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FIVE CENTS

Landlords Await Washington Go-Sign!

7

By Rubber

By E. J. McLAIN

AKRON—The United Rubber Work-
ers wage policy committee met in
South Bend, Indiana, October 27 and
28 to determine how much money
they would ask for to offset the tre-
mendous cut in their standard of liv-
ing since the last 1812 cent raise.
The figure set by the representatives
of all the locals was 26 cents an
hour. This of course doesn’t come
close to gaining back for them the
amount they have lost in exorbitant
prices in the last eight months.

Negotiations are to begin very
soon on a hig four (Goodyear, Good-
rich, Firestone and U. S. Rubber)
basis and the gains that they make
will be retroactive to November 1.
When these four large locals negoti-
ated with their companies last
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wives Damend City':

Ordinance to Lower Price of Milk

SEATTLE, ‘Nov. g§—Winding its way
through the heart of Seattle’'s busi-
ness center last Monday, a caravan
of cars assembléd by  the militant
Homemakers Price Control League
disembarked at City Hall to present
to the City Council demands for a
city ordinance establishing the price
of milk at 14 cents per gquart deliv-
ered.

During the after-lunch rush hour,
Seattle citizens, crowding the down-
town streets, gaped at the sight of
colorful signs displayed on the 15 or
more cars parading through town,
stopping traffic and awakening in-
terest and speculation. This parade,
starting out from the AFL Trade
Council Building, carried slogans
saying, “We'll strike till. the cows
come home—and that’s no bull,” and
“Babies cry for it, and Daddy can't
pay for it.” This demonstration was
another action organized by the up-
and - coming  Seattle  housewives'
movement to lower the price of milk.

DEMAND HEARING

The City Council, proceeding with -

its regular order of business, ignored
the sixty housewives with their chil-
dren who crowded the chambers, and
then adjourned. Mrs. Sally Hogan,
chairman of the League, angrily de-
manded that the Council hear the
assembled group. The president of the
Council, a suave master of all the
tricks of parliamentary procedure,

explained that the Council would
listen to the plea, but that it would
do so informally as they had not been
notified in advance of the intended
visit. This was hotly contested by the
representatives ‘of the League, who
insisted that nregistered letters had

been sent to the Council informing -

them of the forthcoming wisit, and
putting ‘forth their demands.

In spite of the “unofficial” charac-
ter of the interview, the infuriated
housewives stated their case. Mrs.
Hogan gave the history of the organ-
ization and stated the plight of those
who are daily being forced to reduce
their living .standards below the
minimum subsistence level because
of -the continuous increase in prices.

Mrs. Clara Krasnowsky and Mrs.
Margaret Webb then spoke and told
how the visit to the Milk Dealers As-
sociation had netted the League noth-
ing..The poor milk processors were
barely eking out a living, so Mr. Bird
of the Association claimed. It would
be impossible to lower milk prices,
said the representative of the milk
Processors.

SEEK HOUSEWIVES' CONTROL

Mrs. Helen Burns then presented
the specific proposal of the League,
namely, that the Council exercise its
emergency powers and pass a city
ordinance establishing the price of
milk at 14 cents, said ordinance to be
enforced by a committee of house-

- legalistic hocus-pocus,

wives and union representatives hav-
ing jurisdiction in milk processing
and distribution.

The councilmen, despite the “unoffi-
cial” naturd of the interview, found
their tongues promptly and stated
that such a request was “an invasion
of private property, rights.,” To such
the mothers
and homemakers present in the Coun-
cil had a swift and sure response, We
want milk prices lowered, and you
have it in your power to lower them,
they stated. The charter of the city
gives you this emergency power—we
demand that you act.

From this point on, the interview
got a bit confusing. Mrs. Sally Hogan
then read a letter handed to her,
which was supposed to summarize
the views of the League. However,
the letter mysteriously included a re-
quest that the City Council pass a
resolution asking that control be put
back on the price of milk and milk
products, and excluded any mention
of the ordinance. Those familiar with
the antics of the Stalinists over the
last ten years will quickly recognize
their despicable and cunning hand.

The councilmen were quick to
seize upon this confusion brought
into the picture by this act of duplici-
iy and asked the women which they
wanted, an ordinance or a resolution.

As one councilman put it, we pass

resolutions all the time. (This said
between yawns.) However, the wom-

en closed ranks and pressed ho}ne
their demands.

RALLY LABOR SUPPORT

The League since the visit to the

City Council has launched a cam-
paign to rally the support of the labor
movement. The Milkdrivers Union
was approached and heard the plea
of Mrs. Hogan. However, no action
was taken—the secretary of the local
stating that the interests of the driv-
ers were opposite to that of the
Homemakers League.

The drivers get more money if they
get more customers, he said. Despite
all efforts, he could not be made to
see that the high price of milk was
cutting the wages of the drivers in
two ways: one, by decreasing the
amount of milk sold; and two, by
having their salaries mean less be-
cause of the high price of milk and
milk by¥-products.

A horse of a different color was
the visit of Mrs. Cysewski to the
Lumber and Sawmill Workers Union.
There her appeal was greeted en-
thusiastically, and the local passed
a resolution endorsing the program
‘of the League and then passed the
hat to help out the ladies.

Plans are under foot for a caravan
to Olympia, the League announced.
We will continue to press the Coun-
cil for action, and return again and
again. In the meantime we are plan-
ning the Olympia. march to rally sup-
pert throughout the state, they said.

March they agreed to open their con-
tracts when necessary on a big four
basis., The riecessity is apparent now,
and has been for,some.time, But the
significance .of - this- decision. is that
if ‘necessary joint action will be
taken and these four mammoth com-
panies, with a total of around 60,000
workers, will strike simultaneously.

FOR INDUSTRY-WIDE ACTION

Akron workers have learned some
lessons during the last ten years and
one of them is that sporadic plant-
wide strikeg aren’t nearly as effec-
tive as if they were on an industry-
wide basis. A big four strike would
not be industry-wide for their are
many smaller companies and.subsid-
iaries of the four large companies,
with separate locals and contracts.
The next logical step would be to
have an effective strike weapon on a
complete industry-wide basis. For
every major strike in Akron has
been weakened by the placing of or-
ders at other plants of the same
company in different payts of the
country.

For instance, during the last
strike at General Tire & Rubber Co.
its tires were allegedly manufac-
tured under its own label at Good-
rich.

It is significant also, 'that the
United Rubber Workers were the
only large group of organized labor
to bring forth the amount of their
demands. The UAW and the United
Steel Workers have both met and
stated their intention to seek higher
pay but neither have set any figure.

COMMITTEE LIMITATIONS

The international policy commit-
tee was created at the last conven-
tion of the URW in September. The
members of this committee were to
be elected at the next local election
but since this meeting was held in
the interim between the convention

Imperialist Conflicts Sharpen in UN Arena

By ALBERT GATES

So long as the UN meets there will be no end to the obscene

The meeting of the United Nations and its various sub-
committees and sub-departments at Lake Success (!) in New
York State is heavily.overladen with hypocrisy. No one coun-
try has a monopoly over this dubious quality. For each power
and its satellites is embroiled in an.involved and complicated
game of imperialist politics. The true aim of -the game is
camouflaged by copious use of the words “democracy,” “free-
dom,” “self-determination” and the “rights of the people.” Yet,
however ingenious the camouflage, the imperialist aims of the
contestants sticks out at every stage of the struggles which
dominate the sessions of the UN.

There is endless testimony to prove that the UN does not

differ in principle from its predecessor, the League of Nations.,
The participating nations are almost the same (except for the

two dominant powers, the United States and Russia) ; some of
the architects of Genéva ply their trade at Lake Success; the
new figures are cast in the same mold as the old. Each dis-
pute which refleets the bitter clash of conflicting imperialist
interests‘is covered with the camouflage cited above; the dis-

- putants hurl epithets at each other like actors rehearsing a

play. But they are-all deadly. serious. In.¢omimon:they deceive

2 the pg_@ple;;among.thc@aaivesf@hey areﬁchting: for high stakes.

exhibitionism of the big powers carving up-a world in the name
of freedom and democracy. We shall follow its sessions closely
as a living exhibit of the hypocrisy of imperialism and the,
decay of capitalism. At the moment we cite only three examples
among many: g

1. TRUSTEESHIPS OVER NON-SELF-GOVERNING
TERRITORIES, INCLUDING AREAS MANDATED BY
THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. The charter of the UN adopted
a plan of trusteeships by “directly concerned” nations over
such territories. The professed aim of the powers was that
trusteeships would be the initial steps toward a future com-
plete independence for the territories involved. The imparial-
ists turned anti-imperialist! But in the context of the real
aims of the powers, the fight over trusteeships reduces itself
to a struggle between the two main imperialist blocs—the
Anglo-American and the Ruggian.

Shortly after the war ended in Europe, the Russian im-
perialists demanded a share of the former Italian colonies in
Africa. Their demand is still before the UN. Now the Russians
claim to be “directly concerned” in the former Japanese Pacific
territories held by the United States. The United States has de-

‘manded the right to be sole administrator over some 1,500 -

Pacific islands ynder a United Nations’ trusteeship. She has'

asked that the'veto be set aside on this question. In the event,
however, that objections are made against American trustee-,
ship, President Truman has already described, these territories
as “strategic areas” of the U, 8. If the UN does not accede to
the American demand, then the territories formerly held by
Japan will be retained by the U. 8., anyway. This is tatita-
mount to a veto over other powers’ objections, despite pious
objection on the part of the U. 8. to the veto principle. The
areas involved are the Marianna, Caroline and Marshall
islands, German possessions mandated to Japan after the First
World War, and other Japanese possessions, ‘such as Okinawa
and Iwo Jima. .

Now the Russians have put in their claim for a “joint
trusteeship” of these territories as a “directly concerned” state.
To bolster up this demand the Russians cite their interest in
Germany._.Since the above mandated areas were former Ger-
man colonies Russia cannot be excluded from participation in
the trusteeship. In attacking the American proposal, Russia
also denounced the British strategy of discussing th’e Pales-
tinian situation, with the U."S., Arab and Jewish representa-
tives outside official channels of the UN.

This is indeed a spectacle! Russian imperialism vy
the type of trusteeships praposed{ by Gre‘at‘g’ﬁtﬁs,ﬂ:h? g;'eséi
' (Coniinued on page 8) :
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‘New Wage Demdndsf

Workers

To Meet Price Rise

and elections, representatives were
appointed or temporarily elected to
serve until regular elections in No-
vember, Each local was granted rep-
resentation according to its size.
This method limits the large locals
for they are allowed only five mem-
bers after their size exceeds 6500
workers, And there are very many
small locals entitled to one repre-

sentative. .

The policy committee is therefore
set up so that the small locals who
have an 8-hour day may force an
impasse in the demands of the large
Akron locals who have a 6-hour day.
This situation was deliberately
brought about by the international
to limit the power of the large-locals.
and make them more dependent on
the arch conservatism of Buekmas-
ter and other labor bureaucrats.

. The power of-the international of-
ficers, of course; lies in the small
locals and theit’ desire- for' perpetii-
-ation in office ‘(which trait.is, if not
the definition of bureaucracy, at
least an inseparable component) it is
very evident.. It is manifested in
their petty machinations and combi-
natjons for power. Splitting' the
large 6-hour loeals from the smaller
8-hour locals to the obvious detri-
ment of both groups as they are at-
stempting to do with their Wage Pol-
icy Committee setup, is an example
of this policy.

"

.

A 15 or more per cent boost in rent ceilings has passed out of the
stage of rumor and is now a virtual certainty. Washington circles ex-
pect this latest price steal momentarily. The National Association of
Real Estate Boards, with victory in sight for its campaign to hike rents,
is licking its chops in anticipation of dumping rent ceilings entirely.

The NAREB has been lobby-
ing for a long time to put over
a three-point program:

e To jump residential rents
15 per cent “as a matter of
fundamental justice dnd emer-
gency relief" to landlords who
are presumably gasping for air
in the squeeze of poverty.

e To lift controls entirely for
those landlords who would
grant a year's lease on the 15
per cent robbery.

e To eliminate all price ceil-
ings and rent conirols on new
residential construction. '

In addition to working on their -

agents in Congress, the landlords
have .been trying various devices to
put over their plans. Sections of the
NAREB have been threatening land-
lord “strikes" to keep vacaied apgri~
ments empty until they get the green
light' on raising rents. Others have
been threatening “sit-downs” ‘in
which they would deny tenants any
kind of service  until rent controls
are killed, : '

We reported in last week’s LABOR
ACTION one such move in Chicago.
And at the same time we reported
the action' ‘of the .Workers - Party;
which: forced the landlords to cancel
a' scheduled “strike” meeting. We
made the point then, and repeat it
now, that swift working class action,
multiplied a thousand times over the
Chicago scale and involving the peo>
ple of every community in‘* the,
United States, will be necessary to
stop the landlord campaign.

Time is fast running out on this
issue. It is expected that with con-
trols lifted on everything but sugar,

(Continued on page 2)

Stalinists Take Lead
In French Elections =

‘Incomplete. returns from France's
election of November 10 for a Na-
tional Assembly to function under
the newly adopted Constitation in-
dicate a slight sharpening of .the basic
political divisions existing 'in the
country between the parties of .the
-right and those of the left.

The most significant fact in the re- .
sults has been the fact that the Com-
munist Party has replaced the party
of Bidault (MRP) as the leading
party in the new National Assembly.
A summary of the vote according to
latest available figures gives the fol-
lowing: .

BULLETIN:

We have not yet received direct
word from France on the vote polled
by our comrades of the Parti Com-
muniste Internationaliste (PCI). How-,
ever, a New York Daily News report
lists 60,000 votes for the PCI.

A% 7/

Communist Party—163 seats—5,476,-
000 popular vote—28 per cent,
Socialist Party—93 seats—3,454,000

. popular vote—18 per cent.

Thus, the two major parties with
working class membership, with a
total of 256 seats out of 619, and with
46 per cent of the total vote, failed
to httain a clear - cut majority, indi-
cating a serious decline in their gen-
eral position in France since a year
ago. This general decline, however,
has been largely in the influence of
the Socialist Party, which dropped
from 120 seats in the old Assembly
to 93 now, and lost over 700,000 popu-
lar votes. The Stalinist’ party re-
tained its huge vote and even regis-
tered a slight increase, indicating that
it still remains the party supported
by*the bulk of the French working
class, unfortunately.

'RIGHT-WING MAJORITY

The right-wing parties, headed by

Bidault’s MRP, recorded the follow-
‘ing results: ... 5 :

Popular Republican Party (MRP)—

160, seats—5,000,000 popular vote—25
per cent, )

Radical Socialist Party—59 seats—
1,971,000 popular vote—11 per cent.

Republic Party (PRL)—42 seats—
3,137,000 popular vote—12 per cent.

Actually, the conservative, pro-cap-
italist parties attained a majority of
the seats and of the popular vote,
with the growth in influence of the
PRL (the most reactionary, pro-fas-
cist party of the right) being of the
utmost significance. The PRL in-
creased its vote slightly and gained
eight seats over its former position.
The Socialist Party undoubtedly lost
many of its votes'to the Stalinists
as well as to the Radicals and sup-
porters of Bidault, indicating the gen-
eral tendency for that party to be-
come weaker and more divided than
ever, :

The French Trotskyist Party (PCIL)
ran 119 candidates, but did not elect
any. At the present moment, its popu-
lar vote is not yet known, but will
undoubtedly be greater than the 45,-
000 attained at previous elections. ;

GOVERNMENT IN DOUBT

With the .elections over, the prob-,
lem of the formation of a new gov-
ernment must now be resolved. The
Stalinists, as the largest party, are
demanding the right to name the new
President of France along with the
Premiership of the government to
be formed. It is clear they have no
intention, at present, of breaking
their coalition with the Socialist Par-
ty or the bourgeois party of Bidault
(MRP). In fact, they may attempt 1o
re-establish the 1936 Popular Front
alignment with the Radical Socialist
Party of Daladier and Reynaud!

The French Trotskyists will un-
doubtedly continue their pre-election
demand that the Socialist and Com-
munist Parties break this reactionary
coalition with capitalist parties and
refuse to participate in the adminis-
tration of capitalist France.

In the next issue of LABOR AC-
TION .we shall publish a more de-
tailed -analysis of the election ‘a_nd i
.‘meaning, based upon final figures and
-yeports from France, SRR
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By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Nov. 2—In spite of three
major developments in the auto in-
dustry during the past week, the fact
is that the UAW-CIO is marking time
in the struggle on the wage front un-
til after the'steel workers' wage pol-
icy conference on December 15.

(1) The crisis at Ford, where the
company, taking advantage of the no-
torious “company security” .provi-
sions of the contract signed by the
UAW-CIO, fired 18 shop leaders for
participation in the foundry strike—

this crisis is subsiding under the .

powerful pressure of the UAW-CIO
top leadership backed by Philip Mur-
ray, CIO president.

(2) Wage negotiations at Chrysler
are being stalled until after the steel
workers conference, when a definite

* policy will be worked out, Norman
Mathews, Chrysler UAW-CIO direc-
tory admitted during a speech -at
Dodge Local last week. ’

(3) Many local unions in the De-
troit area have signified their inten-
"tion of reopening wage negotiations

v and in some cases, like Packard, ne-
gotiations already have begun.

REASON FOR SLOW TEMFPO

The reason for the slow tempo of
developments in the fight against the
auto barons is that Philip Murray,
CIO president, insisted at the recent
UAW-CIO executive board meeting
that the UAW-CIO pull in its horns
and follow his leadership and the
policies which he expects to have
adopted at the steel workers' wage

policy conference, if not at the CIO_

national convention.

Take the qud situation: the local
union executive board unanimously
voted for the pelicy of calling for a
strike vote on the basis of demand-
ing that Ford eliminate health haz-
ards at the foundry plant, where a
ten-day shutdown in protest over
conditisns took place recently. But
effort to soft-pedal this move  has
been made, and the union demand
that the hazards be eliminated and

L]

Halt Rent

(Continued from page 1)

rice and rent, OPA will cease even
its pretense of life. Rent controls are
expected to be transferred to Secre-
tary of Commerce Harriman, along
with-an official declaration of the 15
per cent rise. After that will come
the complete elimination of all con-
irols whatsoever. .

Concretely, that will mean a three
to six per cent rise in the cost of liv-
ing for the average family. With price
rises on all other commodities already
breaking the worker's pocketbook,
the added three to six per cent will
aggravate a completely intolerable
situation. '

Ever since the meat monopolists
had their way, it has been taken for
granted that the Ilandlords would
have théirs. The government is &s
much the servant of one as the other.
Note, however, how well organized
the landlords, and the capitalists gen-
erally, are. The food trust, industrial
cobines, the landlords, went after
 their plans systematically. It made

perfect sense for them to lobby with

Congressmen -and Senators because,

in the last analysis, they are there to

serve them.

RELY ON OURSELVES
_ Lobbying or writing frantic pleas
to Congressmen will not do the job
for us. We require sterner measures
to impress them—and to impress the
landlords. For example, we doubt
very much that the landlords would
go after their scheme with the same
vigor if they were confronted with a
national mass challenge, backed by
organized committees representing
tenants and unions, that rents will
be withheld if there is any increase
whatsoever. Court action? Evictions?
That would be a pretty big order if
tens and hundreds of thousands of
families were involved. ;

- In short, we have to rely on our-
selves in this situation, There are
‘some who are putting -their confi-
dence 'in local laws guaranteeing
. rent- controls. But, as in New York,
these contain a joker in almost every
case. New York has a rent control
law to take effect when federal con-
trols are lifted. But that is the catch.
TFederal controls have to be complete-
ly and formally lifted before it can
be put into operdtion. Thus, if the
¢ederal government grants a ‘15 ‘per
cent or 150 per cent rent increase, the
‘New York law is inoperative, because,
you see, there are still federal con-
trols! B

Tepant action is not isolated need.’
Ii relates intimately with the whole

-

7 . R0 S it TRt T o s 2 .
C10 CONVENTION:
David Coolidge, whose reports on
lahor conventions are well known to
readers of LABOR ACTION is go-
ing to Atlantic City ‘to. cover .the
National CIO Convention. - Watch
for his analysis of the issues-before
‘the convention' and ‘the pcl.lc:es :
:doptbd‘\ " -..'_..-I;..,.'.'...,.....-.._..._, !

n in UAW Coming

the union men fired be reinstated im-
mediately, remains unsettled.

Some compromise formula is ex-
pected to be adopted this week. In-
cidentally, the whole leadership of
the Ford Local 600, as well as the
top leadership of the UAW-CIO,
maintain nothing but embarrassed
silence over the fact that signing of
the *“company security” provisions
gave Ford a technicality to fry to
punish the union militants in the
foundry strike.

At a meeting of presidents of .the
Chrysler locals, the policy outlined
by Norman Mathews was adopted
unanimously, even though many local
union leaders are not really in agree-
mehnt with the idea of stalgng along
until Murray and the steel workers
do something. But Murray's curt dis-
missal of any talk of a real aulo
sirike against all major companies to
force a wage increase has quieted
‘down the UAW leadership. The eva- -
sion of the UAW leaders on specify-
ing -a concrete figure for wage in-
creases comes from, Murray's demand
that steel set the amount, and not the
UAW-CIO. i

LEADERS UNDER PRESSURE

In view of the close bloc between
Walter Reuther, UAW-CIO president,
and Murray, the anti-Reuther factions
have been very cautious on uttering
any statements criticizing the present
policy in fear of a joint Reuther-Mur-
ray blast. -

Of course, the present conservative
policy being pursued has very defi-
nite limitations since a continunation
of the trend toward reopening wage
negotiations will in itself pose a ma-
jor crisis which will be very difficult
to evade. Certainly a coordinated
steel union-auto union strategy is a
sound idea, but not at the expense of
retarding the kind of struggle which
has made the UAW-CIO the spear-
head of the labor movement, At every
turn‘of events in the present devel-
oping strikke struggles, the ranks' of
the UAW-CIO have forced the lead-

Gouge!--

price structure (and, as well, with
the entire housing shortage fabricat- .

ed by the real: estate interests). Such -

action as a committee of housewives
in Seattle are now taking on milk
prices is exactly the kind of action
required in the rent situation.

