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Says E. R.

(Address by Ernest Rice Me-
Kinney, national secretary of the
Workers Party, and its candidate
for Congress in the 22nd Congres-
sional District’ of New York, over
Station WLIB on Saturday, Octo-
ber 5, at 1 p.m.)

‘We live'in a strange country.

Thousands of head of cattle
graze'on the cattle ranches.

There are tons and tons of meat
available on the hoof. But the
ranchers won’t sell it.

The multi - million dollar meat
packing companies won't slaugh-
ter it. d

Only the very rich can afford
to buy it on the black market.
And you and I can't get any of it.

This situation has not prevailed
for two days; it has prevailed now
for more than two weeks.

What has the government in
Washington done to see that you
and I get some meat? Have they
seized the million dollar meat
. packing plants? No. They have
not even THREATENED to do so.
The packers do not want any gov-
ernment control, '

They want you and me to pay
black market prices for their meat.
And by doing nothing, the govern-
ment is permitting the meat
packers to smash OPA control of
meat. You and I know how weak
and ineffectual this control has
been lately. But the corporations
don’t even want this little bit of
control. They want to charge
prices as they pléase.‘_

I live in a part of the Borough
of Manhattan called Harlem. Most
of the people living in Harlem
are Negroes. Negroes are among
the poorest people in New York
City. When jobs are scarce. Ne-
groes are among the last to get
jobs. When meat is scarce, Negroes
are among the last to get meat.

Meat Crisis Calls
For Drastic Action,

" Party, 114 West 14th Street, New

McKinney

I am running for Congress from
the 22nd Congressional District,
namely, from Harlem. The people
of Harlem have had a representa-
tive in Congress for the past.two
years. He is a Democratic Party
congressman. You and I would
think that he, in particular, would
want to do something drastic
about the meat situation. You
would think that he would pro-
pose nationalization of the meat
industry.

If you thought these things you
would be wrong. Neither he nor
the Democratic Party is willing to
take any drastic steps to solve the
meat shortage. None of the capi-
talist politicians, Democrat or Re-
publican are willing to take any
drastic measures against the meat
shortage.

But the Workers Partly does pro-
pose such drastic action. The
Workers Party proposes national-
ization of the meat industry under
workers’ control. The Workers
Party proposes housewives' com-
mittees and trade union commit-
tees to police prices.

The Workers Party proposes
that the people do not depend on
Democratic and Republican poli-
ticians to solve the meat shortage.

The Workers Party proposes
that the people form a genuine
Labor Party independent of the
Democratic and Republican poli-
ticians.

We cannot in this short talk give
you our complete program. We
will gladly send you a copy of our
election platform if you send your
name and address to the Workers

York 11, N. Y.

A 'vote for the Workers Party
candidates, Max Shachtman in
the 15th Congressional District,
Braoklyn, and Ernest Rice McKin-
ney in the 22nd Cengressional Dis-
trict, Manhattan will show that
you too want action, not words.
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2 Negroes Sentenced

To-L

By EVA EVANS |
The Southern system of White
premacy and “Lynch” Justice
(st -have its victims, regardless of
e circumstances and the evidence
resented in its f'r‘ame up prials.

| Thus, an all-white jury, inoluding

members of the KKK, has found two
Negroes guilty of attempted murder
in the first degree for the Columbia,
Tennessee, disorders last February
25, when two Negroes were killed
defending themselves against white
policemen, four of whom were
wounded.

Those convicted on this charge
were Robert Gentry, 24 years old,
and John McKivens, 26. The jury
recommended sentences against them
of “not more than 21 years in the
penitentiary.”™ i

All 23 others of the accused were
acquitted, clearly because of a lack
of evidence so total in nature that

o \
_ An_ grticle by E. R. McKinney “on
the Tennessee trial appears on page
6 of this issue.
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even tlns “hanging jury” felt unable
to do anything but let them go. The
prosecutioti, headed by a notorious
Negro baitéer named Bumpus, were
reported - stunned by this acquit-
tal of 23 out of &5, Mr. Bumpus,
in ‘his summdtion to the jury, had
demanded a verdict of guilty for all
the defendants and had violently
tiraded against “carpetbaggers, rab-
ble-rousers and traitors” whom he
claimed were crucifying American
ideals!

Bumpus' summary was denounced
by defense attorney Maurice Wea-
ver, representative of the National
Asgsociation for the Advancement of,
Colored People, as an attempt “to
pick up where o white mob left of
last February and make this a legal

. lynching.

As Mr. Weaver, said in his sum-
mary, “The Attorney General has
not produced one shred of evidence
which -proves these men pulled the

“triggers of the guns which wounded

the policemen, yet day after day the

. state has ruthlessly and relentlessly *

pressed down on the heads of these
defendants.”

By releasing 23 of the 25 aceused,
the jury in effect admitted the sub-

stantial correctness of this charge
by the defense. Yet it found two men

guilty. Why? The reason is that
these two men were the only men

whose names were linked or connect-
ed in any way whatever with the
actual indidents of the shooting. A
Negro girl witness, testifying for
the state, had maintained that she
heard them say they had shot a
policeman.

Later, under cross-examination,
she not only repudiated this state-
ment—saying she didn't know what
they had said—but also testified that
her testimony had been obtained un-
der threat of arrest and other meas-
ures of intimidation. Yet it was on
the testimony of this woman exelu-
sively that these two meh face the
possibility of long prison terms!
The Southern system demands ifs
pound of flesh, irregardless of truth
and justice.

Defense attorneys for the NAACP
announced their intention to file an
appeal on behalf of Gentry and Mec-
Kivens. It seems likely that the ap-
peal must be granted and the case
tried by a higher court, or eventu-
ally ‘go to the Supreme Court. On
the basis of the evidence and testi-
mony presented, the state has little
chance of maintaining its conviction
of these two innocent men. The Co-
lumbia, Tennessee, affair seems to
be one of the flimsiest and most
flagrant “lyneh” cases ever organ-
ized by Southern reactionaries.

TWO MUST BE FREED!

A victory has not been won in
Columbia, Tennessee, with the free-
ing of 23 men so long as the remain-
ing two stand condemned by an all-
white lyneh jury. It is not simply 4
question of these two innocents, but
of striking an important blow at the
whale system behind such a trial.

As Vincent Sheean summarized it
(Herald Tribune, September £29),
“So far as I can tell by looking at
the record and by listening to the
case, there has never been any rea-
son given why these twenty-five men
were selected to be prosecuted. They
would appear to be, quite simply,
hostages for the whole Negro com-
munity, on the well known Nazi
prlnmple. happily not, yet admitted
in American- crimmal practice as a
whole, of collective responsibility.”
Twenty-three men have escaped the
vengeance of Southern “justice”;
two remain yet to be rescued.

verdicts. An ediicrlul on the
Page 4.

The Nuremberg Verdict

Turn to Page 3 of this issue of LABOR ACTION for a spe-
cial series of articles on the meaning of the Nuremberg

Nuremberg Court appears on
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Chicago Hearing Discusses Meat Shortage

WP Spokesman Tells Audience Nationalization of lndusfry Under Workers' Control Is Fundamenful Answer

CHICAGO, Oct. 6 —Four hundred
workers and housewives crowded
into the City Council chambers last
Tuaesday night to hear a panel of four
speakers discuss the meat shortage
crisis. Sponsored by the Stalinist-con-
trolled Committee for Price and Rent
Control, the meeting shorily devel-
oped into a “town-hall” discussion,
based upon the facts and figures pre-
sented by the speakers, chief among
whom in the eyes of the audience
was Ralph Helstein, president of the
United Packinghouse Workers Union,
CIO. In the discussion, Robert Fergu-
son, Chicago Workers Party organ-
izer, presented the WP’s position and
was warmly applauded.

The ﬁrst speaker, the chief enforce-
ment official of OPA in Chicago, gave
a defense of his bureaucratic admin-
istration nationally by attributing the
meat crisis today to the “tragic mis-
take” made by Congress in June
when OPA ended temporarily. He
very carefully insisted that this was
a “mistake” and not a conspiracy be-
tween Congress and the meat packing
industry, as has been charged by the
Packmghouse Union.

OPA OFFICIAL R.AMBLES

Larded with statistics on meat pro-
duction for many years, his speech
was listlessly received by the work-
ers and housewives, who were not in-
terested in apologies. He indicated
clearly, however, that all his expe-
rience has proved to him that the
black marketeers, about which the
public is so wrought up, are the reg-
ular retail dealers, and not some hole-
in-the-wall operators in a dark alley.

In other words, the whole retail-
ing system of capitalist enterprise,
with its exorbitant price chiseling,
constitutes the basis of the real black
market, He did not attack the big

packers,

One Way to Handle Prices!

Speaking allegedly as a “farmers’
representative,” Mr., Williams demon-
strated that from his contacts with

‘the farmers he understood dnd sym-

pathized with their holding cattle off
the market when they saw the gov-
ernment obviously was not interested
in holding the price ceilings. He at-
tacked the meat processors as the
big boys who were making all, the
profits today. '

Brother Helstein of the UPWA
stated the real issue to be the “fraud
perpetrated by Congress on the peo-
ple—a public relations job that it did
in relation to the November elec-
tions.” Today almost 50,000 members
of his union are unemployed because
of the shutoff of cattle coming from
the ranges. He denounced the hoard-
ing of meat in cold-storage supply by
restaurants and hotels, and demanded
a special session of Congress to re-
institute real price control, since the
responsibility for a solution of the
problem lies with the administration.

After several more speeches, Dem-
ocratic Congressional Representative
Martin Gorski, who hails from a
packinghouse workers’ neighborhood
and has received support from their
union politically, gave a rambling ha-
rangue in which he explained this
and analyzed that very nimbly, with-
out suceeding once in condemning
anyone, least of all the meat frust.
The meeting was growing restless as
the floor was thrown open to discus-
sion.

Thereupon ensued a lively discus-
sion from members of thé audience,
with demands that President Helstein
outline the program of his union to
solve the crisis. This he did, with
emphasis on the packinghouse work-
ers’ demand for nationalization of
the industry.

When resolutions were presented,
Herbert March, Stalinist regional di-
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rector of the UPWA, arose and de-
nounced the meat trust for having
utilized the government -seizure of
the packing ‘plants last spring to
break the strike. He pointed out that
the black market had continued in
operation even under that govern-
ment - seizure, and expressed the
thought that it would be different this
time if the government nationalized
the industry.

Robert Ferguson, Chicago organizer
of the Workers Party, then took the
floor, having been unable to obtain
it during the general discussion, and
presented an amendment to the na-
tionalization resolution in. the name
of the Workers Party. The amend-

Attack Black Market in Newark

NEWARK, Oct., 8—During the past
four weeks, unable to get any meat
except at black market prices, local
butchers have adopted trade union
tactics and organized flying picket
squads.

The New Jersey Independent Re-
tail Butchers’ Association .and  the
Federation of Kosher Butchers have
closed down all shops selling meat,
since none can now be obtained ex-
cept at over-ceiling prices.

The price chiselers, forgetting that
the black market is not “legal,”” have
called the police to dispel the pick-
ets. However, they were soon con-
vinced to close down.

SEARCH WHOLESALERS

The anti-black market
widened their search by
wholesale meat centers.

One McCarter Highway slaughterer
claimed to be selling at ceiling prices.

patrols
including

To prove if he broke hig heart and ..

AREHOUSES BU
PACKERS CREATE FAMINE!

By JERRY TODD

CHICAGO, Oct. 6—You can't buy a pound of decenl meat in uny
meat market in this city today. But the Chicage warehouses,
many of them owned by the packing trust, are bursting with meat.
Forty-five million pounds at a minimum, according to a survey
published two days ago by Marshall Field's Chicago Sun.
Earlier in the week a Sun reporter discovered 18,000,000
pounds of fresh meat in "blind storage” in just eight of the cify's
larger warehouses. Further disclosures revealed the larger fig-
ure. Since disclosures of stocks by warehouses are not compul- '
sory, "it was considered probable that the amount of meat held
off the market might be greater than the estimate of 45,000,000

rd ~

Answer Is

In Workers’
Control of
Meat Plants!

The article that appears along-
side this box reports the meat sit-
uation in Chicago. It reports a sit-
nation typical of the entire coun-
try. Investigations, for example,
have disclosed 6,000,000 pounds of
meat in a single Boston warehouse
and millions of pounds of meat in
New York.

The vital problem of food short-
ages and spiraling prices presents
itself, in effect, as a battle between
the people of the United States,
and the profiteers who act in con-
nivance with their agents in gov-
ernment. Therefore LABOR AC-
TION and"‘l!;le “Workers*Party say™

sNationalize the meat industry
under workers control!

¢ Requisition the meat!

¢ Organize cemmittees of wunion
representatives and housewives to
check on meat supplies and prices!

¢ Back the demands of the pack-
inghouse workers! '

¢ Demand wage increases WITH-
OUT price increases!

e Open the Books of the Corpo-
rations!

e Organize a GENUINE Labor

Party! Unite political action with
economic action!

\ : V4

ment called fuzj this natlonallzatmn
of the industry to be operated under
the control of the packing house
workers, since it was obvious, from
the speech by March that unl_e_i-'.s the
workers controlled the industry, nei-
ther the workers nor the general pub-
lic would benefit.

Ferguson spoke for reliance only
on workers’ committees of control, as
the government has already demon-
strated by its ineffective OPA and
reactionary Congress, that it cannot
be trusted to operate for the public
welfare. He concluded with an appeal
for popular price conirol committees
of housewives in neighborhoods to
back up the drive against the profit-

sold two steers, totaling 1,200 pounds
of beef to the pickets. The meat was
allocated to the City Hospital.

So far, the police ha.ve only “urged”
the butchers to break up into smaller
gmups Joseph Vian, presuient of the
Independent Retail Butchers’ Associ-
ation, said the self-policing of butch-
er shops was successful to date,

The 1Independent butchers are con-
sidering plans for co-operative buy-
ing and slaughtering of meat.

WANT GOVERNMENT ACTION
The New Jersey OPA, apparently
driven into some action, made several
token arrests of pricevviolating butch-
ers in Paterson. d

¢ Vian said the outlook for meat is
bleak, but if black market sources
are dried up, the government may
be forced by the public howl to take
action either by seizing meat off the
ranges or- by taking-away -all con-~

fight. Not an absénce of controls, but

pounds,” stated the Sun, add-
ing that "in every case wherein
cold storage houses divulged
figures, it was found that the
meat actually on hand in cold
rooms exceeded by thousands

of pounds the amounts estimated by
the Sun.”

PACKERS CAUGHT LYING

Publication of the fact that huge
stocks of fresh meat are being held.
off the market by the rapacious meat
trust has aroused to fury a meat«
starved populace.

The packers issued public excuses,
only to have those excuses 1mmed1-
ately exposed as lies.

For instance, the Sun listed the -
North American Cold Storage Co, as
having 100,000 pounds of meat in cold
storage. The tompany, through an
official, first confessed it had approx-
imately 17,000,000 pounds there, then
announced it had only 128,000 pounds,
and that none of it was concealed by
being packed in egg crates, Yet meat
in -egg . crafes. was.sgen twice.
week at North American.

Armour’s Ashland Cold Storage &:
Warehouse Co, was found to contdin
not less than 12,000,000 pounds -0f

meat. In an attempt to take the héat -

off itself, Armour’s issued a statement
alleging that part of the meat was
government - owned. Yet a survey
shows that there is no meat in Chi-
cago stored for the Army, which ‘also
purchases for the Navy, Coast Guatd
and military hospitals; and that no
meat in the Ashland warehouse hHe-
longs to UNRRA, the Commodity
Credit Corporation, the War Shipping
Administration or the Department of
Agriculture, the only federal agen-
cies which might have meat holdings.

(Continued on page 8)

eers and I.o assist in obtaining gov-
ernment ownership of the maat in-
dustry under workers' control.

Ferguson’s speech was interrupted
with applause and when he sat down,
March jumped to the floor to “quiet”
the packinghouse workers by shout-
ing, “We don't want “fo control’ the
industry.”

Moderator of the meeting, M.
Miller of the National Citizens Po-
litical Action Committee (NCPAG),
proceeded then to rule Ferguson's
amendment out of order! The -audi-
ence then voted fai¥the nationaliza-
tion resolutioh, WITHOUT incorpo-
rating the necessary amendment
which would give it real substance.

trols. This latter represents the great-
est weakness in the retail butchers’

REAL control is needed.

Meanwhile the' legal black market
in poultry has sent prices soaring to
eighty cents per pound.

The butchers’ organization has dis-
tributed postecards to be sent to Sec-
retary of Agriculture Anderson, but
so far they have made no move to
strengthen their fight by getting the
support and active co-operation of
the trade unions.

o4 \

NEW YORK VOTERS: All friends
and sympathizers of the Workers
Party are requested to be sure to
register between the days of October
7 and October 12.
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Clevelan

By GERRY McDERMOTT

CLEVELAND, Oct. 7—Cleveland’s
-CIO movement has only recently and

temporarily recovered from a deep
and wide open split that divided the

CIO here 'into two hostile camps.

This dangerous division took place
when a large part of the CIO locals
withdrew from the Cleveland Indus-

trial Union Council to form a sepa-
rate body. It was a direct result of
the struggle for control now going
on throughout the nationwide CIO
between the “Murray forces” ‘and
the Stalinist forces within the move-
ment.

The danger of this recent split is
of immediate concern to the rank
and file of Cleveland CIO labor, but
the situation here'is a warning to
all CI0 members. Similar dangers
are present throughout the CIO as
the American Stalinists seek to use
it as a weapon in the struggle be-
tweemr American imperialism and
Stalinist imperialism. In the Wayne
County (Detroit) CIO Council, at
the recent conventions of the Elec-
trical workers, Mine Mill and Smel-
ter workers, and Ship workers, this

‘struggle has already shown itself to

be one of the most pressing problems
for the coming period.

BITTER FIGHT

Here, the fight has been even more
bitter than elsewhere. Until recently,
locals of Steel, Utilities, Clothing,

_ Textile, Newspaper, and some auto

unions have withdrawn from the
central CIO body in protest against
the tacties of the Stalinist majority
in control of the council. These locals
were planning to set up a separate
council. Needless to say, the capital-

* ist press has had a merry time re-

porting the split and the charges
and counter-charges on the front
page of edition after edition.

The Stalinist majority in control
of the council before the split had
voted through resolution after reso-
lution in the interest of the Kremlin
dictators. They have sent delegates
to conventions of every kind of Stal-
inist front organization. They en-
dbrsed Stalinist candidates in the
muniecipal elections, reluctantly back-
ing down only after great pressure.

Finally, when the Stalinists moved
to install a party-liner as editor of
the official CIO paper, the rest of the
council walked out.

REACH COMPROMISE

Faced with the scandal of two
warring CIO Councils in Cleveland,
Allan Haywood, CIO Director of Or-
ganization, rushed to the scene rep-
resenting President Murray. The
Stalinists also, for their own rea-
sons, wished to avoid a split, so a
compromise was reached as Hay-
wood conferred with leaders of the
two factions. )

Under the Haywood solution, a
“Murray” man from out-of-town,
George DeNucci, Regional Director
of the Ohio CIO, was appointed ad-
ministrator over the council. The
Stalinists agreed not to deal in “in-
ternational matters” or to affiliate
the council with other organizations
unless the National CIO approved.
In return, the opposition loecals
agreed to return to the council. The
administrator will have a strong
hand.

Actually, this temporary solution
solves absolutely nothing, so far as
the rank and file of the Cleveland
CIO is concerned. The fight has only
been postponed. The real key to the
danger in the situation lies in the
nature of the Murray opposition. In
Cleveland, there is no comparatively

- progressive force, such as the Reu-

ther caucus in Detroit or the Bass
caucus in Akron. Therefore, the or-
ganized opposition to the Cleveland
Stalinist machine comes largely
from red-baiters, conservatives, and
old-line bureaucrats.

MILITANT PROGRAM NEEDED

Thus, the Murray-Haywood-De-
Nucei answer to the .bad polities of
the Stalinists is “Confine yourselves
to trade union matters, no politics
at all!” ‘This, precisely at the time
when the greatedt ‘need of organized
labor is independent political action.
The only program offered by the
Murray men here is a program of
red-baiting, propping up the two
capitalist parties, and “observing
contracts” in the face of ever higher
prices, speed-ups, and new attacks

CIO Avei

on working conditions and the union
in the shops.

The Cleveland rank and file dare
not stand aside longer while congerv-
atives ‘on the one hand and totali-
tarians on the other fight for control.
The battle itself will wreak havoc,
and no matter which side wins, labor
as.a whole will lose. The workers
on the assembly line and at the
bench, the men and women who man
the picket lines, must gain control of
their own movement,

In order to do so, they must have a
program to rally to. The GM Strike
Program of open the books and wage

increases without price inereases is

the "logical choice. Until a caueus,
based on the rank and file, is organ-
ized hére to fight for the GM pro-

‘gram, independent political action,
and a militant approach to day to

day shop problems, the Stalinists
and conservatives will continue to
tear the CIO apart and endanger la-
bor’s ‘organization.

Pittsburgh Trolley, Bus

Honor Power Strikers’

Special to Labor Action
PITTSBURGH OQOct. T — A new
threat to the success of the Duquesne
power stirike is seen in the activities
of a minority=group of the independ-
ent power union which has set up a
new organization, the Utility Work-
ers Union, and petitioned for admis-
sion into Distriet 50 of the United
Mine Workers, AFL. The members
of this group are variously estimat-
ed at between 300 and 700.

Raymond A. Wilwohl, newly in-
stalled president of this union,
stated that his union would “put an
end to this unrest and labor strife
that has plagued the people of this
distriet.” Curtis T. Ray, the union’s
new business agent, resigned from
his position on Mueller's ten-man
strike committee and b2-man general
policy committee on September 13 to
join Wilwohl in signing the petition.
Ray, who is also tax collector of
Eden Park, has been accused by
members of the independent power
union of being afraid to “mix
strikes and polities.”

Although: John L. Lewis has wel-
comed the newly-formed union, the
NLRB has yet to decide on their
admission.

The rank and file members of the
AFL have refused again to play at
strike-breaking, The trolleymen and
bus operators decided once more not
to cross the picket lines around their
carbarns.

