Enough

there was too much cake.

Eat Cake,”

City.

stead of bread.

become a scarce item.

them to make more bread.

Why Isn’t There

Why isn’t there enough bread in New York City?
And why is there too much cake?

‘Millions of New Yorkers were asking themselves this
question last week. Even though the size of bread was cut
10 per cent, without any cut in price; even though the price
of bread is scheduled to geo up a pénny per loaf next week;
despite all this, there wasn't enough bread in the city. But

It was as if Marie Antoinette’s classic boner “Let 'Em
which incensed the hungry Parisians when they
asked for bread, had suddenly come to life in New York

Plenty of cake. Not enough bread.

Why? Because the rapacious, rotten, profiteering, cal<
loused baking companies coutd make a higher rate of profit
on expensive cakes than on cheaper bread. So they pro-
duced cakes instead of bread, expecting to chisel more
money out of the people by forcing them, to buy cake in-

The result: thousands of housewives, together with the
unfortunate bachelors who run their own homes, had to
line up in the morning to buy bread, which had suddenly

The remedy: consumers’ committees set up by the trade
unions and by neighborhood groups of workers to put the
squeeze on the rats who run the baking companies to force

“Let ’TEm Eat Cake,” said Marie Antoinette. Remember
where that smart wisecrack brought her to?

Bread?
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Fight Jim-Crow

In Columbm Trial

By CHRIS WARREN

The atmosphere in Columbia, Ten-
hesee, is tense as the trial of 31 Ne-
groes accused of attempted murder
enters its third week, The population
of 30,000 white and 10,000 Negro
workers has divided into two hostile,
fighting groups. The Tennessee press,
called “bitterly unfair” by Chief de-
fense counsel, Thurgood Marshall,
continues its vicious attacks on the
31 defendants, their'lawyers and the
witnesses called to prove that it is not
possible for a Negro to receive a fair
trial in Columbia, Tennessee,

Over 186 Negroes have testified that
not once in the last fifty years has a
Negro served 3s a juror, although
3,000 are qualified 10 do so. On this
basis the defense attorneys declare
that the 31 Negroes were illegally
indicted.

Threats of violence against the de-
fendants and their lawyers have
reached such proportions that the at-
torneys “commute” to the courthouse
every day. They refused police *“pro-
tection” because *“the police killed
two Negro defendants right in their
jailhouse—I most certainly don’t want
them to protect mel!”

The Federal Grand Jury is investi-
gating the destruction of the Negro
section of the town last February and
the death of two imprisoned Negroes.

They have confined themselves to “in- .

vestigating.” No action has been ta-
ken against the state policemen who
shot the Negroes in their cell. No ac-
tion has been taken against the local
officers who arrested over 100 Ne-
groes without warrants, beat them
unmercifully and destroyed their
homes and stores. No action has been
taken against those who formed the
lynch mob to kill James Stephanson
and his mother because Stephanson
had knocked a white man through a
window for hitting and kicking his
mother, The Klan has been left un-
disturbed although they marked a
large KKK on the funeral parlor of
one of the defendants and have kept
up a running campaign of hate and
violence.

NOT AN ISOLATED INCIDENT

The trial is the aftermath of the ar-
rest of hundreds of Negroes who bar-
ricaded their homes and prepared to
defend themselves as rumors of a
lynch mob spread through the town.
The mob was out to get a young Navy
veteran and his mother who had been
arrested for assaulting a white man.
“Mistakes” have been made before
and the Negro population of Colum-
bia took no chances. They got out

their guns and waited. The local pp-
lice sent out a call for the state troop-
ers who marched into the Negro sec-
tion of the town with guns drawn.
The Negroes, believing they were the
lynchers, fired upon them. The police
arrested hundreds and left the Negro
section in ruins,

The incident at Columbia, Tennesee,
is net an isolated affair. It is part of
the social pattern of Jim Crew segre-
gation and discrimination, a social
pattern which has its roets in capital-
ism itself,

Nowhere is this more clearly indi-
cated than in Columbia, itself. There,
Negro workers in the chemical plants,

(Continued on page 2)

at sea and in port.

basic wages.

_ WORKERS PARTY ADVOCATES
A Fighting Program for Maritime

For a Maritime Joint Action Strate-

]. gy Committee consisting of CIO 5
and AFL waterfront and maritime workers
to coordinate the efforts of all the workers

No retreat and no compromise in

2. negotiations with ship operators

and government until the just demands of
the maritime workers are granted:

® Four-watch system, 40-hour week
@ Thirty per cent cash increase in

® Increases in overtime rates.

® Six-hour working day fer long-
shoremen and warehousemen,

Extend the Gl Bill of Rights to sea-
3- men who shipped during the war.

4 Full unemployment benefits for sea-

Take the ships out of the hands of
_6. the profiteers. -

time industry under control of seamen’s com-

mittees elected by the men who sail the

shlp*.

prejudice!

lines.’

Drive the shipowner 'governmont
« scab agencies (Coast Guard, WSA,
Muri‘lim Commission) out of the industry.

For defense and extension of equal

7- shipping rights to all regardiess of
race, creed or color.
from: breaking union solidarity with race

8 For a call issued #o all workérs in
. Qe the United States for material and
physical support of the waterfront picket

9 For a call issued to all waterfront
e workers in Europe, South America,
Asia and Africa to demonstrate their solidar-
ity with the U. S. strikers by refusing to han-
die any cargo reaching their ports after the
strike has been called.

Forward to Victory!

Nationalize mari-

Prevent shipowners

Leaders Duck Labdf Party Issuve

By SUSAN GREEN

At thé March convention of the
United Auto Werkers-CIO, President
Walter Reuther was asked at a press
conference whether he considered an
independent Labor Party in the cards.
Reuther answered: “Net in the im-
mediate future.” LABOR ACTION
commented: “Just what is he waiting
for?”

When en May 27 in Detroit Reuther
announced a propesal, presumably
backed by top leaders of the UAW-
CIO, for a national united labor con-
ference ef all unions—AFL, CIO and
Railread Brotherhoods—to take meas-
ures against the vicloms, fascistic at-
tack on laber by the Congress and
the President of the United States,
there was reasen to hope that per-
haps this is what Reuther was wait-
ing for. Perhaps now such a cenfer-
ence would actually be called and the
question squarely posed to utilize
labor’s economic and pelitical power
in an independent class party.

Since May 27 the International
Executive Board of the UAW-CIO
met in Cleveland. The principal res-

" olution passed by the board on the

political crisis in which labor finds
itself is a glaring example of craven
labor leaders ducking their responsi-
bility to the class they supposedly
lead and clinging frantically to the
coattails of capitalist politicians, The
announcement of May 27 appears to
have been a phony.

PROGRAM FOR INACTION

No militant call for a nation-wide
conference of all labor came from
the heads of the largest and most

UNITY!

e THE STRUGGLE FOR A
UNIFIED TROTSKYIST PARTY

e OPPOSITION OF THE CANNON
REGIME TO UNITY

militant union in the country. As a
miserable substitute the IEB resolu-
tion contained these clauses:

“We call upon eur local unions to
join together in their ewn cemmuni-
ties with AFL snd Raillread Brother-
hoods loeal greups te pretest against
the Presidenit’s preposals and all
anti-laber legislation.

“We call upon all organized labor
to join together mnationally in a
united pretest agalnst such legisla-
tion.” That is all!

Congress is moving to take away
labor's right to strike, The President
wants to clap military controls ap-
proaching totalitarianism on the
workers. And all that labor's leader-
ship proposes is that the local unions
and all organized labor meet to *pro-
test against.” That, Messrs. Reuther,
Thomas, Leonard, Addes, et al, is not
positive action—and positive action is
what the present political crisis de-
mands.

Instead of going forward to an in-
dependent Labor Party, severing the
chains that bind the workers and the
mass of common people to the par-
ties of the capitalist class, the reso-
lution adopted by the IEB of the
UAW-CIO loeks back nostalgically—
to what? “To the program and poli-
cies of Franklin D. Roosevelt!” Says
the resolusion: “When Harry 8, Tru-
man toek the oath ef office as Presi-
dent of the United States he pledged
that his administration would ecarry
out the pregram and policies of
Franklin D. Reosevelt. He has violat-
ed that pledge.” And again:' “The
President is directly responsible for
many ef these betrayals of Franklin

Roosevelt’'s policies.” And more to the
same effect.

What misleading nonsense about
the “program and policies of Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt!” What program?
What policies? Did not FDR himself
bury the New Deal, such as it was,
in an interview with Dilworth Lup-
ton, columnist of the Cleveland Press,
at the end of 1943? Did not FDR him-
self call in “Dr. Win the War"—Dr.
New Deal having served the purposes
of American capitalism? And was it
not FDR who started the firing of
New Dealers, bouncing Leon Hender-
son off the OPA and Henry Wallace
off the Board of Economic Welfare,
as well as off the Democratic Party
ticket—all as concessions to the reac-
tionaries?

Not that LABOR ACTION or the
Workers Party ever put any stock in
New Dealism as anything but a capi-
talist maneuver to keep the working
class in tow at a time, of crisis, but
the labor misleaders did—and do! The
rank and file should know the score.

FDR’S STRIKE-BREAKING

Furthermore, just how did Truman
“pbetray” Roosevelt’'s policy on the
labor draft? In FDR's statement to
Congress on June 25, 1943, he said:

“I recommend that the Selective
Service Act be amended so that per-
sens may be inducted into non-com-
bat military serviee up to the age of
65 years. This will enable us to in-
duct into military service all persons
whe engage in strikes or stoppages or
other interruptions of work in plants
in the possession of the United
States.”

Is this not the essence of the Tru-
man strike-breaking totalitarian pro-
posal? And don't think that FDR
gave up easily his attempt to regi-
ment labor. For again in his message
to Congress in January, 1944, he
urged: .

“A national service law, which, for
the duration of the war will prevent
strikes and, with certain appropriate
excepilions, will make available for
war production or for any other es-
sential -service every able-bodied
adult in the nation”

It is not Truman who is betraying
Roosevelt. On the contrary, the for-
mer only applies in the peacetime
erisis of capitalism the same anti-
labor policy that the latter sought to
establigh in time of war.

'I‘he\betrayal is by the labor lead-
ers of their rank and file!

HAVE THEY FORGOTTEN?

It cannot be that these leaders have
forgotten how all of them—CIO, AFL
and Railroad Brotherhoods—protest-
ed against FDR and condemned his
attempt to put labor into the strait-
jacket of militarism. And it cannot
be that the top labor leadership has
forgotten a most humiliating inter-
view at the White House in January,
1944, where Philip Murray tried to
dissuade President Roosevelt from his
draft-labor proposal, as “quack medi-
cine.,” Victor Riesel, labor editor of
the New York Post, reported the
President’s arrogant defiance of Mur-
ray, Green and the other leaders pres-
ent, and his reiterated determination

(Continued on page 2)

The biggest question of the week in the labor movement is
whether the 200,000 maritime workers, mostly CIO, will be
forced into a showdown fight on June 15 with Strikebreaker-
President Truman, The latter, in fine strikebreaking fettle after
his scabby, double-crossing role in the railroad strike, is threat-
ening the maritime unions with the use of the Army, the Navy

and the Coast Guard.

