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the majority of the population.

Arithmetic an _
The Labor Party

A little simple arithmetic on the recent House of Representat.ives
vote on the OPA amendments will demonstrate the fallacy of the course
of the Political Action Committee in seeking to elect “friendly” capi-
! talist politicians, usually Democrats.

The bill with its crippling amendments was passed 355 to 42. Out
of the 355 votes for, 205 were Democrats and 148 Republicans. Of the
42 votles against, 33 were Republicans and 9 Democrats.

There aren’'t 205 Southern Democrats nor 148 “reactionary” Repub-
licans. The line-up shows that a large coalition of both parties—the
Republocrats—ecombined on this measure. Therein lies the fallacy of
the PAC technique. Democrats and Republicans are basically the same
—political representatives of capitalism. Labor can expect no legisla-
tion really beneficial to it by supporting.a “good” capitalist candidate
against a “bad” one. The OPA legislation itself proved to have rubber
ceilings and did not- prevent the black market.

It is high time to break with capitalist politics—turn the PAC into
a genuine Labor Party! Labor represents the majority of the popula-
tion. With a progressive program and an independent political organiza-
tion it can swing behind it the farmers and the middle classes. With a
program that speaks for nationalization of industry under workers' con-
trol, and similar needs of the people, it can sweep the capitalist office-
holders out and install a Workers’ Government that really represents

Roxas Wins Elections
As Discontent Grows

"By SAUL BERG

The long-awaited Philippines elec-
tions have taken place, and Brigadier
General Manuel Acuna Roxas, ddr-
ling of MacArthur, business crony of
the leading Falangist sympathizers in
Manila circles and hero of the col-
laborators, is the new President—the
first President of the “independent”
Philippine Republic to be proclaimed
on July 4. His opponent in the Twee-
dledum-Tweedledee race was Presi-
dent Osmena, who, unlike Roxas,

Vote “Yes’ -
Say French
Trotskyists

PARIS, April 26 (By Cable)—A call
to the French working class to vote
“yes” in the May 5 referendum on
the Constitution was issued today in
La Vérité, organ of the Parti Com-
muniste Internationaliste, French sec-
tion of the Fourth International.

fhe struggle around the Constitu-
tion has become a test of strength be-
tween the working class and the cap-
italist class.

It is of course of Constitution which
protects capitalist interests — the
MRP (the Catholic party) saw to that
before it bolted from its coalition
with the Socialist and Communist
parties and joined the anti-Constitu-
tion mobilization.

Nevertheless, the fact that the
Constitution establishes a single As-
sembly, elecjed by proportional rep-
resentation, as the supreme govern-
mental authority, is what is driving
the reactionary forces to a desperate
mobilization of all possible forces. A
single Assembly is a traditional ma-
jor democratic demand of the work-
ers’ movement,

Unfortunately the majority leader-
ship of the Trotskyists failed to un-
derstand the significance of this de-
velopment. That was not surprising
since, like the Socialist Workers Party
majority in the U. S., they have been
inveighing against those who “exag-
gerate the importance of democralic
demands.” Furthermore their leader,
Pierre Frank, has the theory that
France doesn’t have bourgeois democ-
racy but Bonapartism.

It logically followed from this that
one doesn’t support a Bonapartist ref-
erendum. Hence the April issue of La
Vérité issued the slogan: “Against the
Tripartist plebiscite, Boycott the Ref-
erendum.” A

Fortunately there was enough good
sense in the party to overturn the ma-
jority leadership on this question.
The normal “majority” Regional com-
mittee of this region and some of the
branches (cellules) supported a reso-
lution of the minority (which is ap-

proximately like the minority in the -

SWP) for a reversal of the majority
leadership. A special session of the
Central Committee at first voted 11-10
to uphold the majority leadership
Tuesday night, but the next day two
comrades switched, giving the minor-
ity a 12-9 vote for “yes” in’ the ref-
erendum.

Today's Vérité carries this position.
On page 2, under the heading “Tri-
bune Libre” (Discussion Column), it
carries the position of the Pierre
Frank group as a minority view-
point. Both sides considered the ques-
tion too important not to let the work-
ing class public know that there were
{wo points of viéw in the party.

was not a collaborator with the Jap-
anese during the war. (After all, it's
pretty hard to collaborate by remote
control when you're sweating out the
war in Washington.)

Both candidates have spent their
entire political lives in the reaction-
ary, corrupt Nationalista party, which
has been the ,only major party in
the country for the last forty years.
This year the party split, Roxas bra-
zenly calling his new party the Lib-
eral Nationalists, while Osmena
headed the Conservatives. Both can-
didates had the same social program,
namely, no serious agrarian reforms
to appease the impoverished peasant
masses, but 100 per cent cooperation

. with the rich sugar planters by assur-
. ing continued preferential treatment

by the United States for Philippines
sugar after “independence.” Likewise
both candidates stood for an “inde-
pendence” accompanied by perma-
nent occupation of the country by
American armed forces.

Under these conditions, the radical
peasant movement, unfortunately in-
fluenced and led to a great extent by
Stalinists, failed to put up its own
candidate and endorsed Osmena on
the ground that he was anti-collabo-
rationist. It was the same Osmena
who, with the help of the U. S.
Counter - Intelligence Corps, forcibly
disbanded the governments set up in

.the municipalities of Central Luzon

by the revolutionary peasant army,
the Hukbalahap, when it drove out
the Japanese.

The peasant radicals (Hukbalahaps)
face a bitter struggle in the coming
period. With a disciplined army num-
bering many thousands, with a con-
stant clamor for action from the hun-
gry sharecroppers that they lead, they
are going ahead with struggles
against the rapacious absentee land-
owners. They are confronted with an
open threat by the government to
bring thousands of military police
into Central Luzon to disarm the
Hukbalahaps and to “restore order”
(restoring order means collecting the
landlords’ half of the crop).

The legislative elections have
blasted the falsehoods of the capital-
ist press in the Philippines, which
claimed that only a minority of the
peasants in the “disaffected” prov-
inces were for the Huks. The Demo-
cratic Alliance, the new federated
party made up of the Hukbalahap,
Communist Party, National Peasants
Union, Committee on Labor Organ-
ization and the Blue Eagle (Chinese)
Guerrillas, swept Pampanga Province
and the surrounding area, electing
representatives to the Philippine
Legislature from Nueva Ecija, Bula-
can and Tarlac Provinces. Where the
old pre-war “Socialist - Communist
Party” never elected more than one
or two representatives, and these ex-
clusively from Pampanga, the Demo-
cratic Alliance, with seven represent-
atives, is now undisputedly the larg-
est party in Central Luzon.

- The support the Democratic Alli-

ce received was the support of
peasants who knew the heroic record
of the Huks in fighting the Japanese
army and their native oppressors
alike. These struggles can only be
vitiated if the DA leaders nourish
illusions among their followers as to
the nature of the Osmena National-

ists. Instead of seeking allies in the

camp of the capitalists, they must
resolutely declare their full indepen-
dence and push for an extension of
the movement throughout the coun-
try, especially by bringing the tens
of thousands of Manila workers, now
almost entirely unorganized, into the
ranks of the Committee on Labor Or-
ganization and into the field of inde-
pendent class action:,

REUTHER. THOMAS EVADE
RANK AND FILE MANDATE

lime fo Get Up!

By DAVID COOLIDGE

During the recent meeting

of the International Executive

Board of the UAW-CIO two statements were issued: a “Policy
Statement” by the Addes-Thomas-Stalinist bloc and a statement
by President Reuther containing his policies for the UAW-CIO.
The first statement was presented to the IEB by the Addes-
Thomas-Stalinist forces as their program for the UAW. This
statement of policy and program was voted on by the board and
adopted against the votes of the Reuther supporters. In the first
test, therefore, the Addes-Thomas-Stalinist bloc demonstrated
that it has a voting control of the IEB.

The Reuther statement was announced near the end of the
IEB sessions. It was issued as a statement of policy by Reuther

UAW Heads
Compromise
On Offices

By JACK WILSON

DETROIT, April 28—The first' meet-
ing of the international executive
board of the UAW-CIO ended this
week with a compromise on organi-
zational posts between the Waller
Heuther and George Addes-Stalinist
forces in the auto workers union.

Reuther obtained the position of
educational director for Victor Ren-
ther, his brother and lieutenant. He
also retained dirctorship of the Gen-
eral Motors division of the UAW-
Cl10.

Addes kept control’of the research
department with the reappointment
of James Wishart," a key Stalinist, as
director. R. J. Thomas, vice president,
took charge of the competitive shops
division.

BEHIND THE COMPROMISE

The significance of this compro-
mise, however, is what is important
to the auto worker militants, not
the posts themselves, After the Addes-
Stalinist machine in a bloe with
Thomas and Richard T. Leonard, the
other vice president of the union, pre-
sented and won by majority vote the
adoption of the full program for the
UAW-CIO two events occurred which
forced the majority to restrain itself

(Continued on page 2)

“Freedom from Want’’ Promised
But Starvation Stalks the World

By WILLIAM BARTON

The World Food Crisis has become
the number one news item of the day.
Political conflict in Iran, interna-
‘tional intrigue in Paris and the
Bronx, armed struggle in Manchuria
are all subordinate. A broadcast of a
baseball game is interrupted by the
announcer’s plea for everyone's help.
Newspapers carry series of full-page
ads appealing for immediate contri-
butions to private relief organiza-
tions. In a major part of the world
famine is an ever-present danger and
malnutrition a thoroughly established
fact. Enemy, ally, neutral liberated,
conquered, untouched—all are simi-
larly affected.

How serious is this situation? Re-
ports have been very incomplete, but
there are enough facts and figures
available to convey some idea.

Biologists long ago developed a
unit to measure the energy yielding
power of a quantity of food—the well
known “calorie.” This concept is re-
lated to the most essential and ele-
mentary function , of food consump-
tion—the acquisition of enough en-
ergy to carry on normal body activi-
ties. Experts have also devised a
minimum health standard of 2,000
calories per person per day. Hard
workers and those in special cate-
gories naturally resuire more. About
1500 calories is considered necessary
for average subsistence; 1000 is the
rock bottom below which starvation
definitely begins.

EUROPE BY CALORIES .

The average American intake is
3200 daily calories, and the British
2800. Now consider some estimated

calculations for the European conti-
nent—one year after VE Day. Herbert
Hoover has publicly announced that
there are probably millions of Euro-
peans on a less than 1000-calorie
level. (A typical Hooverism—so beau-
tifully indefinite!) A more detailed
idea is revealed by an informal sur-
vey by UNRRA. In the area between
Russia and Great Britain there are
only three countries with enough do-
mestic supplies to maintain a general
1500 calorie diet—Denmark, Sweden,
and Czechoslovakia. Five countries—
Belgium, Norway, Austria, Greece,
and Poland — can supply less than
1000 calories from their own stocks.

The others are somewhere in-be-
tween (excluding Spain, which is not
mentioned in the survey).

Except for the countries of north-

ern and western Europe, which.are
deemed to have enough foreign
credit to buy what they need, and
the peculiar “exception” of Occupied
Germany, the deficiency has to be
made up by UNRRA.

How well has the deficiency been
overcome, even in the “opulent” first
group of countries? Hoover told a
Health Conference in Norway that
much of the population was under-
nourished, thus paving the way for
influenza and other ailments. France,
the country with the second greatest
pre-war food supply in Europe, and
now in possession of a comparatively
large reserve foreign credits; has to
beg for Russian wheatl. Paris resi-
dents were living on 1300 calories a
day during the winter months,

. (Continued on page 3)

as president of the UAW and
was evidently not placed be-

- fore the IEB for a vote.

