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No. 1 Lesson of the GM Strike:

By ERNEST ERBER
National Educational Director, Workers Party

Thousands of the readers of LABOR ACTION first came to read
our paper during the war years. The paper appealed to them be-
cause it told the truth about wartime profits, about the Little Steel
formula, about the no-strike pledge and about the need of labor
to have a party of its own. They came to rely upon LABOR AC-
TION for a “line” in the many tactical turns of the struggle.

But the steady reader has come to demand more than this. He
has come to demand answers to the more basic questions. Why
must the working class, which produces the wealth of the nation,
constantly fight for sufficient wages to maintain a decent standard
of living? Why is there poverty in the midst of plenty? Why must
we live in out-dated and run-down buildings when there is enough
material. and skilled labor to construct decent homes for everyone?
Why did we fight two wars to “end all war” with the third one

d Ourselves

A man who will allow himself to be trampled
upon by a brute in uniform is no Ionger a free
man; he is a slave.

A man who will not defend his rights against
Gestapo violence, be it in Hitler Germany or Gen-
eral Electric Philadelphia, is a man enslaved.

These are observations that come immediately
to mind after the bloody assault of 1500 armed
cops on men and women exercising their demo-
cratie right to picket.

We think that the Philadelphia workers who
defended themselves against assaull understood
this. They did fight back. They did try to stand
their ground. They have called upon the entire
Philadelphia labor movement to back them up.

. 'Something, however, was missing. And we think
the Philadelphia workers will understand this.
Against organized violence there must be organ-
ized defense. By organized defense we mean
WORKERS’' DEFENSE GUARDS organized by the
UNIONS to protect labor from fascist attack.

It makes no difference whether this fascist at-
tack is directed by fascist hooligans serving Gen-
eral Electric's interests, or gauleiters in police
uniforms serving General Electric’s interests. Gen-
eral Electric has at its disposal the injunction and
police machinery of the capitalist state. Where this
is insufficient, as labor’s long history of struggle
demonstrates, the big industrialists are prepared to
hire armed mercenaries paid for by the company
instead of by the city. Where that too is insuffi-
cient they will finance and organize fascist bands.

Labor has only its own stirength, and that is
more than sufficient to beat back attack. Ten thou-
“gand workers, led by union-organized Workers'
Defense Guards, are more than a maich for any
1500 thugs, regardless of the color of their uni-
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form, brown or black or blue, There are more of
us. If we but act together there is no body of or-
ganized ecapitalist scum on earth that can defeat
us.

There were veterans on the Philadelphia picket

“line. They were in the very first ranks of the line.

Labor has eveéry reason to take heart from this
wonderful sign. It proves that veterans have not
permitted themselves to be indoctrinated by the
brass hats’ hateful anti-labor propaganda.

These veterans are men whe know something
about fighting. They were taught how. They were
taught how to fight in the interest of imperialism.
They will know how to fight in the interest of
labor,,

Not so long ago they were told that they had
to fight for the “American way of life” against
faseist nations which would deny them this way
of life. Presumably the American way of life
meant the right to earn a decent living for a man
and Ris family, the right to strike, the right to
picket,’ the right to assemble freely, the right to
speak’ freely.

Very well. We'll say nothing for the moment
about, 'how they lied to the people and above all
to the' soldiers who had to fight the war. We'll
pretend to take them at their word. Is therg, then,
any ,réason why these men should mnot fight as
vigorgusly for this same way of life here? Does
it make any difference whether this way of life is
menated from without or within?

We say it is a wonderful sign that veterans
were in the front ranks of the picket lines. We
think: they will know how to fight in defense of
our rights with their brothers and sisters in the
labor movement.

It____i;krémains for the unions to organize this de-

AN EDITORIAL

fense so that it will be most effective. Those union
leaders who try to counter the reactionary policies
of the Republican Pew city administration by pid-
dling with the local Democratic Party machine
will not plan such a defense themselves. (It was
the Democratic Party Kelly-Nash machine in Chi-
cago that directed the infamous Republie Steel
massacre.)

It becomes the responsibility of every worker
and every worker-veteran in Philadelphia to raise
this guestion in his union and in every assemblage
of workers. It becomes his responsibility to insist
upon the organization of Workers’ Defense Guards.

This is more than a Philadelphia matter. Gen-
eral Electric may be more outspoken than other
big industries in its efforts to crush labor by in-
junction and brute force. The court and police
machines of Philadelphia or New Jersey (where
there has also been anti-picket violence) may be
particularly amenable to industiry’s wishes. Other
industries, and other city administrations, do not
dare to loqse Philadelphia’s kind of -Hitlerite vio-
lence against workers today. In Detroit, for exam-
ple, they know that labor is too powerful.

But the problem is the same everywhere. To
the extent that they can, they will {ry to destroy
our unions. If General Electric is successful, others
will be emboldened. If they do not dare at this
moment to use the police force, they will scheme
and plot to build fascist organizations like Gerald
L. K. Smith's. The problem is the same, the need
is the same everywhere.

We are not slaves. We will not allow ourselves
to become slaves. It is our right to demand a de-
cent standard of living with the weapons that are
ours—unions, strikes, picket lines. Il 15 our DUTY
to dafend this rl.ght

Philadelphia Daily News Staff Photos

BULLETIN BY WIRE

PHILADELPHIA, March 6—General
Electric Company promises not to use
injunction to hire scabs, giving “iron-
clad assurance” to this effect. This
constitutes first and partial victory
for GE strikers. Mayor Samuel, who
promised to intercede for right of
strikers to parade, reneged by pass-
ing buck to Sheriff Meehan, who
turned down request.

Four local unions voted to support
call for general strike in behalf of
GE and Westinghouse siriking locals.
Other locals still balloting are ex-
pected to endorse general strike call.
CIO Industrial Council is sponsoring
this referendum for a general strike.

Monday and Tuesday this week
hundreds of pickets continued lo ga-

ther in the vicinity of. GE plant. Po- "’

lice refused freedom of assembly,
broke up all gatherings and forced
pickets over Philadelphia County
boundary line into Darby. Police
have established 2 cordon across
Cobbs Creek, preventing any attempt
to enter Phrladelphia by picket pa-
rade,.

Saul Waldbaum, union attorney,
filed suit in Federal Court in name
of Clayton R. Dechant, president of
Local 199, and others to enjoin the
Philadelphia police and Mayor from
stopping parade and charged viola-
tion of legal right to assembly. Wald-
baum’s suit . charged an “unlawful

conspiracy” by city and county offi-
cials. He charged White, UE national
representative, and others were “cru-
elly beaten while in custody in the
presence and full view of top city offi-
cials.,” i

Nineteen arrested strikers ecome to-
day for court hearing., Next steps in
electrical strike are legal tests by
union for its constitutional rights and
a general strike vote being conducted
by the Industrial Council,

GM Strikers Hold

Pickeft Line

DETROIT, March 3 — Seitlement of
the 103-day General Motors strike
hinged today on the reaction of the
corporation to the proposal of the
UAW-CIO that the three remaining
points of dispute be arbitrated.
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Since this article was written, GM
turned down the UAW-CIO’s offer of
arbitration. The union later offered
to poll the strikers by referendum
on whether they would go back to
work for GM's offer of an 18%-cent
increase, or on the condition that the
dispute be submitted to arbitration.
GM rejected this too. Conciliator
Dewey has proposed nothing, having
apparently exhausted his bag of
tricks.

N ! g

Intact

The UAW-CIO proposal was that
both the company and the union ac-
cept the verdict of an arbitrator to

be appointed by President Truman.'

The decision of the arbitrator would
be made  public within 45 days, ag-
cording to the UAW proposal.

Here is a summary of the events
that led to this latest development
in the GM strike:

After weeks of negotiations, GM
and the UAW-CIO remained far
apart, with the corporation officials
pressing to get the UAW-CIO to ac-
cept a contract similar to those
signed at Ford and Chrysler.

The “final” offer of the corporation,
made last Thursday, included accept-
ance of maintenance of membership
and an- 18% cent hourly wage in-
crease. This offer was rejected unan-

(Continued on page 4)

OLITICAL ACTION IS LABOR’S NEED!

FOR WORKERS DEFENSE]GUARDS

If We Do Not Defen
Against Violence, We Are Slaves!

ﬁy EMANUEL GARRETT.

For more than a hundred
days the General Metors work-
ers have been out on strike. For
these more than hundred days
they have carried the ball for
the entire labor movement.

Theirs was the dramatic
challenge to big business which
initiated the strike wave. The
demands they made upon Gen-
eral Motors, and the spirit with
which they pressed them,
blazed a trail which pointed tq
a real. victory net eonly for
themselves but for all of laber.
Hundreds of thousands of
weorkers have gotten 18V1
cents without a day's loss of
work because of the heroic
struggle of the GM strikers.

It is not the fault of the
ranks, who in over a hundred
hard days have proved the

worth of their convictions, that

wage raises are averaging 1814 cenis
instead of the 30 cents or more re-
quired by labor. Nor is it their fault
that these wage gains, in steel, meat
packing and other industries, are be-
ing eaten away by price increases.

It is the fault of their leadership,
of Murray and the others, who
showed themselves supine before the
pressure of the Truman Administra-
tion, If today the auto workers ha\vp
been compelled to retreat on their
demands and propose arbitration, it
is not because they were incapable
of 'winning the entire GM strike pro-
gram. It is not because the steel
workers, for example, would not

(_Contlnned on page 4)

Philly Unions Vofe’ on General Strike

 PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—On Feb-

ruary 27 -and 28, after 42
days and nights of peaceful
picketing by United Electrical,
Radio and Machine Werkers,
Local 119, the picket lines were
charged by 1,500 Philadelphia
cops. Pickets, many of them
women, many of them veterans,
were clubbed, kicked, beaten,
run over, arrested and jailed in
an effort to enforce a court in-
junction against mass picket-
ing. ' g
S \
The Philadelphia Local of the
Workers Party, 1105 Walnut Stireet,
has ordered 6,000 copies of this issue
of LABOR ACTION for distribution
to the GE strikers and Philadelphia
workers,

AN i

In the sixth week of a strike
marked by good morale, mass
picketing and high determina-
tion to win, the attorneys for
the giant monopoly went to

(Continued on page H)
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ager Needed for Socialist Education!

already in sight? Why were millions of lives and billions in prop-
erty sacrificed in a war “against the fascist aggressors” if dictator-
ship, tyranny, oppression and aggression continue to rule the world
today?

What is fasmsm, what causes it; who supports it and how can
we end it? Can capitalism be made to work? Are we headed toward
real prosperity or toward another depression? What about Russia?
Does it hold out any hope for the working people? Why do the Sta-
linist! puppets like Browder and Foster act the way they do? If
there is no socialism in Russia, just what is socialism? How can
we achieve it? What do the lessons 'of 'history teach us about the
struggle of the working class for liberation from economic oppres-
sion?

LABOR ACTION has tried to the best of its ability to deal with
all these questions. But it has seldom been able to do more than
touch upon them. IT COULD DO NO MORE IN FOUR PAGES.

