W‘o Are the Men

We Present a Little Who's Who

This is a straggle of “the American people”. against Nazi
autocracy, says President Roosevelt. Now you would expect a
“people’s war” to be run by the people. But if you examine at

world safe for—corporation presidents,

all closely the list of the several hundred officials who are now

in Washington directing the “defense” pr®gram, you will find
that the closest “the people” come to being represented is in the
person of Sidney Hillman, jingoistic trade union bureaucrat—
and that even Hillman has little real power and is there largely
(Of his four chief aides, not one is from
the ranks of organized labor; two—Lubin and Cooke—are New
Deal officials, and the other two—Bransome and Dooley—are
top executives respectively of those great labor organizations,
the Vanadium Corporation and the Socony-Vacuum Oil Corpo-

for window-dressing.

ration.)

Production Management (“OPM”):

detain us longer:

The impression you get from scanning the roster of “na-
tional defense” chiefs is that this is to-be a war to make the

THE BIG FOUR OF THE “OPM”

In the recent reorganization of the war program, supreme
authority went to a board of four men, known as the Office for
William S. Knudsen, pro-
duction chief; Sidney Hillman, labor chief; Secretary of War
Stimson; and Secrétary of the Navy Knox. Hillman need not
his background as “labor statesman”
known and I have already indicated the decorative nature of
his role. Let us begin our Who’s Who with his colleagues.

in the whole “defense”

ager.

changed his ideas any.

is well  fall ruled “informally”

Behmd the War Preparatwn Program:

of the Men Preparing the War to Make the World Safe for Corporatlon Profits by Dwight Macdonuldi

. WILLIAM S. KNUDSEN, Roosevelt’s No. 1 straw boss’
organizatioh, worked for Henry Ford
from 1911 to 1922, most of the time as Ford’s production man-. - .
(Then as now Ford had the toughest, most brutally effi-
cient labor policy in the industry.) In 1922 he went over to
\ General Motors, becoming president of the company several
years ago. At the time of the 1937 sit-down strikes, Knudsen
made his attitude tpwards labor well known.
ties as No. 1 Champion of Democracy don’t seem to have
When Attorney General Jackson last
that defense contracts could not go to
companies which violated the Wagner Act (later he backed
down), Knudsen exploded: “That’s going too far! The Defense

His responsibili-

9

Comm:sswn has not the authority and does not want to under-.
take the job of enforcing the labor laws. :

And to a recent interviewer (N. Y. Times, Nov. 3, 1940)"
Knudsen expounded his philosophy:
change. I've never run across a bum who didn’t blame his con-'
dition on the system or the times. If a young chap has energy.
and curiosity and a pair of good legs and a good stomach, I'm
willing to bet he’ll gét on. He'll get on irrespective of time, sys-
_tem or anything else—that is, provided he is willing to mind his
own business.
consider trade union activily a young man’s

2. HENRY L. STIMSON, the man Roosevelt picked for
Secretary of War last summer, is a 73-year-old Republican

|

“Human nature doesn’t

I's not hard to guess that Knudsen wouldn’t
“own business.”

(Continued on Page 2)

And They Call It a ‘People’s War'! _.

Ohio Court Frames Negro

Drag in Moth-Eaten ‘“Rape’ Blarney Despite Incontestable Evidence

By GUY CORBETT

AKRON, Feb. 8—They have done
it once more.

Benny Finney, 23, Negro student
at Akron Universily, was this week
indicted and convicted by the dis-
honorable Jim-Crow court of the
master class.

Four white women, goaded on by

By MAX STERLING

Prior {o its next big move, the
Axis continues relentlessly o secure
its diplomatic and strategic positions.
Activity of the Axis powers has been
{far-reaching and the arenas are as
wide apart as the Balkans and the
Ifar East.

In London there is a deep feeling
that when the Axis strikes it will
do so simultaneously in both these
spheres of the war. Reports of the
massing of the Japmmse’ fleet in the
China Sea, of Japanese concentra-
tion of 150,000 iroops in the Canton
area and the Spratly Islands, and'the
establishment of a Japanese military
air base al Saigon, Indo-China, which
is less than four hours’ flight from
Singapore, gave rise o .a declaration
by the Australian government that
“the situation has reached the stage
of utmost gravity” and led to hur-
ried confercnces in Washington be-
tween Secretary Hull and represent-.
atives of the British, Australian and
Netherlands governments.

The theory of “the simultaneous
blow"” is by no means an jdle one.
The showdown in the Far East, de-
spite - the. alternating assurances df
peace and threats of war on both
sides, is abmlutclv inevitable. The
aims of Japan, Great Britain and
the United States admil of no peace-
ful solution. The only question is

that of the proper moment. The
Japaneve would perhaps prefer to
wait until Britain is knocked out
and for a rapprochement with Rus-
sia, but it would uiidoubtedly be in
the interest of the Nazis 1if they

could get Japan to strike at the same <

tine that they make the:r oW b:g

THE WORLD AT WAR

Hitler - Stalin Force Turkey
Out of British Fold as Axis
Primes Japan for Action

OrFice
' ?Roo'umon )

police dogs anxious to clear the dock-
et, and the city racketeers of “law
and order,” respectively identified
Finney as their assailant on different
nights during the month of Novem-
ber, 1940. Jailed for six weeks while
the peddlers of capitalist injustice
did their utmost to bhuild up a case
against him, Finney suffered a beat-

ing at the hands of the police and
watched a career he had struggled
long and diligently 1io build—
-smashed to dust. Today sold to the
j‘ailer, he is the victim of a dressed-
up ‘“rape” case.

Leonard Bertsch, attorney for the

r'd “

BULLETIN

AKRON, Feb. 14 — Today.
Judge Harvey, Common Pleas
Court, senienced Ben Finney to
one fo ‘ten years imprisonment
on the framed charge of attempt-
ed robbery. Defense Attorney
Leonard Bertsch entered a mo-
tion to take the case to the Courtl
of Appeals in an attempt fo
prove a mistrial. Harvey has al-
ready denied a similar motion,
despite the fact that he expresses
doubt.as to the legality of releas-
ing the jury, while still in ses-
sion, for lunch, supper and rest.

Meanwhile, Finney is still free
on bond raised by the Finney

Defense Commitfee.
\ /S

attempt of Europe. Of course this
decision remains hidden in the chan-
cellories of Berlin and Tokyo but
the rapid reactions to Japanese
moves on the part of London and
Washington shéws that the latter
are very much on the alert and are
taking no chances.

In the 'meaniime the Balkan na-
tions fall one by one into Hitler's
lap. He has very cleverly exploited
the differences among them and has
used his dominant economic and mil-
itary position there to the best ad-

(Continued on page 3)

defense, did a compelent job of de-
stroying the ludicrous testimony of
the prosecution. In one instance—
where the alleged crime occurred
shortly after six o'clock—Finney, as
his white employer testified, did not
(Continued on page 2)
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THREE CENTs 3

E'RE IN THE WAR”

SAYS SEC'Y. JﬂNES

“"We're in the war; at least we're partly in the war; we're preparmg for I'|"

when you do that you've got to throw money away.”

Consider the above statement.
Consider also who made it. !
Jesse H. Jones is Secretary of Com-

merce, one of Roosevelt’s top cabinet men.

He is not a private citizen voicing private
views. He is a high-ranking government
official with ‘many responsibilities.

Jesse H. Jones is therefore a man who
knows what goes on behind the scenes.

He is, in fact, @ man who helps decide
what goes one behind those scenes.

Now, he did not state an opinion. He
stated what he as a government official
knows to be the fact: “We're in the war!”’

But who decided i? And when was the

public declaration made?

" Were the people consulted? Were
they asked their opinion? Were they given
the facts as to what necessitated war en-

‘try? Were they informed of the secrét com-

mitments entered into between this govern-
ment and the governmént of the British
Empire and its dominions?’

Every one of those questions has '"NO1”
for an answer.

The people—that is you, your friend,
your brother—'"'are in the war; at least
partly.’”” But nobody consulted you, nobody
asked you if you were reqdy to sacrifice life
and limb.

Yes, "‘we’re in the war; at least partly.”
That means we are in the war in every way
—alliance, commitment, aid—save for the
last detail of military entry. And that is
evidently only a matter of time!

But the war is not a people’s war.
However noble the government propagan-
dists want-to make it seem—the facts con-
tinue to be cruel and ugly:

The war is a war for profits. It is a war

between one set of imperialists and an-°

other, between German exploiters and
British-American exploiters. It is a war for
colonies, a war for conquest. It is NOT a
war for democracy!

]

1f it were truly a war ‘for democracy,
there would have been no hesitation in con-
sulting the people. The people may be—
and we think they are—against sacrificing

their lives and homes in the mterests of

some marauding profiteer.: -
But the great masses of the American

working class would-gladly: “turn out to do

battle against Fascism in-all"its manifesta-
tions, and against all its causes.

A real battle against Fascism would,
however, strike at the very roots of the
foulest of all diseases—the tyrannty of
class oppression. A real battle against
Fascism would jeopardize the whole rot-
ting structure that spawns war and dicta-
torship. A real war against Fascism would
be precisely the kind of war that the war
hawks of America want to avoid.

If it were truly a war for Democracy
against Fascism, Roosevelt wouldn’t need
the extraordinary dictatorial powers he has
requested in the ‘‘lend-lease’” bill. He
wouldn’t need totalitarian instruments to
force his will. An explanation, a clear lay-
ing of the facts before the people—that
would suffice.

But how could he lay the facts before
the people toddy? The facts would show
that, as in the last war, the interests of big
business and NOT of the people lie behind
the scheme. .

If this were truly a war for Democracy,
Harry Hopkins, Roosevelt’s personal emis-
sary to England, would report fully to the
people—not to Roosevelt alone. Hopkins
would tell us about the talks he held with
the British officials, what he promised
them, and how soon. Instead, the purpose
and results of the Hopkins mission are
locked in the chambers of the State De-
partment.

But that's just'it: it is not a war for
Democracy, not a war in the interests of
the people and that’'s why we want no part
of it!

Roosevelt ‘and Jones - seem satisfied
that they have acted for us. But we gcrvé
them no authority to do so.

If the bosses want war to swell thelr
profits, that’s their business—and [oglccﬂ
from their point of view.

If they want US to do the fighting cmd

:the sweating, that’s our business—and ll-.'
logical from our point of view.

There is in Congress a bill that would
give us the right that properly belongs to
us—the right to vote on whether or not we
want war. The Ludlow War Referendum
Bill would .give us the right to vote
AGAINST the war. \ :

Since it was first introduced a couple
or more years ago, the Administration has
sought by every means at its disposal to.
knife it, squeeze it off the floor of Con-
gress, kill it.

It is still buried somewhere in a com-
mittee. But we call upon labor to demand
that it be brought out of committee, that
it precede in consideration all other bills—
because no other bill is, right now, as im-
portant as this one.

We call upon labor to demand that
Congress act on the bill-—and act accord-
ing to the sentiments of the people.

Congress can be made to act! It can
be made to act if organized labor shakes
Washington’s rafters with the might of its
demand.

War production is spiralling upward at
a giddy pace. But every wheel in the coun-
try could be stopped if labor so decided.

Let us throw that challenge into Con-
gress!

Let us in union resolution and by union

H

action warn '‘our” Representatives and
Senators that LABOR WANTS THE LUD-
LOW WAR REFERENDUM BILL TAKEN
UP IMMEDIATELY—that LABOR WANTS
THE WAR REFERENDUM BILL PASSED!