FORCED BY GM PROGRAM

The outstanding feature in
the Addes - Thomas - Stalinist
statement of policy adopted by the
IEB is the clear attempt of this
group to restore its prestige and sat-
isfy the demand of the rank and file

for a more militant policy than that _

followed by this bloc in the past.
Their “Policy Statement” is, further-
more, an attempt to make up for the
disgraceful conduct of this group at
the recent UAW convention.

Above all, the new program of the
Addes-Thomas-Stalinist bloc is their
way of admitting the power and the
appeal of the GM program, which
really was the basis for the victory
of Reuther at the Atlantic City con-
vention. The Stdlinists and their cap-.

. tive, Addes, understand these things.

Thomas doés not, of course, but he
is useful to Addes and the Stalinists
as a front and as windoWw-dressing.
In the concrefe situation the Stalin-
ists and Addes knew that they could
not confront the membership of the
UAW with the conservatism and the
reactionary attitudes which they as-
sumed at the convention.

They know also that they could
not come forward at the IEB meet-
ing with that time-worn piece of pro-
grammatic bunkum: “support the
program of Philip Murray.” When
they advanced this slogan at the At-
lantic «City convention they were
merely trying, very demagogically,
to find a way of knifing the GM pro-
gram without making a frontal at-
tack.

The Addes - Thomas - Stalinist pro-
gram begins with the statement that
“our big wage victories had to be
fought for and won.” They did not

SOME SHENANIGANS

result from a “partnership of indus-
try and labor.” The program repudi-
ates “all plans attempting to link
wage increases to increased manual
productivity.” This is an attempt to
distort the GM program which tied
the demand for wage increases to
profits and prices. The only people
in the labor movement, so far as we
know, who have attempted to “link
wage increases to increased manual
productivity” were the Stalinists,
with their piece-work incentive pay
schemes during the war.

This program affirms “our ﬁiserc
position that capital is entitled to a
fair return on its investment but that
the worker must not be penalized”
because of “shortcomings  of manage-
ment.” It would be difficult to crowd
more nonsense into a single sentence.
It reads like a pronouncement coming
from the board of Matthew Woll's
AFL photo-engravers.

“We affirm our policy established at
the 1943 Buffalo convention that

(Continued on page 2)

Regular 8-Pager in Six Weeks!

By IRVING HOWE, Editorial Board, Labor Action

Well, it looks as if we made that 5,000 sub quota, Not that
anyone didn’t expect us to make it, but still it's good that those
subs are in the paper’s office and that we have over 5,000 people

who are now new regular readers.

And in just about 6 weeks, this 4-page paper will be doubled
in size. That means that there’ll be at least three times as much
work involved in getting it out, and that it will cost nearly
three times as much to publish as does the 4-pager. But it means
something even more. It means that we will have four full addi-
tional pages to get across our ideas. You know, in a four pager
there's a certain amount of necessary routine that has to be
printed: ads for meetings, notices of branch headquarters, edi-
torial boxes, etc. But when we add 4 more pages, we can devole
almost all of that extra space to meaty and interesting articles
which will enable the paper to have a. fuller coverage of what
is going on in the world and will also enable us to provide ex-.
planatory background material about world evenis. 'The extra

[N

e

pages are, so to speak, so much gravy for the paper. The 8-pagers
we've put out so far testify to that fact. As one friend put it:

“When it's 8 pages, you really have to sit down and give some
time to reading the paper, because there's so much in it."

One of the pet ideas is to devote a lot more space to letters
and comments from readers. If it were necessary, in an 8-page
paper we might give a full page each week to printing com-
ments, letters and contributions from readers. In fact, it would
be a good idea if in certain cities and towns, especially where
there .are no branches of the Workers Party, regular readers
of LABOR ACTION got together once in a while to discuss
ithe paper and its contents.

But all this means that we have to be sure to get that 8-pager
started—and what is more important, to keep it going once
it is started. Of course, that means a constant flow of subscrip-
_tions. The paper doesn’t pay for itself of course; no labor:paper, ~ Just one sub a week from each friend of the paper: that's the
»~ road to.a stable 8-pager. And Send your contribuiion to the
$15,000 fund drive for an 8-Page Paper.

«which doesn’t have the financial buttress of capitalist advertis-
ing, can pay.for itself. But a steady stream of subseriptions and

contributions would certainly help. Suppose you, a regular read-
er and friend of LABOR ACTION, were to say to yourself:

“This paper means enough to me, its ideas are important
enough to me to do just a little work, make a little effort to
keep it going. I'm going to set myself the goal of getting one
new subscription each week from my friends or shopmates.”

If a sizable group of our regular readers did that, the future
of the 8-pager would be assured. It would mean steady revenue
and it would mean a growing group of new readers,

There's nothing at all unreasonable about that, and nothing

especially hard about it. At this end, we're preparing all kinds

of elaborate plans for the 8-page LABOR ACTION. The two
sample issues we've put out are only a mild forecast of what
the regular 8-pager will be like. Now it's up to you at your end.
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

UAW Heads Sidestep Rank and File Mandate - -

(Continued from page 1)

piecework systems of compensation
shall not be instituted or extended.”
The Stalinists who helped Addes
with this program were some of the
same boys who fought tooth and nail
to establish “incentive pay"” at the
Buffalo convention. The program
calls for the 30-hour week with 40
hours’ pay and 30 days’ vacation af-
ter ten years' service,

Addes, Thomas and Leonard are
for “union security” and not “com-
pany security” as they were in the
case of the Ford Motor Co. These
three have advanced a long way on

" paper since they counted the vote

for president at the UAW conven-
tion.

THIRD PARTY NONSENSE

They want a “broad third party™;
they promise to expose “the Republi-
can and Democratic reactionaries’;
they will tell Truman that he and
his administration “are yielding and
capitulating on issue after issue to
the forces of reaction.” Here the Ad-
des-Thomas-Stalinist group attempts
to pass ahead of Reuther, who was
not so specific in his political plat-
form in connection with the two capi-
‘talist parties.

At bottom there is mnothing +to
choose between the two groups. Reu-
ther is for electing those running on
‘both tickets who are friendly to la-
bor, while the Addes-Thomas-Leonard
group agrees to “expose” reactionmary
Republicans and Democrats. Both
‘want a “broad third party.” It must
not be organized too soon, however,
and its base must not be too narrow.
The working olass is far {00 narrow
a base for both sides.

This program calls for “collective
security by the peace-loving nations.”
This sentence reads as though it
came straight from one of Browder's
ancient speeches. They urge the
“Big Three—Britain, Soviet Russia
and the U. S. A. (the ‘peace-loving
nations’) to iron out their differences.”

They are for price control but in
holding prices down the union must
concern itself with whether the cor-
porations are protected in maintaining
their high-profit levels. “The corpora-
tions ~are...capable of protecting
their own profit levels.” When did
Thomas and Addes learn this? Above
all, when did Leonard learn it? They
all have certainly made rapid strides
in their education since the first pro-
posals on “company security” which
they approved for the Ford Motor
Co. Did they perhaps learn some-
thing besides mud-slinging at the
Atlantic City convention? .

They are for price control but they
won't touch the “Open the Books”
formula nor will they consent to
have wage demands tied in with
prices and profits. To them this is a
scheme “to cut workers' wages if 1iv-
in:g costs decrease by a certain per-
centage.” Thomas - Addes are stuck
here just as Reuther was stuck. Nei-
ther Reuther nor the others can have
an answer. The only answer is that
given by the Workers Party in LA-
BOR ACTION:

NATIONALIZE THE BIG INDUS-
TRIES UNDER WORKERS' CON-
TROL!

Reuther said in a press interview
that if a corporation could not pay
decent wages it should not be in
business. We don’t hear anything
about this nowadays, however.

Raw Deal for Steel Local
After Sixty-Six Day Strike

LOQUISVILLE, Ky. April 15—After
the longest strike in the history of
Local Union 1693, USA-CIO, the
workers of the Henry Vogt Mach.
Co. returned ito work today. The
strike had lasted sixty-six working
days, from January 21 to April 15.
From the beginning, it was appar-
-ent to the workers that most of the
cards were stacked against them. Ac-
cording to Kentucky State law, no
unemployment compensation can be
paid to a striking worker. The city
Department of Welfare dodged the
issue of relief to :the strikers. The
Federal Government was supplying
the company with its strike fund in
the form of “kick back” tax refunds.
Despite this vicious POLITICAL op-
position, the Vogt workers fought on.
The strike was a part of the na-
tional steel strike. The Vogt work-
ers were unfortunate in one respect.
Even the inadequate 18% cents “pro-
posal” of President Truman did not
apply to them! That “proposal” was
made only for basic steel, It did not
apply to fabricating industries.
‘When this proposal was made the
CIO’s Wage Policy Committee re-
versed its position on the conduct of
‘the strike. The Committee had been
against piecemeal settlements. But
when Truman made his magnanimous
offer, the Committee sent basic steel
back to work and left some 250,000
CIO members in the fabricating lo-
cals completely out in the cold. This
action taken by the leadership of
the CIO was inexcusable! At this
point, Local 1693 faltered, and began
slowly to lose its confidence and mili-
tancy. The leaders of the CIO  are

responsible. They treated their fabri-
cating locals like stepchildren.

At a mass meeting held April 10,
Local 1693, after hearing statements
from District Director Robb, two
staff representatives, and one Nego-
tiation ‘Committeeman to the effect
that “13%% cents is the best we can do
now, but if you want to stay out for
an indefinite length -of time, 18%
cents can be achieved,” decided by
a vote of approximately 4 to 1 to
return to work.

The majority of the Negotialing
Committee favored fighting on for the
18% cents. But it could not combat
a situation wherein one of the Com-
mitteemen and the International men
were encouraging settlement for 13!4
cents. A solid front was not presented
to the membership. Had the leader-
ship been unanimous in staying out
for 1814 cents, there is every reason
to believe that the membership would
have voted to continue the strike,
and that victory would have come

1
soon: K

The company succeeded also in in-
serting a “no strike” clause in the
supplemental agreement. This is an-
other setback for thé local.

The 13)% cents has been accepied.
The 800 workers of the Vogt Mach.
Co. are:back to work. They must not
allow the company to make capital
of its victory in the strike. They must
not allow diserimination, in any form,
by the company  against the militant
strikers! They must resist, and resist
vigorously any new “pressure” the
company may try to impose on the
workers. i

As we said above, this program is
an attempt to drown the GM pro-
gram and at the same time escape
the wrath of the rank and file who
supported that program and who
want more of it. This program is put
forward by a group who want power
and offices. They could not hold pow-
er nor could they retain their offices
beyond the next convention if they
carried through with what they stood
for at Atlantic City.

REUTHER'S REPLY

How did Reuther meet the Addes-
Thomas - Leonard - Stalinist attack?
What did he say about their pro-
gram? He issued a statement on
“Policy.” We are handicapped in dis-
cussing the Reuther statement be-
cause we do not have the whole
statement. For some strange reason
the New York papers carried only
an “abstract” of the statement. We
do not know what they left out.