Coe e i et S e e e e |

The immediate and pressing problems always came first. Yet our
readers are right. We need more than the answers to the questions
of the day. The daily press of the capitalists, with its circulation of
tens of millions, can swamp us here. But there is one field in which
it cannot touch us. That is the field of SOCIALIST EDUCATION,
the basic answers to the questions posed above. Once the worker
has come to understand the scientific method of socialist analysis,
the lying and tricky propaganda of the capitalist press cannot mis-
lead him.

] r .

We need a LABOR ACTION that can do a complete job of so-
cialist education. A six months’ subscription must become a six
months’ course in scientific socialism. For this we need an EIGHT-
PAGE paper. The way to get it is to ring the bell in the $15,000
Fiind Drive. We have no advertisers or “big money” backers. We
operate without making a profit. It's up to our readers. What do
you say?

1

i P i e U il

The first issue of the eight-page paper will a.ppear on June 17,

On April 1 a sample copy of the eight-pager will appear so that all

our readers may see for themselves what a great advance this ex-
pansion will represent.

The thousands of dollars required to make this advance must
come from our readers. We appeal to every reader to send us a con-
tribution to make the expansion possible. Make all checks and

money orders payable to LABOR ACTION, 114 West 14th Street,

New York 11, N. Y.

Name

Address ...

City Zone State

Amount $______.
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[NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

Take General Strike Vote in PhilaJelphia --

"‘(Continued from page 1)
court fo seek an injunction. It
was granted to them Thurs-
day, February 21, by. Judge Fin-
letter, notorious for his injunc-
tions against labor in the past.

The union's first respense to

this action of the corporation’s

legal servants came on Monday,
February 25, when over 1,000 pickets
answered: the callifor a mass line in
front of the plants at 7:00. aum, The
workers were keenly aware that they
must break the injunction in order
to win, Pickets from the striking
Westinghouse Local 107 joined the
GE line. Morale was high. Few cops
were present, and the picketing con-
tinued. without incident.

Again on Tuesday the mass line
assembled and walked the two. block-
long ecircle without incident. The
pickets chanted lines from the song
“Talking Union” —“The boss looks
out the window and what does
he see, but a thousand pickets and
they all agree—He’s a bastard, unfair,
bet he beats his wife.” “We can't be
licked with this kind of a line,” was
the sentiment of the pickets.

COPS OUT ON WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday, facing the strikers,
on each side of the wide street on
which"GE extends for three blocks,
were 1,500 cops, mounted, on foot, in
red cars and ‘motorcycles—the great-

, est number of police mobilized in one

area-in the history of this ecity. This
army of cops was out to protect the
interests of the monopoly million-
aires against the unarmed workers
who had only their strength and de-
termination to win.

The 1,500 pickets assembled in
Buist Park, three blocks from the
plant, to prepare a march past the

plant on Elmwood Avenue. In the
* vanguard were veterans from Local

119, Behind them ranged the ranks
of UE Local 119 (GE), Local 107
(Westinghouse), 'Local 113 (Exide)
and additional men from Baldwin,
SKF and other plants.

At the end of the planf the order
was given to turn, No more than ten
or twenty ranks had turned about
when the mounted cops came charg-
ing down the street and ploughed
into the front column of the GE vets.

“The Battle of Elmwood Avenue”
was on. The clubs started to swing,
the horses forced the pickets to one
side of the street. The cops charged
viciously into the group of vets clus-
tered about the flag. The vets fought
but were finally pushed back,

In the midst of this central melée,
a group of militants from Local 107
—the now famous “Minute Men of
107"—bolted out of the group and ran
for the fence around the plant to
attempt to form a line again. This
small group was cut off by another
charge of the Cossacks. These men
and a few others, seven in all, were
arrested and lield incommunicado.

After the main parade was com-
pletely broken up, the motorized and
mounted cops chased the pickets
down the streets for several blocks
and into private homes, swinging
their clubs on their selected victims.
The brutality of the cops had won
the day for them. The pickets then
went to the police station to demand
the release of their comrades. Those

on the outside could hear the faint
strains of “Solidarity” from the seven
in the jail. After a few hours the
men were released on a writ of ha-
beas ¢orpus, and the men went to
their union halls to prepare for an-
other day.

“BATTLE OF THE BRIDGE”

On Thursday the pickets began to
gather in Buist Park again from 7:00
o'clock on. This time the police
would not even permit them to as-
semble, but forced them to move on.
They walked a few blocks away into
Darby (out. of Philadelphia county)
and there assembled their forces for
another march. Again the veterans
were in the vanguard. Behind them
came the Minute Men of 107, and in
close order the marching -workers of
GE, Westinghouse, Philadelphia
Transportation Co., other UE and
steel locals and members and vete-
rans of the Workers Party. 3,500

men and women marched, wary and
waiting for an attack.

" Quietly they moved down the main
avenue; trolleys were stopped; traf-

Calif. Jim

BERKELEY, Calif., March 2—It was
a busy night in the palatial Berkeley
Bowl at 2777 Shattuck Ave., in Berk-
eley, Calif. The big balls were rum-
bling down the glisféning expanse
of all sixteen alleys. The gallery. was
filled. with would-be players waiting

for their turn. Every now and then.

a party would finish playing, and the
loud-speaker would call out the
waiting number of the next party.

“Number 36” boomed out the loud-
speaker. Five or six people got up
from the spectator seats, walked up
to the manager’s desk and got their
score-sheets and bowling shoes. The
pins were already set up in the alley
assigned to .this party. They selected
their balls, lifting them and trying
them out for weight and finger-hole
comfort. The first player rolled his
ball, and knocked down seven' ping
And then a strange thing happened.

The ball was not returned by the
pin-boy. In fact, the pin-boy seemed
to have disappeared, and the lights,
which are always on when an alley
is in use, went out.

The party sat down and waited.
Perhaps the pin-boy had gone out
for a smoke? Members of the party
lit up cigarettes. They finished their
cigarettes . . . still no pin-boy. Final-
ly, a couple of them went up to the
manager and pointed out that there
was no pin-boy to serve them. The
manager said, “T'll go see what hap-
pened to him.” The party waited.
After a while the manager returned.
“He has knocked off for the evening,”
he said. Members of the party locked
at their watches. It was only tien
o’clock. Still two hours before the
bowl was to close, and the gallery
full of people waiting to bowl. “Well,
we'll take the next available alley,”

they said. The manager looked sullen, -

but said nothing.

After a few minutes another party
finished their game. No sooner had
they left than the lights over the al-
ley went out, and the pin-boy disap-
peared. By ten thirty or eleven
o'clock ten alleys out of the sixteen
had closed down for the night. The
gallery was still full of people wait-

fic halted; neighbors came out to
watch or join the marchers; occa-
sionally the wvets would start shout-
ing slogans or singing songs..“Rome,

+ Berlin, Tokyo and now Philadelphia”,

“GE can’'t run Philadelphia”; “All
we want is a raise in pay.” “Did we
fight the fascists to get clubbed by
cops?” Groups sang “Solidarity” and
“Hold the Fort.”

. Block by block they marched. At
each corner they saw hundreds of
cops in cars blocking.the way. Sud-
denly a weak link in the police cor-
don was found: The parade turned
sharply, howled over the few foot
cops who stood in its way, knocked
the clubs out of their hands and
proudly marched on.

At the end of the street the strikels
met another solid police barricade,
marched directly up to it, and turned
left. The tension was tremendous.
The strikers were quiet with.hesitant
expectaney — not knowing what
would come next. The parade closed
ranks and proceeded until it came
to the bridge at 65th Street and
Paschall Avenue. The path looked

open. Not a cop in sight. Suddenly a
column of -mounted cops at full
charge led by motorcycles at full

. speed tore over the bridge, into the

ranks, clubs swinging. The strikers
fought with bare hands against
horses, clubs and motoreycles. They
fought heroically, with courage born
of their sense of solidarity. Every
man in those ranks will long remem-
ber those courageous moments of
fierce siruggle.

The forces of law and order; 1,500
trained soldiers of the corporatiomns,
against unarmed men and women
seeking 'a wage raise, led and organ-
ized in battle array by the notorious
police Labor Detail, were ferociously
enforcing the property rights of the
corporation against the human right

to a decent living, the right to a de-,j

cent wage, the right to assemble free-
ly, the right to strike and picket.

+ The men broke through the cops,
and then attempted to reform their
forces to continue the march. But
the “heroes on horseback” pursued
relentlessly. They selected Wvictims
and chased them for blocks. The foot

Crow Bowls 300

ing to bowl, and the party with num-
ber 36 was still waiting for a pin-boy
who would serve them.

They went to talk to the manager
again. “We are still waiting to bowl,”
they said. “I can't help it if the pin-
boys won't set pins,” he answered.

“But is it customary for the boys’

to knock off at ten thirty?" they
asked. The manager continued to an-
swer like a broken record: “If they
won’t set pins, they won't set pins.”

This was on Monday, February 18.
The {following Monday, the same
Mysterious Goings On repeated
themselves. Only this time there were
two parties who seemed to paralyze

* the pin-boys. In the Berkeley Bowl

each boy sets pins in two alleys. But
when either of these two parties
would try to bowl in an alley, the
boy would suddenly discover that
all he could really handle was one
at a time, and as chance would have
it, it was not the alley in which these
parties were trying to bowl

Again the manager was informed
of the situation, and the broken rec-
ord came on as before. “If they won't

set pins they won't set pins.” By -

nine thirty on the second Monday
night, four alleys were closed, the
lights out, no pins set . . . and the cus-
tomers were waiting in the gallery.
What was it about these partic-
ular parties which made the pin-boys
knock off for the night, or decide
that one alley at a time was enough
as soon as they showed up? They
looked like ordinary, people. They
were quiet and well-behayed, neither
disorderly nor drunk. In fact, they
were so much like all the other bowl-
ers that no one in the Berkeley Bowl
seemed to notice them till the lights
started going out over the alleys
where they were trying to bowl. No
one, that is’ except the manager and
his employees, the pin-boys. It is
quite possible, of course, that the
manager, on looking closely, may
have noticed that among the mem-
bers of these parties-were a few Ne-
groes. But surely this observation
could have had nothing to do with

closing down ten alleys one night and
four another while the gallery was
still full of customers waiting to
bowl? . .. Or could it?

L]

Friends of LABOR ACTION in
Berkeley are very interested in the
Mystery of the Berkeley Bowl. This
Bowl is only a few blocks from a
large colored residential section, yet
it has been observed that no Negroes
play there. In fact, as far as can be
determined, the only iime when the
Mysterious Closings-Down take place
is when there are men and women of
color who wish to rattle the ten-pins.

Furthermore, a large subscription
drive for LABOR ACTION .is being
conducted in this neighborhood. We
“strongly urge all readers of LABOR
ACTION, and particularly Negroes,
to gather their friends and go down
to the Berkeley Bowl every Monday
night at 8:00 p.m. sharp to see this
Mystery for themselves. Get a num-
ber from the manager, even if he
tells you there 'will be a two, three
or four hour wait for your alley. The
chance are you ‘won’'t have to wait
nearly that long. LABOR ACTION
would like fo find out whether, if
enough Negro or mixed parties furn
out on Monday mnights to be assigned
to all alleys by 8:00 or 8:30 p.m., the
whole Bowl might not close shop for
the evening.