“These Copies Make Us More Active’ - - a Sharecropper

We here print two letters sent by a Missouri sharecropper to
two members of the St. Louis local of the Workers Party. These
letters spcak their own story. The sharecroppers eagerly await
cach issuc of LABOR ACTION. Readers will remember our ear-
lier story on the Coolidge mecting in a sharecroppers’ camp. There
were not enough copies to go around. The letters ask for 50 copies
each week. But that is only for one small section. We need hun-

> dreds of copies for free distribution in the sharecropper camps of

Missouri. Ours is virtually the only political movement pressing its
work among these viciously down-trodden people. Help. us get
LABOR ACTION to the Missouri croppers. Send in your contribu-

tion to LABOR ACTION marked: “For . . COpIES
to be distributed among the Missouri croppers.”
Dear Brother Mo sure glad to. gét 'the papers. Let us

We had some more copies sent to
us by one of the brothers that was
with you the night you all spoke at
this Local, Brother Sam.  We was, .

know what Labor is doing. Labor is
speakmg up ‘all ‘over the world. It
makes us moré ready to fight. These
coples Eive us new

“will not give up until gomething is

ideas and make _

us more active and I am wriling to
Brother Sam to mail us 50 copies
cach week. I sat up from 12 to 1
o'clock reading the paper. 1 don't
get tired reading these papers. 1

they are still here. We did not get
to the camp that Sunday and I am
going out there on the 12th of this
monih and I will carry them.
up until 1 o'clock reading these pa-
pers. They is sure fine to read. This

I sat

Pity the Poor Capitalist

On February 2, 1941, the New York Times, on the basis of its own com-
pilations, reported “111 industrial corporations that have thus far reported .
for 1940 show net earnings 44.8 per ceni above those of 1939....

The aggre-

gate net income of the group amounted to $410,344,342 a.ga.mst $283,389,329 in _ ;

For the week of February 2 to 9, the following companies held dividend

Harbison-Walker Refracfories, International

Nickel of Canada, Lid., Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co., Inc., Brown Shoe Co.,

done for the Laboring Classes of Local is glal you is thinking about
people. ' us when we think we are frendless.
. Yours, Yours truly,
P. P. 1939, an increase of $126,955,013."
. i G 1 DM
Rear Brotbher Sam— Turn {o the correspondence Mectings: siaia e,
1 received your letter and also the
column on page 4 for another

copy lof LABOR ACTION] and we
really enjoyved reading this litera-
fure. We had them al the meeting
on Tuecday night and we read until
we got tired. Listen Brother Sam,
we are asking you if you can have
these papers come to me each week.
We need -at.:least 50 copies each.

Missouri

help

‘important communication from a

thiz land of plenty, must appeal
to her vwzking c!ass hrcthers tor

sharecropper who, in

stake Mining Ceo.,, Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator, Murphy (G.
Parker Rust Proof Ce., Purily Bakeries Corp., Sotony-Vacuum Oil Company,
Unien Tank Car Co., Westinghouse Air Brake Co., Atlas Powder Co.,
Norwich Pharmacal Co;, Phelps Dodge Corp., Sheaffer (W. A.) Fen Co., Borg-
Myérs Co., Belumbia Broadcasting Systemi, Federal Light & Ttiction Co.,
Warner Corp., Crown Cork & Seal, May Department Stores Co., Allis-Chal-

mers M!g. ca " I‘Jayton Power & Light Co,, Van Raalte Co., Ine.

Inc,, Cushman’s Sons, In¢.,, Fajardo Sugar Company of Porto Rico, Home- :

C.) Co,

Bristol-

These copzes 1hat you-all Ieft here._._ B
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(Continued from .page 1)

“élder statesman,” He was Secretary of War under
Taft and ‘Seeretary of State under Hoover (where
his many boners won him the niekname of “Wrong
Horge Harry”). The profound gulf that yawns be-
twiéen 'thie policies 6f the Demderatic Party (the
party-of the “people,” of the “little'tnan”) and the
Républican Party (the party of wealth, privilege
and ecénomic royalism) is well shown in the com-
ment of the N. Y. Tines (Dec. 21, 1940) .on Stim-
‘son's regime, under Hoover, in the State Dept.:
“Students of foreign poliey have noted a contin-
ity between his -policies and ‘those of his ‘suc-
¢essor, Cordell :Hull, and his political antlagonists
- of the Democratic Adminislration often called him
in to get the benefit of his experience during the
early .years of the Roosevell regime.” ' The ‘“na-
tional defense"” program is now getting the full
 benefit of Stimson's half century of experience as
- a corporation lawyer and a rock-ribbed Republi-
~can wheelhorse

3.!GOLONEL FRANK KNOX, who Dbeecame
Roosévelt's Secretary of the Navy last summer, is
‘also-a lifelong Republican. 'He ‘was general man-
ager of the Hearst newspapers from 1927 to 1931,
when +he resigned to take over the Chicago Daily
‘News. During the more “radical” period of ‘the
Roosevelt "‘Administration, the News was a 'vio-
lently anti-New Deal paper. In the 1936 presiden-
tial-eampaign, -Knox was Landen's running mate.

' “OPM” DIVISION
| OF. PRODUCTION

4. JOHN ‘D. 'BIGGERS is chief of the Produc-
; 1;101'1 Division ‘of ‘the OPM and Knudsen’s right-
hand man. ‘President of the huge ‘Libbey-Owens-
Ford Glass :Co6. of Toledo, which makes most of
the automobile ;glass :in .the ‘country, Biggers is
considered :by New ‘Dealers. “the -most formidable
of the defense organization’s reactionaries” (New
Republie, ‘Reb. 3). ‘He is-described by the U. S.
- News (Jan. 31): “A handsome, 52-year-old multi-
millionaire, John Biggers has -a background of
practical business training and Chamber of Com-
merce research and statistical study. ‘Alsa, he has
* had previous government experience, & a ‘Repub-
lican member of the ‘Business - Advisory 'Counecil
of the Department of ‘Commerce.”

5. WILEIAM L. BATT, as deputy director, is
- /No. 2 man in the all-important Production Divi-
‘sion. ‘He is president of 8.-K. F. Industries of Phil-

tive in the labor-hating National Association of
{Manufacturers. _

6. W. AVERELL HARRIMAN is chief of the In-
idustrial Materials Section of the Production Divi-~
sion. He is the son of the late E. H. Harriman, the
railroad magnate, and is chairman of the board of
the Union' Pacific Railroad. Tremendously weal-
thy, Harriman is one of the “economic royalists”
who have supported Roosevelt from the beginning
of-the New Deal. His interests extend beyond rail-
roads to shipping, publishing and finance (also to

'polo playing).

7. W. H. HARRISON is chief of the Ships, Con-
istruction-and Supplies Section. ‘In “real life” he is
vice-president and chief engineer of the four bil-
lion dollar American Telephone and Telegraph Co.

" 8. E. F. JOHNSON is chief of the Aircraft, Ord-
‘nance and Machine Tools Section. He is also a

‘adelphia (bdll bearings) and he has long been ac-

vice-president of ‘General Motors: Corp.

9. GEORGE M. MOFFETT heads the Mmmg
and Mineral Products Subsection under Harriman.
He is president of the Cern Producis Refining Co.,
which ‘makes imitation maple syrup and other
things and has long been a speculative favorite nn
the Stock ‘Exchange.

‘10. R. ‘'R. -DEUPREF, also under Harriman, is

.in charge of the Agricultural and Forest Preducts

Subsection. In gquieter times he is president of

“Proctér & ‘Gamble, big soap makers (Ivory, Lux).

‘11. MASON BRITTON, under Johnson, isihead
of 1the Machine Tools-Subsection. He is vice-chair-
man 'of the -big business publishers, Mé¢Graw-Hill
Publishing Co. : “

12. HAROLD 8. VANCE, Brition's predecessor,
is now part-time consultant in the Machine Tools
Subsection. He is chairman of the Studebaker
Corp., automobile manufacturers, v

'“‘M”‘" PIVISION
OF r‘PR‘IURI"TlEb

13.“E. ‘R. STETT[N!US. JR., is Director of the
Priorities ‘Division (which decidés which -orders
and products shall get right of way over others).
Son<of a J. P. Morgan partner, Stettinius is a
“Morgan man.” ‘He resigned ‘the chairmanship of
U. S. Steel Corp. last summef to heady with Knud-
séh, the original Défense’ Commission. Even mdre
openly than other business men in the “defense”
set-up, he has played the game of big business. He
‘has-been -the-chief-defender of the aluminum and
steel industries against critics who -charge that
their policiés are causing or ‘will seon'eause short-
ages of ‘materials.

‘14. JAMES ‘F. 'TOWERS 'is ‘assistant director of
‘priorities, “He 'is executive vice-president of the
-big New ¥ork firm of industrial’ engmeers, Ford,
{Bacon & ‘Davis.

15. CHARLES E. ADAMS is senior consultant
to the division. He is-also- presuient of the-Air:Re-
duction Corp.

16. ARTHUR ‘D."WHITESIDE, head of the Com-
mercial Aircraft “Subsection, is on leave of ab-
sence from the presidency of the well: known New
¥ork financial information house of ‘Dun & :‘Brad-
street. i

17. ERNEST M. 'HOPKINS, head of the Miner-
als and Metals Subsection, is president of Dart-
‘motith College.

18. CARL CONWAY is a member of the Iron
‘& Steel Priorities Subcommittee under Hopkins.
He is also chairman of ‘Continental Can Co. and a
leading Wall Street speculator.

19. WALTER 8. FOWER, another member -of
the Iron & Steel Subcommittee, is president of
the steel industry’s powerful trade association, the
American Iron and Steel Institute:

e

MISCELLANEQUS
WAR AGENCIES

‘to premaéte “better

20. COL. LEONARD P. AYRES is serving in
the-office of the Secretary of War as coordinator
of statistics. ‘He is nationally famous as the eco-
nomic analyst of the Cleveland Trust Co. :

21. NELSON 'ROCKEFELLER, brightest and
most energetic of the present generation of Rocke-

Who Is ' Who and What Is He Doing in the ’ Bram Trust" Streamlined for War’

fellers, is chairman of the Infer:Departmental
Committee on Inter-American Affairs. His job is
understanding” between the
. S. .and Latin America.

22. JAMES FORRESTAL resigned the presi-
dency of the big Wall Street banking house of
Dillon,'Read & Co. last'suminer to:-become “admin-
istrative assistant” to President Roosevelt.

23, GANO DUNN, dollar-a-year man recently
delegated’ to arbitrate the hot dispute ‘between
New Dealers and steel executives as io éxpansion
of the indusiry’s capacity, in private life is presi-
dent of the J. G. White :Engineering Corp.

24.:RALPH ‘BUDD, president of the 'Chicago,
‘Burlingion & Quincy ‘Railread, is defense commis-
sioner in charge of railroad transportation.

25. "DONALD M. NFL‘%ON vice-president of
Sears, Roebuck & Co., ho]ds one of the most pow-
erful jobs in the whole “defense” set-up: director

~of purchasing for the entire $20,000,000,000 pro-

gram.

26 EDWARD ‘BRANSOME is one of Sidney
Hillman's ‘four aides. His 'job: direclor of labor
relations in industry. His qualifications: president
of the ¥Vanadium 'Corporation of America.

27.CHANNING ‘R. DOOLEY ‘is another of
‘Hillman's aides: His:job: director of job training.
His qualifications: vice-president of Secony-Vacu-
um 0il Co.

Such is a partial list of the big business men
now running the “defense” proégram. The list
could be extended almost indefinitely. The indi-
viduals composing it change ‘from month ‘to
month, as Businessman A has to go back home
a while -and see that his corporation is making
-money satisfactorily, yielding ‘his Government
‘post ‘to Businessman B. 'In LABOR ACTION for
July '15:I-compiled a list of businessmen who then
oecupied ‘kéy posts m the “‘defense” organization.
‘About ‘half-of these seem to have dropped out of
sight, 'being replaced by  other businessmen.