The statement as we have it is very
tame indeed. Reuther accepts virtu-
ally all of the proposals of the Ad-
des-Thomas program. There is noth-
ing in his statement io differentiate
him from his opponents except he
wapts to “be vigilant to protect the
union against those whose loyalties
to groups outside the union and to
foreign powers cause them to take
positions and from time 1o time
shift such positions on union issues,
without regard for the welfare of

SPIRITED MAY DAY
CELEBRATION BY
NEWARK BRANCH

NEWARK, N. J—Over 35 friends and
members of the Workers ZParty
branch of this city celebrated May
Day at a rousing meeting in which
the spirit of the great socialist holi-
day was evident. The beautiful head-
quarters of this newest branch of the
Workers Party was decorated with
banners, posters and displays. A buf-
fet supper was served before the
brief speeches began and labor songs
were sung by the audience in a spirit
of socialist comradeship.

The main speaker of the evening
was Irving Howe of LABOR AC-
TION's Editorial Board who spoke
briefly of the background of the holi-
day, the situation of the working
class in the world today, the danger
of a new war and the program of the
Workers Party to find a solution to
the problems of humanity. The or-
ganizer of the Newark branch, Sol
Berg, made a short appeal to friends
‘at the meeting to join the ranks of
the party in order to build a better
society, and the affair ended with
dancing.

SAN FRANCISCO
ORGANIZER MAKES
NATIONAL TOUR

Gordon ‘Haskell, prominent mem-
ber of the Workers -Party and or-
ganizer of the San Francisco Branch
is making a speaking tour on “World
War III” and “Who Rules America?”
with the following itinerary:

Kansas City, May '10-11.

Minneapolis, May 12-13.

Hibbing May 14-18.

Milwaukee, May 21.

Madison, Noon May 21 to Noon

May 22. .

Chicago, 2 P. M. May 22 to 9 A. M.

May 24.
Petroit, 5 P. M. May 24 to 10 P. M.
May 25.

either the union, its members or our
country.”

It is clear, of course, that Reuther
is talking aboui the Communist Par-
ty. But how is Reuther going to pro-
tect the UAW against the Stalinists?
The best way is to stand up and fight
for the GM preogram: for integrating
wage demands with demands about
profits and prices. What does it mean
to talk about protecting the wunion
from the Stalinists so long as he
iries to harmonize the GM program
with the sly pregrammatic vaporings
of Thomas, Leonard and Addes, who
are now in tow of the Stalinists?

Reuther, so far as we read, has
abandoned his GM program. Not only
this, but he is now piously calling for
“unity” and “harmony.” He expects
harmony with those who are hell-
bent on countermanding the mandate
of the convention.

How does Reuther expect to pro-
tect the union from the Stalinists
when his political platform is essen-
tially no different from theirs? He
wants to mobilize the union *in an
aggressive program of political action
to elect candidates who are pledged
to fight for the domestic and inter-

national policies championed by the
late President Roosevelt.” Here is an-
other ancient shibboleth. Add to this
“Support President Murray” and you
have anything but a real fighting and
militant program for labor in 1946.

SAVE GM PROGRAM!

The back-sliding of Reuther away
from the GM program is a real chal-
lenge to the militants in the UAW.
They and they alone can save the GM
program with all its revolutionary
implications. But they will have to
rise from their slumber and their
indifference. They will have to go
far beyond the point they reached at
the Atlantic City convention. They
will have to move ahead politically;
far, far beyond the “broad third par-
ty" stage. They will have to come to
grips with the important truth for
labor: that the working class is a
broad enough base, and a correctly
narrow base, for labor’s independent
political action. All others must fall
in behind and be led by labor, which
has demonstrated that it speaks for
the WHOLE of the people, in a na-
tion-wide Labor Party based on the

trade unions. s

UAW Offices - -

(Continued from page 1)
from a further head-on clash with
Reuther.

The sharp attack by Mrs. Eleanhor
Roosevelt on the UAW-CIO majority
on the executive board, was a serious
blow to the long-range plans of the
Stalinists for .a Third Party.

Unless prominent figures like Mus.
Roosevelt, Henry Wallace and others
take a part in the Stalinist plans for
a third party it is- doomed in ad-
vance. Any policy calculated to an-
tagonize completely these people is
a tactical blunder from the Stalinist
point of view, and that was recog-
nized immediately. The Stalinists
neatly refrained from a direct answer
‘to Mrs. Roosevelt, and instead R. J.
Thomas, as usual, was allowed to
make the reply, and take the rap.

Secondly, in this same connection,
the fact that Reuther is also’inclined
towards a Third ‘Party movement—
his brother Victor was one of the
sponsors of the recent Chicago con-
ference held on this question under
the direction of Socialist Party and
liberal forcés—posed another difficult
problem for Addes and the Stalinists.
Their only attack on the Reuther
move was that it was premature. But
the fact remains that if any Stalinist
strategy for a Third Party is going to
succeed, it must include the UAW-
CIO, and that means Reuther also. In
program, the new line of the Stalin-
ists tends to coinecide with that of
Reuther in the UAW-CIO. This is
the dilemma and problem of both
Reuther.and the Stalinists.

STALINISTS GIVEN WARNING

The other major event that oc-
curred while the UAW-CIO executive
board was meeting, was the first open,
direct .and blunt attack on the Stal-
inists within the CIO by a fajor fig-
ure in the CIO. Emil Rieve, presi-
dent of the Textile Workers, deliv-
ered a sharp attack against the Stal-
inists at the textile workers conven-
tion now being held. Coming on fop
of the crude exclusion of the Stalin-
ists from the Southern organizing
drive of the CIO, it is a storm warn-
ing signal to the Stalinists. The top
CIO officialdom is opening wup its
fight against the Stalinists. Sidney
Hillman's speech last week against
a Third Party was another sign.

Any further direct attack against

Reuther by the majority of the exec-
utive board of the UAW-CIO would
guarantee Reuther's unity with the
“right-wing” forces in the CIO wheo
want to intensify the fight against the
Stalinists.

Reuther took full advantage of this
situation by issuing another blast
against the Stalinists on the last day
of the executive board meeting. He
called attention fo the provision in
the UAW-CIO constitution barring
“Communists” from office. He de-
clared that there would be no ap-
pointees on,the union international
payroll who were “Communists”
(Stalinists). Of course, he had just
voted to retain Wishart in the re-
search department.

The point is that Reuther—in view
of the national struggle developing
within the CIO between the top
leadership and the Stalinists—is
squeezing every possible advantage
from that situation. =

‘RANKS MUST INTERVENE

The trouble with all these develop-
ments is that policy and program of
the UAW-CIO are being developed in
the machinations and maneuvers of
the top leaders, and not by a powerful
and healthy intervention of the rank
and file. ‘There still exists too much
confusion over policy left unsettled
by the recent convention for the
ranks to intervene decisively, as they
must sooner or later. And the sooner
the better. 5

The action of the UAW-CIO exec-
utive board to authorize strikes at
Ford and Chrysler was a maneuver,
and nothing else. All Ford locals re-
ceived wires ‘from the executive
board demanding that the contract,
including company security, be rati-
fied quickly. The demand for retro-
active pay immediately at Ford is a
tactic to assure ratification of the
contract. The strike threat at Chrysler
over discharge of men over 65 years
of age likewise is a tfactic in nego-
tiations .on this issue. Everyone ex-
pects Chrysler fo shut down for a
few weeks for parts shortages, and
no one is anxious for a strike, because
it- means at least three -weeks with-
out the unemployment compensation
that a lay-off would bring in. The lo-
cal unions weren’t even sounded out
by the executive board on strike sen-
timent.

»

British Miners Cold
To Nationalization

Editor:

‘The program of nationalizing Brit-
ish industry is meeting with some
serious snags. The most serious one
at the moment is the lack of enthu-
siasm of the British coal miners. The
coal industry is the first large one to
be nationalized under the Labor
Party administration. Last fall, Em-
manuel Shinwell, Minister of Fuel
and Power, set a quota of 8,000,000
tons increased coal production for
this winteér but he ended up with a
million and a half tons. How come?

A New York Times reporter, sur-
veying the coal mine situation in
England, reports as follows: “For dec-
ades the miners’ union agaitated for
nationalization seeing in it the an-
swer to all their grievances. Buf na-
tionalization has come without having
changed anything yet and the miners
have not been able to understand
that their hopes can only be realized
by greater production.” Matthews,
the reporter, assumes that the miners
will benefit if more coal is exported.
But the miners judge by concrete re-
sults, as can be seen by another quote

‘from Matthew’s report. “Pending fur-

ther developments one must deduce
that the promise of nationalization

-and its commencement has 'neither

affected the miner’s ‘life ‘nor wages

-

nor has it altered his attitude toward
his ‘work.”

In other words, the productive re-
lations really remain the same; the
miners remain wage slaves under the
domination of capital. Just as the
iransfer of ownership from one boss
to another does not affect the work-
ers, so the transfer from the mine
owners to Mr. Shinwell's supervision
is not changing the British miner's
life. .

“But,” one may protest, “they have
a Labor Government which repre-
sents them and runs the mines for
them; that's socialism, isn't it?" Yes,
that's: socialism — Attlee's socialism,
Bevin's socialism, but not the kind of
Marxist revolutionary socialism that
really changes the miners’ relation
to production, that ends his life as
a wage-slave, that gives him a new
lease on life. Where does the dif-
ference lie? '

First of all, there is no miners’ con-
trol-of production in Britain. That is,
control from the bottom up, and not
from the top down as in Russia, Na-
tionalization, without workers' con-
trol of production by democratically
elected workers' committees, is a hol-
low thing. Socialism can only be built
by ..workers._ actively _participating,
through. their _committees, .in _the
management and control of produc-
tion and the state.

Secondly, industry must be expro-

priated by the workers’ government

and not paid for with government
bonds as the Labor Party is doing.
Otherwise, the working class con-
tinues to work in order that govern-
ment bonds will pay- interest to the
ex-owners of industry. They have
been repaid many times for the risk
of their initial investment. Only
those who work have a right to a
share in the national income.

‘The present leaders of the Labor
Party are nationalizing British in-
dustries in order to run them more
efficiently for the capitalists of Brit-
ain. This is true whether they are
aware of it or not. Their reactionary
imperialist foreign policy proves that
they are aware of their role. When
the British miners and the rest of the
working class in England move to-
ward workers' control of industry,
when they. expropriate industry, and
when they break completely with the
bourgeois state apparatus, then they
will find Messrs. Attlee, Bevin and
Shinwell on the bosses’ side of the
fence—where they really belong.

HERB MASON

Calls for Support
Of Columbia “31"

Dear Editor:
Our American government is very

‘busy .in.every war torn couniry of

the world administering democracy
(so called) yet here in America, Co-
lumbia Tenn., there are 31 Negroes
that have been arrested and are
awaiting trial before a southern lily
white jury, charged with attempted
murder, when actually they were de-
fending themselves against brutality
by the whites.

I think we democracy-loving peo-
ple should rally to the support of
these 31 Negroes. For they are
doomed to legal lynching and the
government isn’t doing anything
about it. But we, the working class,
can do something -about it. We can
protest  against such injustice, .and
see to it that brutality, vandalism, and
legal lynching, terrorizing and the
KKK don't count. We can have a
workers' government that will give
justice, peace, and security to all.

# E. L. N.
April 22, 1946

CIO Vets Snub
Red Cross Collection

Dear Editor: -

The report this week that the CIO
withdrew its support from the Amer-
ican Red Cross brings to mind an in-
cident that happened in the shop
concerning the Red Cross.

Recently, the foreman came down

.

the line, carrying white envelopes
which he passed out to the workers
along the line. When he hit a section
where a lot of ex-GIs were working,
you could hear the howls and cursing
above the noise of the plant.