Not only LABOR ACTION, but al-
so the American Civil Liberties
Union and the NAACP are inter-
ested in this mystery. Mysteries like
this need no Sherlock Holmes to un-
ravel them. A little publicity ‘and a
lot of colored apd white people to-
gether going down there regularly
on Monday nights can do a lot of
unraveling. And if the Mysterious
Happenings continue, we might even
be able to get the slow-grinding ma-
chinery of the law to take a hand.

So, readers of LABOR ACTION in
Berkeley, come down to the Berkeley
Bowl at 2777 Shattuck Ave..at 8:00
p.m. every Monday night. Together
we can solve the Mystery of the
Bel‘keley Bowl

police acted as an infantry in,the
mopping-up operations.
DEFENSE GROUPS NEEDED

In dispersed groups the men dis-
cussed the rout. They wanted a
planned defense, an organized strat-
egﬂy. leadership .on the spot. Above
all they. spoke of the need for or-
ganized and carefully planned de-

fense groups. The men saw as clear’

as day that the police, the govern-
ment and the company were acting
together. The rights of the workers
were nothing when opposed to the
million dollar property rights of the
corporation. The judges, the sheriff,
the police, the legal and military arms
of the government, were op'poseﬂ to
them for asking for their human
rights. They spoke of “driving out
the drones in City Hall—come No-
vember.” They talked of “putting our
boys in office,” of the need for labor
political action.

The union leadership is attempt-
ing to deflect this understanding into
support for the Democratic Party
as against the present Republican ad-
ministration. The men might well
ask: “Is the Democratic Party sup-
porting our strike and defending our
picket lines? Is it in any way differ-
ent from the anti-labor Republican
administration? Are the cops’ clubs
any softer in the cities run by Dem-
ocrats, like New Jersey City and
Newark?” Injunctions are issued in
Democratic New Jersey, too. Picket
lines need defense guards. In poli-
tics workers need a party of their
own—an Independent Labor Party.

On that same night the Philadel-
phia Industrial Union Council met to
discuss the events. They passed a
resolution calling upon the locals to
prepare for general strike action and
wired Philip Murray to come to Phil-
adelphia and authoerize such an action
on the part of all the Internationals
involved. Not a voice was raised in
opposition fto the proposal. This soli-
darity was an expression of the de-
sire of 'the ranks for a real show of
strength. A union veteran from New
Jersey said: “God, if I had known,
there would have been 10,000 vets
jamming the ferries from Camden.”

But solidarity alone is not enough.
It only signifies . the determination
of the workers to win the struggle,
their readiness for a showdown with
the forces of reaction. Clarity of
thought and action are required for
victory. A new program is a neces-
sity. The .men know now that the
fight of a worker anywhere is their

fight, that a fight for higher wages

now involves the intervention of the
government. They must learn that
the necessary conclusion is to replace
the capitalist government by a work-
ers’ government. They know now
that the picket lines are our weap-
ons. If militant action is the themg
of the picket line, if defense guards
are formed for their protection and
if a labor party is formed to act as
their political voice—then victory is

assured. Out of it will come a new_

labor government for Philadelphia—
an aggressive and aroused movement,
alive to the issues at stake in the
fight of any worker any place.

Finds No Prosperity

In Texas, Oklahoma
Editor:

I have just returned from a hitch-

Hiking tour of Texas and Oklahoma
..am of the opinion that my obser-
vations might interest you.

War prosperity in these regions,
by and large, is definitely a thing of
the past. Only in Dallas did I find
any particular . demand for labor...
and this demand was for dishwashers.
Dallas has the same problem as many
other cities; farm workers who came
to the factories and refuse to return.

The wage scale for cowhands runs
from $75 a month to’ $150 for a fore-
man. At times a room is included in
this, but never furnishings or food.

The boll weevil seemed to be active
in North Texas this year and has
taken a good amount of the cotton.
This section has much very rich land
and the units of production are large
business farms, or plantations. The
sharecroppers are farther east. But
the prosperity of the plantations de-
termines the prosperity of the small
villages and workers to a large de-
gree. The prospects are far from
bright, particularly when it is con-
sidered that there are still many
years of surplus cotton stored in the
government warehouses,

The land turns from rich black
loam to dirty red clay almost at the
Texas-Oklahoma border. The houses

~ are small, frame, unpainted affairs

and it is obvious that the people liv-
ing in that vicinity haven't. known

‘ prosperity for many, many years.

To the north there are great oil
fields owned by Cities Service, Gulf
and other eastern corporations. I
talked to two men who worked in
the field east of Seminole. Their top
pay in recent months had been $150
per month and they were skilled
workers, Two weeks before our con-
versation six out of their crew of
fourteen men had been laid off. Vet-
erans were not getting their old jobs
back.

I spoke to a truck driver who was
working only three days a week. He
sat on a wooden box before his ram-
shackle house and mended a pair of
worn-out boots. He said he wasn't
married; since getting out of the serv-
ice he-hadn’'t been able to save up
enough money.

In Laredo waitresses usually get
$14 for a 56-hour week, food includ-
ed, This works out to about $9.00
cash, or something less than 25 cents
per hour. Wages at the two best ho-
tels are somewhat higher—$12 per
week plus food.

A college graduate to whom I spoke
in a North Texas town of about 35,000
population claimed that he could
have any one of six jobs—all paying
$21 a week. He had enlisted in the
Navy for three years, explaining that
it was impossible to live on the $21
and support his wife.

In Austin and Dallas, Texas, and in
Oklahoma City I was asked to regis-
ter two names at the hotels where I
first stopped. They refused to rent
their rooms unless I paid the OPA
price for two instead of myself alone.
In Fort Worth I decided to hit the
bottom in accommodations and stayed
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in what would have been a 10-25-
cent flop house some Yyears ago. I
shared the room with three other
people and paid $L50 for the privi-
lege; it was designed for twelve, two
in a bed, but it was evidently a slow
night. .

P.S—I note that Pic (the maga-
zine for young men) shows a picture
of a bedroom and suggests “chests,
shoe and storage cabinets and dress-
ing table, painted‘light raspberry to
match carpet, palest pink walls and
flowers.” That, LABOR ACTION, is
why your circulation isn’t what it
should be: you fail to inform the pro-
letariat that bedrooms should be
painted palest pink and raspberry.

Yours,
John M. Barb.

Disputes Points
In China Article

‘Dear €Comrade:

In a recent issue of LABOR AC-
TION, an article by Comrade Gates
on the subject of the alleged “civil
war” in China refers to Yenan Prov-
ince (that section of China domi-
nated and controlled exclusively by
the Chinese Stalinists) as an exten-
sion of Soviet Russia; that is, pre-
sumably, a bureaucratiqally collecs
tivized territory similar to the Bal-
tic states in Europe.

“This statement, as can be verified,
is not correct. In their area of China,
the Stalinists have mnot nationalized
(or even distributed) the land; they
have not collectivized the slight in-
dustry that exists; nor have they ex-

propriated the local landed gentry or
bourgeoisie. They have treated their
areas in much the same manner as
traditional Chinese War Lords, re-
taining the social structure of semi-
feudal, capitalist China. I refer the
interested reader to a lengthy article
in “Science and -Society,” Fall, 1945,
pages 309 to 317, “The Government
of Yenan,” by Yung-Ying Hsu;’also,
the various books of Edgar Snow on
China. The Chinese Stalinists oper-
ate in a political and social “bloc”
with the landowners and merchants.

Of course, this has nothing to do
with the political correctness of Com-
rade Gate's article, in which it was
demonstrated that the “civil war”
in China had nothing whatever in-
volved in it worthy of the support
of China's workers and peasants, but
it is important to understand. fully
what the Chinese Stalinists are up
to, and how they conduct themselves
even at “home.” Now that they have
fully capitulated to Chiang-kai-shek
on the question of the new govern-
ment (even to the point of endorsing
the phoney “Democratic Assembly”
appointed by Chiang’s party!), and
the question of a possible “civil war”
has vanished, it is worth knowing
that these people have not the slight-
est clalm to any pretext of “progres-
siveness.”

Comradely,
HENRY JUDD

Dear Comrades: .
It is impossible for me to take up
the argument made by Comrade Judd

e & o _

on whether or not nationalization or

- collectivization has actually taken

place in the Yenan province. The ref-
erence to it in my articles was based
entirely on the claims made in the
Stalinist press in this country and on
observations of some fellow travelers.
My present circumstances make it
impossible to check this material.
Assuming these claims, the point of
my article was to show that it could
only follow the pattern of Stalinist
nationalization and collectivization
which would not make it ipso facto
a basis for the support of Stalin’s Chi-
nese representatives in what some
people mistakenly refer to as another
Chinese “civil war.” :

But Judd is wrong when he says
that the Chinese Stalinists have “ful-
ly capitulated to Chiang-kai-shek” in
any of the fundamental senses in
which he indicates. Nor has the ques-
tion of a “possible ‘civil war' . . .
vanished.” On the contrary, all of
these things are inherent in the sit-

\ - .
uation. Circumstances also prevented

me from following up my original
article so that I might show that the
agreement reached between Chiang
and the Stalinists was’only provision-
al. This could have been ascertained
from a careful reading of the Stalin-
ist press in general and the articles
of their new “international expert,”
Joseph Starobin, who warned against
any jubilation over the announced
agreement. The attitude of the Stalin-
ists was: we will wait and see. There
is nothing in their conduct which is
in conflict with Stalinist internation-
al politics.

ALBERT GATES
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By GEORGE WHITNEY

AKRON, March 4—The United Rub-
ber Workers, CIO, and the repre-
sentatives of the Big Four rubber
dompanies, Goodrich, Goodyear, Fire-
stone and U. S. Rubber, have reached
agreement on the URW seven-point®
program which originally demanded,
among other things, a 30-cents-an-
hour increase, a 30-hour work week,
night shift bonus, ete,

From the information that was re-
leased .to the URW membership yes-
terday, it would appear that most of
these points were dumped by the
conservative international leadership,
in order to get an 181 cents an hour’
increase with 12 cents of it retroac-
tive to November 1. This 18% cents
really represents considerably less to
the rubber workers than the insuffi-
cient 18% cents won by the steel
workers because of the shorter work
day in effect in the rubber industry
here.

On-the-job rates are to be nego-
tiated at plant levels between local
unions and their respective com-
panies to adjust obvious inegualities
in rates. They also gained agreement
to double time pay for work done on
Sundays and national hohdays Thls
gain, however, while fine in prmclple,
does not represent much in this pe-
riod, since. there is almost no Sund_ay
work scheduled fox production work-
ers. Maihtenance workers alone come

under this provision today because of..

the drop-off in production.

PRICE RISE NEXT
In return for the 18% cents the

joint union negotiating committee .

gave. up the.demand for overtime for
everything over six hours a da_y' and
36 hours a week, gave up the demand
for an additional night shift bonus
and agreed to allow the rubber com-
panies to submit the 18% cents agree-
ment to the National Wage Stab:h-

URW’s 18.5¢ Will
Vanish in Price Rise

zation Board for approval so that
they may demand price increases.lo
“adequately” cover the wage raise.