Today Mueller came forth with a
new proposal for the company’s con-
sideration. He refuses to comment
‘on its terms until the company
makes its move, and the company
has not recognized the proposal.

The mass meeting 'of Pittsburgh
citizens on Sunday resulted in a
group being organized to participate
in the strike, with hints toward gov-
ernment seizure.

° .
PITTSBURGH, Oct. 3—As this is
written, 3,500 members of the Inde-
pendent Association of the Duquesne

BULGARIAN OFFICIAL
ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT
OF PROTEST CABLE

We have received the letter print-
ed below in reply to a cable of pro-
test signed by wvarious individuals
active in the labor and civil liberties
movement and addressed to the Bul-
garian goverwment. The cable pro-
tested the arrest of Dr. Dimiter Gat-
chev of Plovdiv, official of the Bul-
garian League for the Rights of
Man and well-known leader of the
Bulgarian Trotskyists. We have yet
to hear that the Bulgarian Foreign
Office has considered the protest.
Dr. Gatchev is, to our knowledge,
still under arrest. His safety rests
on forcing action from the Bulgarian
government through continued pro-
tests, :

Sept. 9, 1946.
Emanuel Garrett
Editor, Labor Action
New York City, N. Y.
Dear Sir:

I acknowledge receipt of your tele-
gram dated August 6 with which you
protest the arrest of Dr. Dimiter
Gatchev. I wish herewith to inform
you that I have forwarded your pro-
test to the Bulgarian Foreign Office
for consideration, and as soon as I
have information from my govern-
ment on the fate of Dr. Gatchev, I
will communicate with you again.

Your very truly,
B. ATHANASSOYV,
Secretary to the Bulgarian
Political Mission
2841 McGill Terrace N.W.
Washington, D. C.

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A MALE BEAUTY CONTEST?
See Them on Display at

YHERRH _..B-r- ‘/ r] r]*"_
101008 7 DL
NEW YORK WORKERS PARTY PRE-ELECTION CARNIVAL

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1946

CARAVAN HALL, 110 East 59th Street
Admission: $1.00 Plus Tax

Light Company and Associated Com-
panies are out on a.strike which af-
feets 817 square miles of the Pitts-
burgh area and 1% million custom-
ers of the Duquesne Light Company.

The strike, which started when
union members walked out of the
three plants of the company, is ex-
traordinary for several reasons. It
was called in the face of an injune-
tion. against it, and although it has
been fought by the company, the city
government, and federal conciliators
and been betrayed by its leaders and
the local heads of CIO and AFL,
the workers have stuck to their de-
mands.

Moreover, their picket lines have
been respected by other workers of
the city even against the advice of
their union leaders.

In fact, it is only the membership
which has a clean record through-
out the affair. Their first attempt
at striking this year was fouled in
February when Mueller, as head of
a seven-man strike and negotiating
committee, met with Mayor Law-
rence, Federal Labor Conciliator
Charles Kutz and Pennsylvania’s
Labor and Industry Secretary, W.
B. Chestnut, and agreed to back
down on the modest wage demands
of the union and finally to postpone
the strike altogether.

PRESENT 32 DEMANDS

In June the workers presénted
their 32 demands to the officials of
the Duquesne Light Company. These
demands included a 20 per cent wage
increase, a revised pension program,
profit sharing for the employes and
the publie, a union shop, and a mas-
ter contract. Once again their ef-
forts were stalemated by the official-
dom.

But in September the workers re-
acted against this injustice and once
more threatened to strike if their
demands were not granted. Immedi-
ately, city and company officials de-
nounced the strike as jeopardizing
the public weal and called an elev-

“enth hour truce. The union was per-

mitted to patiently state its demands
—the company refused to negotiate.

As the hour for a genuine strike
drew near, Army generators were
rushed to Pittsburgh and 500 auxili-
ary policemen were drawn into the
force from the Civilian Defense
Corps.

BREAK INJUNCTION

Mayor David A. Lawrence, who
was responsible for the passage of
Pennsylvania’s anti-injunction law
and who was put in office by labor
votes, found himself in an embar-
rassing position. The union meant
business in spite of the fact that it
was a small unaffiliated outfit. In
feverish haste, he secured an injunc-
tion against the strike from Com-
missioner Florence Alpern and a
three-judge court. Once he had made
the decision to stab labor in the back,
he found it easy to get a restraint of
their rights from'the legal servants
of capitalism.

But in spite of the injunction, the
workers voted to strike by an. over-
whelming majority and the walk-out
began on September 23. The union
members left the operation of the
plants to handfuls of supervisory
employes who have become artists at
scabbing, posing as public martyrs.
George Mueller, president of the
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TADLC and head of the four-man
negotiating and the ten-man strike
committees, was arrested. The arrest
of the whole strike committee was to
follow, the mayor threatened.

But with the CIO and AFL threat-
ening strike action against the in-
junction, the injunction was dis-
solved on September 26, and Mueller
was released with the understanding
that the strike would be called off.

At a meéeting of the membership in-

Carnegie Musie Hall, he made his
plea for peace, and it was rejected
by a vote of 1,292 to 339.

As the situation tightened, Pitts-
burgh was honored by the arrival of
Leo Crowley, Philadelphia’s own
Sam Insul, head of the trust con-
trolling the Duquesne Light Com-
pany. He came to answer the may-
or’s plea in person, and soon after
him came William Margolis and
Lucien Rye, Federal Labor Coneili-
ators. (Rye was instrumental in the
February strike fizzle.)

Meantime trolleymen of the Amal-
gamated Association of Street Rail-
way Employes (AFL, Div. 85) and
motormen of the Amalgamated As-
sociation of Street Electric Railway
and Motor Coach Employes (AFL,
Div, 1327) respected the picket lines
of the IADLC. When John T. Moyr-
gan, business agent of Division 85,
spoke to a meeting of the member-
ship in the Aragon ballroom, his ad-
vice to disregard the power umnion
pickets was protested loudly and
unanimously voted down by voice.

Once again, on September 28, the
members of the power union met in
Carnegie Hall to consider the com-
pany’s latest ‘“arbitriition.” It was
rejected by a vote of 1,170 to 553.
Now Lawrence keeps urging organ-
ised labor (CIO-AFL) to bring pres-
sure on the unaffiliated IADLC. Ed-
gar L. Warren, chief of the Concili-
ators Service, requests that both
sides remain in continuous negotia-
tion sessions. Meanwhile Pittsburgh
is operating on one-third of her,
usual supply of electricity, with sev-
eral business houses closed, and
500,000 people out of work.

VITAL LESSON

There are instructive lessons to be
learned from this strike. An injunc-
tion was issued against it on the
grounds that it was a strike against
the public. It is obvious, however,
that though electricity is a *publie
utility, and therefore saered, it is
also an important part of the private
enterprise system. It is as notorious
a profit-making publie utility as ex-
ists.

If the employes of the Duquesne
Light Company had been restrained
from exercising their legal right of
collective bargaining by an injunc-
tion which defined their trade as
necessary to public welfare, how
long would it take for other trades
to be legally included in that defini-
tion? :

If this injunction had been sus-
tained, it would have been one of the
most significant legal decisions since
Dred Scott. The workers of the Du-
quense Light Company realized this
when they continued their strike aec-
tion in spite of the injunction. It was
this aspeet which gave their strike a
political as well as economic charac-
ter. The injunction also serves to
consolidate the workers of the Pitts-
burgh area.
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TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

First, for our account of the extent to which the
Big Business controlled OPA picked our pockets during
the week, from September £6 to September 30:

Window shades—~Ceiling price up 11 per cent at
~ retail. ) . y

‘Standard ‘work shirts—Up 10 per cent, from $1.43 to
$1.58 at retail. i

Cocoa—~Ceilings on cocoa and chocolate products up

. 27 per cent. -

Paints—Céliling prices on eight .categories up 2-6
per cent.

Fabrics—Price "relief" granted producers of fabrics
made from woal or rayon mixed with cotton.
‘Woodworking machinery—Up another six per cent.
‘Sand-lime brick—Manufacturers allowed $5 a 1,000

"premium for production in excess of quotas.

‘Oleomargarine, cookig and salad oils, mayonnaise,
salad dréssing and shortening—Up two and a half
cents a pound.

Oranges—Up 12 cents a 75-pound container of Cali-
fornia cranges; up six cents a 90-pound crate of
Florida oranges. '

Coated fabrics—Up 17.5 per cent.

Soybean adhesives—27 cents to 70 cents per -hundred-
weight increase.

Rubber items used in manufacturing—Up 15-17 per

cent.

In adﬂition, OPA removed from price control the

following commodities: Honey; specified frozen fruits;
aluminum furniture; chewing gum; prepared flour
mixes; some insecticides.
®
The nation’s railroads, which enjoyed their most
profitable years in history during the war, continue to
holler for higher rates and state they are losing money.
Recently, the ICC authorized the Seaboard Air Line and
the Atlantic Coast Line railroads to operate lines in
western I'lorida to serve a new plant being constructed
by the Viector Chemical Workers, designed to manu-
facture yellow phosphorus from ore. The two railroads
estimate they will divide a yearly profit of $133,454 on
gross revenues of $361,882 for the one operation....
Class I railroads had an estimated net income after
interest and rentals of $35,000,000 in July, the carriers
have reported to the Association of American Railroads.
L ]

FARM NOTES

The U. S. Department of Agriculture is already
readying plans for a scarcity program to keep farm
prices up. The Department plans to extend a system of

crop “guides” over major farm commodities, telling the -

farmer in advance how much of each important crop is
needed, and how much of that total his own soil shall
produce. There is a system of indirect penalties for
those not cooperating.

The Department, as a start, is “planning” for 16

per cent fewer potatoes next year:...Farm machinery
production in August totaled $66.7 million, a 13 per
cent gain over July, and the highest monthly output in
history. The new peak was achieved despite work stop-
pages at Allis-Chalmers and Case plants....Interna-
tional Harvester will have in production next summer
a new cotton picker which will do the work of 30 .to GO
cotton pickers....The American Military Government
in Japan has announced a two-year plan to achieve an
agrarian reform caleulated to abolish absentee landlord-
ism—requisition 70 per cent of Japan’s rented farm-
land, reimburse the landlords in government bonds, and
re-sell the Jand on 30-year terms, to Japanese peasants.

By JACK RANGER

But the American bourgeoisie is incapable of carrying
through even such a mild bourgeois reform as is con-
templated by the Army in Japan. Already, doubt is be-
ing expressed in the plan’s efficacy, for enforcement has
been placed in the hands of the Japanese bureaucrats,
who are thereby being asked to oust their own class
from political power, to force their own fathers, broth-
ers, uncles and cousins to sell their land. It won't work
the Army way.

L ]

Following the wave of bank failures during the big
depression of the 1930's, the government established the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, to insure bank
deposits against bank failures. The year 1945 was the
first calendar year in three-fourths of a céntury with-
out a bank failure.

Capital and surplus of the FDIC now stands at $929
millions.

What is not widely known is that that figure rep-
resents only 69/100 of one per cent of the total insured
bank deposits of $158 billions.

There are no less than 17 banks in the nation, each
with deposits in excess of the capital and surplus of
FDIC. That is, failure of just one of these banks might
practically wipe out the FDIC.

Banks_today don’t retain the ratio of capital on
hand to meet deposits that they used to. The ratio of
total capital accounts to total assets has gradually de-
clined from 35 per cent in 1875 to 5.7 per cent at the
end of 1945. In the words of the FDIC: “The degree of
protection afforded depositors by the capital of banks
is now materially less than in former years.”

The FDIC was established largely for psychological
reasons—to give the masses a feeling that their money
in the bank was secure.

L ]

A huge world oil oversupply looms in the next few
years, according to Minor S. Jameson, Jr., economist of
the Independent Petroleum Association of America.
The reason? Because the potential production of foreign
fields, particularly in the Middle East, which can be

- developed “‘within a reasonably short time, is so much

larger than any forseeable world demands.” Jameson
says the world oil market could easily be flooded wit}
an additional 6,800,000 barrels per day, of which abou
5,600,000 barrels daily would come from the Middl
Eagst. He sees a growing pressure to invade the markets
now supplied from U. 8. sources, and urges convocation
of an oil import policy meeting between government and
industry.

. NOTES

Canadian Car & Foundry Co., Ltd., of Montreal,
just completed the final section of an order for 4,000
steel gondola cars for South African railways and har-
bors. The 'same company also has an order for gon-
dolas for the Portuguese East African roads. In each
case, the Canadian company obtained contracts for
equipment formerly made by British and European
producers. ... The Aetna Life Insurance Co. is in the
precess of purchasing five California department stores

and a warehouse, at a cost of $10,000,000. The Los An- '

geles and Oakland stores of I. Mangin & Co., and the
Los Angeles warehouse of Bullock’s Ine., already have
so changed hands. Next spring Aetna will buy the Bul-
lock stores in Pasadena and Palm Springs. Last J anu-
ary, Aetna paid $6,7560,000 for the Bamberger stores in
Newark, N. J....Aetna, incidentally, is one of the
“poorer” life insurance firms. In 1935 it ranked twelfth
down the list of insurance companies, one-eighth the
size of Metropolitan.

Layoffs I-lighlight UAW Meet

TUESDAY
Trade Unionism
in Action
7:30-8:45 P. M. Begins Nov, 12
OSCAR WILLIAMS, Instructor

Marx's Capital
Volume II

7:30-8:45 P. M. Begins Nov, 12
F. FORREST, Instructor

Socialist Perspectives
for Post-War Europe
9:00-10:15 P. M.  Begins Nov, 12
MAX SHACHTMAN, Instructor

"FRIDAY
Program of the
Workers Party

7:30-8:45 P. M. Begins Nov. 15
MARY BELL, Instructor

Contemporary Problems
of Marxism

7:30-8:45 P. M. Begins Nov. 15
ERNEST ERBER, Instructor

Development of the Socialist
Movement
Part I: The Struggle for *
Scientific Socialism
9:00-10:15 P. M. Begins Nov. 15
EMANUEL GARRETT, Instructor

FIRST TERM: Eight Weeks
Nov. 12, 1946, to Jan. 17, 1947

All Courses at
Third Floor, 114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y.

REGISTRATION: Oct. 30 #o Nov. 11
Fee: $1.50 per Course

S —

Phone: CHelsea 2-9681

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Oct. 6—Beginning of the
layoffs of over 25,000 Chrysler and
Briggs workers hete this week was
neatly timed by the corporations as
a threat to the UAW-CIO which be-
gins negotiations with Chrysler on
October 20 for a cost-of-living bonus,

The drastic curtailment in employ-
ment and production at these plants
reflects the growing uncertainty of
the auto industry production sched-
ules.

Shortages in steel, copper and lead
have made auto production at Chrys-
ler very spotty in recent weeks. The
so-called “wildcat” strike wave that
hit Detroit a week ago was provoked
by Briggs corporation as a means of
cutting into the financial reserves, if
any, of the auto workers involved.

The short work week at Chrysler,
Briggs and many other plants reflect-
ed the material shortages. Now they
have become more acute,

REUTHER PROPOSAL WEAK

In the face of this serious problem
of the UAW-CIO, the only proposal
made at present was by Walter P.
Reuther, union president, and it was

. for a labor-management conference

to be called by President Truman for
the purpose “of heading off a .de-
pression and unemployment for the
nation.”

The first reaction to this proposal

in both union and company -circles
was that it fell flatter than the pro-
verbial pancake. The fact that Reu
ther’s proposal was inspired by Philip
Murray, CIO president, who twice
made a similar request of President
Truman, didn’t help it a bit.

Early in August Reuther tried io
get such a conference in the auto
industry alone, and the big companies
simply ignored it or blasted the
UAW-CIO for causing a “production
lag.” )

What is different now is the fact
that both Chrysler and Briggs
spokesmen say that steel shortages
are the main cause of production
slowdown.

SPEED-UP MORE INTENSE

In the current issue of Business
Week magazine, a study of .the steel
problem emphasizes the point that
the steel shortage would become
more acute until the summer of 1947,
when it would reach its peak, and
the auto industry would have a diffi-
cult time geiting its present quota
for production uses.

Combined with the layoffs, the auto
corporations—GM, Ford and Chrysler
in particular—are demanding ‘new
production standards”—that is, the
right to sintensify the speed-mp on
the assembly lines.

Within the ranks of the union, the
restless mood of the secondary lead-

ership and the workers in the plants,
has reached such proportions that
the International Executive Board of
the UAW-CIO is holding a special
session on October 18 at Pittsburgh,
to which Philip Murray has been in-
vited. This is the reply of the lead-
ership of the demand by nearly 40
union presidents in the Detroit area,
that a special wage-policy conference
of the UAW-CIO be called.

The grave problems -confronting
this IEB session are highlighted by
the Chrysler layoffs.

CORRECTION

Through a typographical ergpr,
profits for the St. Johns River
Shipbuilding Corporation were
listed as 3,500 per cent -in Susan
Green’s article on profiteering in
last week’s LABOR ACTION. The
figure, as it appeared in the origi-
nal article, and based on the gov-
ernment’'s General Accounting
Office estimate, is 350,000 per cent
—that is, $2,080,000 profit on a $600
investment

REGISTER!

Th‘l: Workers Party appeals to
all people of Harlem who signed
its independent nominating peti-
tion to be certain to register dur-
ing the week of October 7 to Octo-
ber 12.

AND

SUNDAY EVENING FORUM

Nov. 17—PALESTINE: A Symposium
Nov. 2¢—GUNTHER REIMANN

Ed Findley and Albert Gates
Author of “The Vampire Economy"

On "The Fate of Germany”

Dec. 1 —JAMES T. FARRELL

Novelist and Literary Critic

On "Tolstoi's WAR AND PEACE" Author of "Studs Lonigan™

Dec.8 —CLEMENT GREENBERG

On "The Decline of Art"

Dec. I5—NATHAN GOULD

Editor of "Commenfary"”
Art Critlic of "The Nation"

National Organizer, Workers Party

On "Trend to Militarization in the U. S."

Jan. 5 —PROF. C. WRIGHT MILLS

On "The New Middle Class"

Jan. 12—IRVING HOWE

On "Can the Intellectual Escape Politics?"

Jan. 19—MAX SHACHTMAN

Dir. Labor Research Div., Bur. of
Applied Social Research,
Columbia University

Ediforial Bodrd, Labor Action

National Chairman, Workers Party

©On "American Labor at the Crossroads"

Jan. 26~ISAAC ROSENFELD

Author, "Passage from Home"

On “Trepds in American Literature”
ADMISSION: Single Lecture, 50c — Series of four, $1.50

| FRIDAY, NOV. 8, 8 P. M.

DEBATE

"Does Stalinism Flow
From Bolshevism?"

(] Y E s ! (N
LISTON M. OAK

quqgl,ug Editer
of "The New Leader"
Radio Commentator

| N } N o ! 1 } '.
MAX SHACHTMAN

National Chalrman
Workers Party

HOTEL DIPLOMAT
108 West 43rd St., New York City
ADMISSION: 75¢
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Molotov: Hitler’s Ac,coniplice

(Excerpts from Molotov's report te the Supreme

Soviet, October 31, 1939)

"Instead of enmity that was fostered in every way
by certain European powers, we now have a rap-

"Today, as far as the European great powers are
concerned, Germany is in the position of a State that
is striving for the earliest termination of the war and
for peace, while Britain and France, which but yester-
day were declaiming against aggression, are in favor

prochment and
the establish-
ment of friendly
relations be-
tween the USSR
and Germany.
"Second, men-
tion must be
made of such a
fact as the de- .
feat of Poland
in war and the
collapse’ of the
Polish State.
The ruling c¢ir-
cles of Poland
boasted quite a
lot about the
'stability' of

708 -cPF

of continuing the war and are opposed to the con-
clusion of peace. The roles, as you see, are changing.

"1+ amounts to this, that the British, and with them
the French supporters of the war, have declared some-
thing in the nature of an ‘ideclogical' war on Ger-
many, reminiscent of the religious war of olden times.
...ls it back to the Middle Ages, to the days of
religious wars, superstition and cultural deterioration »
that the ruling classes of Britain and France want to
drag us?

"But there is absolutely no justification for a war
of this kind. One may accept or reject the ideology
of Hitlerism as well as any other ideological system:
that is a matter of political views.

"As | have said, our relations with Germany have
radically improved, Here development has proceeded’
along the line of strengthening our friendly relations,
extending our practical cooperation and rendering

their state and the 'might' of their army. However,
one swift blow to Poland, first by the German Army
and then by the Red Army, and nothing was left of this
ugly offspring of the Versailles treaty which had ex-

Germany political support in her efforts for peace.

"We have always held that a strong Germany is
an indispensable condition for a durable peace in

isted by oppressing non-Polish nationalities.

Europe.”" -
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A Paper in the Interests of Labor

By IRVING HOWE

THE long and tedious Nuremberg trials are
- over. That in a few days such vermin as Goer-
ing and von Ribbentrop will no longer contaminate
this earth, somehow makes all of us feel that there
is just a little less ugliness in this world. These
Nazi leaders have a record of mass murder, of
inhumanity and brutality which is the ultimate
index of the depths to which capitalist civilization

Stalin Gave Hitler Green Light
To Start the Second World War

By ERNEST ERBER

The spectacle of a Russian judge
gitting on the Tribunal at Nurem-
berg and joining in the condemnation
of the Nazis for “planning and wag-
ing a war of aggression” establishes
a new low in hypocrisy.

Not that the Kremlin gang is the
only government that should have
sat in the prisoners’ dock instead of
the judges' bench. All the warring
imperialist governments ‘belonged in
the dock. None have the right fo sit
in judgment upon others. But the
case of the Russians is especially rep-
rehensible because even a short mem-
ory cannot have forgotien that they
directly participated, cheek by jowl,
with Hitler in “planning and waging”
the war upon Poland which raised
the curtain on World War IL

Who can have forgotten that it was
the Hitler-Stalin pact of August 1939
which gave the Nazi régime the green
light for war? Who can have for-
gotten that the invasion of Poland
by Hitler's armies was undertaken
through agreement with Stalin? Who
can have forgotten that Stalin joined
in the assault upon Poland and dealt
the death blow to Polish resistance?
Who can have forgotten that the two
“yictors” met over the mortally
wounded body of Poland to divide
the booty? Who can have forgotten
that Stalin said his friendship with
Hitler was “cemented by blood” as a
result of their joint Polish campaign?
Who can have forgotiten that the Sta-
linist and Hitlerite press united in
accusing England and France of hav-
ing fomented the war?