So I went over to see what was
‘going ..on. One GI showed me the
envelope, and it -was marked with a
Red Cross label. .You were supposed
to put your contribution in it.

This particular veferan was curs-
ing and telling the foreman how
much nerve he had to ask a former
enlisted man 1o contribute to the
‘Red Cross. All the other ex-Gls felt
the same way. Out of the many rea-
sons, one thing stood out clearly. The
ex-GIs saw the Red Cross as a sym-
bol of the brass hats, officers’ privi-
leges, ete.

“I've waited a long time for this,”
one of the GIs said as he threw his
envelope away.

So ‘the foreman kind of apologized
and went {o some of the older work-
ers. One of them handed back the
envelope empty and said: “You see
what the vets think of the Red Cross.
Their opinion is good enough for me.”

Out of around forty vets in my:de-
partment, only one kicked in, and he
was shamefaced about it. In other de-
partments similar ineidents occurred.

J.'W., Détroit.

The articles that appear below are
DISCUSSION ARTICLES published
as part of the pre-convention dis-
cussion in the Workers Party. Be-
cause our space is limited, it will be
impossible to devote more than two
columns per issue to this material.
Contributions will therefore have to
be brief, not exceeding 750 words.
Pre-convention discussion articles
are also appearing in The New In-
ternational and in the Workers Party
Bulletin, Copies of the latter may be
gotten by sending fifteen cents to the
Workers Party, 114 West 14th Street,
New York 11, N. Y. Readers will un-
derstand that these articles represent
neither the views of the party nor of
LABOR ACTION, but are written
with a view toward establishing pol-
icy at the coming convention of the
WP.

Propaganda Versus

Phrasemongering

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party during the war showed how to
translate the ideas of revolutionary
socialism into terms of the real class
struggle. A superlative example of
our method was the insistent and
continuous propaganda and agitation
for simple slogans like: “Rescind the
No-Strike Pledge” and “For a Pro-
gressive Caucus in the UAW.”

Thousands of active unionists were
against the no-strike pledge. The
highly placed bureaucrats of the
CIO and AFL, however, believing
that American capitalism is the best
and .only possible social system and
rallying to its defense in the crucial
struggle for domination of the world,
gave up the fight against the capital-
ist class in the name of “national
unity” and struck out instead against
those very militants who insisted
upon class struggle action to defend

= the conditions of American labor.

Opposition to the pledge was our
point of agreement with these mili-
tants and by using this agreement as
our springboard we were able to
clarify the irreconcilable nature of
the class struggle in modern society,
the need for the working class to
carry on its struggle despite the war.
We were able more easily to expose
the imperialist nature of the war

 and the pro-capitalist character of the
“ present labor leadership.

Coupled with our propaganda on
the pledge was the call for the for-
mation of a rank and file group in
the UAW to combat the top leader-
ship and to replace it with a new
militant leadership. We were the first
to popularize this slogan and it was
in part through our efforts in this
connection that a rank and _file group
was actually organized and a tiny
handful of socialists was able {0 play
a decisive role at the UAW conven-
tion in 1944, The UAW militants be-
gan to see the need for rank and file
organization against the old leaders.

As the war continued and the la-
bor officialdom exhausted the possi-
bilities of winning concessions with-
in the rules decreed by the WLB and
the national administration, a deeper
and deeper rift developed between
the ranks and leadership....

LABOR ACTION appealed for “a
conference of shop stewards and com-
mitteemen.” If the union leaders have
no program, we said, then let the di-
rect representatives of the rank and
file take over.

The end of the war released the
union leaders from their dilemma
and gave them elbow room for man-
euvering, With their slogan of a 30
per cent wage increase, they shifted

. WORKERS PARTY

Pre-Convention
Discussion ...

back into the good graces of the
ranks. But the fact remains that
LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party by agitation on the no-strike
pledge and for the progressive cau-
cus brought revolutionary ideas to
the workers which will under prop-
er conditions again surge forth into
class action. :

TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM

Comrade Johnson refuses to recog-
nize this. In his typically confusing
and contradictory fashion, he writes:
“Agitation for the revocation of a
no-strike pledge or for withdrawal
of labor members from a government
labor board are necessary and use-
ful at all times, particularly in war-
time. But concentration on this as
a means of developing into a party
the propaganda group which has
turned to the masses IS IN DIRECT
CONTRADICTION WITH THE
WHOLE AIM AND METHOD OF
THE TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM.

“It is on the basis of propaganda
for revolutionary action that the
propaganda group builds itself into
the mass revolutionary party.”

By rejecting the emphasis of the
party during the war, Johnson re-
veals that all his talk about “revo-
lutionary action” and “self-mobiliza-
tion of the masses” is mere phrase-
mongering.

In 1943 Johnson wrote: “What is
decisive in all political agitation is
the stage of consciousness of the
masses and the particular organiza-
tional form and direction in which
their minds are concretely moving.”
‘That is exactly what we considered
when we spoke of “Rank and file
caucus” instead of “revolutionary
self-mobilization.”

One glaring omission is evident in
Johnson's resolution on the American
question. Johnson is highly ecritical
of our pafty and insists that we have
abandoned a revolutionary perspec-
tive on all important questions. But
this false contention is refuted by our
program and activities during the
war, when we alone in this country
upheld consistently the banner of
the “Third Camp"” against both im-
perialist war camps.

That is why Johnson is unable and
unwilling to deal with our record
during the war. For example, he
groups four pages of his resolution

on America under the heading “The

American Proletariat During the
War” but one reads with amazement
not ONE word about the working
class during the war or our party's
connection with it. Instead we learn
that Johnson predicted a great crisis
AFTER the war. Strange oversight?
Not when you realize that a balance
sheet of the party’s role during the
war would annihilate Johnson's the-
sis.

WAR PROFITS ISSUE

Johnson errs not only in omission.
His resolution on America is a ram-
bling and discursive distortion and
falsification of our activities during
the war. I cite ‘one illustration not
because it is most important but be-
cause it is typical, tricky legerde-
main. He says: “Unable to appeal to
the revolutionary instincts of the
workers, it (LABOR ACTION) dis-
sipates its revolutionary energy in
attempts to stimulate the combativity
of the workers by wearisome repe-
tition of the large profits and the
criminal conduct and deceptions of
the bourgeoisie.”

But the party exposed war profits
not as a means of “stimulating” but
as one means of exposing the impe-
rialist chardacter of the war. Was
that right or wrong? BEN HALL

With the

Wor

AKRON -

For information, write to Bill I'ord,
Box 221, Akron, Ohio,

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS at 639 Main St

CHICAGO
LABOR ACTION, 1703 West Madl-
son S5t., Room .3, Chicago 1Z.

Telephone: CHesapeake bB798.

Office Hours: 3-5:20 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday. Tuesday and-"Wednesday
evenings. = . :

DETROIT

LADBOR ACTION HALL—3773 Gra-
tiot (at Mt Elliott). Offlce -hours:
Monday-Friday, 11 A. M. to 3 P. M.;
Saturday, 1 to 5 P. M. \

LOS ANGELES

LABOR ACTION  headquarters at
Mason Theatre Building, 127 So.
Broadway, Los Angeles 12, Room 310.

Office open daily ¥l A. M. to. 3 . M.,
except Friday and Sunday. Open eve-
ning: Wednesday, 6:00-8:00.

NEWARK

LABOR ACTION HEADQUARTERS
In Newark at 248 Market St.

T.abor Action Hall -is available to
organizations for meetings. For rent-
al terms and arrangements, write R.
-Shaw, Labor Action Hall, 248 Market
Street, Newark, N. J. .

Forum, IFFriday, May 10—"I"amine—
the Truth Behind the World I1food
Crisis.” Speaker—Saul Berg, Newark
Organizer, Workers Party.

Time: 8:30 P. M. Place: Labor Ac-
tion Hall, 248 Market St. Admission
free.  Meeting will be followed by
guestions, discussion and  refresh-
anents.

“NEW YORK CITY
CITY OFFICE—114 West 14th Bt.,
—open all day until 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Wednegday and Thursday
—open until 10 p.m.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTLERS, 1106- Walnut St.
L]

Z_For Information of other Workers
Party ‘branches and, LABOR ACTION
offices, write to the National Office,
114 ‘West 14th St., New York 11, N. Y.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE

The 'Socialist Youth League, youth
section of the Workers Party, has
youth units in the following cities:
Manhattan, ‘New York; Brooklyn,
New York; Philadelphia, Penna.; Bal-
timore, Maryland; Boston, Mass.; De-
iroit, Mich.; Chicago, IIlL; Cleveland,
Ohio; Madison, ‘Wisconsin, and ‘Seat-
tle, Washington.

If you live in any of these cities
and desire to attend the youth meet-
ings, write to Socialist Youth League
114 W. 14th St, New York, N, V. |

<
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FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND VETERANS
1. Full Unemployment Insurance
Full unemployment insurance beginning with
$30 a week for single men and women and
graduated upward for dependencies to all work-
ers for whom government and industry do not
find jobs.

2. Less Hours—More Pay

Absorption of all workers thrown into unem-
ployment during reconversion by reduction of
| the work-week with no reduction in weekly
{ take-home pay.

3. Jobs and Full Opportunities for Veterans
Two years’ base pay grant to all demobilized
veterans, with the option of trade school and
higher educational facilities at government ex-
pense, guarantee of adequite family mainte-
nance and guarantee of decent jobs.

FOR THE POST-WAR WORLD

4. Jobs For All at a Guaranteed Annual Living
‘Wage

A job for every worker with a guaranteed mini-

mum annual wage of $2,500 per year. A rising

standard of living, by means of government

planning to insure the highest national produc-

tion and income.

5. A Planned Rise in National Income

A guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all work-
ers' families by means of a planned rise in the
national income and a thirty-hour maximum
work week.

6. For a Democratic Peace

Against peacetime military conscription of
American youth! For a truly democratic peace,
which means no land-grabbing under any pre-
text; no reparations; no slave labor. Complete
independence for all colonies and subject peo-

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR
Published Weekly by the

Labor Action Publishing Aes n

lltl West 14th Street, New York I1, N. Y.
CH. 2-9681

EMANUEL GARRETT, Acting Editor
ALBERT GATES, Editor

Subscription Rate: 60c a Year; 35¢ for 6 Mos. (75¢-40c for Canada, Foreign, New York City, Bronx)
Re-entered as Second Class Matter, May %4, 1940, at the Post Office at New York, N. X.
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WORKERS PARTY PROGRAM FOR ORGANIZED LABOR
IN THE RECONVERSION AND POST-WAR PERIOD

‘Make the machines that now produce only for

(Third Floor)
May 6, 1946

MARY BELL, Ass't Editor

ples and the right of all people to decide demo-
cratically their own future.

7. Full Social, Political and Economic Eguality

for Negroes

Complete democratic rights. The right to vote,
to run for and hold any elective or appointive
office, North or South. The right to equality in
employment; to “hold any job, skilled or un-
skilled. The right to be free from insult, segre-
gation and Jim Crowism; anywhere and in any
place, North or South.

THESE AIMS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH

°8. Slum Clearance

A $250 billion five-year program to provide de-
cent heusing for all, extensive public works,
rural electrification and modernization.

9. Nationalization of Big Business
Nationalization of the banks, big industrial mo-
nopolies and transportation systems, and no
handing over of government-built and owned -
plants and facilities to private ownership,

10 Taxing the Profiteers

A 100 per cent tax on all war profis above a
five per cent maximum on invested capital; a
$25,000 ceiling on total individual income, and
a graduated capital levy on all accumulated
wealth over $50,000 to cover war costs and pro-
vide post-war security for labor.