While President Truman prepares for the biggest strike-
breaking action in U. 8. history in behalf of the profit-logged
ship operators:, a unity and solidarity is being slowly forged
among the unions. The Committee for Maritime Unity has on
its side the solidarity of the working class of the world, which

AFL Seamen
Prepare for

Job Acﬂ'on;

By JOE NOSTER

With shouts of “Strike! Strike!”
5,000 militant AFL seamen, at a
stop-work meeting on June, 6 defied
the shipowners and their govern-
mental agents. A series of meetings
along the entire East, West and Gulf
coasts adopted several resolutions
which made clear the determination
of the AFL seamen to join their
CIO brothers in the struggle for
higher wages, shorter hours and to
eliminate boss-government interven-
tion in the negotiations of the unions
and the ship owners, *

In New York the assembled sea-
men cheered a statement by New

- York Agent Paul Hall that any at-

tempt by President Truman to break
the imminent NMU strike by means
of Navy, Coast Guard and WSA per-
sonnel would be regarded by the SIU-
SUP as a lockout against the entire
industry. Member after member took
the floor to explan the necessity of
constant job actions until their de-
mands are granted. As one old-timer
expressed it at the meeting, “Every
time we hit the deck, we should hit
the dock.”

The basic demands of the AFL sea-
men include: a six-hour working day
at sea and in port for all ratings; a
30 per cent cash increase in wages;
an increase in overtime rates ranging
from 48 cents to $1.20 per hour;
amendments to and clarification of
working rules.

At present seamen recelve an aver-
age wage of $150 per month for a
56-hour week at sea and a 44-hour
week in port. No overtime pay is
given to those who work the 56-hour
week at sea. This includes the ma-
jority of seamen. The present over-
time rate is 90 cents per hour for all
ratings.

PLEDGE ACTION

The decision to hold stop-work
meetings was brought about by the
refusal of the shipowners to meet the
union negotiating committee since
the contracts expired in October,
1945. The meeting in New York went
on record in favor of the following
resolutions:

1. To condemn strongly the attempt
of the Washington politicians for
their intervention into what should
have been normal contractual and
negotiation procedure between the
operators and the union.

2. To condemn Secretary of Labor
Schwellenbach for depriving AFL
seamen of their collective bargaining
rights under the Wagner Labor Act,
by refusing to allow them to nego-
tiate ' directly with their . contracted
operators.

3. To oppose any attempt to foist

(Continued on page 2)

.7

already ranges from two AFL
maritime unions in the U, S.
which have pledged not to cross
the picket lines, to New Zea-
land waterfront workers and
maritime unions of other coun-
tries.

The government’s role in this
strike, as in the railroad strike,
as in its current mania for anti-
labor laws, is not surprising, It
is continuing in peacetime .its
wartime benevolence toward
the corporations. During the
war it guaranteed profits to the
ship operators to the tune of
21 billion dollars. Now, to
maintain in peacetime those super-
profits gotten through the sweat and
lives of the merchant marine, it as-

sists the corporations by its strike-
breaking offer.

RANKS WANT STRIKE

If this strike occurs, it will not be
because the Stalinist leadership of
these unions, represented by Joseph
Curran and Harry Bridges, is ready
for a showdown fight with the ship
operators and the government strike-
breaking machinery which is expect-
ed to go into motion the minute the
strike starts. Curran of the National
Maritime Union has already tried to
get the ranks to accept a paltry $12.50
a month increase. But he<had to re-
treat before the mass indigmation of
thousands of seamen who held meet-
ings on the East, West and Gulf
ports. But the ranks rebelled. As late
as Monday, June 10, thousands .of
CIO seamen jammed Manhattan Cen-
ter in New York to shout “Strike!
Strike” in answer to the shipowners'
niggardly concessions.

American seamen are determined
to lift themselves to the level of the
rest of militan{ American labor, Their .
principal demand is for a forty-hour
week instead of the present 56 and
63 hours. The ship owners are resist-
ing this major demand with every-
thing in. their power, including gov-
ernment-given strikebreakers,

The seamen of the AFL, the Sailors
Union of the Pacific and the Seafarers
International Union are echoing the |,
“Strike!” shouts of the CIO. Leaders
of the SIU have been authorized by
their membership to take a strike
v;te. The unions have gone on record
adainst the crossing of any picket
lines. AFL and CIO longshoremen
and teamsters are also involved. All
the waterfronts, the entire coastline
of the U. S, face a complete shut-
down,

A NOTE OF WARNING

A note of warning must be soun{ied.
The leaders of both CIO and AFL
maritime and waterfront unions have
made militant speeches at their re-
spective union meetings and issued
radical statements to the big business
press in this situation. In so doing
they expressed the sentiments of the

(Continued on page 2)
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FOR THE WORKERS PARTY:
MAX SHACHTMAN, National Chairman

CARAVAN HALL

SUNDAY, JUNE 23,8 P. M.

NEW YORK CITY

\ Admission 25 Cents
110 East 59th Street

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 19,8 P. M.

DETROIT:

Hear ALBERT GOLDMAN

LABOR ACTION HALL'
3773 Gratiot

|
]

i

= |
1

4




—

LABOR ACTION

" June 17,1946

Page 2

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

United Action Is Only Way #o Beat

By CHISPA

SAN PEDRO, June 8 — The word
unity, used and misused more than
any other by the leadership of the
CIO maritime unions in the past few
months, begins to take on real mean-
ing in these last few days before the
v scheduled maritime strike.

The inability of the shipowners to _

cope with the problems confronting
them in -the maritime industry is il-
"lustrated once more by Truman's
pledge to break the strike with sol-
diers and sailors forced to act as

scabs. Just prior to the. first world
war, in spite of protective tariffs and

other government\assi_stance., Con-
gress was forced tp appropriate hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to replace
America’s gbsolete /merchant; marine.
During and after that war many
more hundreds of millions were
poured into the bottomless pockets of
shipowners and builders. In spite of
the numerous scandals surrounding
the financial manipulations of those
years, no action was taken against
these swindlers. The Shipping Board,
a federal agency similar to the Mari-
time Commission, assisted the ship-
owners in smashing the maritime
‘unions in the great post-war strikes
of 1919-1921, After breaking the mari-
time unions, the federal government
poured other millions in shipping sub-
sidies into the outstretched hands of
the shipowners so the American Mer-
chant Marine could maintain its high
place in ~world trade. Not only did
the millions disappear without a
trace but the merchant marine slip-
ped from a first to fifth rate fleet.

EFFECTS OF ’34 STRIKE

The only break in the continuing
government approved plunder of pub-
li¢ funds came in 1934. West Coast
longshoremen who had begun to or-
ganize in 1933 called a strike in 1934
and were immediately followed by the
sailors, firemen, and other maritime
workers. The '34 strike culminated in

a general strike in San Francisco and
was settled as a complete victory for
the longshoremen and a partial wvic-
tory for the sailors.

' What the seamen hadn't won in
a contract in the '34 strike, they won
by “job action,” as the hundreds of
quickie strikes during ’'35-'36 were
called, The highest development of
34 was the birth of. The Maritime
Federation ;of the Pacific, an organi-
zation of shoreside and deepsea mari-
time  workers. The Federation fell
apart. in 1938 as.a result of bitier
competition beiween Harry Lunde-
‘berg and: Harry Bridges over domi-
nation of the Federation.

There was some intervention by the
federal government in the '34 strike
but it wasn’'t- until just prior to the
*36-37 lockout that Congress got down
to the business of overhauling the
governiment’s merchant marine pro-
gram, in anticipation of World War
I11.

Not onl_x,.r were Amemcan shlpown-
ers unable to operate their “free en-
terprise” without financial assistance
from their government, but even with
that assistance they had plundered
and mismanaged the maritime indus-
try into virtual bankruptcy. The
Merchant Marine Act of 1936, with
an eye toward the approach of World
War 1I, set up thei Maritime Commis-
sion, an, agency with a twofold pur-
pose. )

First, it was to build an adequate
fleet of modern merchant ships to.ful-
fill expected supply needs of the arm-
ies to be mobilized for the coming
war. The secand task of the Mari-
time Commission was to mobilize a
force of “disciplined, responsible”
merchant seamen, men whose train-
ing would be supervised by the Navy
.and whe in fime of war would be in-
corporated into the Navy. This lat-
ter task could be achieved only by
the emasculation of the maritime
unions, by obliterating all gains

Fund Drive Is Now
98% Completed

By NATHAN GOULD, National Organizer, Workers Party

The $15,000 Fund Drive nears its completion. One week remains for seven
branches to fulfill their quotas and put the drive over the top. To date a total
of $14,786.66 has been raised. The next week must net us $215 to make the
drive 100 per cent successful. As the drive nears completion, the LABOR
ACTION editorial staff and business department are busily gearing for the
publication of the eight-page LABOR ACTION. Every branch must give the
editors and the business department full support by not relaxing for a minute
their efforts to'go over the top on their quotas.

Louisville and San Pedro joined the 100 per centers this week. That makes
13 branches which have fulfilled their quotas. Ten of these have over-sub-
scribed their guotas. The National Office and Akron each have o make a
slight push to put them over. Detroit, Reading, Cleveland, Philadelphia, Los
Angeles and St. Louis are still holding us up. How about a little action from
these branches? Next week tells the story. Let it be good. Let's record every
branch at®100 per cent by June 15! Then we start digging in to provide the
eight-pager with a wider audience. $15,000 by June 15!

No. Branch Quota ; This Week Total Per Cent
1. Hibbing, Minn. _________  §25.00 $00.00 $89.00 353
2. Boston, Mass. . 50.00 00.00 101.00 202
3. Youngstown, Ohio _______  150.00 00.00 © 200.00 133
4, San Francisco, Cal, _____ 500.00 00.00 595.00 113
5. Chicago, Il -—. 1000.000 00.00 1096.00 109
6. Seattle, Wash. __________  300.00 00.00 327.81 109
9. Buffalo, N. Y. ____ _____ 200.00 00.00 210.00 105
9. Louisville, Ky. 200.00 50.00 205.00 102
16. New York, N, Y. __ - 5000.00 6200 5118.45 102
11. Baltimore, Md. ... ___ 50.00 00.00 50.00 100
12. Streator, I, _...____ . — 2500 00.00 25.00 100
13. San Pedro, Calif. ______ 400.00 128.00 400.00 100
14. National Office ... 3550.00 10.00 3459.65 97
15. Akron, Ohio . 500.00 50.00 459.75 92
16. Detroit, Mich. .. 1250.00 25.00 1058.50 80
17. Reading, Pa, . — 50.00 00.00 40.00 80
18. Cleveland, Ohio ..._.. e 200:00 00:00 146.00 73
19. Philadelphia, Pa. _._.____. 350.00 1200 250.00 71
20. Los Angeles, Cal. _.___ - 600.00 00.00 398.00 60
21. St. Louis, Mo, . — 100.00 00.00 40.00 40
Totals 15,000.00 33700  14,786.66 98

.