‘Who can have forgotten?
Millions have already forgotten.

POWER OF PROPAGANDA

The overwhelming power of propa-
ganda has all but eradicated from the
public mind the outline of events of
the Hitler - Stalin pact period. The
propaganda’s success was in large
measure due to the efforts of the Al-
lied propagandists to wipe out the
memory of the Hitler-Stalin pact af-

-ter Russia became their ally. It was,

however, the cynical role of Russia
itself after Hitler double-crossed Sta-
lin, in posing as the fiercest and most
consistent anti-Nazi power of them
all that made the Hitler-Stalin pact
seem unreal. After Ilya Ehrenburg's
venomous hate campaign against the
German people, after the Russian
war-cry of “kill more Germans,” the
memory: of the: Hitler - Stalin pact
seemed like some vague recollection
of something that may have been
merely a bad dream. Stalin as a
friend of Hitler? It just doesn’t seem
possible.

The sheer gall of the Russian prop-
aganda continued right through the

"DEAR JOE"

1 beg you to accept my sincerest
congratulations on your sixtieth
birthday. | enclose with them my
best wishes for your personal wel-
fare as for a happy future for the
peoples of the friendly Soviet
Union.

Adolph Hitler
Berlin, December 21, 1939

"DEAR ADOLF"

Head of the German State, Mr.
Adolf Hitler:

I request you to accept my grat-
itude for your congratulations and
my thanks for your good wishes to
the peoples of the Soviet Union.

. Joseph Stalin
Moscow, December 24, 1939

"Cemented by Blood"

Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Germany, Mr. Joachim von Ribben-
trop:

I thank you, Mr. Minister, for
your congratulations. The friend-
ship of the peoples of Germany
and the Soviet Union, cemented by
blood, has every reason to be last-
ing and firm.

Joseph Stalin
Moscow, December 24, 1939

Nuremberg proceedings and was
capped with their demagogic denun-
ciation of the verdict for not impos-
ing the death penalty on all the de-
fendants. After having listened to the
anti-German line of the Russians
since June 1942, who can believe that
he heard the same people say the
following:

“It is fear of losing world suprem-
acy that dictates to the ruling circles
of Great Britain and France the pol-
ic;? of fomenting war with Germany.”

In these terms Molotov described
the “aggressors” in his repor$ to the
Supreme Soviet on October 31, 1939.

Molotov’s report followed the sign-
ing of the second treaty between
Rusgia and Germany. The first one

paved the way for their joint war on
Poland. The second one decided the
details of the division of Eastern and
Northern Europe between them and
planned for a joint “peace™ offensive
against England and France. Append-
ed to the treaty was a propaganda
statement signed by Molotov and
Ribbentrop in the form of a protocol.
We reproduce it in full elsewhere on
this page. Its contents reveal that the
bloc between Hitler and Stalin went
beyond joint military and economic
measures. They embarked upon a
common political project. Their aim
was to pin upon England and France
the onus of being “war-mongers” and
manipulate mass peace sentiment to

(Continued on page 6)

- WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN
EMBARRASSED AT NUREMBERG?

“After the German Reich Government and the Government of the
Soviet Russian Republic have definitely settled by the treaty signed to-
day the question resulting from the disintegration of the Polish State,
thus creating a safe foundation for lasting peace in Eastern Europe,
they unanimously express the opinion that it would correspond to the
true interests of all peoples to make an end to the war existing between
Germany on the one hand and England and France on the other hand.

Therefore, both governments, if necessary in conjunction with one of the
,befriended nations, will direct their joint efforts tfoward reaching this
aim as soon as possible, But should the efforts of both governments fail,
then the fact would be established that England and France are respon-
sible for continuation of the war, and in case of continuation of the war,
the governments of Germany and Soviet Russia will consult each other
regarding the necessary measures.’
Yon Ribbentrop
! Molotov

MOSGOW. Sephmber 28- 1939

has sunk. y

No, they will not be missed: these buichers
and murderers, who danced on the graves of Eu-
rope’s workers and who gave to the world the
names of Maidoneck and Buchenwald.

That Goering and the others condemned to
death do not deserve to live is so obvious as to
require no further discussion. But what about
those whom the Nuremberg Tribunal freed?
Schacht, von Papen and Fritsche. What are we to
make of their acquittal—and who are these men
absolved of the crimes with which they were
charged?

We have no intention of getting wound up in
the legal rigmarole with which delighted lawyers
are discussing the Nuremberg trials. This much
we know: Hjalmar Schacht, Franz von Papen
and Hans Fritsche worked hand in glove with
Adolph Hitler and the Nazi Party. These men
who have been freed, have a record of complete
and unquestioning support of Nazism.

SCHACHT—A member of Nazi Party since
1932, Hitler's 'Minister of Economies until 1937
and President of Hitler's Reichsbank until 1939.
Signed, despite his present denial of anti-Semi-
tism, laws excluding Jews from German economic
life. The financial brains behind Hitler's whole
rearmament program. 3

VON PAPEN—Hitler’s Vice Premier; then
his agent to the Vatican and then his Ambassador
to Turkey. The British Prosecutor Maj. J. H. Bar-
rington said Papen was surpassed only by Hitler
himself in helping strengthen the Nazi grip on
Germany.

FRITZSCHE — Deputy Propaganda Minister
under Goebbels; broadcasting chief and head of
DNB, Nazi news agency. Espeeially noted for
fierce anti-Semitism; American prosecutor Capt.
Drexel Sprecher said that even Jew-baiter Julius
Streicher could hardly outdo Fritsche in anti-
Semitism,

THE POLITICAL KEY TO THE TRIALS

Once we discover why these scoundrels have
been freed, we have the key to the political mean-
ing of the trial. The case of Fritzche seems some-
thing of a quirk and is not of first importance,
but the freeing of Schacht and Von Papen is not
a quirk. Schacht and Von Papen were the spokes-
men for that major section of German capitalism
which played ball with Hitler; they were the in-
termediaries from Big Business who negotiated
with Hitler.

Now it is precisely to the remnants of these
very same elethents—German Big Business—that

Anglo-American imperialism is at present appeal-
ing for support in its attempt to dominate Ger-
many and lessen Russian influence in Germany.
By freeing Schacht and von Papen, Anglo-Ameri-
can imperialism is extending a hand of partial
friendship to all of Sehacht’s and von Papen’s
friends. What this means concretely is told in a
New York Herald Tribune dispatch, dated Oc-
tober 1, which reads:

“SCHACHT VERDICT LIKELY TO SPARE
MANY BANKERS Hundreds of German in-
dustrialists and Germany's leading bankers prob-
ably will be spared international trial as a result
of the acquittal of Hjalmar Schacht, Nazi finan-
cial wizard....”

The freeing of Schacht and von Papen is a
logical step in the policy outlined in-Secretary of
State Byrnes’ recent Stuttgart speech: Anglo-
American imperialism is to attempt to rebuild a
somewhat strengthened German capital as a base
of support against its Russian imperialist rival.

It is therefore understandable why the Rus-
sians opposed freeing Schacht and von Papen.
They don’t need them as agents; they have their
own agents, the Stalinist parties, ready and will-
ing. In the struggle in Germany between Russian
imperialism . and Anglo-American imperialism,
both lean on two main agencies: the former on
their Stalinist puppet parties and the latter on
the remnants of the German capitalist class. Un-
der the circumstances, it is clear why the Rus-
sians could afford to be so intransigeant...to-
ward the very Nazis with whom they had not so
long ago signed a “non-aggression pact.”

ATTITUDE TO THE GENERAL STAFF

That the freeing of Schacht and von Papen
was an indication of Anglo-American imperial-
ism’s policy of making overtures to German eapi-
talism, can be seen in the refusal of the Military
Tribunal’s statement to name the German Army
General Staff as a “criminal organization” re-
sponsible for the war in the same sense as the
Nazis. Instead, the Tribunal labeled its behavior
as “a disgrace to the honorable profession of
arms.” Two points stand out in connection with
this partial whitewash of the General Staff: '

1) Just as it wishes to utilize the remnants of
German capitalism, so Anglo-American im-

- perialism is considering the eventuality when it

may need the German General Staff. Hence, its
condemnation of INDIVIDUAL GENERALS
only as eriminal, and its failure to*condemn the
staff as a whole; though it is common knowledge
that the General Staff worked hand in glove
with Hitler in preparing for and in the conduct
of at least the early stages of the war.

2) The idea of trying generals—even German
generals—for their behavior during war has not
appealed to the American military. When the
Nuremberg indictments were drawn up, the Army
and Navy Journal, unofficial organ of the U. 8.
services, said that the indictment of a general
staff for its behavior in a war would deter “gen-
tlemen from entering the military profession.”

chachtand VonPapen
Were Freed at Nuremberg

Similarly, Anne O’Hare McCormick writes in the
New York Times of October 1 that “professional
soldiers are afraid that indicting military high
commands establishes a dangerous precedent. ...”

Which explains the dual judgment of the
Nuremberg court: it absolved the General Staff
of criminality tobe able touse it in the future, and
then labeled it a “disgrace to the honorable pro-
fession of arms” in order to suggest that the Ger-
man General Staff was unique and that its indict-
ment is not a precedent for other military staffs.
But the German Staff was not unique in its mur-
derous brutality—no more so than the French
General Staff which suppressed the Indo-Chinese,
nor the British which killed Indians and Jews,
nor the U. S. General Staff which in its history
invaded Central American republics, suppressed
independence fighters in the Philippines and
helped break strikes,

L ]

WHY THE TRIALS WERE HELD

Against this background we can understand,
!;he purpose of the trials. Originally the victors
in the war wanted to get rid of the top Nazi lead-
ers because so long as they were alive they could
serve as a rallying center for a Nazi resurgence.
This is not to say that the vietors cared too much
about eliminating fascism or totalitarianism; it
was merely that they wanted to cut off the TOP
Nazi leadership even while they were absorbing
large sections of its secondary leadership into the
AMG-controlled loeal governments in Germany,

But more important, they wanted to perpetu-
ate as long as they could the frayed myth that the
war was a crusade for democracy—a myth that
seems more preposterous each passing post-war
day as we see the imperialist struggle for a di-
vision of the spoils. And a trial of the leading
Nazis seemed a dramatic device with which to
bolster this myth. As the trial proceeded, and as
Anglo-American imperialism settled down for a
ﬁfl‘ce struggle with its Russian rival, it conceived
of the idea of using the trial as a means of par-
tially vindicating Schacht and von Papen, and
thereby the classes they represented, in order to
prepare for the struggle with the Russians.

The trials, in brief, were intended as a device
of imperialist politics. As such they were only
partially suceéssful, for many gaping holes were
left visible to the public eye—not the least of
which, incidentally, was the haste with which a
Nazi witness was shut up when he began talking
about secret clauses in the Hitler-Stalin pact,

_ The great tragedy of the trials is that the real
vietime of Nazism were not the fudges. It should
have been the German working class, sitting on
a socialist tribunal with representatives of the
other workers of Europe, who would dispose of
Goering. For then Schacht and von Papen would
not have been whitewashed—and, infinitely more
important, the social putrescence of capitalism
which gave rise to Goering and which may yet

give rise to other Goerings, would not be allowed
to continue.
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By ALBERT GATES

Leaving aside for the moment the
main purpose of the Nuremburg
Trial, it did accomplish one historic
act. In a negative way, it proved that
the Moscow Trials against the Old
Bolsheviks were calculated frame-
ups by Stalin against the leaders of

the Russian Revolution. s )

The negative proof was provided
in the refusal of the Nuremburg
Court to entertain the petition of
commiittees in the United States and
England, ‘composed of trade union-
ists, writers and public men, includ-

ing a pefition from Natalia Sedov, -

widow of Leon Trotsky and mother
of Leon Sedov, to investigate the
charges of the Moscow Trials that
Trotsky and his son, Sedov, had con-
spired with the German and Japan-
ese governments to wage war on Rus-
sia. This Wwas a real opportunity for
the Allied powers, particularly Rus-
sia, to strengthen their case against
the Nazis, IF there was only a grain
of truth in the charges of the Moscow
Trials. That there was noi even a
grain of tfuth in the trials is appar-
ent from the Nuremburg Trial, as
well as fhe trials held in Japan,
where the defendants and the charges
of the Moscow Trials have mot been
mentioned once in any way whatever.

WORLD DOUBTED VERDICT
OF MOSCOW TRIALS

The main charge of the Moscow
Trials, you must remember, was that
Leon Trotsky had conspired with
Germany and Japan to invade Russia,
overthrow the Stalin régime, seize
power with the aid of his alleged
group in Russia (Zinoviev, Kamenev,
Radek, Piatakov, etc.) and then grant
territorial and business concessions
to the faséist and military dictator-
ships of the respective Axis countries.
To accomplish this aim, Trotsky was
charged with ordering his alleggd
group to engage in sabotage, and ter-
rorist acts against the régime and its
functionaries. Trotsky was also
charged with having met the Nazi
leader Hess secretly as well as rep-
resentatives of the German General
Staff. These meetings, it was further
alleged, helped prepare the war

against Russia and worked out the
details of the master plan.

On the basis of these charges, Sta-
lin's secret police prepared a series
of trumped-up charges and pre-ar-
ranged trials in which the outstand-
ing leaders of the Russian Revolu-
tion, Lenin’s principal associates and
the founders of the workers' state
were judicially murdered by the dic-
tator in the Kremlin.

The world received the Moscow
Trials and the verdicts with grave
doubts. The pre-arranged trials and
the extorted confessions, the self-

abasement of the witnesses and their
willingness to indulge in the lowest
forms of self-incrimination and re-
crimination gave the whole spectacle
a ludicrous though macabre appear-
ance. The revolution was devouring
its children, cried the opponents of
the Russian Revolution. Here was the
living. proof that socialism was an in-
human system. For though there was
nothing in common between Stalin's
régime and socialism, the ruling class
in Russia conspired against the best
interests of the Revolution in the
name of socialism.

STALINISTS TRY
TO JUSTIFY TRIALS

The trials brought into existence
committees in many countries to in-
vestigate the charges of the Moscow
hangmen. The most famous was the
Preliminary Commission of Inquiry
which held hearings in Mexico to
obtain direct evidence from Trotsky
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The Refusal of Natalia Trotsky's Request :

Nuremberg Showed Moscow

on the charges made againgt him. So-
cialists, radicals and liberals entered
this movement for wvarious reasons,
The radicals and liberals to guaran-
tee a measure of justice to the de-
fendants; the socialists to preserve
the theory, practice, morals and tra-
ditions of the socialist movement.
Thus, long before Nuremburg, the
Preliminary Commission had deter-
mined that the Moscow Trials were
a frame-up.

In preparation of the movements
that inevitably came into existence -
to doubt and challenge the briital
murder of Lenin's associates, Moscow
unleashed its own legions of hired
liars and propagandists. in all coun-
tries to defend the trials and eéndorse
‘the verdicts of ‘the secret police trials.
During the fays of the Hitler-Stalin
Pact these agents of Moscow had
tough sailing to square the Moscow
Trials, which had charged the de-
fendants with being German agents,
and the new alliance between Russia
and Germany. In those days, the pact
was defended on the grounds that
Germany under Hitler wanted peace;
that it was Great Britain and France
and the United States which were
the imperialist war mongers. But
when Hitler invaded Russia in vio-
lation of the pact and to the com-
plete surprise of Stalin, the latter’s
agents throughout the world were
saved their difficulties.

The new line was that the pact
with Germany served to give Russia
a breathing spell to prepare for war
on the side of the Allies. And Ger-
many's invasion of Russia seemed to
prove the veracity of the Moscow
Trials. Former Russian Ambassador
Davies wrote a fairy tale called “Mis-

. sion to Moscow” which was com-
pounded of GPU lies fed to the gulli-
ble, conceited and ignorant diplomat,
Hollywood turned out a movie from
this book which helped to bolster up

. the lies of the Moscow Trials as seen
by this duped Ambassador. But the
Stalinists were unsatisfied with the
results of this assistance from an
official of the State Department.

They had two of their fellow-tra-
velers and agents in the United
States, Michael Sayers and Alfred
Kahn, write  another book called

“The Great Conspiracy,” which set
out to prove that the men who made
the Russian Revolution were really
foreign agents from the very begin-
ning and that the Moscow Trials
were wholly justified. This book, too,
was inspired by the NKVD and re-
produced all the official lies prepared
in the Kremlin.

The new world situation which
finds Russia and the Western Powers
in a struggle for world power has
once again brought into guestion the
whole course of Stalinism and par-

‘ticularly the Moscow Trials. That is

why the Stalinists are carrying out
such a concentrated campaign to sell”
this new book written by their hired
literary hacks.

UNABLE TO PROVE CHARGES
WITH ESTABLISHED FACTS

The doubts about the Moscow Trials
are again spreading and the wverdict
of the commission headed by the
venerable John Dewey that the Mos-
cow Trials were a frame-up has gath-
ered new force,

The Stalinist frame-up artists, for
example, charged:

1. Trotsky met with Hess and
reached an agreement with the Ger-
man General Staff.

2. Troitsky communicated his agree-
ment with the German fascists and
Japanese militarists for war against
Russia to Piatakov, who flew to Oslo
from Berlin in a German airplane.

3. The conspiracy was furthered by
a meeting of Trotsky’s son, Leon Se-
dov, with one Holtzman on Septem-
ber 1, 1936, at the Hotiel Bristol in
Copenhagen.

There are literally hundreds of
other such similar charges. None of
them are corroborated. No details are
given, such as: where did Trotsky.
meet Hess, and when? What name
did Piatakov have on his passport
when he went to Norway? Exactly
where did he arrive and who manned
the airport when he reached Oslo?

It is easy to understand why no
proof was provided. These incidents
were clumsily invented in the offices
of the NKVD, and the Mexican hear-
ings of the Preliminary Commission
revealed the following uncontradict-
ed facts:

A et PRI L e e

1. The Moscow frame-up artists
could not have Piatakov in Oslo ear-
lier than “December of 1935"” because
it was too well known that he was
in Moscow and: in Berlin prior there-
to, and as late as December 21 was
in Berlin, according to all newspaper
dispatches. But in December of 1935,
the airport at Osle is closed down
because of inclement weather. No
planes leave or arrive there. Thete
is no record at the airport of the ar-
rival of any plane from Berlin on
the date given in the Moscow Trials
and no evidence that any person re-
sembling Piatakov was ever in Nor-
way on or about the date given.

2. The meeting of Sedov and Holiz-
man in the Bristol Hotel was like-
wise an invention of the secret police
and supported by “confession.” Se-
dov was not in Copenhagen on the
dates given and the Bristol Hotel had
burned down in the year 1917.

3. Trotsky never met Hess in his
life, nor any other representatives of
the German government, or the Ger-
man General Staff.

But it was out of this ‘kind of stuff
the Moscow Trials were built. And
it was on the basis of an acceptance
of these lies that the gullible tourist
in world politics, ex-Ambassador Da-
vies, wrote his scurrilous book. But
he was and remains at least uncon-
scious of what he was doing. But the
same cannot be said for the hired
literary hacks, Sayers and XKahn.
They are conscious Stalinist agents.

That is why we say that the Nu-
remburg Trial is a living answer to
the frameups of the Moscow Trials.
If the evidence of the Moscow frame-
ups was real evidence, then it would
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Trials Were Frameups

have been reintroduced into the Nu-
remburg hearings as additional proof
of the Nazi conspiracy. The petition
presented to the Nuremburg judges
by the more than a hundred out-
standing trade unionists, liberals,
writers and teachers that Hess be

questioned about his alleged meeting *

with Trotsky; that any other defend-
ants be questioned on whether they
or any of their representatives met
with Trotsky or any representative
purporting to speak for him or his
son; whether any money was ever
given by Germany, by the cabinet or
the General Staff, to Trotsky or any
of his representatives; whether Piata-
kov-was given a passport by the Ger-
man government to go to Oslo; and
whether there were any documents
implicating the 0Old Bolsheviks in
any conspiracy against Russia. ...

But the Nuremburg judges saw fit
not to pursue this line of question-
ing. That the Russian representatives
did not avail themselves. of this “op-
portunity” to prove their case, is un-
derstandable. To have pursued this
line of questioning of the defendants
would have borne out the truth of the
charges that the Moscow Trials were
a .frameup; that there was not a
grain of truth in any of the charges
contained in the indictment and the
prosecution headed by the arch-con-
spirator Stalin and his agent, Vyshin-
sky. Vyshinsky was a prosecutor at
Nuremburg. He could have, had he
wanted to, easily continued where he
left off in Moscow. But he did not;
he was fearful of the results of such
a line of questioning, fearful that it
would disclose his role in the Moscow
Trials as a Stalinist puppet engaged
in murdering the leaders of the Rus-
sian Revolution whom he had op-
posed in 1917 and 1918.

Why then did not the prosecutors
representing the Allied countries ac-
cept the proposals of the petitioners?
For two reasons: 1. They could not
embarrass their Russian allies in :the
prosecution, for undoubtedly the Rus-
sians objected to any kind of exami-
nation of the defendants relating to
the “evidence” of the Moscow Trials.
2. The charges of the Moscow Trials
were too palpably false and ludicrous
to be rehearsed again.

——]
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We shed no tears over the Nuremberg
verdicts. That a world is free of a few fas-
cist scoundréls is all to the good. However,
the Nuremberg trials and the verdicts have
to be set down as a hypocritical farce. We
are not here speaking of the acquittalg
handed such swine as Von Papen and
Schacht; nor even of the careful concern
the judges displayed for basic capitalist
interests in voting these acquittals. You
will find this subject dealt with in an ar-
ticle that appears on page 3 of this issue.

The point is that at Nuremberg one
gang of eriminals was trying another gang
of criminals. A PEOPLE’S COURT, such
as will some daybe convoked to sit in judg-
ment on the whole lot of them, will assess
the crimes against humanity committed by
prosecutor as well as defendant.

Vishinsky, as Stalin’s agent, sits in
judgment on the Nazis who plundered Po-
land, though the Stalinist régime joined
Hitler in this plunder, and subjugated
millions upon milligns, including the 190,-
000,000 people of Russia, to its tyranny.
Biddle and Lawrence, respectively repre-
sentatives of American and British im-

perialism, sit in judgment on a few Ger-

man imperialists, charged with waging
aggressive war.’ But all imperialist wars

" are aggressive!