But however the individuals shift, the only
«general shift noticeablegin the last six months is
towards a greater prependerance of businessmen
in ‘the “defense” -agencies. ‘As the 'U. S. News
(Jan. 31) describes the process:

“There is-a new business ‘brain trust’ now in
Washington, ‘numbering in ‘the hundreds, most -of
. them big indusirialists serv!ng for a‘dollar a year,
--many of them in opposition to the New :Deal’s

domestic policies. When' they first arrived in the
capitfal, they were not given a clearéut sense of
direction, or a right of way to follow the direc-
‘tion, ‘but now -all is different. The shift is away
from control by the New Deal planning group.
And these -industrialists alone -are being armed
with authority to carry through the wvast defense
program. Now it is they who are on the inside—
with almost complete control.”

r

It isn’t hard f{o guess whither these corpora-
tion executives' “sense of directio_x}" will lead them
as the strain of an all-out war effort bears down
on, the national economic and social structure. The
pressure of the American working class is the
only power that can deflect the drive towards fas-
cism these men will lead. Unless the gréat mass
of working -people of America ‘take political and
economic power into ‘their' own hands, ‘the’course
is all too clear. And Sidney Hillman is not the
kind of leader American labor must have in this
fight.

One Day Srtruke Gets Food-Workers What They Want

Wage Increases and Sliding Scale of Wages Highlight New Agreement

LABOR AcTioN
Glen Martin
Rats Scared

“Bpectal to Labor Action

‘LYNN, Mass.,, Feb. 17—One hun-
dred and sixty-five workers walked
out on strike at 5:30' a.un. last Friday
in -eight cafeterias of Huntt's, Inc,, in
Lynn and Salem. Not a single work-
er remained on the job and a solid
picket line forced all the cafeterias
to 'shut down tight.
. 'The workers, members of the
United Food Workers Union, Local
701 (CIO), went on strike when
their -demands for a substantial in-
crease in wages and for a sliding
scale of wages were refused.

Negotiations had been carried on
for a week, and the workers had
held regular meetings to hear the
reports of the negotiating committee
and decide on the procedure of the
committee. At Wednesday's midnight
meeting (the hour when the fewest

number of workers are on the joh),
it was decided that the union had
been negotiating long enough and
gelting nowhere. It was time to ecall
the company’s plant. |

The committee was instructed to
give the company an ultimatum: ei-
ther -all the workers’ minimums are
raised, some higher than others to
fill existing uneven gaps, especially
among the women workers, plus a 5
‘per cent general increase over that,
or else we strike. The committee
met with 'the company the next day
and presented its demands. The com-
pany refused. The following morn-
ing at 5:30 the workers went on
strike.

The workers were out only a few
hours when the company and all the
¢ity and state politicians up to and

including the Governor's office were
yelling at the State Board of Arbi-
tration to step into the picture. The
union-informed the Board that it was
willing to meet the company at any
time, buf made it plain that the
strike would continue and that the
Board would not be allowed 'to -ar-
bitrate one comma of the agreement,
knowing too well that the function
of these Boards is “conciliation” and
the stopping of strikes, no matter at
what cost to the workers.

The company met with the com-
mittee for a ten hour session and an
agreement was reached that was rat-
ified by the membership at another
midnight meeting that night. The
new contract calls for-an increase in
wages for all the workers. New
minimums on all the jobs—some-
thing ‘that the union considers its

biggest gain; workers to be paid for
six holidays when stores are closed;
five day week for night cashiers;
and a sliding scale of wages.

Although the sliding scale of wages
is regarded as one of the best ever
written into a union agreement, it
can stand much improvement. All
the features of the previous contiract
were retained—48 hour week, time
and a half for -all overtime, vaca-
tion with pay, closed shop, ete.

After the workers voted unani-
mously to accept the agreement they
decided to take the next day as a
‘holiday to rest up and at the same
time give the boss a little more time
to realize, just who had the power.
And the day that the workers de-
‘cided to take as a holiday was Dol-
lar Day, the busiest day of the year.

~ AFL Secks to Knife San Pedro CIO Shi pyard Union

Cooperation of All Progressive Union Forces on West Coast Seen as Vital

Special to Labor Action

‘SAN ‘PEDRO, Calif—Recent de-
wvelopments indicate that the AFL
craft union bureaucrafts, in coopera-
tion with the bosses, have opened a
widespread drive against the CIO
shipyard workers’ union in its Pa-
eific stronghold—San Pedro.

Where the workers are now large-
ly under one banner, the AFL
scheme is to cut a wedge into the

+ CIO control by signing an agreement -
with a yard now in eonstruction on
Terminal Island similar to the back-

door agreement it signed with the
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Consolidated shipyard last z;rear.

In recent years, -the shipyard in-
dustry has not been of great econom-
ic importance, but the workers nev-
ertheless united unanimously and
militantly in -the industrial union.
They won a closed shop and working
conditions without equal in the coun-
try. The AFL craft union, on the
other hand, remained completely
dormant. But, with the hard depres-
sion years temporarily over for the
shipyard workers, - the bureaucrats
have once again come to life. There
are juicy, initiation fees to be gotten
from new workers. The gravy ap-
pears to be "thick. And the bosses
approve!

Severe Struggle Ahead

What the AFL is letting the work-
ers in for is an exhausting ‘straggle
that may have damaging effects on
working conditions and standards.
The fight will be a severe one. By its
back-door maneuvers, the AFL has
persuaded ‘the bosses to set a $1.12%
rate for mechanics in some of ‘the
small boat ydards-around ‘the harbor,
where the prevailing CIO rate in the
big yards is $1.00 or, at best, $1.05.
This will be the wvital talking point
with the less experienced workers
who, magnifying the importance of

‘the ‘'wage ‘differential, will overlook
‘the 'main issue—a umion rcapable ‘of

fighting, now and in the future, for
conditions and wages. In this re-
spect 'the AFL union and the Indus-
trial do not even compare. With all
‘the men organized in the industrial
union they would be in an infinitely
better ‘position to ‘press for-substan-
tial concessions during ‘the war boom
.and after it, wheh, in the face of a
greater depression than the last, the
AFL union will be so much chaff in
the, wind.

The 'CIO union has a powerful fac-
tor 'in its favor in the support of the
large Longshoremen’s Local. Long-
shoremen in this port are happily
free of the strangling influence of
Harry Bridges and®his Stalinist ma-.
chine., They dre consequently free
to give militant support to”a pro-
gressive struggle.

SUP Role Vital

Unfortunately, the Sailors Union
of the Pacific, which could exert a
powerful influence in behalf of the
industrial union, has gotten involved
at the wrong end of the dispute.
With its splendid record of fearless
strugigle against the shipowners and
the boss government, and with its

ILET THE PEOPLE
VOTE ON WAR!

militant membe‘l_‘ship,' it could ad-
vance the cause of progressive union-
ism by cooperating with the progres-
- sive elements in the labor movement.
Instead, it seems to be backing the
proposel, conceived by the AFL bu-
reaucrats, to set up a separate rig-
gers’ loeal which will demand juris-
diction of all rigging in this area. It
is to be hoped that the Lundeberg
leadership of the SUP will see its
mistake in backing such a proposal.
For the victory of progressive union-
ism rests largely on the cooperation
of all the progressive union forces
in the area.

Forced-Labor

And apropos the conscientious ob-
jectors (see editorial column), a
reader calls our attention to a. scab
scheme the Government has devised
for handling the C.O.'s. They will be
put to work in reforestation, land
reclamation and so forth for their
service period at no pay. (The Gov-
ernment is, of -course, dead set
against forced labor—in other lands.)
Our reader adds that we may not
agree with the C.O.s, but 'that we
must certainly stand up for their
rights—and ‘for working class stand-
ards.

N\ o

"

By CIO *D'ri-ve

Special to Labor Action

BALTIMORE, Md.—Scared by the
CIO organization drive, the Glen L.
Martin company union, the Middle
Lever Aeronautical Employees - As-
sociation, has miracylously and sud-
denly taken up the cudgels for the
workers in the plant.

‘A leaflet issued by this ratty Dutﬂ{
has just informed the workers that
‘the MLLAES has waked from its two-
year sluinber and is “negotiating for:
Regular pay -for all legal holidays.
Five per cent bonus for second and
third shift. Sick leave...”

By a coincidence(?) the leaflet fol-
lowed an announcement by the UAW
(CIO) that Glen Martin will soon be
a CIO shop. )

The coincidence is as ‘strange as a
recent one of similar vintage: no
sooner had strike ‘talk begun in the
shop, when Martin decided gon a
Christmas bonus of a week's pay for
all ‘his employees as a reward for
their cooperation.

The men in Glen Martin are “hep”
to the MLAES. The only other time
that these company stooges beeame
occupied with the needs of the work-
ers was in 19389 when they -helped
break a CIO-strike. The MLAES re-
cently gotl: very ‘bold and tried to
convince the workers:that the Vultee
workers won a 62l2e an hour maxi-
mum after a militant strike. When
challenged to prove it, they beat a
hasty retreat 'into complete and to-
tal silence.

All of which points to the faet that
you can look forward-to seeing Glen
L. Martin a CIO shop, and Baltitmore
a’ union -town.

Frame Negro—

(Continued from .page 1)

leave work until six-thirty. +‘In an-
other, one woman “positively” iden-
tified him, although she had previ-
ously admitted she could not tell
whether her attacker was white or
colored. In still another, a woman—
testifying she could recognize ONLY
his voice—identified him without
hearing him speak! In descriptions
of the assailant's height, witnesses
differed one-half foot.

A score of character witnesses,
white and colored, swore to Finney’s
unimpeachable record. One white
mother stated aggressively, “I would
trust my own daughter with Ben
Finney.” Young colored girls, on the
stand, replied with magnificent feel-
ing to the cheap insults of Prose-
cutor Azar. A professor of psychol-
ogy testified that the women “vic-
tims” were incapable of. reliable ac-
counts and subject to wishful hallu-
cinations.

Despite every shred of ewdence to
the contrary, Finney was convicted
on one of the four frame-up charges
for which he was villainously tried.
An all-white jury, with definite Jim-
Crow prejudices, has pleased its
masters; they have convicted and
imprisoned innocent Ben Finney,

Finney, in discussions with the
reporter for LABOR ACTION, re-
vealed his personal strength and
heroism.

“I know this is not a case by it-
self,” he sdid, “and I know it does
not concern only my people. ‘I know
also that it will not end with my
eonviction ‘or -release. It must' be
fought all the way throng g

Throughout the erdeal the de-
fendant conducted ‘himself -with in-
telligence and ° restraint, justifying
the pride every white and ‘Negro
worker in the courtroom ‘felt for
him personally. His ‘demeanor, ‘by
comparison, made the :prosecution,
the judge and the police -leok like
the vicious morons they ‘are.

The ‘Akron Beacon Journal and the
Cleveland Plain Dedler, local dailies
of the -capitalist class, beth refused
to print-an inch of type covering the
shocking events of the trial.

In the courtroem . adjoining the
Finney trial, -an injunction case rep-
resenting the ‘Hotel and ‘Restaurant
Employees Union ‘fighting .powerful
boss interests was being 'held. More
or less the same audience observed
both proceedings, and the vital con-
nection between the struggle of
labor and all the oppressed was well
noted., Police and prosecutors of
Akron, long experienced in beating
and .jailing union militants, as-
sumed that one lene Negro would
serve as a scapegoat. They are be-
ginning to fear the truth—that Ben
Finney is not alone.

During the course of the trial, an-
other young Negro—Bernard Jones
—was arrested while walking to a
friend’s home. The police broke his
jaw and hold him {foday on an un-
disclosed charge. These acts of bru-
tality against the Negro 'people will
not ‘go ‘unanswered! A ‘Finney De-
fense Commitiee has been organized

to fight the cases of aney, Jones
and others.

— b ———————
With :the issue after the next
one, which will be out'in a ‘few

days, the New ‘Internationdl be-

comes a 32-page magazine.
Get your subscription now! The

rate is the same — $1.50 a

year!

