees.

It is time that government employees,
whose rights have always been limited,
subject as they are to purges, witch hunts,
investigations and political pressure, be
elevated to the status gained by workers in
private industry.

Let us examine that last phrase, “pri-
vate industry,” and relate it to the point
we are discussing. Every act of private
business is now the affair of the govern-
ment, directly or indirectly. We have seen
ample demonstration of that. Moreover,
we no longer live in the day of tiny fac-
tories. We live in a time of high industrial
concentration and, as a parallel of that, in-
volved government intervention. Economy
and politics become more intimately re-

" lated with each passing day. Hence, almost

5 1

every strike is already in a sense a strike
against the government. As an illustration
we can use the mine situation. The mines
are currently under government operation,
though the profits fatten the private own-
ers. And so seferal hundred thousand coal

miners become subject to the fiction that.

“you cannot strike against the govern-
ment.” o '

Or look at it apart from actual govern-
ment seizure. Look at it from the point of
view of “public health, safety or conveni-
ence.” How many workers do not in some
way contribute to “public health, safety
or convenience?”’ The telephone workers
most certainly do. The coal miners most
certainly. Steel workers, auto workers,
agricultural laborers, teachers—in short,
virtually everybody. The only ones exelud-
ed are the profiteers and coupon clippers
and idlers of all kinds, including congress-
men, and others who are anxious tb_out-
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law strikes, who contribflte absolutely
nothing to “public health, safety or con-
yenience.” \

It is painful even to contemplate the
reasoning advanced in support of the as-
sertion. The same people who need to wait
for a major disaster before they find it
necessary to investigate safety conditions
in the mines, drool hypocritically over the
calamity that will beset the people if their
children cannot attend school during a
strike or if they are deprived of the use of
the telephone. !

The teachers situation occasioned the
New York law. We have a much higher
regard for the value of teachers to society
than do the Deweys. We have 8o much re-
gard for the service they render that we
believe they ought to get paid enough to
live like human beings, and ought to have

.the rights of human beings, including the

right to strike,

Invariably, usually when teachers or
clerks threaten strike action, we are treat-
ed to a doleful picture of what will happen
if street cleaners are permitted to strike.
Yes, street cleaners perform a great pub-

lic service, a much greater one than that

performed by Wadlins and Condons, who
contribute nothing but stench, Yet until
somebody can suggest a‘ better way for
street cleaners to settle their grievances

_than that esj:ablished_th_l:piagh_. generations

of labor history, their right to strike must
be considered inviolable, regardless of
monstrous laws. Their service is an essen-
tial one for the people as a whole, But if
they have to resort to strike; then we must
support them. They come from our class,
the working class, and we have confidence
in their judgment, ) :

It must be our object to extend the
rights of all workers to government em-
ployees, and not the reverse. The labor
movement, virtually in its entirety, has al-
ready indicated its opposition to the vari-
ous propositions which would limit the
rights of workers, employed by the gov-
ernment or by private industry. It must
not be permitted to rest there. There is
already a law on the statute books of New
York. Action must accordingly be taken to
wipe that law off the books and to bar
other laws from being enacted—through
union organized mass protest, test cases in
court, work stoppages, and independent
political pressures. 5

We think it altogether ‘legitimate for
public workers performing a vital service
which it may be dangerous to suspend to
call upon other workers to strike for them.
We think it also legitimate for teachers
and others who are denied the right to
strike to test the prohibition by calling
upon other unions to support them in sym-
pathy strikes. We think it necessary that
the entire labor movement take appropri-
ate action—a nationally organized protest
demonstration, for example—to halt “gov-
ernment by injunction” and to block the
attempts to enslave labor by outlawing the
right to strike, _ '
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Desertions from Stalin’s Al;my

Faced with the prospect of returning to the “glori-
ous workers fatherland,” the “home of socialist con-
struction,” the soldiers of the Russian army in the
occupied countries of Europe are deserting at an amaz-
ing rate. At the moment the Russian army authorities
are holding in a camp in eastern Mecklenburg, Ger-

many, seven thousand Russian army deserters who have

been apprehended. Thousands more are reported to be
roaming through the countryside of eastern Germany,
Poland and the Balkans. An estimate offered by the
New York Times reporter, Delbert Clark, in a dispatch
dated March 25 is that 10 per cent of the Russian occu-
pation troops have deserted. Some of them, he reports,
have become bandits and others have even gone to the
extreme of filtering into displaced persons camps,
though they must certainly know the unhappy lot of
the DPs.

Clark writes: “It is reported that rotation in the
occupation forces is more frequent than in the past,
with soldiers going home only after three or four
months’ service in Germany. The reason for this con-
stant turnover in the large occupation army is believed
to be unwillingness to expose Soviet army men too long
to the pleasures of life outside the Soviet Union and
to the possible subversive influence of non-Communists.

“Near the end of last November the Russians exe-
cuted a large replacement maneuver, sending a large
proportion of the wveterans of occupation home. The
highways and railroads were clogged for weeks and at
that time it was learned that o large number deserted
rather than go back to the Spartan life under the five-
year plan.” :

ANY RISK TO ESCAPE STALINISM °

This is truly a remarkable situation. Here are’the
soldiers of what is supposed to be a “workers’ country,”
one in which there is “freedom and plenty” who yet
prefer to take the terrible risk of deserting the Russian
army rather than return to the blessed paradise of
Stalinism. We may be certain, too, that deserters in
Stalin’s army are treated with at least as much harsh-
ness—to indulge in 'a far-fetched understatement—as
in the U. 8. army. A Russian army deserter must cer-
tainly know that if he is apprehended, he will likely
soon find himself in a forced labor battalion in some
Siberian waste or in some distant and bleak Asiatic
province. Yet they still desert.

They are even willing to go to the extreme of getting
themselves into DP camps to share the lot of those most
wretched of Europe's. survivors. Anything, apparently,
but return to the suffocating, wretched, dismal, starving
prison-camp of Stalinism.

This striking news gives us a glimpse into the fact
that the Russian people do not blindly accept the Stalin
dictatorship, as some have been telling us. Those think-
ers who see a total manipulation of the mass will by
the modern totalitarian state are wrong, for wherever
the masses have the opportunity they indicate their
dissatisfaction, their rebelliousness, It is of course true
that the modern totalitarian state makes it infinitely
more difficult to express this dissatisfaction, to find an
outlet for it; but though they ni?i{y‘bé'for'ced to remain

'

Cannon Explains SWP Position

quiet, at least large sections of the masses in the
totalitarian countries do not accept the organized lies
of their masters. They preserve, so to speak, a collective
poker-face and when necessary indulge in a collective
cheer in behalf of the Fuehrer or Il Duce or The Be-
loved Leader; but they know better.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE DESERTIONS

¢« This, we think, is the central significance of the
hews about the Russian army desertions. But there are
.at least two other aspects worth discussing.

:The Stalinist leaders give their soldiers frequent
leaves because of their “unwillingness to expose Soviet
army men too long to the pleasures of life outside the
Soviet Union." But where have' these soldiers been? In
Poland, in Bulgaria, in Hungary, in eastern Germahy—
most of them never having had anything but an abysmally
low standard of living, all of them countries wracked by
the war, and now at a semi-starvation level. Yet by com-
parison life in these countries is "luxurious™; in wretched
Bulgaria and Rumania the Russian soldiers find tempta-
tion! What then, we can ask ourselves, must conditions of
life be in Russia? z

» And finally this report sheds considerable light on
the problem of Russian army morale, which was so
heatedly discussed during the war. If the morale of
Russian soldiers was as high as its apologists of one
stripe or another claimed, the extremely high rate of
desertion (let us even be conservative and cut in half
the figure the correspondent offers) would be impos-
sible. Surely no other country’s army had as high a rate
of desertion during the war; and let it be remembered
that when, for example, there were desertions in the
U. 8. army during the war they took place under the
strain of combat or possible combat, not at the prospect
of returning to the native country,

BASIS OF MORALE DURING WAR

* The news about the Russian army desertions en-
ablés us to conclude what was possible to deduce from
a whole series of other facts: the stibborn and high
morale of the Russian soldiers during the war was
based on any adherence to the Stalin regime, any an-
a desire to defend their invaded nation. It was not
based on a desperate hatred for the Nazi invaders and

' thusiasm for the bureaucratic rulers. Whether cor-

rectly or not, the' Russian soldiers fought so desperately
because they believed Hitler to be a greater evil, not
because they believed the Stalin regime to be a positive
good.

Now that the war is over, the signs of strain are
beginning to show. Though Russia is the most tightly-
knit totalitarian regime in modern history,, it can only
establish the iron wall of silence around its OWN
borders; so soon as it is required to send its troops to
other countries to consolidate its imperialist policies,
aspects of the true situation in Russia become known,

All of which is not to'indulge in any wishful think-
ing about the immediate or imminent collapse of the
Russian dictatorship. Quite the contrary. It is merely
to point to the fact that large sections of the Russian
masses know they are in a prison-camp; whenever they
can they express, even if in the most extreme ways,
their dissatisfdction with their status..

Revolutionists and the GPU

In its March 24 issue, LABOR and

“informing”

against it, and There is no doubt whatever that

ACTION printed a letter ‘which
Ruth Fischer wrote to The Militant
and a copy of which she sent to LA-
BOR ACTION. This letter replied
to an editorial which appeared in
The Militant denouncing her appear-
.ance before the House Committee
on un-American Affairs to testify
against Gerhart Eisler, GPU agent.
The Militant editorial had referred
to Ruth Fischer as an' “informer”
and a “tool of American imperial-
ism.”

We are, however, glad to note, as
we are certain our readers will also
be, that The Militant in its March 29
issue prints a special editorial article
which repudiates its previous charac-
terization of Ruth Fischer. Written by
the national secretary of the Seocial-
ist Workers Party, James P. Cannon,
the March 29 statement declares its
characterization of Fischer as an
“informer" to be a "most unfortunate
and inexcusable error.”

Our own view on the question of
the propriety of working class use
of capitalist institutions in the fight
against the GPU murder machine
and our attitude toward the case of
Ruth Fischer in particular, has al-
ready been set forth, in substance,
in a letter to LABOR ACTION by
Comrade Jack Weber (March 17,
1947), and in the editor’s introduc-
tion to Ruth Fischer’s letter to The
Militant (March 24, 1947). -

Because the article by Comrade
Cannon puts the question properly
and gives it the answer it requires,
we are glad to reprint the bulk of it
for the information of our readers:

L ]

By JAMES P. CANNON !

In the February 15 issue of The
Militant appeared an editorial re-
ferring to Ruth Fischer and her tes-
timony against the Stalinist GPU
agent, Eisler, before the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities.
The editorial was occasioned by the
fact that the capitalist press, follow-
ing the lead of the Daily Worker,
had referred to her as a “Trotsky-

ite.” Since this is obviously not the

case, the object of the editorial was
to reject the false political identifi-
cation of Ruth Fischer with the or-
ganized Trotskyist movement.

In the course of the editorial, Ruth
Fischer was referred to, in passing,
as an “informer.” In view of the in-
vidious connotation which is popu-
larly attached to the word “infor-
mer,” this was a most unfortunate

- and most inexcusable error. All the

more inexcusable since we Trotsky-
ists for many long years have been

explaining the criminal character of .
" Stalinism and its GPU murder ma-

chine, and have been denouncing it

alarming the workers of the world to
its deadly menace. We have done this
on every possible oceasion and from
every available forum, be it a public
mass meeting, a Commission of In-
quiry into the Moscow Trials, the
capitalist press, parliamentary com-
mittees, or even ecapitalist courts,
And we will gladly do the same
again on any oceasion where the
opportunity presents itself.

In the long generations of the de-
velopment of the world labor move-
ment a well-recognized standard of
ethics has made it a grave offense
for representatives of rival parties,
groups or factions within the labor
movement to submit their quarrels
to the adjudication of bourgeois ‘tri-
bunals or to “inform” against each
other. Every class-conscious worker,
and even every ordinary trade union-
ist, instinctively recoils against such
practices. But the professional kill-
ers of the GPU-Comintern appara-
tus, with the blood of so many tens
of thousands of the best flower of the

proletariat on their hands, have no .

right whatsoever to claim the bene-
fits of this labor ethic when anyone
points the accusing finger at them
at any time or from any tribunal.
Ruth Fischer was right to protest
against such a possible implication,
in a letter to the National Commit-

"tee of the SWP, and we sincerely re-

gret the unfortunate and inexcusable
incident.