The basic aggression is that waged by
each imperialism against the welfare of
the people of the world. Thinking people
have long ago rejected the hypocritical di-

and non-aggressors. Imperialism, either
of the Russian or the capitalist variety,
breeds war. Who fires the first shot is a
matter of accident or skilfull planning, no
more The prosecutors detailed the crimes
of the Nazis. They did not, however, detail

""" their own, for their hands drip with the

blood of Russians, Indians, Finns, Indo-
nesians, Filipinos, Jews, Negroes, etec.
The Nuremberg prosecutors carefully

" avoided the crimes committed by THEIR

governments in assisting the fascists to
power. Where in the record is Churchill’s
stated admiration for facsism; where in
the record is Molotov's statement that
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Minority Parties
A grave and serious threat to the dem-
ocratic rights of the people of New York

- State is posed by the action of Spencer

Young, Democratic and American Labor

" Party candidate for Controller, in going to

the courts to remove four minority parties
from. the state ballot. At the moment of

" writing, the case still impends in the court

with the four parties concerned—Socialist,
Socialist Workers, Socialist Labor and
Communist (Stalinist) contending
against Young’s suit.

This action is of a piece with the recent
removal of Ernest Rice McKinney, Work-
ers Party cand1date for Congress in the
22nd Congressional District, from the bal-
lot by the Board of Elections in a high-
handed and patently undemocratic man-

ner. It is part of the general drive to make
“it harder each year for minority parties

to exercise their democratic right to ap-
pear on the ballot. | :
. One of the incidental but by no means
1n31gn1ﬁcant aspects of this situation is
the fact that the man pressing this undem-
ocratic action is a leading Demécratic poli-
tician endorsed by the Stalinist-controlled

~American Labor Party. Though the ALP

has attacked the court suit, it has not with-
drawn its support of this Democratic poli-
tician who is the spearhead of the drive

against the minority parties.

It is essential that all trade unions, po-
litical groups and individuals raise their
voices protecting this attempt to throttle

the rights of the minority groups. We of

LABOR ACTION and the Workers Party,

vision of imperialist states into aggressors”

‘Who Were the Nuremberg Judges?

“fascism is a matter of taste,” cmd. the pic-
ture showing him shaking the hand of
Ribbentrop? Where in the record is the
aid that the “democracies” gave to Hitler
anld Mussolini—financial, military, moral?
Where in the record 1is the United States
embargo on arms to Spanish loyalists
fighting Franco fascism? Where the con-
niwvance of Britain with Franco?

_The Nuremberg Court did NOT try
fascism, the extreme of capitalist tyranny.
It tried losers. Its great precedent was that
conquérors have the right to try those they
vanquish. That is why so many capitalist
military men have demurred. That is why
certain sections of the capitalist class, such
as that represented by Robert Taft, Repub-
lican Party leader, have taken issue with
the verdict.

These men know full well what the
judges seek to obscure—fascism is the ugly
offspring of capitalism. They know, as do
the judges, that all imperialist wars are
wars of aggression, they know that wars
are inevitable in the very nature of their
capitalist system, and they consequently
distrust a precedent: which can be used to
try them should they be losers in the next
war.

A PEOPLE’S COURT will someday
judge all the war-makers. It will judge
Stalin, the murderer of revolutionists, as
well as Hitler, the murderer of revolution-
ists. It wdll judge Britain’s ruling class,
murderer of Jews, as well as Hitler, mur-
derer of Jews. It will mdge the vuling class
of the United States, lyncher of Negroes,
as well as Hitler, lyncher of Greeks.

The Nuremberg Court, conceived by
imperialist victors, could be nothing but a
farce. It dared not even question the Nazi
defendants in refutation of the charges
made against revolutionists at the infa-
mous Moscow Trials, for that would have
offended one of the judging powers. We
await the day when a PEOPLE’S COURT
sits in- judgment on ALL the tyrants of the
world, “democratic” as well as totali-
tarian, explores the secret archives of the
imperialists, exposes to view their con-
nivance against the peoples of the world.

in New York

ourselves the victims of the drive to pre-
vent radical and socialist voters from ex-
pressing their convictions, demand that
the electoral rights of the four threatened
parties be restored and that the candidates-
of the Workers Party be allowed to take
their rightful places en the ballot.
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The Recent Elections in Germany

The series of elections at municipal and county lev-
els recently held in Germany has come to an end, and
it is now possible to assess politically their results.
What strikes the eye immediately is a fact which would
be downright funny, were it not that the fate and hves
of an entire people are at stake, -

Occupation-saddled Germany is divided at present
into four zones in each of which is stationed a different

foreign army. In each of these zones the foreign occu-’

pying armies buttress different parties. In the eastern
zone controlled by Russia, the Stalinist-dominated “So-
cialist Unity” party is favored. In the British zone, the
Social-Democrats are given aid by the ocecupying forces.
In the U. 8. zone, the Christian Demecrat.s, a conserva-
tive bourgeois party, are pampered. And in the French
zone, the Christian Socialists (equivalent of the Chris-
tian Democrats) enjoy official favor. '

Now, once the elections were over and the votes
counted, in each area the favored party won! Each
occupying power somehow managed so to arrange,
manipulate and prejudice the election that its puppet
party won. Here are the results zone by zone.

THE U. S. ZONE: Here the Christian Democrats
won a plurality, nearly forty per eent. In Catholic
Bavaria, they gained a elear majority. The Social Dem-
ocrats polled one-third of the wvote and the Stalinists
limped badly with a mere seven per cent.

THE BRITISH ZONE': Here the Stalinists receiv-
ing only one per cent of the total vote, trailed so badly
that one needs to search for some explanation for their
poor showing. Prebably their unexpected weakness is
due to the fact that in the British zone elections were
held only in towns with less than 20,000 population,
while the Stalinist strength in the British zone is pri-
marily in the large industrial towns of the Ruhr. The

Social Democrats came out the largest party, though

the Christian Democrats were very close behind.

THE FRENCH ZONE: The predominantly Catho-
lic population of this zone voted heavily in favor of the
conservative parties. The Christian Socialists; corre-
sonding to the Christian Democrats of other zones,
scored a clear majority. The Social' Democrats took
second place, independents thlrd and the Stalinists were
far behind.

In the entive western area, the Stalinists polled only
seven per cent of the total vote.

THE RUSSIAN ZONE: The biggest surprlse was
in this zone. Observers had expected that the Stalinist-

dominated SED (Socialist Unity Party) would sweep
the field overwhelmingly. The SED did gain a total
majority—the Russians gave them direct aid; but even
this majority is misleading. For in many election dis-
triets, the Christian Democrats and Liberal Democrats,
both ¢onservative bourgeois parties, were not allowed to
nominate candidates. Since this oceurred mainly in
rural areas, where the conservative’ parties might rea-
sonably be expected to be strongest, it seems likely that
in an honest election in which the opposition was al-
lowed a full'slate, the Stalinists might not have ae-
quired a majority.

In the larger cities of the Russian zone, the Stalm—
ists ‘did surprisingly bad, despite Russmn aid. In.
Leipzig, a large industrial town which in pre- -Hitler
‘days had always had a strong working class movement,
the rightist parties polled 196,650 votes compared to
171,777 votes for the Stalinist SED. What is espeeially
astonishing about this 'righnst vote, is that there are
virtually no Catholics in Saxony Pr ovince and the
Christian Democrats, a Catholic party, mnonetheless
polled 82,486 wvotes. Om: possible explanation is that
many Social Democrats, dissatisfied with the Russian-
forced “merger” of the Social Democrats and Stalinists,
voted for the Christian Democrats as a means of pro-
test.

In another key industrial town, Dresden, the rightist
parties gained a clear majority. In the cities of Eisen-
ach, Erfurt, Gotha, Jena and Weimar, the Liberal Dem-
ocrats ran first, with the SED second and the Christian
Democrats third. In industrial Halle and Merseburg
the combined right party votes was larger than that of
the SED.

The results of these local elections are very reveal-
ing, even if not yet completely coneclusive. There is
every reason to believe that the behavior of the Russian
occupying armies has thoroughly alienated large masses
of the German people. Despite their' control of nearly
half of Germany-and their grant to the SED of favored
election opportunities, the Russians have not succeeded
in forcing on the German workers their puppet parties
and agents. The tragedy of the situation is that the
legitimate revulsion against Stalinism takes the form
of increased strength for the right-wing parties.

The elections are, however, not to be taken too much
at face value precisely because of the fact that in each
zone the favored party did win. What the result of a
nation-wide, genuinely free election would be, it is diffi-
cult to predict—except for one thing: the Stalinists
would not be nearly the power which their supporters,
innocent and otherwise, have claimed.
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GREEK REVOLUTIONISTS
APPEAL AGAINST TERROR'"

A plea has been addressed to the
workers of the world by the Central
Committee of the Internationalist
Communist Party of Greece (Trot-
skyists) for aid against the -terrible
terror loosed by the Greek govern-

ot on. the peoble of Groase, (Thei¥ ;i They conelide thieis “pled With' thiése

plea provokes a burning mdlgnatmn.

“Qur country,” they - wrlte “lias
been transformed
hell..

by

.. Those houses that were' spared
e war,..are today being burned

by the hordes of the monarchist gov-~

ernment. Extraordinary’ courts - mar-
tial are functioning without ' pause.
Every day death sentences are pro-

nounced and the firing' squads exe-

cute by the dozens the' most heroic
sons of the laboring people. Dragnets,
raidg and patrols by the police keep
the working class quarters in unceas-
ing anguish and terror. The Slavo-
Macedonians are literally extermi-
nated by fire and sword. All through
the country mass arrests are being
carried out.

“In unhealthy prisons, workers and:

poor peasants...are piled together

in an unbreathable atmosphere., ..
Those who are arrested, if they are
not assassinated out_right, are sub-

into a horrible-

nntted to a torture which makes ione *

. shudder, L0

“The trade unions are practlcally
dissolved, their offices forcibly occu-
pied by. police and provocateurs. La-
bor printshops'are daily attdcked by
the 'savages. The labor' newspapers
are hit by the unbridled repressions
of the state -and fascist gangs.” :

words:

“Workers brethers, in the name of
international class -solidarity, in' the
name of socialism, take mup the de-
fense of the workers of our country.

“Show that wotking class solidarity -

is not an émpty word.

“Show that the working class is all-
powerful,

“Long live
class!”

“Long live world - wide wurking
elass solidarity!”

This is a plea that cannot go un-
heeded. It is necessary that we rouse
a storm of protest. The Workers Par-
ty is planning a campaign in behalf
of our terrorized Greek brothers, and
further details on this will appear
soon in LABOR ACTION. We ask

the world werking

you to consider{this in your clubs -

and organizations—picket the Greek

* and British consulates where possi-

ble, cable protests, demand an end fo
the terror.

ILP AGAIN WINS '
MAXTON'S SEAT

James Carmichael, running for the
\Independent Labor Party, has won
the Bridgeton seat in Parliament va-
cated by the. death of ILP Leader
James Maxton. Carmichael had

. strong oppesition in a five-cornered
fight. ThHe vote'is-of ¢onsiderable sig=:"

nificance. Although the ILP is ex-
tremely confused in its socialist poli-
ties, although rits political line may
be described as muddle-headed cen-
Arism, embracing a variety of opin-
ions and attitudes, it does seek to
appear before the English working
class as an internationalist. socialist
organization. Its Bridgeton vote, pre-
dominantly working class, was there-
fore a clear vote for socialist politics.

CORRECTION

The name of the newly-elected gen-
eral secretary of the French Inter-
nationalist Communist Party (Fourth
International) unfortunately appeared
garbled in last week's issue. The
name of the new secretary is Yvon
Craipéau, A Workers Party bulletin
will shortly appear reporting the
French party convention in greater
detail. Interested readers can obtain
a .copy by sending 25 cents to the
kaers Party office—E. G.

MAJOR BARBARA, by George Ber-
nard Shaw. Penguin Baoks, 25
Cents,

Reviewed by ABE VICTOR

George Bernard Shaw wrote “Ma-
jor Barbara” more than forty years
ago. In 1941, with minor changes, it
appeared as a motion picture, prob-
ably as one of the best, the most ex-
citing of that year. Why is “Major
Barbara” still able to stir a profound
reaction in a modern audience?

Its theme is quite simple. Barbara
Undershaft, an inspired Salvation
Army worker, is also the daughter
of a charming, clever but quite cold-
blooded munitions magnate. Barbara
falls in love with a young scholar,
Adolphus Cusins. She hates the bil-
lionaire exploiters whose factory sys-
tems cause such misery, among the

* impoverished workers of the London

slums. But she learns by bitter ex-
perience that the Salvation Army,
which she hopes will rescue the poor,
is merely the instrument whereby
billionaires stave off the worst as-
pects of poverty, thereby saving
themselves and bourgeois society
from the social consequences of
starvation among the unemployed.

The play sparkles because of its
remarkably clever dialogue and be-
cause its characters, whether clever

or stupid, rich or poverty - stricken,
strong or weak in personality, are
still intelligently and sympathetically-
drawn. Their weaknesses are not
over-simplified. But one of the best
attributes of the play is Shaw’s con-
stantly recurring and devastating
comment upon bourgeois ' morality.
Since this morality is as alive today,
with slight modification, as it was
forty years ago, the play is effective
not ‘only for its artistry but for its
biting and ironic jabs at the ethics
of bourgeois society.

The basw idea contamed in the
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play is that, given the conditions of
bourgeois exploitation, men like An-
drew Undershaft tend to strive ruth-
lessly and mercilessly to attain
wealth and power so that they will
not become the exploited victims of
that wealth and power. Workers like
Peter Shirley, in spite of their indus-
try, remain poor and in their old age
become paupers. Social workers and
Salvation Army lassies are, in reality,
the instruments of the wealthy.

What furnishes an important
source of the humor in this play is

. the sub-theme that the children of

the man who ruthlessly creates the
billionaire enterprises and who may’
inherit them are, because of a life of
parasitic luxury, idiots, imbeciles and
wastrels. The soft sons and daughters
of the billienaires continue to live
on the-profits of their father's wealth;
but they cannot manage it.

Here are the mechanies of modern
society laid bare in a quite simple
story which is nevertheless over-
whelming in its implications. The
success of this play can be traced to
two aspects of Shaw's development;
his feeling for the stage, more par-
ticularly of the quick play of ideas
through personality and situation;
and his knowledge of some Marxian
sociology.

The Negro Digest recently conducted a poll
among Negroes on the question, “Should Negroes
support compulsory army training?”’ The poll,
taken in April of this year, showed an overwhelm-
ingly negative vote. The percentage breakdown
by geographical areas was as follows: ~

Yes No Undegided
4 93 3 i
b 90 b
T 82 . 10

The almost total opposition to eompulsory rml—
itary training is very impressive. It is all the
more indicative when contrasted with polls taken
among the general population, where a good two-
thirds support compulsory military training. Fur-
ther, Negro opposition has increased since Oec-
tober, 1945, when a similar poll was taken.

The figures are also interesting in showing the
higher level of consciousness existing in northern
Negroes in contrast to those of the South, where
opposition to military training is‘eleven per cent
less than in the North.

‘e

REASONS FOR NEGRO OPPOSITION

The reason for the opposition to military
training is simple. It lies in the army policy of
Jim Crow. which during the war reached the ab-
solute * ut logical madness of Jim Crow blood
plasma.

The end of the war did not mean the end of
Jim Crow. It merely took other and additional
forms. Recently, at a time when selective service
pools were running low,; it was announced that no
more Negro enlistments would *be accepted. Fur-
ther, Negroes will no longer be sent to Europe—
only to the South Pacifie.

The reason for barring Negroés from the ETO

' is’ obvious. The Negro quickly learned in Europe

that discrimination as practiced in the United
Stdtes was virtually non-existent. That is why
many Negro troops took their discharges in Eu-
rope to settle there. Europe puts ideas into Ne-
groes heads—strange ideas about equality.

For that reason the army brass considers the
South Pacific a better place for them. The caste
lines with native colored populations have been
sharply drawn there. Further, life on some God-
forsaken atoll is rude and uncivilized ‘compared
to life even in devastated Europe. Hence the as-
signment of Negroes to the more primitive areas
of the world.

It is not difficult to see why Negroes do not
take seriously the present airy chatter about
democratizing the army,

L] .

WHY NEGROES ENLIST IN THE ARMY

If this is so, then why are Negroes attempting
to join or #ejoin the army in such large numbers?
For it is a fact that the re-enlistment rate is
proportionately higher than among whites. Ne-
groes constifute fourteen per cent of all persons
who, following the war, elected to remain in the
army.

Some, of course, hoped to get, to Europe, where
despite the insane. discipline, of the army.and the
infuriating Jim Crow, a Negro can more nearly
hold up his head like a human being. But the de-
sire to enlist persists even after the chance to
go to Europe has dlsappeared

The main motive for joining is an economic
one—as it is among an incrgasing number of
white troops. With the new pay schedules which
prevail, the dependency allotments, and the army
food, a Negro and his dependents can very often
live better than in eivil life. This is especially
true of the depressed Southern Negro whose mis-
erable job opportunities are even worse than
those of the Northern Negro.

There are few worse indictments of the evils
of life under capitalism than that a man should
join the army to escape them.

You See? Just Like He Said!

“...I do not differentiate among soldiers.
[ do not say white soldiers and Negro sol-
diers....To my mind, I have had a task in
this war that makes me look upon soldiers
as soldiers.”

Gen. Eisenhower, June 15, 1945,
v a

“Simultaneous with an announcement by
Selective Service offiicals that” 155,000 men
must be recruited by next March, the War
Department declared it was clos:ng the
doors to Negro enlistments.”

New Republic, August 5, 1946.
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The Native

By JERRY TODD

Liberals of the United States, and the many union officials
who are saturated with middle class idealism, are highly in-
dignant these days because the Committee on Un-American
Affairs of the House of Representatives has refused to inves-
tigate the Ku Klux Klan, which has again sprung up in many
states.

On all sides—from Senators, from AFL central labor un-
jons, from CIO leaders—one hears that the Klan is “un-
American.”

Yet there is no question but that in a way the House com-
mittee is on sound grounds in refusing to investigate the Klan.

Webster’s dictionary defines “un-Ameri¢an” as not charac-
teristic of, or consistent with American customs, principles, ete.

BY THIS DEFINITION, the Klan passes muster as a 100
per cent American institution. For eighty years, it has been
a factor in the life of the United States, appearing at times
of particular social and economic tension.

The Ku Klux Klan is as American as the belief of many
white, Protestant, native citizens that they constitute a privi-
leged and ruling stratum of the population.

The Klan is as American as the belief -of the southern
cracker that there is nothing wrong about the odor of the old
black mammy, but that the odor of the most refined, delicate,
clean colored person is offensive if that colored person chances
to meet one upon terms of equality.

ONE PART OF AMERICA

The prejudices upon which the Klan rests are part of the
American credo—that a Negro’s vote may always be readily
bought for a dollar; that nobody knows so well as the South-
erner how to handle a colored person; that whenever a Negro
is educated he refuses to work and becomes a criminal; that
no atheist has read the Bible or pondered upon the stars; that
all immigrants come to America in search of liberty, and that
when they attempt to exercise it they should be immediately
sent back; that people of Oriental blood always have very wily
natures and that they glide about without making'a sound;
that all male Negroes secretly hanker after every white woman.
they see, etc., ete. . :

The Klan is as American as the use of brutality and vio-
lence by the employing class (who own everything and create
nothing), against the class of workers (who possess nothing
and create everything).

Yes, only a liberal, a man with “penetrating eyes,” would
deny that the Ku Klux Klan, with its anti-labor, anti-Negro
bias, is part of the American tradition, though, of course, not
all of it.

Wherever there is a class society, wherein one class ex-
ploits other classes, there you have a Ku Klux Klan, or its
counterpart, It was so in the early slave-trading America. It
is so today, wherever imperialism holds sway. So long as
capitalism rules, the ruling minority will always seek, by ter-
ror and by prejudice, by legal and by extralegal means, to

1

Answering Questions Often Put Before

The First of Two Articles on the Ku Klux Kian:

L

Fascists in Nightshirts |

divide the exploited, to set one group .of slaves against the

others, to keep alive and nurture the wvilest and meanest
superstitions,

KLAN ORGANIZED IN 1866

The original Ku Klux Klan was organized in the South,
as an aftermath of the Civil War, in 1866, by a group of
young Confederate soldiers. They called their secret society
by the Greek nameg, Kuklos, meaning the circle. Other secret
societies, organized for the same purpose, to terrorize the Ne-
groes and to oppose the reconstruction measures of the north-
ern radical Republicans, were the Knights of the White
Camelia (larger than the Klan), the White League, the In-
visible Circle, the Pale Faces, etc. '

But the anti-alien, anti-Catholic aspeets of the Klan plat-
form had their counterparts in other periods of American his-
tory—in the American Party (the so-called “Know Nothings")
of the 1850’s, and later, in the American Protective Associa-
tion, organized in 1887.

The original Klan was modeled after the federal govern-
ment. The entire South was the Invisible Empire, under a
Grand Wizard; each state was a Realm under a Grand
Dragon; several counties formed a Dominion under ¢ Grand
Titan; each county was e Province under a Grand Giant; the
smallest division was a Den, also ruled by someone grand,
Grand Cyclops. .

It is American to love mystery, fable, spookery—witness
the businessmen luncheon clubs and fraternal orders, even the
rituals of many unions. The Klan with its mystery has ever
attracted the ignorant and superstitious. In the post Civil
War period the Klan at its height had 550,000 members, that
is, nearly the entire adult male white population of the South.
It effectively terrorized the Negro, forcing his retreat into
political subservience to the white man. The North finally
capitulated to the South, and the Klan dwindled after 1872,
leaving in its stead a number of local organizations, like the
White League of Louisiana. S

REVIVED AFTER FIRST WORLD WAR

After the First World War there arose a great social erisis,
marked by vast strikes such as the steel strike. of 1919, the
railroad shopmen’s strike, the packinghouse strike; by the de-
mobilization of hundreds of thousands of veterans who had
lea}‘ned to defend themselves and to use arms; marked by the
emigration northward of many thousand Negroes to better
paying war-time jobs; and marked by the depression and un-
employment of the early 1920's. .