The Akron Beacon Journal said in
its headline story: “Office of Price
Administration officials have been
notified of the rubber wage increase
agreement and are ready fo lconsider
immediately price increases on the
basis of it.” It is also reported that
the 1815 cents will stand inespecﬁre
of any decision by the stabﬂj,lainn
board concerning what portlon of! it
may be used .as .the basis of request
for price increases by the comp

Of one thing everyoné may Hast
assured—the full 18% cents will be
allowed by the board as a good and
just reason to skyrocket prices. The
representatives of the Big Four rub-
ber companies may well have' had
guarantees of this before they agreed
to ‘give 18% cents to the U'RW

In the face of this we recall fo
mind the ﬂmmolal status of lwo of
the Big Four as reported in their
financial statements for the past
year. Goodyear’s net profits of $15,-
136,816 were only about 367000 Iess
than in 1944 in spite of the fact that
$2,500,000 was set aside for reserves.
Goodrich’s net income of $12,313,501
was nearly $300,000 higher’ th;m in
1944. There can be no qnestion of a
real ability to pay for more than the
gains registered by the union.

‘That the rubber workers yielded
their seven-point program in win-
ning, the 183%. cents that will be wiped
out by price increases is ‘the result
of timid and conservative leadershih
This Jeadership had nelther the couir-
age nor the foresight to make such
demands as the GM workers made
when they said: “We wan‘l; a wage
increase without any price incréase
and if you say you can't pay it then
we demand you open the books so
that we may investigate how you are

running the busmess
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Workers Part;

AKRON
“I'rade Unlonism and Soclalism?®
A six-week class.
Albert Gates, Editor of L. A.
Instructor

Tuesday evenings at 8. For informa-
tion write to Bill Ford, Box 221, Ak-
ron, Ohio.

BUFFALO
~ HEADQUARTERS at 639 Main St.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1703 West Madi-
son 8t.,, Room 3, Chicago 12.

Telephone: CHesapeake 5798,

Office Hours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday. Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings. °

DETROIT

Detroit Workers Party announces a
six-week
WORKERS PARTY SCHOOL
March 6 to April 13
Wednesdiys 7:00-8: su—Public Speak-
ing and Current Events. Instructor,

Martin Harvey, LABOR ACTION
staff writer. S
Wednesdays: 8:30-10 P.M.—The Role

of the Trade Unions. Instructoer,
Ben Hall, Detroit OIHanfzar of the
WP,

Baturdays: 2:30-4:00. PM-——Wha(t 1s
Trotskyism? Instructor, Irk,ury
Judd, author of “India in Revolt.”

Saturdays: 4:00-5:30 P.M.—Hlistory of
the American Labor Movement. In-
structor, Robert Stiler,

Fees: 650 Cents per six-week course;

. free to striking workers,
Enroll now at Labor Action Hall,

3773 Gratiot (at Mt. Llliutt) Office

hours: Monday-Friday, 11 am. to 3

p.m.; SBaturday, 1 to 5 p.m.

LOS ANGELES

100[’[‘!(:9. 127 South Broadway, Room

Office open daily i1 AM. to 3 P.M.
except Friday and Bunday. Open eve-
ning: Wednesday 6:00-8:30.

Class in ABC of Marxism, Haul
Draper instructor. Alternate Wednes-
days, 8§ P.M., Feb. 27, March 13, March
27, ete. h

Next Embassy
Sunday, March 10.

NEWARK

LABOR ACTION HEADQUARTERb
in Newark at 248 Market St.
Forum at 8:30
Friday, March 15: UNO—New Arena
for Power Politics
Speaker: Robt. Shaw

NEW YORK CITY

CITY OFFICE—114 West 14th St.,
—open all day until 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thuraday
—open until 10 p.m.

;‘;UNDAY, MARCH 17, members and
friends of the Workers Party are as-

Monthly Forum:

sembling at the places listed below
to go out and obtain aubacriptions mr
LABOR™ ACTION:
276 Fulton St., 3rd fAoor, Brooklyn.
2143 Seventh Avenue, Room 106
Manhattan.
114 West 14th Street, 3rd floor,
Manhattan.

BROOKLYN BRANCH, Workers
Party, Thursday, March 14, 8:30 p.m.
THE AUTO AND s'l:lmﬂ DYNAS-
TIES (The Story Behind' the Strikes),
1. Vietor, Laber Secretary,;’ Worltérs
Party, Local New York. Place: 276
Fulton Street, Third Floor.

YORKVILLE BRANCH, Workers
Party, Thursday, March 14, 8:30 p.mh.,
THE UNO AND POWER POLITICS,
H, Fenwick. Place: Mozart Hull, 328
East 86th Street, Third Floor.

CHELSE.& BRANC}{ Workers
Party, Wednesday, Matrch 13, 8;30 p.m.
THE AUTO AND STERL DYNAS-
TIES ('Phe Story Behlnd the Strikes),
E. Victor, Labor' Secretary, Worlers
Party, Local New York. Place: 300
i West 26th Street, 2nd Floor.

BROOKLYN BRANCH, Workers
Party. Wednesday, Ma.reh 13, '8:30
p.m. THE UNO AND POWER POLI-
'TICS, H. Fenwlick. Place: 276" Fulton
Street, 3rd Floor.

HARLEM BRANCH, Workers Par-
ty. Wednesday, March 13, 8§:30 p.m.
SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY, Irv-
ing Howe, LABOR ACTION ' Staft,
Plade: 2143 Seventh Avenue, Room
106, The general public i invitdd to
join us in our educational ahd Qjs-
cussion meetings on Wednesday eve-
nings at 9 o'clock. The headquarters
are also opeh on Mondays' and Fri-
days for informal dlscussions. use of

+ 'the library, ‘ete. All are welcome.

QUEENS BRANCH, Workers Par-
. ty. Thursday, March 14, 8:30 p:'m.
SOCIALISM "AND DEMOCRACY. Irv-
ing Howe, LABOR ACTION Stafr.
Place: To be announced next weék
New York Workers Party Sq:hoﬂ
Classes are now beginn]ng Comie ‘to
the School on class nights and régls-
er
1—Program of the Workers Party.
Tuesdays: 7:30-8/45 P.M.
2—Social Forces In An:rerlcnn His-
tory.
Tuesdays: 9:30-10:15 P.M.
d—Theories of Trotskyism
' Fridays: 7:30-8:45 P.M.
4—DMarxist Economics.
Fridays: 7:30-8:45
5—The World Today.
Fridays: 9:00-10:15- P.M. .
6—The Negro in Labor History,
Fridays: 9-00-10:15 P.M.

-

Py e

All sessions at Labor Temple, 14th -

Street and 2nd Avenue.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS, 1105 Walnut 8t.

SAN PEDRO

LABOR ACTION HALL, 1039 So.
Meyer St.

L ]

For informalion of other Workers
Party branches and LABOR ACTION
offices, write to the National Office,
114 West 14th St., New York 11, N. Y.

THE NEW

~J. R. Johnson
SINGLE ISSUE—25¢

INTERNATIONAL
For February Is Now on Sale

The Crisis in France—Editorial

England and Its Labor Government—Henry Judd

The Pope Needs America—James T. Farrell

Women, Biology and Socialism—Miriam Gould

On the Tempo in Europe—Felix Morrow

Repliés to Questions—Albert Goldman

Historical Retrogression or Socialist Revolution?

The New Infernational, 114 West 14th Streef, New York 11, N, Y.

I'EARLY SUBSCRIPT]ON—$2 00
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Getting Righteous About Russia

While every American worker has an ear
cocked to the anti-labor actions of the govern-
mental servants of big business—the Case bill
the rash of m]uncnom, FEPC filibustering, ete.—
he is likely to be deaf to the machinations of gov-
ernment in the current game of international
power politics. Organized labor is vigilant and

. bold in its economic struggles. It is beginning to

devélop avhigher social consciousness in domestic
politics: It retains a blind dpot in world politics.

Yet in this Atomic Age, in this era of the inter- *

national division of labor, what happens to the
world labor movement is of decisive importance
to U. S. labor.

The hired representatlves and diplomats of
big business comport themselves in the interna-
tiohal ‘arena in the same fashion as‘'they do at
home: they defend the interests of capital against
the little people of the ‘world. The workings of
U, ‘8. foreign policy are perhaps most difficult to
expose, because hér imperialist methods are most
subtle and hér path is everywhere paved with dol-
lars. She has had, least of any country, to resort
to outright seizure, military intervention and the
type of unconcealed imperialist rule that Britain
and, more latterly, Russia have found necessary.

It is in such a context that Secretary of State
James F. Byrnes can sound off to this ‘effect:

“We have no right to hold our troops in the
territories of other sovereign states without their
approval and consent....No power has a right to
help itself to alleged enemy properties in liber-
ated or ex-satellite countries before a reparations
séttlement has been agreed upon by the Allies..
We must not conduct a war of nerves to ach:eve
strategic aims.”

‘This speech of Byrnes, abetted by those of Re-
publican ‘Sendtor Vandenberg and Truman’s eon-
sifltant, John Foster Dulles, was directed to Rus-
sia, whose interests collide with those of the U. B.
Byrnes’ outspoken declaration is the culmination
of a series of Big Two wrangles, compromisés and
horse-tradings that have been aired at ¥alta, Pots-
dam, the London conference of the foreign min-
jkters and the meeting of the United (!) Nations
Organization. These guarrels signify that the de-
feit of the fascist natioms, while it removed one
set of éombatants, did not end the imperialist rival-
_ries, 'but that, as LABOR ACTION and the Work-

* ers Party have always maintainad these conflicts

are inherent in capitalism.

Not that Russia and the United States can risk
the danger of war tomorrow. Not while the mem-
ory of over 60,000,000 casualties is still fresh in the

_ minds of the millions of people who were duped

into supporting the Second World War because it
would destroy the “aggressor” nations. Also, the
vietors need a breathing spell, they need time to
digest the spoils of war. Hence, the conflicts among
them are now confined to peaceful means: mobil-
jzation of public opinion against rivals, spy-scares,
diplomatic threats, brandishing the atomic bomb,
ete.

. The main weapons of the United Siates in the
conflicts over profitable markets and sources of
raw materials are her great wealth, backed by a

supreme military might.and her technological su-

Ll

periority, which enables her t{o produce cheaply

and swamp her competitors. Hence she wants an

“open door” in every sphere of international trade
/ to permit her economic penetration.

Britain, the junior partner of the U. S, is try-
ing desperatel‘).r to cling to her colonial holdings,
where her favored position and empire agreements
counterbalance her technological backwardness
and financial bankruptey. -

Russia, a unique imperialism, based upon ecol-
lectivized property 'in a relatively backward and
undeveloped country, has to employ the primitive,

predatory methods of plunder against which -

Byrnes inveighs. Her major weapon in the current
conflict is the “Communist” Interpational, a black-
mail instrument of Stalin's foreign policy.

The sorest points of conflict are at present in
Manchuria in the Fay East, and in Iran in the Mid-
dle East. Russian armies are present in both areas,
and Stalin is reluctant to order them out. Byrnes
shouts: no troops in “sovereign states without their
approval and consent.,” But what about American
troops in China? Ah, but we have the “approval
and consent” of Chiang Kai-shek. If only remains
to be pointed out that this dictator’s hold upon the
Chinese imasses is cemented with' U, 8. financial
and military assistance. Byrnes can afford to be
righteous in defending the interests of U. 8. capi-
tal and ordering Russian withdrawal from our pre-
serves in China, that vast source of profitable
trade for the big corporations.