Political assassination, the dread
weapon introduced into the labor
movement by Stalinism,; is a stand-
ing threat to the free functioning
and even to the very existence of
every activist. All factions, all ten-
dencies, all people who hope and
strive for a better world must unite
to expose and denounce such assassi-
nations, no matter whom the victim
may be at the moment. We have al-
ways taken this position, and not
only in the case of Trotskyists, who
contributed more than one drop to
the rivers of blood shed by the Stal-
inist Mafia. ’

We did all we could to expose the
Moscow Trials and to defend the
honor of its victims, including those
who were not Trotskyists in doctri-
nal sense of the word. Our party
held a protest-memorial meeting for
the martyred Andres Nin, leader of
the Spanish POUM, and spared no
space in our press to accuse the
Stalinist murder bund in the mys-
terious disappearance of the Social-
ist, Mare Rein, and the mysterious
“suicide” of Krivitsky. And the col-
umns of our press likewise remain
always open to the Tresca Memorial

Lommittee in its tireless efforts to

keep alive his noble memory and
track down his assassins, - -

Stalinism is the most formidable and
dangerous enemy within the ranks
of the labor, movement and the great-
est obstacle to the emancipation
struggle of the workers. But who
will defedt Stalinism, and what will
take its place in those regions of the
earth where it is consolidated in the
form of state power? That is the
question.

Ruth Fischer in the above-men-
tioned letter also protested against
the reference in The Militant edi-
torial to her “serving as a tool of
American imperialism.” If that is
taken to signify any conscious and
mercenary service to the American
imperialist monster on the part of
Ruth Fischer—as is the case with
not a few professional anti-Stalin-
ists—then such an interpretation
must be emphatically disavowed. We
know very well the long and honor-
able record of Ruth Fischer in the
international labor movement, and
the difficult conditions under which
she has had to work as an emigre in
war-time in America, and we do not
wish to impugn her personal integ-
rity in any way or.to any degree.

Stalinism must be averthrown. By
whom? Stalinism must be replaced
wherever it is consoildated into a
state regime. By what? These are
political and not personal questions.

.To put the issue positively:
Either, the independent movement
of the working class will defeat Stal-
inism and capitalism with it, and
proceed to the construction of the
Socialist world order. Or, Stalinism,
as represented by its state regime,
will be overthrown by American im-
perialism in the course of its mad
drive to reduce the people of the
entire world to the status of colonial
slaves. That is to say, those people
who survive the atomic bombs, and
the rockets, and the bacterial war-
fare, and the other harmless toys
which the playful “democrats” at
Washington are spending so many
billion dollars to manufacture and
prepare. -

In our opinion, it is not enough to
be an anti-Stalinist. One must also
have a positive revolutionary pro-
gram. In our opinion, those anti-

" Stalinists who do not unequivocally

take'the program of the independent
movement of the workers, counter-
posing it to both Stalinism and capi-
talist imperialism, must inevitably
fall into the service of the latter, re=
gardless of what their subjective in-
tentions may be. The question of

Stalinism and how to fight it, and
what to replace it with, is a problem
of the greatest magnitude. It does

‘not admit of any ambiguity,
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PURE SCIENCE—AND THE
PRICK OF CONSCIENCE

PART Il

The refusal of the scientist Norbert Wiener
to transmit information on guided missiles to an-
other scientist is an honorable act. It is all the
more noteworthy at a time when the great body
of scientists seems content to bask in the public
esteem which now acerues to them and to savor
the comforts of the unexpected salary increments.

Wiener’s position, as he himself recognizes, is
of limited utility, and he has been successfully at-
tacked by persons whose moral criteria are lower
than his but whose logic is more consistent. He is
also susceptible to criticism on broader grounds.
On the basis of his present position he cannot suc-
cessfully answer the question: Does not the sup-
pression of some scientific information predicate
the suppression of all new data, since no ohe at
the moment can tell when such data might be
militarily useful in the future? )

How can a person be opposed to indiseriminate
destruction of civilians by controlled missiles and
condone similar carnage in “normal” warfare
through area bombing, for instance? Further,
what serious differentiation can be made between
the civilian and the civilian-soldier? Why is it
moral to kill one and not the other?

And in blaming the military Tor putting new

discoveries to perverse use Wiener is on very
shaky ground. It was the secientists, in fact, who
called the attention of the army and navy to the
military potentialities of nuclear fission, and it
was they who achieved the adoption of the atomie
research program in spite of the bureaucratic
myopia of the big brass. No less a figure than
Albert Einstein, the onetime pacifist, was an
initiator of this campaign. PR
\ The generally accepted concept of the scientist
as locked in his laboratory, free in time, place,
and social conditions in his search for absolute
truth must be heavily qualified. Science has al-
ways been closely tied to the exploiting eclass.
Heretofore this class has constituted the only
serious source of the paid leisure necessary for
scientific research, Under these conditions secience
has usually very directly served the immediate
aims of the dominant class. Pasteur began his
experimental work at the behest of the French
wine industry. “Pure” science often has a deriva-
tive character, flowing out of such praectical work.
Other free research was confined to poorly en-
dowed universities and was often conducted in
professors’ spare time. i

What is new now is that scientific investiga-
tion is experiencing the centralization and mo-
nopolization which capitalist society as a whole
is going through. The individual today, unlike
the individual in Newton’s time, has neither the
mental or laboratory resources to conduct signifi-

"cant, work. Research has become collective. The

age of great individual syntheses or. scientific dis-
coveries is over.
Only big business and more latterly—given

* the increasing world tendency toward state inter-

vention—only the government itself is able to
make available sufficient resources. During the
war Harvard, MIT, and Columbia received a
total of more than $200 million dollars in research
contracts. Atomic energy research in universities
alone probably cost in excess of $100,000,000.

Given the global political commitments of the
United States and the contemplated war against
Russia, it is inevitable that scientific research
should fall under the control of the military, like
s0 many other aspects of-our life. Business Weel
put it bluntly enough: “The odds are getting bet-
ter all the time that pure scientific research will
become, permanently, a branch of the military
establishment.”

THE SCIENTIST AND GROWING REGIMENTATION

This regimentation of sections of the middle
class is the complement of the repressive meas-
ures currently being taken against labor. What
is foreshadowed here is what Hitler brought to a
conclusion with the destruction of the labor move-
ment and the assignment of some of the best
brains of Europe to work on rocket planes, buzz
bombs, peison gas, ribbon parachutes, super-sonic
wind-tunnels, and similar socially useless projects..

Most United States scientists, like their Nazi
counterparts, sleep well of night, untroubled by
the social implications of their work. A few, like
Wiener, have revolted. Unfortunately, this revolt
takes place against a backdrop of traditional
United States political primitivism, upon which is
suferimposed the well-known political naivete of
the highly specialized scientist or engineer.

Hence the best of them can succeed only in
making what inevitably must remain a brave
but utopian gesture. Wiener wants a form of
limited warfare. This was possible and inevitable
in the period between Grotius and Napoleon. Even
if stich a type of warfare were desirable, it is
completely impossible in the epoch of monopoly
capitalism, which in the military realm means
the total mobilization of all resources—actual and
potential.

Other scientists speak vaguely of a world
statq, This is closer to being meaningful. But it
is possible only on a socialist basis. For only so-
cialism eliminates the economic and political
causes of modern war.

And only socialism can transform the scientist
from the blind mole of capital which he is today
into the trailblazer of society which he should be,
leading humanity to the horizons beyond horizons
which, mysterious -and beckoning, lie challenging
the’human intellect, will, and imagination.

Who Says There Is a
Housing Shortage?

3-ROOM APARTMENT
FOR SALE
TO VETERAN ONLY

_ Living room 15'6” x 20’ with fireplace;
Bedroom 10’6” x 16'6”; Foyer; Full Kit-
chen; Bathroom; 4 Closets. Just this one
remaining, at 16 East 84th St.—a substan-
tial mansion being remodeled into modern
quality apartments. Occupaney, late Spring.
Cash payment required—$5,000; balance of
$10,000 on 20-year mortgage; monthly over-
all charges, including maintenance and
mortgage payments $110.

New York Times, Feb. 12, 1947,
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\'The American War Economy
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By SUSAN GREEN

The wvery first issue of LABOR
ACTION blasted imperialist war. In
that issue, a special May Day, 1940,
edition, the chief headline read:
“AGAINST BOTH WAR CAMPS—
FOR THE CAMP OF WORLD LA-
BOR!" The statement under this
head, giving the point of view of
LABOR ACTION and of the Work-
ers Party, exposed the lies of both
warring camps—then it was Hitler-
Stalin - Mussolini against England-
France-United States. The birth-cry
of LABOR ACTION was a call to all
workers and colonial peoples to
unite in the third camp, the revolu-
tionary camp against war.

Judged in the light of present-day
events, the formulations of the Work-
ers Party and its press throughout
the war, were almost prophetic. This
is not said in self-glorification. That
it has been so correct in its war out-
look, is due to the painstaking appli-
cation of Marxian principles to his-
tory. As we check the war record of
the Workers Party, we discover
predictions that have actually come
to pass.

ATTITUDE TO WAR

The first issue of the paper dated
May 20, 1940, warned that whether
the Axis or the Allies won the war,
the masses in all nations would lose
it. “Roosevelt is trying to scare us
into war by pointing to the horrors
of a Hitler victory,” wrote LABOR
ACTION. “He could save his breath,
The working people know what a
Hitler victory would mean. Workers
everywhere, including Germany, hate
and despise Hitler and all he stands
for....But why does not Roosevelt
also tell us what the victory of Great
Britain and France would mean?...
The vietory of the Allies, like the

victory of Hitler, would leave Eu-

Hit Use of Slave Labor by Powers in Europe

The American Federation of La-
bor has‘issued a strong statement
condemning the increasing use of
forced labor in Europe by the Allied
powers. Special stress was placed
upon’ the fact that this reactionary
system of utilizing slave labor start-
ed in Russia, which, as the state-
ment correctly observes, “calls itself
‘Socialist,’” and the government of
which parades as a ‘workers’ repub-
lic,’” but which actually “is the
worst and biggest slave center on

earth today.” « 7

" We are reprinting below the most
important sections of this statement.
The complete text may be found in
the March issue of the official AFL
“International Free. Trade Union
News.”

' L ]
TEXT OF AFL MANIFESTO
Forced labor has become a post-
war institution in many lands. In
Europe alone, it has been estimated
that nearly one-third of all produc-

Il. For a Living Wage *

IV. Tax the Profiteers

Y. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

tional dependent.

of service.

IX. For Peace and Fr;edom

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

L. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers
Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining

the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5,000 annual minimum per family.

lIl. Clear the Slums! Build Homes! :
1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent hous-
ing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to provide
schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.
2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of ‘25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent tax on all profits above five per cent dn invested
capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

VI. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

VIil. Open the Doors to the Jews

1. For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people'to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or any country of their choice. ’

VIil. For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for
1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided by

the GI Bill of Rights, 1o be based on a wage of $40 a week for single
veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each addi-

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each year

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own future.
For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.
2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the Amer-
" ican troops home. For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-
For an indepehdent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-

ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
‘eratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

;

tive work is now being done by
forced labor.

This expanding system of slave
labor is a dire threat to the free.
workers of all countries. It is a mor-
tal menace to the economic stand-
ards and rights won by the working
people in many decades of bitter
struggle. It is a challenge which free
labor must meet and meet at once—
or be driven into slavery itself.

It is now almost two years since
the collapse of Nazl Germany. Eight-
een months have passed since the fall
of Japan. Yet millions of men and we-
men from former enemy countries are
still being held as slave laborers.