\

Of course the Klan revived. In 1915, heralded by a big mass.

meeting on Stone Mountain near Atlanta, Ga., similar to the

recent publicized meeting held on that same mountain by the

Klan, it revived. Big Business needed an extra-legal organiza-
tion like the Klan. It bought and paid for it. '

The new Klan professed various motives. In the South, it

appealed to the fundamentalist beliefs in morals and religion,

. and whipped up the anti-Negro prejudices of the populace., In

the North it was more blatantly anti-labor, anti-Bolshevik,
anti-alien. _ ;

It wutilized mass meetings, cross burnings, anonymous
threats, whipping, tarring and feathering, burning and mur-
der to achieve its ends. From October, 1920, to October, 1921,
one year, the New York WORLD tabulated the Klan’s violent
actions as follows: four killings, one mutilation, one branding
with acid, forty-one floggings, twenty-seven tarrings, five kid-
napings, forty-three persons warned to Iec‘we town, fourteen
communities threatened by posters, sixteen parades of masked
men, ete.

WHY THE KLAN DECLINED

There is an interesting article on-the Klan in the Social
Science Encyclopedia, written by M. 8. Sandman. It is inter-
esting because it exposes the lack of understanding and the
distortion of truth by the author.

The author attributes the dying out of the post-war Klan
to a series of articles which began in the N. Y. World in Sep-
tember, 1921, exposing the Klan as a money-making machine,
and to a Congressional investigation of the Klan.

The liberal longs to believe that all that is required to stop

an organization like the Klan is to “expose” it. .

But the facts about the Klan give the lie to the author.

The Klan was exposed in 1921. It didn’t die. It continued
to grow by leaps and bounds, and its membership by 1924
reached 6,000,000. It became a political factor in many states,
electing a Senator in Texas, and wielding considerable political
power in Arkansas, Connecticut, Indiana, Oklahoma, Alabama,
Georgia and Oregon. ¥

It died down in the late 1920’s—not from exposure, not
from liberal righteousness, but from a more potent medicine—
relative prosperity.

When there is almost enough to go around for everybody,
when all are eating and drinking and are being sheltered, and
have jobs, the Klan can’t prosper. Human nature changes a
little, during the course 'of such periods (increasingly infre-
quent in our society). '

This, incidentally, is why we socialists believe that in a
socialist society that will provide an abundance for all, racial

prejudice and many other prejudices and fountainheads of

irrational behavior, will wither and disappear.

. Came the depression of the 1930’s and the Klan revived
again. Many readers will remember the Klan murder of Frank
Norman, organizer of the United Citrus Workers’ Union, in
Florida. More will recall the brutal Klan murder of Joseph
Shoemaker, socialist, and the flogging of his associates, on
November 30, 1935, in Tampa. You may recall other cowardly
atrocities by the Klan against labor in the Northern states.
You all remember the rise of similar organizations to the Klan
in the 1930’s—Father Coughlin, the Sliver Shirts, ete. Only
the artificial wartime prosperity caused them to relapse into
1 period of dormanecy.

. (The second half of this article will appear next week.—
Ed.)

The Prospects for a Small Revoldi;'onary Party

A GPU Music

The cultural purge in Russia
continues. The fierce dictatorial
repressions based on fantastically
rediculous critical judgments have
this time struck Dmitri Shostako-
vich, until now hailed by the Sta-
linists as a great composer. In the
journal “Culture and Life,” pub-
lished by the Agitation and Propa-
-ganda Committée of ‘Stalin’s party -
(obviously the proper committee to
evaluate music...) one I. Nestiev
accuses Shostakovich’s Ninth and’
latest symphony of lacking “warm
ideological conviction.”

The Stalinist cri!_;ic——w_ho was,
probably intended for a job as-a
GPU guard in a Russian forced
labor camp but became a music
critic instead—writes that Shos-
takovich’s Ninth shows. that the
composer “has not overcome in
himself the ironical skeptic” It
suffers further, the GPU Music
Gue}rd writes—as if ironical skep-
ticism weren’t a serious enough
{aultl—from “the cynical and evil
grotesque, the tone of meyrciless
joking and ridicule...the cold
jrony of stylization.”

The reader, even if not a musi-
cal specialist, will readily see that
from the grievous error of iromi-
cal skepticism to the unforgivable
crime of the cold irony o{ styliza-
tion—well, all that is left for a
composer faced with such irrefut--
able charges is to plead for mercy.

Consider further that Shostako-
vich has been warned before. In
1936 the GPU Musi¢c Guards in-
formed him that his ballet, “Lim-
pid Stream,” was (as Pravda put
it) “unwholesome’ and cheap.”
What is more, Stalin couldn’t

By ERNEST ERBER

(The following article is a contin-
uation of a series by Ernest Erber
explaining the aims of the Workers
Party to new readers of LABOR AC-
TION. The series was interrupted af-
ter the first two articles appeared in
‘our issues of August 5 and 12 as a re-
sult of Erber’s absence on a national
speaking tour.—Editors.)

In our last article (“Who Is Be-
hind the ,Workers Party?”’) we
stated that only a party composed
of workers who were prepared to
‘'sacrifice their time and efforts for
the ideas they believed in would re-
main true to its working class aims.
We said we were positive that the
workers were capable of the idealism
necessary for such self-sacrificing
devotion because they have continu-
ally given evidence of it in strike
struggles which involved more than
an immediate dollar and cents gain
for them. In this sense, idealism is
but another term for class conscious-
ness. The latter, we pointed out, was
based upon understanding. The most
class conscious, we said, were those
who achieved an understanding that
went beyond solidarity in the trade
union struggle and succeeded in com-
prehending the “long-range, historic
goal of.the working class in re-or-
ganizing society upon a Socialist
basis.” It was from among these, we
added, that the members of the
Workers Party came.

At this point the skeptic among
the new readers said:

“But lrow many are there who un-
derstand these things today? Isn't it
true that your Workers Party con-
sists of only a handful of people?
How can such a small party get any-
where?”

The last thing that the Workers
Party seeks to do is to conceal the
fact that its numbers are small. It
has no need to engage in wild exag-
gerations of its size, as so many
small parties do, because it does not
regard its present size to be the de-
cisive factor in its ability to achieve
its goal. If the achievement of So-
cialism depended upon the strength
of the party today then the question
of whether the Workers Party had
five hundred or a thousand or five
thousand members would surely
make no difference, for one figure
would be as inadequate as the other.

HISTORICAL REASONS

OQur party will begin to “get some-
where” only when historical develop-
ment has prepared the ground for it..

~

In this premise we stand upon one of .

the basic tenets of Scientific Social-
ism or Marxism. Karl Marx-laid it
down nearly’ a hundred years ago
when he wrote:

“Man makes his own history, but
he does not make it out of the whole
eloth; he does not make it out of con-
ditions chosen by himself, but out of
such as he finds close at hand. (The
Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bona-
parte.)"” )

What Marx taught was that men

* could change the conditions under

which they live but only in accord-
ance with the basic course of his-
torical development. They could not
arbitrarily run against the current
of historical development nor would
they run ahead of it. This current of
historical development is based, in
the fundamental sense, upon eco-
nomic development. However, the
Jatter gives rise to a whole series of
complicated and contradictory po-
litical, cultural, psychological and
sociological factors which often com-
bine in such a way as to play a tre-
mendously important role. Though
their role is never decisive in that it
never reverses the basic current of
historical development, it is yet often
important enough to vastly speed up
or slc}w down social change.

Let us give some examples of
what we mean. Had one set out to
organize ¢rade unions in this coun-
try during the late 1700’s, one’s most
brilliant efforts would have been
doomed to failure. Even had an or-
ganizing committee been formed
with such writers as Thomas Jeffer-
son and Benjamin Franklin, such
agitators as Tom Paine and Patrick
Henry, and such organizers as Sam
Adams, its converts would still have
been only a handful. Yet in the late

1800’s far less talented speakers,
writers and organizers enrolled mil-
lions of workers in the Knights of
Labor and, later, the American Fed-
eration of Labor, We need not ex-
plain much.to show what had hap-
pened in the hundred year period be-
tween the two dates. The develop-
ment of industry, the growth of a
class of industrial workers, the
sharpening battles between labor
and capital all plowed the soil for
the rise of the mass trade union
movement. . .

FORERUNNERS OF TODAY

Let us carry this example further.
From the earliest years of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor outstand-
ing leaders of labor have advocated
organizations along industrial lines.
Men like Eugene Debs and Bill Hay-
wood stumped the country for years
on behalf of this idea. A number of
the important unions of the AFL
were committed to it. Yet some forty
years passed before it was realized
in 1936 with the formation of the
CIO. In this case the lapse cannot be
explained by economic development
alone. The mass production indus-
tries which became the backbone of
the CIO were already fully devel-

oped by the end of the First World
War. A wholé¢ series of other factors
related with the development of the
American working class and the la-
bor movement in this country, many
-of thent' conjurctural and “acciden-
tal,” combined to delay the appear-
ance of the CIO.

In one sense, 'one can say that the
history of the American working
class as an organized movement on
the economic field only began twelve
years ago with the appearance of
the CIO. The difference between
three million organized workers at
the high-poinf.of the AFL at the end
of World Wan. I and fiffeen million
organized workers today is not a
mere quantitative difference. Before
the CIO was formed only a thin up-
per-layer of skilled workers were
organized. Today the working class
as such is organized. Those workers
still unorganized today, except for
the South, are relatively.unimpor-
tant. If one dates the appearance of
the first nation-wide labor organiza-~
tion back to the 1860's when the Na-
tional Labor Union was organized,
one can say it took American work-
ers fully seventy years to achieve
anything near total economic organi-
zation.
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Compared to this record, the Eng-

. lish workers achieved the amount of

organization, proportionate to their
numbers, in half the time. What
roughly corresponds to our CIO
movement took--place in. England in
the early 1900’s. The speed with
which workers on the Continent, like
the German, Scandinavian, Belgian,
ete., achieved their economic organi-
zation makes the English, in turn,
seem very slow.

How explain these differences? By
the wisdom of the leaders in one
country compared with another? By
the skill of labor agitators, writels
and organizers in one country as
compared with another? No. This is
not the answer. :

The answer is rooted in the his-
torical development of each country.
The wisdom and skill of the labor
leaders can make a difference. But it
is relatively unimportant in the long
run. The labor leader, like anyone
else, cannot make history “out of
conditions chosen by himself, but out
of such as he finds close at hand.”

TIME AND PLACE

Let us take another example. The
ideas of social and economie reform
which bécame known as the “New
Deal” were not brilliant discoveries
on the part of Roosevelt and his
“brain trust.” Each of these reforms
had been advocated for years by
various groups or individuals. Had
Roosevelt run on a platform calling
for these reforms in 1920 or 1924 he
would not have received much sup-
port. As a matter of fact, Robert La
Follette, Sr.-did run for President
in 1924 on a platform calling, more
or less, for the very things that the
“New Deal” adopted ten years later.
Yet LaFollette carried only his own
state of Wisconsin.

Or another example, this time
from the reactionary eamp. Had
Hitler written his MEIN KAMPF
in 1900 it would have attracted the
attention of only a handful of crack-
pots. Even had he organized thém
into a movement and agitated up and
down Germany, he would have found
little response. It took Germany's
defeat in the war, the failure of the
Socialists to make a« revblution, the
Versailles treaty, the inflation, the
paralysis of the Weimar Republic
and the mass unemployment follow-
ing 1929 to plow the soil for the Hit-
ler movement. As a matter of fact,
Hitler's movement almost folded up
between 1924 and 1928 when Ger-
many had a few prosperous years.

We therefore see that the question
is not one of how we “expect to get
anywhere with such a small party.”
The real question is this: Are the
ideas of the Workers Party in line
with historical development-in gen-
eral and the future political develop-
ment of the United States in partie-
ular? Is history plowing the soil for

the seeds which our party is planting °

today? Will millions of workers rally
to the ideas of our party tomorrow?
We of the Workers Party are su-
premely confident that they will. Our
reasons for this belief Wwill be dealt
with in our next article,

Censors Shostakovich

“ist these days:-you don't even
~markable flexibility.

* of which suggest, their themes of

Critic

whistle its main tunes, and there
is clearly no point in.permitting
music which Stalin can’t whisle.
On that occasion, Dmitri showed
the proper contrition—he con-
fessed, so to speak—and wrote a
few booming symphonies which
Stalin could whistle. And all the
little Stilinists' could whistle them,
too, from the Kremlin right down
to 13th Street and the Freiheit
Choir. Now, however, what will
they whistle? o g

It’s pretty tough to be a Stalin-

know what' to-whistle. +* ¥
But—let us not forget Shostako-
vich. Will he adapt himself again?
In the past he has shown a re-
When' :the
Stalinists enteréd their: ultra-left
“third period” in the early 1930’s,
he wrote the May Day and Octo-
ber Symphonies, the very names

struggle. After g:,quular Front,
both symphonies were withdrawn: -
themes of struggle smacked of
Trotskyism! And when Stalin
shook hands with von Ribbentrop
and Molotov discovered that fas-
¢lsm was a matter of taste, Shos-
cagovich who knew on which sidu
of the party line his bread was
buttered, composed his Fifth Sym-
phony which—such a  delica*”
touch!—contained large chunks of
‘Strauss ‘and Mahler, both “Ger-
manie” composers.

So you see Dmitri has known
‘how to-.adapt himself before. Yet
the charges have never before
been so ‘serioms, After all, ironical
. skepticism in a symphony is noth-
ing to-pass off so lightly.—I. H.

Wm. Dunne EXpe"ed F

By Stalinist Party

William F. Dunne is the most recent
prominent Communist Party member
to be expelled .in the current drive
of the Foster-Dennis leadership to
to whip the membership into line
behind the new policies of American
Stalinism. Of the latest group of peo-
ple so expelled, McKenney, Minton,
Smith and Dunne, the latter is by
far the most important. Not so much
for what he counted.in the Stalinist
Party of today, but for his past.

Dunne came out of Montana as ‘a
leader in a state dominaled by the
copper - interests;: He -brought .with-
him fo the young and. militant Com~
munist Party of twenty-five years ago
the spirit of native American work-
ing class struggle and rose quickly
in the leadership of the organization:
At one time he was co-editor of the
Daily Worker; at all times he was
one of its leading trade union -func-
tionaries. The protracted factionalism
of the Twenties and the subsequent
Stalinization of the party had a cor-
rupting influence on this man.
Charged with personal weaknesses
fatal to a working class leader,
Dunne was removed from leadership
of even a Stalinist party which is no-
toriously corrupt politically.

For some years Dunne was com-®
pletely out of Stalinist political life
but he was maintained by the party,
as they say, in the hopé that he
would rehabilitate himself and be of
service to thém. But apparently
Dunne was never able to rehabili-
tate himself, even'in the cause of
Stalinism. The party was never able
to make the use of him it desired in
championing its anti- working class
politics and practices. But this was
not due to any serious political rea-
sons. Dunne never really understood
the nature of the struggle of Trotsky
against Stalinist degeneration in the
early days of the struggle. He finally.
found his way to support Stalin. But
before that he once wrote back glee-
fully from Moscow in 1926 that
“Trotsky was back with a vengeance.”
Perhaps the Stalinists have never
forgotten this and have inscribed it
in his dossier.

But now, in the concrete situation
arising out of the struggle against
Browderism, which is only more bla-
tant Feosterism—or, rather, the con-
tinmation of Stalinist policy in Amer-
ica with new emphases growing out
of the new world political relations
—Dunne was caught up with as an

“pppositionist” to party policies from
the “left.”

Still trying to mobilize the party
behind the swift and sudden removal

of the “beloved leader, Browder,” °

Foster finds it necessary to carry on

the fight against what he calls the -

“left” in the party, those who advo-
cate what they think is a.class strug-
gle policy. Since it is a totalitarian
party, the CP finds it necessary to
denounce its new victims for having
advanced the “petty bourgeois, an-
archistic slogan of ‘freedom of criti-
cism’ _to, facililate their propaganda’
of views hostile to the party.” And
the -party must: earry on the fight
against “both Browder revisions and
Jefl’ septariamism (which) challenge
the basic strategy and tactical line
which our party has worked out....”
It is the same old story: Against the
so-called right and the so-called left
in what is actually a struggle inside
of a movement which is as a whole
anti-working class and counter-reve-
lutionary. Even the criticisms of the
Dunnes, Smiths and McKenneys flow
from basic Stalinist premises. Most if
not all of these people have lived too
long with Stalinism, have too long
endorsed its crimes against the work-
ing class to be of any service to so-
cialism, They are in essence Stalinist
hacks. who stepped out of line and
were, therefore, thé victims of pro-
cedures characteristic of this move-
ment.
~ We ‘ecan only.repeat what we wrote
in our editorial of two weeks ago:
“Thus, ‘the American ‘Communist

Party pursues an, imperialist policy,

completely subordinated to Moscow,

and eannot tolerate the slightest dif- .
.ferences of opinion within: its ranks.
_The effort made to paint William Z.

Foster with a leftist brush fails com-

pletely. It is obvious that the switch =

to him was made because Browder
was so compromised that the present
policies could not have been inaugu-
rated under his auspices.

“The McKenney, Minton and Smith
expulsions, however, .reveal that un-
derneath the heavy bureaucratic
crust that covers the Stalinist Party,
dissatisfaction takes place even to
the point of struggle against the lead-
ership and its ‘policies. There are
thousands of mififant workers in that
party who can and ‘must be won

away from its counter-revolutionary, .
anti - working class environment."—

Carl Davis.

New York Election -
Campaign Meeting

" COME AND HEAR '~
ERNEST RICE McKINNEY -

Workers Party Candidate in the 22nd Congressional Bistrict (Harlem
' And

MAX SHACHTMAN
Workers Party Candidate in the 15th Congressional District (Brooklyn)
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 8:30 P. M.

IMPERIAL HALL, 160 West 129th St. (near Seventh Ave.)
Auspices: Workers Party Campaign Committee

ADMISSION: 10 CENTS
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EW DEVELOPMEN

By F. FOREST
1. THE FOURTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN

Russia has a most erying need for a labor
force large enough and productive enough to cope
with the devastation wrought by the war and the
norms of the Fourth Five-Year Plan, which is,
first and foremost, a plan for machine construec-
tion. The promises given to the workers regard-
ing a rise in their standard of living is made
strictly dependent upon *a consistent ‘and syste-
matic reduction of the cost of all goods and on
wide-scale construction of all kinds of scientific
research institutes to enable science to develop its
forces.” (Stalin) In other words, the Russian
worker is told that if he wishes a raise in wages,
he had better display a high labor productivity
since, basically, a “reduction of the cost of all
goods” is dependent upon it. Until science will
have developed a form of synthetic feeding, the

ussian worker must continue to earn his food
through the conveyor-belt system.,

The question of the labor force must be viewed
against a background of the loss of seven million
men in a war which left 256 million persons home-
less. These, Molotov tells us, live in “dug-outs or
worse.” Being ill-housed and ill-fed, the Russian
worker is now told that he must also remain ill-
clothed. Even, theoretically, for example, only 240,

‘million pairs of shoes are planned for .the year

1950, the last year of the Fourth Five-Year Plan.
This means hardly more than one pair of shoes,
every two years, per person. This is not the ex-
'peption but the rule for all of light industry. In
the production of cotton and woolen fabrics, more-
pver, the Fourth Five-Year Plan sets the follow-
ing figures: 4.6 billion square yards and 160
million square yards respectively. Here is how
this compares with previous plans:

: 1932 1937 1942
Cotton .......... 4.7 5.1 4.9
Wool .covveveenen 270 220 177

In other words, the plan for 1950 for light in-
dustry is less than for the First Five-Year Plan,
and this at a time when Russia has in the mean-
time incorporated 25 million additional people into
her empire! : '

The only exception to the sector of means of
consumption goods is, even as in Czarist times,
the production of vodka, which is planned annu-
ally at 11-12 pints per person. (Since the “per '
person” includes children in the cradle, the Rus-

sian worker, in reality, is assured of a greater
number of pints.) )

When the Russian worker asks why must he
continue to be so ill-clothed in the “land of social-
ism,” he is told that before he can have textiles,
he must have textile machines, and the plan for
the machine construction calls for a 200 per cent
rise above 1940. Outside of machine construction,

-no such high target figures exist for heavy indus-

try, but, in contrast to the light industry, they
are exceedingly high, in each case representing
a percentage of 1940, though below the plan for
1942, set up before war broke out.

in millions of tons

1940 1942 1950
. 15 22 19.5
. 183 28 25.4
166 443 250

31 48.5 364

Electrie power .... 48 75 82 (bln.kwt. hr.)

The average annual rate of increase planned
for heavy industry is fourteen per cent, contrasted
to only seven per cent for light industry. More-
over, the leit motif of Stalin’s February 9th
speech, in which he first announced the Fourth
Five-Year Plan, was that this situation would
continue for many years, since the goal was to
catch up with the United States. “Perhaps three

‘new Five-Year Plans will be required to achieve

this, if not more.”

The much-oppressed Russian worker, weary,
hungry and destitute shows little interest for the
high plans for the continued further production

tion of means of consumption. Drew Middleton, of
The New York Times, who has just visited the
crucial Don Basin region tells that the economic
conditions and productivity of labor there is com-
parable to that of the devastated Ruhr. That, in
one sentence, tells us more of the devastation of
that region and the low produectivity of labor than
all the exhortations of Pravda, Trud and Komso-
molskaya Pravda.