Nor does it end there. Wage action
is: another way of beating down the
rent ‘steal. In its simplest form, it
overcomes the wage cut of rising
prices. Beyond that, it can put the
squeeze on industrialists, many of
whom are themselves directly in-
volved in real estate operations, and®*
all of whom are tied with the land-
lords in class interest, to try to check
the rent gougers.

Thus, we need. an all-sided attack.
But, we repeat, an essefftial feature
of that attack has to be the organ-
ization of Popular Price Control or
Tenants’ Committees to defeat the
schemes 'of the landlords and their
government in Washington!

The pmﬂ_CWLE
' of the WOR

ership forward. It shall remain so
in the next period, even though the
top leadership of the CIO hopes other--
wise, !

The major move of John L. Lewis,
president of the United Mine Work-
‘ers ‘'0f America, to obtlain new con-
cessions for the coal miners likewise
adds pressure on the top CIO leader-
ship to produce some results. The
inevitable showdown cannot be post-
poned for too long.

The Boss's Dictionary
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Vet Squatters Face

Chicago Court Action

By I. BLAKE

On Election Day fifty-four veter-
ans and their families forced en-
trance into the Airport Veterans
Housing Project on Chicago's South
Side.

On the Friday following Election
Day, John Doe warrants were sworn
out for six of the’ veterans on
charges of trespassing. They were
arraigned ‘the day after, om Satur-
day, ‘and ordered to reappear in the
jury branch of Municipal Court on
Tuesday, November 12, exactly one
week after Election Day. The wheels
of “law and order” move swiftly and
efficiently.

FACTS VERSUS “LAW”

Justice 'must be ‘done. The crime
of trespass should be punished. The
squatters must be ousted. So says
the Chicago Housing Authority. But
the crime of no housing is just un-
fortunate. Let the homeless be pa-
tient. “Law and order” shows its
face again.

Let us see what hides behind the
legal face. .

In Chicago there are £5,000 eligi-
ble applicants for veterans housing
and only 300 units authorized for
construction. The Chicago Housing

Authority says that most of the '

25,000 eligible applieants have pri-
ority over the squatters among
whom there are a few who \have not
even applied. As though an applica-
tion means the difference . between
needing a home and not needing a
home. o LR N

The Housing Authority's state-
ment is an insult to the rank-and-
file veterans. It tries to give the im-
pression that the squatters are ruth-
less, selfish grabbers who don’t care
at all about the needs of their fel-
low veterans, who don’t care who
suffers so long as they get theirs.
This double talk must be nailed for
the lie it is.

IN WHOSE BEHALF?

Rank-and-file wmovements have
shown—as the' veterans squatters
committee in London showed a year
ago—that their first concern is to
apportion necessities with great care
to the most needy. - Rank-and-file
movements -are the ones which are
genuinely - concerned with the wel-
fare of their communities ‘and not
the hypocritically pious, legal Chi-
cago Housing Authority.
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But the Chicago Housing Author-
ity's statement is more than an in-
sult. It is an attempt to prevent in-
dependent action in favor of do-
nothing patience. '

The inability of the national, state
and municipal governments to solve
the housing ecrisis has lorig demon-
strated the need for independent ac-
tion by those who really meed the
homes. A squatters movement is the
first step. Really to be effective it
must be ‘extended to include plan-
ning and direct action to solve the
housing problem not only by the
squatters, but also by the workers
who produce the raw materials and
the workers who build the houses
and the workérs who do,the trans-
portation.

COURTS-MARTIAL LAW

Only when the rank-and-file*vet-
erans and workers themselves be-
come the Housing Authority will the
country begin to solve the housing
crisis.

Appeals to “law and order” in this
respect are a fraud. Just as “law
and order” in'the army means the
courts-martial which punish officers
with a $300 fine for the sanme crimes
for which enlisted men are sentenced
to five years, 86 “law and order” for
the squatters means that the real es-
tate interests continue to get. the
gravy while the homeless get the air.

T W

'ELEcnqN-'n_ME
VET ACTIVITY

World War II veteran Ernest L.
Gibson was elected Republican Gov-
ernor of Vermont. Republican ex-
Navy officer W. Howes Meéade re-
placed Democratic Representative
May as congressman from Kentucky.
Ex-Colonel Jacob K, Javits, Repub-
lican, won the congressional race in
the 21st Distri¢t in New York City.

Ex-GI's in Crittenden County, Ar-
kansas, formed defense guards to
protect union cotton pickers from vi-
olence at the polls.

Different  veterans did different
things, but this much is clear: The
Arkansas veterans showed the heart
and ‘spirit of the World War fI veter-
ans movement. The hot-shot ex-offi-
eer—boss politicians are still on the
other side of the firing line.
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The Republicans haveg won great
victories in the Congress. They con-
frol both the Senate and.the House.
OK. The Democratic control is gone.
The Republican control begins.

And now I want to ask every Ne-
gro voter: What does this mean to
you, as a Negro? Not a single thing.
Not. one single thing! The Democrats
controlled the Congress. Did they do
anything about the anti-lynching bill?_
No. Did they pass a permanent FEPC
bill? No. Did they even protest vio-
lently against the .wave of terror
sweeping the South against Negroes?
No.

Every Negro knows that. But not
a Negro anywhere believes that the
Republican majority will mean a
change.

SAME OLD STORY
Now what I want to know is this.
How long -will the Negroes continue

to dccept this? How many times is it .

necessary to repeat that the Demo-
cratic \Party AND the Republican
Party are one -and the same in bluff-
ing the Negroes and -ignoring their
rights and their grievances. That is
proved beyond possibility of refuta-
tion.

Must the Negroes then bow their
heads and forget the things that they
and they alone suffer from? Absolute-
1y not.

Let us suppose that there were
twenty members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and five Senators who
were neither Republicans nor Demo-
crats. They could not pass bills. But
they could do at least one thing. They
could see to it that not only the griev-
ances of the Negroes were placed be-
for Congress for all the world to
hear. They.could use their places in
the legislature mercilessly io expose
the tricks, the deceptions, the double-
talk by which both Democrats and
Republicans unite to defeat elemen-
tary justice for Negroes. Over and
over again it has been proved that

a small body: of united, determined
men can expose, disorganize and
wreck the tricks of a body of legis-
lators many times their size.

Where can the Negroes find them?-
Theéy ‘cantot find them in the Demo-~

‘cratic Party. They cannot find them

in the Republican Party. Then a new
party ‘is mecessary. :
There are fifteen million Negroes

' in the country. There are nearly or
‘perhaps already two 'million ‘Negroes

in the organized ldbor movement.
What prevents the Negroes from call-
ing upon labor to form a new party?

HAS HAPPENED BEFORE

There-is nothing new in this. Fred-
erick Douglas was ore 'of the found-
ers of the Republican Party, He didn't
wait. He didn’t think that it was a
Negro's business always to ‘wait un-
til something was formed and then
join it. He saw that there was noth-
ing to be got from the Whig Party
and the Democratic Party of ‘those
diys. The Abolition Movement under
‘Garrison and Wendell Phillips not
only refused to support the two ex-
isting parties but would not under-
take any political action at all. Doug-
lass denounced both Whig and Demo-
cratic Parties, broke with the Abo-
lition Movement and organized prop-
aganda and agitation of his own. He
collaborated with politicians who
tried for years to form a ‘political
party which would rid the nation of
slavery. s

These men for years were only a
small band in Congress. But they
spake out loud. One of them, Sum-
rier, used to attack the Southerners
so flercely that a Southern member
of the Senate actually beat him up
in .thé Senate itself. After many
years of work the Republican Party
was formed and led the nation to
victory over the slave-power. It is
a useful thing to réemember that when
Douglass and his friends were laying
the foundations of what afterward

became the Republican Party, Lin-
coln was opposed to them.

Douglass was only one of a few
far-sighted people in those days. To-
day things are changed. Milliohs of
organized workers are sick ‘to death
of BOTH parties. The Negroés ingide
and outside the labor-movemént‘can
do what Douglass did. They cdn fake
the lead. Thén can call upon the labor
movement to do what only ‘the labor
movement -can do—form the Labor
Party. ; i

A Labor ‘Party will ‘in all ‘proba-
bility propose to nationalize the basic
industries. . But it is precisely. the
owners of the basic industries who

help to keep the Negroes where they |

‘are. Thus what is likely to beé the
fundamental plank of a. Labor Party
is also a basic necessity for any gen-
uine Negro emancipation.

Why then should the Negroes wait?
Why shouldn't they advocate a Labor
Party, participate in the formation
of its program, themselves lay down

the program of struggle for Negro

emancipation as a part of the Labor
Party program?
EFFECT OF LABOR PARTY

But, some say, to form such a party
meuans the defeat of the Derhocratic
Party. So what then? The Republican
Party was in its day a revolutionary
party. Douglass and the other found-
ers were beseiged with arguments
that a new party would split the pro-
gressive vote. So it did. It split the
vote in one election and triumphantly
elected Lincoln: as ‘President in the
next.

But eéven if today a genuine labor
candidate were elected in half a
dozen constituencies, the effect would
be electrical.

Labor would have its own wvoice
in the legislature and a new stage
would have opened. The WNegroes
have every reason to join the agita-
tion for a Labor Party and be the
most ardent, advocates of a powerful,
revolutionary program for it.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE ,

By JACK RANGER

With price controls fast fading, this column may
shortly discontinue its weekly report of price boosts
granted by the Office of Price Administration. Anyway,
here is the record for the week: Mattresses, ceilings in-
creased 9 per ¢ent; refrigerators, increases granted;
radio tubes, up 14 per cent; increases on low-cost rayon
and cotton dresses;-imported leathers, up 10-16 per
cent; Colorado coal, up 10 cents a ton; linseed oil, up
1.7 .cents a pound; children’s knit sleeping garments,
up 30 per cent; asphalt and tarred roofing, up 13 cents
a l?undredweight; lath, up $1 a thousand; enameled
castiron plumbing fixtures, up 11.5 per cent. Prices of
canned pineapple and juice rose 10 per cent. Among the
jtems decontrolled wére edible and inedible oils, ice, fats,
most consumer durable goods such as radios, lamps,
small electric appliances, cosmetics, rubber drug sup-
plies, paper supplies, and hardwood logs. With price
control removed from all shoes, hides, skins and leather,
OPA predicted a 30 per cent increase in shoe prices.

"DISMAL’ READING" .

The mad dance of the profiteers continues. But u dis-
turbing note intrudes itself in the picture. "Recent un-
publicized ' marketing surveys on ‘¢consumer. resistance’
make dismal reading,” réports the Wall Street Journal.
They show that many a line of products is in danger of
being priced out -of a:substantial part of its market.”...
As an. indication—prices of raw fur have been off 10-30
per cent in recent weeks, raising a danger signal for other
luxury goods. The silver fox cape that Mr. Feverish was
going to ‘buy his girl friend will have to wait. Mr. Fever-

ish's stocks and his holdings in cotton have takef a rude

jolt in recent weeks....The masses don't buy expensive
" furs.. They buy things like meat—but not a} foday's
prices. Right across the eonfln'ea_f comes story affer story
relating--how housewifely resistance to high prices is
forcing the meat trust to pare its prices .

A LOOK AT PROFITS

It takes a colossal gall and conceit for Big: Business
to oppose wage increases these days. For profits have
never been so high in most industries. U. 8. Steel, for
instance, had a third quarter net profit of $33 millions,
compared with a net of only $11 millions for the cor-
responding period in 1946, Shipments of steel products
were the highest since June, 1929.... Let’s take one of
the 'great department stores of the world, Marshall
Field & Co., of Chicago. It reports & net income in the
third quarter of $3,046,089, or $1.49 a .share, against
$1,033,819, or 45 cents a share, a year earlier. Profit'
in the nine months ended September 30 was over $10
million, compared with $3% million last year....Or
take a woolen company, Botany Worsted Mills. Earn-
ings for'the first nine months totaled $2,302,788, com-
pared with $817,891 for the entire year of 1945. Divi-
dends this year should equal $13 on 100,000 shares of
‘B stock, compared with a dividend. of $8.43 on only
50,000 shares in 1945. ... Here's another~company that
availed itself of tax credits from the ever-generous gov-
ernment. General Electric Co. took itself a credit of
$4.8 million in the first nine months for federal taxes
on income, and is back in the black, despite that nine-
weeks’ strike in the first quarter. The governmenti in
short, - underwrote the company resistance to union
demands.

100 . CORPORATIONS ' . Vi
The Civilian Production Administration, in its final
report on: war industry facilities, reports that 100 cor-
porttions operated 40 per cent of the country's war-built
industrial plant. Some 75 large manufacturers managed
almost $14 billion of the $22 billion expansion in manu-
fdcturing facilities, and 25 railways and utilities man-
‘eiged $2.5 billion out of the $6-billion expansion in indas-
trial service facilities. Heading ,the manufacturers fTist
were du Pont de Némours ‘and General Motors, ‘each with
‘more than $1billion: worth: of war facilitiesadded: to

pre-war production capacity. A. T. & T., with almost

)

$400 million in new facilities, topped the list of indﬁiirial
'service' expansions. War plants added about one-third in
terms of plant space and equipment to the country's pre-

war manufacturing facilities.
STOCK-'OF-THE-MON_TH .

What is believed to be the highest ratio stock split-
up on record is in the making. The Book-of-the-Month
Club plans to split its 400 shares of no-par value on a

. 2,000-for-1 basis, creating 800,000 shares of $1.25 par.

_In addition,_ the company has 100 authorized but un-
issued ‘shares which are to bhe changed into another
_S_OQ,OOG shares, at a ratio of 8,000-t0-1. The company
showed net profits for the first 'seven months of 1946
‘of $_921,775,' compared with a net profit of $778,850 for
the entire year of 1945, "

Though the ‘war has been over for more than a year,
most - of seuthern Californta's aircraft fdctories are
cloaked' in denser secrecy than in wartime. ¥ is even
more difficult for an ‘outsider o get in, reports the Wall
Street -I-.lﬁ_urnnl.' An officer of Northrop Aircraft estimates
ﬂlloi about three-fourths of the company's capital invest-
ment and personnel ‘are engaged in military work. An
official ‘of North American sald the same. Lockheed, Doug-
las, Consolidated Vultee and Ryan all have sizable secret

~military ‘projects under way. Latest official figures.. for
the whole industry show a military backlog at close to

$650 million, compared with $473 million for commercial
aircraft, ‘

L ] . T
‘A-.recent survey for the Federal Reserve Board
showed that total asset holdings of three-fourths of the

American people amount to less than one-fifth of their .

annual income. Or, in thé words of Raymond Rodgers,
N. Y. University professor of banking, ‘“disregarding
unemplloyment insurance and assistance from relatives
and friends, 2.4 months of unemployment will put 75
per cent of our peeple on relief.” :

The margin between the present artificial “pros-
perity” and a depression that would shake the world to
its foundations is just that thin. No wonder those who
profit most from the present system are gloomy. 'One
of tl-_lem is Paul Hoffman, president of Studebaker ‘Cor-
poration and chairman of the Committee for Economic
Development. “The - principle cause for concern,” he
says, “is the fact that so many businessmen accept re-
cession as inevitable.”

[
i .

German Workers Stage Sit-Down
Another instance of the continuing movement
among .the European masses against the imperialist
occupation armies is reported from Germany where-
a group of 560 workers engaged in dismantling. fac-
tories to. be shipped to Russia, staged a sit-down -
“strike of protest. The dismantling of these factories’
will leave the workers of Germany without a means -
of subsistence—unless they fall prey to the Russian .
shanghai of skilled labor. For that reason, the work--

ers dismantling an airplant engine factory in Mos-
bach staged their-sit-down strike.

(]
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Post War Social Dissatisfaction Swings
dle Class Vote to the Republican Party

Mi

By EMANUEL GARRETT

HE elections held last

. week have been noted in
endless columns of newspaper
space as a swing to the right.
In the sense that the election
marked the finish of the New

Deal era, it was that. In the further
sense that the Republican victory re-
flected a heightened expression of
the middle class vote and a relative
decline in the influence of the labor
vote, it was also a swing to the right.
However, to equate the elections with
a victory for reactionary Republican
policies, in so far as they can be dif-
. ferentiated from reactionary Demo-
cratic policies, is a simplification that
proves nothing but the incontestable
fact of the Republican majority.
In attempting an estimate of the
electoral swing, it must first he noted
that the American people registered

. a protest vote. It was a registration of

disgust. Just that: disgust with Tru-
man's bungling, disgust with rising
prices, disgust with shortages.

Not even -the traditionally power-
ful Democratic machines—the Hague
machine in New
Jersey, the Kel- #
ly machine in
Chicago, the
Pendergast ma-
chine in Missou-
ri—could batter
through this wall
of disgust. Nor
could PAC, de-, ™
spite- its preten—i /.' o
tious struty Y
break down the repudiation of the
Truman administration.

This disgust. was: hiealthy. «That -it: =

was not offered a channel other than
the miasma of Republican reaction,
however, is a tragedy. For if ever
there weére a proof, that the time is

ripe, the need urgent, the receptivity
present for a Labor Party, a really
INDEPENDENT Labor Party, it is in
these very elec?ms that are so care-
lessly dismissed as a swing to the
right. We hiave heard of several in-
stances where workers who are
strongly for @ Labor Party and for
militant, aggressive working class
politics, voted Republican, for that
seemed to them the only avenue of
protest. ;

Where in. past elections, dominated
by the active presence of Roosevelt,
the labor vete went overwhelmingly
to the Democratic Party, in this elec-
tion it was dispersed. It is worth
noting that of 318 candidates endorsed
by PAC for the House, only 78 wdn.
Without the beguiling hypocrisy of a
Roosevelt, the policy of tail-ending
the capitalist candidates in a situa-
tion that cries for independent labor
polities paid off in repudiation. How
then shall we evaluate the pompous
declarations by PAC leaders after the
elections that they have just begun
to fight? Fight whom? And with
what? With fake and in any case
meaningless computations on how the
assorted scoundrels who sit in Con-
gress voted on a miscellany of bills?
With the expiring New Dealism of
Wallace's vain effort to capture the
Democratic Party? With a sanctified
Roosevelt as banner bearer? And
with the utterly futile choice between
“good” capitalist servants and “bad”
capitalist servants?

ALP IN NEW YORK
In only one case, did the pretense

of ‘a Labor Party poll ‘a significant |

votg. In New York :the American
Labor Party polled over 400,000 votes.
Together with the Liberal Party,
whieh- also -makes some pretense "at
resembling a labor party, the two~
parties polled over half a million
votes. Both of them are far from be-
ing labor parties in any genuine

. sense. Both of them backed the Dem-

ocratic Mead-Lehman ticket, the ALP
with a pro-Stalinist slant, the other
with an anti-Stalinist slant.
New York, with its older tradition of
political expression among the work-
ing class, even these pale imitations
of a Labor Party proved how attrac-
tive a real Labor Party could be.

What did the ALP and Liberal
Party campaign for? For Roosevelt!
Inconceivable as it may be, that was
the sum and substance of their cam-
paign, as of the PAC campaign na-
tionally. And in New York they were
fortunate, in putting over their de-
ception, that banker Lehman, who

* headed (and ran ahead of) the ticket

was a man closely associated with
Roosevelt.

It is, of course, a matter of specu-
lation as to what a party that put
forward independent labor candi-
dates, spoke the truth about Roose-
velt as a representative of capitalist
interests and washed its hands clean
of Lehman, Mead and Truman, along
with Dewey, Bricker and Taft, might
have done, It might or might not have
bettereg’ the size of the ALP-Liberal
vote right off. That, we say, is specu-
lation. But it is not at all a matter
of speculation to say that a half mil-*
lion votes polled by such a party
would have true national significance,
and give the Republican or Demo-
cratic politicians pause. As it is, the
ALP - Liberal vote remains exclu-
sively a local phenomenon, and one
confined principally to New York
City. ;

Above we wrote that the middle

‘class expressed itself in. this elec-

tion. Put baldly, but with a warning
to apply caution in its interpretation,
the middle class showed that, along
with,seeking to rid itself of Truman,
it also held labor responsible for
shortages and the complications of re-
conversion. To a certain extent, then,

Stalin-to-Molotov *‘Diplomacy’’
Confuses Western Diplomats

By HENRY JUDD

Every time Stalin grants an in-
terview to some ambitious press cor-
respondent and grunts a few cryp-
tie answers to a few loaded ques-
tions, the leading capitalist newspa-
pers break out in the' largest size type
and propose that a world, shivering
in fear over the prospects of a new
world ‘war, settle down and breathe
a deep sigh of relief. Premier Joseph
Stalin, it would appear, is the true,
authentic spokesman of Russian for-
eign policy and he, by contrast with
spokesman Vyshinsky and Molotov,
is a reasonable, peace-loving man!’

"Sofme have even gone so far as to
suggest a serious gplit and division
existing between Stalin, the Apostle
of a peaceful life; and Molotov, the
Apostle of international disorder
and world revolution! This split, we
are informed, -exists within the
Polithuro—highest body of the Stal-
jnist Russian dictatorship — where
one group now dominates, and then
another group. This dispute is sup-
posedly the cause of the vacillations
and changes in Russian foreign pol-

iey.
; *
A KINDERGARTEN TALE

Molotov is stern, adamant and
pugnacious. Vyshinsky is sly, tricky
.and threatening. Manuilsky, the
Ukrainian representative, is posi-
tively rude, revolutionary and de-
nunciatory. He is the one who
mouths all <the pseudo-Marxist
phrases of caustic criticism of Ang-
lo-American imperialism. This group
of Molotov, Vyshinsky and Manuil-
sky are the “left-wingers” in Rus-
sia. So goes this fairy-tale for kin-
dergarten inmates—that is, Ameri-
¢an liberals.