France continues to hold hundreds
of thousands of war prisoners cap-
tured by the American Army. Well
gver 300,000 are still being held as
war prisoners in Great Britain,
which has recently begun to release
them at the rate of about 15,000
monthly. How many Poland holds
no one knows. In Yugoslavia even
German civilians who did not flee
with the Nazis have been made pris-
oners. In addition to those still held
as prisoners of the Second World
War, there are millions of other vie-
tims of slave labor. Throughout
Tito's paradise there are forced la-
bor camps for all who differ in any
way whatsoever with the party in
power or with the government. Here,
at one time, even American citizens
—mnearly 200 of them—were held as
slave laborers.

HITLER USED SAME EXCUSE

. The ery of the Czech government
that it is short of labor cannot
drown out the bitter protest of the
Hungarians exiled into the Sudeten-
land to work as slave laborers. This
excuse is no less reprehensible than
was Hitler’'s conduct when he en-
slaved the Czechoslovakians., Nor
can the present Czech regime ex-
plain away its enormous moral guilt
in organizing the biggest mass de-
poration of modern times. It has
cruelly deprived and maltreated over
2,000,000 Sudetens, among whom
there were several thousand Jews.
And under the new decree promul-
gated for the mobilization of labor
at home, the Czech government can
order workers to take or leave jobs
and punish them by fines, jail and
concentration camps if their work
is not satisfactory. No worker is als
lowed to change a job without per-
mission from the government. The
Central Trade Union Council has
been robbed of its status as a free
trade union and has been forced to
become the “straw boss” for the gov-
ernment by approving this enslave-
ment program and by delcaring its
opposition to increasing wages. 2

RAPID RETROGRESSION

Insufficient food, inadequate clothes
and brutal treatment are often the
lot of these unfortunate millions.
Crimes committed by the Nazis yes-
terday are no excuse for the erimes
being perpetrated today by anyone
else—especially in the name of dem-
ocratic and peace-loving peoples. Un-
der no guise is the return to chattel
slavery and the dark ages permis-
sible or desirable. What a sad retro-
gression! Compare this with ‘what
happened after the First World War

Y

when, within ten months after the
end of hostilities, all prisoners of

“war were freed. With such impetu-
* osity has mankind been going back-

ward that even'an organization call-
ing itself the World Federation of
Trade Unions has proposed the im-
position of forced labor on the Ruhr
coal miners.

Paradoxical as it may appear, it
is the land which. calls itself “Social-
ist,” the government of which pa-
rades as a “workers’ republic,” that
is the worst and biggest slave cen-
ter on earth today. It is from Soviet
Russia that the tidal wave of labor
enslavement has swept westward.
The “Irkutsk Pravda” only reéently
boasted that 5,000,000 prisoners of
war are being used at penal labor in
Siberia,

DISAGREEMENT MEANS DOOM

In the Kremlin domain there are
millions of Soviet citizens doomed to
slave labor camps merely  because
they are suspected or convicted of
disapproving or disagreeing with
some act or policy of the ruling
group. Involuntary servitude has be-

- come an organic featuré of Soviet

economy. But the Moscow dictator-
ship also holds in slavery millions of
non-Russians. Under the whiplash
of the N.K.V.D. or M.V.D. and the
prodding of Soviet bayonets, millions
of Austrians, Estonians, Hungari-
ans, Germans, Lithuanians, Latvi-
ans, Poles, Ukrainians, Crimeans,
Japanese and Rumanians—men and
womeén, civilian and military alike—
are now being used as slave laborers.
Hundreds of thousands of .these
slaves were rounded up by the So-
viet police and snared by its spy
dragnet in the capitals of Russia's
conquered and satellite lands* Rus-
sia’s highways and railways, mines,
factories and Siberian secret war
projects are ‘teeming with such
slaves—helpless human beings exiled
and cut off entirely from their homes
and families, blotted out ruthlessly
in their native identity and deported
from their own motherlands.

DEMOCRACY OR DISASTER

This is the “higher form” of de-
mocracy about which'the Soviet dic-
tators are boasting! This is the high-
er form of democracy the Soviet
rulerg are now seeking to extend to
other countries! This is nothing else
than twentieth-century slavery! The
white man’s exploitation of colored

and so-called backward races has

brought many a disaster in its train.
The enslavement of one group of
white men by another will bring
similar calamitous consequences in
its wake. )

- Barrack economy anywhere is a
menace to free labor everywhere.
When Japanese soldiers are turned
into slave-toilers on the Volga-Lake

Baikal railway for the benefit of the
Russian bureaueracy or when Papu-
ans and New Guineans are kept in
slavery for wealthy Australian
plantation owners, the freedom and
welfare of the workers in London,
New York, Paris, Brussels, Sydney
and Prague are in mortal danger.

It would be the most degrading
and contemptible hypoerisy for the
nations whose judges condemned
Sauckel and his Nazis for instituting
slave labor in Germany to accept
and allow, to condone and tolerate
this immoral and pernicious slave
system in their own countries or in
territories under their tutelage or
“protection.”

A specter haunts the world—it is
the specter of slavery. Even the

freest democratic republics and the

most prosperous nations with pow-
erful free trade union movements
are in grave danger as a result of
the swift spreading of mass enslave-
ment of toilers. Progress which it
has taken centuries and colossal sac-
rifices to attain is now in serious
jeopardy.

CHIEF PROP OF DICTATORS

The new slavery is not always as
open as was the slave system of. old.
Though often veiled in political il-
lusions and surrounding itself with
social haloes, this 20th-century sla-
very is as unashamed and brutaliz-
ing as the worst slavery of old. And
today, as yesterday, this slave econ-
omy is the basis on which rests the
power of every ruthless ruling class.
These dictators know that with the
disappearance of the slave system
which* they have set up their own
despotic dictatorship would quickly
disappear. That is why they are re-
sorting to the most desperate meth-

ods and demagogic weapons for

maintaining their system of slave
labor and, with it, their totalitarian
one-party regime.

This relapse into slavery must be
halted and ended. Humanity must
go forward—not backward. There is
no normal, political, social or eco-
nomic justification for any form of
forced labor. Involuntary servitude
or compulsory labor by any other
name or hidden under any preten-
tious guise is nothing else than sla-
very. Free labor—the workers of all
countries who are still free to organ-
ize and associate in bodies of ‘their
own choosing—must take the lead in
the struggle against this terrible
menace.

Rally to the cause of free labor!
Rally to stem the tide of slave labor!
This is the heartfelt and urgent ap-
peal of the American Federation of
Labor to the workers of all lands, to
the freedom-loving people of all na-
tions. The struggle for free labor is
the struggle for the future of all
mankind!

Notice to New York City Readers of

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL is now on sale on all leading
newsstands in Manhattan and the Bronx. You may purchase
your March issue from your favorite stand.
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rope a heap of ruins. The victory of
the Allies, like the victory of Hitler,
would mean world-wide unemploy-
ment, chaos, hunger and misery such.
as the world has never seen.”

With death and destruction still
stalking two continents long after
the formal victory of the Allies, how
many people are today pondering
this question? With dictatorship
fastening itself on the peoples, with
the Third World War—of course to
end all wars—already in sight, how
many people are wondering why the
working classes went through the
hell of the Second World War?

RUSSIA IN THE WAR

On the subject of Russian imperial-
ism and the role of the Stalinists, our
press wrote: “We condemn the Hit-
ler-Stalin pact, with its shameful
partition of Poland. We condemn the
invasion of Finland and the Baltic
states. We propose to the workers,
both inside and outside of Russia, to
resist these and similar actions, which
are hostile to the interest of the
world revolution.” LABOR ACTION
called imperialist invasion by its
name, whether the invaders were the
totalitarianized capitalist class of
Germany or the totalitarianized bu-
reaucratic ¢lass of Russia, and later
when the invaders came as congquer-
ors with the “gift of democracy.”

We did not need the revelations
of a Budenz to tell us that “the Sta-
linists today have at last been found
out for what they really are—paid
agents of Stalin, serving the inter-
ests of the Moscow bureaucrats. As
long as Stalin wanted an alliance
with Britain, France and America,
they supported every measure of
Roosevelt and urged workers to fight
for capitalist democracies. But when
Stalin chose to ally himself with Hit-
ler, these agents of Russia changed
their policy. Today they pretend to
be against war. In reality they do all
they can to assist Hitler's victory.”

Neither were we taken unawares
when Hitler directed his blitz east-
ward, and the Stalinists again became
the lickspittles of Roosevelt and
Churchill. During the days of the
short-lived Hitler-Stalin honeymoon
we foresaw: “While Stalin has thus
aided the victorious march of bar-
baric fascism in Western Europe,
Hitler tomorrow will turn on his
Russian ally to plunder the rich re-
sources of the Soviet Ukraine and
destroy Soviet nationalized proper-
ty.” When Hitler attacked Russia,
LABOR ACTION marked the event
as “a new stage in the imperialist
war” and issued a call against the
imperialist camp of Berlin- Rome-
Tokyo as well as against the impe-
rialist camp of Washington-London-
Moscow. We stood then, as we did
through the imperialist war, for “the
victory of the Third Camp, the camp
of the suffering peoples.”

The “Four Freedoms” and the “lib-
erating” influence of the conquering

Told the Truth About Imperialist War!

Allies when their victory became
only a matter of time, LABOR AC-
TION called shams.

In 1942 we were predicting that

instead of allowing the peoples of
the German - occupied countries the
liberty to set up their own govern-

ments and to decide their own fate,

the political aim of the conquering
Allies would be .“to defeat the ‘will
of the people.” When North Africa
was invaded, we wrote: “Imperial«
ism has no gift of freedom at its dis-
posal. Imperialism comes to rule
over and exploit other peoples, not

to liberate them. That holds regard- .

less of its name or nationality, or ‘its
pretenses.” Most recently in Greece
the interests of a tortured people
are being trampled under the feet of
the puppets of Russian imperialism

on the one side and of British-Amer-

ican imperialism on the other.

NATURE OF IMPERIALISM

Nor did we'need to wait for the
end of World War II and the so-called
peace conferences to foresee World
War 'III. In January, 1944, Max
Shachtman, national secretary of the
Workers ‘Party, in a thoughtful arti-
cle entitled “Stalinist ‘Liberation’ of
Poland an Imperialist Grab,” we find
the following description of what is
happening today: “World War II is
not yet over but the conditions for
speeding World War III are being
laid. . . . The military struggle be-
tween the two big camps is accom-
panied by a feverish political strug-
gle inside the Allied camp. The at-
tempt made in it to come to an agree-
ment on the division of the spoils is

-condemned in advance to the failure

which the essentially temporary
character of any imperialist agree-
ment bears from the moment it is
adopted. They agreed before, once,
twice and ten times. Their very
agreements contained the germ of
conflict. The agreement over Poland
simply injects one of the many germs
of tomorrow's conflict.”

One final note of comparison be-
tween the preparations for World
War II and World War III. From its
inception LABOR ' ACTION under-
scored every step Roosevelt was
taking to bring the nation into a po-
sition where war participation would
become inevitable. To these subtle
maneuverings to plunge a whole na-
Ition into war, we countered: “Shall

one man decide, or shall the peo- .

ple?” And we came out for;, the Lud-
low bill to enable the people to vote
on the proposition of war. Now in
1947, we see a small group of men
in this country, again taking what
may ‘be irretraceable steps to war.
In Russia, the prospective imperialist
enemy, the ruling clique tries to get
away with as much as possible with-
out actual war and thus leads the
Russian millions to the precipice. In
1947 LABOR ACTION ask$ as it did
in 1940: “Shall one man decide, or
shall thé people?”

WP Political Line - -

(Continued ﬁ-nm page 3)

took: the initially correct step that
permitted us ever more clearly to
analyze the nature of the war as a
whole and especially Russia's partici-
pation. Our opposition to uncondi-
tional defense in 1939 having disem-
bowelled the workers' state theory of
any political significance, the early
break of the Workers Party with any
form of the theory that Russia was o
workers' state was indicated. The de-
velopment of our theory of bureau-
eratic collectivism made it possible,
as a result, to clearly orient the revo-
lutionary politics of the working class
in regard to the role of the advancing
Russian army in the areas it occupied.