-¥T SEEMS THAT DAN -GILLMOR, editor of the Stalinist front.magazine
Friday, has just bought up._the pulpwoed .magazines I‘opula.r “Psychology
Guide, and Silver Streak Comics. = )

‘What we éan’t tunderstand is -why @Gillinér hasn't ‘bought up a couple of
-gdngstér and ‘murdér “mystery ‘magazines. -Aftér all, there -must be a lot of
‘REAL talent for that-sert of wriling simong the ‘GPU's rostér-of international
gangsters, assassins, peisonérs, kidnappérs and terture chamber drtists.

» e »
""" ' ‘MAGAZINES
DIVISION) _

“We suspect ulterior purposes in the new drive for a six-day 'week in’de-
fense industries. . What some employels apparently want is to get rid nf
oveértime pay. "-—The Nation, January 18,1941,

Yes, sir, you've got to get up early to get ahead of The Nation!

ALA‘N‘H 'MOGENSEN, «'SPEI!D-UP:EX!'M recently told the foremeén's
cluh of the B. F. Goodrich Company that one of the reasons “for our inability
'do inérease :produetion” «lies in.the failure to understand the difference be-
‘tween “wotk ‘done-at'high speed” and “work done ig a ‘hiirry.”

-0./K., mister, we iglve up—~what:the heéllilS ‘ihe Qifference?

L] L g

GENERALLY SPEAKING, THIS COLUMNIST is not-the joining type.
‘Every once in a while, however, one of these:littleifervent organizations which
people organize to combat their pet peeves appeals to my old crusader's heart.
That anti-noise league,’ ‘for instance, which the great four-flusher LaGuardia
‘horned in on, had a gooii idea behind it. Right 'how, however, all my good
wishes are being extended to the Theater Booers movement which has sprung
up-in the Mid-West. The idea behind the movement is simple: instead of suf-
fei*lpg silently at the movies, members boo lustily at advertising shorts, stupid
Class D pictures, inane’newsreels and cheesy dramatics. Labor ought to take
up the idea. One of the first jobs'to ‘work out-on’isithe March of Time telease
on “Labor and Defense,” whlch ends on a speech denouncing strikes in the
war’industries.

° L] 2

'FLASH! FLASH! ROOSEVELT RECEIVING “LABOR ACTION"!

Ofte of those,persons who seems to have been scissorbills from birth in-
formed one of our LABQR ACTION salesmen out in Ohio that he sent a copy
of the paper to President Roosevelt every week, so that Roosevelt could read
sright with his own eyes the lies,that people were writing about him. So don't
‘beisurprised 1f you'find a’lettér toi the ‘sditor-denouneiiig - us, and ‘signed>Frank-
1linfD.;Roosevelt. It might arrive any day now.

. . ‘.

AN OPEN LETTER TO‘WESTBROOK PEGELER.
Dear Mr. Pegler:

Among those .gangsters, chiselers and plain‘rats shaking down a fat, un-
earned $60,000' per ¥ear income at the expense of the labor movement it seems
to me that.you-have forgotten onewsf the foulest.

His name:is Westbrook:Peglér.

Sincerély ‘yours,
) Lefty.
" e . e

HOW TO BE.-APATRIOT (LESSON NO. 1):
‘Gondemn ‘Hitler for his treatment of the !.rem forzet’how the Negroes are
‘treated in‘the:South. ¥
i : - L]

LIKE ME,'I SUPPOSE THAT -all:five 6f you readers of this column were
innocent vietims of the sob-stories on Laddie, the airedale, who died of lone-
-someness because his master was sent off to camp. Nobody seemed to worry
much ‘about the draftees wives, sweéthearts, sisters and brothers who were
‘1eft behind to suffer and to get along as best’ i:he;r ean-without beneﬁt of all the
care lavished up Laddie.

.In the thick -6f :all this guff, 1t is cheermg to note that at least one man,
Roosevelt has the interests of the masses continually in mind. We sée by the
‘papers that after the war: those men who were lucky enough to escape death
or horrible disablement are gaing to be taken care of. How, my friend? Why,
‘Roosevelt has elaborate plans for increased WPA projects.

It's wonderful, isn’t it? _J

"4l Men Are @m&tf

ﬂaeeandﬂgual...,”ih

The NAACP asked William 'S.
‘Knudsen to use his influence ‘as head
of the ‘“defense” program ‘and as
‘former -chief -of “General -Motors to
get them -to '‘¢hange their 'employ-
ment .policies with respeet to Ne-
groes. They called attention specifi-
cally to General Motors' -refusal to
'give Negroes any <skilled or ‘semi-
:skilled work .and reminded Knudsen
‘of his statement that: “We --\shallv-hw\e
need of the -active, aggressive and
‘enthusiastic cooperation of every
iman, woman:and-child in the Usited
‘States if we are'to 'make this arsenal
‘in America adequate to the -success-
iful defense of democracy and free-
‘dom (haw, haw).” Mr. Knudsen re-
plied that he now has -no control
over the -employment policies of
General Motors.

What all this jive adds up to is

this: Nobody:mentioned Negro when’

referring to “every man, weman and
child in the United States” AND—
Mr. Knudsen’s employment policies
with respect to the Negro are the
same -as .General Motors whether he
is the head of General Moters or
not.... So let’s all.get togethér “for
the successful defense of® d-e-m-o-c-
r-a-c-y and f-r-e-e-d-o-m.” Oh yeah!
‘o .

AFL President William Green,
when asked to cooperate ‘with other

individuals and ,groups in-requesting
an investigation of the persecution

-'of ‘Negroes ‘by ‘the ‘Crump political

machine in Memphis, based his re-
fusal on a report by Pres. Lev Lor-
ing, ‘AFL official in Memphis, who
states that “the Negroes who ‘abide
by ‘the law are not suffering and 'not
complaining.”!! ‘An even more im-
portant reason is that: “The CIO has
created quite an unrest -among ‘the
Negroes in this city by preaching so-
cial equality (horrors!).” ‘And to-cap
it -all, this profound bit of Cracker
wigdom: “Those who do preach so-
cial “equality ‘are only retardirvg the
Negro's-advancemerit and social wel-
fare....”

{. i}

‘A 'three weeks' strike organized by
the parents of 220 pupils at the Grant
School in. Fernddle, "Mich., ‘against
the ‘overcrowded ‘conditions in ‘the
sthool ‘rooms 'was ‘ended ‘last week

when -the ‘Ferndale Board of Educa-
tion ' capitulated -and agreed to rem-
edy the situation.

‘Although -every effort was niade
by the authorities to break the strike,
even ‘threatening ‘not topromote pu-

pils who stayed away, the parents.

remained firm until they wen their
‘demands.
Harlem—please note!

L ]
MEMPHIS —>Since the national
‘ele¢tions last ‘November, the Mem-

phis police, acting under the urging
of a political dietator, have ‘insti-

‘tuted -a .veritable ‘reign of terror

against the Negroes of the city.
Where threats ‘and other ‘coercive

means of intimidation fail, they re- .

sort to the well known Nazi tech-

nigue of mass arrests to harrass and

cow members of the black popula-
tion.

‘That they have not taken this step
is not for reasons of decency or.re-
spect for civil rights, but because the
‘eyes of the nation are foctwed upon
them, and because the Negroes them-
selves have stiffened their resistance.

This antagonism which ‘is being
fanned by the lodal authorities 'is a
sort of reprisal against Memphis
Negroes who voted a Republican
tickét in 'the November elections.

The trouble started when Dr. J. B.
Martin, head of the -Shelby ‘County
Republican organization and oper-
ator of a large drug store, was
warned sometime before the election
that if he ‘insisted on staging a
Willkie meeting, ‘his ‘drug store
would be picketed. Well, the meet-
ing was staged and the drug store
was picketed day and night.

All patrons, including ministers,
‘physicians and -even ‘school ‘children
who entered the store were subject-
ed to a ‘minute search. Rather than
be 'humiliated by ‘these indignities,
the "people ‘simply stopped -patroniz-
ing Dr. Martin’s -place. “The resuit,
of course, 'was the drug store went
olit df business and ‘Dr. Martin was
driven out of town.

The Memphis chief of ‘police says:
“This is‘a white man’s country ‘and
always will be, and any Negro who
doesn’t agree to ‘this better move
on.” — Editorial ‘from -Chicago Des

; ﬁ‘.hﬂer. ’
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In Memory of a Stamlus
Revolutionist: Leon Sedoff

In TFebruary, €38, Teon Sedoff, son of Leon Trotsky,
the great revelutionist wham Stalin-murdéred this last
August, mysteriously died in a Paris hospital of a sud-
denly acquired stomach ailment. The circumstances  of
hi§ death pointed clearly to the GPU, though the meth-
ods and weapons they used to achieve their foul pur-
pose have not yel been discovered. Now, on the third
driniversary of his death, which follows only by a few
days the ‘murder of another ‘GPU victim, Walter Kri-
vitsky, we reprint, in‘part, the text of a %;peei:h délivered
by Max Séhachtman at ‘the ‘memorial ‘meeting held ‘in
New York at the time of Sedofl’s detith,

Y

It is not customary among revolutionisis to pro-
nounce conventional and meaningless panegyrics upon
departed comrades ‘and ‘to extol ‘them ‘for virtues they
never pessessed. /

‘But our times are so darkened by treachery, by the
baeksliding of ‘renegades and turncoats, 'by -retirements
of ‘those  who -have become wearied or frightened at the
rigors of thie ‘struggle—that we do no meore than our sim-
ple duty when we gather to pay tribute to a soldier who
knew ‘neither fear nor 'fatigue, in whom were mingled
modesty, courage, devotion and a stubborn selfless de-
termination to ‘fight without thinking of the ‘possible
consequences to himself, for the final victory of history’s
greatest cause.

‘Leon Sedoff was cradled in.the revelution. He was
born at the time when the Russian working class ex-
perienced iis first great tumultuous awakening—in the
period of the Revolution of :1905. His father was chair-
man of the first soviet in history, the St.-Petersburg So-
viet of Workers' Deputies.

'From his earliest childhood he learned in the school
of life the meaning of the struggle for the proletariin
revolution. For 12 difficult years of reaction in Russia,
he shared with his father the vicissitudes of exile, living
one’'day in Austria and another in'Switzerland, now in
France and then deportation through Spain to the
United States.

The revolution in Russia released the 'family from
Czarist exile and enabled it to devote itself for the next
ten years to the'direct work of building and defending
the -socialist republic. -Leon Sedoff, as a 12-year-old
ehild, was already in 1917 a partisan—in his own imma-
ture way—of the -Bolsheviks and this brought down .
upon his'head more-than one struggle.

In:the Thick of the ‘Fight

‘He ‘was only 18 when ‘the fight broke out between
the Stalinist machine and the Trotskyists, who were.
then known as the Moscow Opposition of 1923. But like
most of the active and militant young communists of his
time, he flung himself into the thick of the fight on the
side of the revolutionary internationalists who weie de-
fending the heritage of the already dead Lenin.

-I-remember what he told me when I first met him in
Turkey in 1930. In spite of the difficulties and mathine-
maneuvers, the Opposition received the majority of the
votes in the nuclei of the young workers in the schools—
those whom Trotsky described as the most accurate and
sensitive barometer of the party. He remained an un-
compromising adHerent of the Bolshevik - Leninists
throughout 'the four long and intense years of struggle
inside ‘the party.

When the expulsions came, and with them exile to
Sibeéria and Turkestan, he continued to remain loyal to
his "principles. The bureaucratic machine made strenu-
ous efforts, especially among the- ynunger nembers of
the families of the Oppositionists, to  have:them rfenounce
their parents. To this day, the bureaucracy takes spe-
cial pride in printing statements from the sons or daugh-
ters or wives of its victims, from whom they have ex-,
torted denunciations and disavowals of their parents or
husbands.

"But they could get none from Leon Sedoff. When his
father wasexiled to Alma-Ata, he joined him voluntarily
and applied 'himself with all his energy and -talent to
the enormously difficult work of continuing the fight of
the '‘Opposition—an inseparable colldborator of Leon
Trotsky.