THIS PROGRAM TO BE CARRIED OUT ‘BY

11, Workers' Control of Production

Control of production by democratically-elected

workers’ committees.

12. An Independent Labor Party and a Workers'
Government—For a Socialist Ameﬂu with
Plenty for All!

war and capitalism produce for the needs of all |
the people! i

By IRVING HOWE

Since the end of the war, the international Stalinist
movement has adopted a more aggressive “left” political
line, to the point whére certain superficial observers have
seen a return to the “policy of world revolution.” Noth-
ing of the kind is true.

It would be a serious error to identify the current
“left turn” with the notorious Stalinist Third Period in
the early thirties, when it was really pursuing an ultra-
left policy. At that time, before Hitler came to power,
though the Stalinist parties were thoroughly dominated
by the Russian bureaucracy, the full weight of degenera-
tion inside Russia had not yet been felt and the Stalinist
parties still functioned more or less as revolutionary
working class movements. They made scandalous errors,
they were already bureaucratized, but they still had a
certain connection with the Marxist tradition and were
still somewhat responsive to the needs and pressures of
the workers.

THE MOTIVATION OF STALINIST POLICY

If one sees in the first Moscow Trial the final culmina-
tion of a process of degeneration inside Russia; or if one
chooses the failure of German Stalinism to resist Hitler's
rise to power as the point in time where Stalinism as a
parasitic bureaucracy can be seen to have been trans-
formed into a new ruling class; or if one chooses any
other time—this much is clear: Stalinism can be under-
stood only by accepting the proposition that it: functions
today essentially as a vassal of the Russian collectivist
bureaucracy and all of its basic policies are determined
by the needs of that bureaucracy. The various Stalinist
parties may have interests and aspirations of their own,
but thus far thesehave been subordinated to the require-
ments of Russian foreign policy.

In view of this characterization of Stalinism the terms
“left” and “right” as traditionally used in the Marxist
movement are really inapplicable to Stalinism. ‘When,
dor instance, one says that the Norman Thomas Socialist
Party has recently moved to the right, there is a specific
meaning which that description suggests to people ac-

are in that sense not very useful when considering a to-
talitarian movement like Stalinism which is 2 new and
unique historical phenomenon, and to which the descrip-
tive-terms of the traditional working class movement ap-
ply only in a most limited and analogical sense. When
one says that the needs of Russian foreign policy makes
the Argentine Stalinists first with dictator Peron, or
that the needs of Russian foreign policy make the Ameri-
can Stalinists criticize Truman; then we are talking about
something that is much more clear than if those policies
are described as “left” or “right.”

Socialism or Atomization

.. .Since V-E Day, representatives of the big pow-
ers have ‘been unsuccessfully attempting to arrive
at a peace agreement—at Potsdam in July, at Lon-
don in September, at Moscow in December. And
now the foreign ministers of the Big Four meet
again around the customary baize table in the
Luxemburg Palace in France, trying to allocate
the spoils of war, The United Nations, whose action
without the agreement of the big powers is null,
has wrangled for five weeks in New York over the
same issues. Meanwhile, at least 150,000,000 people
scrounge for food around corpse-ridden, rubble-
strewn, epidemic-scourged Europe. An untold num-
ber do the same in the Orient—all victims of the
war fought, among other things, for “Freedom frorn
Want.”

In a report stating that international relief re-
quirements would still be needed for the third of
the world that is now “ill-fed, ill-housed and ill-
clothed,” Isador Lubin, U. S. representative on
the United Nations Economic and Employment
Commission, declared:

“If the world is fo have economic stability and
full employment, the various national ecomomies
must be integrated into a world economic system.”
(N. Y. Times, April 28)

Not only the food crisis, but the advent of the
Atomic Age, bring forth similar adjurations that
we must have “one world,” a single economic unit.
The food crisis starkly emphasizes the economic
interdependence of the world. All attempts of the
United Nations to establish a world organization—
the UNO, the Bretton Woods monetary agreement,
UNRRA, and all the other political and economic
agreements—underscore the drift to a world fede-
ration that inheres in our society.

.DIVIDING THE WORLD IN TWO

But the organization of the world cannot be

accomplished by the imperialists, either under the

Anglo-American capitalists or the Russian Stalin-
ists. Just as Hitler was unable to unify Europe
under his totalitarian control, so the Big Two occu-
pation will generate movements of national re-

sistance against the new conquerors,

First, the reorganization of Europe is under-
taken without any regard for the wishes of the

.peoples themselves. Even their formal representa-
‘tive in the UN, capitalists and imperialists them-

selves, can decide nothing without the prior deci-

‘sion and agreement of the Big Two. With the “iron

curtain” drawn between the respective spheres
.of the United States and Russia, and England oc-
cupying the role of a very junior partner of the

Is Browder After

It's tough to be a leader of a Stalinist Party.

.Here are William Z. Foster, and all the little lead-

ers of the American Stalinist Party. Why, it was
only yesterday that they were appointed as the
new heads of the Party. Most of them had to beat
their breasts so hard that, according to reliable
medical testimony, they’ll be years recovering
from the purely physical effects. Stalin had called
for a new change in line, Browder was picked as
a scapegoat for carrying out the line dictated to him
by the Kremlin bureacracy, and the CP was hand-
ed a new leadership.

They stormed about Browder's revisionism
(with which they had agreed until the new revela-
tion was handed down) denounced him as a rat,
a traitor, and a general no-gooder—which, of
course, he, no less than they, is. Browder was €x-
pelled, and it caused all kinds of turmoil. Most of
the Stalinist lickspittles held on to their .posts
by trying to outshout each other on how they had
been misled by Browder. But there was trouble
and dissension. They lost one of their principal

s
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United States, the Big Two set out to apportion the

world between them. Each attempts to-organize its
own half, and also to penetrate the territories of
the other, not in accord with the needs of the peo-
ples involved, but in accord with the needs of the
monopoly-capitalists of the United States on the
one hand, and the bureaucratic rulers of Russia on
the other. Each attempts an “integrated economic
system” in its own behalf. Russia loots, destroys
or expropriates properties in the interesis of in-
creasing the revenues of the Russian ruling class.
The United States attempis to do business every-
where, to secure the right fo “free tra.de,” to fill
the coffers of big business.

These motivations underly the discussions on
the “ethnology”(!) of the people of Trieste, the
trusteeships of the Italian colonies, the proposal to
occupy Germany for twenty-five years, Franco and
Spain, Iran, etc. They underly the matter of feed-
ing the starving peoples. In order to do business,
in order to prevent mass revolt and the military
suppression of it, in order for each side to gain the
allegiance of the people against the other, rations
will be increased.

But the basic antagonisms of the two imperial-
ist giants, each lusting after more and more of the
fruits of exploitation of the little people, will even=
tually lead them to the third, atamic war.

The world moves toward economic unity, but
cannot achieve it urider capitalism or Stalinist col-
lectivism. A genuine, stable world. unity requires
the socialist transformation of society, the elim-
ination of exploiting classes, the assumption of
leadership of each nation by the working class
which is the majority class and the class directly
exploited.

Under socialism, we can achleve world plan-
ning, instead of the international competition which
exists now. There would bé no consideration of
profits, but only of human needs. Eliminating the
heritage of starvation and scarcity of present so-
ciety, we should build a world of abundance. In-a
world socialist society, war would be unknown.

As the big powers of the world seramble for the

‘booty, ration starvation, engage in the atomic

armaments race, as they bring all the world under

the domination of one or two big powers, the task

of the little people, the working people of the
world, becomes more nearly the same fight against
a common enemy: against the imperialist colossi,
the United States and Russia, and at the same
time for socialism.

That is the only thing worth fighting for.

money angels. Some of their stooges in the labor
movement like Curran of the National Maritime
Union, tried to kick over the traces. The boys on
the cultural front whooped it on Browderism in
art, jumped all over Albert Maltz as a malicious
Browderite (Maltz finally “confessed” and was
accepted back into the fold), and generally went to
town.

Now comes disturbing news for the .Stalinist
gang. BROWDER IS ON HIS WAY TO MOSCOW!

Whether Browder or Stalin took the initiative,
this much is certain: nobody gets a visa 1o enter
Russia unless the Russian Foreign Office has a rea-
son to let him enter, It is therefore possible that
Browder may come back with a “new” line—the
war-time line of super-patriotic collaboration with
the “liberal” capitalists. Pending further reports
we shall not speculate. But if Browder does come
back as bearer of a, changed line, -heads will roll,
and breasts will rattle under the punishment of
self-inflicted blows. Is it a wonder then that those
wails you hear from' the CPers are cries of anguish,

-
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During the war the American Stalinists were bitterly
opposed to any strikes, because they feared that strikes
in war industries might hinder Stalin’s military cam-
paigns. And no considerations for the needs of the Amer-
iecan workers could force them to change their policy.

Now that the war is over, Stalin has allowed his par-
ties to become more belligerent, to talk more “radical”
politics, to revert to the language of socialism. There are
two main reasons for this shift: (1) The major interna-
tional conflict is no longer the imperialist war, but rather
a struggle among the victors of that war on how to di-
vide the spoils. Serious quarrels have arisen among the
Big Three. These quarrels are simply about one proposi-
tion: who is to get what? and how much? Resultantly,
Stalin ufilizes his puppet-parties in the Allied countries
to apply pressure on his erstwhile war allies in order to
gain a larger share of the war booty. That is the basic
reason for the “left” turn of Stalinism, and it can be said
that if some agreement on the division of the war spoils
satisfactory to Stalin were worked out and the present
strain between Russia and the Anglo-American bloc
eased, then the Stalinist parties would become much

quainted with pelitics. But the terms “left” and “right” -

more docile and would cease talking so “revolutionary.

‘(2) The other and secondary reason for the “left”
turn is thaf the Stalinist parties are aware of the moods
of the masses of workers which is, especially in many
countries,  extremely restive; they know that a certain
amout of “leftish” demagogy is essential if they are to
retain their followers.  As it is, this need fits .ih very
nicely with the first reason we have given for their
turn is that the Stalinist parties are aware of the moed
of a conflict between their loyalty to the Russian bu-
reacracy and their political requirements in the capitalist
countries will not become very great until the present
diplomatic crisis sharpens to the point where war seems
really imminent.

THE “LEFT ISSUE” IN PRACTICE

But even this so-called “left” turn is still severely
limited. In several European countries, such as France,
Austria and Italy, they either are now or have recently
participated iogether with capitalist parties in coalition
cabinets which function within the framework of capi-
talism. They have participated in the same French gov-
ernment which brutally suppressed the Indo-Chinese na-
tionalist revolt and have never said a word of eriticism
against “their” government on this matter. In America,
‘they continue to play around with eapitalist politicians:
they supported O'Dwyer in New York City and are now
fiddling with the idea of a third party to be formed to-
gether with the “liberal” section of the capitalist poli-
ticians.

In Argentina they have tacitly supported dictator
Peron, merely because he, for his own reactionary rea-
sons, was hostile to America. In Brazil they have flitted
back and forth between the dictatorial Vargas political
machine and its reactionary ‘militarist opponents,

They have continued their wretched chauvinism in
Europe by which they violated the ABC principles of
socialist internationalism and even simple democratic
rights. In Italy the Stalinists demand that Trieste be re-
turned to that country; in Yugoslavia they demand that
Trieste be annexed to Tito's terrorist regime. On a basic
question of European politics, the problem of the disposi-
tion of the Ruhr, their sections have pursued contradic-
tory policies. The French Stalinists urge that the Ruhr
be separated from Germany; the German Stalinists urge
that it be retained within the German borders. Each
thereby appeals to the narrowly nationalist sentiments of
the most backward sections of the European populations.