'Russia is also reluctant to withdraw her troops
from Iran, the world’s fourth ranking producer
of oil, where the U. S. and Britain already have
concessions, Russia may even come close to get-
ting the “approval and consent” of the sovereigns
of that impoverished country which has too long
suffered the blessings of oil imperialism.

But Byrnes says nothing about the presemce of
British troops in every corner of the far-flung
British Empire. What about India, Mr. Byrnes?
What about Indonesia, Indo-China, Egypt and
Palestine, where the masses of the people are
throwing bare bodies, hand-made bombs and rifle
fire against tanks and Spitfires as a signal of their
“approval and consent” to the presence of British
troops? (And, likely as not, every time a native
fires at a British Tommy, he may shoot a U. 8. sol-
dier or hit a U. 8. tank made in Detroit.) Didn’t the
Atlaniic Charter promise self-government to all
peoples; Mr. Byrnes?’ .

And what about Russia's grabs prior to the end
of the war? Were the “consent and approval” of
the Poles, the Yugoslavs and the Baltic peoples
obtained for the presence of Russian troops there
and the forcible annexation of those countries to
the bureaucratic collectivist empire of Stalin? Or
are they merely Russia’s “reward” for participat-
ing in the Allied camp in the war?

We can’t expect anything but hypoecritical mut-
terings from Mr. Byrnes. But the organized labor
movement should realize, its responsibilities inter-
nationally. It owes allegiance to its own class,
abroad as well as at home. It should inscribe on its
program, first, the return of all U. 8. troops from
foreign occupation duty. It should demand imme-
diate freedom from imperialist domination and
the right o{ self-government of all colonies.

NEW YORK LECTURE:

CRISIS IN FRANCE

Sunday, March 17,8 P. M.

HOTEL DIPLOMAT -
108 West 43rd Siru_i

Near 6th Av'dnplo

®
CRISIS IN FRANCE TODAY

and

75TH YEAR OF THE
PARIS COMMUNE

Speakers:
‘NATHAN GOULD
National Organizer, Workers Party

EMANUEL GARRETT
Editor, Labor Action

SOCIALISM—The Hope
of Humanity
By Max Shachiman
National Secretary of the Workers Party

24 Pages 10 Cents per Copy

What Is Behind the Situation
in India Today?
Read
INDIA IN REVOLT
By Henry Judd
96 Pages ) 25 Cents per Copy

Order from

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14th Sireet New York 11, N. Y.

AID THE
GENERAL
MOTORS
STRIKERS

L ]
. dren, veterans—all those courageous men and
women who man the General Motors picket
. lines—are carrying the ball for all of organ-
i;eél labor, and the consuming public as well.

* For over 100 days they have gone without
worl: and without wages — in an effort to
heighlen wages, and keep prices down. Now
they are all on Hu_alr uppers, some of them sell-
ing their basic household necessities. '

e It is up fo every reader of LABOR AC-
TION to assist them. Union members, call upon
your local to send funds to aid these ‘heroic
men and women. Many of you have already
recgwed wage increases without a day off, be-
cause of the efforts of the GM strikers.

GM STRIKE CDMMITI‘E‘_E, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

The heads of families, mothers of chil-

Send contributions to:

BESDESIR R - e RS et
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On February 4, in Freeport, Long
Island, a boom town of the war in-
dustries, a policeman killed two Ne-
gro boys and wéunded a third. They
were brothers and all either at pres-
_ent in the armed forces or recently
discharged. It was cold-blooded, de-
liberate murder. The consequence was
an explosion of social tension. Im-
mediately after the shootings, the po-
lice found it necessary to throw a
cordon around the Freeport bus, ter-
minal, and men with tommy guns
and tear gas were placed at strategic
points to “await a possible uprising
of local Negroes.”

Today the nation as a whole is fur-
ther startled by what has taken
place in Columbia, Tenn. A Negro
woman and her son, Jimmy Steven-
son, a Navy veteran, resisted slan-
der and attack by a white man, Word
spread in the Negro community
(known as Mink Slide) that the
whites were coming to the settle-
ment.to get Stevenson. Stevenson
took shelter in the home of neigh-
bors and the rest of the Negro com-
munity mobilized to resist the ar-
rest, which they feared would end
in a lynehing. The police came to
Mink Slide with pistols blazing.

Between 8 p.m. Monday, February
25, and 8 a.m. Tuesday, a bloody riot
raged in Columbia. Armed Negroes
swarmed fo the defense of the Negro
district, barricading their stores and
homes. Policemen, National Guards-
men and State Guardsmen not only
raided the homes and businesses of
the Negroes, but riddled them with

machine guns. Among the arms used
by the Negroes were many which
had been brought back from Europe
by discharged Negro veterans. Cap-
tured were six double-barreled shot-
guns, nine single barreled shotguns,
one German machine gun, several
knives and many hundred rounds of
ammunition.

When the toll was taken Tuesday
morning, there had been ten - per-
sons wounded, four policemen, four
white townsmen and two Negroes.
Over 65 persons were arrested, all
Negroes. Armed bands of whites ram-
bled through the town. Five hundred
guardsmen patrolled the streets.
While the white administration of
‘Columbia was promising the Negroes
that these guardsmen were for their
protection as well as for that of the
whites, two of the Negro prisoners
were murdered in the jail.

WHAT THEY SIGNIFY

I want to draw attention here not
only to these incidents themselves
but to what they signify. It is clear
that such explosions are evidence
of a tremendous underlying sooial
tension Trevolving around the race
question. Observers in Harlem and
in other towns report that evidences
of the feeling which preceded the
explosions in 1943 are once more
noticeable. This time, however, the
presence of Negro veterans, trained
in the use of arms, some of which
they have brought with them, creates
the possibility of bloody conflicts on
a scale exceeding those which took

of the Nation

Precpiort and Columbic. Murders

By“j. R. ja/tnd_cn

place when the soldiers were away
from home.

It must not be thought that the in-
cidents and their repercussions are
confined {o Freeport or -Columbia.
Negro communities all over the coun-
try are seething with indignation.
The NAACP and other Negro organ-
izations are as wusual protesting
mightily but doing nothing to mo-
bilize the great masses of the Negro
people in demonsfrations which can
give effective force to the rage which
consumes them.

The Workers Party joins in the
protests which have arisen from all
party of the country among whites
and Negroes alike at these examples
of American capitalist vandalism, For
the time being I shall quote the last
paragraph of my' column of Febru-’
ary 25 which dealt with the attempts
of Negro veterans in Alabama to ex-
ercise their voting rights.

“Among these Negroes are some of
the forces for the socialist revolution
in the United States. For the moment
their consciousness may be circum-
scribed within the limits of their own
special problems, but they are men
who have seen the world and have
been trained and disciplined in a
hard school. With flexibility and un-
derstanding, the revolutionary move-
ment will not find it difficult to share
the trials which await them and
bring them fo the knowledge that
nothing but the overthrow of bour-
geois society will give them fnll
demucratw rights.”

Indians Retreat - - Temporarily

.

By HENRY JUDD

‘The great struggle of the Indian
seamen of the Royal Indian Navy has
been temporarily quelled by over-
whelming force, and the efforts of
the Indian people to win their: free-
dom have shifted elsewhere. The ,;sea-
men have been forced to surrender
and return to work, despite the ef-
forts of the people of Bombay, Kara-
chi and New Delhi to come to their
assistance.

The revolt has received a setback
but the seamen have not been defeat-
éd—they have retreated. The strike
committee has announcd it would im-
mediately renew the struggle if a
single one of their comrades is pun-
ished or victimized for their actions.
Meanwhile, a general sfrike in the
harbor city of Madras, by the tex-
tile workers, -took place in s@ipport
of the Indian seamen, while revolts
were likewise reporied among sol-
diers of the Indian army. The strug-
gle for India’s independence .is by
no means over!

But, at the same time, we must rec-
ognize the fact that never was a rev-
olutionary struggle so betrayed and
sabotaged: as was the week-long re-
volt of the Indian seamen! The 7,000
sailors who, defying the threats and
violence of the British, organized
their committiees of action, went out
into the streets of the harbor cities
and demonstrated in face of the police
and British troops, these 7,000 sailors -

4
Jinnah,

were openly sold down the,river by
the " reactionary and conservative
leaders of the Congress party and
by the Moslem League.

leader of the Moslem
League, called no rallies and made no
efforts on behalf of the sailors. He
stood aside and now offers his ser-
vices  as a lawyér for any Moslem
seamen who may be tried by courts-
martial!l The Congress leaders—in-
cluding the so-called “socialist” Neh-
ru—went even further.

The Congress bffered itself as an
“intermediary” between the British
and -the Indian seamen, at the same
time urging the sailors to surrender,
go back to work, and “arbitrate”
their grievances. The leaders openly
condemned the demonstrations, riot-
ing and defensive actions against
British brutality on the part of the
people. Addressing a crowd of 250,000
people in Bombay, Nehru condemned
“last week’s anti-British rioting” and
declared that the people who led the
movement were “counter-revolution-
aries!”" What a wvile slander this
amounts to—the 200 to 300 sailors
and workers of Bombay who died
under British guns were “counter-
revolutionaries,” who — to further
quote this would-be Kerensky of -In-

‘dia—“were destroying their own goal

of independence.”

Instead of supportil}g the seamen,
calling upon the Congress Party

Yalta Secrets Come

The secret deals made at the Yalta
Conference by Roosevelt, Stalin and
Churchill seem to have no end. Every
few weeks a new “secret of Yalta"
is produced. We list the latest:

1. The decision to give Russia three
votes in the United Nations Assem-
bly, and 2, the decision to give the.
United States three votes in the
UNA.

These two decisions are now re-
vealed to have been made at' Yalta
on February 11, 1945. But on March
4, 1945, Secretary of State Stettinius,
who was present in Yalta when the
above decisions were made, brazenly
told newspaper reporters that “All
nations will have one vote each on
a basis of sovereign equality.”

When rumors began to leak out
about the three-vote deal,” Roosevelt

was forced to admit it in the news-
papers. A howl went up 1mmed1ately
Roosevelt pIayed smart, switched po-
sition on three U. S. votes, and said
he had no control over Russia’s de-
cision.

Stettinius rushed into prmt at that

time with another statement that
“The only other decision reached at
Yalta and not made public in the
Crimea Conference communiqué re-
lated to initial membership in the
international organization when it
meets, and to trusteeship.” But events
since have proved that the Stettinius
statement was so far from the truth
that one wonders why he didn't stick
to his usual diplomatic double-talk
instead of making an outright state-
ment like that.

3. The exchange of letters between
King Ibn Saund of Saudi Arabia and
Roosevelt in which Roosevelt prom-
ised he would take mno action with
respect to Palestine. The King even-
tually produced the Iletters and
shocked the Zionists, who had Roo-
sevelt’s assurances that he would
support a Jewish homeland in Pal-
estine.