But Stalin—there is a man of
peace, desiring only to live in har-
mony with the ‘external world. In his
interview with Hugh Baillie on Oc-
tober 28, Stalin even denied any in-
crease in tension between the United
States and Russia! This reasonable
man was “indifferent” toward the
presence of American warships,
“unconcerned” about the atomic
bomb, “hopeful” about concluding a
peace treaty with Germany; and, in
general, a paragon of calm objec-
tivity about every other ticklish is-
stie. The world had good cause, so
we are told, to sigh again with deep
relief. Stalin had spoken and given
" us the*'true” Russian-foreign policy.

But no sooner had everyone ex-
haled his sigh of relief than Molotov
—nasty old Molotov—spoke out
again! Unbending and stiff, Molotov
denounced American imperialism,
insisted upon retention of the veto
power, presented Russian demands
in unambiguous terms. At the cur-
rent meeting of the Big Four For-
eign Ministers, Molotov, “The Ham-
mer,” conducts himself with total
disregard for'recommendations made

at the Paris Peace Conference, and
refuses to budge an inch on Russian
demands. Trieste, treaties with the
Balkans, every other issue remains
unresolved. Oh, if we only had Stalin
here—then everything might be set-
tled amicably! And bristling Colonel
General Andrei A. Zhdanov had to
‘make an aggressive, threatening
speech at the Moscow celebration of
the 29th anniversary of the October
Revolution, while Stalin didn’t even
open his mouth! Surely something
is up.

DIVISION OF LABOR

Any belief that a serious split ex-
ists in Russian Zforeign policy is
.naive beyond reason. Certainly there
are differerices within the top leader-
ship as to how, by what means and
methods, certain goals are to be at-
tained—but nothing more than these
passing, tactical differences can ex-
ist. All these Russian expansionist
scoundrels — through Stalin — are
firmly united around one --another
when it comes to increasing their
territorial control, consolidating
what they have already plundered
and taken over, protecting their
holdings of today. |

Naturally, like any other imperi-
dalist power  concerned exclusively
with its Own_ expansion at the ex-
pense of other nations and rivals,

the foreign policy of Russia has its
ups and downs, its changes and re-
treats, its maneuvers and digres-
sions, Maneuvering about in the un-
settled, chaotic world of today is a
difficult, hazardous proposition.

All kinds of doors—for retreats,
advances, renewals of old align-
ments, creation of new ones, ete.—
must constantly be kept open, And
so, the Russian bureaucratic rulers
utilize different men for different
purposes. One speaks with stern,
thundering tones; another is a bar-
gainer, ready for a “reasonable” deal
at the expense of a third party. A
monstrous division of labor in the
field of foreign policy exists, and
some people fall for this myth of
“confliet” within the Russian ruling
class.

MOLOTOV-BYRNES

The story is a familiar one. With
certain differences, Hitler and his
fellow Nazis pulled the same stunts.
With other differences, Truman and
his fellow American imperialists at-
tempt the same sly game. Hitler was
the “hard” Nazi, aching for war and
expansion. Von Ribbentrop was his
mollifier, ready to cook up a peaceful
settlement over a bottle of cham-
pagne. One seconded’ and compli-
mented the dirty work of the other.
With Russian foreign policy, the
roles are slightly different, the char-
acters speak Russian and make their
deals over vodka bottles. But the
similarity in hypocritical, reaction-
ary ‘'methods and aims—for the ex-
pansion and consolidation of a so-
cially reactionary régime at the ex-
pense of other peoples—is all too
striking. Socialists reserve the same
contempt for one as for the other.

Thus, . Molotov the intransigent,
puts forward the full program of
Russian imperialism, in open con-
flict with Byrnes, the champion of
rival American imperialism. Full
mastery -over Eastern Europe;
plunder rights in Asia; control of
the Dardanelles; penetration into
the Mediterranean, ete. Stalin, mas-
ter hand in the play, remains in the
rear—cajoling, *willing to ‘“reason,”
ready to bargain, prepared to deal
with a spokesman of America. Each
supplements the other; -each aids the
political and propagandistic prepa-
ration for what may ultimately be
a war between American and ‘Rus-
sian imperialism, for world domina-
tion, .

Yzzt. in

it voted anti-labor. And the responsi-
bility rests squarely on the labor
leaders, just as they must bear the
responsibility for failing to give the
labor vote organized expression.

By and large, during the last few
years, considerable sections of the
‘middle class went along with labor,
sympathized with its wage demands
and approved its unionization. As re-
cently as last winter, important num-
bers of the middle class backed the
wage struggles of the working class,
especially in such instances as the
General Motors sirike, where labor
clearly appeared as the leader of the
PEOPLE! Since then, however, the
labor leaders, failing to appear as the
real leaders of the people, champion-
ing their interests as being best
served by labor, the middle class has
yielded - to the propaganda that
strikes, worker-agitation have put the
squeeze on them through shortages
and inflated prices.

There is nothing static or perma-
nent about class relations. In succeed-
ing in shifting the weight of lower
middle class support to themselves,
the monopolists, the big business in-

- pendent class political, as well as eco-

eaning of the Elections

terests, have won a major wvictory.
That disillusionment will come is be-
side the point. The squeeze of monop-
olist enterprise, the inability of the
Republican majority to solve any
problem, any problem at all, better
than the Democratic administration,
will provoke shifts of opinion that
can be capitalized on by an intelli-
gent approach. But that” approach, if
it is to correspond with labor's ad-
vantage, has to be a vigorously inde-

nomie, offensive that will entitle la-
bor to appear as spokesman for the
farmer, for the professional and other
segments of the population, The con-
tradiction in that sentence is more
apparent than real. An unambiguous
CLASS policy is’THE avenue toward
uniting behind labor the support of
the majority of the people. : §
What will the Republicans do with
their majority? What will be the na-
ture of relations between the Con-
gress and the Administration? With
respect to the latter, tons of ink have
been consumed in predicting stale-
mate.. The assumption is that there

(Continued on page 5)
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LABOR HAS AN ANSWER! :
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By DAVID COOLIDGE

The capitalist and also the labor press aré say-
ing that the Democratic Party suffered a defeat
on November 5. It was 2 ‘landslide,” it is said,
for the Republican 'Party. “The New Deal is
dead.” “Free enterprise may now really be free.”
“No more ‘regimentation.’”

“Had Enough?” asked the New York Daily
News the day before the election. “Don’t lay that
pistol down” the same paper continued. Hearst’s
Mirror said that the vietory of the Republicans is
“like feeling clean again after a long time in the
muck.”

What did the labor leadership have to say?
Jack Kroll, head of the CIO-PAC, stormed through
the capitalist press the morning: after with the
earth-shaking battle cry: "We have only begun to
fight.” The "Continuations Committee of the Con-
ference of Progressives,” announced that "the pro-
gressive forces of America remain strong. We have
our great and growing trade union and farmer or-
gonizations ... the fight will go on."

This conference was presided over by Henry
Morgenthau, Jr., former Secretary of the Treas-
ury, the man who made the proposal that Ger-
many be stripped of all her industrial equipment
and be turned into an agricultural nation con-
trolled by the United Nations. And how will the
fight go on, according to Mongenthau? Through
an independent political party of “our great and
growing trade union and farmer organizations?”
Perish the thought. Mr. Morgenthau was clear
about this. He emphasized that this group would
stay inside,the existing parties and that a third
party was not even discussed. Present and help-
ing Morgenthau make this fighting decision were
Addes of the UAW, Emspak of the UERMWA,
Pollack” of the TWU, and Kroll, fresh from his
“we have just begun to fight” interview with the
capitalist press. Aside from Morgenthau, other
outstanding trade unionists and farmers present
and taking a leading part, were Senator Pepper,
Chester Bowles and Harold Ickes. '

IT IS REASSURING...

The Republican Herald Tribune welcomed the
festive and militant spirit in the ranks of the
“progressives.” This soundly Republican organ is
run by men of “good will,” who know the value of
a “loyal opposition.” In an editorial it said:

"It is reassuring that the Conference of Pro-
gressives has decided to continue its political ac-
tivity despite the discouraging response to its ef-
forts in the recent campaign. ... Serving as watch-
dog, critic and vehicle of protest, the orﬁfmlzed
progressives can exert a salutary influence on the
two major parties.... Without putting forward

-~ candidates of their own, they can nevertheless in-

THE WAY IT SHOULD BE!

cnpusuica pemocmamie LABOR
PARTY"

PARTY  PARTY

Why the PAC Policy Led to Defeat:

Labor Has No Party of Its Own!

fluence the selection of candidates and the modifi-
cation of policies to an extent...."

If Murray, Kroll, Addes and Reuther, for ex-
ample, had blood in their veins and not water, this
Herald Tribune piece would be to them like salt
rubbed into an open wound. For what is this cap-
italist Republican paper saying? It is saying that
the only role which labor can or should play in
politics is to push the two capitalist parties around
a little; influence them and insist on a modifica-
tion of their policies.

The Herald Tribune is pleased that Morgen-
thau, Ickes and Wallace are in this “progressive”
movement. The owners of this capitalist paper
know what these men are. It is only the labor
leaders who don’t know. The owners of the Herald
Tribune know that Wallace, Ickes, Pepper, Bowles
and Morgenthau are supporters of capitalism.
They are all Republicans and Democrats. It
knows that nothing untoward kan possibly hap-
pen to capitalism so long as this group is giving
political leadership to “our great and growing
trade union and farmer organizations.” These
men are all Republicans and Democrats but they
are also has-beens. Today they are discarded and
are a bunch of professional politicians in search
of a party. They seek a come-back in the manner
of demagogues who have been rejected: they go
to the “people.” And when the masses rally
around the cymbals and big bass drums of the
“progressives,” these gentlemen are then in posi-
tion for the ever recurring betrayal. The masses
are corralléd bag and baggage for the Republican
and Democratic parties.

WAS LABOR DEFEATED?

What is labor thinking today of all this? What
do the workers feel about the recent elections?
What is in their minds as they think over Kroll’s
bombastic prediction: “we progressives are going
to win on November 5. The philosophy Franklin
D. Roosevelt gave us is a living philosophy today.
There are millions of people ready to take up his
challenge.”

The fact is that labor suffered a defeat on No-
vember 5. Was it a defeat merely because the
capitalist Republican Party won and the capital-
ist Democratic Party was defeated? Not at all.
It was a defeat because labor had no political in-
strument at its dispgsal to take care of its inter-
ests. There was no independent working class
party. Labor was left to choose between the Re-
publican and the Demoecratic parties. It was left
stranded with the\choice we have had for 86 years.

While all of them had felt “the hurt on their
ewn bodies” they had no place to go save to. Dewey
or Truman. Stupid labor leaders and dried out
liberals attempted to make it appear that this
was a contest between Hoover and Roosevelt. But
everybody knows at least that Roosevelt is dead
and that Hoover is doddering along after him.
And even if Roosevelt had been alive, what differ-
ence would that’have made? Who killed the “New
Deal” which Murray, Wallace and Kroll yearn for
so plaintively and fatuously?

November 5 was a defeat for labor and the
little people because the working class had no pro-
gram of its own for the elections and no program
for the masses of the people. Millions of workers
and others could see no reason to vote for a dead
Roosevelt and forget the living Truman sitting in

- the White House. These workers were not im-

pressed by the pro-Democratic Party propaganda
of the ClO and its PAC. They had been through
four years of war under the Democratic Party and
hundreds of meatless days affer the war under a
government headed by this same.party. They had
seen this same party's Congress pass anti-labor
legislation and yield to the pressure not of the little
people but of the monopoly capitalists.

The workers and the common people certainly
were not impressed by the propaganda of the
Stalinists that the Republicans were the fascist or

ot

near fascist forces in the country. It was just too
much to expeet the masses of the people to accept
the charge of the Stalinists that Lehman, Guffey,
Mead, Kelly, Hague and other Democrats were
progressive Americans, while Dewey, Vanden-
berg:, Lodge and other Republicans were incipient
fascists. It would of course be foolish to believe
that__the‘ workers who voteds Republican did so pri-
marily in response to the charge of the Republi-
can demagogues, that the Democratic Parfy was
“communist.”

Wllthopt any program of its own, without any
01'ganlzgtwn of its own, without a goal of its own,
labor did precisely what it has beerr ddinq for
dec.ades_: a large section of it voted for the }party
which had not been in office for 14 years.

Th'is has happened again and again, particu-
larly in connection with ‘control of the House of
Represgntatives. The pendulum has swung from
Requhcans to Democrats and back again. In this
election just passed. the decision of workers and
oth'er toilers to vote Republican i not a conscious
swing to the right. It was a swing from the Demo-
crats to the Republicans; from one of the two
c:'apltalist parties to the other. Since they were
dissatisfied with the Democrats, what would they
be expected to do? '

With the middle class things were different.
They did swing to the right, and consciously.
These groups had been harangued about strikes,
“communists” and low farm prices and the li'i'g"h
cost of or the absence of farm equipment because
of the slow-down of labor and the high wages
paid to labor. But here too it would be wise for
the labor bureaucracy to stop and think a little.
The middle class was and is embattled. It too has
been hit by high prices and low income. This
group also had no place to go except to the Re- :
publicans or Democrats. It chose the Republi-
cans. Had labor taken the lead with a party and a
program fit for the times and for the little people,
millions of the middle elass would have supported
that program and that party.

The trade union leadership, it appears, cannot
grasp these simple and elementary facts. Here is
the CIO with its PAC. Two years ago the PAC
demonstrated what labor can do when it is ergan-
ized. Lobor has power and strength. In 1944 #his
power and strength were used fo elect the Demo-
cratic Party. Labor had no program. Labor's
money, time and energy were consumed in supporf
of the Democrats. This year the PAC sought o re-
peat or better its 1944 performance. I1¥ went down ~
to miserable defeat and now the PAC is severely
battered. Murray is playing with a new political
bauble: “The Conference of Progressives.”” No labor
partyl No independent working class politics! Stick
to Roosevelt! Deliver up labor %o Wallace, Ickes
and Morgenthau; to the Democratic and Republican
Party candidate, to the capitalist employers and
their government.

Labor suffered a defeat in the récent national
elections. We must not keep on in this way. We
must banish the Morgenthaus, Ickeses and Wal-
laces to the scrap heap where they belong. If the
trade union bureaucrats desire to follow them,
that is their business. Labor must have a political
party, a working class political program and the
determination to make that party and that pro-
gram dominant. And all of this before the 1948
elections come.

Ve
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A GERMAN TOWN UNDER
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Editonicls .
Our Program for Higher Wages

Now that all pretense at price control we believe, are conclusive proof of the
has been dropped by President Truman need for a new wage increase.
and the possibility hinted at in his recent . But the workers in this country have
statement that rent levels would be “ad- Jearned that mere wage increases by them-
justed” (in English that means increased) gelyes have a tendency to be eaten up in
—the labor movement -of this wcountry g5 few months by rising price spirals. It
faces as an imperative need the struggle seems almost like a vicious and unbeat-
for wage increases all along the line. The able circle. Bitter strikes for wage in-
wage gains made during the strike wave creases; then price jumps tolerated by the
in early 1946 have largely been wiped out' capitalist government in Washington ; and
by run-away prices and we need a new set you're back just where you started.
of wage gains if we are to avoid falling We think, however, that there is an-an-

behind the :economm e_lght ball. swer to this problem. It is in what this pa-
. Many unions have already started nego- o).}, heen calling the GM Strike Pro-
tiations. The miners _are asking for a gram—the idea put forward by the UAW
shorter work we:ek with 'the SAME Wage  qyuring its strike at GM at the beginning
scale, that is, an increase in hourly wages. of the year. The UAW said: Wage In-
The CIO auto workers are demanding creases Without Increases in the Price of

from Chrysler a,wage increase of $2 & Augonohiles! This proposal, if extended
day as a preliminary step to hiking wages ¢, tpo. industries, would mean that in

in the entire industry. The CIO oil work- ..y industry the workers and their unions

ers say “it’s two bits”—that is, a 25 cent ;014 police the price level of the goods
an hour raise. Behind these increased de- ov manufactured in the interests of the
- mands there is not only the bitter realiza- people as a whole. It would be a way of
tion in the mind of each American worker getting the war-enriched capitalists to
that his dollar isn’t stretch{ng as far as 1t toke the burden of new wage incresses—
':ilged bo,. but also the following sul.)stantlal of getting these wage increases from their
aconomic facts as reported _by Lo!us.Si_:ark, profits—rather than having the wage in-
Jabor edltOI: of the N. Y. Times, in its No- ;..-q0c boomerang against the workers in
vember 10 issue: the form of higher prices.
‘. (1) According to the Bureaw of Labor Another proposal, somewhat similar in
Statistics, the 100-cent dollar declined to pgtyre though not as basic, since it does
69 cents between January, 1941, and Sep- not involve as mich working class con-
trol, is the slogan put forward by many
_ : fighting trade ‘unionists: For a Sliding
(controls,. . _ . Scale of Wages! (Escalator Clause): This
~(2) Consumer prices rose 50 per cent means. that in all contracts there is 'a
‘between January, 194 1, and September, clause which grants the workers periodic
11946. Labor estimates that living .costs and automatic increases in their wage
(will be up‘between 20 and 25 per cent this Yates in accordance with the rising cost of
‘year. living. e
' (3) Wage increases granted earlier in Such proposals as outlined in the above
the year have been wiped out by rising p?,x:agrap}_ls represent a way _to break the
living costs. Less employment has meant Vicious circle of wage-price increases
decreased take-home pay. which have beset the U. S. working class.
' The most advanced, militant and devoted
trade unionists should take upon them-
selves the task of urging the adoption of
these proposals as a means of winning the
Stark has summarized the situation coming wage struggles in American in-
about as well as can be done. These facts, dustry.

Subscription

.18 expected because of the lifting of price r

(4) Industrial profit margins allow
wage increases without accompanying
price increases.

The SWP in the Elections

Those of our readers who have followed statement issued by the bekers Party

and printed in several issues of LABOR
ACTION with regard to the candidates of
the Socialist Workers Party, the other
Trotskyist group in this country. We sup-
ported the SWP candidates in the several
states where they ran and where, for one
reason or another, we did not have candi-
dates of our own. Under such circum-
stances, without in any way withdrawing
our disagreements with the SWP on cer-
tain questions, we urged our members and
friends to vote for the SWP candidates.
Our actions were merely ordinary and to-
be-expected revolutionary solidarity.

of the disgraceful situation in New York
State, where the maneuvers of the capital-

courts, resulted in the removal of several
working class parties from the ballot.
Those removed were the Socialist, Indus-
trial Government and Socialist Workers
Parties. In the 22nd Harlem District, the
candidate of the Workers Party, Ernest
Rice McKinney, was also undemocratically
deprived of his right to run for office on
the ground of some musty technicality
which didn’t even have legal plausibility.
As a result the only candidate on the

; No such declaration or Statement came
bgllot in New York State who stood upon :

~ from the SWP, however. Neither it nor its
supporting paper, The Militant, had a
word to say about the WP candidate. The
‘reader of The Militant would never even
know that Shachtman was running for
Congress, if he read only that paper.

Max Shachtman, national chairman of the
Workers Party, who ran in Brooklyn’s

not driven off the ballot by the reaction-
#198" bricks, Now this is not a question of you scratch
my back and I'll scratch yours—and then
find that the scratching is one-sided. We
don’t view the matter as back-scratching
at all and our objection to the SWP is not
that “it didn’t do as much for us as we
for them.” What is involved is a matter
of general revolutionary political ethics.
For we believe it incumbent upon a revolu-
tionary group to support the candidates
of another revolutionary group, when it
has none of its own running for the same
office. The conception of revolutionary so--
~cialist solidarity on which this belief is
based, we consider more important than
 (Continued in last column of this page)

readily have expected that other revolu-

toral support to Shachtman. Such support
in no way need mean complete agreement
‘with the program of Shachtman or the.
Workers Party. On the contrary, it could
be given with an open and frank declara-
tion of disagreement with parts of our
program or opinions, but with the state-

man is a revolutionary socialist.candidate
that no other revolutionary socialist is

‘running in that district. ool
“-Such, in fact, was precisely the kind of

The National Question in Austria

One of the most significant, though little noticed,
developments in Europe was the announcement a fort-
night ago that the Austrian Parliament had adopted a
resolution requesting the occupation authorities of the
Big Three—Russia, the U. S. and Britain—to withdraw
their troops from Austria and leave that country to its

own fate. The resolution was adopted with the support -

of all parties, even the small Stalinist deputation being
forced to go along with the motion though it was obvi-
ously directed in part against Russia.

What is significant here is not primarily the action
of the Austrian parliament; that, after all, is largely
a diplomatic gesture to be filed and forgotten. That
neither Russia nor the Anglo-American bloe will now
simply get up and leave may be taken for granted. But
what is significant is that this parliament composed
largely of the timid Social Democracy, its tongue well
worn frem licking the Anglo-American boot, and the
reactionary Catholic party, should even have considered
—Ilet alone passed—such a motion. There must have
been tremendous pressure from the Austrian masses
below—revealed not in such dramatic gestures as dem-
onstrations, but rather through the subterranean and
atomic processes of mass expression which sooner or
later reach the top politicians—to drive the Austrian
political leaders openly to request the occupying “liber-
ators” to get out. The masses of Austria must be thor-
ougly fed up with the ocecupation by now.