‘It ‘was during this period that he wworked with his
father on two documents which ¢onstitute perhaps the
two meost important works of Marxism in our genera-
tion: “The Criticism of the Draft Program of the Com-
munist ‘International” and “The Permanent Revolution.”
In the first Trotsky subjected the nationalist-doetrine of
Stalin and -Bukharin—socialism in a single country—to
a-eclassic, merciless, thorough-going criticism in the great
Marxian ‘tradition. In the second, a polemic against
Radek @nd Stalin, Trotsky forged an unbreakdble link
between -the theory of the permanent revolution as
enunciated by Marx and his own elaboration of this
theory, applied to the complexities of the international
class struggle in the twentieth century, which is un-
doubtedly the greatest contribution Trotsky or anyone
else has made in our time to the science of living
Marxism. .

The year in Alma-Ata was one of intense literary
activity and of a voluminous correspondence among the
exiled Oppositionists, in the course of-which the basic
cadres of the Leninists were tempered and kept‘together
in spite of the capitulators who abandoned the Opposi-

‘and unforgettable revolutionist,

tion and bent the knee to the reactionary 1eg1me. The
effectiveness of this activity infuriated ‘the Stalinists
and decided them in favor of even more ‘Draconian
measures, in the hope of breaking the ties that bound
Trotsky and Sedofl {o the proletarian reévolutionists in
Russia. 'In January, 1929, an administrative ordeér of the
GPU banished Trotsky from Soviet soil -and  déported
him to Turkey. It ‘marked the beginning o6f Trotsky's
third ‘exile from ‘Russia and the beginning of Sedoff's
‘second. »

'Despite theGreatest'Handicap

But the Stalinist machine had -miscalewlated. In
exile, Troisky was freer to'tighten and harden the ranks
ol the International Left Opposition in the capitalist
~countries, at the same time that he was able—at least
for a while—to continue contact with the Bolshevik-
Leninists in the Soviet Union. Once more he found in
his son a loyal, untiring and resolute collaborator.

Like his father, Sedoff looked upon ‘revolutionary
duty as standing above all other ‘considerations. Griev-
ous as was a separation from his parents, he neverthe-
less left them to take up residence' in Germany—the
country where it was most easily possible and feasible
to publish the first printed organ of thé 'Russiah Bol-
shevik-Leninists. ‘He was the managing edifor of the
“Bulletin” and despite the indescribable -difficulties, he
organized its distribution on a wide scale and ]cept it
going month in and month out.

On the eve ‘of the Nazi conquest of power in 1933,
Leon, who had remained by his' post m Berlin to the
very end and was being hunted by the ‘Hitlerites, was
compelled to flee to France. There he immediately re-
sumed publication of the Russian Bulletin. Without his
conscientious supervision it would'not have appeared.

There too he became one of the'founders of the Fourth
International, for his interests, like those of every revo-
lutionary ‘Marxist, went far beyond the boundaries of
the problems of the Soviet Union. ‘I ‘remember him -at
the conference in Atigust, 1936, where the foundation
stones were laid for the Fourth International. In spite
of the miaddening ravages of a headache and a disorder
of ‘the throat which reduced his voice to a whisper, he
participated actively and energetically in the reports and
discussions, especially on the Russian question, giving-
the other delegates the benefit of the solid Marxian
learning and the revolutionary experiences which, al-
though he was then only 30, he had already accumulated
in the movement and in the class struggle.,

He was not unaware of the danger of his activity,
but he swas unmindful of it. He knew that the work he
was carrying on, the work carried on by his father, was
unforgivable in the eyes of the counter-revolutionists:in
the Kremlin. They, in turn, knew that neither Trotsky
nor-Sedoff could be bought or bribed into:that Byzan-
tine sycophancy which Stalin demands of all his fol-
lowers; that they could not be intimidated or silenced
by threats, even when these threats were backed, as they
were, by the vast and sinister power of the GPU.

‘Hunted: and -Hounded by the GPU »

And when it became clear that while others, like
Zinoviev or Radek, might capitulate, Trotsky and Se-
doff would continue unflinchingly by -their posts: when

‘it became eclear that 'their work was like a thorn that

every day dug deeper into the hide of the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy throughout the world, Stalin determined to
rid -himself by viclence of the opponents against whom
his reactionary ‘political arguments were..of ‘no -avail.
The Stalin clique determined to make Trotsky -and

‘his ‘family -pay with their lives for their steadfastness

and devotion to the international revolution. And one
by one, the bestial machine of the modern Genghis Khan
has struck down the children of -that unbending revo-
lutionist who remained adamant in-the face of adversity.

In June, 1928, while he was still in exile in Alma-
Ata, Trotsky and his life-companion, Natalia Ivanovna
Sedoff, learned of the-death of their first daughter, Nina
—learned of it 72 days after it occurred. Tubercular, her
husband arrested and exiled, she died in -Moscow, ‘de-
prived, of proper care and treatment by a cynieal gang
of bureaucratic monsters.

In January, 1933, their second daughter died in Ber-
lin. Zinaida Volkov committed suicide, but she-felt her-
self driven to it by the murderous persecutions of her
father's enemies in the Kremlin. In the same way,
Trotsky’s -secreétary, Glazman, was driven to suicide in
1924, ‘In ‘the same way, his life-long ‘friend, the noble
‘Adolf Abramovich
Yoffe, was driven-to suicide in Moscow 'in .1927.

-Almost exactly four years after the death of-Zinaida,
early in 1937, ‘Sergei Sedoff was arrested on-the charge
of -plotting ‘the mass -poisening of workers in the fac-
tory where he worked. He has not b&en heard of since,
and we do not know if he is alive.

Even before that, Alexandra Lwovna :Bronstein, -past
the ‘age of 70, was-exiled to'Siberia, in total disregard
of her 50 years in the service of the Russian Revolutipn,
and only because -$he was guilty of the unforgivable
¢rime of being the first wife of Leon Trotsky.

And now, -the last of Trotsky's children, Leon Sedoff,
lies dead and buried in the cemetary of the Commu-
nards massaered in Paris in 1871. The circumstances of
‘his death are sufficiently suspicious. We know that he

'LEON ‘SEDOFF

was under' the surveillance of the GPU.. We know that
he was'being watcheéd by the same Gangstels who mur-
dered Ignate ‘Reiss in Switzerland.’ We, know that he
wags;a, speeial ob]ect, of hatred of Stalin and, the crew-of
wrefched . -assassins .who "rule  the Soviet, Union today.
And even:if it Qhou]d. 1.‘urn out ‘that his_death was di-
recily due'to the conaequences of an innocent operation,
we stand: heré today ‘and’ chalge that the despot of‘the
‘Kremlin—who hounded “and persecuted Leon - and . his
pavents,” who ' drove them ‘from’ Russia and .from one
country. to another, who murdered their comrades of
today and yesterday in the cellars of the GPU, who
made them outlaws at the mercy of any gunman’s bullet
by virtue of the verdicts of his hand-picked courts, who
set assissins to spy upon hiin and to plan his death—we
charge that this modeérn C.:un is just as guilty of the
death of Leon Sedoff as if he had himself driven a dag-
ger through his heart,

How miserable are the misecalculations of these auto-
crats in power! Is'the past of these power-drunken bu-
reaucrats so completely obliterated in their own minds
that they forget how impossible it is to erush a rising,
progressive, revolutionary movement by mere force—
by persecytion, by trials that are an infamous travesty
upen justice, by imprisonment, by execution and by as-
sissination?

The early socialist movement of the ‘last century
suffered no less heavy blows, and it survived: while its
detractors and traducers disappeared into oblivion.

We do not'fear extinetion, 'for we know, as did Leon
Sedoff, and all true Marxian revolutionists before -him,
that our cause is linked with the inexorable processes

of social evolution, that reaction may delay its triumph,

but never prevent it. We remember the inspiring words.
of ‘Ferdinand ‘Lassalle, the flaming tribune of the Ger-
man . proletariat:

“From the high watch:towers of science, gentlemen,
one can discern the 'red dawn of the new day sooner
than’if one is situated in’'the turmoil of daily life.

“Gentlemen, have. you ever witnessed a sunrise from
a high mountain top?

“A purple ‘border -tinges ‘the extreme horizon with a

-red-and -bloody ‘glow" that-announces the new:light; mist-

and ‘fogs tise and contract into ‘great mounts, attacking
the rosy dawn, and:for the moment concealing its rays:
but no power on earth is capable of hindering the slow
and majestic ascent of the sun itself, which, but a single
hour later, will stand bright and warm in the sky visible
to all the world.” )

The untiring work of the fearless champion of revo-
lution, Leon Sedoff, was a‘herald of that rising sun.

‘His life, so young, so cruelly cut down before it had
an opporfunity to reach its'full flowering, was a shining
example for the revolutionists of our generation' and
the next.

‘The stigma which Stalin’s ‘Bloody Assizes sought to
besmireh him with in the trials of the Old ‘Bolsheviks, -
the monstrous slanders with which it sought to cover
him—those are badges' of' honor well earned by the dead
revolutionist.

‘We dedicate ourselves.to the work of rescuing his
name from slander. ‘The calumniators of ‘the dead are.

‘the oppressors of the living. The wvindication of the

martyred dead lies in the unrelenting struggle against
the tyrants and ‘against all tyranny.

Stalin has wreaked a frighitful revenge upon the
family of Leon Trotsky, the revenge of the common
criminal. |

We are pledged to avenge !our dead. But we disdain
the methods of the:gunman -and the skulking assassin.

Ours.are the methods of the great teachers. Ours are

~the ‘methods of the eclass struggle, of ‘the fight in open

combat, of the victory honestly won. In open combat,
the Bolsheviks weon their revolutionary triumph over
capitalism. In open combat, we shall win ours. In open
combat, we shall win the struggle to destroy the horri-
ble plague of Stalinism -which is eating out the \m.als of
the labor movement

From the Diary of a Migratory Worker

(Continued from Last Issue)

Three weeks' work picking tomatoes and it's near
time for frost. We left the tomatoeg fo pick English
walnuts in 'Crow Canyon. ‘The place we chose was a
1200 acre ranch with labor contracted by Jim-Reed. In
his camp there were 16 cabins and a shower house. The
cabins were filled by himself and his stooges who fol-
lowed him from crop to crop. The others 6f us pitched
our tents just outside of éhls charmed circle. A bath and
not having to go a mile for drinking water-are decided
advantageés which we did not have in the tomato fields,
and which my wife appreciated very much. Our first
night we learned there is discontent with ‘the high-
handed way with which Reed handled his workers. One
picker explained to me that it was a result of the lost
Lodi grape strike held by UCAPAWA in 1939. He said
the union spent $20,000 bucking the growers, Bank of
America, American Legion, Chamber of Commerce, etc.,
_and ‘the only results were many 'pickers gassed and 18
thrown into prison. It was his opinion the next show-
down would come in the cotton fields. He was hopeful
that with the disecontent shown in this .camp, a sponta-
neous demonstration would soon break here.

The price for picking and sacking -English walnuts
was 25 cents a sack. This seemed reasonable enough
until we learned the method of picking and sacking.
Each picker’s family was given a row of trees at a time,
a heavy wooden mallet, and a 16 foot pole. The man
went ahead, climbing the trees and knocking the nuts
off with the wooden mallet. Those that he was 'not able
to knock off with the wooden mallet he had to reach
with the 16 foot pole. This was slow, as the nuts were
green and hard to dislodge from the trees. The women
followed—a tree behind—crawling on their hands and.
. knees picking up the nuts, sorting them and placing
them in buckets. It took about 4 or 5 buckets 'to make
a $dck full, ‘At-2 pam. we had-made 75 cents when the
; tru‘é_ks “came ‘around ‘picking up ‘full sacks ‘and leaving

e

empty ones. 'We had been hired to sack these nuts in
regular 100 1b. sacks. To our surprise we:found the new '
sacks of all sizes from 100 lbs. up. ‘Upen our :protest to
Reed, he said, “You'll put them in the sacks as you come
to them or else move on—and you and you (picking out
several of us) I 'don't like your attitude. Damn .you, I
don't believe you want to work. Go to the office, get
your pay, and clear”” THe rest of the slaves -meekly
went back to work while we headed south,- lookmg for
the cotton and some means of fighting back against
slavery.