2. THE RUIN CAUSED BY THE WAR

The invasion of the Ukraine in 1941 and the
devastation of its Don Basin region deprived Rus-

sia of 54 per cent of its coal production, 60 per °

cent of its production of pig iron, 48 per cent of
steel, 35 per cent of manganese, 50 per cent of
wheat and 74 per cent of sugar beet. Industrial
machinery, livestock and grain were systematic-
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ally removed by the Nazis, dams blown up, mines
flooded and factories destroyed. In some cases, as
in Leningrad, the Russians were successful in
transferring the equipment to new industrial

areas in the Urals, but most of the materials

could not be moved in time. In fact, despite all
ballyhoo, the growth of new industrial areas in
the Kuznetsk Basin, the Urals and the Amur
Valley in the Far East do not, in any appreciable
extent, make up for the lgss of no less than 25
per cent of its fixed capital. Official Soviet re-
ports to the Reparations Commission list the fol-
lowing destruction:

70,000 villages
6 million dwellings

81 million indugtrial enterprises

98 thousand collective farms

40 thousand miles of railroad (out of total
of 86 thousand)

17 million heads of cattle

and 40,000 tractors

When you add to this, the unprecedented wear
and tear of capital equipment, and put that along-
side the tremendous development in production in
the United States during the war, you can get
some semblance of the gigantie, if not impossible,
task facing the Russian worker in the next five-
year period which has as its aim the restoration
of the national economy to pre-war levels and an
inerease of industrial output of 30 per cent. As
we saw, this “general” increase means a decrease
in the production of consumer goods, a “general”
increase (200 per cent) in the sector of machine

: d . construction.
of means of production and ever lesser produc- *

The task is well-nigh impossible if it is in-
tended, as it always is by a ruling class, to cir-
cumseribe the achievement of the task within the
inter-imperialist framework, that is, without ben-
efit of proletarian revolutions, which the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy could not weather. But to try thus
to accomplish the plan means to take it out of the
hide of the Russian worker. It all boils down again
to how much oppression will the Russian worker
stand?

What has he done in the first six months of the
Plan? What is his relationship to the Russian
peasant? What is the relationship of the peasant
to the state? _

Next week we will return to a consideration
of the Plan, both on the industrial and agricul-
tural fronts, measured against accomplishments
and the crisis now sapping the Russiaq economy.

‘States.

T

T

By ERNEST RICE McKINNEY

" A monstrous crime has just been
perpetrated and a horrible tragedy
was performed at Lawrenceburg,
Tennessee. 1 refer to the Columbia,
Tennessee, trials which have just
been concluded and in which 25
Negroes were being tried for attempt-

.ed murder. Before the trial of the 25,

103 Negroes were kept in jail and
two of them were killed by “officers
of the law” for “attempting to es-
cape,” for attempting ‘“violence”
while being questioned, or for some
equally vague offense in the pres-
ence of the “guardians of the law”
such as it is in Tennessee and the en-
tire South. *

What is the crime and what is the
tragedy? The perpetration and the
organization of the crime began on
February 25 in this year of Lynching,

"the Four Freedoms and the Ameri-

can Way of Life. On that night in
Columbia, following a simple alfer-
cation between a Negro and a white
man, a white mob composed of uni-
formed policemen and armed white
civilians organized for the purpose
of “mopping up” the Negro section
of the town, with all the usual sav-
agery and blood-lust of the Southern
white mob on a recurrent campaign
of “teaching the Niggers to stay in

“their place.”

NEGROES FOUGHT BACK

The Negroes, who knew what fo
expect after some brave Negro had
dared be a man and defend himself
against insult, withdrew to their sec-
tion and armed themselves for the
defense of their persons and their
homes. Such action of course is not
tolerated from Negroes in the United
These courageous Negroes
huddled in the darkness of “Mink
Slide” and waited for the white mob.
During the night four white “officers
of the law” were shot. And during
the week the State of Tennessee and
the mob carried on a reign of terror
in the Negro section. Negro business
establishments were destroyed and
103 Negro men ant' boys were jailed.
White supremacy had triumphed, the
nobility of white manhood had been
demonstrated, and white womanhood
had been given full protection!

The state’s case against these Ne-
groes was based on the fact that four
white policemen had been shot. Who
shot them was of no concern to the
state or of its “decent white citizens.”
aAll that concerned these white people
was the fact that Negroes had armed
and were determined to die with the
dignity of human beings and not like
vermin tramped under foot or burned
at the stake. Of the 103 arrested, the
state selected 25 for trial on the
charge of “attempted murder.” Ten
of these 25 Negroes had only re-
cently returned from service in the
armed  forces, making the world safe
against Hitler or any future Hitler.
They thought they were fighting
against fascism, and for freedom and
equality.

It is really not strange that the
state included 10 Negro ex-service
men among the 25. Above all, Ne-
groes who have seen other countries
and other peoples, not as savage as
white Southerners, must be taught a
lesson. They must be taught that Jim

mob is the law,

Crow still rules in the U. 8. and that
where Negroes are concerned, the

Vincent Sheean, in his reports on
the trial fo the New York Herald
Tribune, wag surprised at the way
the trial was conducted. He need not
have been. This trial was conducted
as the trial of Negroes is usually con-
ducted in the U. S, and particularly

in the South, It must especially be

borne in mind that this was no ordi-
nary trial. It was the trial of Negroes
who had dared defend themselves
and not run like scared rabbits. These
Negroes armed theniselves and shot
back. Nowhere in the U. S. does the
law of self-defense apply to Negroes
as it does to white men. In this coun-
try the usual legal procedure about
self-defense is distorted, twisted and
perverted whenever and wherever
Negroes are involved. This perversion
is covered over with unctuous and
hypoeritical talk about “law and or-
der,” seeking the protection of the
“law,” and a pretended concern with
attempts fo discover whether or not
one’s life and home were really in
danger.

A KANGAROO COURT

The trial was conducted in a man-
ner to make even the most hard-
boiled and corrupted shyster lawyer
blush. The court permitted the state
prosecutor to do and say pretty much
as he pleased. The procedure was a
frame-up procedure and the trial was
a mere imitation of the proceedings
of a lynch court, just before the vic-
tim is burned at the stake. All_the
rules of cross-exanfination were vio-
lated in the case of the defense. The
defense not only had to contend
against the prosecutor but the judge.
Any evidence or tactic which would
have put the best face on the case
for the defendants was ruled out. The

judge barked and snarled at the de-

fense attorneys. No limit was put on
the prosecution but some of the nrost
telling evidence attempted by the de-
fense was ruled out. The. state’s wit-
nesses lied and lied, but the defense
was not permitted to demonstrate
that they wéte lying.

In his closing address to the jury
the prosecutor, one Bumpus, called
for the elimination of “rats,” “lice,”
“skunks,” “punks,” and “pimps"” who

"had come into the South from the

North. He demanded more hangings
because the Nuremberg trials were
not going to cause enough hangings.
He was against people with such
names as “Stinkski” and “Eleanor-
ski.” This was the way this little
shyster and ignorant blatherskite ad-
dressed a jury which was expected to
decide the fate of 25 Negroes accord-
ing to the law and the evidence,
After the deluge of filth, venom and
malignity the jury decided that two
of these 25 Negroes were guilty as
charged. Not one of them had been
proved guilty and not one of them
had had the opporturtity to be prop-
erly defended. Their lawers were on
trial in this court of “law” along with
the 25. It was an offense in this trial
for a defense lawyer to be presump-
tuous enough to demand either the
right of cross-examination or the
right to present relevant evidence.
Furthermore, no one on the side of
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the State was interested in the fact
that these Negroes had been attacked
by a mob, that they were defending
themselves, that two of them had
been murdered, that their stores had

been smashed in and that the whole ,

Negro population of Columbia had
been intimidated and brow -beaten
for weelks and months.

SAVING FACE A

But the sovereign State of Ten-
nessee had saved its face. ALL of the
hated vietims had not been acquit-
ted. At least some lesson would be
taught to Negroes who dared shoot
at white men. This court would teach
them to cry for mercy and be shot
like rats the next time a white mob
decided to invade the Negro -section.

Vincent Sheean, who wrote some
excellent articles on this trial before
the verdict, succumbed to the usual
liberal pap and nonsense after the
verdict was in. He was elated that
only two of the men had been econ-
victed. Democracy had triumphed:

only two innocent men were to be
railroaded to the staie’s dungeon. It
might have been 25. The jury was
composed of men of “courage and
decency.” It had the opportunity to
send all 25 up for 21 years and had
courageously and decently refrained.

The New York Times was also jubi-
lant at this demonstration of the
democratic spirit, the American Way
of Life. Only two iniigcent victims
were convicted. We mhust have pa-
tience. The Negroes of Columbia and
of the nation must have patience. It's
not as bad as it might have been, The
South has done better in days past.
Things are improving., All the Ne-
groes need do is turn their guns over
to the “decent” white citizens, work

“harder and pray more.

We say again: a monstrous crime
was perpeirated at thig frial and con-
vietion. Only fools, scoundrels of
“good will” and cowards can rejoice
over the outcome. But tragedy was
present also. There were Negroes
present testifying for the state. This

Timid *“Left-Wing”’ Wins at
French Socialist Convention

By SAUL BERG

The reports in the American press
on the recent congress of the French
Socialist Party were so garbled be-
cause of the political illiteracy of the
correspondents, that all sorts of in-
correct interpretations of political
trends in France became rife among
circles here. The congress was im-
portant and significant in revealing
trends in France, and it will be
worth our while to. assemble the
main facts as to what happened, and
attempt to draw lessons.

The Blum-Mayer leadership of the
Socialists was repudiated by the eon-
vention and a new “left” tendeney,
headed by a young deputy from Pas-
de-Calais, Guy Mollet, constitutes
the majority on the new ewecutive
committee of the Party, This ten-
dency is, if anything, more strongly
anti-Stalinist than the rest of the
party, far from representing any
trend toward unity with the Com-
munist Party. There is a pro-Stalin-
ist group of some size in the SP, but
it 18 not this one. :

The only concrete action taken by
the convention on relations with the
Stalinists was to dissolve the “En-
tente” committee of the party whose
task had ‘been to achieve unity of
action with the CP.

The general political tendency of
the Mollet group is revealed by its'
actions at the convention to be that
of an exceedingly timid centrist
group. The leadership of the group
is loaded down with parliamentary
creting, whose overnight swing into
opposition to the party leadership
was motivated primarily by their
fear. of losing their seats in the
Chamber of Deputies in the coming
elections, unless something was done
to resuscitate the organization, so
that it could pretend once more to
appear as the defender of the work-
ers’ interests.

Two Who Remain in Tennessee'’s Jails

was the tragedy. Not the fact that
Negroes appeared as witnesses for
the state but the way in which they
became the state’s witnesses. Every-
body knows how they got there. They
were intimidated, terrorized and
maltreated. They were made to sign
statements and give evidence which
had been prepared for them. We
have no quarrel with these Negroes.

‘Even if they went voluntarily, we

still have no quarrel with them.
They live under a constant reign of
terror, intimidation and Dbrutality.
Anyone, black or white, who casts a
stone at these Negroes who testified
for the state at that trial, is a man
or woman not fit to live; or suited for
the assoéiation of any decent human
being.

There is only one bright spot in
this whole sordid affair. It is the Ne-
groes .of Columbia who defended

themselves and shot back on Febru-
ary 25. The Workers Party and this
paper salute these brave Negroes,

Stalin Gave Green Light - -

(Continued from page 3)
force a settlement that would leave
Hitler and Stalin in control of East-
ern Europe.

ECONOMIC TREATIES

The diplomatic treaties were rein-
forced with economic {reaties that
provided for the supply of Germany
with many ecrucial materials cut off
by the British blockade and for the
transit across Russia of certain vital
commodities supplied by Japan.

The Hitler-Stalin bloe led to an
immediate cessation of all anti-faseist
propaganda in Russia, including the
stopping of anti-Nazi films and plays
and the disappearance of anti-fascist
books from book stores. The Commu-
nist International applied the same
line throughout the world. It stigma-
tized anti-fascist propaganda as “war-
mongering” and conducted “peace
campaigns” in England and the Unit-
ed States. Mosley, leading British fas-
cist, and Gallacher, Communist mem-
ber of Parliament, vied with each
other in denouncing the British gov-
ernment’s part in the war and de-
manding peace. The British Commu-
nist Party organized “People’s Peace”
meetings throughout the country. In
the United States, the Peace Mobili-
zation movement,. organized by the
Communist Party, picketed the White
House under the slogan of “The
Yanks arent’ coming!" and conduct-
ed a tremendous agitation in the
union movement against lend-lease
aid to Britain. Browder and Fritz
Kuhn, Nazi Bund “Fuehrer,” sounded
almost indistinguishable in their sup-
port of the Hitler-Stalin “peace” ef-
forts.

STALIN SENT “REGRETS”

When a bomb narrowly missed Hit-
ler in the Munich beer hall shrine,
the Russian government “expressed
its regrets and indignation at the at-
tempt to assassinate Chancellor Hit-
ler” and “expressed satisfaction over

his escape” and sent its “condolences
to the injured and to the relatives of
the dead.” The Moscow radio broad-
cast the German version of the inci-
dent, including its blame of the Brit-
ish Intelligence Service for the bomb-
ing.

Hitler showed himself just as ten-

‘der and considerate for the welfare

of his partner. On Stalin’s sixtieth
birthday both Hitler and von Ribben-
trop sent messages af congratulations.
Stalin replied to thank them and to
state to von Ribbentrop that the
friendship was “cemented in blood.”
(Meanwhile Hitler's hangmen were
adding to it the blood of the Jewish
population of Poland.)

Stalin and von Ribbentrop clinked
glasses in a sumptuous Kremlin ban-
guet toasting their *“friendship.” Red
Army bands played the Nazi “Horst
Wessel Lied” as German diplomatic
delegations landed at Russian air-
ports and Nazi bands defiled the “In-
ternationale” by playing it on Tem-
plehof airdrome when Molotov visit-
ed Hitler. The swastika and the ham-
mer and sickle flew side by side on
these occasions.

Molotov explained:

“One may accept or reject the ide-
ology of Hitlerism as well as any
other ideological system: that is a
matter of political views.” (Some
translations of his speech said, *...
that is a matter of TASTE.”)

Today the Stalinist propagandists
would have us believe that this was
all a clever game on the part of the
Russians, that it was necessary to
“buy time” io prepare for war. But
how then was it that the Russian
armies were so badly prepared? How
was it that Hitler's attack caught
them by surprise? But if it really
was a game the Russians were play-
ing and everything the Russians said
and did was compounded of lies, du-

plicity, hy_pocrisy and double-dea]ing,
all designed to deceive the Nazis, did
it not also deceive and miseducate
the people, both within Russia and
Germany and throughout the world?
Did it not deceive the members of the
American Communist Party? Did not
Browder and Foster repeat the same
lies in the United States?

Was all this necessary as an elabo-
rate cover to trick the Nazis? If this
was the case, how can anyone believe
the Stalinist régime today? How do
we know that Molotov’s and Vyshin-
gkyfs speeches at the Peace Confer-
ence are not a gigantic hoax to cover.
up some other ends? To say that the
American, English and French diplo-
mats also lie is not saying anything
new. All it is saying is that Stalinist
Russia is not different; it plays irh-
perialist power politics in the same
dirty manner.

That is why the spectacle of Hit-
ler's partner sitting on the judges’
bench at Nuremberg and pointing an
accusing finger at the prisoners in
the dock causes an honest man to be-
come nauseous with disgust.

NEXT WEEK:

AMERICA: BOOM OR CRISIS?
By Albert Gates

THE ROLE OF THE KU KLUX KLAN
By Jerry Todd

MUDDLE IN HOUSING
By Henry Newman

And Many Other Features

The French Socialist Party is not
a small party, claiming well over
300,000 party members, and receiv-
ing over 4,000,000 votes in the June
elections. Furthermore, this party
emerged from the war a predomi-
nantly middle class outfit, devoting
most of its activities to electioneer-
ing, and to job patronage in the
many local and national government
offices that it controls. At its conven-
tion this spring, the party leader-
ship received an overwhelming vote
of confidence.

There was not the slightest sign
of any substantial dissatisfied left

directors of the affairs of capital-
ism.” Mollet, the “rebel,” replied
“We know that everywhere and al-
ways, they have sought to be the
best,” and the congress adopted a
resolution “addressing to our com-
rade-ministers the expression of our
gratitude for the energetic action
that they carry on in the govern-
ment, and assuring them of our af-
fectionate confidence.” Enough said.

The most heartening development
connected with this congress was
that it revealed the beginnmings in
the rank and file of a real left swing.
The Socialist federations of the de-

wing in the party. In the detailed re- . partments of Indre, Vosges and sev-

ports of three days of speeches at
that convention by dozens of dele-
gates, I found exactly one eritic.
Yet at the recent congress, the new
“left” wing defeated Blum-Mayer by
2,964 mandates against 1,366. The
new leadership had the support of
60 deputigs of the Socialist parlia-
mentary group, aund of one cabinet
minister, Tanguy-Prigent, Minister
of Agriculture.

Had all these parliamentary do-
nothings and careerists so complete-
ly changed their political coloration
in a few short .months? Could the
predominantly middle class party
membership, two-thirds of them in
the party only since “liberation,”
give such a crushing majority to any
genuinely left grouping? Obviously
not. Let us examine the actual posi-
tion taken by the “lefts.”

On the most pressing question be-
fore the congress, that of Socialist
puarticipation in the government, the
Mollet group capitulated completely.
They approved “tripartism,” that is
to say the coalition with the capital-
ist MRP of Bidault. They voted for
the report of the Socialist parlia-
mentary group—thus giving their
endorsement to the whole rotten pol-
iey of the party, which had caused
its retreat in the last elections.

Under these circumstances, its op-
position boiled down primarily to
dissatisfaction with the way the
leading committee of the party car-
ried on its directing work. In other
words, the “left,” instead of present-
ing a distinet political stand came
to the congress with a bill of griev-
ances, and said, in effect—put us in
office and we’ll carry on the same
polity, only more efficiently. And to
show that they had no real differ-
ences with the old leadership the
new executive committee, one week
later, reappointed Leon Blum to the
political directorship of the party
organ, “Le Populaire”!

RANK AND FILE SWING ,

Blum, speaking at the congress,
stated that “our men in the govern-
ment must be the honest and loyal

eral others, as well as a number of
branches in the Paris region, adopt-
ed motions demanding the withdraw-
al of the Socialists from the govern-
ment. At the convention itself, two
delegates had the courage to go be-
yond the miserable stand of the
“left,” to demand withdrawal from
the cabinet, and a resort to mass
action of the workers.

Likewise, the recent magnificent
struggle of the postal, telephone and
telegraph workers, in which so many
Socialist workers cooperated mili-
tantly with Trotskyists and revolu-
tionary syndicalists in the first suc-
cessful struggle against the strike
breaking collaboration of the Stalin-
ists and the government, had its re-
percussions in the congress.

MASS DISCONTENT

The “left” filled its speeches with
references to the necessity of extend-
ing the functions and powers of fae-
tory committees to permit them to
control produetion. In addition the
congress adopted in vague form the
demand for a sliding scale of wages
to meet rises in prices, a demand
defended heretofore only by the
Trotskyists and the revolutionary
syndicalists.

That calls for action are a mock-
ery when Socialists continue to par-
ticipate in the capitalist government
is obvious, but it is likewise obvious
that these calls to action signify the
discontent and leftward development
of the French workers.

The new Socialist leadership is at-
tempting to stem the tide and to
channelize this discontent into a loy-
al opposition. On every hand, the
Trotskyists see their slogans of mil-
itant struggle taken up by wider and -
wider layers of the working class in
France. Neither the Stalinist nor
reformist bureaucracies in the

French labor movement will succeed
in preventing this.

Il. Fer a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

Yeterans

additional dependent.

year of service, .
IX. For Peace and Freedom

colonies.

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out proﬂteerin% and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determhining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.
2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5000 annual minimum per family.

Ill. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing .at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 26 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent tax on all wartime profits above five per cent
on invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communiecation systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

VI. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.
VIL. Open the Doors to the Jews

1. For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States
by the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIIl. For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for

1. Readjustment allowance, qn-thé-job training subsidy provided
. by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $6 a week for each

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own
future. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home, For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!
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AKRON ™

The Akron Branch of the Workers
Party invites readers of LABOR AC-
TION to attend a class on FASCISM
AND STALINISM—THEIR SEEDS IN
AMERICA, Tuesday evenings at 8.
‘Write to Box 221 for further informa-
tion. '

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.
Friday evenings at 8 pm. a four-

week course in “Labor Politics” Fee:

256 cents. !

CHICAGO :

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,
2nd floor, Chicago 7.

Telephone—CHEsapenke H708

Office hours: 3-5:30 p.m. dally, ex-
cept Sundayas. Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings,

1. A series of classes is being held
on each Friday night at party office
nt 8 o'clock on “The Fight for So-
cialism."”

DETROIT ,

Headquarters, 3773 Gratmrt (at Mt.
Elliott).

Office hours: 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thuradays.
Class in “Fight for Socialism” every
Thursday at 11:30 a.m.

LOS ANGELES

Haedguarters at 316% W. Pico near
Olive., Telephone RRIchmond 7-3230.

Office hours: 12 to 3 p.m. daily ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, Wednesday, Friday .

All invited to LABOR ACTION
FORUM on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26—
subject: “WILL THERE BE WAR
WITH RUSSIA?® Speakers: Hal Dra-
per and R. Saunders. Place: Embassy
Auditorium, North Hall, 839 Grand,
downtown.

LOUISVILLE

New International on sale at Eilers
Bookshop, belween Liberty and Jef-
ferson on 3rd.

For other information regarding
LABOR- ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky,

NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market 3t

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Newark newsstands:

91 Barclay St.

168 Belmont Ave.

Stand, Market and Mulberry, north-
east corner.

NEW YORK CITY

CITY OFI1CE—114 West 14th St
—Open all day until 7:00 p.m. Tele-
phone: CHelsea 2-%681.

MANHATTAN — Meets every Wed-
nesday at 8:00 p.m. Third floor, 114 W.
14th St.

HARLEM—Meetls every Wednesday
at 8:00 p.m. Workers Party Headguar-
ters, 2142 Seventh Ave, Room 106
(near 127th St.).

BROOKLYN DOWNTOWN —% Meets
every Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. Work-
ers Party Headguarters, 276 Fulton
St., 2nd Floor.

For addresses and time of other
branches in New York City phone the

-

City Office—CHelsea 2-9%681.

Also, please send us your name and
address so that you can be kept in-
formed of all Workers Party activi-
ties.

LABOR ACTION SCHOOL — Have
you registered? See ad in this week's
LABOR ACTION for the details. Send
your registration to LABOR ACTION
SCHOOL, 114 West 14th St.,, New York
11, N. Y.

READING

LABOR ACTION and The New In-
ternational are sold at newsstand at
Fifth and Penn Streeis, southwest
corner.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS, 1105 Walnut St.

Branches meet Monday and Tues-
day evenings at 8:00.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
days at 8:00 p.m.