Name

WE ARE GOING TO HAVE AN EIGHT-PAGE PAPER!

\The thousands of dolars required to make this advance must come
from our readers. We appeal to every reader to send us a contribution
to make the expansion possible. Fill out the blank below and send it to
us at once. Make all c‘:Eeks and money orders payable to LABOR AC-
TION, 114 West 14th Street, New Yeork 11, N, Y,

Address

City

. Zone State

Amount $

Name

LABOR ACTION
114 West 14th St.,N. Y. 11, N. Y.

SUBSCRIPTION: 35 Cenis for 6 Mos.

Good Only Until June 15

60 Cents for 1 Year

Address

Zone State.

City

made in the great siruggles of 34
and '36-’37. The move was recognized
for what it was by most of the unions
and was fought vigorously and with
partial success. Repeated attempts to
establish government training schools
and hiring halls for seamen were re-
pulsed, by the unions up uniil the war.

Those maritime unions controlled
by the Stalinists, particularly the
NMU, pursued ra contradictory policy
of acceptance and resistance to gov-
ernment intervention according to
foreign policy changes of the Soviet
Union: In spite of the confusion cre-
ated by this oscillation, it wasn't un-
il the war that the government step-
ped into the personnel picture with a
firm tread. In spite of the vast scale
of government control during the
war, the unions have remained in-
tact. In spite of the weakening in-
fluence of continued division of mari-
time workers into the SIU-SUP camp

headed by Harry Lundeberg and
ILWU-NMU camp led by ,Harry
Bridges and Joe Curran, the mari-

time unions are still a force of great
vitality and vigor.

Truman's pledge to the shipowners
to break the coming strike is one more
bid by “the government to carry out
its program of regimentation and
government control of seamen.

NEED FOR UNITY

This brings us back to the question
of unity. If the strike occurs—and this
will not. be definite until June 15—
two possibfe factors will be ‘of par-
ticular importance in determining the
outcome. The first is the question of
participation by the AFL seamen led
by Harry Lundeberg. His prestige
will be undermined if the CIO unions
he has accused of bluffing hit the
bricks. The inner pressure of the
SIU-SUP rank and file for joint ac-
tion against the shipowners has
reached the bursting point. Neither
the sailors nor the longshoremen have
forgotten that the only thing that
made the magnificent strikes of '34
and '36-'37 successful was joint action
against the shipowners.

WHY WE NEED A
LABOR PARTY

" "God only knows where we

are going in the next election.
... Good God, what if we had
to go out tomorrow and
choose between Truman and
Taft?"—R. J. Thomas at a
special meeting of the Cleve-
land Industrial Union Coun-
cil protesting the Case and
Truman labor legislation.
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, June
6.)

Maritime Labor - -

(Continued from page 1)

rank and file, But, unfortunately, the
leaders of both maritime organiza-
tions do not have the best interests
of the workers at heart. The first
loyalty of Bridges and Curran is to
the Kremlin and its agency in this
country, the Communist Party. If
Russian foreign policy dictates water-
front peace in the U. S, so it shall be,
provided Bridges-Curran can put this
over on the ranks.

The experience of the war years is
still fresh. How can the ship and
waterfront workers forget the finky
policies of the Stalinist Bridges-Cur-
ran machine: Curran’s support of the
bonus cut for seamen; his support of
the Coast Guard control of maritime;
‘his suppeort of the Maritime Commis-
sion’s scab training schools and fink
hiring halls; his support of the mno-
strike pledge and opposition to all
job action by seamen- afier Russia
enfered the war on the side of the
Allies?

Similar and even more notorious
were the policies of Harry Bridges.
Remember how he prepared his long-
shoremen for the inevitable post-war
struggle against the industrial ruling
class by offering the Waterfront Em-
ployers Association a POST - WAR
NO-STRIKE PLEDGE! The ranks of
the ILWU and NMU must be on their
guard and see to it that their nego-

private operators and guaranteeing
them a handsome profit. The fact that
the government already owns most of
shipping testifies to the complete
bankruptey of the capitalists in this
field. Starting with such a preponder-
ance of government ownership, na-
tionalization of the maritime industry
is simple.

But this nationalization must be
supplemented with control by com-
mittees of seamen and waterfront
workers elected by the men who load
and sail the ships. This is the genuine
way to get rid of strikebreaking and
profiteering!

However, even a fighting united
front against the shipowners will not
be enough this time. The second fac-
tor is of even greater importance.
If the armed forces are employed as
strikebreakers, mamume workers wﬂl
hayve to call upon the worker
every port in the country to snppm-t
them with the g:eatest weapon, in the
hands of labor. They will have to
call for a g‘enersl strike to defend
not only themselves but all of or-
ganized labor from eventual annihila-
tion. If treops are used with sumecess

(Continued from page 1)

on the SIU-SUP any of the decisions
of the shipowner - CMU - Washington
run-around mnegotiations being held
in the Capital.

4, To demand that a date be set
immediately for direct negotiations
between the SIU-SUP and their con-
tracted operators, and in the mean-
while to hold a nation-wide strike
vote of the membership. '

5. To send the following telegram
to President Truman:

“The members of the Seafarers In-
ternational Union and the SUP as-
sembled in general meeting wish to
inform you that we have gone on
record to the effect that we will re-
gard any attempt to utilize the Navy,
Coast Guard or WSA personnel te
man ships under union contract as
an attempt to undermine and de-
stroy the hard-won union conditiun{s
in the Merchant Marine.

“We wish to inform you that we
will in mo way cooperate with such
personnel in the movements of Amer-
fcan vessels and that we will regard
and treat such personnel for what
they are, that is, strike-breakers.,”

6. To go on record as intending to
hold work-stoppage meetings as often
as is necessary to enforce settlement
of their demands.

7. The meeting also adopted a reso-
lution stating that the record of the
Communist Party and the Communist
dominated unions is one of betrayal.
The resolution declared, “They (t.h'le
Communist Party) have demonstrat-

.ed time after time that the economi¢
interests of workers involved in a
life and death struggle with the em-
ployers are secondary to the political
interests of the Party.

“There is no common ground be-
tween the Communists and the SIU

.. The Seafarers unequivocally
state that Communist participation in
any union activities spells defeat of
that union and, warns all seamen to
be on guard and maintain constant
vigilance against any Communist in-
filtration.”

LUNDEBERG ON THIN ICE

The leadership, however. of the
SIU failed to discriminate between

Labor Party Issue - -

(Continued from page 1)

to sign any bill that would restrict
labor. °

These policies of FDR were well
known to the laber officialdom when
they supported Roosevelt in the 1944
election and went along with his sup-
port of Truman for Vice-President, a
choice made to placate the reaction-
aries. The CIO squandered the money
and energies of the PAC to get out
the vote for this team of capitalist
politicians. Now Truman is following
the reactionary path already indicat-

tiating committees do not retreat _eq by Roosevelt!

from legitimate union demands.

'The seamen of the AFL must not
permit a retreat from the stand of
their leadership last week when they
declared that if the government at-
tempted to man any struck ship on
June 15 with civilian or military
scabs, they would call that an indus-
try-wide lockout and strike every
AFL ship on the Gulf, East and West
Coasts. That is real solidarity. Differ-
ences between AFL ranks and the
leadership of the NMU must be sub-
ordinated to such solidarity. It must
also be remembered that the NMU
rank and file overrode the Curran
leadership on its shameful settlement
proposals enly two weeks ago. Both
AFL and NMU are faced with a com-
men enemy, the ship owners and
their government stooges.

This government, presumed to be
“by, for and of the people” is mobiliz-
ing all its military strength to shoot
down, if necessary, any “trouble-
maker” who has the nerve to fight for
a 40-hour week and a slight increase
in pay to meet the runaway cost of
living. )

It is high time the maritime work-
ers, with the rest of organized labor,
stopped voting for the sirikebreakers
of the capitalist Democratic and Re-
publican parties. They represent no-
body but big business.

Labor must build its own political
party, a labor party, based on its own
unions and independent of boss par-
ties and boss politics. This party must
aim for a workers government and
demand that the shipping indusfry be
taken out of the greedy, incompetent
hands of the shipowners.

While the present government owns
80 per cent of this industry, it follows
the practice of leasing the ships fo

The labor bureaucrals look back to
-a Roosevelt paradise that never ex-
isted because they refuse to look for-
ward. Events cry 'out the direction
labor has to take. It has to break with
capitalist politics. The PAC, with its
human and material resources, has
to be transformed from a tool of the
capitalist parties and used as-tihe
foundation for an.independent Labor
Party. This is what the present cri-
sis demands if labor is to save itself.

DUBINSKY'S CALL

Almost at the same time that Reu-
ther and his colleagues were meet-
ing in Cleveland, another labor lead-
er, David Dubinsky, president of the
International Garment Workers Un-
ion, AFL, spoke for what he called a
“National Labor Party” at the con-
vention of the United Hatters, Cap &
Millinery Workers in New York. He
denounced the labor “statesmen”
whose “main object is to bore from
within in the existing parties.”

“Have these statesmen prepared an
independent labor pelitical movement
in this country so they could send
their own people to Congress?” asked
Dubinsky. “No! On the contrary, they
have always been against a third par-
ty; They have told the reactionaries
in advance: ‘Don’t be scared; we have
nowhere else to go; we will have to
vote for you anyhow.”

That sounds like something, doesn’t
it? At least it indicates that Dubin-
sky sees the handwriting on the
wall, and feels the still unexpressed
desire of the rank and file for some-
thing more than “protests against.”
However, Dubinsky has a record, He
is leader of the Liberal Party in New
York. This Liberal Party, under Du-
binsky, has played capitalist politics

without hindrance from him. In 1944
it went all out for Roosevelt and
the Democratic Party.

This year Dubinsky and the Liberal
Party have indicated their support
for Senator Mead, Democratic Party

. man, if he receives the nomination for

Governor. of New York. The Dubin-
skys may consider such politicians
“their own people,” but will the work-
ers and the masses of common peo-
ple? What Dubinsky wants is merely
a third CAPITALIST party. What
the workers must have is an inde-
pendent labor party, a class party,
based on the unions and other mass
organizations, cut free from all capi-
talist parties and politicians. What
more proof is needed than the pres-
‘ent attempts of capitalist parties and
politicians to take away labor’s right
to strike and to make inveluntiary
servitnge the law of the land!

Walter Reuther may be waiting for
something else. But will the rank
and file wait for ReutHer!