And not without reason! There is no country in
Europe which has been so mutilated, its economy and
national independence so violated, as has Austria. The
Russians grabbed everything they could lay their hands
on. At the beginning of the occupation, they looted di-
rectly from the people of Vienna. Later they organized
their' looting into a political-economic method, paying:
special attentjon to the crucial oil fields of Zisterdorff.
They abducted, without even any ‘attempt at secrecy,
the few individuals who had enough courage to speak
against their tactics. In previous columns, we have re-
ported the arrest and sentence to Siberian prison camps
of Social Democratic editors who protested, ever so

sunk to a food standard as low as 800 calories a day,
a level jnsufficient to sustain a normal human being.

RUSSIA:

29th ANNIVERSARY OF
ITS GREAT REVOLUTION

Is it any wonder then that the people of Austria
must be so completely disgusted with the oecupation of
their “liberators”? The motion adopted by the A_ustria_n
parliament is conclusive testimony of the degree of this
disgust. X

In this situation, we believe that the revolutionary

gain a foothold of support among the Austrian masses.
Their aspirations toward national independence, which
concretely means driving out the occupation, are ex-
tremely healthy symptoms. A revolutionary socialist
party alert to.the situation could appeal to the masses
by saying along the li‘%es of the position on the national
question held by the Workers Party, something like the
following: =

You, the people of Austria are disgusted with the
occupation of the Big Three. You wish to rid yourselves
of this.iniguitous burden. And we agree: you have every
right to feel that way about it, every right to wish to
drive these leech-like armies out of the land. So power-
ful are your sentiments that even parliament has heed-
ed them by passing a resolution.

ment, no polite gestyure can drive the occupation troops
out of Austria. Only struggle can achieve that .qim.

Only the struggle of the Austrian masses themselves, .
through your wmass organizations which meéans pre-
dominantly the trade umions, can reconquer :the inde-.
vendence of the country. You'cannot depend for leader—

ship in this struggle on the Stalinists who are. the:

agents of one of the occupying powers; the Stalinists,

regardless of what they may occasionally say, are actu-

ally the cronies of our oppressors. You cannot depend..
on the Austrian capitalist class, or their subsérvient

agents, the Social-Democracy, to lead in this struggle;

for they are tied to Anglo-American imperialist oppres-

8078, : : —

Only the masses themselves, through their own or- -
ganizations and their mass militant activity, can drive
these leeches out. We revolutionary socialists, whatever:
our present differences of political opinion with you,
will fight side by side with you in this struggle.

emy, it is not because
October 1917 is no longer the world-shaki
we once hailed it to be. Nothing-of thé kind. . -

‘were' the ac
olutiofi, ..

By J. R. JOHNSON |

The anniversary bf the Russian Revolution

State in history. If today the

For us the Russian Revolution is

. Deterniination to mobilize all forces £
ance to it, 'and "to overthrow it, can
Strengthened by always bearing in mind what
tual achievements of the Russian Rev-

as ewists a _

© can never: pass unnoticed or uncelebrated by the
revolutionary movement. On that day the Russian.
working elass: overthrew not only the Russian

! . landlords and bo isi i
socialists of Austria have a splendid opportunity to Workais’ 4 urgeoisie but established

the first
Workers

. Party calls upon the Russian workers and peas-

ants to look upon Stalin’s government as its en-
the great Revolution of «
ng event '

still the.
greatest and most significant event in human higs
tory. But it is precisély for that reason that we
are the mortal enemies of those who have be.
trayed. and degraded the firs ]

t great example of
the proletariat emancipated, 10

]

“In'the disgusting spectacle of totalifarian.
tyéfannij, greed, barbarous looting of subje
But—and this is essential—no resolution of parlia- PeoDles, social and political corruption sewn eif
directly. or through its agents, the Stalinist P
ties, Stalinist' Russia is tociqy as deadly an enen
to civilization and human progress
where on the face of the globe, =

L

or re s:s% :
only he

JTS GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS IN HISTORY

“ ‘The workers and peasants of Russia in 1917,
beginfiing with. a country backward and ruined,
created ‘a new type of state. They toré down the
old Czarist' ruins and built a wo

C rkers’ state from
the fouhdations up. : e

Using the workers’ councils as a basis they or-

mildly, against the Russian occupation tactics,

Nor has the Anglo-American occupation been essen-
tially better. It has been so inept, so full of bungling
maladroits—the outstanding one being the butcher of
Anzio and Cassino, General Mark Clark—that the econ:
omy of Austria has completely fallen apart. During
the past year there have been times when the people of
Vienna, while always on the brink of starvation, have

weapon—I. H.,

SECOND INTERNATIONAL
IS STIRRING AGAIN

A conference was completed last
week in Bournemouth, England, of

various European Social Demoderatic

Parties which tentatively and hesi-
tantly layed the groundwork for re-
forming the moribund Second (So-
cial ~ Democratic)  International.
Little is known "about this confer-
ence, for it was held in secret, but a
few facts have seeped out. =
No formal international organiza-
tion is to be set up—~for fear of of-
fending the Stalinist Kremlin. In-
stead exploratory talks and discus-
sions are to be continued with a view
possibly to setting up some nebulous
and powerless center, all the while
making certain not to antagonize the
Stalinists. You can readily imagine
how effective and significant a so-

L 4
PYGMALION, by George Bernard

cialist movement can be today which
cowers in fear at the thought of of-
fending ... Stalinist totalitarianism.

. The ‘conferénce approached an-

other of jits main problems in an,
equally ‘cowardly way.” Some time.

back, at ‘a similar international con-

ference of Social Democrats, the

German Social Democrats were re-
fused admission. So scandalous was
this breach of elementary working
class ethics—so obvious this aping
“of the hatred of “their” imperialist
countries—that at this conference a
more subtle approach was formu-
lated. The German Social Demoerats
were not present at. 'this conference,
nor will they be invited to the next
one as delegates; but they will be
invited to speak and answer ques-
tions. And so the Social Demoerats
of the victorious imperialist powers
will 'sit in judgment on the Social

»not good for artists and Shaw was

Shaw. Penguin Books, 25 Cents. ignoi able to escape the general effect

Reviewed by ABE VICTOR

In these sad days of the American
stage, when directors and actors seem
to.let slip the lively essence of every
good play upon which they place
their hands, it is probably better to’
read plays than fo see them. And the
most ' recently published of the re
printed plays is Bernard Shaw's Pyg-.
malion.

Pygmalion is a good' play. It is{h
based upon a clever idea; the struggle 3

between the Professor and his crea-'
tion is exciting; the lines are witty;
and the characters are carefully and
subtly drawn. As many people know

by this time, the play has to do with ¥

that he can transform a street-vendor,
of flowers into a queenly woman and
pass her off as a duchess within a
given time. Hi$ wager taken, he pro-
ceeds to accomplish his purpose, only
to discover that it is impossible for
his duchess to go back to being a
flower-girl and that it is equally im-
possible for her to live as a'duchess.
The ironic fouch is created by the
fact that Professor Higgins does not
fall in love with this enchanting
creation. He is obviously the victim
of a mother-complex. He can think
of Eliza Doolittle only as a lowly
creature whom HE made into a mag-
nificent woman. And he no more re-
spects her than he loves her.
Bernard Shaw wrote this play in
1912, when the threat of a world war -

already ' hung like a low thunder
- . cloud over all: Europe. Such times are

{ the times. Pygmalion became a
widely known. play because it has
ood stage qualities. But it is by no
eans as profound in its implications
s MajorBarbara and Saint Joan. The
truggle between the “saint” and the
ocial forces of class society is more
gimportant than the conflict between
professor- possessed of a mother
omplex and the flower-girl whom he
qputs to his own purpose.

Pygmalion, nevertheless, is not
Hmerely a play about phonetics. The

gcharacter of Mr. Doolittle, Eliza’s fa-
dther, is not primarily a focal point for
{comic relief, although it undoubtedly

¥t fulfills also that function. The crisis

Fof Mr. Doolittle’s position is a gen-

a professor of phonetics who wagers it uine problem of morality. As long as

i he was a workingman, Mr. Doolittle

f felt himself to be free from the hyp-

3 ocrisy of bourgeois standards. He re-

fused to be legally married in order
to avoid anyone getting a hold on
him. He blackmailed Professor Hig-
gins without a qualm of conscience
because he felt himself to be one of
the exploited poor getting the essence
of his labor back from the, rich. He
was comfortable in his habits and
never felt himself confined within

. the limits' of respectability.

No sooner, however, did he acquijre

tﬁe money and the obligations of a-.

legacy than he felt all of the restric-
tions of‘bourgeois morality tightening
about him. His gifts to a pleasant
' feminine companion became neces-
sary expenditures for a demanding
- wife! ‘His dress was dictated by his’
position in life. His habits were no

In the present situation, to drive out the occupation &2nized production.in a new way and constructed
oppressorspis to conduct the class struggle in its most ' °F&ans.of ‘government, law, justice, administra-
important arena, to find a means of establishing con-
tact between the national-democratic aspirations of the
masses and the as-yet isvlated revolutionary vanguard.
For that purpose,” we believe the point of view of the
Workers Party on the national question a powerful

tion, on a pattern never be_fgre seen.’ it

Workers control of production; an end to all
types of diserimination: against women; destruc-

tion of national privileges; respect for all types

“of labor; liberty, equality, and fraternity such as
the French Revolution had dreamed of but never
knqwn;:c‘ourag-eous liberation in questions of edu-
cation, sexual relations, réligion and artistic life,
—thes¢ things the Workers’ State proclaimed in

. theory and deeree and strove with all its might to
carry out. If it failed it was because backwaird:
-ness. and ‘isolation: dragged down these splendid

“'beginnings. But they are a landmark in’ human
history and an imperishable monument to the as-

Democrats of the defeated imperial- Pirations and possibilities of the socialist society,

ist power!—an ‘inspiring ‘instance, f: ¢

international solidarity, is.it.not?. ..

S

The delegates from the Polish So- In every field the October Revolution demon-

cial -Democrats, whose ranks have
:b‘éen infiltrated by the Stalinists-ani

over ‘whose head thére hangs thé ..millions of men

threatening sword of Stalinist pow-
er, did not even wish to go along this

far, for they said that'an invitation -

"

strated:-the possibilities of workers’ liberation.
i -A;tackeﬂ on -all sides it created an army” :;;;f
which' fought “on’ thousands of
miles of front and astonished friends and foes
alike by the splendor of its achievements in com-

to the German Social Democrats Parison with the limitations of its means.,

would be an insult' to the- phony
“Socialist Unity Party” which the
German Stalinists have cooked up.
When their point of view was de-
feated, the Poles walked out of the
conference. |

As soon as more information on
this matter is available, we will

print it here. But we think that even .
these few tidbits are sufficient evi= -

dence of the depths to which Euro-
pean Social Democracy has sunk,

longer of his own choosing. Every-
where he was surrounded by .de-
mands for conformity. And he chafed
under the stuffiness of his new life.

The tragedy of Mr. Doolittle’s posi-
tion is a very real one. The comedy
of it is the more profound because
of its tragic implications. And the
subtlety of these implications is great
indeed. One can conclude from Doo-
little’s predicament that the-morality
of a class society not only affects
those who are propertyless, but'also
those who own property. The exploit-
er is a vietim of bourgeois morality
to a different degree and in another
manner; but he is a vietim neverthe-
less. Or to use the age-old metaphor
of the Marxists, the jailer is in pri-
son with the jailed.

And the cultural productions of the
restrictive  society ' indicate . quite
clearly that they are products of im-
prisonment, \

Shaw’s preface is not'so much con-
cerned with this meaning to his play.
And it is quite possible that he did
not have this consciously in mind
when he wrote the play, or that he
had part of it in mind and not the
rest. But such are the effects of it
that they stir the imagination of the

Audience to transfer conclusions from

-one sphere to another, to create with
the creative artist, although the read-
er, or the observer does so on a lower
plane. ; .

And for this reason,.Pygmalion re-
mains an effective play even today.
It was produced ‘last year in New

for a motion .pictun; in 1938,

The Workers’ State established the Communist
International, in those days a fraternal organizd-
tion embiacing millions of workers, the greatest
international . organization Europe and the mod-
ern world had seen for five hundred years. These
were some of the achievements of the Russian

Revoiu_tion.

‘Today the great achievements have been de-
stroyed, ' betrayed, corrupted. Such strength as
Russia gained by the dleanging of feudalism
from all- aspects of Russian life, this strength hag
. been -ugurped by.a gang of bureaticrats who mis-
‘ use the new power for tllieii‘.own profit and ad-
“vancement. The Fourth Internationalists, the
Trotskyists, are as they have always been, in the
vanguard of the struggle for thé great aims of
~the Qotober Revolution. And for this very reason
we are-lirrei_;_o_nciliable in our énmity to théae
usurpers of its traditions, the Kremlin bureau-

cracy in Russia and its Stalinist satellites and

agonts abroad.

- With  this celebration, our revolutionary cele-
bration of the October Revolution, we link the
hame of Leon Trotsky, collaborator of Lenin in
‘all the great achievements of October. November

+ 7 was his birthgay._ To' the day of his murder by

-~

Stalin he fought for the principles of October. It
is to those principles that the Workers’ Party is
‘dedicated and which it renews on every anniver-
sary of October. ¥

SWP in Elections - -

. (Coniinued from editorial t;.;lumn)

petty factional malice and spite. For how
else explain the SWP’s stand except on
theg‘basis of malice and spite? e

Such a narrow attitude can result, how-
ever, only in the miseducation of the SWP
ranks, the further breakdown of the al-
ready none too solid sense of comradesl‘ll'i_p
within the revolutionary socialist arena
and ultimately the detriment of the SWP
itself. For our part, solidarity toward
other revolutionary groups, such as the
SWP, is not reserved for holiday speeches.
We believe in carrying it out in actual
practice, as we tried to do in the last elec-
tion. We hope, further, that the ranks of
the SWP will take this matter to heart

roduced ‘last year in New - anii,'_ptij;_an end to the’ absurdly sectarian
or t proveé_, a remarkable sc‘_qpt‘_ attithde Of_ u by ] "ieI‘S}'li?
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Oak DeB-jq[fe:

A Report on the Shachtman -

The Relationship of Bolshevism

By IRVING:HOWE : .

Before an audience of over 700 people, who packed New York’s
Hotel Diplomat, Max Shachtman, national chairman of the Work-
ers: Party, debated Liston Oak, mansaging editor of the New
Leader, on the subject: “Does Stalinism Flow from Bolshevism?”
last Friday night, November 8. Oak took the affirmative and
Shachtman the negative. )

- This debate took place on the 29th anniversary of the Russian
' ; Revolution—the first in his-
tory in which the workers es-
tablished”their own. govern-
ment—and it was entirely fit-
ting that Shachtman, as a
spokesman for the American
revolutionary’ socialists in
and around the Workers Par-
ty, should make an eloquent
and effective defense of this
revolution in this debate. For
the principles of - the great
Qctober Revolution remain
l the principles on which the
. Workers' Party stands.
Liston Oak, who spoke as
a Social Democrat, began his
speech - ‘with an ' admission
t that there were great differ-
" ‘ences between Leninism and
o . Stalinism, but asserted that
e Al S8 Lenin and Trotsky had used
d X similar, “dictatorial” methods
MAX SHACHTMAN ‘as h%s “Stalinism, and that
' © ' Tthe Stalinist régime:was the
“logical outgrowth” of the “one-party dictatorship established by

the Bolsheviks.” '

', Oak saw Bolshevism as a kind of terroristic conspiracy on the
part of a tiny, disciplined minority group, ruthless in its fanati-

. ¢ism and readiness to resort to violence, and ‘unscrupulous in the

-

means it-used to reach its ends. Though Stalin is “cruder” than
Lenin, he said, they are both in the Bolshevik tradition, Stalin
continuing the amoral methods of Lenin. Stalinism is the result,

* _ in Oak’s view, of" the unwillingness of the Bolshevik leaders to
work with or unite with any-of ‘the other socialist groups in’'

Russia. Having established a minority dictatorship, Oak con-
tinued, the Bolsheviks could only resort to terror and thereby
pave the way for Stalin. : .

“ To buttress his case, Oak quoted from, Social-Democratics like
Kautsky and Plekanov, who weéré opposed to the Bolshevik revolu-
tion; from Marxists like Luxemburg who supported the Bolshevik
revolution even though disagreeing with certain of Lenin’s tae-
tics; and from Trotsky’s early writings at the turn of the century
in.which he polemized against Lenin. Oak attacked Lenin’s concep-
tion of the party as leading to a conspiratorial.clique of “profes-
sional revolutionists” who seek to manipulate ‘the: masses: as if
generals of an army. The Social-Demoeratic or Menshevik concep-
tion of a party, on the other hand, is, he said, a loosely-knit. demo-
cratie organization. - : "R gty

- Oak supported the pre-Lenin policy of:the Bolshe\.t,'i-k's? which -
called for a coalition government with the.bourgeois parties. '

(What was amusing about thi;é_‘:, though Oa}( didn’t seem to notice

it, was that it was Stalin—whom Oak now professes to hate so
heartily—who favored this policy' which Lenin denounced upon
arriving in Russia.) !

Oak then denounced the Bolsheviks for illegalizing the Men-
sheviks and Social Revolutionaries, though he did not mention
why this was done. He denounced, further, the dissolution by the
Bolsheviks of the Constitutent Assembly which had been elected
several months before the Bolshevik Revolution and represented
the pre-revolutionary sentiments of the masses when they were
still hesitant about supporting the Bolsheviks.

Turning to our day, Oak rejected the coneception of revolution,
which he believed would inevitably fall under Stalinist control,
and came out in favor of gradual reforms since he considers that
capitalism still has certain progressive functions to fulfill.

SHACHTMAN ANALYZES BOLSHEVISM HISTORICALLY

Max Shachtman opened his presentation by emphasizing the
historical background against which the debate was being held:

' “Capitalism is bankrupt. To support it is equivalent to the suicide

of society....What is Bolshevism? Bolshevism is the planned and
organized attempt to mobilize the working class to take over state
power in its own interests in order to use its political supremacy
for the purpose of establishing a classless society.”

“If,” continued Shachtman, “it can be proved that Stalinism
is the natural and inevitable product of Bolshevism, then you will
have proved that the working class cannot teke and hold socialist
power and that any attempt to do so can ledd only to its degrada-
tion under totalitarian dictatorship. I say this because Bolshevism
is the only road to working class power and socialism.”

Shachtman then proceeded to an historical examination of
Bolshevism. The truth about it has been obscured first by the
propaganda barrage by the bourgeoisie which would identify it
with dictatorship, he pointed out, and secondly by the Stalinists...
who would also identify it with dictatorship. He traced the origin
of the Bolshevik movement in Russia, its struggle to overthrow
the Czarist autocracy, its demand for democratic rights for the
Russian masses. He differentiated Bolshevism, which placed its
faith in the working class and peasantry, from the Mensheviks,
who wanted a coalition with the liberal capitalists. And he further
pointed out that the actual experiences of the Russian revolution
confirmed the Bolshevik point of view, and showed it to be in har-
mony with the most profoundly democratic aspirations of the
masses—for that was why the masses turned to Lenin.

The Bolshevik Party, attacked by its enemies as dictatorial,
was in reality a highly disciplined organization for it was serious
in its objective to destroy Czarism and capitalism; but at the same
time it was the most democratic organization in history, for in no
other party was there such freedom and fullness of discussion,
such intellectual loyalty toward scrupulous regard for the rights
of minorities. Only the Stalinist debasement has misled people to
identify Bolshevism with internal party dictatorship.

“You will not find one party in modern times,” stressed Shacht-
man, “in which there was such free discussion, such rich and

- fruitful interchange of ideas....The whole internal history of
Bolshevism is a history of free discussion and debate, not con-

ducted in_a darvk corner, but openly, in the press of the party
itself.” Shachtman laid particular stress on this last phrase.

“You need only read the works of Lenin,” continued Shacht-
man, “to see reflected there the vigorous, rich and fertile intel-"
lectual life, the favorable atmosphere for the development of revo- '

lutionary dhought, that always prevailed in the Bolshevik party.

Read these works and see if so much as a seed of Stalinism can be
found in them!”

Shachtman then pointed out that on three essential touch-
stones of democratic and socialist standards the Bolshevik party
was unsurpassed: its attitude toward national minorities; its atti-
tude toward imperialist wars; and its attitude toward revolutions.

. He noted how the Bolsheviks granted freedom to Finland as soon

as they acquired power and then made a devastating contrast
with the behavior of the English Social-Democrat, Arthur Hen-

“derson ““who sat in the British Cabinet as Privy Councillor when

the British bombed and shelled Dublin in the Easter uprising of
1916 and murdered the Irish socialist martyr James Connolly!”

Shachtman, by this time going full guns, launched into a. con-
trast between the war records of the Bolsheviks—who denounced
World War I as imperialist and spread mo illusions ‘about it
among the masses—and the war record of the Social-Democrats,
each section of which supported its own imperialist rulers. “There
18 your road to socialism,” he turned to Oak, “Ad astra per
Hohenzollern and Churchill! To the stars through Hohenzollern
and Churchilll”

Shachtman contrasted the attitudes of the Mensheviks and
Bolsheviks toward the Russian Revolution itself: how the former
wanted to limit it to a demoecratic capitalist state unable to solve
any basic problems, while the latter pushed through to state
power. He challenged Oak to tell the audience what the Menshe-
viks and SRs did during the civil war, how they worked with
international capitalism against the young workers state.

2 Shachtman proceeded to
* show how Bolshevism and
Stalinism were mortal ene-
mies and complete opposites;
how Stalin had launched a
campaign of extermination
against the old Bolsheviks;
how, in fact, many of Oak’s
Menshevik heroes had become
belated supporters of Stalin;
and how Oak himself had
during the war supported an
alliance with Stalinist totali-
tarianism.