LABOR ACTION on sale at:

Northwest Corner of 13th and Mar-
ket Streets.

Southeast Corner of 19th and Mar-
ket treets.

Northeast Corner of 1l6th and Sey-
bert Streets.

Southwest Corner of Kensington
and Allegheny Avenues.

Near Northeast Corner of Broad
Street and Gfrard Avenue.

New International on sale at:

Northwest Corner of 13th and Mar-
ket Streets,

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities of
the Workers Party in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, write “Labor Action,
P. O. Box 435, Berkeley, Calif.”

LABOR ACTION and New Interna-
tlonnl may be purchased at 2069 Fill-
more St., San Francisco; Golden Gate
News Agency, 81 2rd St.; MeDonald's
Bookstore, 867 Mission St.

In Berkeley: Whelens, Bancroft and
Telegraph.

SEATTLE

For information regarding the ac-
tivities of the Seattle Branch, and for
further information regarding ‘- LA-
BOR ACTION and the WORKERS
PARTY, write to B. Donaldson, c¢/o
Bekhart News, 102 Washington St.,
Seattle, Washington,

Announcing a class on PRINCI-
PLES OF SOCIALISM, based on Max
Shachtman's new book, The Fight for
Socialism, every Monday night at
8 p.m., at Independence Hall, 41st St.
and University Way. Sessions will
continue on every Monday through
October 14,

For information of other Workers
Party branches and LABOR ACTIUN
offices, write to the National Office,
114 West 14th St.,, New York 11, N. Y.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE

The Socialist Youth League, youth
section of the Workers Party, has
youth units in the following cities:
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Margantown, W. Va. Cleveland, Chi-
cago, Detroit. Seattle Cornell Univer-
aity, Ithica, N. Y.

NEW YORK VOTERS: All friends
and sympathizers of the Workers
Party are requested to be sure to
register between the days of October
7 and October 12,

State Senator.

against the other.

Los Angeles WP Announces
Policy for November Elections

The Los Angeles section of the Workers Party urges all workers
and readers of LABOR ACTION in this city to cast their votes on
November 5 for the two write-in candidates being run by the Socialist
Workers Party—Steve Roberts for Governor and Cynthia Rogalin for

The Workers Party makes this recommendation since it is not run-
ning candidates of its own this November, and since Roberts and
Rogalin are running as socialist candidates on a generally militant
platform. We take this action in spite of the fact that we disagree
vigorously with the SWP on a number of important political questions.

So, for example, the SWP election platform includes a statement
in favor of defense of Russia in the present world situation, although
this is qualified by denunciation of the Stalin régime. We consider it
disastrously false for socialists to give support to either camp in the
current rivalry between American-British imperialism and Russian
imperialism, or to any future war waged by one of these oppressors

In the November election locally, however, Roberts and Rogalin
will be the only candidates advocating a program which can begin to
solve the problems of American labor, and the only candidates through
whom orie can register a vote for a new socialist society.

In addition, we call attention particularly to Proposition No. 11
to set up a state-wide FEPC and urge full support for it as a step
toward fighting the growing menace of racism in California. VOTE
“YES” on PROPOSITION NO. 11!

Boss Party Platforms Keep
Mum on Major Issues of Day

By J. MARVIN

The two parties of American big
business met recently to nominate
their New York State candidates.
They drafted programs that avoid the
essential problems.

The Democratic nomination of the
strong ticket of Lehman-Mead indi-
cates a stretch drive to knock Dewey
‘out of the next Presidential cam-
paign, for if the Dewey-Ives combine
is beaten in 1946 he will be removed
as a threat in 1948. Let us, however,
examine their program to see what
they have to offer concretely.

For instance, a person today would
say that Point 1 on any political pro-
gram should be prices. That is, any
sane person. You can look down the
points of their program until you run
out of nmumbers. No mention of the
price situation. Not anywhere! Not in
EITHER program! :

There is a meat shortage in New
York because of the profiteers. No
mention of prices. People queue up
endlessly because of the artificial
scarcity! No mention of prices. Mass
Jabor unrest because of the sharp cut

?1

in the standard of living! No men-
tion of prices.

TWEEDLEDEE-TWEEDLEDUM

Now, we are not saying that these
gentlemen are lacking in sanity,
though their system certainly does.
They have a sane program for the
bosses, not for us. They know that
their bosses want large profits and
that real price action such as the
Workers Party advocates, would cut
their. profits. So...they just avoid
the subject.

After reading through all the
speeches at the conventions, you be-
gin to feel a little queer. As a New
York Post correspondent put it, “Stu-
dy of the speeches by top leaders of
the two parties suggests the possibil-
ity that they are campaigning in dif-
ferent states, or different decades, or
both.” Say the Democrats: We are
the true liberals. Dewey is only fool-
ing if he calls himself a liberal. Al
Smith was a liberal. So was Franklin
Roosevelt. By God, so is Herbert

. Lehman. As you can see, a very pro-

found and far-seeing program.

Political Crazyquilt
Snares Coast Labor

By WILLIAM GORMAN

SAN FRANCISCO — The Wallace
affair has increased political confu-
sion in California. The Democratic
Party in this state is a crazyquilt
combination of the old Democratic
machine and the Stalinist-controlled
CI0. The latter is responsible for
snaring the labor vote at a time
when labor is extremely dissatisfied
with the housing and price situation.

The Democratic Party-Communist
Party deal was achieved only after
extensive smoke-filled-room contriv-
ing. Once achieved, the Stalinists
drove hard to evangelize the Demo-
cratic Party and herd the workers
once more into providing fat govern-
ment jobs for aspiring Democratic
office holders. But the coalition, made
up of advocates of American im-
perialism and advocates of Russian
imperialism, was very tenuous when
it began. Today, it is bursting at the
seams. It would be well nigh impos-
sible to find any one in the Demo-
eratic Party camp who could explain
the eriss-crossing splits and splinters
that come flying from this “force of
progress,” as the Stalinists so blat-
antly titled it.

ACT I

Since Governor Warren won both
the Democratic and Republican nom-
inatiobns in the primary  election,
James Roosevelt, the Democratic
Party chairman, conceded that he
would vote for Warren in the com-
ing elections. The Stalinists, who are
conducting a write-in campaign for
their candidate, Arcie Brown, let out
a pained howl. David Hedley, State
CIO-PAC chief, said, “When Mr.
Roosevelt says he will vote for. War-
ren, he...blurs the dividing line
between reaction and the forces for
progress.”

ACT II

“The Democratic County Commit-
tee, largest county unit in this state,
is out in support of Wallace.” (San
Francisco Chronicle, September 24.)
However, Will Rogers, the Demo-
cratic Party candidate for Senator,
declared that he is for a “get tough”
policy with Russia, i.e., supporting

. Byrnes and Truman!

ACT III

Rollin MeNitt, head of the Demo-
cratic County Committee which is
supporting Wallace, is embroiled
with Ellis F. Patterson. Patterson,
who lost out to Rogers for Demo-
cratic Party Senatorial nomination,
has declared himself a candidate for
Congress from the Sixtieth District,
against the regular Democratic can-
didate Harold Harby. Patterson is
receiving Political Action Committee

support. PAC is supporting the Dem-

ocratic Party. “McNnitt threatened -

disciplinary action against all Demo-
cratic Party committeemen who sup-
port Patterson.” (Chronicle, Septem-
ber £5.) McNitt then resigned from
the PAC. “Patterson said he would
pay no attention to MeNitt.” (Chron-
jcle, September 25.)

ACT IV

Patterson said that he will not
support Rogers. “Patterson charged
that Wallace had double-crossed him
after promising in Washington that
he would not be a candidate.”
(Chronicle, September 26.)

The PAC statement on Roosevelt's
support of Warrén continued, “the
situation created by Mr. Roosevelt's
remarks will undoubtedly call for a
careful examination by the state
meeting of the California CIO and
its Political Aetion Committee.”

Meanwhile, a possible hint of the
results of the “examination” have
been the “third party” statements
by Patterson apd Bartley Crum.
(Crum is a Republican attorney who
once lived in Wendell Willkie’s shad-
ow and has now become one of the
most reliable Stalinist weathervanes
on the West Coast.) Patterson de-
clared that he hopes Wallace will
lead a “Third Party.” This was the
same -day that Wallace announced
that he would campaign for “worthy
Democrats.”

STALINIST MISLEADERS

This sordid playing of political
football with the political power and
strength of the California working
class is not yet over. The Stalinists
have thrust the CIO into greater
confusion and disoriented the mil-
lions the CIO could have rallied to
a fighting labor program. For the
‘traditional Democratic vote-catchers
are not so much to blame as the Stal-
inist misleaders who proclaim that
they speak in the name of the work-,
ing people.

The workers of California are be-
ing provided with a multitude of ex-
cellent reasons for the formation and
building of an Independent Labor
Party. The dividing line befween
“reaction and the forces of progress”
is the dividing line between the
small group of profiteers and their
political agents and fakers on one
side, and the millions of workers on
the other. :

For housing, price-freezing, eco-
nomie security the workers need
only use their power for their own
behalf. The very first step is the
building of an Independent Labor
Party NOW!

Say the Republicans: Dewey gave
clean government, We are against
government encroachment on indi-
vidual freedom. Dewey gave clean
government. We are against Totali-
tarianism. Dewey gave...Equally
profound!

Their programs are a conglomera-
tion of meaningless phrases. The Re-
publicans say they will send men to
Congress who will vote on Peace
Treaties. And why not? They made
them. They are for mediation and
conciliation procedures. Class collab-
oration always was good for the
bosses! They say they will further the
economic good health of the state.
That’s what their backers pay them
for. :

Since' the Democratic Party adheres
to these principles, we can see that
_it's still Tweedledee and Tweedle-
dum.

ALP TAGS ALONG

The one “bright” spot is the inevi-
table two-reel comedy where Dewey
accuses the Democratic Party of ca-
tering to Communism. Then he se-
cretly curses himself for not being
able to corner the Stalinist votes for
the Republicans. But the Stalinist-
Blumberg machine is not cornered by
anyone; it gives itself away. :

The ALP, without a ‘word, supports
the candidates of the Democratic
Party, the party of the capitalist
class. Pardon me—except in Kings
County, where they are running Luc-
chi for City Court judge. It seems
that the Denfocratic machine there is
dickering with the Liberal Party,
which is an act of infidelity.

No, the ALP is not what we mean
when we talk of an independent La-
bor Party. We mean a party based on
the working class which is indepen-
dent of the capitalist parties, a party
which runs its own candidates on its
own program, a working class pro-
gram. " . TR

The workers of New York City will
have their chance to cast an indepen-
dent class vote for ERNEST RICE
McKINNEY in the 22nd Congression-
al District of Harlem and for MAX
SHACHTMAN in the 15th Congres-
sional District of Brooklyn.

Conrad Lynn Speaks
For Harlem Branch
On Election Issues

~_ Conrad Lynn, prominent Harlem
attorney, will speak on “The Three
Candidates in the 22nd Congression-

" al Distriet,” on Wednesday, October

16, at the Harlem headquarters of
the Workers Party. The Workers
Party is pressing its campaign for
E. R. McKinney to Congress despite
the maneuvers of the Powell Demo-
cratic-Stalinist forces to deny the
voters of Harlem their democratic
right to nominate an independent
labor candidate.

Conrad Lynn told this reporter
that he will stress the ‘“‘complete
inadequacy of both the Republican
and Democratic platforms in this
election. McKinney offers the only
alternative to the working people of
Harlem, one which they will have to
accept sooner or later.”

As regards the Workers Party,
Lynn said that it was “in the lead-
ership of those forces who are try-
ing to build an independent Labor
Party, which will be necessary in or-
der to defeat complete reaction.”

Lynn was formerly attorney for
the Lynn Committee to Abolish Seg-
regation in the Armed Forces,
formed in 1943 to push the case of
Winfred Lynn. Twice the case was
taken to the U. S. Supreme Court,
and thrown out on technicalities
both times.

The real issue in the.case was the
legality of segregation, since the
draft law stated that there would be
no diserimination in the armed for-
ces. The Committee was dissolved in
the spring of last year, after having
been the only case on that issue to be
prosecuted during the war.

i Rea&e/u

A Veteran Looks
At United States

Dear Editor:

Several months after returning
from Europe, I decided to see Amer-
ica. I did it by hitch-hiking -right
across the middle. It was from New
York to Washington, through the
Blue Ridge Mountains to Southern
Ohio, over to Kentucky, on to St
Louis, then all the way on Route 40
via prairies, mountains and deserts
to San Francisco.

I saw millions of cars crowding
perfectly consiructed roads, brand
new factories with crowds streaming
in and out with every shift, flashy
drive-ins and roadhouses with twen-
ty-four flavors of ice cream, record-
breaking crowds at all amusement
spectacles, thousands of dollars lost
every hour in Reno gambling casinos.

This is the U. S. with its economic

‘power made greater by war, its myri-

ad of neat, intact cities and towns a

startling contrast to the devastation ,

in so many other places, its horizon
showing rows of wheat and corn.
This is a country where boom-spend-
ing is supposed to be the symbol of
economic health.

But pardon the skepticism. If this
is all American capitalism can pro-
duce at this stage of the game, one
wonders about its vaunted vigor.
Let's forget for the moment about
the permanence of the current “pros-
perity,” nor -ask what is to follow.
The serious eurrent problems should
be well known — inflation, housing
crisis, inexplicable shortages, diffi-
culty of adjustment for many veter-
ans, continuing racial discrimination,
etc,, ete. A trip across the country
provides enough proof that reality is
far from the peaches and cream glow
of official statistics and the capitalist
press,

Lok e s e
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For instance, the housing crisis is,
of course, gbvious everywhere. As
you come into Philadelphia, you find
a long stretch of army barracks being
constructed, far, far from the popu-
lated parts of the city. This is just
about the only attempt this large
metropolis has made to solve the
shortage of homes for veterans. How
very reminiscent of New York, where
the answer has been a project of met-
al Quonset huts in an equally inac-
cessible -spot!

A vet from Baltimore just ‘decided
to give the whole thing up; he left
his wife and child with her family,
left town and began iraveling to all
points on the compass, hoping some-
how -to find a place to live. Around
the oil fields of Western Colorado
workers refuse to stay in towns
where their only sleeping quarters
are the floors of warehouses. In the
San Francisco Bay area the rumor
of an apartment to be vacated brings

\
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a score of home-hunters before the
old inhabitants have packed.

Sky-high prices are not uniform,
but they are generally startling. Sev-
enty-five cents for a matinee movie
in Washington, D. C., two bits for a
glass of pineapple juice in St. Louis,
sixty-five cents for a bacon and egg
breakfast in Kansas, a dollar for a
hairefit in California. Meat is avail-
able only at black market prices
even in the stockyard districts of
Kansas City.

Vets are hardly finding it as easy
as official figures indicate. Sometimes
the picture is as ludicrous as a car-
toon from “Yank.” A former lieu-

tenant-colonel in the MP had just

been forced to' sell his blacksmith
shop in a small town in Utah and
was rushing to Reno to live off an
old “colleague” who was now a deal-
er in a casino. A crack fighter pilot
had drifted from one unskilled fac-
tory job to another; he was now

-tries.
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driving back to his father's small
farm in Southern Indiana, “for good,
maybe.” He told of a veteran, three
years in the infantry in the South

Pacific, who left his wife and two

kids in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., in order
to look for the “right spot” in wvari-
ous mill towns of Eastern Pennsyl-
vania, meanwhile using his army
sleeping bag every night and washing
in rivers.

That the most powerful nation in
the history of mankind should be
able to provide some sort of economic
sufficiency for its citizens is the least
that should be expected. But the facts
illustrate the structural weakness of -
even this mightiest of capitalist coun-
This, plus the wvastness and
beauty of the country, the tremen-
dous natural and man-made wealth,
the fundamental friendliness of most
people, is what a slow trip across the
country has revealed.

W.BARTON, San Francisco.

Colonel Blimps Find

Singapore

The following account of life in
Singapore is reprinted from “Fight,”
organ of the Ceylon unit, Bolshevik-
Leninist Party of India.

One of the first things they did was
to put old Raffles back on his ped-
estal in front of the Town Hall. Now
it was no longer Shonan; it was
Singapore again. For years before the
war this floating arsenal was the
Night Club of the Empire and the
resthome of the Blimps. The whar
swept it away. Singapore fell in less
time than amy other part of the East-
ern Empire and there was no other
part whose ‘_loss they felt so keenly.
But when the war ended and the

_armies of Mountbatien moved in to

liberate the people of Malaya it was
above all to Singapore they came.
The four years of Japanese occupa-
tion was merely a best-to-be-forgot-
ien lapse on the part of the Eeternal
Blimp. They moved among the
wreckage and debris of the world's
cheapest labour force like gods re-
turned from exile. Swords were sur-
rendered. The Union Jack flew once
more. White ties gleamed in Govern-
ment House. The Grand Hotel was
renovated. The masses starved. La-
bour was cheap. The Blimps who
came back to bask in this eternal
summer of the Empire looked around
them and recognized the place. Old
Raflles was back. It was Singapore
again.

But they were wrong and were
soon to learn it. Mourlatbatten had
hardly driven off from the steps of
Surrender Hall than the strikes be-
gan. Between “liberation” day vand
this there have been no less than 127
strikes in Malaya. Biggest of them
was the general strike which started
on Jan. 20th and lasted several days.
Over 200,000 workers participated, in-
cluding engineers, dockworkers, pub-
lic employees, domestic servants and
shopkeepers. The strike had been
called because of the refusal of the
British authorities to release 14 trade

union leaders who had been impri-
soned because of their participation
in a previous strike in December on
the issue of higher wages and bet-
ter conditions for the workers. And
in that strike the workers of Malaya
reached out to their class brothers
in the armed forces. “The workers
of Malaya humbly request you to
give us every possible help in the
present ‘strike’ to raise our stand-
ard of living. You shall perform your
duty in saving humanity from the
imperialist yoke. If you are not in a
position to help us, please be neu-
tral. The British government may
force you to opén fire on unarmed
and innocent people. Dear brothers,
keep up the name of India and save
mankind from poverty and death.”
This was the appeal they printed and
circulated among British and Indian
troops. The appeal did not go unan-
swered. On more than one- occasion
the conscript workegs in uniform
demonstrated their solidarity and
sympathy with the workers of Ma-
laya. But perhaps most significant of
all was the mammoth May Day ceije-
brations in Singapore in which work-
ers of all nationalities aided and par-
ticipated.

A May Day Commitiee was set up
by servicemen in Malaya to co-oper-
ate with the General Labourers Un-
jon in organizing the May Day cele-
brations. The committee consisted of
1 Trotskyist, 1 Labour Party, 1 Sta-
linist, 1 ILPer and 2 militant workers
at present unattached. Letters were
sent to Citrine, Bevin, Gallacher and
others but it was only the RCP (Brit-
ish Section, Fourth International),
which sent a telegram expres:zing
solidarity with the toilers of East and
West.

But Singapore is no longer the
Happy Hunting Grounds of the
Blimps. The workers may be starved,
the men may be beaten, troops may
be employed to fire on them, and the
solidarity of the oppressed is grow-
ing simultaneously!

punsi  PRESS MANAGER'S

S PR R e

RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN:

8Y HENRY JUDD —

The campaign to get rencwal subscriptions for the Eight-Page LABOR
ACTION is now on in full force, and growing with each week. Last week

was an all-time record week for subseriptions to LABOR ACTION—many

of them renewals that were the direct result of activity on the part of local
branches of the Workers Party. Within another week, the balance of the
5,000 subscriptions obtained during the Subscription Campaign of six
months ago will have expired. On the basis of lists sent out to the branches,
many LABOR ACTION agents are hard at work on the job of paying visits
and getting the renewals. We appreciate their efforts and work for this

important job.

LABOR ACTION BUNDLE ORDER BILLS:

Bills for the first ten issues of LABOR ACTION arc now in the mails.
Most of our agents are paid up and in good shape. We hope the few who
are falling behind will take account of our needs and put themselves back
in the good graces of LABOR ACTION by simply sending in a substantial

payment.

Here’s the list of subs—a record-breaking list—obtained during the past
week, and including both renewals and new subscriptions:

NEW YORK CITY
Boston ................
Chicago
Philadelphia
San Francisco
Cleveland ...
Buffalo ... ..
Petroit
West Virginia ...
Baltimore
. Louisville
Minnesota
Newark

Miscellaneous ...

Our special thanks to Comrade G. T. of Bostan who, on his awn initiative,
sent us in no less than 12 subscriptions obtained by himself!

And S{m Francisco’s new organizer, dynamic Milton Miller, is hard at
work_ on his new job and writes, “We have regular sales at some local union
meetings as well as assignments to visit expired subs. I hope to increase
!;he bundle order by increasing the number of meetings at which we sell
in the next month. My main concentration is the renewals, for the present,
and I believe that the results will show us up at the top of the list in yéhr
weekly LABOR ACTION ecolumn.” Hit it, Milt, and we'll_ make room for

you on top of the list!

Comrade Vincent P. from Reading, Pa., writes that, "I am getting the
comrades to carry out their renewal canvass assignments so that we can get
this matter over with. We have visited 25 persons for renewals already and

got nine renewals, with five indefinite.”

And from Detroit our old friend Miriam writes, “At the Labor I:)‘:ay
Parade we sold 130 papers at the AFL parade, and 70 papers at the CIO
Parade—a total of 200 papers. Our people did a swell job at this.”

| Want to Subscribe fo
THE NEW EIGHT-PAGE

LABOR
114 West 14th 5., N. Y. 11,N. Y.

INGITIE oo eseeeseeesaeses s s s essse e s se e eeeeesessemnesses et seseaesessensesssseesemsansensnes
Address

ACTION

Zome.......... State.......ccoceeeevverinrns

50 Cents for Six Manths

$1.00 for a Year

R ST
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Philadelphia Gets Building

Boom - - But Not in Houses!