Columbia Trial

(Continued from page 1)
performing the same jobs as ‘white
workers receive 30 to 50 per cent less
in wages. This pay discrimination de-
liberately practiced by employers is
used to divide the working class into
two hostile groups. The Negroes, if
they are unwilling to take the lower
rate, are faced with having to return
to even lgwer paying household jobs.
The whites are threatened, if they

demand higher wages or better condi- .

tions, with loss of their job to Negroes
who will accept much less. The white
and Negro worker become so intent
on fighting each other that they fail
to unite to fight the common enemy,
the exploiter of both, the boss.
LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party call upon all workers to rally to
the defense of the 31—to contribute
financially, to join the protest.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE TO
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

i

"'A Boss's Dictionary

1e Ship Owners

in this coming strike it will only be
a matter of time until all sirikes will
be similarly smashed.

MARITIME WORKERS AFL, CIO
AND INDEPENDENT MUST PRE-
SENT A UNITED FRONT AGAINST
THE UNITED SHIPOWNERSI

IF TROOPS ARE USED TO
SMASH THE STRIKE, ALL ORGAN-
IZED LABOR MUST BE AROUSED
AND MOBILIZED BEHIND THE
MARITIME WORKERS IN A GEN-
ERAL -STRIKE! Tt

the Stalinist NMU leadership and its
rank and file. In failing to do this
they created an atmosphere of dis-
trust and disunity between the AFL
and CIO seamen. At a time when
unity of all merchant seamen is es-
sential in the sfruggle to gain their
demands this does not help the work-
ers of the industry. The lack of clear-
sighted and. constructive thinking on
the part of the SIU-SUP leadership
may well prove to be the reef upon
which the seamen’s present struggle
may founder.

On June 9, Harry Lundeberg, pres-
ident of the SIU-SUP issued a state-
ment to the press in which he said
that he would not support any “po-
litical strike” and that he regarded
the present Washingion negotiations
as “a three-ringed political circus.”

While Lundeberg's condemnation of
the intervention of Washington's boss
represeniatives into the negotiations
will be greeted by all seamen, his at-
fitude of no support of the strike can
result in a desértion of the struggle
of the seamen and may end in leav-
ing the rank and file of the NMU
haldmg the bag. This will render
more secure the position of ‘the ship

owners in undermlnmg the unions’

fight. He has also given the ship own-
ers another weapon by calling off the
strike vote in the SUP, However, the
strike vote of the SIU, according to
present reports, will ‘be held as sched-
uled. .

‘Lundeberg’s attempt to characterize
the NMU struggle for its demands as
leading to a political strike is in con-
tradiction to the statement of the
SIU leadership that they would rec-
ognize NMU picket lines and join
them if the government attempts to
man the ships. In other words, de-
spite justified distrust of the Stalin-
ist NMU Ileadership, the basic eco-
nomic demands of the NMU rank and
‘filee must be recognized and sup-
ported. =

Kop'r. 1348, Labor Action

'L Seaman for Job Action -

What the NMU seamen want was
clearly demonstrated when they re-
jected the paltry sell-out settlement
that ' their leadership attempted fto
impose upon them. To Curran's de-
mand that'they settle for a $12.50 per
month increase, the rank and file re-
plied with a resolution to go ahead
with the strike uniil their full de-
mands are granted.

While suspicion toward the “politi-
cal” sirikes pulled by the Stalinists in
support of Kremlin power politics is
absolutely justified, it is necessary to
distinguish between such strikes and
these conducted for legitimate work-
ers’ demands.

LABOR POLITICS NEEDED
However, it must be recognized
that every strike called by seamen
today must have a political content.
In each of their struggles the seamen
come face to face with the govern-
ment as the agency of the ship own-
ers. In the present situation Truman
has announced his intention to bregk
ANY seamen's strike. In the recent
period he has led the drive to under-
mine and destroy the trade umion
movement. Labor must demonstrate

its militancy not only on the ‘eco- *

nomic front but also on the political
front if it is to prevent boss politi-
cians from passing union - busting
legislation and calling out the Army
and Navy to break the back of or-
ganized labor.

The best way of combatting the use
of these fascist tactics to destroy the
organized labor movement is to ac-
company action on th's ¢®>nomic front
with the building of the workers' own
party on the political front. American

working men cannot depend upoh the .

politicians of the two boss parties to
defend their interests. The need of
the hour for organized labor ‘is the
building of 'a national Labor Party
independent of the ship owners and
boss class.

With the
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FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND VETERANS
1. Full Unemployment Insurance
Full unemployment insurance beginning with
$30 a week for single men and women and
graduated upward for dependencies to all work-
ers for whom government and industry do not
find jobs.

2. Less Hours—More Pay
Absorption of all workers thrown into unem-
ployment during reconversion by reduction of

take-home pay.

8. Jobs and Full Opportunities for Veterans
Two years’ base pay grant to all demobilized
veterans, with the option of trade school and
higher educational facilities at government ex-
pense, guarantee of adequate family mainte-
nance and guarantee.of decent jobs.

FOR THE POST-WAR WORLD

4. Jobs For All at a Guaranteed Annual Living
Wage )

A job for every worker with a guaranteed mini-

mum annual wage of $2,500 per year. A rising

standard of living, by means of government

planning to insure the highest national produc-

tion and income.

5. A Planned Rise in National Income

A guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all work-
ers’ families by means of a planned rise in the
national income and a thirty-hour maximum
work week.

. 6. For a Democratic Peace

Against peacetime military conscription of
American youth! For a truly democratic peace,
which means no land-grabbing under any pre-
text; no reparations; no slave labor. Complete
independence for all colonies and subject peo-
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ples and the right of all people to decide demo-
cratically their -own future,

9. Full Social, Political and Economic Equality

for Negroes

Complete democratic rights. The right to vote,
to run for and hold any elective or appointive
office, North or South. The right to equality in
employment; to hold any job, skilled or un-
skilled. The right to be free from insult, segre-
gation and Jim Crowism; anywhere and in any
place, North or South.

THESE ATMS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH
8. Slum Clearance '

A $250 billion five-year program to provide de-
cent housing for all, extensive public works,
rural electrification and modernization,

9. Nationalization of Big Business
Nationalization of the banks, big industrial mo-~
nopolies and transportation systems, and neo
handing over of government-built and owned
plants and facilities to private ownership,

10. Taxing the Profiteers

A 100 per cent tax on all war profis above a
five per cent maximum on invested capital; a
$25,000 ceiling on total individual income, and
a graduated capital levy on all accumulated
wealth over $50,000 to cover war costs and pro-
vide post-war security for labor,

THIS PROGRAM TO BE CARRIED OUT BX

11. Workers’ Contirol of Production

Control of production by demogcratically-elected

workers' committees. ,

12. An Independent Labor Party and a Workers’
Government—For a Socialist America with
Plenty for All!

Make the machines that now produce only for

war and capitalism produce for the needs of all

the peoplel =

The CP anﬂ British Labor Party

By the time this issue of LABOR ACTION ap-
pears, the British Labor Party will have made its
decision on the request of the Communist Party
of Great Britain to affiliate to it. All indications are
that the request will be turned down overwhelm-
ingly. The impelling reason why the British Stal-
inists have again reguested the right to affiliate
to the Labor Party has nothing whatever to do
with the formal reason given te unify the British
working class, Actually the demand for affiliation
is only another expression of the Stalinist “unity”
drives in Eastern Europe, Germany, Italy and
France. What Stalinism seeks is nothing less than

the complete control of the working class move-

ment in order to head off its growing militancy
and to subordinate .it to the interests of the
Kremlin,

In Great Britain, where the CP remains a small
and relatively insignificant movement, affiliation
to the Labor Party would add to the power of
Stalinisin and increase its ability and opportunity
to corrode the working class with its politics. It
would_enable the British CP to carry out more
facilely the dictates of Russian foreign policy and
provide it with an avenue to reach areas of state
power now barred to it by its relative weakness.
In addition it would help to break its present iso-
lation from the mass movement of the British
working class.

The opposition of the British Labor Party offi-
cialdom is based on two reasons which are con-
tradictory and reactionary. The first reason given
is that the British CP is an agent of Moscow
carrying out the imperialist interests of Russia.
This only emphasizes the fact that the Labor Party
Government and officialdom are themselves the
agents of British imperialism and defend the re-
actionary interests of the British ruling class

against the reactionary interests of the Russian
ruling class.

The second reason given is thaf the British CP
is a militant organization. The implications are
that its activities in behalf of the working class are
really socialist and embarrass the Labor Party
leadership. Yet this view is completely erroneous
because a truly socialist party would be interna-
tionalized and could not possibly serve the na-
tional interests of another ruling class,

The Stalinist parties are anti-working class,
totalitarian, counter - revolutionary organizations.
They carry out a changing line that veers from
class struggle policies to the most reactionary class
collaborationist policies—depending on the mo-
mentary interests of the Russian bureaucracy.

The task of revolutionary socialists is to carry on
a never-ending struggle against Stalinism no mat-
ter where it exists, to do everything in their
power to weaken Stalinism and to destroy its hold
on large sections of the working class who mis-
takenly believe the Communist Parties to be so-
cialist organizations.

The position of the British Revolutionary Com-

munist Party, Section of the 4th International, in
favor of affiliation on the grounds that the pro-
grams of the Labor Party and CP are the same
and that such affiliation would help tp expose the
CP is a thoroughly fallacious position based on a
misconception of what kind of organizations the
Stalinist parties actually are. Affiliation would only
add confusion in the minds of the British working
class as it observed the . tug-of-war between the
conservative Labor Party officialdom and the CP
leadership employing radical and demogogic
phraseology, based upon the anti-capitalist, pro-
Russian views of Stalinism. It would strengthen
Stalinism rather than weaken it.

For Complete Indian Freedom!

It appears that the British plan for reorganiz-
ing India’s government and granting a certain
measure of independence (with many qualifica-
tions) to that country will be accepted and put
into effect. The Moslem League has accepted the
proposal, despite the plan’s denial of every Moslem
League demand. Ghandi has indicated acceptance
on behalf of the Congress Party, and the Indian
Princes, long-time stooges of British imperialism,
have naturally fallen into line. No doubt the plan
will begin within a few weeks, with the forma-
tion of a Congress-majority, provisional govern-
ment. '

This plan marks the beginning of a new rela-
tionship not only between India and the British
Empire, but also within India itself. It is undoubt-
edly a major retreat on the part of British im-
perialism, the necessity of which is even admitted
by the die-hard Churchill Tories whose India
spokesman, Amery, has supported the proposal.
Under attack from all sides, British imperialism
must compromise, yield, make “deals” and reor-
ganize the vestiges of its Empire on a new basis.
American commercial rivalry, seeking to penetrate
the Indian market; Russian imperialist expansion
toward the India lifeline that runs through the
‘Mediterranean—these, plus the unremitting pres-
sure of the masses for independence, are the pow-
erful factors that have forced a “deal” upon the
British.