“We say,” concluded
Shachtman, “Stalinism grew
out of Bolshevism only be-
cause the social democracy
§  destroyed the hopes of the
| isolated Russian Revolution
by trying to keep-capitalisth
alive in Europe. The central
lesson in the rise of Stalinism
is not the abandonment of
Bolshevism but the abandon-
ment of reformism and in-
sistence on. the struggle for
international socialism.’

In his first febuttal,'l';iston Oak stressed a few main points:
1) He argued that if the Bolsheviks had formed a coalition

LISTON M. QAK

i with the “other socialist parties” they would not “have had to

esort to minority violence.” _
2) He quoted from documents of early opposition groups in the

fo Stalinism

Bolshevik Party in the early 1920’s which stressed the dangér 'of
bureaucratism in Russia. Rt i

3) Any party, he asserted, which seizes political power and
identifies itself with a class; “as did the Bolsheviks,” finds it nec-
essary to suppress all opposition. “Totalitarian organization leads !
to totalitarian society.” - \ s

4) He cited the Kronstadt rebellion against, and its suppres-
sion by, the Bolshevik government “as evidence of the undemo-
cratic nature of Bolshevism.”

5) He denied that the Social Democrats were responsible for
the failure of the European revolution after the First World War,
asserting rather that it was the Bolsheviks who split the working
class movement and thereby helped perpetuate capitalism. {

6) He asserted that capitalism still had a future in-certain

places, one of which is “the backward countries which need capital
investments.” '

REBUTTAL LASHES MENSHEVIK ACTIVITY

In turn, Shachtman drove home the following main points in .
his rebuttal: '
. 1)The Boishevils were not responsible for splitting the social:
ist movement; it was split by thé Social Democrats who supported
ghez-r imperialist war machines and put such revolutionary social-
ists as Kayl Liebknecht and Rosa Lusemburg in jail. It was this
division which split the socialist movement—this division betiiéen
support of and opposition to imperialist war.
_ 2) The reasons no coalition was formed with the “other social-
ist parties” when the Bolsheviks assumed power are: a) the -
masses of workers abandoned the ineffectual Mensheviks and
came to the Bolsheviks; b) the masses of followers of the Social
Revolutionary Party followed its left wing which did participate
in the Bolshevik 'government; and c) ‘the Mensheviks and SRs
were opposed to the workers taking ‘power and when the civil'waﬁ;
e;m;e they supported the foreign intervention against the workers
il v _
3) The Constituent Assembly was dissolved by the Bolsheviks
beca:use it no longer represented ‘the sentiments of the mas’sés,
havmg been elected before the revolutionary wave which rose to
1ts crest in the October revolution. It gave way to the more rep-
resentative Soviet of Workers Deputies which supported the Bol:
shevik government, even though convened by Mensheviks. by
4) There was only one party after a while in Russia, not: be-
cause the Bolsheviks so desired it, but because every other party
took up arms against the workers state. Shachiman cited detailed
evidence of how the Social Democratic government in Georgia
concluded an agreement with Germany on June 13, 1918 and a few
months later with Britain to use their troops against the Bol-
sheviks. e
5) He ridiculed Oak’s argument thgt capitalism still had some
future and inquired whether his theory that it could help “back-
ward countries” was what led to the British Labor Party govern- =
ment’s scandalous behavior in Greece and Palestine. iy

6) He summed up by stressing the democratic and revolution- ot

ary ckfu'acte'r of Bolshevism, its loyalty to the idea .of working
class liberation and its lessons for our time. N :
In his final rebuttal Oak rephrased his point of view in more

gen_eral terms, constructing an abstract argument about totali-
tarian means and ends.

; The hall in which the debate was held was decorateé with
signs advertising LABOR ACTION forums. Some $50 worth of
Workers Party literature was sold. : LS

»
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The Social-Position of Women Under Capitalism

How Can Women Attain a Full Creative

By SUSAN GREEN

These days the woman's question

revolves around certain economic’

problems. There is the demand for
equal pay for equal work. There is
the fight against discrimination in
the places women work. There is the
need for special facilities in factories
and in the community, such as rest
rooms and nurseries, to enable wo-
men to follow their twofold course
as women and as workers. g

- These, of course, are problems of
working women.! Their existence as

pressing problems for some eighteen.

million working women is the an-
swer to the moldy query: “Is Wo-
‘man’s Place in the Home?” The need
to earn a living for herself, or for
herself and a family, has forced the

woman to leave the home for many :-

a decade now. Technological ad-
vancement has removed the barriers
between women and almost any kind
of: job, and has created néw jobs, for
which women are especially adept.
So today we find women doing dou-
ble duty, inside and outgi\de the
home.

“JOB”. OR “CAREER”?

<In the May 1946 issue of the mag-
azine Politics, Ethel Goldwater ‘con-
tributed an article—“The Indepen-
dent Woman: A New Course”—the
thesis of which is “that a woman
needs both career and babies, both a
life in the home and one outside the
home.” Mrs. Goldwater believes that
women must have a place both in-
side and; outside the home, for their
own good and -their self-fulfilment.

It is interesting, however, to note
that Mrs. Goldwater does not speak
of a “job” with babies, but “career”
and babies. It can hardly be claimed
that sitting at a telephone switch-
board, or punching out squarei of
metal at a machine, or even ta
notes and typing them for eight
hours a day, are necessary stimu-
lants for the release of women’s po-
tentialities, for their self-fulfilment
and happiness. These are merely
jobs.

Whaet Mrs. Goldwater has in mind
is somethng else. A CAREER has a
different conmotation altogether. It
is- work involving some individual
initiative, some creativeness, some
self-expression and self-realization.
Within capitalist society few women,
or men, can find such work.

However, in her article Mrs. Gold-
water has no word to offer on how
the great mass of women, who do in-
deed need the satisfactions of mean-
ingful work as well jas motherhood,
can get .this kind of work..

) : _mot exis

this problem do

or her

ing "

P changes ‘that affect us deeply. With _into Congress by the dozen. Relying,

"ot all. At least, her article shows no

evidence ‘of it. Thereby she shows
her limitations. Actually she is tak-
ing up the cudgels only for a small
group of lower middle class intellec-
tuals.

©For the bull of womankind, com-
plete fulfilment through motherhood
and creative work is wunthinkable
without @ basic change in society.
For satisfying work outside the

- home, there are definite minimal re-

quirements. First, the pressure of
economic necessity must be removed.
Second, human happiness must re-
- place the profit motive. Then only
‘will hours of labor be planned on the
basgis. of. technological possibilities
and, human consumption needs. With
distasteful though mecessary social
labor reduced to the munimum, ond
the* ‘Runger removed from society,
everyone will be in a position to ex-
. ercise a choice about work, to train

. .and qualify for that which may

bring each individual most satisfac-
tion.

Perhaps Mrs. Goldwater, and cer-
tainly the editor of Politics, will say
that’s a “Marxist blueprint”’—at
which certain intellectuals turn up
their noses: So let’s look at Mrs.
Goldwater’s own blueprint.. She of-
fers one in three parts.

First, Mrs. Goldwater wants to
erase the demarcation between “wo-
man’s work” and “man’s work.”
Both boys and girls should receive
instruction in housework, and since
they both become parents, instrue-
tion in childeare. A girl should be
taught that motherhood is not the
entire woman, that she may in fact
renounce motherhood if she wishes.

Assuming that this will help the
situation, how .]is it to be: accom-
plished? By the educational system
under capitalism? But Mrs. Gold-
water herself complaing of the
“double standard” that permeates all

Jiast

capitalist society. She shows too—
and this seems to be one of her chief
grievances—how_ “left-wing intellec-
tual circles” are still suffering from
the same poison. This is indeed bad,
but it above all shows how hard it
is for even very good ideas to take
root in the capitalist milieu. And
even if such instruction were given
in schools, how basically would it
alter the situation? Would it relieve
the man of his need to work all day
in a shop? .

The second plank of Mrs. Gold-
water’s program covers several
points. Housework and child-care
should be simplified by full use of
the machine-age tools—which, alas,
are beyond the “reach of too many
families.” Special ‘ services (diaper,
sitter, cooked food shops) are to Mrs.
Goldwater's liking. We stop here,
and ask once more how these things
are to reach the “too many families”
who don't have them?

Results of the Election - -

(Continued from page 3)

is some fundamental difference in
policy between the Republicans and
Democrats. It expresses itself con-
cretely in that Truman has been ef-
feeting the major demands of the Re-
publicans on prices and other issues.
Even in the sphere of foreign politics,
Vandenberg, the Republican, is sol-
idly aligned with Byrnes, the Demo-
crat. '

There are, it is true, differences of
inner-capitalist ¢lass policy, but they
effect both parties equally well. The
Democratic Party is torn as it has
never before been. Wallace and Pep-
per seem actually to be toying with
the idea of taking over in 1948 (and
so much for the nonsense about third
partyism!). In the Republican Party,
the old Willkie wing, the Taft wing,
the Bricker wing, the Dewey wing,
are sparring for control. If in the
flush of its majority, the Republican
Party appears to be more stable in-
ternally, the contest for a presiden-
tial: nominee will reveal the clash of
ambitions. None of this is of any par-

ticular concern to us. Whether Dewey -

gains standing in his party because
of his huge vote in New York, or
whether Wallace pushes forward in
his party in face of its lamentable
“showing, is a matter of small con-
. cern to us at the moment. None of
these individuals, neither’of the par-
ties ‘they represent, have anything
in common with our interests.
.. But /there may be some concrete

the Republican majority interpreted
as a go-sign for extreme reaction, the
drive against labor will grow more
intense. Roosevelt, and the Democrat-
ic machine generally, relied these last
years on labor support. Thus, when
they knifed labor, they did it gently
and with- & liberal dosing of syrup.
Truman found in the railroad crisis
that it is bad business to challenge
labor openly. Now, however, the Ad-
ministration and the Republican ma-
jority both will feel emboldened to
use the whip of anti-labor legisla-
tion. For example, Republican Ball
of Minnesota is expected to have an
important voice on the Senate Labor
Committee. He is notorious for his
sponsorship of bills seeking to outlaw
strikes and the closed shop.

Labor will consequently have to
be on guard, be prepared to defend
its positions. Of course, there will not
be an even pattern to reactionary
plans. Republicans and Democrats,
looking ahead to 1948, will not want
to alienate the labor vote too catas-
trophically. Individual Senators and
Congressmen may throw caution to
the winds, but their parties will fry
to avoid any obvious crudeness. How-
ever, nothing could be more danger-
ous thanto take idle comfort in that.
1t will have meaning only to the ex-
tent that labor is on its toes, making
it pointedly clear that it will resist
any attempt to strangle its organiza-

tions and rights. It is a virtual cer-
tainty that anti-labor bills will pour

on lobbying with Republican or Dem-
ocratic leaders, as AFL and CIO lead-
ers are doing at this very moment, is
the high-road to, disaster.

We haven't attempted to evaluate
every aspect of these elections. There
is the minor phenomenon of the pass-
ing of the old-time city machine. For
the collapse of the Kelly, Hague and
Pendergast machines, in addition to
reflecting the general anger of the
people, also marks the dotage of the
old-timhe machine. There are other
angles, many of them, that we have
not even touched upon. Generally, the
people as a whole, and the working
class in particular, are beginning to
think politically. The wvote is no
longer in the hands of the ward-
heeler. But that is by no means
enough, nowhere near enough, It can,
as in this election, express its back-
wardness.

To concretize that development in
terms of benéfit to labor, a Labor
Party will be necessary, a Labor
Party with real, CLASS, labor ob-
jectives and conduct. Thus, the prin-
cipal conclusion we draw from this
election is that, given any Kkind of
impetus by the labor leaders, a La-
bor Party could have emerged as a
powerful and vital force. And the
further conclusion we draw is that
the initiative' for such a party will
have to come from the ranks, break-
ing down the capitalist alignments

l’oisteél__‘ on labor by its leaders.

. ist movement.
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Life?

We of the Workers Party who
have a “Marzist blueprint’”’ also have

‘a demand for d minimum family in-

come of $5000 for right here and
now. This, we claim, would go a long
way | toward buying machine-age
household tools and special services.
Similarly we “visionaries” call for a
$250,000,000,000 public building pro-
gram to provide, among other things,
housing, nursery schools and coop-
erative arrangements for child-care,
while Mrs. Goldwater would like to
have these things without the bother
of politics and political parties. For
indeed she makes no connection be-
tween her blueprint and the realm
of politics where such things are ac-
complished.

Under her second plank she also
wants an end to the “impossible ideal
of order and cleanliness” which con-
sume time “out of all proportion to
the value of the transitory effect.”
Woman's “fanaticism is advanced by
the women’s magazines, which see
the woman’s life as spent on an end-
less treadmill of redecoration of the
home and of the person.” And how,
pray, is this influence of commercial-
ism on our lives to be ended?

MAN’S PLACE

In her third plank Mrs. Goldwater

talks about how women should use
the “regular leisure” they will have
if the other two parts of her pro-
gram are carried out. But, as shown
above, “these ways” that Mrs. Gold-
water advqcates are terribly limited,
inadequate, without connection to
political action — and therefore of
little value. Certainly the regular
leisure women need, will not be cam-
paigning for it in Palitics.

We Marxists, who do have a guid-
ing blueprint for raising humanity
to a higher collective and individual
existence, are wary about dotting
the i’s and crossing the t’'s. The com-
plexities of human relationships, of
family life, of character development
stagger minute prophesy. We fight
for many things in the right here
and now, such as higher wages.

However, we know that the mess
that capitalism and other exploi-
tive. societies have made of these as-
pects of life cannot be tackled for all
of us without first establishing a
more favorable social, economic and
political milien. So we say we do not
know whether under Socialism man’s
place will be in the home, except
that Socialism will relieve man (and
woman!) of the tediousness of long
hours in the shop and the slavery of
a shabby income. Thus, we say that
the place NOW for serious men and
women is in the revolutionary social-

Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
1_'.he prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees. " e

Il. For a Living Wage ' ;

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living,

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases ter cover any additional price rises.

3. .For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5000 annual minimum per family, :

5 ]

lIl. Clear the Slums! Build Homes! _ o

L. For a 250 billion: dollar five-year program to provide decent .

: hous;ng ‘at low rental for all and an 'extensivé public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2, For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing .units.

IV. Tax the Profiteers ' s . | N

For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on -

invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on ‘all annual incomés.

V. Nationalize Big Business

) For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks,
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

VI. End Disc—rimiu‘aﬁon Against the Negro People
For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

VII. Open the Doors to the Jews ; o4
For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe, . b_y

2, Fo!- the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration -]
to Palestine or any country of their choice. s

VIII. For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for |
Veferans: o

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job trainin idy srovida:

o ; ' : g subsidy provided .

-b;r thetGI Bill ofl Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a wejc;kpfor-s'i:? :

gle veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $6 :
additional dependent. BIUs 30 8. mekfotr aa el

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for e:;ch
year of service. i

IX. For Peace and Freedom

1. For the right of all pedples and nations to decide their :
f all own fu-
ture. For self-dete_rmmatmn for all nations. For freedom of the colonies,
2. For the withdrawal of all armies. of occupation. Bring the:
American troops home. For an end to conscription. g

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Gover;l-' '
ment ]

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and workis m-

k orking farm-
ers l_)ased on the trade unions. Break with the Republican anngerho-' :
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor. iR

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!
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{We publish below a description of life in a tiny Bdvdridn
halnlet written by a friend recently returned from Germany. His
account makes _concrete and vivid the general idea of the
political and social disintegration of German life as a result of
the Nazi reign, the war and the Allied imperialist oecupation.
It should be remembered that the section of Germany which he
describes has ulwnys been the most poliﬂcully backward in
Germany. The second half of his article will appear next week.
—Ed.)

By JACK PORTER

The burgermeister was typical of many appointed by the
. Americans who overnight installed thousands of powerless
officials in the bomb eaten clusters which had once been cities
"~ and towns. The burgermeister "was appointed by the AMG
after a long study of the local population and demonstrated
that there was no one in this hamlet of 8,000 both with ability
and without the Nazi taint.

So for the first time in the hxstory of Hammelburg, a town
founded in the 13th century, a Social Democrat was appointed
to the position of burgermeister. Many a monkish skeleton
buried in the abbey grounds must have writhed in protest.

The SPD (Social Democratic Party) in Hammelburg had
never been able to make any headway against the fpre-Hltler
Bavarian People’s Party (today succeeded by the Christian
Sacialist Union), leaders of the villagers so overwhelmingly
dominated by the Catholic Church. The towering Gothie church
spires of Hammelburg are testimony of the cultural and po-
litical backwardness of the Hammelburgers, prize sheep herd-
ers of Ober Bavaria. Everything has the aroma of Catholicism.

When relations between Nazi Germany and American im-
7 perlallsm sharpened, Hollywood created a deadly struggle on

the screen between the Gérmare CathBlic Church and f.re Nazi
Party. The number of. Catholies inecarcerated in the American
prison, Camp Hammelburg, for their prominence in the Nazi
structure of Hammelburg, punctures this typical Hollywood
fiction, Throughout the period of the Nazi nightmare, the
priests and monks of Hammelburg prospered and lived peace-
fully with the military and later the prison camp of the Nazis.
- The brother of Jacob Kaiser, the present leader of the Chris-
- tian Socialist Union, is a prominent churchgoer and found no
moral problem in running a bookshop that sold the publica-
tions of the Hitler dictatorship.

WHAT WAS THE ATTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE?
. Physically the town had hardly been touched by the’ war.

. Here and thére, walls of houses that must have been built in

* the days of Luther, were scarred by a few bullet ho]es, but on
‘the whole the town was not wrecked,

The people move around as if by habit or memory. They
go about their task of eking out an existence like wooden
puppets. The average wage granted by the Americans is $2 to
$3 a week and the best jobs are with the nearby American
camp where German civilians can sneak out bits of food.

Money carries little power or meaning in Hammelburg.
" Neédrly all the people have been reduced to the sdme impover-
‘ished level, although maintdining themselves by dzﬁe*ré'ﬂt eco-
nomic means. Cigarettes, barter, servicés such as tailoring and
. shoemaking and food are the real meuns of mchcmge

Bustamente --"Uncrowned King”’ of Jamaica

"Ry J. R. JOHNSON

starving peasants “and - the dock”

Many girls indicate theu thoughts about the future by
flocking around American soldiers, hoping that some day they
may marry and escape to America.

Due to the predominance of handicraft, there are no unions
in Hammelburg. The unions in other cities have little meaning
or immediate value to the workers. Under the decrees of the
Military Government, workers cannot negotiate for ¢hange of
hours, wages or workmg conditions.

Fundamentally, the cumulative shock of the events of 1918,
1933, 1939 and 1945 has affected the people profoundly. Symp-
toms of the shock are ever present in their thinking, actions
and discussions. It is best shown in the expression “What’s
the use! We've tried everything and nothing seems to help us.”
The result has been 4 cynical approach to politics,

In spite of the world shattering events, the local people still
maintain what is derisively dubbed in northern Germany as
the Sauerbayern ottitude or as Marxz phrased it, the “idiocy
of rural life.” The few who meintain a less provincial attitude
are refugees from bombed cities such as Berlin, Dusseldorf,
Munich. They are, however, effectively ostracwed cmd segre-
gated as auslander or city slickers.

ECONOMIC LIFE IS STILL PRIMITIVE

Economiec life, even with the technological achievements of
the Nazis, still remains primarily in the craft stage. The
medieval heritage is still with the living., The combined effects
of the war and the rule of the Americans have pushed the
craft functions of the town folk even Mnto greater prominence.
Oceasional shepherds and their flocks wend their way through
the streets. The market place estahhshed in feudal days is still
the center of town for gossip and the exchange of wares or
household effects. An Esso Station in the town (America’s con-
tribution t0 Geérmany’s war effort) is an anachronistic intru-
sion. Quaint Gasthauser (beerhalls) dot the nelghborhbod and
are frequented by everyone, although there is littlé to offer in
vintages.

The American soldiers guarding a prison eamp on top of a
long winding hill, play an insignificant role in the affairs of
the town. Their activities are confined to two or three Gast-
hauser where they drink themselves into a happy state of mind.
The natwes avoid the Americans like a plague, though a few
desperate persons approach Americans for black market deils
or potato schnapps sales.

The soldier understanding no German, creatés an Anierican
oasis out of the Gasthaus in town and lives culturally on the
mere fringes of Hammelburg or for that matter Germany.
Any meeting between a Socialist-minded German and a similar

minded American is the result of a prolonged and éonseious
searc‘n

The GI's role in Hammelburg s, as it is e'ver'gwkem in
the American zone, one of 1mpe'rmhsc arrogance, avarice and
hooliganism. Most persons in Hammelburg, Social Demotrat,
Stalinist or otherwise, have only contempt for the conduct of
their well fed h'berato?"s.

A Gasthaus in Munich once servéd as the headquartérs for
Hitler’s early activities. This is understandable for Gasthauser
are more than mere drinking places. Their atmosphere com-
bines thalt of the old Crusader Cafeteria off New York’s Union
Square that the radical movement patronized in the early
Thirties and the Hotel Algonquin frequented by the Writers.

West Indles In March 1942 an

socialist gmup, and the ‘other three
were won by

In Hammelburg as in many other German cities and towns,
the outlawing of meetings and societies by the American au-
thorities coupled with the physical destruction of homes and
public meeting halls has led once again to the resurrection of
the Gasthaus as a political and cyltural center.

In one corner seated around a table drinking seltzer water
are a group of giggling youth. Day after day their only activity
during thé winter months is to freguent the warm inn. At

_night they sleep in a barrack recently built in a large store.
‘Most  of the boys are either orphans or have been separated

from their parents. Some are fortunate enough to receive an
allowance from the German Red Cross which permits them to
exist in the most frugal way. The others have to scrounge to
live.