PHILADELPHIA—Everybody knows
there is a housing shortage. The
newspapers, the radio, the movies—
they are all of them talking about the
critical housing situation, trying to
explain the reasons for it. And Presi-
dent Truman has appointed a man
nimed Wyatt to tell the pablic ‘the:
sad story of why there is no housing.
iWe are told that two enormous and
insoluble difficulties are obstrueting
construction of new homes. Number

onhe — building tradés workers :have '

all become heartless monsters who,
through their monopolistic® unjons,
are demanding fabulous wages; they
dbn't give a damn about'the rest of
us; they just want to get rich quick.
And number two-—there just isn't
any lumber, cement, bricks, pipes,

electric wires or steel beams avail- .

able. All these strikes, you know. And
what there is is so high priced the
construction companies and the gov-
ernment can'l afford it—because the
workers raised wages so high that
the manuacturers have to pass it
along.

TRUTH OF THE MATTER

Now, for .a long time LABOR AC-
TION has been disrupting this beau-
tiful harmony.- among Democrats, Re-
publicans, government, manufactur-
ers, real estate interests and other
“leaders of the community.” LABOR
ACTION doubts these official ex-
planations. Instead, it claims, there is
no home construction because the
federal and local governments are
tools for the private real estale in-
terests and materials manufacturers
" who want to keep government hous-
ing to.a minimum in order to line
their own pockets.

What is the truth? Take Philadel-
phia, for*example. Not a single hous-
ing project has gone up since the end

" . of the war. The Mayor and the City

Council have talked about new hous-
ing for fourteen months. The result:
zero. The League Island homes,
built six years ago as emergency bar-
racks for 300 families, were supposed
to last five years. Families can’t move
because there is no place to go, even
though the wooden barracks are fall-
ing apart.

That's one side of the picture. The

black side. The other side is an un-/

precedented construction boom. Not

since thes golden twenties was there

anything like this. You stroll down
Broad Street and the noise of the
construction crews deafens you. Next
to the Inquirer Buildimg five square
blocks of new buildings are going
up. Shovels are excavating, trucks
hauling dirt and cement, cranes are
lifting steel girders into place. And
not two-story structures, either, such
as most Philadelphia homes. In fact,
not any kind of home is being built
here because, as everyone knows,
construction wages are too high and
materials are scarce,

PLENTY OF BUILDING

These new buildings will be a
credit to the skyline. The Inguirer
is building a rétogravure plant which
will be of the latest architectural de-
sign, built of the very best of every-
thing. Behind it, excavation is pro-
ceeding for the new square block
structure of Smith, Kline & French,
the chemical company. Next to this,
Station WCAU is planning the world's
finest television station.

Throughout the downtown section,
building trades workers, whose wages
are too high for the government to
afford for home construction, are us-
ing very scarce materials in bustling
activity. On Walnut and 12th Streets,
Genson’s Men's Store has just opened
a breath-taking, luxurious, all-glass
fronted, four-floor building. Robin-

son’s over on Market Street, has had

an ultra-modern tile and cement front

added. The Real Estate Trust Co. is
adding a complete new building. In
the industrial sections, the Coca Cola
Co. is building a new boitling plant.

‘ Westinghouse is expanding. Automo-

bile dealers are adding new sections
and frontages to match the 1946 and
1947 models,

Topping the list, prize of all prizes,
is the Goldman Theater. Mayor Sam-
uel. himself attended the opening of
this “dream come true” to assure us
that this first new movie house to be
completed anywhere since the end of
the war is the finest there is. No
modern improvement or design that
was known and useful was omitted.
The multi - colored tubes, sparkling
bathroom fixtures, déep floot carpets
and relaxing seats are pointed out as
big features.

Now, if only some construction
workers would cut their own pay and
some scarce materials would show
up, perhaps we could build homes,
too. But until then we'll iust have
to relax and watch the construction
boom roll by..

Peddles Anti-Sem

LOS ANGELES — Gerald I, K.
Smith has finally come out complete-
ly into the open as a frank purveyor
of anti-Semitic propaganda.

The fact is that up to now, faseist
Smith has confined his most virulent
Jew-baiting to closed meetings of
inner-cirele followers, while at open
public meetings and in his magazine
and bulletins, he has attempted to

1

Studio Labor Battles Hollywood
Producers’ Drive for Open Shop

By HAL DRAPER

LOS ANGELES, Oct, 5—Warfare
has broken out again on the Holly-
wood studio front between the fight-
ing trade unions of the Conference
of “Studio Unions and the producers
who are determined to break the
baek of bona-fide trade unionism in
their territory.

While the struggle thus far has

nwot involved such semsationally vio-
lent clashes at the studio gates as
wade  the nativnal headlines last
gear, it is the same fight and over
basically the same issue.

This issue is: Will the producers
recognize and deal with the legiti-,
mate unions which deémocratically
represent the workers in the eld, or
will they succeed in foreing che CSU
out in favor of a so-called “union”
‘which is led by racketeers, which is
subservient to the producers and in
which the members are throttled into
being either peons or scabs?

REAL ISSUES

The capitalist newspapers are call-
ing the present dispute a “jurisdie-
tional strike” and seeking #o dis-
credit it with that ery, just as they
did last year. The truth is, however,
that it is neither jurisdictional at
bottom, nor is it a strike. It is a
lockout by the producers.

Every worker who goes to the
movies ought to know what the fat
boys who doctor up his entertain-
ment think of labor. Here is the in-
side story of the present fight:

The union which the producers
like very much indeed is the Inter-
national Association of Theatrical
and Stage Employees (IA, for
short), which was once the creature
of the notorious racketeers Bioff and

Browne and is now the racket of ’

their successors, Walsh and Brewer.
The IA elaims jurisdiction over

everybody except actors and' musi-
cians. This is the organization which
provided the scabs in the Hollywood
strike last year. Both it and the
CSU are affiliated with the AFL.

Earlier this year the executive
council of the AFL made o definite
assignment of jurisdiction as be-
tween the two -outfits, in order to
bring peace to the studio labor field.
Such peace was not part of the pro-
ducers’ plans, however, since it
meant that the CSU would be able
to consolidate itself.

Taking advantage of an alleged
ambiguity in the original decision
involving set erection work, the pro-
ducers advanced an interpretation
which would strip the CSU carpen-
ters of over 100 jobs in favor of the
TIA. The CSU appealed back to the
AFL executive, which came through
on August 16 with a supplementary
clatification in favor of the carpen-
ters. The producers, backed by
Walsh’'s ITA, refused to recognize
this decision. This is the immediate
cause of the present fight.

MEN LOCKED OUT

Neither the carpenters nor the
CSU went on strike. Instead the ear-
penters announced that their men
would not work on any set job which
was not divided -according to the
AFL award. As a result the studios
began firing CSU carpenters for re-
fusing to do particular jobs, and al-
so firing painters for refusing to
paint jobs performed by IA men in
violation of the AFL decision.

By September 25 all CSU carpen-
ters and painters in sevem major
studios had been locked out for

standing by the AFL award. On the

next day the CSU, led by Herb Sor-
rell, began picketing. IT WAS OB-
VIOUS THAT THE PRODUCERS

WHAT,CAN CONGRESS DO ABOUT

'The Displaced Jews
of Europe

: COME AND HEAR )
MAX SHACHTMAN
Workers ___;'arty'. Candidate in the 15th Congressional District (Brooklyn)
Also
ERNEST RICE McKINNEY

Workers Party Candidate in the 22nd Congressional District (Harlem)
Will Speak On ¢

The Program of the Workers Party

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 8:00 P. M.
PARK PLAZA, 1530 Pitkin Avenue

Auspices: Workers Party Campaign Committee
ADMISSION: 10 CENTS

HAD TRIED TO PROVOKE THE
MEN INTO A STRIKE AND IN-
STEAD HAD BROUGHT ABOUT
A CLEAR CASE OF LOCKOUT.

Meanwhile, Walsh is thumbing his
nose at the AFL council. Last Thurs—
day he openly threatened to’ “alk
out and organize the entire amuse-
ment field against the AFL, unless
he (and the producers) got their
way.

This is the so-called “jurisdiction-
al” situation that will.confront the
AFL convention in Chicago this
coming week. It is simply a question
of whether William Green will back
down before Walsh or put teeth into
his decision.

Some sidelights:

Hottest fight broke out in front of
MGM studio in Culver City, where a
sweeping injunction had been issued
to prevent mass picketing. (MGM is
the heart of the producers’ anti-labor
front, va.nguardr of the union bust-
ers in the industry.) CSU got
around ‘it by getting a permit for a
parade in front of the gate. Last
Tuesday the parade (mainly ex-
GIs) stopped its lines before the
south gate of the studio and Sheriff
Biscailuz’s storm troopers, called
deputy sheriffs, went to work with
clubs and guns in a wild free-for-all.

ACTORS CROSS LINES

The Screen Actors Guild held a
meeting last Wednesday and side-
stepped as usual. But the report is
that a motion to go through the
‘picket lines was made by Wrad Bond,
who usually plays Western villains

and this time remained in character. -

This scab motion was supported by
Frank Sinatra, who has been getting
a “liberal” reputation for sentimen-
tal speéches against race hatred.
Class-conscious bobby-soxers, take
note.

Head of the producers’ association
now is Eric Johnston, former presi-
dent of the U. S. Chamber of Com-
merce who a while back was being
touted as a “progressive capitalist”’
by the Stalinists. Anyone who was
surprised when Johnston came back
froin a trip to Russia with praise for
the Stalin régime there should be
hep now: in Russia they treat labor
on the MGM model.

The “Communist” bogy is raised
all over the place, of course, when-
ever the studio unions start fighting.
This correspondent doesn’t think the
CSU is Stalinist-dominated but that
wouldn’t make any difference as far
as the issues are concerned.

What the members of the CSU
really want in the studios is an in-
dustrial union set-up, and a child
could see how mecessary it is; but
the AFL turned it down. Too many
internationals with members in the
studios would mnever give up their
per-capita. .

While studip labor is not .a large
field or a basic industry, the situa-
tion is important locally as the
spearhead of the open-shop drive in
the city; and it is important nation-
ally as the arena where it will be de-
cided whether the biggest propagan-
da factory in the world, Hollywood,
recognize that labor has a place.
Here’s where you’ll find out what
goes on in the heads of the men who
make your Saturday night pap.

pose as being a “critic” only of “bad”
or “red” Jews. :

Naturally this screen has been
thinner than cellophane wrapping,
but it has served him. Thus, at pub-
lic rallies, the rabble-rouser often
demagogically asks why he is called
an anti-Semite when he attacks any
Jew, like Walter Winchell, and why
the Jews do not yell similarly when
he attacks Irishmen, ete. Also: when
last year Smith was defending his
right to' speak in- public schools in
Los Angeles, the city board of edu-
cation gravely permitted themselves
to be "con\rinced” by this transpar-
ent dodge

Now, in-his bulletin dated Septem-
ber, 1946,  whiok iz mailed out to a
lai-ge ma»i!ing’”lié‘b;; the fuehrer an-
nounces ‘plans. for distribution on a
national scale of ‘that standard tewt-
book of the crudest anti-Semitism,
“The International Jew,” which ped-
dles that even more notorious anti-
Semitic' forgery,' “The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion.”

This is the book which was pub-
lished about:25 ‘years ago by Henry
Ford and “first’ ran’ in the Dearborn
Independent. Fotd later apologized
for its issuance,'But as Smith relates
in his bulletin, that was only a dip-
lomatic gesture.”’

The “Protocols,” on which the book
is based, was pit together about the

turn of the century by Russian Czar-

ist agents and purports to be a se-
c¢ret document by the heads of a
Jewish conspiracy to dominate the
whole world. This conspiracy is sup-
posged to include .wll Jews and to have
been going on for thouands of years.
While it has been exposed by schol-
ars innumerable times and the his-
tory of its invention traced in detail,
it has been for decades the “Bible”
of anti-Semitism and o cornerstone
of Nazi racism.

Smith’s bulletin, bewailing the fact
that it is now out of print, an-
nounces that he has made arrange-
ments to have it reprinted. The suck-
ers are to be milked of ten dollars
per, indicating that the anti-Semitic

ARE A Mﬁrmce /

itic Forgery

publishing game functions very
much like the pornography racket.

It happens that Pelican Books has
recently published a 25-cent reprint,
now available on the newsstands, en-
titled “An Enemy of the People:
Anti-Semitism,” which gives the
fantastic story of the “Protocols”
and how it has been used. The book
is by James Parkes, a British
scholar.

Brddley Defends
Vet Wage Cut

By CHARLES STEWART

The American Legion convention
held last week in San Francisco was
the scene of a terrific squabble be-
tween the Legion heads and General
Omar Bradley, ostensibly over the
cut in subsistence for veterans in on-
the-Jo'b training and apprenticeghip
program.

What are the real facts of the
matter? 'On August 8, 1946, Public
law 346, section 2 was ‘amended, by

_publie ]aw 679.¢ Formeny vgterans
“under the training program, if w1th-

out dependents, got $65 a month and
veterans with dependents got $90 a
month, the total wage plus the bene-
fit could total up to the pay of a low-
est paid mechanic.

Under the new law, the over-all
CEILING is $176 a month for single
vets and $200 a month for vets with
dependents. The passage of this bill
was preceded by a barrage of pub-
licity turned on a few cases who
wanted to use this program to train
as vice-presidents or bull-fighters.

While the fan-fare was spread
about the passage of the terminal
leave bonds for ex-enlisted men, this
wage cut for veterans was put
through at the behest of Omar Brad-
ley of the Veterans Administration
by a rider proposed by that great
champion of the people—John Ran-
kin,
from Mississippi.. At that time not
a single veterans’ organization
squawked about'it. .

LEGION INFLUENCE SLIPPING

Then why has the Legion at this
late date started a hue and ery about
it? Finding that the Legion’s influ-
ence with World War II vets was
slipping, and because the recent
shakeup in the Veterans Adminis-
tration has upset the bureaucratie
stranglehold the Legion had on that

the Jim Crow Congressman.

government agency, John Stelle, Le-
gion’ Commander, opened up on
Bradley. ' i

It was revealed that the American
Legion’s membership is almost 65
per cent World War 11 vets, yet only
20 per gent of the dm’cgates were of

World  Wiak JI. The reason for the .

Legion's fuss is now clear. Keep the
old" gang leadership in control and
go through the motions of keeping

; f,ke new vets satzsﬁed

The isdie of ' «the subsistencé pay
cut is a _-v.grj ﬁeal one despite the
phony fight of the American Le-
gion. In most cases it has meant a
pay cut from $20 to $40 a montn.
General Bradley, who is, according

“to the American Veterans Commit-

tee, “the veterans’ best friend,” just
covered up. the incompetence of his
staff by pushing through the cut..

AVC SHIELDS BRADLEY

The old law provided sufficient
safeguards against chiselers. * All
training programs had to be ap-
proved and the sums paid to veter-
ans adjusted. The Workers Party
insists that the subsistence cut be
restored.

To date the American Veterans
Committee has not by as much as
one word said any thing in the BUL-
LETIN about this cut. This organi-
zation whosé leadership boasts of
being in_the fo*refmm of liberals
fighting ~ fm veterans has un-
asku‘medly curried favor with the
Veterans Admzms;? ation to beconie
an, accredited organization of the
VA and thus act as semi-official vet-
erans agent for government services.

No matter if it’s an organization
of vets of the last war or of both
World War I and II, the leadership
of these organizations is totally in-
adequate to lead veterans in a mili-
tant struggle for their rights.

Rap Brass Hat Legal System

By WILLIAM BARTON

SAN FRANCISCO — Speaking be-
fore the San Leandro, California,
Chapter of the American Veterans’
Committee in his first public address
since returning from Europe, former
Major Earl Carroll, original prose-
cuting attorney in the famous Litch-
field trials, vigorously condemned
the entire army legal system as a
throwback to the days of the Roman
Legions “when kings could do mo
wrong” and the “people were his
serfs.” After a vivid account of some
of the atrocities committed at the
10th Reinforcement Depot (Liteh-
field) Guard House, he contrasted
the long drawn out whitewash trial
of Dépot Commander Colonel Kil-
lian and his cohorts with the speedy
conviction and maximum sentencing
of almost all American soldiers in-
dicted in the European Theatre of
Operations.

With  American military govern-
ment operating in so many parts of
the world, with so many civilians,
including Americans, under its juris-
diction, with planned universal con-
seription
thousands of new men every ‘year,
the caste-ridden and grossly undem-
ocratic courts-martial system hits
home on a wide and terrifying scale.

He again revealed some of the
sordid details of theLitchfield pri-

Warehouses Bulge

. . . (Continued from page 1)
Officers of the CIO~United Packing-
house -Workers:;in Chicago said that
the exposure of the huge stocks of
meat being held off the market by the
meat trust confirmet union charges
that “there is a definite conspiracy
engineered by the big packing com-
panies to deprive the public of meat.

“The hoai-dmg of a large supply of
meat ties in with the stoppage of meat
produenon Sizable amounts of cattle
now are available in the public mar-
kets, but the!big packers again are
l'ef}lsil'lg' to buy.

“Cattle receipts in seven midwest
public markets for the iwo-week pe-
riod ending Sept. 28 were 319,000
head. Week by week the cattle re-
ceipts are in&reasing WHY - NO
MEAT? The.slowdown of last spring
is being repeated in more drastic
form.” ;

Union leaﬂers clted the Sun’s dis-
covery as an indication of what fed-
eral investigators might be able to
uncover. CORE A

But the governmeni is more intent
on protecting the meat trust than on
exposing its machinations against the
people,"An OPA spokesman weakly
mumbled that-it*-had been “impracti-
cal” for it to inspect Chicago ware-
houses under existing law, and prom-
ised, cross its heart, that it would pay
“particular attqntion to make sure
that the meat in’ storage goes into
legal channels at ceiling prices when
‘it moves.”

PLENTY, BUT NOT FOR PUBLIC
The Sun, through its valuable sur-

vey, has just barely lifted one cor-

ner of the blanket covering up the’

. in 12 hours.

gigantic squeeze play by which the
meat trust and the banker-controlled
cattle associations are swindling the
people.

There is plenty of meat for every-
body in Chicago—at least 45,000,000
pounds, probably several times that
amount.

Chicago is just one of the domains
of the meat trust. What about East
St. Louis, Kansas City, South St.
Paul, Omaha? Cattle receipts at all
the markets have been high. But no
meat appears in the. butcher shops.
What about the tremendous move-
ment of livestock to the East which
by-passes Chicago? What about the
cattle assgciations, which are holding
back livestock frqm the market, cal-
culating that after the first of the
year all pretense of an OPA will be
erased and prices will bound upward.

"A government genuinely interested
in serving the people could end the

meat shortage in the Uml.ed States
¥

Instead we have Truman, covering
up for the meat trust, claiming that

- 1{he reason there is no meat is be-

cause “we ate it" in July. HOW

ABOUT THE 42,000,000 POUNDS OF
MEAT 1IN CHICAGO'S. WARE-

HOUSES, President Truman?
Carl Sandburg, called
“hog butcher of the

/The poet,
‘Chicago the
world.”

If you live in Chicago today, and
are an honest man and not a black
marketeer, you can’'t even get a saw-
dust-stuffed hot dog.

involving hundreds of -

son. Most of the inmates were
wounded _combat vets. Hearing that
they would be shipped directly back
to the. front from the Depot after
leaving their hospitals, many of the
men, sometimes with wounds insuf-
ficiently recovered, attempted to take
a couple of days leave in some near-
by town. When captured they were
immediately tried and convicted by
Depot officers and placed under the
custody of guards who were gener-
ally “limited service personnel" be-
cause of “psychoneurotic defects.”
The treatment of the men sounds
like a deseription of a Nazi concen-
tration camp—‘Spartan” "calisthen-
ics, beatings, threats of murder for
“repeaters,” revwal of men who had
collapsed to give them a further go-
ing over, resulting in permanent in-
juries and deaths. The murder of
one Negro soldier who disobeyed a
guard by placing his head against a
wall when ordered to lean with his
“toes and nose” prompted the inves-
tigation that resulted in the wide
publicizing of the existing bestiali-
ties. '

Mr. Carroll indicated clearly the
striking difference between the trial
of Colonel Killian and his underlings
and the men they had condemned.
Every soldier prosecuted at Litch-
field was convicted, all received max-
imum ~sentences, and the average
trial took five minutes. It was diffi-
cult for them to obtain defense coun-
sel or witnesses. Whenever defense
attornies with some sincerity were
obtained, there was little time avail-
able to prepare a case.

The Brass Hats of the Litchfield
case were, on the other hand, given
months to prepare, defense witnesses
were flown from the United States.
and the trials lasted for half a year.
The indicted were allowed to be com-
pletely free for the entire period.
Every major charge against the big-
wigs was dropped, only two minor
accounts remaining. It was this last
that prompted the then Captain Car-
roll to resign from the prosecution
staff. To complete the mockery of

justice, thie sentences were the light-
est Qassible,

.HELD WITHOUT TRIAL

‘Mr. Carroll declared that many
have been kept in prison for a long
time without any indictments, and
this condition still prevails today in
Germany. This is true likewise of
some Amerfcan civilians. An illus-
trative case was presented of a ci-
vilian held in Frankfort for 90 days
and finally told that he was being
charge'd with sending a letter with-
out, going “through channels.” At-
tempts had been pr oviously made to
threaten and intimidate him into
signing statements of confession to
a wide variety of charges. He had
tried to gsecure Carroll as his attor-
ney, but the commanding brass hats
had prevented that. Carroll had at-
tempted to see him, but that was
likewise stopped. The attorney is
now planmng ‘to return to Germany
to clearly find out if an indicted man
actually has the right to choose his
counsel.

A previous speaker, former Mayor
Tom Foley, also a lawyer, explained

that too many acquittals (for enlist- *

ed personnel, of course) brought of-
ficial reprimands from higher head-
quarters. He felt that no particular
individual was at fault, but that the
entire system of “rank” conscious-
ness and, “eager beavering”

the machine required unusual cour-

‘age and prmcmlo The result, Car-

Toll mdlcated is that the "lega] pro-
ft;_sswn can 'deservedly hang its head
in shanie” for its part in the organ-

1Zed system of injustice in the army..

An interesting sidelight was' the -
. fact that the National Convention of
“the American Legion, in session in

San Francisco at the same time as
the rheeting, refused to hear Carroll
and Foley. Their revelations might
have proven oo embarrassing to the
former brass hats who run the Le-
gion and who have put their organi-
zation solidly behind the consecrip-
tion program.

JAMES M.

GRAND FRATERNITY HALL
1626 Arch Street
(Room 20)
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Admission: 50¢

: was re-,
. sponsible, For any lawyer to combat
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