But the fact that now and henceforth, Britain
shares power in India with the Hindu capitalists
and the Moslem and Hindu landlords—this fact
does not at all mean that India’s long struggle for
freedom is over. Far from it! It is a conditional
independence, elevating not the masses of India,
but only the Indian ruling class. It makes syb-

. stantially little difference to an Indian peasant
or worker that henceforth the native capitalists

will receive a greater portion and benefit from
his, the worker’s or peasant’s labor. Henceforth,
Indian capitalist and landlord are lined up more
clearly than ever with British imperialism, against
the masses of people. A new stage has been
reached, a final effort is being made to settle the
Indian ‘problem on capitalist ierms. But Britain
will find that its retreat has only begun. The
Moslem and Hindu ruling class have accepted
an English arm; but the people will be satisfied
with nothing less than the whole body.

DIEGO RIVERA REAPPLIES
FOR ADMISSION INTO
MEXICAN CP

A minor event in the news, but not to go by
unnoticed, is the announcement from Mexico City
that Diego Rivera, famous mural painter, has
reapplied for admission to the Mexican Communist
Party.

Rivera completes a 1009 circle that took him
through the ex-Lovestone movement, the Trot-
skyist movement and plain, ordinary Mexican cap-

jtalist democracy. That's his privilege, but the -

moral issues involved are otherwise. This man
claimed to be a devoted follower and personal
admirer of Leon Trotsky, the man whom his com-
rades-to-be helped murder in the most bratal
fashion. He aided Trotsky's coming to Mexico,
gave him a home and assistance. Now he con-
sorts with the assassins. Worse yet, he applied for
readmission to the Mexican Stalinists together
with Dave Siqueiros, former Stalinist and noto-
riously implicated in the murder of Robert Harte,
one of Trotsky's secretaries, Evidently, the com-
pany of open GPU agents, murderers and assassins,
suits the newest evolution of this unstable char-
acter,

RN S PUSERISTR SOOI S TRt SRt S & Sy S RS AR L S

The Paris Peace Congress

By IRVING HOWE

All of the smoldering conflicts between America and
Britain on the one hand and Russia on the other will
reach a head at the meeting of Foreign Ministers in
Paris on June 15, There is a general feeling in diplo-
matic circles of America and Britain, a feeling which
readily finds its way into the press, that a failure to
reach agreement on the reorganization of Europe at
this conference will make impossible the consiruction
of a peace treaty and will indefinitely perpetuate the
present stalemate of disorganization and confusion.

The crisis is chronie; it is deep; and no rhetorical
flourishes can ease its severity. For what is at stake is
nothing less than the question: who will control Europe,
Anglo-American capitalism or Stalinist Russia? Con-
cretely, at the present moment that means: who will
control Germany which, despite its partial destruction
by bombing, remains the industrial heart of Europe; and
who will control the strategic port of Trieste?

' When the question is posed this way, as one involving
basic imperialist conflict, it can be seen how wvacuous
and infantile has been 99 per cent of the comment in
the daily press on the stalemate among the “Big Three.”
That Molotov is an obtuse dunderhead parrotting the

" instructions of the Stalin dictatorship; that Byrnes is a

cracker politician of (to put it delicately) limited vision;
that Bevin is an obstinate bureaucrat distinguishable
from his Tory predecessor only by his lack of manners—
this is of tenth-rate significance. The superficial foreign
correspondents seize upon the admittedly none too admir-
able personalities of the negotiators as an explanation
for the diplomatic deadlock, because they are unable to
understand the basic issues.

THE STRUGGLE TO CONTROL TRIESTE

Take, for instance, the matter of Trieste, the im-
portant port which lies between Italy and Yugoslavia.
It has been a bone of contention between the Italian
and Slavie imperialists for many decades; its conglom-
erate population, predominantly Italian, has recently
been subjugated to a virtual civil war, in which British
troops have buttressed the otherwise weak Italian gov-
ernment. The Stalinist-supported Tito dictatorship of
Yugoslavia has kept troops mobilized on the border
1o contribute its share to the war of nerves.

For the disposition of Trieste is of first import-
ance in the determination of the political character of
Europe. Trieste is a terminal port for centiral Europe.
Whoever oontrols it, also controls the Adriatic sea.
That means that if Tito got Trieste, Russia would in
effect have acquired control of the Adriatic and would
have gone a long way to closing the vast pincer move-
ment, flanked on the left by its infiltration of Iran and
its designs on Turkey and on the right by its penetration
to the Adriatic, with which it has been menacing Brit-
ish domination of the Middle East and the easiern Med-

~ iterranean. (Russia’s insistence that the Ifalian navy be

obliterated acquires additional significance in light of this
situation; the absence of an Italian navy would make
basic domination of the Adriatic.) This, then, is a vast
imperialist squeeze play by the Russians and against
which the British are fighting desperately.
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Trieste, one of those pivotal port cities which, like

Danzig, seems to bear the tragic destiny of becoming the '

focalpoint around which the drift to imperialist war is
centered—this city will itself play no role in determining
its future. It would seem obvious that if the disposition
of a city or area is in dispute that the people in that
city be allowed themselves to determine  their destiny
by plebiscite. But the victors of the Second World War,
whatever their differences, are agreed that the determi-
nation of the future of Trieste and other disputed places
must be made in secret conference by diplomatic fene-
ing and military threats. The talk about “democracy” and
“self-determination” was useful during the war when it
‘Wwas necessary to lead men to death; but surely now, when
the booty is being divided and idealistic rhetoric is at
an_end, no one can seriously expect that the people of
Trieste will be allowed to determine their own destiny!

TRIESTE AND THE EUROPEAN TRAGEDY

The iragedy of Europe is concentrated in this city.
Constarit guerrilla warfare cripples Trieste, The British
administration is inept and bureaucratic. It is probable
that a plebiscite in Trieste itself would result in a
majority for the Italians; the forty day reign of Tito's
terror last May and June left a bitter taste in the
mouths of many of Trieste’s people. But that is of sec-
ondary importance, What is important is that the work-
ers of Trieste are being demoralized by nationalist prop-
aganda from both sides, that they are being subjected
to a nationalist tug of war.

The Stalinist Party of Trieste is in a most uncom-
fortable pesition. It has to decide between the position
of its Yugoslavian sister party, which is heatedly in favor
of anmexation to Yugoslavia, and the position of the
Italian Stalinists who urge annexation to Italy. (This
is the Stalinist version of internationalism!) The Trieste
Stalinist movement, despite internal dissensions, has offi-
cially come out for annexation to Yugoslavia, a decision
which rapidly followed the official Russian declaration
in faver eof the same position—and which earned the
Trieste Stalinists the embarrassed condemnation of the
leader of Italian Stalinism, Togliatti.

In-the meantime, the functioning of the port is in a
state of virtual paralysis. The Italian and Yugoslavian
governments subsidize demonstrations—men will shout
almost anything if they are hungry enough.

Multiply this situation indefinitely, and you have a
picture of the tragic, heartbreaking situation of Europe
today: a continent prostrate and victim to a ruthless and
ceaseless struggle between the former victorious war
partners. And the Foreign Ministers Conference meet-
ing in Paris this week will see this issue of Trieste, and
the other similar issues, brought to a climactic discus-
sion. The imperialist powers will make a perhaps final
attempt to reach some working agreement, but what-
ever that agreement or non-agreement may be we can
say in advance: the domination of Europe by either
Russian Stalinism or Anglo-American imperialism or
both will result in the further disintegration of the
continent. That is why the first duty of the revelutionary
movement in Europe must be to take the lead in the
struggle to drive out ALL armies of occupation from
their borders so that the workers of Europe can begin
once again painfully and slowly to reassert their needs.

World Starvation Indicts
The Whole Capitalist System

By WILLIAM BARTON demand it.

From the urgent appeals by Messrs.

Why the stuff doesn't get off the

expected holdings of millers and
bakers. (4) The books of the food

Truman, Hoover and Anderson, one
might " get the impression that the
official and semi-official Administra-
tion representatives are serious about
feeding the world’s hungry millions.
The powers that be, almost appear to
be doing everything possible to se-
cure and send the necessary food. But
this is completely and strikingly un-
true.

The promise of food was an impor-
tant weapon of the victorious Allied
armies. Supplying necessary nutri-
tion was planned as a persuasive
method of assuring continued Amer-
ican dominance, under the guise of
humanitarianism. But American capi-
talism and its politicoes have failed
to accomplish even this.

SYSTEM UNDER INDICTMENT

Guiltiest is the top man, Harry F.
Truman himself, Time after time he
has declared that the crisis is “worse
than painted,” should pass in 90 days
—usually before making an emotion-
al appeal to consumers to eat less
bread. A series of “off the record”
statements by the President last fall
was filled with recurrent references
to the lazy and stupid people
throughout the world who gontinu-
ally require American aid.

But the issue is bigger than Truman
or Hoover. It is the system that is
under ‘indictment. American capital-
ism could easily construct and. ship
the means of mass destruction that
helped create the present food crisis,
but can do so little to overcome it.
Billions of dellars’ worth of Army
food surpluses lie in warehouses
throughout the world waiting for the
right price. An extremely significant
cause for curreni difficulties is the
lag in American wheat shipments.
The deficit between assigned quotas
and what has actually been sent is
about 900,000 tont since January 1,
the worst performance of any sup-
plying country.

Estimates are that at least 5,000,000
more tons over previous guotas for
all surplus countries must be found
béfore July 1. In the barns of Amer-
ican farmers are supposed to be 5,300,-
000 tons. Plus the results of coming
harvests, this could almost satisfy the
essential basic food needs of much of
the world. Some of the government
proposals (reducing the amount of
“carry-over” wheat held by millers,
eliminating wheat for distilleries) are
valuable but pitifully inadequate. The
required step must be to get the farm-
ers' surplus to those that desperately

/

farms is the fault of capitalist oper-
ations, pure and simple. Farmers find
that it pays more to feed their grain
to livestock which the big processors
and their small black marketing com-
patriots buy for fancy prices. This
does not mean more meat for the
consumer, as every housewife knows;
it means only a greater supply stock-
ing the warehouses, known and un-
known, of the food profiteers. Any

_solution therefore implies automati-

cally a strict surveillance of the meat
industry by popular bodies, trade
unions and consumer organizations.
The curbing of the black market and
the elimination of super-profits for
Swift, Armour, ete., is directly linked
with the alleviation of famine. .

What to do? Among other things,
which I Jack the space. to discuss
here, T should like to offer the fol-
lowing program: (1) If the facts of
production prove it necessary, ration-
ing should be instituted under the
supervision of those organizations
representing the majority of people.
(2) Full publicity on the entire situa-
tion should be at all times readily
available. (3) A constant check
should be kept on the existing and

trusts must be open to committees of
workers for imspection. (5) There
must be no increase in prices, using
alleged food shortages as an excuse.