Their attitude is listless, daily growing more bitter against
the Americans. The youngsters are fast on the way to becoming
LUMPEN. The outlook for leurning a trade or receiving an
educalion is bleak. A new generation is growing, but without
any proletarian ballast or roots tying them to any group in
Germany.

The others scattered throughout the room are for the most
part refugees from the big cities, Unable to make contacts with
the neighboring farmers or to possess a truck garden in the
back of their dwelling, they are constrained to eat the skimpy,
uhattractive meal provided by the Gasthaus in exchange for a
mark (ten cents) and a ration stamp. After the meal of potato
soup and the main plate of potatoes, carrots and beets the
tables are cleared away. The patrons linger, reluctant to leave
a warm room and radio for their barracks or, if they are lucky,
a’ cold, barely furnished room.

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE NUREMBERG TRIALS

The radio suddenly blares forth with the usual day’s quota

of news abouit the Nuremberg trials. There are smirks ex-
changed. One Kazetler, as former concentration camp prisoners
are known today in Germany, ventures the opinion that the
trials are a farce. In a bitter tone, he adds that the men in the
dock should have been taken care of long ago. The people can’t
live on the trials. What they need he suggests, “is food, jobs
and housing.” The others nod in full agreement. Their attitude
is typlcal of Hammelburg and Bavaria. The people complain
in private of the meaninglessness of the frials.

The Gasthaus is also the place where the political parties of
the town meet. Of the three functioning parties the Communist
Party in town is by far the smallest. This is understandable.

“The German soldier who was in Russia asserts that he saw

nothing that he would like to introduce in Germany. Those who
were in Berlin at the time of the entry of the Russian army,
have brought back tales of horror that are readily accepted.

But their opposition to the German Communist Party is not
at all the same simple reactionary point of view that one finds,
for instance, in the American small town. For, except among
the more primitive German peasants, one finds a ready recep-
tivity -to radical ideas. The objections to the German Com-
munist Pz'a.'rty are largely as a result of the-behavior of the
Russigins  during the occupation and the support which the
German Stahmsts gave to that oceupation,

(To be continued)

‘This writer believes that. Busta-

The mente is a thoroughly unprincipled

s High Command

The name of Bustamente has fre-
guently appeared in the American
nd British press as the leader of
1.‘Iamalcam labor. Nothing so illus-

rates what has been happemng in
the West Indies as the career of this
“uncrowned king” of J amaica. .

: In the years before the war Ja-
glama had an advanced type of
rown Colony Government. The ma-
;forlty of the Legislative Council was"
‘elected and this majority had some
power over finance. But the gover-
hor retained final power. The gover-
hor, though appointed by the British
olonial Office, represented the in-
rests of the colonial ruling class.

The influence of “the people” and
i;heir elected members can be Judged
{:om the fact that in 1939 the elec-

rate of Jamaica amounted to only
ﬁve per cent of the populat:on Fur-
thermore there was a high property
qualification for candidates to the
legislature, excluding thereby poor
men. Legislators were not paid, and
only wealthy men could- represent
“the people.”

GREAT LABOR STRIKES

Great strikes of labor shook this
-rotton constitution to pieces. The

workers began to live a life of intense
industrial and political aspiration.
A great mass movement arose, based
on the unions but embracing all
strata of the laboring population
and parts. of the middle-class. At

_1ts head was Bustamente.

Bustamente is without any recog-
nizable political doctrine. The peo-
ple of Jamaica were on the move
after nearly 75 years of political
s'u,bserviehce,, and Bustamente was
at their head. He was imprisoned,
but the government had to let him
out.

To add to the erisis of the British
government, the U.-S. had entered
the West Indian scene. Global war
demanded that the American fleet
control West Indian waters. Control
of the world mdrket demanded that
the U. S. make a bid for American
influence in the islands. The ‘U. S.
demanded and got its aerial, naval
and military bases.

* But the population was restless:
The pressure against Britain con-
tinued unabated. Roosevelt pulled 4
very fast one on the British govern-
ment. To their disgust he came out
suddenly for universal suffrage and
free ' compulsory education in the

Parisian Workers Face
‘Winter of Deprivation

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Oct. 14—Paris without coal
‘and with little electricity shivers in
the first winter-like temperatures of
:40»50 degrees.

Coal is being delivered, but no poor
~family dares use its tiny supply for
~another month until the thermometer
‘drops 10 or more degrees.

Seven sacks of coal or 35 kilos

(770 POUNDS), two sacks more than
‘last winter, are allotted small fami-
lies. Families of 4-5 get 9 sacks; of
- 6-T7 get 11 sacks. But this is no gain
since they usually have additional
- rooms.

Most homes heat one room, usually
the kitchen or dining room. All other
rooms are so. cold everyone sits with

. his coat on. Since there is no heating
of most rooms it is expected that, like
last winter, there will be days when
the water is frozen in the toilets and

. sinks, and pipes burst.

Already Parisians are eating whlle
dressed with overcoats or heavy
sweaters. Many older folks go to

. gleep directly after dinner while the

" young ones take up the more violent
forms of American jitterbugging or
spend their few francs to sit in a
heated cafe.

Almost everyone sleeps all bun-
dled. up in sweaters and wool soeks
It is understood that the big, semi-

nude revues—Folies Bergére, Casino

de Paris and others—whose chorus
girls had threatened to strike or to
wear heavy clothing if more heat
were not provided last winter, will
get increased coal allotments for
1946-47.

Lighting and heating prices have
risen sharply from 333 points last
January to 503 in ‘September (on A
base of -100 for 1938). Though coal is
-available on the black market, it is
at prices most French families can-
not afford. Heavy colds and an in-
crease in respiratory infections are
the price workers’ families pay for
the dreaded French winter,

PARIS, Oct. 14—French food prices
rose to 800 points, eight times..{he
1938 index of 100 and 57 points high-
er than August's 743 points, the Eco-
nomic Ministry announced on Sat-
urday. -4

Meat ranges to 19 times 1938 prices.
Lard is 17 times higher, eggs 10
times, soap 10 times, potatoes 915
times, milk and rice more than 8
times.

President Bidault’s early Septem-
ber declaration that “after Septem-
ber 18".prices will “really” be con-
trolled has proved meaningless. Most
of the average worker’s salary of
9-10,000 franc,,s ber month is going for
food alone, léavmg little over for
rent, heat, clothing and medicine, -

Anglo-American Caribbean Commis-
sion was established to plan meas-
ures for the improvement of West
Indian conditions. The g'eog'ra‘phlcal
situation of the U. 8. and its power-
ful economy put the British in a sec-
ondary position in the Western
world.
THE NEW CONSTITUTION

They grudgingly proposed a new
constitution for the islands. Jamaica
was granted universal suffrage. Leg-
islators were to be paid. Two houses
were to be set up: the lower house
to be a completely elected body and
the upper house partly nominated
by the goverhor (i.e, the local banks,
industrialists, merchants. and land-
oWners). v

But there was another change of
great importance. The Executive
Council, the real ruling body, a sort
of cabinet, was to be elected by the
lower house. And these executive
council members were to serve as
heads of several govermental de-
pvartments. The governor still had
the power of veto, but he could ex-
ercise it only with the consent of the
elected Executive Council.
BUSTAMENTE'S VICTORY

Here was a constitution most help-
ful to Bustameénte and his mass fol-
lowing. His political party won 23
seats out of the 32. Five were Won
by the People’s National Party, a

T

independents.
party. of big business, the so-called
Democratic Partyjlest every .seat it
contested. Bustamente controlled the
lower housé absolutely, -
members of the -executive -council
were members of his party,  and he
led the mass union movement. Hence
his claim to the title of “uncrowned
king.” LAy

In pohtws zt s sp!endtc! to have
a majority. But it is more important
in the long run to have a policy.
Bustamente had and still hes no pol-
icy. The economies of the West In-
dian islands are bankrupt. Nothing
but o federation of independent isl-
ands, nationalization of basic indus-
try, workers’ control of production,
and planned economy can begin to
give them anything. like a place in
the world market.

-All this is beyond the limited con-
ceptlons of Bustamente., The resuit
is, that faced with a socialist move-
ment on the one hand and big capi-
tal on the other, he has formed an
alliance with big -¢apital. ;
JAMAICAN SOCIALISM

When the big mass movement got
under way one of its most respected
leaders was Norman Manley, a Ja-
maican lawyer and former Rhodes
scholar. When Bustamente was in
jail, Manley led the national move-
ment in militant and uncompromis-
ing fashion.

half the .

demagogue. Manley found collabora-
tion with him impossible and his
party, the People’s National Party,
entered its own candidates. Its pro-
gram is complete self-government
and nationalization of base indus-
try, aimed in particular-at Tate and
Lyle, the great sugar manufactur-
ers.

Big business recognized in Man-
ley's program o diangerous enemy.
It has thrown all its weight into
support of Bustamente against Man-

-ley. Bustamente has declared him-

self against self-government, against’
nationalization, and has now gone so
far as to denounce freedom of
gpeech. In return he has great politi-
cal power, a finger in patronage, and
balances between the claims of capi-
tal and the needs of his followers in
the unions.

The Peoples National Party con-
trols a small association of union-
ists, but the mass power is in Busta-
mente’s hands. Recently in an inter-
union struggle, a murder was com-
mitted. Bustamente was charged
with the responsibility. He was ac-
quitted, but Jamaica is still in a
state of permanent unrest.

PROSPECTS FOR TOMORROW

In the past eight years there has
taken place a political transforma-
tion unheard of by even the most
ardent advocates of self-government.
The masses of the people are not
hostile to Manley and the PNP.
They are, however, fanatically loyal
to Bustamente and often express re-
gret at the lack of unity. The PNP
struggles to win the Jamaican
masses to its program..lIts future,
like everything élse about Jamaica,
is uncertain. It is not a revolution-
ary party. But the chief hope for its
development is in its allegiance to
the idea of. class struggle. It has a
strong support among the middle
classes. But its leaders do not hesi-
tate to inform its followers that the
only real basis for the realization of
its program is the working masses.

It is to be hoped that under these
pressures a genuine revolutionary
socialist party will emerge from the
Jamaica turmoil. Meanwhile so far
the PNP is the most advarfced po-
litical party in the British West In-
dies and has a wide following among

West Indians in the U. S. where

Manley is a frequent visitor.
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A First Hand Report on
Communal Riots in India

(The U. 8. press has been filled
with reports of bloody fighting be-
tween Hindu and Moslem in.India.
These réports have been so slanted
as to make readers believe the péo-
ple of India are incapable of inde-
pendent rule. We therefore print be-
low excerpts from an article in
Samasamagist, organ of a Trotskyist
group in Ceylon, which explajns how
these religious riots were engineered
by the reactionary leaderships of the
Moslem and Hindu organizations,
against the interests of the Indian
masses themselves.—Ed.)

The recent wave of strikes which
swept the entire continent of India,
disorganized considerably the eco-
nomic life of Calcutta. These strikes
have kept the masses in a state of
ferment and militancy that Caleutta
has never before witnessed in its ex-
istence. The number of workers af-
fected and the duration of some of
the strikes have been unprecedented.
British imperialism, the Feudalists
of the Muslim League and the Hindu
Maha Sabha and the bourgeoisie of
the Indian National Congress were
alarmed at the paralysis of economic
life.... Economic strikes were inter-
spersed with political strikes. . . .
The militaney and political con-
sciousness of the working class de-
veloped by leaps and bounds in the
course of these struggles. The recent
postal and telegraph strike brought
to the center of the stage the prole-
tariat. To a great extent these strug-
gles made it clear that pessibilities
of power lay in the hands of the
workers of industry. The Indian
bourgeoisie realized that delay in
coming to a settlement with British
imperialism would be dangerous.
Hence the acceptance of the Cabinet
Mission’s proposals, The Muslim
League had to make way for the
Indian National Congresa. The land-
lords were dismissed from the sery-
ice of British imperialism to.make
way for the more powerful bour-
geoisie.

The elections to the Constituent
Assembly made it clear to Jinnah
and his Muslim League that their
position was very weak....Danger-
ous diseases require desperate rem-
edies. Jinnah and his colleagues
were compelled to do something des-
perate. They had to gamble with the
lives of innocent women and children
to display to the world that the Mus-
lim masses were behind them. The
16th of August was chosen by the
of the Muslim
League as the Day of “Direct Ac-
tion.”

lords did not state clearly against

Of course, Jinnah and his
=cbterfé ‘of “"nabobs and other land-:

whom' the “Black Hundreds” in the
service of the Muslim League were
to use “direct action.”

Reports vary as to the number of
the killed and injured in the three
days of “murder, arson and riots”
which reduced Calcutta to a slaugh-
ter house. The Muslim League pa-
per, “Star of India,” places the num-
ber killed at three or four thousand
and the injured at seven thousand.
A Conservative estimate for the pur-
pose of defending the Muslim
League Ministry. “The Modern
News” correspondent gives the num-
ber of those killed as 7,000 and these:
injured as 20,000, The corpses of the
slaughtered are still being counted.
The sewers of Calcutta are daily de-
livering corpses of the unknewn
dead. The streets were littered with:
the corpses of .the killed. The hospi-
‘tals were crowded with the injured.
It is yet too early to give .a correet
estimate of the killed and injured.
What is important, is to nete the in-
activity of the Suhrawardy’s gov-
ernment from the 16th to the 19th'
of August.

American’ correspondents charge
the Muslim League Government of
Bengal of criminal negligence of the
most elementary precautions and:
safeguards for putting an end to the

“reign of terror” that descended on:
Calcutta during the fateful three
days. The Muslim League govern-~
ment must have given every encour-
agement to the assassins to go about
théir work of destruction unmolests”
ed. This service they owed British
imperialism and the semi-feudal
landlords of ‘India. The Feudalists
of the Hindu Maha Sabha doubtless
set in motion its “Black Hundred”
hirelings “to teach the Muslim com-
munalists a lesson.”

Five British, two Indian and two
Gurkha battalions were employed in
Calcutta “to control the recent riot-
ing in the city” according to 'a
statement made by the Commander
of the Bengal Assam area. The num-
ber of those killed and injured as a
result of firing by the military and
the police must be considerable. The
Indian National Congress must
shoulder the responsibility for the
action of the imperialist army in
« Caleutta. Troops will remain in Cal-’
cutta after the communal tension’
subsides to prevent the masses from
participating in the anti-imperialist -
struggle. The activities of the prole-
tariat Trill be prevented. The Muslim
League has succeeded by the sense-
less slaughter of the masses in di-
viding into communal sections even
the proletariat.

A Fuzzy Thinker to Edit
A Fuzzy Liberal Magazine

On December 16 of this year,

Henry Wallace becomes the editor of -

the New Republic, the weekly “lib-
eral” magazine. It is an appropriate
matech and we can anticipate the
fruits  with = reasonably
amusement and disgust.
The New Republic has gained a
reputation far out of proportion to

. its actual content, largely because

of the political senility and gullibil-
ity of American liberals. Despite the
~oteasionally interesting material
‘that appears in its pages—the ex-
poses of governmental or business
corruption; the foreign reports; the
literary reviews—the magazine has
never attempted to face the first re-
quirement of serious political re-

sponsibility: a sharply defined point:,
of -view on the major issues of our -

time, namely, the existence of capi-

But if it has not developed a clearly
defined point of view, it has substi-
tuted an empirically groped-at atti-
tude which in practice is equal to
support of capitalism and Stalinist
totalitarianism.

For, despite oceasional ecriticism
and. whinnying laments about “being
betrayed” by capitalist politicians in
whom no one with any sense should
have had any confidence in the first
place, the New Republic has on all

basic issues taken its stand in sup-

port of capitalism and—the contra-
diction is only apparent—in support
of Stalinism. Its espousal of the idea
of a “soft” attifude toward Stalinist
Russia, which makes possible its al-
liance with Wallace, is its basic mo-
tivating conception with regards to
current international affairs; and it
is this fact which makes secondary
or academic its rare criticisms of
Stalinist Russia.

Henry Wallace is a man whom
circumstances have pushed to -a
prominence far beyond his intrinsic
abilities. (That this is not some rare
exception can quickly be proved by
merely glancing at the Democratic
President of the U. S. and the Re-
publican Governor of New York.)
He is a man of limited intellectual
vision, whose mind suggests first of
all an image of fuzz. Committed to a
basic loyalty to the capitalist sys-
tem, his vague liberalism, which has
become equated to what is really a
totalitarian conception, leads him.to
admire the Stalin dictatorship. The
admiration of a man like Wallace—
who can blithely dismiss the lack of
political liberty in Russia because of
what he imagines is its economic
equity (as if the twe are not indis-
so]ubly linked !) —for the ‘Stalin 1é-
gmae is proof posmi\fe that Stalin’s

certain -

-talism and Stalinist totalitarianism. -

régime has no inkling of socialism in
it. For Wallace believes in a modified
capitalism—that is, giving the poi-
son a chocolate coating—and his
mind has succumbed to the totali-:
tarian dogma to the point where he
has become an apologist for the
Stalin dictatorship.

That this man speaks as the lead-
er of America’s liberals today is a
tragic and ironic commentary on the
decline of at least'large parts of
American liberalism to the position
of spokesman for an outmoded and’
evil economic system and uneasy
apologists for one of the worst to-
talitarian states in history. Wallace
himself is quite without personality::
a blank with a fuzz on top. He in«
dulges in a kind of sickly mysticism
and messianic rhetoric which, in a
more critical age, would have made
him a laughing stock. Today, how-
ever, this small-time philosopher is
the darling of the Stalinists and the.
editor of a magazine which claims to
be an advanced spokesman of Amer-
ican thought.

*What will happen to the New Re-

‘public under Wallace’s editorship is

already foretold by the prospectus
he has written. It is a wvulgar es-
pousal of what liberals call “action”
—that is, supporting capitalist pali-
ticians in elect.lqons in order to have
the politicians “betray” them -in
practice and then to write tearfi
editorials “noting with regret”—ani
it foreshadows a still further decline
in the already lamentable intellectu-
al level of The New Republic.

We can expect therefore that The
New Republic will take on some of
the characteristics of the farm Jour-
nal which Wallace once edited. The
only oceasionally stimulating part
of the magazine, its literary review
section, will probably feel the pres-
sure to eliminate “highbrow”—that
is, intelligent—writing in favor of
“popular” — that. is, vulgar — tripe.
Rumors have it that, in anticipation
of Wallace’s desires, this process has
already begun. And we may be cer-
tain that the rare voices of intelli-
gent dissent, of radical politics or
hterary eriticism, sometimes printed
in The New Republlc will find even
less welcome under Wallace’s editor-
ship.

It will be interesting to watch this
mating of The New Republic with
the Lochinvar from the West riding
his steed of semi-Stalinized Liberal
Rotarianism. We anticipate a dis-
play of political ignorance, critical
vulgarity and intellectual shenani-
gans which will provide, another
nauseous chapter in the sad history
of Amencan bourgems qurnahsm,

Il
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LABOR ACTION

Philly WP
Opens New
Home Office

By F'RANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA—The new Labor

Action Hall at 1139 W. Gerard Ave,,
Philadelphia 23, Pa., was opened on
Saturday, November 9, as the new
soecial center for readers of LABOR
ACTION and their friends. The 75
people who attended enjoyed an
evening of games, dances, and con-
versation, and expressed the desire
to return again to enjoy similar so-
cial events.

A number of those attending the
housewarming frolic had been ac-
quainted with the Philadelphia local
of the Workers Party only through
LABOR ACTION. Present also as
guests were several members of the
Baltimore local.

Much of the evening was spent in
planned activity of" group games
and dances, but there were a few
lulls in the general activity which
enabled old friends and new ac-
quaintances to partake of refresh-
ments, to have pleasant chats, and
to enjoy the gay atmosphere of the
newly refinished and decorated hall.
Six door prizes were given in order
to guarantee that all participate
in the evening’s activity.

GREETED BY ORGANIZER

The formal invitation to LABOR
ACTION readers to use the facili-
ties of the hall was extended by the
Philadelphia organizer, James M.
Fenwick, who also extended the

. Party’s welcome and best wishes.

Those present, as well as the public,
were invited to attend, in the same
hall, on Friday, November 20, a
Forum, Russia Since 1917, by Max
Shachtman, national chairman of
the Workers Party.

At the conclusion of the evening’s
festivities it was evident that the
housewarming had drawn closer to-
gether readers of LABOR ACTION
and Workers Party members and
sympathizers, a step extremely im-
portant in building a large and
strong revolutionary socialist move-
ment in Philadelphia.

N

U, S, Governmeit
Seeks Naval Base
In' Naples Harbor

. PARIS, Oct. 15—The U. S. govern-

ment has requested the cession, “tem-
porarily,” of parts of the harbor of
Naples Italy, to be used as a naval
base for the U. S. Mediterranean fleet.

Already U. S. armed forces have an
air field at Naples, as well as the use
of the harbor. It is believed that the
U. S. wishes to make Naples its new
main base for the Mediterranean f(leet
of four cruisers and six destroyers.

The U. S. is a powerful force in
Italy since it has invested upwards &£
one billion dollars in the Italian econ-
omy. By the end of the first seven
months of 1946, the U. S. had become
the largest exporter of capital goods
t_o_'Italy through UNRRA and private
corporations. If is also the largest im-
porter from Italy, taking $28,000,000
in goods and services from that coun-
try. In addition, U. S. financiers have
bought into Italian industry on a
large scale. Through these econoinic
foetholds and because of its general
economic-political superiority on the
world scene, the U. 5. occupies a dom-
inant position in Jtalian economic
and political life,

The acquisition of a base in Naples
would therefore be still another step
in the gradual increase of influence
in‘Western and Central Europe on the
part of U. S. imperialism and a fur-
ther step, as well, in the domination
of Italy by U. S. imperialism. '

Socialism in Britis

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Oct. :30—Sir Stafford Cripps,
a leader of the British Labor Party,
declared last week that the workers
cannot eontrol industry because they
are “not qualified” to do so. He de-
plored the shortage of “qualified”
workers.