4, The deal to give Russia the Ku-
rile Islands if Russia entered the war
in the Pacific. Stettinius forgot this
little deal when he made the state-
ment guoted above. A slip of the

masses for demonstrations of sympa-
thy and solidarity—in a word, any-
thing that would help their cause—
these leaders, both Congress Party
and Moslem League, lined up with
the British authorities and openly
sabotaged the people’s struggle. This
is the basic reason why the British
succeeded, once more, in clamping on
the lid and why they can report a
return to “normality” in -the cities.
The Congress and Moslem leaders,
of course, were particularly anxious
to quiet matters because the new
Cripps Mission is about due to arrive
in India. Since they desire only a
peaceful “solution” to the India crisis,
they are anxious to have a calm, or-
derly atmosphere for their political
negotiations.

_But, as has been demonsirated in-
numerable times in the past, the un-
derlying factors remain and will not
permit such a compromise. The de-
mand for independence, the great
misery and poverty of the country,
the hatred of the British exploiters,
the threat of hunger and famine, the
eritical land situation, the unemploy-
ment of the tens of thousands of
workers made idle by the war’s end—
all these and innumerable other fac-
tors make a revival of the seamen’s

mutiny and a continuation of the
struggle, inevitable. The revolt of
India’s 7,000 sailors will go down as
a great event in India’s freedom fight.

OFF LIMITS

By JAMES M. FENWICK

General Bradley, administrator of Veterans
Affairs, recently made public figures on veterans’

unemployment which are of more than Passing
interest.

There are 1,000,000 veterans unemployed. In
addition, there are 1,500,000 veterans who are “not
yet actively seeking work.” Further, Bradley re-
vealed, “the unemployment rate' for veterans in
the labor force is about three times as high as
the rate for the civilian labor force as a whole.”

The first point of interest is that despite the
enormous stridgs made in industrial reconversion
and despite the large market for consuniers Boods
which exists, United States capitalism is proving

" unable to furnish work for all those who desire’it.

Already United States labor is beginning to feel
the effects of the enlarged and improved plant
equipment created during the war—improvements

which were made at the expense of the necessary
working force.

What is foreshadowed here is the permanent
army of unemployed which characterizes capital-
ist production in the United States even during the
best peace-time years.

THE VETERANS’ PROBLEM

The second point of interest is that unemploy-
ment among veterans is three times as great as
among the civilian labor force as a whole. This is
due not only to the competitive advantage enjoyed
by non-veterans, who had access to the jobs sooner
and had more experience, but to a conscious dis-
crimination by many- employers, who have found
veterans “unstable”—that is to say have found ‘the .
veterans the most uncompromising in pressing
union demands against the employer.

The danger in this situation, and.a danger which
can become acute in the future, is that the “civil-

ian” worker will be pitted against the worker who
was a veteran.

Capital has already made more than one attempt
to do this in an effort to divert hatred from the
system of capitalism itself, which is the root cause
of unemployment, to sections of the working class.
Veteran is pitted against civilian worker, and the
civilian against the veteran.

SEEDS OF FASCISM

This problem existed in classic form in Ger-
many following the last war. Out of the unem-
ployed soldiers, and especially out of those who
had been so disoriented by the war as to be un-
able to settle down to normal living, were combed
elements who later helped constitute the fascist
movement, which later destroyed the organized
labor movement in Germany.

One of the dangers inherent in such a group of
unemployed as the 1,500,000 veterans who “are not
yet actively seeking work,” and many of whom are
psychologically demoralized, is 'that they will fall
into this method of thinking.

WHAT MUST BE DONE

That is why it is so important for the labor
movement to take up and fight for a full program
of employment for ALL workers, including the
veterans. Labor can afford to overlook the prob-
lems of the veterans only at the price of creating
a dangerous anti-labor force,

That is why civilian worker and veteran alike
must fight for socialism, which alone can end
unemployment and war, and the pitting of one
worker against another.

Blackmail Game
For Peace Drall

By JOE LEONARD

March 2, 1946, is six months after V-J Day. To
millions of servicemen it was a long awaited an-

,niversary. “The duration plus six months.” That's

to Light

memory on a deal of this type is
understandable, especially when it
only involves the following:

a. Violation of the Atlantic Char-
ter that presumably promised mno
grabbing of territory in this war.

b. Disposal of ex-enemy territory
without the formality of a peace
treaty.

¢. The decision was not for tem-
porary occupation, or delicate “trus-
teeship,” but outright annexation.

d. The people of the Kuriles were’
not to be asked if they wanted to be-
come part of Russia.

5. The deal to give Russia special

rights in the Chinese coastal cities of

Port Arthur and Dairen. Another

,trifle Roosevelt and Stettinius forgot

to mention to the people.

Who knows how many more deals
were made at Yalta and the other
conferences? Who knows what se-
cret power deals are being made
at' THIS MOMENT in secret diplo-
matic conferences that the people
know nothing about?

French Government Against Wage Increases

Dear Comrades:
" The French situation becomes
clearer day after day. We now have
a government with a socialist-com-
munist majority. Its platform is: no
raise in wages, no raise in prices, and
savings, savings, savings. Savings on
the army budget (but the generals
do not.want this and the ministers
cannot challenge them); savings on
officials, etc. This deflation was, until
now, the platform of the right-wing
parties (between the two wars, Poih-
caré in 1926 and Laval in '1834), Now
it is, however, the platform of the
“gocialist,” André Philip, with the
support of the “communist,” Maurice
. Thorez, and other leaders. . t
For  little people,—this . platform

means: rise in indirect taxes (already
imposed on tobacco, railroad fares,
soon on postage stamps); rise’ in
prices (meat, and soon on bread, be-

cause the government wants to save

the subsidy now being given to the
producers).

The first result of this policy was
seen last week with the strike of the
printers, which prevented the ap-
pearance of newspapers for several
days. The strikers were supported by
nobody except the PCI (French Trot-
skyist Parly), and they received a
delegation from the PCIL The strike
was arbitrated by Louis Saillant (re-
formist labor leader of the CGT—
..General Federation of Labor) - and
the strikers went back fo work., But

K S N e A TR A RS e T T

the proposal of Saillant was held fo
be unacceptable by the “communist”
labor minister, Ambrose Croizat, be-
cause “no raise in wages” is al-
lIowed! The printers are very bitter
against the PCF (French Communist
Party). This is very interesting be-
cause the printers’ union has for long
been a very progressive union.

The great hope of the French gov-
ernment is the trip of Leon Blum to
America. If he comes back with dol-
lars it will be good, if he comes back
without dollars it will be bad, very
bad indeed for Gouin, who is the
puppet of Leon Blum!

Comradely,
c.
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the phrase millions of men had written in their
hearts through years of infested jungles and
booby-trapped villages, “It's only for the duration
plus six months” they said to themselves again
and again, and said it again in their letters home.
But the government Ted to them.

The Selective Service Law prescribes that men
shall be released from involuntary servitude with-
in six months of the end of the “duration.” But
today, although the legal period has elapsed, they
are still keeping men in, even .men who have been
overseas for a year and longer, many of whom
have seen combat'and been wounded in action.

A RANSOM VOTE FOR CONSCRIPTION

Why did the Administration first claim they
were discharging men as fast as possible, and. then
later admit that they were deliberately holding
men? The GIs who demonsirated all over the
world were lied to, and when the lie was out, they
demanded some honest answers to some honest
questions. All they got were some vague statements
from Gen. Eisenhower. The question remains to be
answered: what’s behind the demobilization slow-
down? .

The first and main reason is this: the Adminis-
tration is using servicemen who want to get'out
as hostages, just as though they were kidnapped,
and the ransom note reads, “You'll have to rankom
the freedom of these men by giving up the fiee-
dom of other men to take their places.” President
Truman and Gen. Eisenhower know that the Amer-
ican people are against peace-time conscription and
against a large standing Army.

The editor of Yank magazine’s mail column
stated that two-thirds of the soldiers were against
continuation of the draft in peace-time. So the
brass hats try to change the men’s minds with,
“Let us draft replacements, so we can send you
home.” It isn't working, though. The American
people in and out of uniform will not be brow-
beaten into accepting a law they suspect.

We should demand a people’s referendum on
peace-time conscription. That is the way to demo-
cratically decide the issue.

"~ Most of the war-time regulations were repealed
without declaring the duration. But not the Sqlec-
tive Service Act. Some war powers of the govern-
ment, like price-ceilings, have been declared de-
sirable on their own merits and are continued very
much changed, into peace-time. But the govern-
ment still preserves the legal fiction that the dixra-
tion is not yet reached—in order to force through
a law on peace-time conscription. They are afrmd
to come out and tell the American people what
the real reasons are for conscription.

s (To be continued)
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GM STRIKE LESSON: POLITICAL ACTION IS LABOR’S URGENT NEED!

(Continued from page 1)
have stuck militantly to the line; nor
because the other auto workers in
Detroit would have been less deter-
mined. . Quite the contrary! These

“workers are no less ready than the

GM workers to give battle and they
have proved that countless times
over.

It is, rathér, because Murray, as
leader of the CIO and the steel
workers, depended on Truman for a
settlement and . accepted Truman’s
price - raising, wage - fixing formulas.

It is because R. J. Thomas, too, as

L]

president of the UAW, was more con-
cerned with advice ‘from the White
Housge 1h.in from the picket line. -

REUTHER'S RESPONSIBILITY
Reuther cannol escape his share
of responsibility for the retreat. As
leader of the GM waorkers, he first
put forward a program that pierced
to the heart of the issue. Speaking for
the GM workers, he demanded that
GM open ‘its books, related prices,
profits and wages, and thereby lifted
the guality of the GM strike to new
heights in the American labor move-
ment, He demonstrated that labor

spoke for the masses of people. Even
sections of the capitalist press had to
admit grudgingly that ‘his attack on
the prerogatives of free enterprise
was backed by unassailable fact.

At the time, in commending his ac-
tivities, we also criticized his short-
comings. We argued that he had
taken a significant step forward but
that he hadn’t pursued the logic of

his own arguments either in terms

of specific economic demands or their
political implications; that is, toward
a WORKERS’ government. It is also

necessary, now, to criticize him

UAW Convention Issues Blurred

By BEN HALL

DETROIT — UAW locals “have been
electing delegates for the annual con-
vention of the union which meets on
March 23 at Atlantic City. At the
same time many locals are electing
their local union officers or have al-
ready done so.

The elections this year are taking
place in an entirely different atmo=
sphere from the campaign that pre-
ceded the elections to the 1944 con-
vention, dominated as it was by a
furious campaign around the issue of
the no-strike pledge. In the last elec-
tions, the issues were clear, In this

i election the problems that face the

union and the platform of the vari-
ous groupings in, the International,
are blurred over and unclear to the
rank and file.

CHANGE IN SITUATION

The last convention witnessed .the
emergence -of a powerful Rank and
File caucus, organized against both
the Addes and the Reuther factions

which dominate the UAW. It gained .

the votes of over one-third of the
,delegates on its main slogan: “Re-
scind - the No-strike Pledge.” The
Rank and File group had made its
appearance long before the sessions
of the convention when at the
Michigan State convention of the
CIO, the delegates from the auto lo-
ca)s'led by the Briggs Local 212
and the Willow Run Local 50 dele-
gations announced that they were or-

. ganizing independently of the 1944

UAW convention, p

In the referendum on the no-strike
about 40% of the votes were casi for
the proposal of the Rank and File
caucus to withdraw the mno-sirike
pledge. In local after local, candidates
for office and for conventions ran on
clear platforms: some for the repeal
of the pledge and others, of course,
for its retention. But at-any rate, the
issues were there for anyone to Ssee.