A blunder on the Warsaw insur-
rection was an impossibility for us.
It was possible, as a result, to clear-
ly orient the revolutionary politics
of the working class in regard to the
role of the Stalinist parties, both in
the underground and in the post-lib-
eration period. The suicidal slogan
of “The Communist Party to power”
was impossible for us.

THE NATIONAL QUESTION "

Having designated the Russian
state as a totalitarian regime rest-
ing upon a bureaucratic exploitation
of the proletariat, we had a basic
criteria with which to measure the
distance the proletariat had retro-
gressed since the revolutionary pe-
riod of 1917-23. It was, consequently,
impossible for us to make the blun-
der of believing that “the workers
were more advanced as a result of
their experience under fascism” and
that a “democratic interlude” was
excluded in the post-war period. It
was, therefore, impossible for us to
fall into the sectarian error of shout-
ing “class against class” while turn-
ing our back upon the millions of
European workers who -had been
drawn into movements for national
liberation which offered the Marx-
ists a powerful lever with which to
again reconstitute mass revolution-
ary parties of the proletariat.

Yet our record on the great tests
posed by World War II must not be-
come a source of smugness that lulls
the party into a false satisfaction
with its program. Ours will never
be a “finished program,” The prob-
lems posed by history in our period

are so many and so complex that we
can consider ourselves merely to
!m\re scratched the surface. The ex-
istence of a non-capitalist and non-
proletarian power and the impend-
Ing struggle between it and the
bourgeoisie for world mastery, the
strategy of the proletariat in the

struggle against both of these forces .

ar_l_d their agencies, the further de-
t_:lme.of capitalism and the inecreas-
ing intervention of government in
economic life, these all pose prob-
lems of a depth and range such as
no previous generation of Marxists
has been called upon to grapple with,
Yet we are confident of our ability
to master these questions as we have
ot_hers in the past—confident that we
will succeed as long as we keep a
firm grip upon the methodology of
Marxism and maintain the atmos-
ph_e?e of independent thought and
eritical inquiry in our party that has
proven so conducive to uninhibited
a_;.nd untrammeled discussion and
ideological clarification in the past.

"Truman Doctrine”

Democracy or Imperialism?
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By JAMES DAKOTA

The social and cultural conditions
of the mine area mirror the indus-
trial situation on which they are
based.

Houses of miners usually cluster
about the mine entrance. There are
several reasons for this, not the least
of which is that the miners have
never been able to buy cars to any

. great extent. But the camps have a

history of their own. In. the latter
part of the last century and during
the first decade of this one the coal
barons were on the prowl for cheap
labor. Competition in a chronically

: over-produced industry made the im-

portation of cheap European labor
a condition of existence for the large
companies. Agents of the Pittsburgh
operators sailed to the Balkans in
quest of the strong bodies of un-
knowing peasants. Their methods
were reminiscent of the slave trade
of former years. Upon arrival the
immigrants would be herded into
newly erected company towns sur-
rounded by barbed wire and guarded
by armed sentries. The enclosure in-
cluded both town and pit so that
workers could proceed to work with-

~out escort; but they were granted

;permission to leave the town only
after it was determined that they
were reasonably docile. For the
workers to leave or outsiders to en-
ter:it was necessary to -have a pass
signed and .-countersigned by com-
pany officials. Reporters and union

-organizers were equally taboo in the
company towns; beatings and kill-

ings .were not infrequent in this era,

CﬁMPIA'NY TOWNS

“The barbed wire and armed guards
have’ dlsappealed but the company
towns remain. Usually the mine en-
try is in a valley between two hills.
The homes .of the foremen are fre-
quently. on one. hill and the ‘houses
of ‘the miners on the other. There is
a certain.amount of variation among
the camps, some have running water,
electricity, and tar shingles. This is

the upper limit. The camp of Nema-

colin, Pa., received national publicity
in Life. magazme some. months ago
because - the houses boasted these
comforts and lawns and flowers as
well.

There is almost no l(mer limit to
the housing scale. I know a driver
who asked to sleep at the mine with
the ponies as he .considered .their
barn superior to his shanty. (His re-
quest was refused.) My wife and. I
considered moving into a shanty
which.is typical in many respects of
those‘to be found in less prosperous
camps. We found (1)..the windows
were broken out of part of the house,
(2) there was. a fairly large hole in
the roof, (3) grates for heat, (4) a
porch which was so nearly gone that
it could be used only a short time
longer and would not support a
large man, (5) the foundation near-
ly rotted away, (6) three rooms,
(7) alot on a slope with no garden,
(8) eroded gullies filled with tin
cans, (9) the closest water 400 yards
away, (10) no paint, no shingles out-
side.

The supply of water is usually pol-
luted by all of the germs known to
man and some as yet to be discow-
ered. Frequently it is so mixed with
sulphur that it can be used only after
boiling. A miner who lives at Hillman,
Pa.; told .me that he had lived there
for six .years ‘and in that time had
drunk not.over a quart of water, ex-
cepting that which had been' mixed
with coffee. There is never any sew-
age disposal ‘system. Privies are lo-
cated about.20 feet from the houses,
and: wash water ond refuse are
thrown from the windows into streets,
. SPRLLER . ]

Exposing i'he Myih of "Miners’ Prosperli-y

A Social Portrait of Life of Coal Miners in the Umted Sfates " l
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The author of this article, James Dakota, is himself a coal miner in a sec-
tion of the general eastern area he describes. This article offers much in-
formation on the nature of the coal industry as well as the social conditions
of America's coal miners. It is definitive refutation of those people who have
been claiming that the demands of the miners in the recent coal strike were
"exorbitant" because of the alleged "high standard of living" of the miners.
‘Dakotd's article, however, reveals the truth about the miners.
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Coal is the universal fuel. It can
be had free of charge at some mines.
Otherwise it is necessary to Buy it
or, more frequently, pick it up along
the road or railroad where it falls
from earriers. It is very common to
see children walking along the road
with a bucket picking up lumps of
coal.

HOUSES AND SHANTIES

In general, each camp is divided
into two sections: houses and shan-
ties. The shanties have three rooms
and one family, the houses six or
more rooms and two or more fami-
lies. These conditions were so intol-
erable that the government was
forced to recognize the situation
when it “seized” the mines in 1946.
Orders were given to provide some
sort of sewage system, adequate
water supply, and so on. The compa-
nies rose to the situation with an
admirable business sense. They of-
fered to sell the houses to the miners
in order to provide them wtih incen-
tive and let them know that they
owned a share in America. A friend
in Morgantown, W. Va., who helped
construct in 1926 several of ‘the
camps which are now being sold, es-
timates that the average cost for
erecting one of the houses amounted
to $50. Today these same houses are
being sold for from %800 to $2,000.

Thus the workers, after having paid
the value of the house many times in
simple rent, are forced to buy them
for many ‘times their value. And in

_view of certain over-production in

the coal industry, it is doubtful if the
title will ever pass. This burden can-
not be escaped by any except the
younger men. Men who have worked
underground for yeafs cannot find
employment elsewhere; they are as
effectively bound to the mines as
slaves to a plantation.

Transportation is either inade-
quate or non-existent. Camps fortu-
nate enough to be located on a main
road are served by buses. Others are
so isolated as to make it an adven-
ture to travel to-a town which boasts
an A & P. Cars are a definite luxury
and are usually possessed only by
large families which have several
sons working. This serves to accen-
tuate the great cultural contradic-
tion between town and country.

For example, recreation consists
for .the most part of drinking, pool
shooting, and going to the local the-
ater. Liquor is consumed in tremen-
dous quantities—an escape from the
blackness of the pit, from the drab-
ness and misery of daily life.

The position of women is unenvi-
able. They .drudge over a wash
board trying to erase the dust of the
pit from work clothes; in fact their
lives are summed up in one long
fatile struggle against the dirt of
their surroundings. They .carry wa-
ter; they rear children. After the”
age of 20 they age rapidly before
the cruel pace. They are deprived of
an education beyond high school at
the very most, deprived of every sort
of contact with modern culture ex-
cept for the True Story variety, the
newspapers and radio.

Among the miners there exists al-
most no racial prejudice. In a sense
this is ‘phenomenal when ‘it is recalled
that the' Negroes were imported to

the valley in the '20s as strikebreak-
ers from the deep South. Now these
same men, and their descendants, are
completely integrated in union activ-
ity :and community life. You not at
all -infrequently find Negrees and
whites living in the same house. This
harmony has been commented on by
every visitor to the Monongahela val-
ley who has been interested in race
relations. -In West Virginia, which is
south of the Mason-Dixon line; con-
siderable discrimination exists in
bourgeois circles and the Negroes re-
sent it. Thus the territory is particu-
larly fruitful for unified action by
Negroes and whites together.

The social relations and specifie
characteristics of the coal industry
have materialized in a union which
is something of a phenomenon.
The strength, sense of independence
and cultural and psychological unity
of the mining community, are trans-
lated into union activity and pro-
duce a militancy unequaled in the
labor movement. As -1 write this,
6,000 anthracite miners in eastern
Pennsylvania are striking in sym-
pathy for thirteen diggers who were
not paid for a 'full day’s work, This
solidarity is monumental. Some
years ago when Lewis was beginning
to penetrate the “captive mines”
flash strikes would spread up and
down the Monongahela Valley with
unbelievable rapidity.

RISE OF THE UMW’

The history of the rise of the
UMWA is pregnant with lessons for
the ‘entire labor movement yet it'is
not given adequate study. This is es-
pecially true of the relationship be-
tween the UMWA and the CIO.

McAlister Coleman notes in the
Nation that the UMWA is the most
militant union in the country and
also the most autocratic; this ocea-
sions regret and surprise.-Far from
being contradictory the two go hand
in hand when they are viewed as
products -of social forces rather than
abstract categories.

In respect to daring and strategy
Lewis' is ~unequaled - in the labor
moévement. His fighting spirit and
tactical sense perfectly expressed
the needs of the miners in that for-
mer-period when the game was one
between operators and miners, in the
free for all period of labor history.

During the years in which the wages*

of the diggers approached zero,
Lewis stood head and shoulders
above his contemporaries in practi-
cal ability.

But the militaney of the union and
of Lewis was complimented by the
autocracy which grew coneomitant-
ly. The fundamental decentralization
of the locals demarided a unified na-
tional policy and permitted the tran-
sition from united action to autoc-
racy.

Lewis built the UMWA. He is the
great exponent of the economic de-
mand. That was his role and he ﬁlled
it admirably.

But Abraham begat Isaaec and
Lewis begat a situation which can-
not be solved by economiec demands.
More precisely, economic demands
were never ‘sufficient to do much
about the standard of living of the
mmer

Lewis brought the economic strike
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to the acme of success and his very
success discloses the bankruptey of
the method. The war years demon-
strate this. Today the miners are
called “America’s highest paid in-
dustrial workers” by the prostitutes
of the bourgeoisie who fill the daily
press with their lies and slanders.
And yet it is true that a relatively
high rate of payment is in operation.

But other factors intervene. Work
is notoriously uneven. At present
there is a coal car shortage which
means that many mines work only
two or three days a week. Whether
this is real or a fraud, as some of
the miners think, is of little moment.
If it is not the car shortage it is
over-production, mechanical failures,
ice on the Great Lakes, high water,
a cold spell, or something else' which
prohibits a full work week.

And even granted full employment
the conditions of life remain approx-
imately unchanged.: Year after year
the union has struck and gained an
increased pay schedule. But the
squalor and degradation continue.
The ‘miners are caught in a peculiar
social noose. By virtue of the rela-
tions within the industry the UMW
has been able to  win almost every
economic demand, but no economic
success is able to alter the basic con-
ditions of life which must prevail.

It is evident that the solution to
the miners’ problem must have a

two-fold nature. In order to over-
come the fluctuations in employment
and stabilize the industry which is

"usually in a chronic state of over-

production (about 17 per cent more
coal being produced now than con-
sumed) and in order to employ ele-
mentary safety standards it will be
necessary to nationalize the mines
under workers’ control.