Another leader, Herbert Morrison,
Lord President of the Council, in a
speech on October 27 at Birmingham,
said that the profit motive must not
disappear because it is the only way
to increase production and the utand-
ard of living.

However, Morrison opposed a guar-
anteed annual minimum wage for
workers, claiming that too strict a
regulation of wages would hold down
profits: “To want to level wages to-
ward the highest point, one can very
well finish by leveling toward the
lowest point and, by that, end in a
lowering of the standard of living.”

Reimann Will
Discuss German
Fate at Forum

. Gunther Reimann, noted economist
and author of “The Vampire Econ-
omy,” will speak at the second of the
Sunday night forums held in New
York City by Labor Action. School
on November 24. His subject will be

“The Future of Germany.” The place .

of the lecture will be the headyuar-
ters of the school, 114 West 14th
Street.

Reimann will discuss many of the
burning - problems ‘of international
politics associated with the German
situation: the struggle of the rival
imperialist blocs for control of Ger-
many; the future of German econ-
omy; the internal political situation
in Germany; and similar vital mat-
ters.

Admission to individual lectures in
the series is 50 cents, with a bloe of
tickets to four lectures available for
$1.50.

The third in the series will be a
lecture by the noted novelist, James
T. Farrell, on Tolstoy’s War and Peace
to be held at the same place on De-
cember 1,

How Ikeepi'ng wages low means prof-
its are divided equitably among the
workers is not explained.

Following the union congress at
Brighton, whose theme was “increas-
in which the Stalin-
ist Mine Union head, Arthur Horner,
joined, Morrison has lzaid -bare the
real platform of the Labor Party.

Fuel Minister Shinwell has said all

ing production,”

along that nationalization can justify
itself only if it was more economical
than private capitalist enterprise

coal, = the industry
showed heavy losses. In one year of
nationalized housing, there were
heavy losses, not profits.

British export trade instead .of
gaining the 75 per cent higher level
than 1938 which the Labor Party
plans, reached 20 per cent higher than
1938 in July. In August it fell to 1 per
cent above August, 1938. In Septem-
ber it fell to 9 per cent below Sep-

tember, 1938. And there.is every in-

BIDAULT PAYS TRIBUTE TO STALINIST
TREACHERY IN FRENCH STRIKE PERIOD

PARIS, Oct. 30— France lost only
244,000 man-days through strikes in
the first quarter of 1946, as against
793,000 in Britain and 81,000,000 in the
U. S, declared France's Premier,
Georges A. Bidault, yesterday.

Pointing to the French record in
a speech at Lille, Bidault said that
French recovery was “well under
way.”

Bidault is wrong about Frerch re-
covery being “well under way.” Ac-
tually it is in a state of slow strangy-
lation. France .is freezing without
énough coal, with no appreciable
housing construction, with prices 100
per cent higher than last January and
800 per cent higher than 1938, while
wages are very low. Worse still, for
a nation so dependent for her wery
existence on imports, France's trade
began to level off in September and

LABOR
ACTION
BOUND
VOLUME
1945

A ‘permanent record of Marxist _
analysis of the year’s outstand-
ing events.

Now
Only
$2.00!

Order from

\LABOR ACTION

4 Court Square

Long Island City 1, N.Y.

farianism.

(paper bound)

Order from:

LEON TROTSKY'S

“THE NEW COURSE"
Get this historic essay on Russia, to-
gether with Max Shachiman's study
of the development of Russian totali-

NOW ON SALE: $1.00
Originally $1.50
Wo_rkers Party fuﬁlicuﬁons

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

265 ﬁuges

£
will probably mnot rise wvery high

throughout the winter. Her adverse
trade balance is so bad she imports
twice: the products exported.

In being so pleased at France's low
strike record, Bidault does not ex-
plain that the government of Social-
ists, Stalinists and Catholics all voted
together 537 to 12 to smash the 1,000,-
000 government employees’ strike in
September. He does not explain that
the French method of keeping, the
workers in check is based on control
of the labor unions through one of

the government parties, the Stalinists, -

Now :Avdila'blie .uf
Reduced Cost!
Bound Volumes of
The New

International
for _'I 945

lnd;spensable for a
Revoluﬂonary History
of the Year 1945

_ “NINE ISSUES
Cross-Indexed by Author
and Subject
PRICE NOW: $3.00

'. {

Order from'

THE NEW INTERNATIONAI.
4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.

Nationa

. and sho\yed a profit. In one year of
-nationalized

ii-,'- 2
dication that, like French export
trade, British trade has entered - its

‘second post-war phase.

After a phase of ascent up to pre-
war figures at the expense of keep-
ing working class living standards
low, a second phase of leveling off

has hit both countries, peculiarly
enough in the same month. .
Already the Labor Party has

backed down from nationalizing steel
and has sought to. purchase steel in
the U. S. The laws of subservience of
all countries o the world market
have caught up with “nationalization
in one country.” “Nationgalization”
measures are a continuation of war
controls in economy -and concentra-
tion of capital which, as Health Min-
ister Bevan said last week have
“come to the aid of capitalism.”

Schacht Predicts
No Trials for the
Big Industrialists

PARIS, Oct. 29 — There will oe no
trials of big German industrialists,
said: Mr. Hjalmar Schacht on October
29 in France-Soir. His full declara-
tion was reported by Captain G. M.
Gilbert of the Psychology Service of
the U. S. Army, who watched the
Nazj leaders at Nuremberg.

Schacht, says Psychiatrist Gilbert,
“laughed at the suggestion that the
German industrialists would be ac-
cused,” declaring;:

“If you want to bring them to judg-
ment for having aided rearmament
of Germany, it will be necessary also
to bring to justice those of your coun-
try (America).”

‘Schacht concluded, “The Opel

works, which have made nothing be-
side war production, were the prop-

- erty of General Motors. It is impos-

sible to bring the industrialists to
trial.”

Such a f{rial, as Hitler's former
Minister- of Economies points out,
would reveal the amazing extent of
American capitalist investment in
Germany which aided the Nazi re-
armament. American - German trade
was runfing at almost $200,000,000 a

‘year in materials which were useful

far war.
Schacht is quite confident that far

from the industrialists facing trial,

the American government needs Ehem
badly to run Geérman industry and
the German workers. The new Amer-

ican policy annotnced by RFC Di<

rector Géorge Allen, personal con-
fidant of President Truman, supports
German capitalist reconstruction with
credits and loans,

NOVEMBER 29
PAINTERS HALL

ATTENTION! AKRON READERS!
Albert Goldman
Former Attorney for Leon Trotsky
will 'speak on

The Coming Sfrugqle for Wage Increases

_at a meeting commemoruhng |‘|Ie v
‘ anniversary of the Russian Revolution

Auspices: Workers Party, Akron Branch

8:00 P. M.
290 S. Main St. (upstairs)
Admission: 50 Cents

|

Amnesi‘y Commlﬂ'ee
Applauds LA Edit

Dear Editor:

This is just a word in apprecia-
tion of the excellent editorial on
ammnesty - for conscientious objectors
in the latest issue of LABOR AC-
TION. The fact that you ‘disagree
strongly with their stand only adds
weight to the demand that they all
be freed.

You will be interested to know
that a minority of the 6000 objectors
given prison gentences since 1940
are pacifists. The 45600 Jehovah’s
Witnesses are certainly not pacifists,
and neither are the Negro objectors
to army Jim Crow, Puerto Riecan ad-
vocates of independence, Orientals
refusing military ‘service in the for-
ces of an ally of the British Empire
or so long as they are barred from
citizenship under the Oriental Ex-

You Can Subscribe
To Labor Action
For Six ‘Months
For 50 Cents!

clusion Aect, and young Japanese
Americans who would not goainto
the army while they and their fami-
lies wére held in relocation centers
in the West. Nor are many Socialist
and IWW objectors. ,
Sincerely yours,
ALBON MAN.

November 5, 1946.

We wish to thank the Committee
for Amnesty for its letter. Further,
we are glad to publish the additional
information it contains. We wish ‘to
use the occasion of printing this let-
ter, :to ‘reiterate our demand for
FULL and IMMEDIATE amnesty
for ALL conscientious objectors. Ad-
ditional material on' this campaign
will appear frem time to time in
LABOR ACTION.—Ed.

"One WQfIa" Idea

‘Only for the Books

Dear Editor: .

Many people in this couniry are
under, the impression that the United
States' government is acting as a be-
nevolent despot in Germany, teaching
“fascist minded” people the error of
their ways, demonstrating the supe-
riority of the democratic way of life
and helping the wheels_ of economic

progress to start turning.

How much of what the American
government is bringing to Germany,
or Japan or any place in the world
is benevolence and democracy and
how much of it is unreheved despot-
ism become apparent from a surpris-
ingly honest picture of the two
worlds that exist in Frankfort, Ger-
many, described by Anne O'Hare Mc-
Cormick of the New York Times.

“In Frankfort today there are two
cities as-:remote from each other in
life and character as in aspect. One

is the American compound surround-,

ing the big military headgquarters in
the I. G. Farben Building with ‘its
blooming gardens, its spacious cafe-
terias and ifs brand-new glass-walled
soda'bar. ... Lively, well-dressed chil-
dren play in the yards and bare-
headed girls in bright sports suits
carry packages from the commissary.

..More jeeps than other cars are
drawn up at curbs and most of the
men are in uniform, but otherwise
vou might be in the pleasant suburb
of an American town....Two Amer-
ican grade. schools, one high schobl
and a day nursery were opened ‘this
fall.

“Within the compounﬂ the ONLY
building operation in Frankfort is in
progress. It is a half-million - dollar
community -center for this' new and
growing American colony. It consists

¥’

of five'buildings connected by arcades
which will house a pharmacy, a beau-
ty parlor; all the supply and repair
shops necessary to serve an Army
post in exile. As far as local supplies
are concerned, it might be exile on a
densely populated desert island were
it not that the center is being built
by prisoners and all material in its
construction and also to prepare and
equip quarters for'soldiers' families
comes out of German economy.

‘. ..But one glimpse of this trans-
lated. corner of America with its
completely separate life and its differ-
ent standards is enough to make the
other Frankfort look more ruinous
than it "did before the occupation
army domesticated itself, so'to speak,
and settled down for a long stay. The
conirast isn't flouted before the Ger-
mans. Except servants and laborers,
few out of the 416,000 people outside
ever see the inside of the compound.

"%, ..Outside the compound a few
more shops are open in bricked-up
rooms of ruined buildings....A tiny
trickle of heretofore unavailable
goods — ersalz soap, wire spectacle
frames, wooden or composition soles
—is displayed.

“...Production is beginning, say
military -government officers, but lit-
tle evidence of it appears on the
counters of empty shops or in tl‘neJI

- motley clothing the people wear,..!

\

In this respect Germany is more and
more like Russia in the worst. years.
“Nothing new is being built, Re-
habilitation isn't part of the program
of the military government....
“People look as if they had settled
down to a dead level of existence. Ex-
cept in the country, where the chil-
dren have a little color in their
cheeks and the fields are worked with
grim- tenacity from dawn to dark, the
population looks worse and works
less than last year. They are thinner,
yellower, slower - motioned, more

threadbare. The military government -

health figures tell a story of decreas-
ing resistance reflected 'in worried,
pinched faces of women, hollow-eyed
men, weak-lunged children. An Am-
erican irying to' get some repairs
done reports most willing laborers
can't work more than four hours.
After that they 'get ‘confused and
wobbly from hunger. With few ex-
ceptions, the population is hungry.
On October 15. the ration was raised
to the low level of last winter, but
last week in Frankfort it reached
only 1,300 calories instead of 1,550.

“...With no peace yet in sight and
no visible prospect of any but the
most homeopathic doses of economic
stimulant, it looks as though their
term of punishment will last for a
long time to come.”

J. K.

-
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Write to Box 221 for information.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Maln 5t.
Open’ meetings on Sunday evenings.
On  Thursday, November 21, Al-
BERT GOLDMAN, former attorney
for Leon Trotsky, will speak on “For
o' Socialist America”™ at Labor Action
Hall, 639 Main St. Refreshments.
LABOR ACTION can be bought at
newsstand at Chippéwa and Delaware
Avenues,

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. \L‘[adlson,

2nd floor, Chicago T.
Telephone—CHEsapeanke G708

Office hours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day eveninga.

Serkes of 6 classes in “Problems of
Socialism" every Friday night.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Thuraday at
8:00 p.m. in Carnegie Hall, 1220 Huron
Road.

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-
day—definite headquar ters not yet es-
tablished.

Youth socials are held every }-'1 lday
or Saturday night.

‘Buy LABOR ACTION and the ‘\Tew
Tnternational in Cleveland at Wheat-
man's store, 719 Prospect Ave., down-
town,

For fiirther information write PPI—
nard Douglas, P. 0. Box 1190, Sta. 1.,
Cleveland, Ohio,

DETROIT

Headquarters, 3773 Gratlot (at Mt.
Elllott). .

‘Office hours: 11 am.-3 p.m., Tues-
days, Wednesdays and. Thursdays.
Class in "Fight for Socialism" every

Thursday at 11:30 a.m.

LOS ANGELES

Haedquarters at.316% W. Pico near
Olive. Telephone Richmond 7-3230.

Office hours: 12 to 3 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday and Fridiy.

LOUISVILLE

New International on sale at Eilers
Bookshop, between Liberty and Jef-
ferson on 3rd.

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert

LDurant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK ;
HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.
OFFICE HOURS: 'Tuesday—3 to 6

p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 38 p. m.;

Saturday—3 to 4 p. m..

Newark newsstands:

‘41 Barclay St

168 Belmont Ave,

Stand, Market and Mulberry, north-
east corner

NEW YORK CITY ;

CITY OFTFICE—114 W(N;t 14th St.
—Open all day until 7:00 p.m. Tele-
plhione: CHelsea 2- 9681

MANHATTAN — Meets every Wed-

nesday at §:00 pm Third floor, 11-1 W.
14th St.

- HARLEM—Meets every Wednesday
at 8:00 p.m. Workers Party Headquar-. .
ters, 2143  Seventh Ave., Room 106
(nedr 127th St.). d =

BEROOKLYN DOWNTOWN — Meets
every Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. Work-
ers Party Headquarters, 276 Fulton
St., 2nd Floor.

"READING

LABOR ACTION and The Neiv In-
ternntional are sold at mewssinnd at
Fitii and Penn Streets, mouthwest
corner,

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the*® Workers Party uad-

 dress: P. O. Box 1671,
L v . . F,
Regular class on the

“Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism' ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA "

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).

WP ‘Branch meets Tuesday
nings at 8.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:;00 p.m.

eV

cents.
~ FALL FORUM SERIES at Labor
Action Hall, 1139 W. Girard Ave.

MAX SHACHTMAN will

“Russia- Since 1917” on Friday, Rjo-

vember 29, 8§ p.n. All readers and

friends of LABOR ACTION are in-

vited to attend. :
LABOR ACTION on sale at Iolluw- ;

ing newsstands:

. E. cor. 11th and Walnut Sts.

W. cor. 13th and Market Sts.

E. cor, Broad and Arch Stas.

. Ii..cor. 15th and Market Sts.

. cor. $9th and Market Sts.

N. E. cor. 16th and Seyvbert Sta.

5. W. cor. Kengington and Alleghe-
ny Aves.

Nr. N. E. cor. Broad St. and Girard
Ave,

speak on

mzzzz

NEW INTERNATIONAL on sale at

following newsstands:

. N. B. cor. 11th and Walnut Sts.
N. W. cor. 13th and Market. Sts.
N. E. cor. Broad and Arch Sts.
N E. cor. Iﬁl‘.h and Ma.rket Sts,

SAN FRANCISGO BAY AREA

For information on the activities of
the Workers Party in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, write “Labor Action, .
P. 0. Box 435, Berkeley, Calif.” v

LABOR ACTION and.New Interna-
tional may be purchased at 2059 Fill-
more St., San Francisco; Golden Gate

News Agency, 81 3rd St.; Mc‘[)onuld'é'

Bookstore, 867 Mission St.

In Berkeley: Whelens, Bancroft anﬁ
Telegraph. L)

SEATTLE

For information regarding the
Workers Party Branch and LABOL
ACTION, ' write' to Workers Party,
PO Box 143, U. 8. Post Office, Seattle:
5, Wash. :

[ ]
For infermation of Workers Tarty"
Addresses md ax_twnus in eities not-
lisfed above, 'write to Workers Tar LY,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y.

——  PRESS MANASER'S

NEW INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN:

8Y HENRY JUDD ~

In previous columns, we have urged all LABOR. ACTION agents to
pitch in and help out'our sister publication] The New International, during
the expansion and subscription campaign of the magazine. Some of our
agents have responded to this call, but far from enough. The New Inter-'
national has informed us that its eampaign is off 'to'a slow start, as of now,
and it is anxious to get all the assistance and help it can. Nobody is more
qualified than'a LABOR ACTION' representative to help in this worthy job,
and we urge all of them to participate. Subscriptions and plans for expan-
sion are right in line with the experience and. training of our LABOR
ACTION. And write us how you are helping out on the campaign.

BILLS, BILLS AND BILLS:

Al agents of LABOR ACTION have by now recewed the latest bﬂ]s; on;

their LABOR ACTION aceount. We have been forced to warn several
a,gehts that, due te negligence on their part in meeting obllgatmns, they are
in danger of having their bundle orders cut off.- Their credit has been ex-
hausted. We hope these agents will take immediate steps to get back into
good stanclmé- by sending in substantial payments.

£

Last week was another excellent week for subscnptwns and renewals
for LABOR ACTION. New York City blossomed forth with an excellent
showing, and Chicago and Newark did almost as well, Here is the list for

the past week:

‘NEW YORK CITY ... S

Newark
Chicago ...
San Pedro' ...
"San Francisco
“Detroit ©..... .
Minnesota .
‘Cleveland
‘Los Angeles ...
“Stréater, HI.
% Miscellaneous

............... T T R LI o o |

| Wani-fo .Su.bscr"i'be to
THE NEW EIGHT-PAGE
LABOR

4 Couri Square. Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Namie: v s

JICTIsON

ATATOBE, ocvivainisimaiimiimosssim i v i — NP
CItY woovvvvmmmssmsesmsssmssmssssssssssesianssssssssesssss ZODGvvvvrrres Stale........ RIL a4
50 Cents for Six Months $1.00 for a Year |
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France, and Belgium because they would lead to the setting up
of “colonial territories,” and would violate “the principles of
the: United Nations Charter, which. establishes a trusteeship
system oveér non-setf—gwea ning tsm1tomes including former
mandates.” ;

‘But while Russia is deeply concerned. about trusteeships
for “non-self-governing territories including former man-
dates,” she has herself ‘gobbled up states which were self-
governing, thus violating every democratic principle of self-
determination and national freedom. She incorporated the
Baltic States, parts of Finland, Poland, and other Eastern
" European territory. And while Russia is right in her criticisms
of her rivals, they are also right about her. Having acceded to
Russia’s territorial seizures, the Western powers are a little
taken aback that the Isussians won't grant their demands.

2. General Smuts and South-West Africa: As part of the
general problem of trusteeships but standing apart because of
its special character is the proposal of Africa’s leader, Field
Marshal Smuts, that South-West Africa, over which it holds
a mandate, shall be annexed to it. and not placed under
a UN trusteeship. In defending his pro- o

posal for annexation, Smuts declared that Wants His, Too!
200,160 (!) of the 303,850 natives had
been consulted oh their wishes in the mat-
 ter (how, when, where and by whom has
not been declared). We can easily imagine
the manner in which they were consulted
_ by Smuts’ Jim Crow government which is
notorious for its racial practices. The
sanetimonious Smuts was _roundly at-
tacked by Delegate Herard C. L. Rey of

Africa are accompanied by a brutal, vicious system of ex-
ploitation of the native population, who are herded into ghettos
beggaring description. The natives have no right to organize
and assemble; they have no right to free speech or free press;
they are subject to curfew laws which make it impossible for
them to do anything except to slave for their white exploiters.
If this South African Bilbo ‘won his proposal, it would merely
place several hundred thousand more natives under the heel of
the gang of unconscionable exploiters for whom he speaks.

{P.S. Smuts is not alone. The United States has its own
Smutses at Lake Success who never fail to rise and deliver
perorations about democracy and freedom. Why not? They
make those speeches in the very South where democracy is only
for the white population—and not all whites either. They make
those speeches on election day when the poll tax rules thes
South, when Negroes are not permitted to vote, and when the
tiny well-knit political machines of the Southern bourbons or-
ganize and “win” their elections. But if these hypoeritical
speeches are good enough for the South, they're good enough
for the UN. It is intcrestmg to note also that no representa-
tives of the “great nations” rose to say a word about Smuts’
proposition!)

as being fascist.”

same thing, a
police would like to get

3. Refugees and Democracy: Poor Mrs. Roosevelt! There is
no doubt that she is an honest and earnest liberal. But like all
liberals she has her head square up against an impenetrable
barrier. She tries hard to achieve what she reecsards as re=l
freedom and democracy in an imperialist:capitalist world
which is the very antithesis of these. Her popularity in the
United States with the people at large is-due to her interven-
tion. on many demoeratic and trade union questions in favor of
the workers, the Negroes and other discriminated minorities.
She is a “do-gooder” (this is not meant to be entirely deroga-
tory) in the decaying, rotting society in which she believes.

turn to the hell of his r
return know what fate awaits them if they do: the NKVD
prisons, convict labor camps, forced labor and death.

WHAT-PARADES AS “DEMOCRACY” AT LAKE SUCCESS

huntmg- ground.