In Madera County the cotton picking was just start-
ing. The cotton here was as nice cotton as-a .planter
could want. The stalks ranged in height from 5 to ‘8
feet. They were so close together, it was like plowing
through tropical foliage to walk between the rows. The
price paid for picking was 85 cents per hundredweight.
There was a charge of $2.00 a week ‘for a-space to piteh
your tent and for water. The pickers furnished their
own sacks at a cost of $1.10 each. The average picker
picks between 200 to 300 pounds a day..If he-deals with

the company commissary he will have to ‘have two or -

three pickers in the family to live on beans and pota-
toes at their prices. Usually the picking is so far from
town that, the pickers not having any cash and the 'cot-
ton tickets being good only at the commissary, they are
forced to deal there,

Talk of Strike and Organization

Our third morning in the field a string of seven or
eight autos drove down the road at the end of our cot-
ton row with big slogans painted on banners. The slo-
gans told us there was a county-wide strike on, involv-
ing the 6,000 to 7,000 cotton pickers in Madera County.
Of 'the approximately 150 picking families -in the ‘field
with Us, about 75 quit outright and moved away. They
said they had had experience with the California UCA-

PAWA before and they knew -Stalin’s little boys would
let it. die, but they did not want to seab on any union.
The rest of us went to the eamp fo wait and see what
would happen next. ‘One of the men drove finto the
town and got the Madera and San Jose papers. They

_played the strike up strong, -even hinting of the Gover-

nor being called upon to act as mediator. The follow-
ing ‘day there was only about 40 families left in the
cainp ‘when -others began to -drift in. When informed of

‘the strike they laughed and said the gins all over the

county seemed to be operating as usual. Being very low
in:gasoline -and  grocery money, we drove around to try
to find out something. At last we located one of the offi-
eials of the union, who told us the sirike had been
called off. ‘He said they were going to attempt to or-
ganize the rpickers ‘further south.

In our/ passage 'through Tulare County we learned
the-same 'thing 'had ‘happened with the strike there. We
went just north of Bakersfield in Kern County before
stopping “again. Thinking maybe we could make more
money pieking olives 'than in picking cotton, we looked
into ‘it. ‘We learned that the olive rpickers had ‘to fur-
‘nish ‘their own ladders and buckets and only received
‘80 cents-per box for'picking:them. The most any couple
could -possibly ‘pick was five or six boxes a day. So we
stuek ‘to ‘eotton.

Thb_place-'wg'st'opped at-had about 700 acres of cotton
to be picked. There was-a public camp about two miles
aw#y. This cotton was three to-five feet high, which was
mtich better from the pickers' viewpoint than the cotfon
in Madera‘County. After finishing-the first picking the
pickers demanded $1.00 per hundred instead of the 85
cénts we had been receivirig. We won our demands only
to have a damn labor-contractor contract the work from
unider us dat 90 cents ‘per ‘hundred. And so once more
we move oh.

; - (Continned in Next Tssue)
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Students Offered
$100 in Contest
‘On Sharecroppers

The fifih annual observance of
National Sharecroppers Week, March
2-9, will once more be marked by
an edueational contest in the ‘high
schools and colleges of the nation.
High sehool students will discuss the
.origin of the sharecropping system
or deseribe the conditions of the
sharecroppers in a 250 word -essay.
Total prizes of $50 will be awarded
to the four best essays. The pres-
entation will be made at a public
‘dinner to be held in New York City
during the week, March 2-9. The col-
lege” students will discuss at some
length (2,000-3,000 words), with orig-
inal research, the relation of civil
liberties and sharecroppers. Total
awards of $150will bé made for the
selections. Outstanding
educators will be the judges in both
the high school and college contests.
“All under-graduates are-éligible for
participation in both contests.

National . Sharecroppers Week is
under the joint. auspices of the
Southern Tenant Farmers Union and
the Workers Defense League, its offi-
cialy defense agency.

. : s

‘Defense’ Prog fam
Means Reduced
Labor Standards

“Any major increase in the present
defense program—such as' war it-
self might bring—almost™ certainly
would mean longer working. hours,
or a reduced standard of living, or
both.” These are the introductory
words to a report just issued by the
Twentieth Century Fund—a research
organization financed and backed by
prominent American business men.

Pointing out that prevailing labor
legislation such as the “Fair Labor
Standards Act” of 1937 does not pre-
vent the -raising of hours above 40

;per week, the report notes that cur-

rent “defense” programs will not
necessitate a lengthening of the week.

‘But ‘expansion is sure to come this

yvear and in 1942, Then “a general
lengthening of working hours will
be called for.”

In studying what work-week should
yield the maximum output per work-
er the report generously claims that
“there is some reason to think it

‘may lie between 48 and 60 hours for

most occupations in  the United
States.” In other words, the 8-hour
‘day for 6 days; or the 10:-hour day
for 6 days! Here is advance notice
of what American war production

will mean to our working class.

One of the most shameful things
to note about the “Twentieth Cen}ury
Find” and its anti-labor "“research
activity” is the membership of Philip
Murray, President of the CIO as a
member of the Committee which
drew up the report outlined above.

World at War-—-

(Continued from page 1)

vantage. The absorption of Rumania
is already a fact and Britain has
gone so far as to write her off. .
With Bulgaria, Hitler came to an
agreement almost from the start.
Bulgaria admitted at once her ina-
bility to prevent any German troop
movements through her territory
and agreed “in principle” to such a
step. The Nazis control her body
and soul and Russian maneuvers
there were never taken seriously.
Of all the Balkan countries only
Turkey was seriously considered as
a possible bar to the Nazis. In fact

“the Turks went so far as to hold

joint staff talks between their com-
manders and the British.

Now we see the Turks and the
Bulgarian vassals of Hitler in a non-
agression pact. Only yesterday the
Turkish press was full of threats of
war against Bulgaria were she to
permit the passage of German troops
through her territory. The pact is a
complete reversal of this stand since
it takes for granted German troop
movements through Bulgaria.

"It is difficult to give any other in-
terpretation to the pact than that in
the face of a showdown the Turks
have retreated before the might of
Hitler. This, despite assurances from”
London that the pact will not pre-
vent Turkey from living up to her
commitments to Great Britain. The
Turks were forced to content them-
selves with the assurance that the
Nazis will confine their operations to
the Greeks and will stay away from
the Dardanelles. It is reported that
the Nazis have used Russia, wi
whom the Turks have been on excel-
lent terms, to convince her of this.
It seems that Moscow has been very
persuasive, and not tl:ne least effec-
tive argument must have been that
the Turks could not expect any aid

from Russia should she follow a dif- .

ferent course.

If the Nazis in their operations
agianst Greece succeed in effeciing
the neutrality of Turkey, as it ap-
pears they will, then the position of
Greece and Britain in Greece and
in the Mediterranean will be'consid-
erably weakened. The neutrality of
Turkey will be a major diplomatic
victory for Hitler and will strength-
en the capitulatory tendencies in the
British ruling class. To offset this
Washington will have to go to even
greater lengths in its partwipatlon in

the war on the side of, British 1rn-_

perialism. .

Of Special
Interest
fo Women

By Susan Green

I know of al least one incident of his visit to Eng-

land that Mr. Wendell L. Willkie will not {alk about.
Morgan's candidate for President in the last eélection

and Morgan's -personal representative to England will

have lots to say to make war propaganda in the inter
ests of the House of Morgan. And this particular incia
dent will not fit in. ) Lo
Planned to coincide with Willkie’'s arrival at a
swanky hotel for a luncheon engagement, London wom=

en staged a food demonstration. While the poor are ra=

tioned and don't get enough food to keep their souls in

their bodies, the hotel larders-are bursting with all the

delicacies that the pall;\pel‘Ed palates of the rich require.

They eat of these delicacies to their hearts' contént and

get their regular rations anyway. But not so the poor!

A food demonsiration before this swanky hotel was,
therefore, quite in order and certainly Mr. ‘Willkie
should report it as pa.lt of 'the ‘London ‘scene.
demonstration ‘was ruthlessly broken up, and the repre-

seniative of the *great demoeracy overseas” will not

disturb -his countrymen by reéporting the evidénces. of
lack of dempcracy in: England.
A

We must. give the devil his due. When Ameriéan._ i
capitalism is really interested in doing something, it

does it up brown.

Take this matier-of war, for insfance.

Certainly everything is swinging along at a brisk
pace. Billions of dollars of orders are being handed out.
Plants are being expanded and new ones are being
built. The military camps are -full of conseripts being
turned into soldiers. Congress is debating and will soon
pass a bill making an all-powerful warlord of the Presi-
dent. The Treasury Department is cooking up ways:-and
means of extracting every dollar from the masses. There
is no monkey busingss.

But when American capitallsm s -not interested ‘in
the business at hand, -how it a-hemns and a-haws! There
isn't money and there isn't the power. Every possible

objection is raised. There is ‘stalling and stalling and

more stalling.

Take the matter of proper schools for children, for
instance.

In the great city of New York the richest city in the
world, you would think the schools are something ‘to
be proud of. Some of them are. But plenty of thein are
a crying shame.

Chl]dren, numbering 150,000, go to schools that are

unsamtary and unsafe. One out of ‘every three ‘New °

York City schools is NOT FIREPROOF. Some of the
structures date back as far as 1875. The foilets are the
worst imaginable,

In some classrooms children sit in their coats all day
because there are no wardrobes or because of insuffi-
cient heat. Or they work crowded against piping hot
radiators because of lack of space. In some schools, the
gymnasiums constitute a danger to the life and limb'of"
ihe children using them. In others, children have to.go
through cold yards to get to the antiquated toilets.

Under the so-called reformer, LaGuardia, as under
Tammany's Walker, these conditions continue. Ameri-
can capitalism as such is just not interested enough in
such things to make a thorough job of them. Affer all
what matter the lives of 150,000 poor children!

BUT WHEN IT COMES TO FIGHTING FOR ‘FOR-
EIGN MARKETS—why, that's another story!

Every housewife can understand how nice and pleas-
ant it must be for the gregarious Londoners. Imagine
the fun of crowding together on damp, stony floors, surs
rounded by buckets of excretion from human bodies,
with rats romping about and water gurgling down the
cave roof and walls.

Yet it is being noised about—as reported by :Ernie
Pyle in the World-Telegram—that the poor people of
England actually ‘'ENJOY living underground worse
than animals, They are supposed to be as pleased as

‘punch, and they will not want to give up their cave

dwelling existence even after the war.

We are supposed to believe such frightful lies be-
cause the super-democratic British government does-not
care to build shelters for the masses that are fit for hu-
man beings.

Maybe you are one of the few lucky working women
whose family has had a more or less steady income.
Maybe you have been so awfully lucky that, by dint of
seraping and pinching, you have been able to-save a‘few
dollars.

Are you feeling a little bit secure, thinking that if .

that rainy day comes, you will have something to tfide
you over? Were you going to a decent doctor about
that pain, now that you have the money saved'up? Or
were you planning to buy some much needed furniture?

Whatever you have had in mind to do with, your
meagre savings, it does not matter any more. The ‘gov-
ernment has decided to spend YOUR SAVINGS for
airplanes, battleships, tanks and guns.

It is a capitdlist war, but you and you and YOU are
helping to pay for it. You pay a tax on every darned
thing you buy—and that money goes for war. You and
your husband pay an income tax on your miserable
wages—if you don't now, you will soon—and that money
goes for war. And now, from the Treasury Department,
comes ‘the announcement of a nation-wide drive to sepa-
rate people from then' savings—and that money will go.
for WAR.

