First Draft - Pronesal for study or Gay Liberation and Party=Building

I. History of the Gay Liberation Hovement |
A, Barly Hoverent == Germany, Britain, U§ (186531940)
B, Wodern US Movement Part 1 (1950-1969)
1, Organizational develonacnt
2: Pollitieal Developnent (Sveclnl focus on Matt .nhline, DOB)
Co Modern Us Movement part 2 (1969 - )
B. Stoneuwall ani the Gay Liberation Front
2. Present Day Gay Liberation liovenent e Organization und
Pollitlics of the :major trends -- NGTF, CLGR, Church Grou s,
local forms, Hareh on Washington,
4a Natioul Minority Purtic ipation
be Sexlsm and separate wone ity orpnlzations
ent Clasy comMpotitiocn aof leadership

II. Politleul Analysis of the Qestion of Gay Liberation
A. Objective conditions of lesblans and gay men
1. Prevalent forms and levels of disorimination (discuss men and
women sepurately)
2o Beview legal status of gays == anti-gay laus and zay richts meagures,
3o The ®Gay Chetbto®
B. Capltalisn and Homosexuality
1. What is the utllity of nomophohia to Canitalism?
2a What concesnsions omn capitalism make to GL without a serious
threat to its hezenony {1dealagical) over the working clasg?
Co Political Crrore im GI® - what is their basis andhow cun re
flaght thewm?

1. Bscium 4, Anti-Communium 7. Ultra-democracy
2, Sexism 5. Fealnism
3s Refor+ianm 6. Subjectivism

III. Party-Bullding and the Gay Liberation Movenent
As Is Gay Liberation a Revslutionary Task? (Does the elimination of
homophobia require the overthrow of cipltalism?)
Bo Bay liberation and Demaeratic Strugeles -
1. Relationship, theoretically and oractically, between GI ang the
strugvle agalnst sexiem.
2. Gay Liheration and the Struzzle arainst raclsm
2. Attitudes of Black Community mnd Black Liberation Movement
tovards lestlans and Eays
be Developine contacty 7ith Black lesbians and 29y men,
3. Gay Liberation =nd the Working Clas: Movement
Ao The experience of Gav Liberationslisss in the TU movenant,
b, Ralsina the question within the rank and file movement..
¢, Involvinu gZay and leshian vorke™s in the il nnd file mvmt,
Co Gay Liberation and the new family
Ds Gay Lineration and the US Left
1, Hivtorieal survey - CPUSA, New Left {5Ds), swp
2. Hodern anti-revisionist mevement - sectarisanism howonnobia,
2nd the alienation of prozressive lesbiang and &3Y8.
E. The Intenukional Communist Hovement and the Gay Question
1. Historien1l positions —- Gerdan Soeial Denoeracy, the Bolshe-
viks, otalin,
2, Present day positions —- U3SR, PRC, Cuhag LEERERLO00HE2S08
_ GDR; new socialiut countries nnd liher tion MovVe ents,
Jo Developine a Principled puhlic criticism (esp. re Cuba)



& special focus of any OCIC investigation of the gey question must be the relstion- .
ship between gey rights end the Black Iiberetion movenent. The impect of capitalism

on the Black family, resulting in different roles end 8 different division of labor
for men and women than in the white working class, has resulted in different attitudes
toward geys. The historie problem of sexism in the Black Liberation Movement, which is
normally associated with extreme homophoble (most clearly iilustrated in the Yation of
Islam) exists alomgeide a supportive sttitude, bassd on identificetion with being a
digcirimineted group, on the part of meny Blecks. Within the gay 1iberation movement,
the visibility of white male petiy-bourgeois leadership,

and the failure to take up the struggle against racism have exacerbatéd tensions. Per—
haps the clearest example is the frequent use of white gey men as "shock troops” in
areas scheduled for recycling. (Being sble to double up Incomes and belng usually with-
out children, gay men cen frequently afford recycled housing and ignore the neighbor-
hood around them). Subjectivisd in the gay movemmnt, also most pronocunced among white
men, whereby gay activists demy. . the material differences between gay oppression and
racism must also Ve dealt with,

To begin this process, our group is circulatiog the questionnaire below to all OCIC
forces. We are propesing that csdre from our organieetions , both gay and straight,
begin a common study leading to @ better stzategic understanding of the gay question
in relation to party-building. A tentative outline of that study is attached, and
some of us are doing bibliogrsphic work now to help flesh it out.

For this study to happen, organizations must agree that the gsy question deserves
more attention and release some portion of some cadres! time to undersake the study.
The response you send to the guesticanaire will help us determine if our organizations
agree and what our next steps will be.

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Does your organization support the demosratic rights of gays and lesbisns?

2. If your orgenization does not heve a line on the gay question, could it subseribe

t to the perspective put forward in the Organizer, October 1979 (end reprinted in the
Guerdien, Left Press Column, Nov. 1k, 1979)%

3. VWhat role, if eny does your organizetion or members of it play in local or national
gay organizations?

4. Do you know if there sre gay or lesbisn members of your orgenization? What has
been your practice on their being open in various situations? Can you put them in
touch with us? '

2. ¥hat is your response to having one or more members of your orgenizstion partici-
pating in the proposed study?

6. Do you bave any bibliographical msterial to contribuse to such a study?

T If you do not agree that work on the gey question should be undertaken -now, under

what materisl conditions should the OCIC forces begin such work?

Responses should be sent to Peter Doyle
c¢/o The Orgenizer
P. 0. Box 11768
Philadelphia, PA 19101

- forthe
for the OCIC 0Ct. ikth ad hoe group,
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Petar Dorle