And in order to raise the standard
of living for the miners it will be
necessary to put a complete social
plan into operation which will pro-
vide for education, transportation,
centralized communities, and so on.

That economic demands alone are
inadequate is no secret to the miner
himself, This manifested itself in a
certdin apathy ‘which precéded’ the
November 'strike. Each day | "heard
my "buddies" talking about the prob-
able increase in prices ‘and the fu-
tility of strikes as & means of getting
a better livelihood. In summary they
would say, "But you got to strike—=
what else can you do?" This feeling
became clearer in individudl conver-
sations, A Hungarian immlgranf ofice
told "me” that ‘he’ had’ come to the
United States in 1913 and ‘while mak-
ing only $25 a week had been able to
send money home and sﬂll have more
to live on than he had now. As an ex-
periment | ‘told him that ‘a great
thinkér ‘had said, almost’a hundred
years ago, that the time would ¢ome

when the workers could work 24
hours a day seven days a week ard

still not have enough to live on. He:

replied, "My God, that time has come
already!” The November elections
were boycotted to a certain extent
by the miners. One said that it was
like flipping a two headed coin, an-
other said that there was ne purly lle
would vete for.

" But beyond economic demands the
union has not gone. The reactionary

" labor leaders mstmctwely 'feel that

at the present stage of declining
capitalism to demand a social pro-
gram is to challenge the capitalist
system itself and thus destmy their
own basis of power. It is this which
prohibits any- sort of educational
campaign in the UMWA ahd which
makes Lewis draw tighter and tight-
er the strings of bureaucracy.

A TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM

The nature of the crisis in the
coal community, the possibility of
solution’ only through social action,
and the inability of the union to cope
with the problem leave the field
open to the socialist movement. It is
our task to develop a program of
transitional demands specifically
oriented toward this area.for ‘which
the ‘miners should eall for national-
ization of the mines under workers’
control and for a comprehenswe s0-
cial program.

The relative absence of Stalinists
simplifies matters. The Stalinists came
off none too well with their national
miners union which was overcome by
the UMWA and finally broke their
nécks on ‘the “issue of strikes durmg
fhe war. Scabbing Stalinism was not
welcomed by the militant mine work-
ers and ‘since then they have been of
little 'influence.

It is 1mp0531ble to predict the ex-
act course of concrete events which
will take'place this year. But several
things are obvious. (1) The position
of Lewis depends on an attempt to
gain something for his men after the
defeat of last fall and in the face of
the dropping standard of living.
(2) The operators are in fine fettle
and are demanding elimination of
clauses set as far back as the basic
Appalachian agreement of 1943. (3)
The government is out to get Lewis
and will intervene to aid the oper-
ators if that becomes necessary.

And overshadowing ‘this is the
spectre of over-production. Even
now a few mines have returned to
the five-day week. )

The coming period will present
real pDSSI,hlIItIE‘i of growth for the
socialist movement, in the entire coal
community. To the miners it will be-
come increasingly apparent that po-
litical methods are necessary to solve
the chronie social problem. That is
where the Workers Party comes in.

Concentration of Ownership in Coal

By JOHN DILLON
(Continued from last week)

The coal industry is divided into
two categories, anthracite (hard) and
bituminous (soft). Anthracite mining
is concenirated in the Pennsylvania
region. Large '‘operators in the ah-
thracite coal-fields are the Glen Al-
den Coal Co., which owns 32,000 acres
of anthracite properties in Lacka-
wanna and Luzerne Counues, Pa.;
the Hudson Coal Co., which has large
anthracite holdmgs in Schuylkill,
Lackawanra, Susquehanna, Wayne
and"Luzerne Counties, containing re-
serves estimated at 606,417452 net
tons as of Dec. 31, 1938; the Philadel-
phia & Reading Coal & Iron Co,,
which, as of Jan. 1, 1945, owned 24,-
750 acres of anthrac:te properties and
mineral rights to 7,200 acres df bitu-
minous and 9,050 acres of anthracite.
Operations are cartied on ‘in Berks,
Columibia, Mnntgdmery Northumber-
land and Somerset Counties. The
company also owns real estate 'in
Brooklyn and Rochester, N. Y., Mil-
waukee and Superior, WIE and Min-
neapolis, Minn.

The number of operators in the

anthracite fields is small in compari-
son with the number of bituminous
operators. Production is dominated
by about ten companies, with ' the
Glen Alden Coal Co. being the lar g-
est.

Production in 1945: 55,550,000 tons;
1944: 63,701,000 tons; 1943:" 60,644,000
tons; 1942: 60,328,000 tons; 1941: 56,-
368,000 tons; 1940: 51,484,000 tons;
1938: 46,099,027 tons; 1937: 51,856,433
tons.

These corporations have bought
outright control of many coal com-
panies engaged in direct operation
of mines, leaving very few large in-
dependent operators. They own many
subsidiaries, which operate under
their own company names; they are
linked with public utilities and run -
company towns in which they have
complete control; they operate retail
coal” yards. "They ‘dominate many
county governmeuts and their influ-
ence on state and federal govern-
ments was plain during the recent
coal strike. All this is done in si-
lence. They express their collective
opinions through the National Coal
Association’ and through other re-

gional and national associations.

The corporate history of each of
the largér companies is lpng and com-
plex.” Any attempt to frace control
to its highest point (holding com-
pames, investment trusts, ete.)’ would
require volumes.

The Glen Alden Coal Co., for ex-
ample,' was formed to take over the
anthracite coal properties of the Del-
aware, Lackawanna & Western Rail-
road, for which a $60,000,000 purchase
money mortgage was issued on the
real property acquired., In August,
1925, the corporation  obtained 99.9
per cent of the voting control of the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western
Coal Co. in an exchange of stock. In
December, 1929, the corporation gave
676,000 shares of Glen 'Alden stock
for the properties of the Lehigh &
Wllkes Barre 'Coal Co. The Dela-
ware, Lackawanna & Westefn Coal
Co. opérates under its own name, the
other properties acquired were in-
corporated under the Glen Alden Coal
Co. name. As of Dec. 31, 1943, the
corporation operated retail coal yards
through the 100 per cent owned sub-
sidiary, the Blue Coal Corporation.

The Hudson Coal Co. is a 100 per
cent owned subsidiary of the Dela-
ware & Hudson, a railroad company.

The Philadelphia & Reading Coal |,

& Iron Co. was formed to consoli-
date the Laurel Run Improvement
Co., which was incorporated in May,
1871 (name changed to Philadelphia
& Reading Coal & Iron Co. in De-
cember, 1871) and its subsidiary, the
Reading Iron Co. In March, 1938, the
Reading Iron Co. became inactive
and its properties were therefore
liquidated, with control over real
property being takén by the Phila-
delphia & Reading Coal & Iron Co.
In 1945, the Shen-Penn Production
Co. was formed to carry on operation
of strip mines near Shenandoah, Pa.
In October, 1945, the company sold
its improved strip mine in Somerset
County, Pa. to the Atlantic Coal &
Cokeé Co. On 'Dec. 1, 1945, the.coms~
pany sold its 100% owned Anthracite
Water Co. to the Mahoney Township
Authorlty and also in December,
1945, the company sold its coal doek
at "Milwaukee to the Wlsconsm Ice
& Coal’ Co.’ for $200000

(To be co_ntlnucd)

Detailed Record of WP Activities - -

(Continued from page 3)

independent Labor Party. These ac- - .

tivities have varied in degree and
accomplishment from city to city.
In all cases, however, these cam-
paigns were waged hand® in hand
with the fight for higher wages and
for the social and economic improve-
ment of the lot of the workers. The
cﬁmts of the Workers Party against
the encroachment of big business ani
the government upon the living
standards of the working class have
been linked with the fight against
‘the encroachments upon the' civil,
democratic and political rights of the
organized labor movement.

Almost every branch of the Work-
ers Party has participated actively'in
the fight against Negro  discrimina-
tion and the lynch laws of ‘the Bil-
bos and 'Rankins. The party was and
is an’ active force in the ﬂght for
FEPC.

The Workers Party has been vigil-
ant against native fascists even as it
has fought against international fas-
cism. The Workers Party initiated or
participated’ in united front actions
which,  in° mote than ‘one city, pre-
vented G. L."K. Smith from holdzng
public meetings to orgamze hzs fas-
cist movement

DEMDNSTRATE INTERNATIONAL
CLASS SOLIDARlTY

Vital interests of the party are
not confined to America alone. The
struggle for the liberation of man-
kind from the capitalist yoke and
imperialist oppression is internation-
al. The ‘Workers Party demonstrates
its solidarity with the workers and
colonial' peoples throughout the
world. ] ¥ i

Hence, while the colonial slaves of
Indo-China ~ were ' fighting' arms in
hand for liberation from barbaric
French imperialism, the Workers
Party in New York initiated umted
front action in behalf of the Viet
Namese. Together with a group of
Viet | Namese and the Socialist Work-
ers Party, a demonstrative picket
line was formed before thé Frénch

Consulate in New York demanding

independence for Indo-China.
Similar demonstrations were con-
ducted by the Workers Party before
the British Consulates, protesting
British policy in Palestine, demand-
ing an end to the Cyprus concentra-
tion camps and demanding that the
doors of Palestine be opened to un-
restricted Jewish immigration. Our
activities have likewise stressed the

s

demand to open the doors of the
United - States and of every other
countty to the hounded and victim-
ized Jews of Europe. '

The party, through its press and
other institutions, has fought for the
amnesty of conscientious: objectors.
It has waged an unremitting fight to

expose the anti-working class mur- ¢

der activities of Stalin's GPU in the
United Statet; and throughout the .
world.

‘Two other agcomplishments of the
last “year ‘must ‘be mnoted. The ‘party
has laid the foundation of a youth
organization of ‘the 'Workers Party
composed of young workers and stu-
derits, "‘And’ its" untiring efforts for
unity of ‘the two Trotskyist ‘organiza-
tions in ‘the United States, the ‘Work-
ers Party and the BSocialist Workers
Party, have borne fruit in the re-
opening ' of négnt_.ia.tibns' between
thesé two ]ié.rtles which, we earnestly
hope, will lead to the merger of these
tiwo parties into a larger and more
forceful instrument in ‘the struggle
for An:lerlcan soc:allsm )

WEAKNESSES ARE MANY,
E"UT CAN BE OVERCOME

The pr111c1pa1 weaknesses® of our
party obtain from a small size, which
resiricts our range of activity and
infldence. But we suffer 6ther weak-
nesses which' are faults of our meth-
ods and techmques of ‘work. We can™
reduce the prlmary weakness of size

by’ eventually conduering our weak-

nesses of 01gamzat10n Examplés ‘of
these weaknesses:

Our “branches are not uniformly
active. \A few of our branchés are
under-average in activity and these
tend to pull the natmnai average
down.

Although there has been a notice-
able unprovement here, we st:ll suf-
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fer from a lack of “recruitment con-
sciousness,” that is, we are not alive
to recruiting possibilities and are not
bringing as maty niéw members into
the party as quickly as we should.

Some of our activities are not yet
properly coordinated and at times
show evidences even of uncoordina-
tion. This situation can be traced
largely to imperfections in the work
at the national center.

Finally, the party, though active -
-and hard working, is still often too

shuggish, fails to" respond with the
necessary agility to mew tasks and
techniques of work. The most glaring
example of this defect is reflected in
our slowness in making a turn from
large-scale free distribution of LA-
BOR ACTION to mass sales: "Al-
though the changed technique is now
eight months old, there is a dearth
of evidence on ‘the energetic execu-
tion of the,turn. This has resulted in
our failure to increase the circula-

tion of the paper sufficiently to as-
sure its continued existence as an

expanded paper. The failu:‘e to make '

this turn, given the alarming rise in
costs, has put LABO‘R ACTION as
an eight-page paper in ]eopardy

The party will overcome these
weaknesses even as it has conquered
many others of a more serious na-
ture in the past year. The ovér-all
plctule of our last year’s work has
been’one of marked accomplishment
on almost every front.