There will be issued by the Government war" savmgs
stamps and baby bonds. Tremendous public .pressure
will be exerted to make the poor people who have been
so foolish as to try to save a little money, part from it,
For the money that was to take you to the doctor or buy
a new bed, Urcle Sam will build an army, navy-and air
force big enough to protect the profits of American capi-
talists throughout the world.

* Yes, your savings will go'TO PROTECT THE PROF-
ITS 'OF PROFITEERS—not to save democracy. You

can't even have the comfort of knowing your meney is .\'

being used for a good cause. Such an eminent authority
on the nature of war as War-President Woodrow Wil-
son himself let the cat out of the bag when he said: __..

“Is there a man or a woman—let me say is there a
child—who does not know that the seeds of war in the
modern world are industrial and commercial rivalry"’

You have every right, working women, fo be good

and mad! RRIE 1l

Boston Readers . ..
DAVID COOLIDGE

will speak on
“The Negro and the Second -
World War" '

SUNDAY At Masonic Temple
FEBRUARY 23 1095 Tremont' t..

But the
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The meeting is ‘being held under the a
of the Boston Branch of the Workers
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LABOR ACTION

'OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
THE WAR

1. Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war: All war funds to the unemployed.

2, For a rising scale of wages to meet
increasing cost of living. Thirty-Thirty
—8$30 weekly minimum wage—30-

hour wssk(y maximum for all workers.

Expropriate the Sixty Families. For
Government ownership and workers
control of .all war industries—avia-
tion ,steel, chemicals, railroads, public
utilities, etc.. _

Against both imperialist war camps.
For the Third Camp of World Labor
and the Colonial Peoples.

Let the people vote on war. For the
right of youth to vote at the age
of 18.

Abolish secret diplomacy. Open the
files of the. State Department.

Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
_the colonies. Hands off Latin America.

Against compulsory military training
and conscription.

For the defense of civil liberties and
workers’ rights. Stop the persecution
of aliens. Against the M-Day Plans
and war-time dictatorship.

For full social, economic and political
equality for Negroes. End diserimin-
ation rlgamsl Negroes in imhu!rr and
trade unions.

For an independent Labor Par!:‘.

For Workers’ Defense Guards against
Fascist and vigilante attacks.

No confidence in the Roosevelt gov-
ernment. For a workers’ government
and a people’s army. ,
For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Amer-
icas, for the Socialist United States of
Europe, and for the World Secialist
Federation.

’

The ‘Teachers
‘Union Dispute

The Executive Council of the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers voted’ last
Monday to expel several Stalinist con-
trolled locals. The action will be submit-
“ted for final decision to a membership
referendum.

What is the |ssue3 While the official
.indlctment includes many trivial and
vague charges, the real charge is that the
locals in question are controlled by the
Communist Party. Now, we have not
been the least hesitant:in exposing the
anti-democratic and disruptive activities
of the Stalinists in the unions. A few
weeks ago we reported the resignation of
a group of progressive and liberal teach-
ers from the New York Teachers Union,
Local 5, because they could not stomach
-the Stalinist policy and bureaucratism.

However, this dissident group did not
question the right of Local 5's several
thousand members to have a union of
their own, served by leaders of their own
choosing ond shaped according to their
own policies. The group did not prgpose
that the charter. of Local 5 be lifted. In-
stead, faced with this particular situation,
the group called upon the executive coun-

. cil to charter a second local in New York

- which would be able to organize the

teachers repelled by Stalinism.

The Stalinists of course opposed this
proposal. Their Howard University local
submitted to national referendum an
amendment to the union constitution pro-
hibiting the executive council from char-
tering a second local where another Jocal
existed.

While the referendum was pending,
the executive council, at a meeting pre-
vious to the one mentioned above, brought
charges against Local 5. It is reported

that the Howard Universify amendment:

. was defeated by a majority yote of the

_national membership, thus clearly giving
the executive council the authority to ac-
cept the request of the New York pro-
gressives and liberals.

Instead the executive council is press-
ing the expulsion of Local 5 and other
Stalinist controlled locals. Believing it has
~the support of the majority of the na-
tional members (but not assured of the
two-thirds majority necessary for lifting
a local charter at the next national con-
vention), the council is submitting the
matter to referendum.

In its statement explaining its action
the council declares that the issue in-
‘volved is “democracy.”” To which it adds
 that the disputes in the union ““must; be
- placed in the context not only of America

but also of the bitter struggle of democ-
racy with totalitarianism in its several
forms throughout the world."” :
 We are, of course, opposed to totali-
tarianism wherever it raises its ugly head.
' We are no less definitely against the ob-.
. vious reference to the present imperialist
. War gs one betWeen demdcracy and totdli-
tari msm

democracy by democratic means. And in
the unions that means a struggle for free
discussion and election. In our opposition
to the Stalinists in the unions, we know
that it is only by convincing the rank and
file union members that we can destroy
their poisonous influence. Any other
course is not only grist to the Stalinist
mill, but is contrary to the building of a
healthy, democratic, militant union move-
ment.

The action of the executwe councnl
should be defeated in the referendum.

9,000,000!

The CIO estimates that in the month
of November, 1940 (the latest month for
which figures are available) unemploy-
ment in the United States totalled 9,129, -
000. That despite considerable reemploy-
ment in the heavy industries, and despite
the fact that some 400,000 young men
joined the armed forces in the year before
conscription.

Nine million people unemployed in
the midst of a'gigantic profits boom! Nine
million people; and their families, with-
out the means to eat or live decently.
Nine million people who have the right
to jobs—or decent government relief if
jobs cannot be found for them. Nine mil-
lion people who have been denied ade-
quate relief by the Roosevelt government
which has deprived the unemployed of all
but a meagre pittance in order to pour the
great resources of this country into war
preparation.

In face of the industrial boom, many
sections of the labor movement have be-
gun to ignore the needs of the unem-
ployed as though that problem no longer
existed. The problem .is still a real one,
and will forever be a real one, in greater
or lesser degree at any given moment, so

long as the workers don’t take industry -

and government into their own hands.
Instead of life-destroying instruments
of war, let the government use its funds
to feed and house the unemployed ade-
quately.
Let all labor demand, as the mine

workers are doing, the six hour day at no

reducfion in pay in order to absorb work-
ers who cannot get jobs. .

And forward to the day when people
will not starve in the midst of plenty!

Fd

In Defense...

We live in a real democracy. Good.
That's what they tell us, and for the mo-
ment we don’t want to quibble about it.

But we do know that in a real democ-
racy there is such a thing as freedom of
opinion and conviction (you know—the
kind of freedom Roosevelt says he wants
to save in Europe). We know too, that
even if it isn't always applied, the Con-
stitution guarantees precisely such a’ free-
dom.

What, then, about the conscientious
objectors who out of religious or political
conviction oppose the war and therefore
refuse to serve in the war machine?

Last week, Judge Alfred C. Coxe sen-
Eenced two C.0.’s to two years in jail after
a fifty minutes’ trial. What had they done
so heinous that it warranted a stiff jail
sentence? They had refused to register
for the draft because it was against their
convictions—and so notified the author-
ities.

Now, as we explained in LABOR AC-
TION some time back, we disagree with
the conscientious objectors. We believe
their convictions to be wrong, ineffectual
and deceptive. At best, theirs is a futile
program from which no concrete anti-
boss-war results can come. At worst,
theirs is a program which actually inter-
feres with the adequate conduct of a mili-
tant anti-war struggle by creating con-
fusioq and spreading deception. .

Still, they are, in our opinion, demo-
cratically entitled to hold to their false
conviction. We, in the working class anti-
war movement, take it upon ourselves to
point out to the working class wherein
conscientious objection is erroneous, why
it should not be adopted. But when the
C.0.’s come up against the much-flaunt-

- ed "democracy” of this land, when the

"democratic’ courts seek to put them in
jail, then we rise to their defense .

In the punishment meted out to the
two C.O.'s you have a preview of war-
time rule 1 the United States once we
are otticially in the war—which will soon
be accomplished, if Roosevelt has his way,
as it.seems he will, in an even more high-
hdndéd woy than h:s preparatlon for. the

The Chinese Sfahmsts and
Chiang Kai-Shek at Odds

By MAX STERLING

A new and major crisis has devel-
oped between Chiang Kai-Shek and
the Chinese Stalinists. The ‘Tass
agency recently reported the events
which gave rise to the crisis. Its

_report revealed that the Stalinist

Fourth Route Army had lost 4,000

dead and 2,000 prisoners in a bloody -

Oun Reaclau

battle between it and troops of the
Chinese government. The Fourth
Route Army was broken up as a re-
sult of the battle and .the Stalinist
commander was held for trial and
charged with rebellion. Tass gloom- -
ily predicted that this marked the
beginning of a campaign on the part

of Chiang Kai-Shek to liquidate the

Tahe the %aaa

ATTENTION TO THIS
TURGENT PLEA!

To the LABOR ACTION and to the
Editor, i

We are members of cannery, agri-
cultural packing workers allied
workers of America in this organ-
ization Local (we withhold the local
number for obvious reasons—Ed.).
About half of us out here in the
sharecroppers camp cant hardly get
bread to help our children. We are
suffering. I myself and my little boy
is in a suffering condition. My little
boy hasnt got fittin clothes to wear.
Can you please help us.

Please put this report in the paper.
Maybe some one will help us and
please answer soon.

From your sister.
Mrs. N.

(We add our own appeal to that
spoken by Sister N. We cannot pub-
lish Sister N.'s address but LABOR
ACTION will transmit such help as
is offered by our readers. Please act
quickly! The need is great—Ed.

' @
WANTS A SHOP PAPER
IN BREWSTER PLANT

Editor:

I don’t think that your réporter in
the article in the Feb. 3 issue of LA-
BOR ACTION, was right in heading
his article “CIO Workers March ‘on
Every Front.” I think this column
should have been headlined “CIO
Workers Held" Back on Every Front
by the Union Leadership.” Take the
case of the recent Brewster contract.
This contract was shoved down our
throats by the union officials (and
the same “boys” have the nerve'to
try to run for office in our next
union election, being held this week!)

At a general membership meeting
held a few days before the contract
was accepted we made it plain by a
unanimous vote that at the very least
we wanted a contract exactly like
Vultee’'s. All the brothers at thé
meeting felt that if we couldn’t get
that we were ready to go out on
strike. I remember quite clearly
some of the boys saying, “Let's give
‘em 72 hours,” or “NO, make it 48"
Do you think that with the millions

~of dollars ‘of government contracts’

that Brewster has, that we would
* have stayed out more than a couple
of day? Nuts!

I'm from Missouri, and it'll take a
helluva lot of talking to prove to
me that the way the Brewster con-
tract was handled by the union offi-
cials, hasn’t also been used in other
unions. If it wasn't for that, I'm sure
that strike news would have taken
up so much space that most papers
would have had to leave out their so-
ciely column (or maybe that's more
important). '

The letters you have been print-
ing from Brewster workers shows
that we in Brewster. need ‘a local
shop paper. 1 know damn well that
most of the brothers want to see such
a paper. The brothers who have

L wutten to your paper (and whose

grievances I agree with), ineluding
myself and probably a lot more,
would like to see these letters print-
ed in our own paper, instead of an
outside labor paper, because I don't
think that all of our grievances
should be made public. We should
be able to work out our own an-
swers. I know we have the money
to print such a paper, once or twice
a month, and why it hasn't been
done before, I don't know. I would
be willing to bet my last cent that
it's probably the fault of the old ex-
ecutive board, since they have been
running everything for at least a
year now: If we do get such a pa-
per, it should be handled by and for
the membership, and not by these
boys.
Thank you.
B.

SAYS IT COULD BE
TOLD IN LESS WORDS

Dear Comrades:

In the December issue of the New
International appeared an article, “Is
Russia a Workers' State?” in which
#he author is struggling to tell us
that it is not. I agree with the arti-
cle, all right, but not with the way
it was written. It took 14,000 words

to tell us what a good trained theo-

retician could have told us on a
penny postcard. So here is my ver-
sion of the subject matter, and if
you think it is worth the space in
LABOR ACTION, then" print it.