For a hair-raising example of Stalinist policy in this
connection, we refer our readers fo the March 30 issue of
La Victoire, a New York French language paper, in
which Genevieve Tabouis interviews Karl Ulbricht, Ger-
man Stalinist leader. Tabouis asks Ulbricht if the German
Stalinists do not have to take indirect responsibility for
the brutal uprooting of 8 million Germans from that ter-
ritory which Poland is to annex from Germany, since this
annexation is to be made at the instigation of the Rus-
sians. And Ulbricht answers with a reply worthy of a
true Prussian nationalist or a rabid Nazi:

“Certainly not! The couniry really responsible for
this is Poland, THE ETERNAL ENEMY.” (QOur emphasis
—Ed.) It is this wretchedly chauvinist poeison which
German Stalinism feeds.

In a sense, then, international Stalinism is in a period
of transition: it may move fo either a more reckless and
aggressive role -if relations among the Big Three bhe-
come worse, or if some reconciliation satisfactory to
Stalin is patched up, it may return to its old war-lime
docile self. But in either case, its policies will not be
based on working class needs; in either case it will not
hesitate to utilize legitimate working class aspirations or
reactionary chauvinist prejudices to further the program

of the Stalinist bureaucrécy. That is the fundamental *

fact to be remembered in connection with its so-called
“Ieft” turn.

“Freedom from Want” - -

(Continued from page 1)

For the bulk of Europe, those liv-
ing on UNRRA bounties, the situation
is, of course, not so good as this. De-
spite UNRRA aid, which is some-
times all the food there is, consump-
tion in more than a third of Greece is
currently about 900 calories a day,
with an expected immediate reduc-
tion to 700, and a likely further drop
io 500 within a few months, Paris of
Yugoslavia, with native foods enough
to provide only a 200-calorie limit,
face imminent starvation conditions
because of a cut in UNRRA ship-
ments from March to April by more
than half, with eveh less anticipated
in May. The average food ration in
Austria is planned at 1200 calories,
probably much less in certain areas.
This is officially justified by Hoover
because it is supposed to put the peo-
ple at the same level as the Poles!
And so on, with slight vanations in
other countries.

The depth of the German “prob-
lem” is fully recognized by ogcupa-
‘tion authorities. General McNarney's
declaration that food shortages may
mean longer occupation has been
widely quoted. The U. S. Zone ra-
tion has been decreased to 1270 calo-
ries, probably about a hundred more
than in the British Zone. General
Clay, American representative to the
Control Commission in Berlin, has
declared that-existing supplies, plus
imports on the way, were merely
enough for a 915-calorie ration. The
Russian Zone reports a 1600-calorie
standard, but, despite the fact that
they occupy the breadbasket of Ger-
many, this figure is not trustworthy.
The organized Russian looting, the
number of refugees driven from
neighboring countries as well as eye-
witness accounts by those returning
from that area make this seem very
unlikely,

OTHER SHORTAGES

This brief survey has been in terms
of calories, which express only the
most ‘basie, fundamental, elementary
purpose of food consumption. This
need can be satisfactorily fulfilled by
cereal " products, particularly wheat.
But, as everyone who listens to ra-
dio advertisements knows, -also neces-
sary are fats and body-building pro-
teins, minerals and vitamins. These
are particularly important for chil-
dren and heavy workers.

Fats and auied oils, a httle less im-
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portant now than in winter, are con-
spicuous by their meagerness in the
food-deficient European countries.
The accepted normal minimum stan-
dard is 20 pounds of fat per year per
person, For the U. 8., it is generally
almost 50 pounds. For Europe, esti-
mates are from 13-20 lbs, in France
to 5 pounds in Ifaly, and 3 pounds
in Poland. The White Russian and
Ukranian Republics, while admittedly
possessing sufficient grain supplies,
have frantically appealed to UNRRA
for immediate shipments of fats and
meats. UNRRA accounts of its op-
erations, of which work in Europe is
the most important part, announces
that 46% of 'fat requirements -were
met in the second half of 1945, 3%
in the first quarter of 1946. The rec-
ord for animal and vegetable pro-
tein foods is' not much better, except
for a very fortunate small improve-
ment in dairy shipments. A few
statements from a recent advertise-
ment by a Quaker relief organization
gives some idea of the results: “Vi-
enna and Lower Austria—Fats, meats,
milk, vegetables available “only on
black market at exorbitant prices;
‘Budapest—no flour, no fats, no milk;
Poland—practically no meats or fats,
14 pint milk daily for children under
three. »

Determining lack of minerals and
vitamins is less simple. But the re-
sults of improper supplies of all these

items are readily apparent. The afore-

mentioned remark by Hoover about
Norwegian suscéptibility to disease
almost seems minor. Tuberculosis,
sometimes called the “poor man’s dis-

ease” because of its close connection
with living conditions including nu-
trition, is rampant everywhere. In
Poland, 30% of children have TB.
In Prague, Czechoslovakia, which suf-
fered less than most countries in the
war and ‘has a better food supply,
40% of a ‘sample group ‘of school
children examined had lung disor-
ders. Rickets, ‘the wvitamin D defi-
ciency disease, is extremely preva-
lent in Germany. Infant mortality
rates are 25% in Germany; 20-27%
in Austria; 25-39% in Poland; 40% in
Hungar“jh Serious epidemics of ty-
phus, influenza, ete., have been thus
far prevented only by the sufficient
use of DDT powder, innoculations,
and to some extent, sulfa and penicil-

lin. (To Be Continued)

OFF LIMITS

By JAMES M. FENWICK

DEMOCRATIZING THE ARMED FORCES

A great deal of attention has reeently been
focused upon conditions within the armed. forees.
Even Hanson W. Baldwin, the New York Times
military expert, confesses that “the scope and
intensity of the present feeling are unprecedented.”

When Baldwin says, however, that “thousands
of ex-enlisted men—and many ex-officers—hate
(and the word is used advisedly) the systems which
they served with a furious rancor” he is guilty of
misrepresentation. It is not thousands of ‘enlisted
men who hate the military routine but millions.

That the capitalist class is aware of this feeling
and is very concerned about it is evident., It is
this awareness which causes articles such as Bald-
win’s “GI Gripes—Causes and Cures” to be written,
it is this which induces the War and Navy depart-
ments to set up investigating commissions, it is
this which causes the chatter in Congress about
raising soldiers’ pay, changing the cut-of GI uni-
forms, and otherwise bettering the lot of the en-
listed man. 2

BEHIND THE REFORMS

It is not compassion which is the compelling
motive behind the interest of the capitalist class
in the welfare of the enlisted man. It is an interest
based upon the bed rock of economic and political
realities,

The most far-seeing of the leadership of the
capitalist class understand that, unlike .after
the last war, our huge standing army will not
be demobilized. It is no longer sufficient that
United States domination of the world be main-
tained solely by economic power—armed might
is needed also. And since the area which the
United States intends to police includes wirtually
the whole world with the exception of ‘Russia, the
army and navy must be large.

Unfortunately for the capitalists, whose golden
torrent of profits tapered off at the war's‘end; the
overwhelming majority of the enlisted men-in the
army and mavy are fed up with that dsngerous,
boring, and brutal slave's life.

Hence the guilty haste to make the military life
look like the Earthly ‘Paradise. g

United States capital recognizes that eventually
there must be war with Russia for the right to
control and exploit the .entire globe. The war-
weariness of the American people, and the similar:
war-weariness of the people of Europe and Asia
plus a variety of cther factors, -dictate the ne-
cessity of delaying this catastrophe for a while.
Russia, in her turn, recognizes the eondition the
U. 8. finds herself in, and bulldozes from ‘the world

-

economic, political, and military bases in prepara- .

tion for World War III, which is me\ntable unless
socialism intervenes,

It is, therefore, from the longer term perspec-
tive of a Third World War that the talk of army
reforms must be viewed,

That the brass hats will fail in thelr attempt
to make the armed forces popular institutions is
a foregone conclusion. Even when it is-_animafed
with socialist convietions, as was the Red -Army
under Lenin and Trotsky, the military: life is
hardly a pleasant one. But under .conditions of
modern warfare, in any army which is caste-
ridden, filled with inequalities, and is fighting for
obsture or invisible aims, life becomes almost
unbearable.

The fight for a democratic army is synonymous
with the fight for socialism, ‘which alone can
bring peace, and make military science a lost
craft, and war a subject exclusively for history
books and weapons exhibited in museums.
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X-Raying the Menace of Anti-Semitism

lts Destruction is the Task of Labor

By JESSIE KAAREN

In this second article of the series
on anti-Semitism, we will deal with
specific instances of anti-Semitism in
the United States and analyze the
work being done by various groups
to combat it—where they fail and
where they can be successful.

Anti-Semitism strikes at the indi-
vidual Jew in three main spheres of
life—employment, education and so-
ciety. No sooner does the Jewish boy
or girl get ready to graduate from
high school than he finds his road
ahead blocked with signs reading
“No college entrance” or “No jobs
for Jews here.” There is scarcely a
large company owned by non-Jews
that does not bar Jews. There is
scarcely an employment agency that
does not insist on the word “Jewish”
going down on the application. In the
white collar field, the situation is
particularly bad. Large utility com-
panies, banks, insurance firms and
railroad companies will not employ
Jews in their offices. Government of-
fices also restrict the number of Jews
whom they employ. One Washington
official started an open discussion in
the press a few years ago on the ne-
cessity for excluding Jews from gov-
ernment offices so as not to exceed
the proportion of Jews employed in
the population as a whole. This “ra-
tionalization” is used very often, as
we shall see later on, in order to give
a more refined tone to anti-Semitism.

Schools, colleges and universities
“are among the worst offenders, They
refuse to hire Jewish. teachers and
professors, and only in exceptional
cases do they let the bars down.
Jewish doctors are hardly ever ad-
mitted to practice in any but Jewish
hospitals. )

During the last depression, an in-
vestigator making a study of anti-
Semitism in employment applied for
100 jobs as stenographer; secretary
and accountant. She was told in 91
cases that as a Jew she was unaccept-
able.

Quota restrictions in colleges and
universities have been an open scan-
dal for many years. Several months
ago the Mayor's Committee in New
York, which is headed by Charles
Evans Hughes, Jr.,, made a study of
anti-Semitism in the schools. The
conclusions which were released in
a newspaper story and then quickly
withdrawn were that in the last dec-
ade preceding the war the percentage
of Jewish students admitted o un-
dergraduate colleges dropped by fifty
per cent. The dean of one of New
York's dental schools admitted to the
committee that he had repeatedly
been ordered by the president of the
school to reduce the number of Jew-
ish students admitted. Other college
heads admitted to the committee in
private that their schools rigidly ad-
hered to a numerus clauses, or quota
system.

DANGEROUS ARGUMENTS

Dr. Ernest Martin Hopkins, presi-
dent of Dartmouth College, makes a
frank statement on the subject: “1
was in Europe almost immediately
after the last war and practically all
with whom I talked were discussing
the danger
which had been so accentuated in
Germany by soldiers on their re-
turn finding all of their institutions
and all of their professions dominated
by a race which numbered only one
per cent of the population....So it
seems to me will be the case if, in
the vehemence of agitation on the
part of the Jews of the country for
a conferring of rights which, if grant-
ed would really constitute special
privilege, aggressiveness continues to

of racial antagonism

be carried to the exient that in the
present it is being carried....”