Now hbwever, the Rank and File
caucus has disappeared. The Willow
Run Local 50 for all practical pur-
poses went out of ex!steme when the

. plant shut down. The progressive

group that controlled the Briggs lo-
cal ‘at the time of the last conven-
tion has been defeated by a more
conservative tendency. Reports are
that even in Local 15 at Fleetwood,
where some” of the most aggressive
militants in the UAW were in control
for at least three years, the local
elections registered defeals for these
excellent progressives.

In Local 600, Larry Yost who head-
ed the former Rank and File group
is running for local president backed
by a caucus of militants who oppose
both ' the Addes and the Reuther
groups in the local on a-clear plat-
form including the following planks:
(1) for an independent labor party;
(%) against company security, and
(3) opposition to - the present top
leadership of the International. How-
ever, this group and this platform
are unfortunately outstanding excep-
tions in the elections in this area.

Support is temporarily flowing
back into the channels of the two
big and powerful Reuther and Addes
factions.

WHY THE CHANGE? ,

This tendency is not surprising. At
the last convention; the leadership
of both these groups was firmly be-
hind the no-strike pledge; they de-
serted the membership which had to
fight the employers in so-called “wild-
cat” or unauthorized stoppages; they
functioned openly as'strike breakers;
they removed the officials .of locals
which insisted upon fighting the em-
ployers: '

With the end of the war, however,

the leadership got more elbow room:

for itself. Their past crimes were
temporarily put aside as they bowed

to the pressure of the rank and file
and, at least in the case of General
Motors, put the stamp of approval
upon a nation-wide walkout. The
Stalinist supporters of Addes, react-
ing to the needs of the rulers of
Russia in its conflict with the United
States and Great Britain, became crit-
ics of the tactics of the International
Executive Board and appeared to be-
come ‘“radical” once again.

At the same time, the long and
bitter strike against General Motors
has shown the workers how power-
ful the big monopolies are, how great
is their power of resistance, and
how mighty the struggle of the work-
ingelass must be to defeat them,
,Small isolated sirikes were the rule
yvesterday. Now, however, after a
three months’ shutdown of ALL the
GM plants, the limits of these partial
stoppages is clearer. The first ele-
mentary, even if erroneous, conclu-
sion of the active unionists seems to
be to shy away from the smaller “op-
position” groups in order to return
to the groups with apparent power
and influence. Doubtless, many work-
ers translate the wholely justified- de-
sire for unity and solidarity against
the big corporations into a willing-
ness for “unity” with and for the top
leadership of the union. This becomes
an even greater tendency because of
the shifting positions of the leader-
ship in reactmn tothe post-war prnb-'
lems.

However, the old problems of the
unions still remain although tempo-
rarily concealed from the eyes of the
membership. The leadership has ac-
cepted company security and speed-
up provisions in the new contracts.
It has no platform to meet the po-
litical offensive of big business
against labor. As the months go by,
the rank and file will feel these
shortcomings of its leaderships. The
hun'g of the rapidly moving. assembly
lines will sing new t{unes.

sharply for looking to the White
House for direction, for agreeing to
the Truman la.ct.-ﬁnding‘ committee
. recommendation (after the union had
assembled more facts than GM or the
government could pessibly lie their
way out of), for not aggressively de-
fending the GM program against the
leadership of the Auto Workers Inter-
national and against Murray, for not
openly and actively opposing com-
pany security provisions in thé Ford
settlement. That he could have mo-
bilized wide and decisive support in
the auto union for the GM program
is demonstrated by the authority he
commands despite his retreat, as in-
dicated in the election of a Reuther
slate for the UAW convention in
Thomas' own Chrysler Local. In
many instances he is acting eringing-
ly where he should be acting aggres-
sively.

The situation today in GM is that
the corporation has refused arbitra-
tion and rejected the type of mem-
bership vote proposed by the union,
It appears as though the issue will
be decided by the government in one
way or another. And that is the point
we want to come to.

A VITAL LESSON

In every issue that confronis us
« today, not merely in the GM strike,
we see the hand of government. More
and more it is becoming the practice
to debate laber’s disputes with gov-
ernment representatives of indusiry,
rather than with indusiry itself. Gov-
ernment intervention is generally es-
tablished practice. It was Truman, the
" head of the government, who dreamed
up the most recent “Big Steal” for-
mula fixing wages far under what
labor demanded and needed. It was
Truman, the head of the government,
who permifted industry’s break-
through on prices. It was Truman’s
“fact-finding” procedure that cut GM
demands from 30 cents to 19% cents.
It is Truman, or his appointed agen-
cies, who will pi-ohahly decide the
outcome of the GM strike now!

For several weeks now we have
used one phrase in LABOR ACTION
to describe these happenings: WHAT
LABOR HAS WON ON THE PICK-
ET LINE IS BEING STOLEN FROM
LABOR IN WASHINGTON! That is,
industry didn't hand out even the
miserly 18-cent wage raises freely or
willingly. It had to give them because
labor demonstrated its temper on the
picket lines. It gave what it did be-
cause price boosts more than made
up for the wage boost, and because
labor's leadership was prepared to
yield the real picket line demands
under government pressure.

So, too, the wage increase of the

GM strikers will be eaten away,
stolen, by price. increases. And if, as

Drive Nears 2,000 Mark

By REVA CRAINE, Press Manager

: As this is being written, returns from only four branches of the Wﬂrkers
Party on the first LABOR ACTION SUNDAY have reached us. With only
New York, Akron, Philadelphia and Chicago reporling in time to make our
deadline, the activities of the Workers Party branches and LABOR ACTION
Boosters during this past week have nearly doubled the total number of new
subseriptions, and as we move into the sixth week of the Subscription Drive
we know that the 5,000 goal is going to be surpassed!

CHICAGO AND AKRON REPORT

" The Chicago Branch came into its own this week with a total of 210 sub-
scriptions, the result of two Sunday mobilizations for house-to-house can-
vassing. An enthusiastic letter from the Sub Drive Director of that branch
indicates that Chicago intends to go far beyond its quota.

“We jumped the gun of the official beginning of the five Red Sundays on
March 3rd. This morning, February 24, we held a sub drive mobilization of
the branch, from which we obtained 128 subs, The mobilization this morning
‘was met with great enthusiasm on the part of the participating comrades.
Individual sub-getting ranged from five to seventeen in twe hours of inten-
sive canvassing. One new member obtained fourteen subs, The Chicago branch
held this mobilization just as a preliminary to the beginning of the. official
drive. We expect to exceed our quoia of 350. Individual quotas of 20 subs per

member we expect to be exceeded by

every comrade. i
“Fraternally,
P. N

A report from the Akron Branch on its plans:for the dampaign, a request
for additional subscription booklets, and 59 subscriptions from that area this
week are all the evidence that we need that this branch will “definitely meet
the quota of 200.” As a matter of fact, we are convinced that with a little extra
push, the Akron Branch will be among those which exceed their quotas.

FOLLOWING:

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO=—
LABOR ACTION

114 West 14th Street, New York 1ILN. Y.

(Tear this Blank and Mail)
SPECIAL COMBINATION SUB OFFER

FOUR SUBS FOR $1.00
Good Inly Until May 1st

TOR $1.00 SEND FOUR SIX-MONTH SUBSCRIPTIONS TG THE

Name
Address

City

Zone State

Name

Address

City

State

Zone

Name

Address

Zone

State

City

Name

Address

City

Zone State

A LABOR ACTION booster from Reading who has been helping the

br amh there writes:

“Concerning the subseriptions io LABOR ACTION, ‘just now, due to the
strike, subscriptions will be a little difficult to get. However, I will see what
I can do. I have been geiling ten copies a week and have been glvmg these
out at the local union hall here. The fellows at union headquarters seem very
well. pleased with LABOR ACTION. As far as I am concerned, LABOR AC-
TION is tops. It is one labor paper that pulls no punches. It is not sponsored

by capitalists that print their propaga

nda to fool the general public as 95 per

cent of all present- day papers do.—H, H. H”

-That hits it just rlght! LABOR ACTION is published in the interests of the
working men and women of the country—and it is supported by working
men and women. It presents the néws from the point of view of labor and is
out in front in every battle fighting on the side of labor. That is why it de-

serves and must have your support!

If you have not yet joined, become a

LABOR ACTION BOOSTER, as so many of our readers have. It is not too
late to do so! Simply write for a subscription booklet and begin spreadmg

LABOR ACTION among your fellow

workers!

NEW YORK LOCAL MAKES BIG ADVANCE

This week, as a result of two mobilizations, one at the FEPC rally in
Madison Square Garden and the other on LABOR ACTION SUNDAY, the
New York Local of the Workers Party obtained 442 subscriptions and ful-
filled 41 per cent of its quota, Special arrangements are being made to keep
up this pace of sub-getting as New York moves toward exccedmg its quota

of 2,000 subs.

SECOND LABOR ACTION SUNDAY

The second in the series of LABOR ACTION SUNDAYS is on March 17,
when all branches of the Workers Party are meeting at 10 a.m. at their re-
spective headquarters for a nation-wide canvass for subscriptions. Consult

the Workers Party Activities column

for the address. at which you can meet

members of the party if you wish to join in this mobilization.

\

Week Ending Percent-

Branch Quota March 4 Total age
Akron 200 59 82 41
Baltimore 10 i 1 10
Boston' 10 — 14 140
Buffalo 200 . 2.5
Chicago 350 187 210 60
Cleveland 100 1 ' 7 |
Connecticut k 10 s
Denver 25 —_— —9' §
Detroit 1000 72 217 21.7
Hibbing 100 11 29 99
Los Angeles 250 o 33 13
Louisville : 50 _— —_ '
Madison 25 it i on
Muskegon g 28 28 . j_
Newark : 150 15 76 50.6
New York : 2000 442 820 41
Oregon 10 5 50
Philadelphia . ____ 500 17 48 9.5
Reading 75 e 39 50.6
San Francisco gees ey (G 27 111 55.5
San Pedro 1 250 20 44 176
Seattle 20 200 1 39 19.5
Streator 25 5 11 44
St. Louis 25 4 10 40
Syracuse 10 —_ e
Youngstown 25 — _ =
Miscellaneous — — 23 —
TOTALS 889 T 1831 J8.6
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is likely, the GM contraet will be bet-
ter than other union contracts, it will
only be because government agencies
will hesitate to trifie too much with
men and women who spent more
than a hundred sacriflcing days on
the picket line,

CONCLUSION IS CLEAR

What conclusions do we draw? The
conclusions, it seems to us, are ob-
‘vious: The government is an instru-
ment of the capitalist class. It serves
their interests. It acts “against” capi-
talism only to the extent that it pro-
tects capitalism from the wrath of
workers by small concessions. To de-
pend on this government to settle la-
bor’s case is to depend on the agents
of capitalism, the CLASS enemies of
labor, Obviqusly that is foolish. Whao
will depend on his enemy to cham-
pion his cause? Thus, our leaders,
like Murray, who ‘depend on Truman,
are puiting our case into the enemy’s
hands.