(6) On the international arena, the
monopolistic control of the Combined
Foods Beard and its would-be success-
sor, the United Nations Food and Ag-
riculiural Administration, must be
ended. The task of surveying needs,
alloiting supplies, seecuring and dis-
tributing food must likewise be in
the hands of trade unions, consumer
groups, ete. This should be organized
on an international scale in both the
supplying and receiving countries.

Even the adoption of this program
would insure only a partial allevia-
tion. Technology has so far advanced
that the world is more than ready to
provide “plenty for all.” This requires
rehabilitation, reorganization, conti-
nental unification, end of the profit
motive, end of threats and fears of
war, end of destructive national rival-
ries, assurance that the benefits of
production reach the people. To sat-
isfy the most basic need of man, there
is only one alternative before the
world: SOCIALISM OR STARVA-
TION.

NEWARK FORUM

"The Elections in France
and ltaly™

) Their significance in the

present world situation

" ®
FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 8:30 P. M.
LABOR ACTION HALL
248 Market Street
L

Auspices: Newark
Br. Workers Party

Admission:
10-Cents
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CHICAGO PICNIC
and

Annual Barbecue 4
Baseball, Community Singing,
Campfire
Sunday, June 30, 11 a.m. ,
at

MANNHEIM WOODS
(Take Garfield Local to Westchester,
Follow sign,)

Auspices: Chicago Branch, Workers

: Party
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HARLEM READERS:

At our last party, YOU had
a lot of fun, and WE paid our
rent. ' !

Let's do it again on June
29!

Watch for time and place.

HARLEM BRANCH

Brooklyn Meeting—
HOW TO FIGHT THE HIGH COST
: OF LIVING
Hear
OSCAR SHOENFELD
Workers Party Organizer
Thursday, June 20, 8 p. m.
LABOR ACTION HALL

276 Fulton Street
Auspices: Brooklyn Branch, Workers

Background
Of Those Who
Joined WP

Last week's LABOR ACTION reported the entry
of the SWP Minority into the Workers Party. We
print below the revolutionary record of some of
these comrades.

ALBERT GOLDMAN v w

Albert Goldman, as a very young militant in the
IWW, in Chicago, became one of the earliest foun-
ers and militants in the Communist Party. As a
young Communist he distinguished himself by
the first polemic written in.this country in de-
fense of revolutionary Marxism and the Bolshevik
revolution, as embodied in the principles of the
early Communist International, when he published
a pamphlet in reply to an attack on Bolshevism
written by the then leader of the American So-
cialist Party, Morris Hillquit,

In the same period, due to his militant activity
in the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America
in Chicago, he was framed by the right wing
bureaucrats and expelled from the union. It is
interesting to note that many years later, when
he broke from the Communist Party to join the
Trotskyist movement, the Stalinist leaders used
the frame-up charges of the right wing bureau-
crats against comrade Goldman, although more
than fen years before then the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party had officially cleared

. him of the falsified charges.

Active for years in the Communist movement
as one of its most prominent leaders in the
midwest, comrade Goldman was ‘especially known
for his brilliant and tireless work in labor defense
cases, having become the most prominent legal
representative of the Internatienal Labor Defense.

After the climaclic bankrupicy of the Stalinist
movement in Germany in 1932-1933, which led
to the unresisted seizure of power by Hitler, com-
rade Goldman and comrade Bennett broke away
from the Communist Party and jeined the Prot-
skyist movement, then organized in the Commu-
nist League of America. When the left wing move-
ment began to gain strength and significance in
the Socialist Party, between 1934 and 1836, com-~
rade Goldman joined the Socialist Party and be-
came the outstanding spokesman eof its Marxist
wing. When the right wingers succeeded in 1937
in expelling the left wing from the Socialist
party, comrade Goldman became one of the prin-
cipal founders of the new Trotskyist organization,
the Socialist Workers Party, and a member of its
National Committee. Active in every phase of
work of the party, he achieved infernational prom-
inence in the capacity of attorney for Leon Trot-
sky during the hearings conducted at Mexico City
by the International Commission of Inquiry, head-
ed by John Dewey.

As one of the outstanding defendants in the
cdse, he also conducted the magnificent defense
of the 18 Trotskyist militants tried in Minheapolis.
He served ia term of 18 months in the Federal

- penitentiary at Sandstone, Mifinesota. Upon his
release he became the active leader of the mi-
nority group in the Socialist Workers Party, fight-

ing against the bureaucratic regime which the -

leadership had .established in the party. He was the
first to champion the idea of unification between
the Workers Party and the Socialist Workers
Party and conducted an unremitting struggle to
have the party leadership decide in favor of
unity. V .

At the recent meeting of.the National Com-
mittee of the Socialist Workers Party, at which
the Cannonite leadership made amply clear that
it had succeeded in preventing the unification,
and was determined to prevent it in the future,
comrade Goldman announced that he was leaving
the Socialist Workers Party and joining the Work-
ers Party which stood for unity and for the
principles of revolutionary Marxism and the Fourth
International.

LYDIA BENNETT

Began activity in the Socialist movement at age
of six as pupil and later teacher and member of
Central ‘Committee of Social-Democratic Sunday
Schools of 'Chicago. Joined Young Peoples So-
cialist League just prior to the split in the Social-
Democratic movement precipitated by the Russian
Revolution and took a leftward course through the
Independent YPSL, the Young Communist League
(underground) and the Young Workers League
(legal youth organization of the communist move-
ment). - /

In 1921 became secretary and organizer of
branch of the Workers (Communist) Party—sub-
sequently the Communist Party—and served umn-
interruptedly as branch and section activist and
functionary for twelve years. Was expelled from
the Communist Party in 1933 for Trotskyism and
beecame a member of the Communist League of
America. Extered the Socialist Party in 1935. Was

-active in the organization of the Socialist Workers
Party, becoming a member of the National Comni-
mittee in 1942,

.During the course of activity, functioned as or-
ganizer and secretary of Chicago locals of the
International Labor Defense, Workers Interna-
tional Relief and Friends of the Soviet Union

" as well as of party units. In 1931 was secretary of

FSU workers’ delegation to the May Day celebra-
tions in the Soviet Union.

In the period of the great depression and its
accompanying palice repression against radical or-
ganizations, served time (or was “detained”) in 21
jails and prisons in four cities in ‘two states for
organization' and agitation among unemployed as
member of CP Unemployed Councils.. {

Acted consistently and uninterruptedly as or-
ganizer, teacher and speaker throughout her party
history until the blighting attitude of the majority
of the SWP foward minority opinion in its party
made activity impossible.

FRANK JOHNSON: Member of Communist
League of America, worker in heavy industry,
trade union activist and organizer.

DELLA JOHNSON: Member of Social-Demo-
cratic movement in pre-revolutionary Russia, mem-
ber of Young Communist League in the U, S,
member of Communist League of America,

JACK RANGER: Joined Trotskyist movement
in 1933 in Minneapolis, Defendant in Minneapolis
case. '

AL RUSSELL: Joined Trotskyist movement in
1932, OrganiZer of truck drivers ih Omaha. Served
jail tertn-in Minneapolis for leading strike action.
Minneapolis case defendant,

DAN LEEDS, BERNIE FORREST, SARAH
LEEDS, MARIAN HILLYER: All members of
Spartacus Youth, the youth section of the Trot-
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WORII(EI;S I'A_RT’Y v member of SWP since organization and formerly
=—— member of Yipsels, "' i -
0
' /. !
\ : .
it S R e e e s S R ™ x 3 ! ; 1 = v

2]
e



f

T TR

Page 4

I Y T T

LABOR ACTION

T e e B T R TR e e e A i B

“June 17, 1946

We publish the report of the
Fourth National Convention of the
Workers Party with the frank regret
that space limitations make it impos-~
gible for us to present the delibera-
tions of the convention in the detail
they deserve. It would, however, be
impossible to convey the full sense
of the various resolutions discussed,
whatever the length of the story. We
should therefore like to recommend
to our readers who are interested in
the resolutions that they write to the
Workers Party for the pre-convention
bulletins in which these were pub-
lished, enclosing 25 cents to cover the

PCI Polls
45,000 Votes

In France

PARIS, JUNE 2—The French
Trotskyists (Parti Commu-
niste Internationaliste) reg-
istered a significant ad-
vance in the elections held
yesterday, polling a total of
44,906 votes as compared
with 10,821 votes in the last
elections. Despite the exira-
ordinary expenses and diffi-
culties involved in putting its
candidates in the field, the
PCI ran a total of 79 candi-
dates on 11 lists. Given the
situation in France and the
viciousness of the Stalinist
campaign against the Trot-
skyist Party, the vote is par-
ticularly noteworthy.

The following is a tabula-
tion of the vote received by
the PCI, compared with the
total vote in each district
where the PCI was able to
get on the ballot:

Totals ..........44,906 3,240,744
The Stalinists pulled a
last-minute trick in Paris,
distributing circulars an-
nouncing that the PCI does
not really exist, that its
appearance on the ballot is
merely a trick by the reac-
tionary PRL#o split the Sta-
linist (CP) vote. With small-
er resources than those at
the disposal of the Stalinists,
the PCI was unable to reply
to this monstrous slander in
time. It is possible that this
slander campaign loosed _by_
the Stalinists in preparation
for more vicious types of
persecution directed at the
revolutionary socialists of
the PCI, cut into the PCl
vote. Further, many workers
were frightened by the
MRP-PRL offensive against
the working class, witnessed
in the vote on the referen-
dum two weeks earlier, into
“not taking a chance on
wasting ballots on a party
that doesn’t stand much of
‘2 chance of winning” etc.,
voting instead for either the
CP or SP.
. . There will be another elec-
 $ion in several months. A_c-
#ively pressing its socialist
program, the PCI is now
making plans to participate
in the next campaign on a
greater scale. French law
will make it necessary for
the PCl to post huge sums
of money for its candidates.
However, the militants of
the PCl are confident that
with the help of the workers
whom they are daily reach-
ing in greater number, and
who came through magnifi-
cently for this campaign, dnd
with the help of comrades
abroad, they will be able to
moke their influence among
the French working class felt |
on-a larger and increasingly
successful scale.

Y PCI Total

District Vote Vote

Paris—

. 1st Sector 4,677 439334
2nd Sector 6,032 475,737
5th Sector 4,587 34_63.571

Finistere ...... 4,168 390,088

Lot-et-

Garonne .. 970 125,328
Gironde ..... 7.698 408,090
Isere .......... 3,751 266,825
Puy de Dome 2,891 238,957
Marne .......... 3,690 183,754
Rhone ......... 4,949 281,219
Savoie ........ 1,493 107,841

cost of each bulletin. The resolutions
adopted by the convention are being
put into final shape for publication
in pamphlet form. LABOR ACTION
will announce the appearance of the
pamphlet.—Ed.

[ ]

The Workers Party of, the United
States met in Fourth National Con-
vention this week. Delegates ifrom
Workers Party branches all over the
country gathered in a spirit of en-
thusiasm and determination to pre-
pare the cadres of the revolutionary
socialist movement for the struggle
ahead. .