- While we are justly proud of our
record of accomplishment, our pnde
is directed toward the Workers Par-
ty activists, the' members whose de-
votion to the ideas of the party, that
is to'‘the interests and cause of the
working class, is' expressed in the
giving “of ‘their unstinting support,
their “time, their money, their ener-
gies, théir hearts ‘and their whole
being to the struggle to which our
party has dedlcated ll.self
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AKRON

Write to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 West Preston S5t

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
held every Friday at 8 p.m.

Publie forums are held second Fri-
day of cach month,

For details of Workers
branch, contuct ahove address.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madlison,
2nd floor, Chicago T.

4 Teleph CHEsapeake 5798

Office hours: $-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sundays. Tueaday and ‘Wednes-
day eveninys.

CLASSES—Every ¥riday night at
8:30, conducted by Albert Goldman;

,.a critical review of articles in the
weckly and monthly press dealing
with the theory of aocialism and cur-
rent politics,

DISCUSSIONS: Wednesday, April 2
and April 9, “The Russian Question.”
8:46 p.m. ) _

CELEBRATE the seventh anniver-
sary of the founding of the Workers
Party, Wednesday, April 16, 8:45 p.m.

SOCIAL honoring tlie seventh anni-
versary of the WI' at 8:30 on Batur-
day; April 19

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE—Sat-
urday, March 22, 8 o'clock—" Ye Olde

Party

Barn Dance"—Squares, reels, floor
show. All invited, wyoung and old.
Free food; bie contribution.

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Sunday at
8:00 p.m.

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
at 8:00 p.m.

A class in basic Marxism
every Monday at 8:00 p.m.

Definite headguarters are not yet
established for these meetings.

meets

- DETROIT

Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
9 and 10. Telephone: PLaza 5559.
. Write or phone for information
about the discussion group on “Sta-
liniam.".

LOS ANGELES

New headguarters address:
ACTION, 3314 So. Grand,
geles 7.

Tel.: PRospect 6032, (If no answer,
phone AX 2-9067.)

Offiee hours: 2 to 5 p.m. daily except
Sunday.

LOUISVILLE
For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Loulsville, Ky.

NEWARK o
HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.
OFFICE. HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6

P. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;

Saturday—3 to ¢ p. m.

Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:

LABOR
Los An-

. NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10

A series of prominent speakers
including Guenther Reimann, Lionel
Abel, Gordon Sylander, Felix Mor-
row, Harold Brown and others will
be featured in the spring series of
the Labor Action Sunday Night For-
ums, which are held every Sunday
evening at 114 West 14th Street,
permanent headquarters of the La-
‘bor Action School, beginning April
6 and continuing until the end of
May.

This project is in the tradition of
Labor Action School Forums which,

for the past year, have featured lec-

turers like James T. Farrell, Ethel
Goldwater, Clement Greenberg, Pro-
fessor C. Wright Mills; Isaac Rosen-
feld, Max Shachtman and Parker
Tyler on a variety of subjects in-
cluding politics, economices, art, liter-
ature, music, and the relation of
psychoanalysis to modern culture.

EIGHT FORUMS

. The schedule for the new series
includes eight forums, each held at
8:00 p.m. on Sunday night, at 114
W. 14th Street:

_April 6—Saul Berg, Newark Or-

. ganizer of the Workers
speaking on “The Development of
Trotskyism in France.” .

April 13—Hareld Brown, com-
poser and teacher, speaking on “Re-
latmnshlp Between Artist and Audl-
ence.”

April 20—Guenther Relmann, au-
thor of The Vampire Economy,
speaking on the subject “Is Germany
Doomed.”

April 27—Liongl Abel, translator
of Pissaro's Letters to His Som,
speaking on “Contemporary Writing
in France.”

May 4—Jack Brad, Philadelphia
organizer of the Workers Party, on
“Partleb and Politics in Post-War
Japan.”

May 11—Gordon Sylander, poet
and contributor to the Partisan Re-
view Anthology, and Avel Victor,
contributor to the New Internation-
al, in a Symbosium on “Literature
and the Marxist.”

May 18—Oscar Shoenfeld, con-
tributor to Labor Action, on “The
Current Crisis in Education.”

May 25—Felix Morrow, author of
"Re\rolutlon and Counter- Revolu_twn
L in Spam " org “Spain Today.”

One of the feature forums will be
the one by Gucnthm Reimann on thc

A ms il el

Party,-

¢ am. to iO'EBOJ"p.rﬁ‘-. except éittijrd'ﬁy

until 6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM EBRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106..

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St
third floor.!

CHELSEA EBRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th Bt.,
third floor.

cLl'i‘UIRDA‘Z AFTERNNON BRANLH
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.

BEROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN- HRD‘VNSVILL‘FL EANST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at. 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 5568 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every . Friday at 8:15 p.m, at the

Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.

. [ ]
READING

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. O. Box 1671.

Regular class on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Sociallam™ ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd fAoor).

WP branch meets Wedneaday at
8 pm.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:00 p.m.
cents.

LABOR ACTION TIFORUMS each
Sunday at 8:15 p.m., LABOR ACTION
HALL, 1139 West Girard Ave., N. K.
corner of 12th and Girard.

Frid’ly evening lectures in “Social
-Forces in American History,"” begin-
ning Friday, March 28, at § p.m. Sub-
seription, 25 cents per lecture, $1.00
per series of six.

ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, 6517 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

TFor information on' the* activities

of the Workers Party in the San
Francisco Bay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St., Room 208,

" Qakland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE .

Write to.P. O. Box 29, University
Post Oflice, for information.

®

For information, of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
;qu.urt Sguare, Long lsland City 1,

. X

question “Is Germany Doomed.”
Guenther Reimann is well known in
intellectual circles for his book The
Vampire Economy which presented
one of the best economic and social
descriptions of the relation between
property and the state apparatus
under the Nazi regime. The forum
will take place on Sunday night,
April 20, at 8:00 p.m., and will re-
volve around the fol]owing points:
Is German labor able to survive as
a class? How will the German econ-
omy sustain itself in the coming pe-
riod between wars? Does the present
food shortage in Germany mean the
eventual extinction of the German
people?

On April 6, Saul Berg, whose se-
ries of articles in the New Interna-
tional have presented one of the first
complete and informative studies of
French centrism to appear in an
American periodical, will speak on
“The Development of Trotskyism in
France.”

The featured speaker at the April
13 Forum will be Harold Brown, a
young composer, several of whose
compositions have already been re-
corded, and who has been living in.

« New York for more than a year,
composing and teaching.

Lionel Abel, featured at the Forum
of April 27, is the translator of a
booklet of Rimbaud’s poetry, the
translator of Pissaro’s Letters to
His Son, the translator of Jean Paul
Sartre’s La Putain Respecteuse, and
is a frequent contributor to Partisan
Review and to View. He is currently
at work on the all-French_issue of
Politics, which he is editing.

The subject for Lionel Abel’s lec-
ture will be “Contemporary Writing
in France” and will present a cross-
section of the philosophieal, literary
and.political discussion which is part
of recent Parisian intellectual life,
gleaned from the most provocative
of the French periodicals.
deal “with the existentialists of all
varieties, with the Marxists and ex-
Marxists. He will present all of
these with his own ecriticism and
comment and will invite criticism
and discussion from the audience.
This Forum will be on Sunday,
April 27, at 8:00 P.M., at 114 West
14th Street.

Jack Brad, who is scheduled to
speak on “Parties and Polities in
Post War J'lpan," is'a young Mm).—

He will "

Every Worker Must Join the

(Continued from page 1)
left to mourn these 111 alone,
THIS IS A DEMONSTRATION
AND. PROTEST, FOR EVERY
UNION AND EVERY WORKER
TO JOIN. It is particularly now
that the miners need the sup-
port of the whole working class
and of every union, AFL or
CIO. It is the miners especially

‘who have felt the axe of the

capitalist ruling class and its govern-

-l

ment at Washington. IT WOULD
FOR EXAMPLE, BE A MAGNIFI-
CENT DEMONSTRATION OF ‘SOL-
IDARITY ‘IF STEEL -WORKERS
AND OTHER' WORKERS QUIT
WORK FOR A DAY DURING THE
SIX-DAY MOURNING PERIOD.
We want to say, however, that we
are especially interested in that part
of the statement of the officials of
the UMWA which reads: “This kill-
ing must stop. This debauched ad-
ministration of ‘mine safety must
stop. It must be stopped now.” We
do not believe that it ‘can be stopped,
however, by calling on “the Amer-

On many campuses throughout the
country, school officials are waging
a Dbitter, reactignary, red - baiting
drive against *“leftist” student or-
ganizations. Queens College, Brook-
lyn College, Wayne University, Colo-
rado University are just a few schools
where political student clubs, find it
increasing difficult to operate in the
face of authoritarian pressure from
school authorities.

The two favorite methods employed
in suppressing these clubs are: revo-
cation of school charters, which de-
prives them of all the normal means
of expression a recognized club en-
joys, and the refusal of charters where
students request them.

The hardest hit, of all student
groups is the American Youth for
Democracy (AYD). The AYD is a
Stalinist gstooge organization. This
milk-fed version of the Young Com-
munist League was hatched by its
predecessor -almost the minute after
its “self-liquidation” on orders from
the Stalintern.

‘During the Wwar, when American
Stalinists were .competing with the
Hearsts, Morgans and Bilbos in war-
mongering and flag - waving, the
AYD followed suit in true automa-
ton style. They were among the most
hysterical campus patriots, exhorting
youth to fight in the Second Holy
Crusade for Democracy.

Mow that Russia, for its own im-
perialist ends, is lined up against
American capitalism, the AYD, along
with all the other Stalinist puppets,
made an “about face.” They now like
to think of themselves as left-wing
critics of capitalism.

Though we accept the characteriza-
tion of the AYD as a stooge organiza-
tion for the reactionary Stalinist
Communist Party, we have nothing
in common with those school politi-
cians, who for their own reactionary

ist, ‘student of history and politics,
who has made one trip to Japan
since the end pf the war and who has
spent much of his time in the past
few years studying the economies,
history and politics of the Asiatic
countries, and has ‘been the LABOR
ACTION feature writer on Japanese
politics. He is at present the Phila-
delphia organizer of the Workers
Party.

“Parties and Politics in Post-War
Japan” will deal not only with the
general political situation hut will
present an analysis of the general
elections which are to be held in

Japan on April 26. This is one of the
most important elections to the Jap-
anese parliamentary bodies since

SOCIAI.IST POLICY ON THE AYB

interests, are I.'rying to gag the A¥D.

The AYD, despite its basically re-
actionary role, has a democratic right
to exist on the campus. Its member-

. ship varies from the naive, political

illiterate tp the cynical, intplerant
Stalinist. Between these extremes are
hundreds of confused studenis, at-
tracted to the AYD by its superficial-
ly progressive program, and they are
democratically entitled to their con-
fusion’ and deception.

The Socialist Youth League also
believes in destroying the AYD. But
our method and our end is a socialist
one. We believe in destroying the
AYD by defeating its point of view,
politfcally, not suppressing if.

o

While school authorities are crack-
ing down on student organizations
with a “left” reputation, they are just
as busy whitewashing openly reac-
tionary, anti-Semiti¢ elements in the
educational system. The story of
Professor William E. Knickerbocker,
chairman of the Romance.Languages
Department at City College, is a case.

Three years ago charges were pre-
ferred and substantiated by a com-
mittee of CCNY facufty members and
students that Knickerbocker was an
uninhibited anti-Semite. The case
was tried before a general commit-
tee and then a sub-committee of the
Board of Education. Evidence was
presented proving that he had dis-
criminated against Jewish students
and faculty members in his depart-
ment and repeatedly made anti-Sem-
itic cracks ‘to students. The sub-com-
mittee found that 'There is some evi-
dence of caxe]gssness ‘and derogatory
conversation and_ anecdotes having
been used and heard_ by some mem-
bers of the department.,” On this
mildly censuripus note the commit-
tee exonerated the anti-Semile, Pro-
fessor Knickerbocker.

the militarists forced their program
upon the Japanese people. Brad’s
lecture is scheduled for May 4.