This is the same “logic” employed
by Prirmhe Minister Bevin in his state-
ment, “...if the Jews, with all their
sufferings, want to get to the head of
the queue you have the danger of
still another anti- Semitic reaction
through it all.” Another example is
the remark made by Lt. Gen. Sir
Frederick E. Morgan, head of UNRRA
in Germany: “...the Jews in Europe

are growing into a world force...

they all tell the same monotonous
story about pogroms....”

This mailed fist in the gloved hand
type of anti-Semitism is at present
more common than the kind prac-
ticed by Coughlin, Smith, et al. It is
the refined way of saying, “Dirty
Jew!” The men who utter these
“friendly warnings” are the same
who keep Jews out of schools, fac-
tories and offices. They are the theo-
retical leaders of the philosophy of
anti-Semitism, the men who could
become the Alfred Rosenbergs and
Robert Leys of the United States.

WHAT IS BEING DONE?

The American Council on Race Re-
lations estimates that there are over
400 agencies for the promotion of
better race relations, not to speak
of hundreds of community commit-
tees, Mayor's committees, ete. A study
of the effectiveness or non-effective-
ness of these groups' leads to the in-

escapable conclusion that the mani- .

fold activities of these organizations
are without lasting results.

The reason is very obvious. With
very few exceptions, these organiza-
tions attempt to base themselves on
all layers of the population — to
“teach” equality. They attack the
outward manifestation of ‘anti-Semi-
tism and not the root of it. There
have been some excellent investi-
gations made by liberal and special
groups, investigations which revealed
that atrocious housing conditions,
poverty, unemployment, etc., were
the cause of the trouble, But once
they expose the condition, the task
of these special groups seems com-
pleted. For none of them is equipped
to attack the evil that causes anti-
Semitism and” Jim Crowism. The
most such an all-inclusive group can
attempt is to rectify individual in-
stances of rowdyism.

During the last several years many
plans have been proposed to teach
“tolerance” ‘in the schools — the
Springfield Plan, etc. “The fatal flaw
in most arguments, that we leave to
the schools the elimination of race
confliet,” writes Ruth Benedict in her
book, Race, Science and Politics, "is
that they pose education instead of
social ehgineering. Nothing but hy-
pocrisy can'come of that program.

“Whatever is done to fasten fear
on a people of a nation, to humiliate
the individual, to abrogate civil lib-
erties, to deny opportunities, breeds
increased conflict. ..one of the great
political advantages of racist slogans
is that the underprivileged may use
them, .

“Until housing conditions of labo
and the needlessly low standards
which prevail are raised, some seape-
goats will be sacrificed to poverty.”

Another area where liberal, Jew-
ish dnd Negro organizations spend a
great deal of effort is in the legisla-
tive field. There have been some very
militant campaigns waged on behalf
of FEPC and other anti-discrimina-
tion laws. But the trouble with these
campaigns is that they tend to sow
the illusion that the government will
actually cooperate in eliminating
this social evil.

The temporary FEPC is a classic

example of failure. Not only did the
committee find it impossible to en-
force its orders, but in a very short
while it found itself whhout a Con-
gressional appropriation. The way the
bill for a permanent FEPC was han-
dled in Congress should also show
us how much confidence we can place
in our liberal “friends” in Washing-
ton. . y

What else can be expected of a
government that has its own policy
of Jim 'Crow in the Army; sends out
an anti-Semitic lecture as part of the
Army’s education program; bans such
pamphlets as “Races of Mankind”
which was issued by the Public Af-
fairs Committee from circulation in
the USO and from Army distribution,
etc,? It took a few years of agitation
before the Great Lakes Naval Train-
ing Station stopped segregating.men
by race, not to speak of hundreds of
more serious instances of racial dis-
crimination by the government.

Many more examples can be pro-
duced to prove that anti-Semitism
and race prejudice will not be out-
lawed by a government which is it-
self based on the exploitation of man.
It is also obvious that very little can
be accomplished by preaching good
will or by teaching school children
to be “tolerant.”

SOLUTION UP TO LABOR

What effective weapons are there,
then, for fighting anti-Semitism and
racial diserimination, short of over-
turning the system and seiting up a
socialist democracy?

The answer is implied in the results
obtained from certain direct actions
of labor unions and labor organiza-
tions. Racial prejudices tend to be
erased as men work together for
common goals, for in such action they
learn that they all have the same
class enemy. Unfortunately the CIO
and the AFL do not have strong
enough programs for rooting out race
prejudice and tend to leave the initia-
tive in this work in the hands of these
very liberal and racial groups which
are by their organizational set-up
weaker than the unions are. In those
instances where the problem has been
attacked vigorously and’ directly,
there have been some very good re-
sults.

Though the Mayor's Committee in
Philadelphia was ineffective in.han-
dling the anti-Negro riots in the
transit strike, the CIO was able to
educate its membership to a point
where six months after the strike,
Negro drivers were taken for grant-
ed and a Negro was elected to union
office. This does not excuse the union
for having neglected to correct the
irouble before, but it does prove what
can be done. The National Maritime
Union also does its “educational”
work directly on the job. If a sea-
man refuses to sail with a Negro, he
must either let himself be persuaded
or give up his union card. When any-
thing unpleasant oecurs on the ship,
a meeting is called and again either
the offender is won over or leaves
the union.

The PAC is also successful in get-
ting Jewish, Negro and other workers
to forget their prejudices and work
together. But the trouble with that
group is that it is interested only in
getting out the vote for old-line par-
ties and lobbying for legislation. It
doesn’t take advantage of the excel-
lent opportunities that exist for
welding all working class groups into
one solid whole, into an independent
Labor Party which could aggressive-
ly fight all forms of race discrimina-
tion.

But the fact remains that it is only

within labor unions and working
class political parties that workers
learn their first big lesson in class
solidarity. Omne strike action that
brings Negroes, Jewish and other
workers together in the fight or one
joint picket line in front of a fascist
meeting can do more to erase the
“Jews killed Christ” fiction than a
. “million-dollar good-will campaign.

The militant picket line in front of
the hall where Gerald L. K. Smith
did his rabble rousing in Los Ange-
les last July—a picket line in which
the Workers Party had a proud share
—is a good example of class solidar-
ity. Its message was direct. It ex-
posed anti-Semitism as the catch-all
employed by fascists and their capi-
talist backers to sell the workers
Nazi terrorism and a lower standard
of living.

It is from actions of that type that
we can draw optimism for the fu-
ture. For, if workers can be aroused
to the danger of fascism on such
short notice as they had in Los An-
geles, we know they will understand
the need to organize workers' defense
guards against the fascist anti-Semi-
tic hoodlums when worsening condi-
tions call for that action.

Nuremberg, Germany.

Internatjonal Military Tribunal
Nuremberg, Germany
Esteemed Chief Justice:

The petition, also signed by representatives of the
Workers Party and the editor of LABOR ACTION,
requests a hearing on the frame-up charges made by
the Russian government during the Moscow Trials
that Leon Troisky and others were conspiring with
Rudolf Hess, one of the Nuremberg defendants, to
provoke war with Russia. A similar petition has been
sent to the Nuremburg Tribunal by the Revolutionary
Communist Party (Trotskyists) of England. The let-
ter containing the second list of signatures follows:

Chief Justice Sir Geoffrey Lawrence

We respectfully wish to eall to your attention our
petition of March 26th, requesting the interrogation
of Rudolf Hess and the presentation of documents
relating to the charges made in the Moscow Trials of
*1936-1938, alleging that Leon Trotsky and other de-

Petition to Nuremberg on Trotsky
Gains Thirty-Four New Signatures

John Dos Passos, novelist, Harry Lundberg, presi-
dent of the Seafarers International Union, Professor
Maynard C. Kreuger of the University of Chicago
and N. Chanin of the Jewish Labor Committee are
included among thirty-four additional prominent sig-
natures to the petition, already published in LABOR
ACTION, which is being directed to the International
Military Tribunal conducting trials of the Nazis at

Soviet Union.

reply from you.

Allan Nevins Professor of History, Columbia Uni-
versity; Alex Rose, Secretary, Liberal Party; Mark
Educational Director,
Workers Union; John Dos Passos, writer; Katherine
Anne Porter, writer; Harry Lundberg, President, Sea-
farers Int'l Union; Willlam E. Woodward, writer;
Helen Woodward, writer; Eugene Lyons, writer; V.
T. Thayer, Director, Ethical Culture School; Dr. Paul
M. Limbert, President, Springfield International Col-
lege; Jean Stafford, writer; Professor Maynard C.
Kreuiger; Elinor Rice, writer; Elizabeth Bishop, poet;
Lucy P. Carner; Sarah Cleghorn, writer; N, Chanin,
Jewish Labor Committee; Dr.
Brooklyn College; Elsie L. Picon; Margaret B. Ma-
lone, Women's Int’l League for Peace and Freedom;
Professor and Mrs. Horace A. Eaton; Devere Allen,
Socialist leader; Israel Knox; McCallister Coleman,
writer; Allen Tate, writer; Dr. Rufus E, Clement,
Atlanta University; Witter Bynner, writer; Rev. Hen-
ry H. Crane; E. E. Benedict, Woodworkers Union;
Irving Salert, Jewish Labor Committee; Lionel Abel,
writer; Mary Felton; Pavid C. DeJong, writer. (Titles
given for identification only.)

Starr,

April 22, 1946,

-fendants had dealings with the leaders of the German
Government with the aim of inciling war against the

Permit us to inform you that we have the addi-
tional signers to our petition listed below; and also
to call to your attention that we have received no

Respectfully,

Int'l Ladies Garment

Howard A. Hintz,

Seeds of World War Ill in UN Quarrels

By WALTER WEISS

During the week before Easter the
propaganda war in the United Na-
tions Security Council between the
American-British bloc and Russia
was resumed full blast. So heavy was
the barrage of noble sentiments and
legal technicalities on both sides that
many ordinary citizens had their at-
tention diverted from what the shoot-
ing was about.

THE IRANIAN CASE

By the time the Security Council
was ready to discuss the Russian de-
mand for dropping the Iranian affair,
a new Russian ambassador in Iran
had, after a drawn-out process of
“persuasion,” induced Premier Gha-
vam hot only to grant Russia oil con-
cessions but also to “cooperate” in
many other ways. Finally under Rus-
sian pressure, Ghavam even reversed
his former position to the extent of
withdrawing the ‘Iranian complaint
before the Seclirity Council.

The American and British govern-
ments, seeing<in this development a
triumph for Russian political influ-
ence in Iran th'git meéant far more than
any oil ¢ gsions, decided to win
at least a ‘“moral victory” before
world public opinion. They came up,
therefore, with the theory that the
parties to a case, once it had been
submitted to the Council, could not
withdraw it.

The Russian representative on the
Council, Gromyko, thereupon took
the noble position that the American-
British attitude vitlated the sover-
eignty and independence of Iran. He
argued in all seriousness that the
Iranian government had the right to
make up its own mind to be “friend-
ly” with Russia. He accused the
Americans and British of frying to
use Iran as “a pawn to be placed
according to moves in a game.” It is
all too clear that Gromyko's accusa-
tion is true, but true of the Russian
side as well. It is clear, also, that
the game is being played on a world
scale and that Iran is only one of
many pawns.