The convention was the first post-
war gathering of the party, reuniting
once again all of its forces. It marked
the culmination of a three-month pe-
riod of intensive preparation and in-
ner-party discussion during which
time all the members of the organ-
ization participated in the solution of
the many political and organizational
questions confronting the party.

Lasting five full days, the conven-
tion summed up the experience of
the membership for the past few
years and laid down the general lines
for the coming fwo years, The con-
vention’s close found the delegates
resolute and ready to implement the
decisions of the convention, and to
build the revolutionary socialist party
of the working class.

The issues dealt with covered ex-
haustive analyses of the international
scene, the slogan of an SP-CP-CGT
government in France, the develop-
ing class struggle in the United States,
the problem of the Labor Party, the
Negro question as it relates to revo-
lutionary program, the organizational
problems of party building, veteran
problems, trade union work, work
among the youth, and many other
questions.

The convention was marked by the
presence of many active trade union-
ists from the main industrial cities.
Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia, Buf-
falo, Seattle, Akron, Reading, Cleve-
land and New York City were among
the cities represented by members
rooted in the class struggle and union
movement. Of special note was the
participation in leading capacity of
women comrades, numbering about
half of the total of delegates, who
carried into the convention the bril-
liant' record they had established
during the war in tirelessly execut-
ing and directing party activities.

Members and close sympathizers:

were constant visitors to the sessions.

_ OPENING ADDRESS ANNOUNCES
ENTRY OF SWP MINORITY

Max Shachtman, national secretary
of the Workers Party, formally
opened the convention on Monday. He
sounded the keynote in declaring that
the Workers Party had shown its po-
litical strength by its record during
the war and since.

In this connection, and to the re-
sounding applause of the delegates,
Comrade Shachtman announced the
decision of the SWP Minority, led by
Albert Goldman, to enter the WP.
The SWP Minority was joining the
party, said Comrade Shachtman, be-
cause they had come to the conclu-
sion that the WP best offered them
the opportunity to build the revolu-
tionary party in the United States, the
SWP having demonstrated its insin-
cerity on the vital issue of unifying
the two Trotskyist organizations. In
the WP, they will continue the fight
for unity. Further, the absence of
genuine democratic centralism in the
Cannonite organization prevented the
Minority from functiening properly.
The WP, had demonstrated its ability
to hold within it revolutionary ten-
dencies of wide divergence.

Comrade Shachtman announced
that the outgoing National Committee
of the Party had invited the former
members of the SWP to send a full
delegation to the convention. The con-
vention concurred in this action, as
well as in the proposal to date the
membership of the comrades who
were joining the WP from the time
of their original entry into the Trot-
skyist movement,

The convention hailed the acquisi-
tion of these comrades as a testament
to the viability of the party and
warmly greeted the experienced rev-
olutionary militants who were joining
the ranks and leadership of the party.

INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTION
AND SP-CP SLOGAN DEBATED

After the reading of the roll, the
seating of the delegations, the elec-
tion of the Presiding, Credentials and
Resolutions Committees, the conven-
tion proceeded to the first major res-
olution—the “Resolution on the In-
ternational Situation.” On this sub-
ject, as on all decisive problems fac-
ing the convention, there were reso-
lutions representing different points
of view, presented in each case by
an equal division of time for report-
ers and debate.

The Majority resolution, presented
by Ernest Erber for the National
Committee, declared that the recon-
stitution and growth of the revolu-
tionary forces in Europe would de-
pend on how well the Marxists were
able to link the democratic aspira-
tions of the masses to the struggle for
socialist liberation. It pointed out that
the objective situation was rotten ripe
for socialism, “The fask of the revo-
lutionists, therefore,” stated the Ma-

jority, “is to approach the masses on

* the political level to which they have

been thrust down since the First
World War by the decay of capital-
ism and the decay of the workers’
parties, and to raise them once more
to the level of independent class ac-
tion with an independent class (so-
cialist) aim.”

The Minority resolution, reported
by J. R. Johnson, declared that the
road to the winning of the masses lay
in posing the question of the socialist
revolution primarily in terms of so-
viet power for which the masses were
ready and the Socialist United States
of Europe as the immediate answer to
today's problems.

After a lively debate, the conven-
tion rejected this point of view as
being out of keeping with a living
Marxist approach to class reality and
socialist necessity in reconstituting
the revolutionary organization of the
working class and leading the masses
to workers’ power. In accepting the
Majority resolution, the convention
also accepted a number of amend-
ments made by the delegates, rejected
some, and referred still others to
post-convention discussion,

Following this there was an intense
debate between Max Shachtman and
Emanuel Garrett, and supporters of
the positions presented by each of the
two reporters, over the slogan for an
SP-CP-CGT (trade union federation)
government in France. Speaking for
the National Committee’s position in
favor of the slogan, Comrade Shacht-
man argued that the slogan would
serve to put the workers into motion

against the ruling class and their own
misleaders of the CP and SP, and con-
stituted the central unifying demand
in the program put forward by the
revolutionists in a period when the
masses were intensely attentive to
the problems of government, Comrade
Garrett, speaking for the members
who oppose the slogan, though in full
agreement ‘with the general line of
the Majority as presented in the In-
ternational resolution, argued that it
was a contradiction of the position
on Stalinism therein stated and that
the slogan would serve to miseducate
the workers on the nature of the CP,
which, could not be viewed as a work-
ing class party (as stated also in the
International resolution), and that
its net effect would be fo enhance
the influence of Stalinism.

Many important guestions, particu-
larly those relating to the nature of
Stalinism, were raised in this discus-
sion, which ended in upholding the
position of the National Committee
as best suited to the requirements of
revolutionary strategy today. Post-
convention discussion will permit the
Party to clarify many aspects of this
problem. It is worth noting that the
comrades of the SWP Minority who
joined the WP complimented the con-
vention on the excellent quality of
the discussion on this point. (The New
International will shortly carry a
presentation of the views pro and
con—Ed.)

PROBLEMS FACING LABOR
IN THE UNITED STATES

The second day of the convention
opened the debate on the United
States—that is,, the problems facing
the working class in this country and
the Party’s proposals for their solu-
tion.

The Majority resolution, reported
by Albert Gates, and overwhelmingly
approved by the delegates, analyzed
the coming two years as a period of
sharp class struggle resulting in
heightened consciousness and mili-
tancy in the working class, It ham-
mered home the lesson that the task
of the revolutionary vanguard was
to translate this growing awareness
into political consciousness and in-
dependent class action in the form
of an independent Labor Party. The
resolution further elaborated on the
necessity of utilizing the revolution-
ary implications in the workers’ own
program as exemplified in the GM
Program.

In opposing this viewpoint, the
Minority resolution, reported on by
Comrade Johnson, declared “the task

of the party in the United States is
to adapt the minds of the American
masses to the objective need for rev-
olution,” seeing the period ahead as
one of precise preparation for the
struggle for workers’ power. This, it
went on, can best be accomplished by
encouraging the self-mobilization of
the masses for revolutionary action
through the creation of factory com-
mittees and similar means.

A separate discussion followed in
which Albert Gates, for the National
Committee, defended the party's po-
sition on the Labor Party as a cen-

tral slogan of revolutionary propa-
ganda and activity. Hal Draper pre-
sented a contrary position which held
that the slogan of a Labor Party was
wrong and militated against building
the revolutionary party of the work-
ing class. After which, the delegates
voted, upholding in large majority

the National Committee’s resolutions
on the general situation and perspec-
tives in the United States, and its
specific position on the Labor Party.
Here too various amendments were
adopted or rejected.

PARTY PROBLEMS COME
BEFORE THE CONVENTION

On the third day the delegates de-
voted themselves to a serious and
sober appraisal of the organizational
questions facing the party.

In the discussion on veterans’ prob-
lems based on an extiremely elaborate
study embodied in a resolution pre-
pared by the National Committee and
pfesented to the convention by Na-
than Gould, veteran after veteran
took the floor to discuss the knotty

problem of veterans’ retroactive sen-
fority, and the linking of veterans
work with party work., The conven-
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An 8-Pager on August 5th

- Regular weekly publication of the Eight-Page LABOR
ACTION will begin with the issue dated August 5.

Originally announceﬂ for June 17, it has been neces-

because of technical difficulties beyond our control. We
ask the indulgence of our friends who made possible our
advance by contributing to the $15,000 Fund Drive.

Our plans and arrangements are made. Unfortunately,
difficulties have arisen in the printing plant which publishes
our paper. It has been necessary to add new equipment and
material, the installation of which is taking more time than
our printer had anticipated. Further, it has also been neces-
sary to adjust our schedule so that it ties in best with the
vacation time of the workers in the plant.

We intend to use the extra month to improve our plans
for the paper. Our readers know that the enlarged paper will
contain ‘a four page magazine insert. We have already de-

increasing our regular staff,

The teqular editorial board will consist of Emanuel Gar-
rett, Albert Gates, Irving Howe and Henry Judd. Max
Shachtman, David Coolidge, Susan Green, Mary Bell, and |
those writers with whom LABOR ACTION readers are al-
ready familiar, will contribute special features and articles.
Also, we are happy to announce the addition to our staff
of comﬁudes who left the Socialist Workers Party to join
the Workers Party. Albert Goldman and Jack Ranger, both
of them skilled revolutionary journalists, have promised to
write regularly for LABOR ACTION.

To the friends who have made this advance possible, we
wish to extend our thanks and appreciation. To that we
should like to add a plea for continued financial contribu-
tions. Printing costs are sky-high now, and going up week-
ly. The expenses of publishing a revolutionary newspaper
are enormous. We have no big-money (or, for that matter,
little-money) advertisers, nor any wealthy ‘“angels” to
promote our work. We depend entirely on the slim resources
of our readers who feel that the working class has need of
a paper like ours, and who are willing to help it spread its

That has kept us going for six years—the dimes and
dollars contributed to the maintenance of our revolutionary
socialist press. We will need more of these dimes and dol-
lars to keep the eight-pager going. Become a regular LABOR

ACTION BUILDER! MAINTAIN YOUR PAPER!

Will Appear

the eight-pager for six weeks

features and columns. We are
and will feature new contrib-

Workers Party Holds 4th National Convention

tion adopted the position in faver of
closely defined veterans’ retroactive
seniority, more or less as outlined in
the UAW Model Contract, with spe-
cial protection against the displace-
ment of Negro or women workers, In
adopting the resolution and report,

' the convention stressed the meed for

special attention to veterans' needs.

The discussion on the specific ~or-
ganizational tasks confronting the
party brought out a wealth of inter-
esting comment from the delegates.
In this session the delegates ex-
changed valuable experiences with
the aim of developing better methods
of recruiting and integrating workers
into the organization. The report,
delivered by David Coolidge, stressed
the increase in party work and pro-
letarianization, and methods by which
the party could meet this increase.
The importance of electoral activity
was underlined as a means whereby
the party could bring its program di-
rectly before large masses.