‘Marstsm and the Jewish Qll.le*;tlon"
'opens a new discussion in the No-
vember issue of The New Inteérna-
“tional. Although this discussion does

ot present the first Marxist writ-
ings on the question, what makes this
discussion so necessary, even urgent,
- is the entirely changed situation of
i the .Tewlsh people, especially those
ot Europe, as-a result of the rise of
Naz:sm and its aftermath.” At one
- time it was possible for the revolu-
_tlionary movement to propose as the
solution. of the Jewish question the

crmntries, today in the era of capi-
' talist decay, Jewish national strivings
dominate the masses of Jews and are
' not merely the concern of Zionist
. «sects.

. The. New International campaign
* ‘is slowly but surely getting under
. way. This campaign, to increase the
“circulation of the magazine by 500
new! subscrlptmns and by increasing
‘tbundle orders, is getting =further
:_{mpport fromjthe agents of the mag-
-’amne. As of now, subsecriptions have
' “eome in from Newark, New York,
Chicago, San Francisco and Detroit.
- Other branches of the Workers Par-
'ty have begun to. work on this cam-
3 ‘palgn :

- Last week, the November issue of
" The New Iﬂtematwnal was mailed
out to all distributers. In New York
City’s boroughs of the Bronx and
- Manhattan, 700 copies of the No-
~vember issue have been placed on
‘newsstands, with prospects for ex-
‘cellent sales. The Editorial Depart-
“ment of The New International is

forthcoming December issue of the
magazine, which we intend to have
out by December 1st. This will mark
. the half-way point in the campaign,
“scheduled to end on January 1, 1947.

‘Last week we told how' organizer
Be‘rg of the Newark Workeis Party
branch’ was the proud obtainer of
“the ' first. ‘subseription to this cam-
palgn But New International agent

Haiti> and José Mendose of: Guatemala.
Prior 'to this outburst, Indian delegates
‘submitted Smuts and ti'le South African
. government to a proper dreSSmg down for
+ the peliey of diserimination they practme
“in-what they regard as a. “whlte man’s”

- The author of this annexatmmst pro-
~ posal is updoubtedly the- ancient Field
.Marshal, once an opponent of British rule in South Africa and
. now one of its outstanding imperialist spokesmen, Like all late
. canverts he outdoes his sponsors., On holiday occasions Smuts
makes learned speeches about the new era of “democracy and
the right of freedom for all peoples.” But in practice, he is the
‘head of one of thé most vicious “white supremacy” govern-
mients in the world. Some of its practices are even worse than
these employed in the South in the U. 8. As is to be expected,
: i‘dce diserimination, Jim Crow and white chauvinism in South

asmmllation of the! Jews in their. owri:

now hard at work preparing the
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Russia (

Three diﬁerxng vsewpomts are pre-
sented. Thus The New International
demonstrates again that it is vitally
interested in grappling with all ap-
proaches to problems. Avoiding arid
orthodoxy, with its day - in - day - out
repetition of outlived formulae, the
magazines seeks the answer to new
problems by applying the method of
Marxism. In offering three points of
view on this thorny problem the NI
hopes . to- arouse thought and discus-
sion leading to the best possible so-
lution.

The first article is: the resolution,
of the National Commiftée of the

Workers Party, adopted May, 1946.
Headed “Free " immigration every-
where: A free Palestine with ma-
jority rule,” it -develops its ideas in a

NI Sub Campaign
Gets Into Motion

Herman Miles of Chicago was not

. far behind Comrade Berg!

At 4:30 ami (note—a.m.) on last
Sunday morning, the Business Man-
ager was enjoying a sound sleep.

Suddenly, came a loud ringing of his

bell, together with a heavy pounding
on his door. Staggering out of bed,
your Business Manager opened the
door and there stood Comrade Her-
man of Chicago, waving two filled
in subseription blanks to The New
International, and demanding to

" know where was the November issue.

After exerting extreme self-con-
trol, the Business Manager invited
Comrade Herman in and attempted
to mollify him. It seems that Her-
‘man had become tired of waiting for
his November bundle, and had flown
in from Chicago to see what the
trouble was! Also, he had hoped to
be the first to get in his new sub-

scriptions—actually, he was only a -

few hours behind Newark.

We appreciate such energy and ef-
fort on the part of New Interna-
tional agents, but Herman — next

_time can you make it a little later?

At any rate, our comrade is really on

the job during the campaign, and -

tops the list of those competing for
the prize offered to the best agent
for work on the campaign.
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And that is the basis of her contradictions and her inconsisten-

Right now, Mrs. Roosevelt is a member of the Social, Hu-
manitarian and Cultural Committee of the UN. At one of its
‘sessions, she became embroiled in a dispute with that notorious
democrat, Russian Vice-Foreign Minister Andrei Vishinsky,
who was a leading participant in the judicial murder of hun-
dreds of Old Bolsheviks during the Moscow' Trials. Vishinsky
and the Russians oppose the formation of an International
Refugee Organization to assist the resettlement of hundreds of
thousands of refugees throughout Europe, vast numbers of
whom refuse to return to their former countries. The reason
usal is that in most cases it means returning to
h Baltic States and annexed Poland) or territories
under the control of the NKVD and the Russian army. '

‘Mrs. Roosevelt defended the right to the refugees to refuse
to return to their former homelands on the grounds that in
many cases these homelands no longer existed as free and inde-

series of twelve points, "The struggle
for the defense of the Jewish people,
of their full economic, political and
social-equality and against all forms
of  anti-Semitism’ is...an integral
part of ‘the struggle in defense of de-
mocraFy and civilization, a struggle
which ﬂnds its only complete expres-
sion in “the struggle for socialism.”
“The resolutlon states further that
the aspiratwns o_f growing Jewish na-
tionalism for a térritory in Palestine
are “the legitimate, democratic yearn-
ings of a people long subjected to

-oppression and:discrimination.” While

the: achievement of a’ Jéwish state
under capitalism is a reactionary Uto-
pia, revolutionary Marxists must
champion the right of the Jews to
immigrate to Palestine. The struggle
for a free Palestine can be waged
only on the basis of Jewish-Arab
unity, which finds its concrete politi-
cal expression in the demand for the
immediate convocation of a Constit-
uent Assembly. But the successful
struggle against imperialism — the
Anglo - American and Russian—as
well as against the Jewish bourgeoi-
sie and Arab landlords can be led
only, by a powerful revolutionary
Marxist party in Palestine.

Albert and Edward Findley are
the signers of the second article, “As-
similation Utopian: Self - Determina-
tion of the Jews.” They agree with
much of the National Committee’s
resolution. Their main divergence is
over the relationship of the struggle
for a territorial solution to the Jew-
ish question and the struggle for so-
cialism. They deny that the territorial
solution is utopian or reactionary.
While they propose a call for the
immediate establishment of a Con-
stituent Assembly, they point out
that it is no more than a first step.
In order to answer the “fundamental
question of how and on what politi-
cal basis to resolve the conflict be-
tween Arab and Jewish nationalism”
they propose that the demand for a
Constituent Assembly be linked “to a
clear demand for a bi-national (Jew-
ish-Arab) Palestine, in which the na-
tipnal right of both peoples is equally
acknowledged. Anti-imperialism and
bi-nationalism are the two sides of
the Palestine coin of national libera-
tion.”

W. Brooks, author of the third ar- -

ticle, maintains that “Palestine has
been inhabited by the Arabs and is
part of their national territory....It
is only a question of time when a
powerful movement for national lib-
eration and unification will set in.
It will be a progressive movement
whether it is led by feudal-capitalists

\
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or.not; whether it ¢an or cannot suc-
ceed . without. a victorious . socialist
movement.” On the other hand, “Zi-
onism, as all va.netles of Jew1sh na-
tionalism, is based on racialist ideol-
ogy” . and, there{pra, reactionary.
This, he states, is. the reality of the
situation today, permea_tlng all strata
of the Jews. He proposes. that the
revolutionary movement in recogniz-
ing the plight of the Jewish_people,
supports their right to immigrate to
any country, except Palestine, where
Arab rights take precedence. Further,
he calls upon thedewmh workers to

antages . ﬂnwmg
from their better equipment, better
education and the funds which have
flowed and will flow in the future

into the country from abroad and to

lend conditional support of the right
of the exclusive use of the Arab lan-
guage in all institutions which the
Arabs will hereby acquire.”

Also in the November issug is an

Imperialist Conflicts Sharpened in UN Arena
Over Trusteeships, Colonies and Refugees - -

pendent nations, and because these refugees feared reprisals

. against them. But Vishinsky, displaying that same fiendish
zeal with which he called for the death of those who made the
Russian Revolution which he opposed, entered into a dispute
with Mrs. Roosevelt on the right of these people to refuse to
return and on the meaning of democracy. At one pointyin the
debate, Mrs. Roosevelt declared:

“I gather that Mr. Vishinsky felt that any who did not wish
to return to their homelands must of mecessity be fascist. I
talked to a great many of these people who do not strike me

This is not news. Anyone acquamted with the Stalinist
school of falsification knows that in its simplification of politics
one is either a pro-Stalinist, or a pro-fascist, or, what is the
“Trotskyist mad dog.” Certainly Stalin’s secret
l?lc:l of the refugees who refuse to re-

le. And the refugees who refuse to

. To the new ruling class in Russia this is all democracy.
More precisely, their type of democracy. What a travesty! The
revolutionary socialist movement—bitter foes of Stalinism—
are the outstanding champions of democracy: the right to free .
speech, free orgamzntwn, free assembly. For revolutionary
socialists, genuine democratie rights are an indispensable part.
of the struggle for socialism. Because genuine democracy is
resisted and curtailed by ecapitalist - ‘society it is somethmg
always to be fought for and defended. But in the universal
social decay of present times, Stalin’s Russia—that prison of
the peoples where no one dares speak out the truth, write what
he believes, or‘organize an independent meeting, let alone a
pohtlcal party or fraternal socaety—ls represented as a gen-

Because the Stalinists have perverted the idea of demoec-
racy as they have every principle of revolutionary socialism,
Mrs. Roosevelt, the liberal defender, and advocate of capitalism,
is able to defend this system as “democratic.” The net result of
all this is confusion of the people at large Loukmg at Lake
Success from a distance one sees:

“Democratic” imperialism: a world of class exploitation,
colonial_persecution, racial discrimination, military rule, poll
tax elections, Jim Crow practices, outlawing of strikes, sup-
pression of freedom—all of it mixed up with a bit of demoeratic
rights depending on the richness of the countries involved
and the state of class organization and struggle. This is rep-
resented as “pure” democracy!

Stalinist imperialism: a world of dlctatorshlp and the rule
of the secret police; no democratic rights whatever, a new
exploitation of the peoples under the rule of counter-revolu-
tionary parties, the prison or death for opponents. And this is
represented as the “new’” democracy!

"‘@'Mamsm and Jewish Question” in November NI

article by Shirley Lawrence entitled
“The Myth of German Character.” It
is the first of two articles which deal
with the psychological and historical
development of the German people.
Answering the critics of the German
people who provide ideological aid to
the rutheless Allied K subjugation of
Germany, the author takes up the so-
cial and historical conditions that in-
fluence German thought and action.
H. Leder answers Henry Judd on
Germany in an article called “Why
the Germans Failed to Revolt.,” A re-

_buttal by Judd follows.

' “Unemployment. atceleratéd llke a
snowball . ... reaching 2,500,000 by
mid-July,” is one of the important
facts in an eyewitness account of
Italy since liberation by Jack Armor.
Reports on the revolutionary move-
ment in South Africa, India and
France; book review of Karl Kaut-
sky's “Social - Democracy vs. Com-
munism” round out the issue.

New International Is
A Socialist Weapon

By J. R. JOHNSON
Every society lives, or more pre-

cisely, thinks, according to a body of .

ideas. .And one of the signs of the
breakdown of a society is the fact
that the ideas by which it lives' are
questioned on all sides. That is hap-
pening to us today. Can “free enter-
prise” survive another depression?
Is depression inevitable under the
system of “free enterprize”? Can
any state today escape a govern-
ment-controlled economy? Is such an
economy the  sure road to totali-
tarianism? What kind of commun-
nism exists in Russia? The religious
parties that have sprung up all over
Western Europe; do they represent
a new religious age? And, most im-
portant perhaps of all, is it impos-
sible for mankind to live withopt
war?

Now the capitalist press today is
distinguished by the fact that it is
in complete chaos on these questions.
People like Samuel Grafton and
Marquis Childs of - the New York
‘Post, Dorothy Thompson, the fa-
mous columnist, and others freely
confess their bankruptey and des-
pair. They don’t give the advice, the
analysis, the historical inferences,
the hopes for the future that they
formerly poured out so fluently.
They say point blank “The crisis is
beyond us. We do not know what 1o
do. We do not know what to think.
We are miserable. If only people
would think differently or act differ-
ently., But we know that they won’t.
The prospect is bleak.”

Thus confusion is the cause of our
confidence. Marxism and Marxists
are not bewildered by the crisis. We
foresaw it, we said so, we traced it,
we have always been and are today
more than ever confident of the
truth of our way out—the world
socialist revolution.

That is why today The New Inter-
national stands out among the theo-
retical journals of the day, 1ts writers
all have as their foundation the con-
tinuing decline of capitalist society
and the solution of its ills by prole-
tarian revolution. Thus problems, dis-
asters, unforseen events, defeats and
victories can be analyzed without
wailing, defeatism, pessimism, des-
pair. »

The writers often disagree, we

" make mistakes, we often have ‘to re-

vise our estimates and our analyses.
But our fundamental perspective is
not only justfied by events. History
daily shows us that there is no other
serious alternative—workers’ power,
socialism, a new world or the de-
scent into totalitarian barbarism.

The New International writers,
guided by these principles, resisted
the. war. Hence we and our readers
are not deceived or disappointed by
the shameful peace, or rather in-
ability to make peace. We know the
futility of supporting either Repub-
licans or Democrats. We are neither
deceived nor disappointed at their
treacheries, follies or failures. In-
stead The New International bases
itgelf always upon the movements of
the proletariat.

The CIO, the AFL, the poor farmers,
the Negroes, the lower middle class-
es, the same people and types of or-
ganization abroad, these are our
foundation. We study them, analyze
them, advocate policy, build our

"whole life upon them, what they are,

what they were, what they will be.

Every worker, embittered, disap-.

pointed, confused, bewildered by the
capitalist chaos around him can find
a stable support, a clear philosophy,
and that confidence which comes
from understanding, in the pages of
The New Internatmnal.

It Happened Last
Week in Greece...

e Ten workers were killed and nine more wounded by royalist gangs
in the section around Trikkala.

e Thirty-three workers and peasants were killed, 80 wounded and
40 captured by government troops in Central Greece.

e Thirteen persons were killed by government forces at Vyricika.
® A trial of 59 soldiers and civilians, accused of treason to the state,
began this week at Volos. One of those being tried is General Psiaris.

servative) Liberal Party in Volos.

e A military tribunal in Gianitza condemned two “radicals” to death.
Execution, carried out.

® The court of the city of Patras condemned 11 members of the ELAS
(resistance movement during occupation) to death. These 11 persons
were charged with killing 40 gendarmies (cops) during the period
when Greece was occupied by Hitler's army. During the occupation
{ the gendarmes were the eyes, ears and bloodhounds of the German
occupation forces.

e Nineteen persons were killed by fascist bands-in the village of
Xiopotamos near Grevena. |

e To offset foreign criticism, the government has brought to trial a
few of the leaders of the Security Battalion. The Security Battalion
was made up of Greek faséaqts who openly collaborated with the Ger-
man occupation authorities in trying to destroy the underground
movement. At the trial, these fascist leaders of the Security Battalion
are using as their defense that they wanted to save Greece from
communism. As part of their defense they have produced evidence
that during the December Uprising in 1944, they were used by the
Papandreou Government and: the British to ﬁg‘nt against the workers.
Nobody in Greece expects anything serious will happen to these
fascists. il
o The military tribunal in Salonika sentenced the editors of the EAM
newspaper “New Ppon?" s Voice” to life imprisonment for publishing
“inflammatory articles.” % |
® The editor of the Athenian newspaper “Free Greece” was sentenced
to five months in prison and fined 400,000 drachmas for criticizing

His crime is that he heads the anti-monarchist (but otherwise con--"

the economic policies of the Mlmster of Coordination.

Which Way for the Jewish

People: Zicnist Politics
Or Socialist Struggle ?

By AL FINDLEY

Early in September the conserva-
tive bourgeois press of Palestine
started its campaign to have the Jews
of the United States vote Republican
and thus punish the Democrats for
their “treachery” to the Jewish cause.
These attempts had little effect on the
general Zionists. During the election
campaign the Zionists stressed criti-
cism of the Truman policy, but never
actually broke with the Democrats.
Truman's Yom Kippur statement,
urging .the admission of 100,000 Jews
into Palestine, was hailed. by the
Zionists. :

Even: the mild Zionist criticism was
too strong for the local Stalinists.
Through the Jewish Labor Council,
one of their front organizations, they
published a statement accusing the
Zionists of aiding reaction—complete-
ly neglecting the fact that the bulk
of the bourgeois leaders of American
Zionism are still tied to the tails of
the same Democratic Party which
they, too, were supporting.

The onty open endorsement of the
Republican Party came from the Re-
‘visionists—a reactionary, semi-fascist
tendency in Zionism—who denounced
the Democrats for their inaction Aur-
ing Hitler's terror, for Roosevelt’s ac-
ceptance of the 1939 White Paper, for
Roosevelt's promise to Ibn Saud, for
the loan to Britain, efc. The Revision-
ists look to the United States to use
its position as senior partner in the
Anglo-Ametican 1mperlah‘it combine,
to force its will on the junior partner
—Britain.

In turn, the supporters of Rabbi
Stephen Wise in ‘the Ziomst moye-,
ment justify their aid to the Deémo-
crats by pointing to Republican in-
difference to the fate of the Jewys un-
der Hitler, to the facts that the Re-
publicans agreed to the first partition
of Palestine in 1921 and that a Re-

publican Congress passed the worst

anti-immigration laws in 1924.

For our part, we agree with both—
neither the Democrats nor the Re-
publicans are interested in the Jew-
ish people, except insofar as it will
help garner a few votes, or insofar as
their “interest” will enable them to
use the Jews as pawns in the impe-
rialist game iof power politics.

Thes bourgeois Zionists— liberals
and conservatives — have taken their
stand with one or the other of the
capitalist parties.

THE . “SOCIALIST” ZIONISTS

The so-called Socialist Zionists, the
left-wing Hashomer Hatzair and the
reformist Paole Zion continue to ex-
ist in the stratosphere and refuse to
sully their hands with “politics,” giv-
ing no support to ANY working class
parties or candidates.

The inaction of these latter organ-
izations flows from the false Zionist
concept that nothing effective can be
done for the Jews outside of Pales-
tine and that the Jewish problem and
U. S. politics are separate. A tragic
example of this false philosophy can
be seen in the attitude of the Zionists
toward demanding the admission of
refugees to the United States. While
LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party, mindful of the desperate need
of the displaced persons, has demand-
ed that the United States open its
doors, the Zionists remain silent on
this proposal.

Granting the Zionist assurlnption
‘that Palestine can accommodate from
two to six million Jews within a
few generations—what is their an-
swer to the problems of the nine mil-
lion Jews who will have to live else-

where? Shall they submit meekly to
anti-Semitism.

Anti - Semitism has deep historic
and religious roots and exists in la-
tent or potential form among rhii-
lions. In times of deep social crisis,
these latent ideas take on overt and
gutspoken forms. Capitalism is in the
.greatest social crisis of all history.
We therefore find that anti-Semitism
takes the most extreme and totalitar-
ian forms, as in Germany. Support
of, or compromise with the breeddr
of anti-Semitism, is a betrayal of the
Jews.

It is not. simply a.question, as some
put it, of “Why should the Jews fight
for the interests of others”? Those
Jews who are fighting for socialism
are fighting not merely for others
but also for their .own personal sur-
vival and for the survival of their
people.

Bven if all the Jews could enter
Palestine in the near future, what
would be the fate of this small coun-
try in a world dominated by capitalist
and Stalinist imperialism? The daily
papers of the last few months have
painted a grim picture and are im-
pressing it into even the hardest head
—that such a world offers no hope for
peace and independence from outside
interference.

THE ROLE OF LABOR

“What about the British Labor gov-

‘ernment?"
reactionaries, and some 1e11egade 50-
cialists. J. Lischinsky, wriling in the
Yidisher Kempfer, says:
- “The Attlees and the- Bevins have
shown...that even socialists do not
stop at any cruelty when they are
dealing “with Jews. Therewith they
have demonstrated for the entire
working class that their socialism is
only holiday phrases to be thrown
out root and branch. when they con-
flict with the imperialist interests of
their nation.”

The logical inconsistency of lhis
argument is apparent from the writs
er's own words. He condemns the
British Labor Party for sacrificing its
socialism for nationalism, for depant-.
ing from socialist anti-imperialist
principles and for accommodating it-
self to an imperialist set-up. At the

. same time, Lischinsky himself com-

pletely embraces nationalism as the
sole guiding principle of action,

In the same way, the Jewish na-
tionalists, reformist-liberals and Re-
visionists, are as guilty as the British
Labor Party because they too wor-
ship nationalism and accommodate
themselves to imperialism in one way
or another.

The only road for the Jews of the
U. 'S, individually or as a .group, is
to support and join in the socialist
struggle to destroy capitalist 1mpe-
rialism.

NO REPORT YET ON
SHACHTMAN VOTE

‘We have as yet been unable to

record of the vete for the Workers
Party candidate, Max Shachtman,
in the 15th Congressional District
of Brooklyn. On the day of voting,

is phoned to the Board and re-
leased to the press. It sometimes
takes weeks, sometimes months,
before a report is issued on the
ballotting for minority parties. As
soon as we receive the informa-
tion it will be published in LA-

is the cry raised by the.

gét from the Board of Elections a' !

only the vote of the big parties |

BOR ACTION.
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