Gordon Sylander, whose poetry
was recently published in the Par-
tisan Review Anthology, 'will speak
at a symposium with Avel Viector,
contributor to the New International
on the subject “Literature and the
Marxist.” This Forum will be on
May 11, at 8:00 P.M., and will ana-
lyze some of the more recent phi-
losophies in current literature, in-
cluding the French writers and
Americans like Pgul Goodman as
well as the philosophies of some of
the great writers of the 1900s.

More of the'spring series of Sun-
day niglit Forums will be announced

Schedule Eight Forums in N. Y. Spring Series

lcan people.” We do not belleve that
the meditation or the prayers of the
coal ‘operators will improve the sit-
uation.  They only meditdte on how"
to evade’the mine safety regulations
and' only pray for more-profits. Fuy-
thermore, we do not believe’ that
much will be gained by the miners
and other working people joining in
the “Holy Week” “spiritual exercises”
of ‘the coal operators, steel manufac-
turers, automobile manufacturers and
bankers. Workers have been doing
this for many decades' and all’ we
have gained is death, hunger and
misery. 3

We do not believe that “this pe-
riod of mourning...will realistically
bring home to our callous govern-
ment officials and the American peo-
ple the necessity of such’ protection
in the future.” “Our” government
officials are mot “callous” men, but
onily officials of a capitalist' govern-
ment working in the interest of capi-
talist coal operators and their ‘Wall
Street creditors. These govermment
officials will be in their pews on Eas-
ter Sunday beside the coal operators,
the bankers and the other mastkrs of
“our system of free enterprise.” Let
them be there; that is where they
belong.

‘“What we say is that the miners and.
other ‘working people have no busi-
ness there. On Easter Sunday let the
working people assemble in their
union halls to mourn the 111 Centralia
dead and to make real plans to stop
this killing and to stop it now.

MAKE COAL COMPANIES .
PAY FOR THE WEEK OFF

What the ecapitalist ruling class
thinks of the protest stoppage of the
miners was voiced by somebody
named Battle, speaking for the bitu-
minous coal operators. This Battle
called the order for the stoppage an
exhibition of Lewis’ “tyrannical and
absolute power over the coal miners
and the nation’s fuel supply.” The
one week's work stoppage “will not
bring any of these dead back to life
and will not bring any aid or com-
fort to their bereaved families or de-
pendents.” Battle of course has noth-
ing to say about what will ‘stop the
slaughter or what will bring aid and
comfort to the families of the dead
miners.

This Baftle is alse worried over
the miners losing a week’s pay and
the country losing millions of tons
of coal. We can’t make any recom-
mendations about the loss of the coal

but we can about the week’s loss of

pay. LET THE COAL COMPANIES
PAY THE MINEI}B FOR TH WEEK
fTHEY ARE OFF. This would splve
the problem which worries Battle
and at the same time be a heautiful
Easter. remembrance to the miners.
We would suggest that all ministers

- and priests include such a recom-

mendation in their Easter sermons.

in future issues of LABOR AC-
TION. ; _

In addition to these Forums, La-
bor Action School is currently offer-
ing four classes given by its out-
standing instructors in the fields of
anthropology, economies, and poli-
ties. The classes are:

1. Economic Doctrines of Karl
Marx given by F. Forest on Tues-
days, from- 7:30-8:45 P.M.

2. Modern Problems and the Prim-
itive World given by Aaron Robart
on Fridays, from 7:30-8:45 P.M.

3. The Political History of the
Workers Party given by Ernest Er-
ber on Fridays, 7:30 to 8:45 P.M.

4, Political Trends in the Fourth
International -given -by Henry Judd
on Fridays, 9:00-10:15 P.M. .

Ask Safety for Indonesians

WASHINGTON, D. C. (WDL)—Fol-
lowing testimony by two former
members of the Indonesian Republi-
can army, who appeared b_efo';_“e the
Senate Judiciary Committee at great
personal risk, the Workers Defense
League called for U. S. protection of
300 deportees bound for Indonesia
aboard the Marine Adder.

‘Expressing worry for the safety of
these 300 men, the two Indonesians
offered eyvidence that contingents of
deportees sent from Holland under
similar circumstances had never been
heard from since.

“I know that all supporters of the
Republic, including myself, are in
grave danger for their very lives if
they are forced to go back to Indo-
nés:a at this time,” Ling Lee told the

committee “wm:; I was m Holland -

where I had gone as a seaman, 300
of my friends were deported in De-
cember, 1946, and about 400 more in”
January 1947. I received sppclﬁc
promises from a number of them 'in
each group that they would send me
réports of what happened to them.
A‘lthough I received several letters
from them en route, I have received
n? word smce they arrwed »

Frans Lumowa told the cnmmlt-
tee: “I would be in danger of my life
today if I fell'into the hands of the
Dutch authorities because I helped
organize- Pemoeda and took” part in

the political mdependence movement
in Bandjarmasin, Borneo, immediate-
ly after V-J Day. I made speeches
and fought in the Republican army.
We were defeated in battle in De-
cember, 1945, with 900 of our men
killed and 250 captured. I escaped
to Balikpapen, became a seaman and
hé{lve been traveling in fear of heing
seized by. the Dutch military ever
since.”

Testifying along with the two In-
donesian refugees were David Mun-
ro of the WDL and John Andu of the
lﬂdonestan League. quro called
upon the committee for ' maval pro-
tection of the 300 now on the Marine
Afider and.for a halt to further In-
donesﬂan deportations at least until
a [’ull report on their safe arrival is
made to the U. 8. The WDL has al-
ready urged the Department of Immi-
gn‘atlon to alert the American consul
general in Ba.tayla

After the hearing the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, which has au-
thor:ty over the Department of Tm-
migration, appointed Senator Wil-
liam Langer head of'a sub-commit-
tee to investigate present immigra-,
tion policies and report back. Langer
recently attacked these. policies in a
Senate speech in which he described
the Indonesians’ plight.

For introducing a special bill to
halt deportations of ten Indonesians,

Senator Langer was denounced in the
Patterson press by Frank Holeman,
columnist. A WDL letter attacking
Holeman’s column has not been
printed by the Times-Herald here. A
similar letter was belatedly printed

by the Daily News in New York af- .

ter prodding.
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Last Fifty Copies
Available!

INDIA IN REVOLT
By HENRY JUDD

Only 50 copies are left of this
documentary pamphlet on India
and its political scene.

Available at 50 cenis pe:-' copy
o from .
WORKERS PARTY
PUBLICATIONS

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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Battle is certain that the work
stoppage is illegal and “contemptuous
of government authority.” *“It is a
flagrant breach of the contract,”
yammers Battle. We will ask Battle,
the coal operators and the govern-
ment: would the miners remaining
at work “bring any of these dead

back to life?”” About the legality and

the contract, we are not competent
to judge. Perhaps the miners have
thought over these aspects of the sit-
uation. Perhaps they have been medi-
tating over the history of labor in
the U, S. They may have discovered
the faet that there has been a lot of
“illegality” and a lot of breaching of
contracts. And not always on the
part of labor. One justice of the Su-
preme Court said that the Golds-
borough injunction against the
UMWA was illegal. The miners may
have discovered that the mines are
operated in violation of the “law.”
We are taught that it is- “illegal” to
violate the law. Mine inspectors tak-
in¥g bribes from coal companies is also
said to be “illegal.”

GOVERNMENT IS NOT -
MINERS' GOVERNMENT

What can the miners or other
workers do in the midst of all this
illegality? Just go on being slaugh-
tered, maimed, underpaid and ex-
ploited? Or would it be better to
“breach” a few contracts, and be a
little “contemptuous of government
authority™?

Whose government is the_govern-
ment at Washington? Surely not the
miners’ or those 111 human beings

L3 = e v g

liners in Protest -
Against the Centralia Disaster

alive. If the government at Washing-
ton, Republican or Democratic, were
a government of the workers, of
labor, all mines would have the most
modern safety devices. All mines’
would be properly inspected. The
law would be enforced. But the pres-
ent owners of the mines “breach”
the contract. They are “contemptu-
ous of government authority.” They
can well be because the government
at Washmgton is THEIR govern-
ment. They can do with it as they
please.

If the miners and all of us of the
working class had OUR OWN GOV-
ERNMENT AT WASHINGTON, then
we could have some confidence in
that governmént. Then we would not
be “contemptuous of government au-
thority.”

With the present capitalist govern-
ment, however, and with the present
“system of free enterprise” we will

have to go right on being slaughtered, '

maimed, fined, jailed, exploited and
starved. Every mine in the country
will remain a house of death and a
bepulchre The miners- will continue
daily to go from their cabins in thef
mud to be blown to %its and en-'
tombed in the mines.

Hundreds of !

thousands of dead and injured min-:
ers; millions of profits for. the coal:
companies and the Wall Street bank--

ers.

The mineys will have to choose. All'

workers will have to choose:
present government at Washington,

The :

with exploitation, misery and death; !
OR A GOVERNMENT OF LABOR,:

.out in Centralia, 111, would still be

WITH LIFE, FREEDOM AND HAP-
PINESS. -.

puat PRESS MANAGER'S eommsmmmt———
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BY HENRY JUDD ~= l

The month-long subscription drive for LABOR ACTION is now ap-
proachmg its conclusion, although another week still remains before the
drive is concluded and final results are drawn up. For reasons closely con-’
nected with the general economic and cost-of-living conditions in the coun-
try, it has not been possible to reach the goal set at'the beginning of the
drive, but substantial gains—in the form of hundreds of new readers and
subseribers to LABOR ACTION—have nevertheless been made. Subscrip- -
tions are still coming in, and we expect to receive quite a few more before
the drive is formally concluded. 1

Reports from all over the country have indicated two major reasons
that have made it difficult to fullfil assigned and accepted quotas:

(1) Cost-of-living conditions have made pegple exiremely :umiqus thuf"
subscribing to newspapers. Fitfy cents or $1 counts for something fhese days,
and people are relictant to part with it.

(2) The intensified red-baiting campaign by the government and the capi- '
talist press has had its effect upon people, and made them hesitate abouf
suhscribmg }o a so:ialut radical paper such as LABOR ACTION. ;

In c0n31de1atmn of these difficulties, LABOR ACTION has decided not
to extend the drive beyond the April deadline, and to conclude its campaign
next week, as per schedule. We want ‘to emphasize, however, that these :
difficulties were beyond our powers of control and that the overwhelming
bulk of Workers Party members and branches did everything possible toi
meet their quotas and to get subscriptions. Some branches were fairly sue-
cessful, and more are expected to approach their quotas before the drivel_
is finally ended. LABOR ACTION wants to thank all those among its sup-
porters who have been busy at work during the rmionth of March. getting '
these suhs, and who are continuing these eff\orts. Final results of the drive '
will be in next week’s LABOR ACTION.

SUBS OBTAINED TO DATE DURING DRIVE

MNOW: YOUR oiiniiitinmsnomensim s msiiss e s sati s s s s e s i sy
CHigagD: i unm S ianmiiimia eimiaiimsangae. T
San Francisco ... 89
Detroit ... ...
Philadelphia ... G
Los ARGEIES = . . e
Akron
Newark ...
- Buffalo
3 QIovRlod ..l S s e e
Seattle
Reqding ..
Streator, 1. ... .
Sh o Louis .
* Youngstown ... ...
West Virginia ...
Boston ...
Louisville
Baltimore
Minnesota
Miscellaneous

TOTAL

Comrade Marty Young, director of Chlcagps sub dnva, writes of some
of the difficulties involved: “Aside from pushing our people to come out.on
Sundays, it has been more than a little difficult to sell the paper for half a
buck. However, we do believe that the readers are a bit more selected be-
cause they now think twice.about half a dollar. Many of these subs we got
are also renewal subscriptions, which makes them contacts.

And from Youngstown, Dhm our LABOR ACTION agent writes, “The
reactions to LABOR ACTION were quite favorable. No gne reacted against
the paper, even when they refused to renew Lheu sqbscrlptmn Many renew- -
als are the resulthof this work.” « '

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO

LABOR ACTION
' 4 Court Square, Long lsland City I, N. V.