On the intervention of the Russian-
backed Secretary General of the

17 Quotas Topped Near Drive End

By REVA CRAINE, Press Manager

As this column is being written
there are just. two more days to thg
close of the LABOR ACTION Sub-
seription Drive. In the next issue of
LABOR ACTION we shall have a
complete round-up of the grand to-

.tals and the achievements of the
Workers Party Branches in the
drive. Right now we are waiting for
the final scores to reach us.

The New York Local has achieved
ithe largest quota, over 2,000 subscrip-
tions, and its Subscription Drive di-
rector assures us that more subscrip-

: t{ions are on the way so that by May
1 the Local will have gone over the
top by a substantial margin. At its
May Day meeting, the New ¥York
drive will be officially closed and the
prizes to the highest sub-getters will
be presented at a special ceremony.

The San Pedro Branch this week

fulfilled its quota and informs us that

one comrade alone obtained 81 sub-:

scriptions in the drive. Los Angeles
wired us that its quota has been
achieved in a final LABOR ACTION
mobilization. \

Special mention must be made of
the Newark Branch, which last week
had already gone over its quota by
some 25 per cent and in the closing
week .of the Subscription Drive came
in - with 66 additional subs, thus
bringing it to nearly twice its origi-
nal quota. The newly organized New-
ark Branch has every right to be
proud of its achievements!

In closing the Subscription Drive
we are not in any way relinquishing
our intention of continuing to boost
the circulation of LABOR ACTION
—we are merely ending a period of
intensive activity "organized by the
branches of the Workers Party. Sub-

Name

LABOR ACTION
114 West 14th S+.,N. Y. 11, N. Y.

SUBSCRIPTION: 35 Cents for &§ Mos.

GoodiOnly Until June 15

60 Cents for 1 Year

Address

-City

Zone. ... State....___________

getting remains an everyday function

- of every member of the party as well
as every reader and supporter of the
paper.

In the coming weeks, while we are
making the final preparations for the
NEW LABOR ACTION, the Eight-
Pager, we are going to concentrate
on getting renewals from those whose
subs are expiring or are about to ex-
pire. As soon as the enlarged LABOR
ACTION appears regularly in June,

the subscription rates will be raised
to 50 cents for six months and $1.00
for one year. Until June 15, howevwver,
the old rates of 35 cents for six
months and 60 cents for one year will
remain valid, and subscribers who
renew between now and that date
can take advantage of this offer. Send
in your renewals promptly! Make
sure that the new Eight-Page LA-
BOR ACTION gets to you every
week!

Week Ending

Branch Quota April29 Total Per Cent
Akron 200 1 205 102.5
Boston 10 63 630
Chicago 350 9 391 111.7
Denver 25 - 25 100
Hibbing 100 1 T 181 181
Los Angeles 250 50 254 101
Louisville ' 50 [ 58 116
Muskegon 25 28 112
Newark 4. 150 66 268 178
New York . . 2000 117 2009 100.4
Reading ____ 5 rrs 91 121.3
San Francisco 200 6 247 123.5
Sl Pedbe oo e 250 30 251 100
Streator __ 25 34 136
Seatile 200 210 105
St. Louis 25 £ 33 136
Youngstown 25 B 40 160
Baltimore _. 10 6 ‘60
Buffalo 200 11 82 41
Cleveland 100 H o s 23 23
Columbus 25 § e 11 44
Detroit 1000 ! 47 720 72
Oregon . - 10 9 90
Philadelphia . 500 2 "307 63.5
Socialist Youth League _ . 75 20 26.6

340 5610 112.2

Totals "

Council, Trygve Lie, the question of'
the Council's power to keep the
case on its agenda was referred to
the Committee of Experts of the
Council. These experis, believe it or
not, divided eight to three, exactly
as had their superiors, in favor of
the Anglo-American viewpoint.

THE SPANISH CASE

In the meantime, Russia -has
,launched a counter-offensive, follow-
ing the same tactics which she used
at the previous Council meeting in
London. This time, through her satel-
lite Poland, she has demanded that
all the United Nations break rela-
tions with Franco's fascist govern-
ment. L

This demand puts the American .

and British governments in a ticklish
spot before the people of their own
countries and of the world in gen-
eral. The British representative ar-
gues that his government dislikes
Franco very much but that nothing
can be done, according to the UN
charter, about the internal affairs of
any nation, unless a threat to inter-
national peace and security is proved.
Stettinius, for' the United States, says
that he is ready to be convinced but
is unwilling to plunge the poor
people of Spain into another civil
war,

Well-informed reporters agree that
all the legal talk before the Council
does not touch the true heart of the
situation. “U. 8., Britain Do Not
Want Communism on Iberian Penin-
sula,” reads a headline in the author-
itative New York Times. The article
explains that the American and Brit-
ish governments would be glad to see
an end to the embarrassing Franco
but fear that the Spanish Communist
(Stalinist) Party would get control of
the government and bring the vitally
strategic Iberian (Portuguese-Span-
ish) peninsula into the Russian
sphere of influence.

The Stalinist Daily Worker, for its
part, complains that American im-
perialism, determined to have a sira-
tegic and economic foothold in west-
ern Europe, prefers Franco to a dem-
ocratic and radical government that'
would cooperate with France (and,
need we add, Russia).

it is perfectly apparent that Spain,
if Franco’s barbarous regime were re-
moved and replaced by a new gov-
ernment, whether dependent on Rus-
sia or on the U. S. and Britain, would
still be a threat to peace in the same
sense that it is now a threat to peace,
in the same way that Manchurja and
ten other places are a threat to peace;
namely, because it is and will con-

Trotsky Book Critic
To Be Subjected to
Criticism by LA

After several years of suppression,
Leon Trotsky’s book, STALIN, a
biography of the Russian dictator,
has at last been published. The re-
views of this book in the capitalist
press were the usual mixure of igno-
rance and prejudice, but one of them
went beyond the bounds of simple
critical decency. In the newspaper
PM, Frederick Schuman wrote a
completely Stalinist review of Trot-
sky’s book. We have no space in this
issue of LABOR ACTION to com-
ment on it, but in the next issue
there will appear an article by Irving
Howe on Schuman’s review. Waitch
for it!

' READ AND SUBSCRIBE TO
"THE NEW ™ INTERNATIONAL

e N\
NEXT WEEK:

WORLD FOOD CRISIS
By William Barton

tinue to be a vital point of interest
to the two great imperialist bloes that
are in conflict with each other,

TELL TRUTH ABOUT OTHERS
We may expect, as time goes on,
that the two imperialist groups will
more and more be driven to expose
‘each other's imperialist aims. In the
Spanish case, the British delegate has
already reminded Gromyko that
Franco was not alone in his willing-
ness to deal with Hitler. Without
mentioning Russia, he thus attacks
Stalin's pact of 1939 with Hitler at
the expense of Poland. In the future
we may yet hear from some British
diplomat a reminder of the famous
statement by NMolotov and other Stal-
inists that fascism is, after all, a mat-

ter of taste and nothing to start a war
about. The Russians, for their part,
have walready started in their own
press’ a campaign not only against
British imperialism in all parts of
the world but also against American
imperialism in China, Japan, the
Philippines, and elsewhere.

Whose charges are true? They are
all true. The two sides tell some of
ihe truth, if not about themselves, at
least about each other. Once the
workers of the United States and
other nations realize this, the prop-
aganda in the UN Council, in the
press, and over the radio will no
longer serve as psychological prepa-
ration for war against rival impe-
rialists but as a call to overthrow all
;"w imperialist governments,

Let’s Reach 75%
Of Goal Next Week

By NATHAN GOULD, National Organizer, Workers Party
Streator is a small town in the southern Illinois coal mining fields. The

“Workers Party Local there dates to the founding of the Workers Party. Strea-

tor is the kind of a branch which does a great deal of party work and which
says very little about its accomplishments. For two months of the Fund Drive
we heard nothing about the drive from our Streator Local. This week, the
branch came through with 100 per cent fulfillment of its quota. With the
check for $25 came a list of ten workers who had contributed toward the
$15,000 drive. Streator now joins Hibbing, Baltimore and Newark—all 100

per cent branches.

This week brought us a total of $762 toward our $15,000 goal. Total re-
ceipts to date: $9,817.18 or 65 per cent of our quota. One month remains.

The most spectacular rise this week was made by the Cleveland and Seat-

tle Branches., Cleveland, Ohio, with a contribution of $58 advanced 29 per

cent to 50 per cent fulfillment, and moved from 18th on the list to 13th. Seat-
tle, with a $92.82 contribution, advanced 30 per cent to 83 per cent of ful-

fillment.

- San Francisco kept the West Coast pot boiling with a contribution of $115,
taking its place among the branches which are ahead of schedule. Detroit's
contribution of $136 for the week carried thal branch forward- 11 per cent to
42 per cent of its quota, and Chicago’s $60 contribution inched Chicago for-

ward by 6 per cent.

One month left of the drive. ]f'lyour branch percentage is under 67 per
cent of fulfillment, your branch is behind schedule, Every branch should be
75 per cent fulfilled by the printing of the next issue of LABOR ACTION.

Only $5,182.82 to reach $15,000.

Branch Quota

1. Hibbing, Minn, .. $25.00

2. Baltimore, Md. ... .. . 50,00

3. Newark, N. J. _ 500.000

4, Streator, INl. . 2500

5. Boston, Mass. oo 50.00

6. New York, N. Y. .. 5000.00

7. Seattle, Wash. . _. —. _ 300.00

8. San Francisco, Cal. . 500.00

9. National Office ... 3550.00

10. Buffalo, N. Y. ... 200.00
11. Reading, Pa. .. 50.00
12. Akron, Ohio ...__________ 500.00
13. Cleveland, Ohio ... 200.00
14. Youngstown, Ohio —. 150.00
15. Chicago, Il ...~ . 1000.00
16. Los Angeles, Cal. ... 600.00
17. Philadelphia, Pa. . - 350.00
18. Detroit, Mich. _.. . 1250.00
19. San Pedro, Cal. - 400.00
20. Louisville, Ky. ... __ 200.00
21, St. Louis, Mo. ... 100.00
Totals ... $15,000.00

Total
This Week Contribution Per Cent
$00.00 $45.00 180
00.00 50.00 100
00.00 500.00 . 100
25.00 25.00 100
6.00 45.50 21
234.50 4241.00* 84
* 92.82 251.30 83
115.00 349.38 T0
00.00 2162.00 60
00.00 110.00 55
00.00 27.00 54
- 00.00” 265.00 53
58.00 101.00 50
00.00 70.00 46
60.00 450.00 45
15.00 270.00 45
00.00 155.00 44
136.00 525.50 42
10.00 149.50 37
00.00 25.00 12
0(_].00 00.00 00
762.00 9817.18 65

*CORRECTION: Last week’s listing of the total contribution of N. Y. should
have read $3996.50 instéad of '$3966.50. Since this was a lypographical error,
the-total in the column remains unchanged since that total does include the
$30 omitted from the N. Y. “total contribution” listing.

Name

-WE ARE GOING TO HAVE AN EIGHT-PAGE PAPER!

The thousands of dollars required to make this advance must come
from our readers. We appeal to every reader to send us a contribution
to make the expansion possible. Fill out the blank below and send it to
us at once. Make all checks and money orders payable to LABOR AC-
TION, 114 West 14th Street, New Yerk 11, N. Y.

Address

City
Amount $

Zone State ...

W
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