What can we do? Here too the con-
clusion is obvious: we must strive for
our own government, a workers’ gov-
ernment. How? The very first step is
to organize an INDEPENDENT La-
bor Party, We emphasize INDEPEN-
DENT because the Political Aection
Committee of the CIO, which pre-
tends to the skeleton of a labor party,
is not independent. It works cheek
by jowl with capitalist politicians
and their parties, PAC must be forced
by the pressure of labor’s ranks to
free itself of its capitalist party ties.
And if it refuses, then a Labor Party
must be organized without regard t.o
PAC.

Many union leaders, among them
Reuther, have spoken in favor of a

Hold GM

(Continued from page 1)
imously by the 200 delegates from
GM locals meeting here for a report
on the progress of the strike, for the
delegates were determined to insist
upon no less than the 19!% cenis an
hour wage increase and renewal of
the old contract.

When the UAW-CIO negotiating
committee, headed by Walter Reu-
ther, UAW-GM strike director, in-
cluding R. J. Thomas, union presi-
dent, and George Addes, secretary-
treasurer, told the corporation Sat-
urday morning of the results, the
corporation issued a big blast charg-
ing that “union politics” was respon-
sible for the rejection.

PROPOSES ARBITRATION %
When the GM delegates met on
Saturday to hear the latest report on
the situation, Walter Reuther, who
had already retreated from the mag-
nificent position originally adopted
by the GM strikers, came forward

with ‘the argument that the union”

leadership would have to answer- to

“public opinion” and prove that GM
was lying again. Claiming it would
demonstrate that the union leaders
were not “playing politics” and that
it would settle the strike on what he
considered a satisfactory basis, he
proposed that the three remaining is-
ues in dispute be arbitrated.

. These issues are the one-cent dif-
ference in hourly wage rates between
that proposed by GM and that de-
manded by the union today, the dat-
ing of the retroactive wage provisions
in the contract, and the formulation
of clause 63 concerning seniority and
promotions.

The first reaction of many dele-
gates was against the arbitration pto-
posal. For the most part this was not
based on the arbitration issue itself
but on the fact that the question of
plant grievance had not been settled
satisfactorily in the negotiations. One
delegate spoke directly against the

Labor Party. Certainly many work-
ers, above all the auto workers, have
declared themselves for a Labor Par-
ty. Nobody can tell us that GM work-
ers who demonstrated their class sol-
idarity against all kinds of odds on

" the picket line will not equally dem-

onstrate their class solidarity in ‘po-
litical action.

Or, let us look at it briefly from
another point of view. We've spoken
of one type of government interven-
tion. There is the other and more
nakedly ugly type witnessed by the
police attadks against workers in

Steel Local 2067
Appeals for Aid

Dear Friends:

The basic steel companies ha\re
settled their strike on the basis of
18% cents per hour, However, there
are still 1300 plants of the fabricating
units that are at present still having
a hard Jight to receive 18% cents per
hour.

We of the American Can Co., Local
2067, are one of these units. Now in
our sixth week we have been offered
only 10 cents of the 18% cent figure.

We would appreciate any help
your group could pass along to us
in this our time of need.

Fraternally. yours,
JAMES HOUSTON,
President, Local 2067,
United Steetworkers
of America.
°

The Workers Party requests read-
ers to aid Local 2067. The address is
383 86th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Philadelphia, New Jersey, Los Ange-
les and elsewhere. That is the gov-
ernment at work in its mest una-
dorned aspects. It speaks so cleariy
for itself that we shall not elaborate
on this part of the argument.

Every phase of our life brings uq
square against the issue of class ver-
sus class, working class versus capi-
talist class. That is socialist talk, we
will be told. Right! It is socialigt talk.
We of LABOR ACTION and the
Workers Party are socialists and not
municipal socialists who are satisfied
with a slight improvement here, a
slight improvement there—while the
great iniquity of capitalist rule re-
mains, We are revolutionary social-
ists and it is our object to replace
capitalist society by a workers' so-
ciety. For it is by socialism alonie that
we can achieve real security and
freedom. i

To achieve that, however, we must
understand and wage our struggle on
a political level as well as an eco-
nomic level. That is why we call
upon you to join the Workers Party
as a party for socialist action, And
that is why we also call upon labor
to organize the politic#l equivalent
of our unions—a Labor Party.

Just as our unions’fight for our im-
mediate economic demands, so will a
Labor Party, built upon our unions,
advance our interests as a class in the
political arena.

This is the lessonsof the steel set-
tlement, the GM strike, the police
violence against pickets in Philadel-
phia, and of every battle in which
labor is engaged. For that is'the way
toward INDEPENDENT political ac-
tion and toward a WORKERS’ GOV-
ERNMENT.

Picket Line Intact- -

arbitration proposal. However, to the

majority of delegates it evidently
seemed that this “strategic retreat”
had to be accepfed as a way of set-
tling the very prolonged -strike,

It must be understood that if today
there is necessity to retreat to arbi-
tration, il is because the original GM
strike program had been pushed in
the background by the CIO union
leadership’s acceptance of Truman's
“fact-finding,” wage-fixing formula.
When Murray and Thomas and others
placed their reliance on Truman in-
‘stead of on the picket line strength
of the union members, they exerted a
tremendous pressure, which Reuther
proved himself incapable of counter-

. ing, AGAINST the GM strikers. These
men and women, in asking for 30
cents an hour increase, had stated la-
bor’s case well, In tying wages, prof-
its and prices together, they had de-
manded that the corporation open its
books and grant a wage increase
WITHOUT a price increase. The re-
placement of real collective bargain-
ing by arbitration would not have
risen now had the union leadership
hewed to the line taken by the mili-
tant GM strikers, whose heroic strug-
gle and progressive demands paved
the way for whatever wage gains
labor has won in current negotia-
tions. .

Whatever the merits of the arbi-
tration proposal from the point of
view of the union’s struggle, the daily
press has been forced to change its
tune, taken from the company, that
“union politics” was prolonging the
strike. As it happens, and largely for
the reason that many of them look
more to Truman than to the workers’
strength, the entire union leadership
is for arbitration. The fact of the
matter is that the corporation lies
when it charges that the strike can’t

‘be settled until after the UAW con-

vention because of “union politics.”
And the lie is intended to cover up
its refusal to grant what the GM

workers. have incontestably proved
the corporation can grant.

LEADERS' RESPONSIBILITY

In the necessity of the sUAW-CIO
retreating on the remaining issues of
the strike is revealed the final re-
sults of the blundering, divided and
uncoordinated policies pursued by
the UAW-CIO, and the national lead-
ership of the CIO in the strike wave.

Above all, the anxiety of the GM
officials to get Philip Murray, presi-
dent of the CIO, to handle the union
negotiations shows they expected to
get him fo end the strike by an 18%
cent an hour wage increase instead
of sticking to the “fact-finding” board
recommendation which had already

whittled the union’s demand down °

from 30 cents to 19% cents. Likewise
the settlement of the Ford and
Chrysler negotiations on the 18%
cent basis (and steel and other set-
tlements as well) left the GM strik-
ers alone in sticking to their de-
mands. '

There was no report to the dele-
gates indicating that the union ne-
gotiations would accept any com-
pany security proposals. Unless there
is a sudden surprise, and this ap-
pears most unlikely since the Reu-
ther faction presents itself in “be-
hind the scenes” talk as an opponent
of company security proposals, the
GM contraet will be superior to the
other contracts signed by the UAW
with the ‘major companies. Any ar-
bitrator deciding on the GM issues
will have to remember that the GM
workers showed their mettle in the
more than 100 days of their strike
and in the GM strike program they
first advanced,

* In the event that the corporation
refuses to accept the UAW arbitra-
tion proposal, the delegates voted to

summon the entire CIO to help them,

intensify the strike struggle until
the demands of the workers are met,

FEPC Meet Lacks Program

By CHRIS WARREN

NEW YORK — Over 15,000 people
‘came to Madison Square Garden on
February 28 to express their demand
for a permanent Fair Employment
Practices Commission. They came
eagerly and in a militant spirit. But
as, speaker after speaker rose and
offered nothing but a reiteration of
the fact that discrimination is “un-
American,” “ungodly” and “unfair,”
their enthusiasm waned.

For over four hours the audience
and unmoved while
more than fifteen speakers assured
them that “the fight would go on.”
Not one of the speakers offered any
kind of program that would guar-
antee a permanent FEPC to the mi-
norities of this country.

Represenfatives from the CIO and
AFL voiced their support of a per-
manent FEPC. Every worker must
be made to realize that the fight
against discrimination is inextricably
‘tied up with the fight for higher
wages. The employers have always
sought to divide. Negro and white

-workers. They understand that a

fully united working class is an un-

‘beatable force.

Senator Wayne Mofris of Oregon
labeled the fight against the recent
filibuster in the Senate a farce. Forty-
nine senators voted for the petition
to limit debate but few followed the
suggestion that the senators remain
in their seats and vote against ad-

dence in the President’'s

journment until the filibuster was
broken. Senator Morris promised the
audience that “the fight would go
on.” But if the “supporters” of the
FEPC bill refuse to take the one step
that would definitely defeat the fili-
busters, what will' this new “fight”
be but another “farce”?

WORDS ARE CHEAP!

Senator Chavez of New Mexico
urged the voters in the audience to
remove from Congress all those who
do not come out openly for the FEPC.
However, he reported that the Re-
publicans, whose election platform
supported the FEPC, failed to carry
out their party’s platform. Words are
cheap, especially at election time!

President Truman sent a message
td the rally through Secretary of La-
bor Schwellenbach., He is determined
that “the fair employment practice
principle be enacted into legislation
by the Congress of the United States.”
When the FEPC ordered the govern-
ment-operated bus lines in Washing-
ton to employ Negroes, Truman re-
versed the decision. When Truman
had the opportunity to extend the
temporary FEPC he turned it into an
“investigating committee.”” While the
filibuster was raging in the Senate
chambers Truman was silent. The
thousands in the audience at Madison
Square Garden showed little confi-
“message of -

support.”

The meeting was enlivened by
cheers, whistling and stamping of
approval when the March on Wash-
ington movement was mentioned.
Many in the audience knew, even
though the speakers on the platforim
seemed to forget, that the temporary
FEPC was set up by President Roose-
velt when the Negroes threatened to
march on Washington and present
their demands in a body.

Many in the audience realized that
the only way to impress upen Con-
gress and the President that they had
had enough of this fakery was to
gather their forces and march to the
capital in a demonstration of their
solidarity and strength.

The Democratic and Republican
parties have been making campaign
promises to the Negroes and other
minorities for years. It is impossible
to force them to keep their prom-
ises. The minority groups in the
United States must support the for-
mation of an independent labor po-
litical party. Only the true repre-
sentatives of the working class will
be able to carry on an honest and
successful fight for jobs for all re-
gardless of race, religion or color.

Members of the Workers Party dis-
tributed copies of LABOR ACTION
and sold over 150 subscriptions to the
Paper_at the end of the meeting,
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