P]ease enter my subscription to LABOR ACTION as followa.
[0 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50¢.

['[- 1 year subscription (52 issués), together
with pamphlet “Plenty For All,” to be mailed
to me, for $1.00.

Name ...... e PO U P
» (Please print)
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CIO SETS 'APRH. ‘AS "DEFEND LABOR MONTH"

By SUSAN GREEN

The Executive Board of the CIO
has designated April as DEFEND
LABOR MONTH. It has called upon
its own membership, the whole labor
movement, all organizations friendly
to labor, communities whose pros-
perity depends upon the wellbeing
of the working people, all to unite in
concerted effort to defeat the un-
abating attacks on the labor move-
ment and the workers.

It is high time for labor to use its
teeth. In the national Congress and
in state legislatures the anti-labor
bills keep rolling in. There are bills
that would prohibit mass picketing,
that would make arbitration compul-
sory, that would impose cooling-off
periods on workers with just griev-
ances. Behind all such provisions the
motive is to take away the: right to

.strike. And the reactionaries are mak-

ing headway.
For instance,. in New York the

state legislature passed the Condon-
Wadlin bill which bans strikes by
public employees, This law not only
forces state employees “into the
status of second-class citizens with
conditions bordering on economic
slavery,” as CIO President Murray
put it, but constitutes the initial
weakerfing of the right to strike for
the whole working class. Similar
laws are pending in other states.

INJUNCTION BILL

However, the blitzkrieg against
labor does not wait for the passage
of new laws. The recent decision of
the court against the United Mine
Workers re-established rule by in-
Jjunction. Already the politicians are
taking advantage of that decision.
The Hartley bill, if passed, would
allow the government to obtain an
anti-union injunction against the
telephone strikers if they go out.

Other blows are being struck at
labor. Congressional handling of the
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portal-to-portal pay suits not enly
deprives the workers of billlons of
dollars legitimately theirs, but also
undermines the Wages and Hour Law
establishing mlalmu;n wage rates and
the forty-hour week. Again, even be-
fore Congress has passed amend-
ments to soften up the Wagner Law,
the WLRB is obligingly handing down
decisions to "appease" the bosses.
Nor can we overlook, in this enumer-
ation ‘of anti-labor measures, the vari-
ous government efforts to get at la-
bor in general behind the pretense of
fighting the Stalinists.

These moves are not prompted by

. abstract hatred of the bosses for the

workers, but by something very con-
crete indeed. Straight-jacketing la-
bor by restrictive legislation means
to weaken the ability of the unions
to raise wages and better conditions.
This translates itself into higher
profits for the capitalists—and a
lowered standard of living for all
workers.

This anti-labor drive by the law-
makers is taking place as the work-
ing people are already amply penal-
ized by the economic laws of “pri-
vate enterprise.” Caught between
run-away prices and low wages, the
standard of living is declining.

PRICES GOING UP
According to the most recent fig-

ures of the Bureau of Labor Statis-:

tics, the cost of living has gone up

fifty-six per cent since the war, with'

twenty-three per cent of that rise
occurring since, June 1946. June,

1946, it will be remembered, is when '

price controls were lifted and we
were promised by the “private en-
terprisers” that prices would begin
to come down. Also remember that
the figures of the BLS are always
an understatement of the cost of liv-
ing because they do not take into
account such important elements as
inferior quality, disappearance ' of
low-priced merchandise, and so on.

And how have wages fared in pur-
chasing power as prices merrily soar?
The average weekly factory pay-
check is supposed to be $46.21, ac-
cording to the United States News.
By the same uuihorﬂy. the purchasing
power of $46.21 is today only $29.62
in pre-war values. However, in June
1944 the purchasing power of the av-
erage factory wage was $32 in pre-
war values. So that in terms of pur-
chasing power, average factory
wages have been cut almost fen per
cent since June, 1946, by the crazy
spiral of living costs.

A union survey was made of the
workers in the Frigidaire plant at
Dayton, Ohio, to ascertain how this
ten per cent decrease in purchasing
power of wages is affecting them.
Seventy-one per cent of the workers
stated that they are cutting down on
food consumption, after having ex-
hausted their savings—those war-
time savings which were supposed to
have been so lush.
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Offensive Indicated Against Wage Squeeze and Anti-Labor Bills

The crazy spiral of living costs
which has slashed the food consump-

tion of working people, has caused
profits to climb to a new high, This
is corroborated by such divergent
sources as the CIO and the National
City Bank of New York. The CIO
informs us that returns on invest-
ments in 1946, were eight to ten
times greater than pre-war. From
the National City Bank we learn
that profits in food, where prices
have elimbed steepest, were, in 1948,
as follows: For sixteen baking firms
96.5 per cent more than 1945; for
fifteen meat packing firms 96.7 per
cent more than 1945; for sixty-four
other food firms 72.6 per cent more
than 1945. “Private enterprise”
knows what it wants.

Let us not forget, furthermore, that
the quiet on the rent front forebodes
no good. To save their political necks
the politicians will very likely extend
rent control for a few months and
squelch a blanket rent increase. But
that will still mean rent boosts for all
of us, judging by the latest concoc-
tien to come out of the Senate Bank-
ing Committee. If this law is passed,
it would set up local advisory boards
authorized o recommend to the Hous-
ing Expediter, now that OPA is out,
both rent increases and complete de-
control of whole areas. Rent control
would go the way of price ceontrol,
but more quietly than if Congress
killed it now.

This, .then, is the background for

i
SETiE

the CIO call for DEFEND LABOR
MONTH: the actually declining
standard of living and the. threat
from legislative enactments that will
make difficult the improvement of
the standard of living.

RESPONSE IS GOOD

Reports published in CIO News
shows a good response frem the CIO
membership, from the AFL, the
Railroad Brotherhoods, independent
unions and pro-labor organizations.
Rallies are being planned and held,
leaflets distributed, petitions signed,
telegrams and delegations sent to
the halls of government.

LABOR ACTION is completley be-
hind the CIO in 'this effort—and we
go a little further too. We have
learned that taking the offensive is
often the best defense. On the eco-
nomic mle. the campaign for higher
wages in dll industries #o check the
decline in living standards caused by
rising prices, can no longer be de-
layed.

Again, we are assured, as before
June, 1946, that prices are coming
down. But what is that' saying?
Once burned, twice wise. On the po-
litical side, we will never gain our
goal “of a more abundant life for
all”—as the CIO News puts it—
merely by showing “our elected rep-
resentatives” of capitalist parties
that we want it. The best defense
against capitalist politicians, is the
offensive toward an independent la-
bor party.

By HENRY JUDD

The Big Four, assembled at Mos-
cow, are now getting down to brass
tacks and discussing their serious and
sharp differences on concrete issues
—what level of productivity for Ger-
man industry; what form of govern-
ment for the new Germany; how shall
assets available for reparations in
Austria be® defined, etc. The prelimi-
naries are over and now the rival
powers bargain over the table in
terms of dollars and property. A vast
nation, with its resources and people,
are on the block.

As the conference has proceeded
various documents have come to light.
These documents, covering secret ar-
rangements and deals between the
great powers, are now being pub-
lished, as a result of the conflicts and
antagonisms between the very same
parthers who concluded the secret
deals. Most of those published so far
contain clauses whose contents have
been previously known,
through other sources, or widely
guessed. No one knows how many
other secret agreements have yet to
see the light, but everyone knows
that they will. The disputes are far
more likely to grow than to be
glossed over. The content of all
these agreements spell one word in
common. Reduction of Germany to
a state of pauperdom, a free-hand
in the exploitation of its wealth and
man-power by the victors.

Concurrent with these revelations
has come the third report of the
Hoover Commission sent to the Brit-
ish-American combined zone for the
purpose of examining that territory
and making recommendations. This
Hoover Report is, in effect, a damn-
ing indictment of the entire Allied
policy, a wholesale eriticism of the
Roosevelt-Morgenthan poliey toward
Gefmany (reduction of the nation to
a pastoral state), and another sig-
nificant step in the evolving Ameri-
can imperialist policy of junking all
that Roosevelt stood for, with re-
spect to Germany, and reversing
previous policy by permitting the
revival of German economie and. in-
dustrial life, under close American
supervision. So sharply does the
Hoover Report fly in the face of past
and even current policy that it is
worth summarizing:

"There is only one path to recon- -

struction in Europe. That is produc-
tion. . . . The productivity of Europe
camnot be restored without vthe res-
toration of Germany as a contributor
to that productivity."” (Hoover Re-
port. No. 3.)

This is the theme of Hcover s Re-
port, a condemnation, even though
it is not acknowledged as such, of
everything the Allies (including
America) have hitherto done in that
country. Hoover goes on to list the
various ways in which this vital pro-

. ductivity has been lowered and part-

ly destroyed. War plants, easily con-
vertible to peace time, consumers’
goods production, have been de-
stroyed. An unknown percentage of
factory and equipment removals
have taken place in, the Russian and
French zones, including light and
heavy industries. The Potsdam Ac-
cord was based on the “pastoral
state conception,” as Hoover himself
acknowledges. He then lists for us
the specific percentages by which
the productivity of various German
industries have been lowered.

FOOD IMPORTS DOUBLE

Today, says Hoover, Britain and
America must spend $600,000,000
annually for food iiports (despite
this, the wave of hunger riols and

Germany the Pawn
In Big Four Game

demonstrations began by the heroic
Ruhr coal miners is-on the increase).
Why is this? Because Allied policy
has deliberately lowered Germany’s
pre-war 85 per cent food sufficiency
down to a present 64 per cent (based
upon the new, that is, semi-hunger
rations). The food deficiency -that
must be imported has, in other
words doubled from 15 per cent to
36 per cent. Further, the policy. of
deliberately  restricting - fertilizer
production may bring the food suf-
ficiency percentage down to “below

60 per cent.” (All figures are

Hoover’s.) TRl o AV '
Hoover lists vatious “illusions,”

typical of Allied policies: (1) A

“pastoral state” can be created in
Germany. Hoover indicates +this
would mean the extermination of 25
million German people. (2) Germany
can exist without any heavy indus-
try. Hoover points out that the idea
of a drastic distinction between
“war” and “non-war” industries is
a myth. (3) Germany and Europe
can recover economically and social-
ly without a rebuilding and resetting
in motion of all of German industry.

So sternly does Hoover dismiss
all these illusions (we are not con-
cerned at the moment with 'his mo-
tives), that he proposes to set the
whole apparatus in motion in an ex-
actly opposite direction! All German
industrial factories and plants, light
and heavy, must be set going once
more. This, and nothing less, is what
the Hoover Report proposes.

CATASTROPHIC STATE

Everything done, up until this
point, has had the opposite effect
upon German and European life. It
has brought the Continent to its
present catastrophic state of affairs.
This policy is familiar in various
agreements and accords well known
to the world (Yalta, Potsdam, etc.)
The secret aspects of these agree-
ments, now published for the first
time, are only reinforcements of
public policies:

"The United Kingdom, the United
States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics shall pos-
sess supreme authority with respect
to Germany. In the exercise of such
authority they will take such steps,
including the complete disarmament,
demilitarization and dismemberment

.of Germany as they deem requisite

for fuhu'-e peace and security.” (Se-
cret clause of Yalta Agreement.)

"Removals within two years . . .
(equipment, machine tools, ships, roll-
ing stock, German investments
abroad, shares of Industrial, trans-
port and other enterprises in Ger-
many).” (Secret profocol on repara-
tions.)

“Annual deliveries of goods from
current production for a period to
be fixed.”

“Use of German labor.”
t:on. in accordance with . . . should
be 20 billion dollars and that 50 per
cent of it should go to the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics,”

This is the nature of the secret
clauses. Now that circumstances
have changed, and the “democratic”
British and Americans wish to re-
verse the'trend, they hypocritically
deny what has now become public
knowledge and property. They share,
together with Russian imperialism,
full responsibility for the state of
Germany today. They gave the Rus-
sians leeway to do what they did.
This is the only meaning one can
attach to the secret agreements now
revealed to us.

. the total sum of the repara-

-
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