In Germany, the means of produc-
tion and distribution are privately
owned and controlled by the police
power—the Nazi party—in the inter-
ests of the capitalist state; there-
fore, we'll call this system State
Capitalism.

. In Russia the means of. production
and distribution are collectively
owned and controlled by the police
power—the OGPU—in the interests
of the bureaucracy; therefore, we'll
call this system State Socialism.

In the so-called democracies the
means of production and distribution
are privately owned and privately
controlled; the police power is being
used against the workers only in
wage and industrial disputes; there-
fore, we'll. call this system Capital-
ist Democracy, or Capitalist Anarchy
—whichever you choose.

In the United States, the New Deal
is a Capitalist Democracy, whereas
the era before the New Deal was a
Capitalist Anarchy.

The *approaching proletarian revo-
lution will bring social changes in
all capitalist countries while in Rus-
sia the change will be political;
therefore, we'll call for a social rev-
olution in all countries, except in
Russia, 'where there’ll be a political
revolution.

There it is in a nutshell.

Yours for theory, ‘but more action,

- 8. D.
Carmel City, Pa.

Dear Mary:

I wonder how closely you and Joe have been following the hearings on

the “lease-lend” bill.

1t is interesting that those in favor of it in Congress

stuted at the very beginning that they could have passed it ithen, but that
they wanted to get unity on it before it was passed.- And the hearings have
been conducted not only before the Foreign Affairs Commitlees of the House
and Senate, not only on the floor.of Congress, but have been conducted over
{lie radio and in newspapers—of course in the case of the iwo latter, a one-
sided hearing more or less. Every person in the Unifed States, I guess, whose
name is known, has been interviewed on the subject. It sure has had a hear-
ing. And the purpose of all this furor has been one—to mobilize the people

for war.

arms and ammunition, the next 1o go will be the men.

that.'

Any thinking person knows that if the United States sends over

The last war proved

Who believes thal the indusirialists of the U.. S. are going go be so big-
hearted that they are giving these things {o England. They'll get paid for
them, of that there is no doubt. And the workers of England and the U, 8
will be the ones lo pay. There must have been some arguments before the
House Foreign Affairs Committée about taking over English possessions as
securily—the whole report wasit given, but Knox's answer 1o one guestion

Wask

“Don't iry to put on pressure now o get the British possessions in the

West Intlies; they'll be ours o_ne day by their willing consenl. We don't have
fo drive a hard bargain now.” This was reporied in the New York Times
You can imagine what the basis of that discussion was.

There were two animal stories reported in the paper this past week which
made me think a hil. One, the story of the heroism of a dog which slept by
its mistress as she lay in a ditch with her newly-born baby. The ability of a
newspaper to get sentimental over the intelligence of a dog warming and

. guarding ils mistress is lruly remarkable. But they forgot the real story—

the story of the woman, trying to reach the hospital, slipping into a ditch and
giving birth to a child. You know—ithe richest country in the world, and the
expectant mother walking in the rain, trying to get to the hospital or to a

neighbor to help her.

It happened in Oklahoma.
And the other story about the “humaneness of the Major”
- Army camps. The quotes are from the Associated Press story. You probably

of one of the

read about the dog that was transported by ajrplane to its master because it
was dying of loneliness. Well, anyway, 1 like animals, but the “humaneness”
of an Army Major whose main business is lraining men to murder and be
murdered is just a little bit too much to swallow.

Sis is getling married next week-end.

They've found the couple of reoms

and got sheets and towels and are all set. Your package came and Sis is more
than pleagsed. She'll write you' seon to thank yeu.

My job is still loudy, part-time and not enough of that, But I
hoping for the best. And the best to all of you.

keep at 1

* Bally,

main Eighth Route Army, which
may result in a general civil wat.

The crushing of the Fourth Route
Army came after its refusal to com-
ply with a military order issued by
Chiang Kai-Shek that the Stalinist
guerilla armies, numbering some
200,000 men, move out of the lower
Yangtze Valley in Central China
through Japanese held lines to the
famine stricken areas north of the
Yellow River. The position: of the
guerilla armies is an unenviable one.
They were permitted to deploy their
forces in Central China when the
fighting against the Japanese armies
in that region became very critical.
Now that the Japanese have with-
drawn from many of the interior
areas, Chiang Kai-Shek, afraid that
the Stalinist armies would obtain a
permanent foothold in Central Chi-
na, decided to give them the boot.

For some time now the' Stalinists
have been in a “united front” with
Chiang Kai-Shek and his party, the
Kuomintang., In this “united front”
the Stalinists occupied a completely
subordinate role. The Communist
Party existed by Chiang Kai-Shek’s
sufferance as a semi-legal party. The
only legal party in China is the gov-
ernment party, the Kuomintang.” On
orders from Moscow, the Chinese
Stalinists accepted this one-sided re-
lationship in the interest of Kremlin
diplomacy.

Chiang Kai-Shek treated the Sta-
linist guerilla armies in accordance
with this lackey relationship. Al-
though they are ‘supposed to have
the standing of government armies,
they have been without medical sup-
plies for the past 14 months and
without pay for: the past three
months. Under the terms of the
“united front” they must accept the
leadership of Chiang Kai-Shek and
the Kuomintang. They are barred
from criticizing the government and
they have ‘suspended” the class
struggle.

Appalling Conditions

They do this in spite of appalling
conditions in China that cry out
loudly for a remedy. Robert Ne-
ville, PM's special correspondent in
China, writes, for éxample, that in
Chungking, the capital of China (it
is much worse in other sections),
the cost of living has risen from six
to ten times in the past six months,
while the Chinese workers’ wages
are more or  less stationary. The
high prices are not caused by a lack
of foodstuffs. For example, the rice
crops have been very good, but
hoarding and .profiteering have re-
sulted in fantastic prices.

The Chiang Kai-Shek government
is financing the war by borrowing
from the bankers, instead’ of taxing
them. The government has been is-
suing paper money without any back-
ing. Result: an inflationary situa-
tion. It is for this reason that Wash-
ington has had to earmark half of
the latest $100,000,000 loan to bolster
up the skidding Chinese currency.
Roosevelt has ditpatched Adminis-
trative Assistant Lauchlin Currie to
Chungking to study the menace of
Chinese inflation. \

The fortunes made by the Chinese
bankers, landlords, militarists and
capitalists out of their hoarding and
profiteering activities are either re-

o invested in these activities or are

sent abroad for safekeeping. As a
consequence there is a shortage of
capital. One highly placed Chinese
was recenily accused of sending as
much as 17,000,000 American dollars
to the United States. One well known
Chinese family alone is said to have
as much as $50,000,000 in American
banks. .

It is difficult 'to say at this time
| whether the new break between the
Stalinists and Chiang Kai-Shek will
be “healed” on Chiang Kai-Shek’s
terms or will lead to the Stalinists
assuming the role of champions of a
“new class struggle” in China. The
telegrams that Chiang Kai-Shek has
received from Sialinist supporters
and fronis like Madame Sun Yat Sen,
the Friends of China, the American
Youth Congress, etc., urging him to
mend the breach while hailing him
as the leader of the Chinese nation,
demonstrate that the Stalinists, at
least, are in the mood for a compro-
mise. )

Chiang Kai-Shek, of course, is de-
termined to have his 'way, especially
since increased British and Ameri-
can backing is making him more in-
dependent of Moscow's aid. Whether
the Chinese Stalinists will accept
Chiang Kai-Shek’s decree to keep
them in isolation and away from
Ceniral China will be decided, of
course, in Moscow. A few days ago
the Tokyo radio quoted a repori
irom Shanghai thal 25 Soviet dele-
gates and officials to the Chungking
government had “suddenly” left.for
Moscow as a result of the rift be-
tween Chiang Kai-Shek-and the Chi-
nese Stalinists.

What will be decided in Moscow
will depend on the latest turn in the
Kremlin's foreign policy. If Stalin
is coming to terms withiTokyo then

Moscow's need of Chiang Kai-Shek
will be less, and the stand against
him by the Chinese Stalinists will
become firmer. If the opposite
should furn out 1o be the case, then
we can expect the Chinese Stalinists
{o prostrate themselves even more
before Chiang Kai-Bhek. The com-
ing events will soon show how the
‘Kremlin has decided. However, it

» is ceftain that whatever the deci-

sien is, it will have no relation to

‘the needs of suffermg -and-struggling
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—THE NEGRO'S FIGHT—

’

A Square Deal
For the Negro
In the Umons’

By JACK MANN

Unless the trade unions awaken to the dan-
gerous situation which is developing as. a result
of the discrimination against Negroes in indis-
try—particularly the war industries—they may
soon find the Negro worker completely disillu-
sioned. with trade unionism and an. easy. prey. for
the bosses who will use him as a weapon against
the trade unions in a strike or to forestall union-
ization. !

This situation has never been as acute as it
is today. The increase in employment as a re-
sult of America's preparations for war has left
the Negro®worker just where he was. He, is still
refused work on the pretext that “it would lead
to trouble” to have Negroes and’ \vh‘ites‘ ka
side by side. This, in spite of the fact that black
and white workers have had no dlfﬁcult:r m the
steel, "auto, coal and, other industries” wliere”fﬁey
hdve worked together for a great many years.

By refusing to take up the cudgels for Ne-
groes and in many cases barring them from
membership, the trade unions are alienating the
Negroes, making them hostile to unionism, - and
creating a division between black and white
workers which will be utilized by the bosses to
the detriment of both.

It does not answer the problem ':for'r'nany
unions ‘to. point to the fact that they have Negro
members, while they meekly accept the! boss re-
strictions against employmg Negroes. A lqt of
good it does a Negro painter, mechamc, waiter,
etc., to be a meml:per of a union when. his ‘union;
does not defend his right to a job on equal terms
with hss white. brothers, :

Unions Must Fight for the Negro

The trade unions must do more than merély
“accept” Negro ‘workers into 'membershlp It
must FIGHT to get thein jobs without dis¢rimi-
nation. .This means:forcing-the ‘bosses. to’ accept
Negro workers on an equal basis with ‘white. It
also means a determined struggle to break down
every form of discrimination agamst Negroes
by the unions.

‘The failure of the uni'otis to do anything about
this problem is leading such Negro: organizations
as the NAACP: and the Urban League: to-press
for federal legislation which would give the gov-
ernment the right to intervene in thie internal

. life of the union. It is true that-these organiza-

tions are motivated only with' the thought of pro-
tecting the interests of the Negro. -

But how can a government which sanctions
and fosters Jim-Crowism everywhere be de-
pended on to defend Negroes against these very
practices? No, this is a job for the trade union-
ists themselves! The progressive trade unionists,
both AFL and CIO, must IMMEDIATELY start
a campaign to guarantee the Negro a square deal,
This means complefe equality m every respezt.

A Complete About-Fnce Naeded

Unless this:is done, unless the trade unions
make a complete about face in their treatment
of Negro workers—they are in for a mess of
trouble. Negro workers who have been pushed
around by the- unions, denied work and protec-
tion, and forced into the most menial mbs will
not be very sympathetic to the trade unions
when they are engaged in a battle with. the
bosses. The chances aré that in such a situation
the bosses will take advamage of the division by
using Negro labor to smash the unions, as they
have done on countless other occasions.

There can be no united labor solidarity until
the black worker is integrated with full rights
in the trade union movement. The past’' few
years have witnessed the growth of many Negro
unions throughout the country as a result of the
“lily-white” policy of the AFL. bureaucrats and
the passivity of the rank and file in ‘standing up
for the rights of their black brothers. This de-
velopment has led fo bitterness and hostility be-
tween black and. white workers, from, wl:uch Dn'l,Y
the bosses have benefitted.

It is now up to the white trsidt:"linidliists to
show their black brothers that they are seriously
taking up the problem of integrating the Negro
in the trade union movement with full and equal
rights.

lua-:-
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