“All the discussion around the prob-
Ism of trade union work, which be-
gan with a report by Comrade Cool-
idge, revealed that the party has
gained invaluable experience in this
most vital of all fields of work and
that it had within it many able union-
ists with whom to move forward to
a period of intensive and meaningful
activity in_ the union movement.
Members of the ship, auto, rubber,
electrical and steel unions partici-
pated in this session, bringing the
lessons of their experiences to bear
on the problems of party work. The
discussion and adoption of the report
clearly emphasized that the primary
orientation of the party is toward the
factories and toward the unions.

A press discussion, led by Comrade
Garrett, and a discussion of the par-
ty’s educational work, led by Com-
rade Erber, followed. Both discus-
sions, covering the party's central
public and internal activity, revealed
the close critical and concrete -inter-
est of the party membership in all
phases of its work. The prospects for
party growth indicate the need of a
solidly trained party membership,
educated in the principles of the par-
ty, and able to educate others. Thus
the convention discussed the impor-

tance of education in the basic prin-
ciples of Marxism as the specific and
unique contribution of the Workers
Party to the arsenal of socialist the-

ory.
BUILDING THE CADRE
OF THE PARTY

The fourth day of the convention
was highlighted by a three-cornered
discussion on the political aspects of
party organizational problems and a
specific program of activity in which
Comrade Shachtman reported for the
Majority of the National Committee,
Comrade Johnson for the Minority
and Comrade Erber for a separate
position.

As in the case of the other discus-
sions held at the convention, it is
impossible to convey in any adequate
degree the reports and discussion.
Comrade Shachtman’s report argued
that in the all-inclusive revolutionary
party we are trying to build, where-
in various tendencies live and func-
tioned freely, it was quintessential to
develop a party cadre united in ma-
jor acceptance of the party’s prinei-
pal and distinctive positions, trained
in the specific positions of the party
and capable of educating new mem-
bers and contacts to an acceptande of
these positions,

Comrade Johnson presented a broad
disagreement with the line of the Ma-
jority resolution and with the concept
of the cadre. Comrade Erber specifi-
cally opposed the cadre concept and
further proposed that the party orient
itself around the concept of a “small
mass party.” After a debate which
lasted for many hours and which
centered primarily around the ques-
tion of the cadre, the delegates re-
jected the views of Comrade Johnson
on the general issues, and Comrade

Erber's views on the small party de-
cisively, and then upheld the Majority
resolution on the cadre. Here again it
is worth noting that, as on every is-
sue before the convention, the party
demonstrated its uniquely democratic
and informed political quality by the
level of discussion,

CONVENTION ADOPTS
NEGRO RESOLUTION

The prineipal subject on the agenda
of the convention’s last day was the
Negro question. Howeyer, before it
was considered there were other re-
ports. Shirley Waller, secretary of the
Socialist Youth League, reported on

“the work of the SYL. The convention

adopted a motion authorizing the
National Committee to take what
measures may be necessary to for-
malize the ®elation between the SYL
and the party after the coming con-
vention of the youth organization.

An international report by Com-
rade Garrett informed the delegates
of the situation in the various Trot-
skyist parties throughout the world
and subjected the resolutions and ac-
tions of the recent international pre-
contference of the Fourth Internation-
al to severe criticism. (The New In-
ternational will carry a detailed criti-
cism of the resolution soon.—Ed.)
Comrade Gates reported on the unity
negotiations with the SWP and the
latter’s refusal to undertake any con-
crete steps toward unity. The conven-
tion endorsed the line and actions of
the National Committee on unity.

Greetings to Natalia Trotsky and to
the Fourth International were adopt-
ed and sent by the convention. Reso-
lutions on the struggle of the Indian
masses for freedom, on Operation
Dixie and on the trial of the 31 Ne-
groes in Columbia, Tenn., were also
adopted. (LABOR ACTION will be-
gin publishing these smaller resolu-
tions next week.—Ed.)

The several resolutions on-the Jew-
ish question were referred to post-
convention discussion because the
convention lacked the time to probe
them adequately and did not want to
rush through so important a question.
(The Workers Party has already made
plans to initiate this discussion as
well as the one on the nature of Sta-
linism. LABOR ACTION is happy to
announce that both these discussions
will be featured in the eight-page
LABOR ACTION.—Ed.)

Three resolutions were presented
on the Negro question, and a reporter
spoke for each. Comrade Coolidge

reported for the Majority position,

which ties the struggle of the most
oppressed section of the working
class, the Negro masses, to the strug-
gle of the white workers, and empha-
sizes that the organizations of the
Negro are the class organizations of
the working class. We must encourage
and support, says the resolution, the
struggles of the Negro masses for
their rights, and push the unions to
wage incessant warfare against Jim
Crow, for the unions are the basic or-
ganizations of the Negro workers as
they are of the white workers,

Speaking for the Minority, Com-
rade Johnson argued the necessity of
encouraging the creation of indepen-
dent organizations of the Negro
masses against Jim Crow. Comrade
Berg presented a resolution which
was accepted by the Majority as a
supplement to' its own resolution but
which he asked to be put before the
convention separately. The Majority
resolution with the Berg resolution
incorporated was finally adopted by
the convention.

After amendments to the party con-
stitution and by-laws, the convention
proceeded to the election of a Na-
tional Committee to guide the party
for the coming two years .

The convention closed on the same
high note of enthusiasm with which

it had opened. The party emerged
from the convention armed and
strengthened for the stormy years
ahead, preplring itself to play a de-
cisive role in the struggles of the
American working class,

Democrat-PAC Bloc Loses California Primary

By JACK BRENT

LOS ANGELES, June 6.—The Demo-
cratic party and the CIO-PAC suf-
fered a major defeat today in the
nomination at the primary for Gov-
ernor and U. S. Senate. Despite the
enormous amount of work poured in-
to the campaign in the form of radio
programs, mass rallies, and house-
to-house work, Governor Warren, a
staunch Hoover Republican, won the
election hands down. Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Kenney, California’s
“own” Henry Wallace, conceded de-
feat today in a precedent-shattering
vote that made Warren the first
Governor to succeed himself in thir-
ty years and the first to be elected
at the primaries,

* This was no ordinary election. By
his ability to garnmer most of the
votes on the Democratic ticket, War-
ren is already being groomed as the
next Republican nominee for the
presidency. Significant, too, is the fact
that the “Big Five”—CIO-PAC, the

‘National Citizens Political Action

Committee, the Independent Commit-
tee for the Arts and.Sciences, Pro-
gressive AFL, and the Railway Broth-
erhoods — combined forces to cam-
paign for the capitalist politicians on
the Democratic ticket. The Stalinists,

too, active in all the organizations,
gressive slate. ;

The voters stayed away from the
polls by the millions. The latest fig-
ures show that approximately fifty
per cent of the electorate failed to
vote in an election that was consid-
ered “the most significant in Califor-
nia history.” The light vote in this
Democratic state indicated early that
the Warren machine was in.

The CIO campaign was chrome-
plated, streamlined, 1946 model Gom-
persism along the line employed by
the Stalinists to elect “labor’s friend”
O'Dwyer .in New York City. In New
York, the Stalinist machine helped
elect the Tammany politician but la-
bor lost anyway, as every honest
union man will admit after witnessing
Gen. O'Dwyer as strikebreaker in the
recent tug-boat strike, Here in Cali-
fornia, labor lost in the election of
the reactionary Warren. The Demo-
cratic, labor-backed machine failed
even to elect its candidate.

There were some strange aspects to
this campaign. First, Warren will not
have to campaign in November since
his only opponent will be the famous
“one-way” Corrigan who is running
on the Prohibition Party. This is the
result of the phony “cross-filing” law
in this state which allows the candi-

date to run in the primaries on both
major tickets. Everyone, except those
driven batty by the campaign oratory,
is well aware that Warren is a Re-
publican and Kenney a Democrat.
ROLE OF COMMUNIST PARTY
Another interesting side to the
whole story of the election is the
role of the Communist Party, Their
“new line” is a mixture of the most
vulgar opportunism and their recent
leftish, anti-capitalist furn. They will
support anyone who will go half-way
in condemning Anglo-American im-
perialism and keep his mouth shut
about Russian imperialism while
blathering about “Big Three Unity.”
The Stalinists knew, for example, that
the Democratic machine was “trying
to appease conservatives and reac-
tion,” yet failed to say a word about
the role of the regular Democrats.
The truth is that the Stalinists, who

are a potent force in the Los An-'

geles Democratic Party, had to fight
a rear-guard battle against their own
allies, the boys in the up-state ma-
chine, '
The Communist Pariy is “radical”
today and will remain leftish as long
as the conflict between American and
Russian imperialism continues. Thus
the Stalinists are attracting workers
went all-out for the so-called pro-

on the basis of their anti-capitalist
agitation, exposing big business, etc.
But the hangover of its honeymoon
with capitalism will remain for a long
time, Nowhere is this more apparent
than in the recent campaign in Cali-
fornia, Among those who were rec-
ommended for eleciion were three
representatives who voted for the
Draff bill advocated by Truman in
the House last week. All of labor
characterized the bill as a “fascist”
measure designed to destroy the la-
bor movement, yet the CIO-PAC
endorsed Congressmen Doyle, Holi-
field, and Outland. And the Stalinists
endorsed the entire slate, The ex-
cuse for this shameful approval of
men who voted for a fascist bill is, of
course, the moth-eaten one that “these
men have chalked up a good pro-la-
bor record,” etc., etc. The Stalinists
are proving once again that their old
stock-in trade of lies, confusion, and
hypocrisy, is far from exhausted.
The West Coast Stalinist daily is
now beginning to beat the drums for
a third party—not a labor party but
one ‘whose leadership would be
drawn from these self-styled progres-
sives who hand labor a crumb one
day and then slip the noose on the
next. The inability of the Stalinists
to capture the machinery of the

Democratic party is making them all
the hotter for this phony third party

which they hope they might be able
to control.

LABOR'S NEED:

The significant factor in this elec-
tion was the extremely light vote, in
spite of the vigorous campaigning
and the importance assigned to it by
both parties. Labor simply refused to
get excited about candidates who
were running on Truman's ticket,
especially when many of them ran
as supporters of the Administration.

The working men and women of
Califernia really had little choice in
the election. For three years Kenny
had not a word of criticism for the
Warren regime; neither did the hypo-
eritical Stalinists. Overnight the pop-
‘ulace discovered that the reactionary
Warren was reactionary and this was
a fight between “the forces of light”
and “the forces of darkness,” be-
tween the “good” representative of
capitalism and the “bad” one. Labor
and the progressives will have an
alternative when they can vote for a
man who runs on a labor program, op~

. posing both parties, dedicated to a

platform that is geﬁuinely_pro-labor,
namely, on an independent labor par-
ty ticket,
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